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Sunday ,:~orning Service 
The Temple 

October 28, 1956 

"THOUGHTS ON THE COMING ELECTIONS" 

by 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

My dear friends, there are two things which I will no tell you this morning -

whom· to vote for , and who will be elected. -
There are two thinl!s T will tell you this morning - be sure to vote, and 

be assured that whoever is elected, our country and our world is not coming to 

an end. 

There has been considerable heat engendered,in spots, in this political 

campaign. Some of it is, of course, the customary synthetic emotionalism 

incidental to every political campaign. If one ere o lister. to all the high-­

pitched and frenzied voices on the ir, in the pres, and on the platform, one 

would really come to believe that the American people is today confronted with 

the choice of one of t~o alternatives of disaster. 

Some people have somehow persuaded themselves, in this campai~n, that 

there exist vast irreconcilable differences in the two parties , in their plat­

forms, in their candidates and they have talked themselves into believing, or 

permitted others to talk them into believing, that somehow American destiny is 

at stake - that the _merican way of life is in the balance . 

In all modesty I should like to say that all this seems to me to be considerable 

"shtuss" and nonsense. It is either pure political auto-intoxication or the result 

of some very clever and calculated propaganda . I don 't know of any campaign in 

recent years in which there has been less involved of decisive significance between 

the two major parties, than this one. I don't recall a campaign where there has 

actually been more a reernent on major issues, and ereat similarity as to program 
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and platform, as in this campaign. T, for one, would like to get excited about 

this campaign, but I don't know how and I don't know what about. 

Tam inclined to believe that an outsider, who is not acquainted with the 
American political tradition and campai~ns, are listenin~ to the statements and 
speeches of the candidates and the spokesmen of the parties and their platforms --
the things they want to do for the American people - that the se would come to the 
conclusion that both President Eisenhower and Fr. Adlai Stevenson would make excellent 
running-mates on the same ticket. 

Well, in a few days now, the tumult and the shouting of t hi s campaign will 
ce over; a President of the United States will have been elected, or re-elected; 
a new Congress - a new State and local officials -- and then our world will settle 
down again to its quiet, normal pace - i f our world has a quiet,normal pace today 
at all - and the radio and television will be restored to their customary programs 
and commercials. Newspaper headlines wi ll resume reporting national crimes and 
international crimes, instead of sensational oolitical speeches, and our streets 
will be cleared of their banners a.nd their hand-bills and thei r dodgers; campaign 
buttons will have been put aside or thrown aside, as the case may be, and on 
Wednesday morning, November 7th we shall all wake up with a sharp awareness that 
we have to go back to work, earn a living, in order to pay our bills and our ta.xes, 
regardless of who is elected. 

It has been an interesting civil war .:-:ooing on i n t he last few months, but a 
civil war of speeches; a war which will be decided not with bnllets, thank God, 
with ballots, and t his is t he 1?lory and the miracle of our Democracy. ;· e can change 
our public officials, if we wish; we can throw out one party and bring in another 
if we choose; we can decide upon this issue or that issue, without ever firing a 
shot and when it is all over and the vote is all in and counted, the loser facilitates 

and the winner - the ranks are closed and the American people @~e united,/indivisible, 
carries on and marches on. 

We sometimes may erow v,eary of campaie:ni fuJminations and hocum, but we oue-ht 

to be tolerant of it. V:e ought to remember that that period of a campaie-n is the 
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kitchen where the food and the drink of American Democracy are prepared, and the 

kitchen is not always tidy, as the living room or the living room. You ought to 

bear in mind that this is~ how an open form of democracy functions -- this is 

the apparatus and the technique of a free people. It is how a free people determines 

its way of life - insures its freedom - keeps the reign of government in its own 

hands. There is, of course, another way, if the people choose it - thgt 1s the 

way that you see illustrated today in Hungary, two weeks ago in Poland, next week 

perhaps in Roumania - who knows - but its another way, a way of terror, bloodshed 

fightine:. And when there is no ~he democratic way, that is the only other wa:, 

in which a people can reach out for that which is more important to it than food 

or drink. Freedom - liberty. So we ought not to get cynical upon the techniques, 

the apparatus which are frequently employed in our campaigns. That's the way -

that's the only way it can be done in a free society. 

I go back to what I said, that the platforms of both political parties are 

very much alike. Their principal difference has to do with length - one is longer 

than the other -- or words, more words or different ki.nds of words - to explain 

the same thing. There are of course new answers. There are of course stronger 

emphasis on this or that issue, but there are really no fundamental issues on 

which citizens need to tear themselves apart as it were. There are no electrifying 

issuee in this campai,;m. 

Both platforms are in favor of Civil Rights, increased social security, price 

support for the fa.rmer, more federal aid to education, more assistance to the small 

business man, tax reductions, conservation of rur natural resources - both party 

platforms oppose inflation, favor the reduction of cost in government. Both platforms 

and parties and candidt.tes favor peace, adequate national defense, international 

disarmament, support of the United Nations, aid to the backward countries, peacetime 

use of atomic enerq. An amasin~ similarity- in their programs. And I for one do 

not deprecate - nather applaud this close similarity of party platforms. It au~s 
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well for the peace and the stability of our country. Were the issues really irrecon­

cilable we would be in a desperate plight indeed. It is clear that both parties 

are moving in the right direction - greater service to the American people, the 

advancement of its life, the protect i on of its citizens. One party may be slightly 

more conservative in its tactics and techniwes - another more liberal, but they 

are moving along parallel and not divergent lines, and that is a sustai ning and 

heartening thought to bear in mind. 

Both Presidential candidates, as I had occasion to say four years aP.o, are 

men highly qualified for the exalted office. I said then, and I repeat now, 

whichever man is finally chosen by the American people., the rudder of ourship 

of state will be in strong., competent and faithful hands. 

On November 6th the American people will pass judgement on the past administration. 

If it is satisfied with it, by and large, if it is satisfied with the record which 

it made, it will re-elect it to office, for another term of four years. If it is 

satisfied with the things which it wants, and which both parties promiseJ if it:is 

satisfied that the party in power will effectively, or more effectively, achieve 

these objectives, it will re-elect that party. Otherwise it will reject it. And 

if there is sufficient dissatisfaction - if there are sufficient groups in the 

country who have not prospered under the present administration., and have lost, 

therefore, confidence in it; or are distrustful of its handling of its forei~ 
if there is 

affairs - ei~hett-a/sufficient of a protest vote, it will be rejected. 

The personality of FTesident Eisenhower is of course an important factor in 

the election. Strong and appealing personalities always are. The Democrats may 

well recall how much of a personality cult there developed around President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt. President Eisenhower., by common consent, is stron~er than his party 

in this election. But this personality strength of the President is considerably 

reduced by the appeal deficiency of his running mate, and by the health factor 

involved. ~nd the President will have to overc001e both of these factors in this 

election. 

I have been of the opinion, right along, ever since the party conventions 



last summer, that as the campaign developed, the Democratic Party would have to come 

to concentrate its major attack - the fire of its attack - not on the domestic 

record of the present administration, but on the forei*n affairs - conduct of 

the foreign affairs, by this administration. 

Here the administration seems to be far more wlnerable and its achievements 

far less impressive, 'Iheleundoubtedly are some domestic issues on which the democratic 

party may capitalize, and will undoubtedly capitalize, in this campaign, the less 

favorable position of the American farmer, the plight of the small business man, 

the unequal distribution of tax production and otherdomestic issues. But the 

indubitable fact remains that the country on the whole is very prosperous. There 

are people out of work, but unemployment is very minimum and the standard of living 

of our people is very high. The social security measures have been expanded. The 

taxes have been cut. The government spendin~ has been reduced and industrial 

production has been at record levels. 

The picture of course, domesticalzy, is not all idyllic. But it is sufficiently 

bri~ht that one fails to sense a clamor for change on the basis of economic conditions; 

on any widespread economic depression and suffering which usualcy cause a clamor and 

a derra nd for change. 

On the issue of C:t.vil Rights, and especially on the issue of integration in 

our schools in the South, the Eisenhower administration has made rather considerable 

and commendable progress. Integration is now an accomplished fact in our armed 
it was 

forces and ri~h this administration which argued before the Supreme Court of the 
j,n 

United States that segregation in public schools is unconstitutional, and/its 

historic decision of May 1954, the Supreme Court maintajned this position. That 

was a dramatic and historic forward step in the direction of extending basic American 

rights to all of our citizens, regardless of color. tuch remains to be done, of course, 

to translate this decision into actual fact, and as you lmow, there has been considerable 

resistance to it in certain parts of our Southern States, although some have complied 

however reluctantly with the decision. The Federal Government can do much to accelerate 

the process, and the President, in his office, beaause of the moral authority which he 
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possesses, can do much -- much more than has been done -- to accelerate the process. 

But, in my judgment, it is doubtful whether a emocratic President, head of a 

Democratic Party which has such a considerable Southern contingency in it, so vital 

to the Party (which contingency was responsible so much for the tacking and the 

veering which took place at -tthe t:ime of the drafting of this Civil Rights plank 

at the Democratic Convention) that a Democratic President would be, let me say, 

more aggressive in the direction of doing what needs to be done, than a Republican 

President. Civil Rights are moving forward in thi~icountry. And I believe that 

Ralph J. Bunche is entirely right, ?1he11 he said that 

"Implicit in the decision by the highest-tribunal 
in the land against segregation in the public 
schools is a new and reassuring confirmation that 

in the American way of life, under our democratic 
creed, what is right will, in the end, always 
be done. The process may be slow, it may be 
halting, and it may encounter formidable ob­
stacles and determined if misguided opposition; 
but in the end, under American democracy, right 
an=i decency and fairness always prevail ••.• " 

and they will prevail, under a democratic administration as well as under a 

Republican administration. 

It is on the record of foreign policies, I believe, that the Eisenhower 

Administration is most open to damaging criticism and attack. American presti~e 

in the free world, and in the neutral world, is lower today and not higher. NATO 

is weaker today and not stronger. '~e have lost ground in the Far :Ea.st. If the 

reunification of Germany was a major objective of the American Foreign Policy under 

the Republication Administration, it has not been achieved and the position of 

Chancellor Adenauer, as a result, is weaker today, than it was. Soviet power 

and influence has penetrated the whole Middle Fast and much of the Arab world is 

swinging into theMoscow orbit. 

The Baghdad Pact has been a 1'9W@P factor, not for peace, in the Near East, 

but for strife. 

The role we played in connection with the illegal seizure of the Suez Canal 

by Nasser has weakened, not strengthened the free world. It has built up the power 
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and the prestige of another dangerous dictator. 

And the position of the one democratic state in the Near East, Israel, which 

the United States helped to establish and which it was the first to recognize under 

a democratic administration, has not been strengthened, or made more secure, either 

li:th by a mutual security pact, such as we have~~ so many other countries, nor has it 

been directly helped with arms for defense at a time when a dangerous imbalance of 

arms was created by the huge acquisition, by Egypt, of arms from the Soviet Union, 

so that Arab intransigence has grown stronger, not weaker, and the threat of war 

in the Near East has become more real, rather than less. 

Mr. Stevenson has been concentrating on these weaknesses in our foreign policy. 

On the issue of Israel, I should like to say1 I think it should be said in all fair­

ness, I doubt whether Mr. Stevenson is any greater friend of the State of Israel 

than President Eisenhower. We had to wait until two weeks before election for a 

And clear, unequivocal statement from Mr. Stevenson about arms for Israel. ~~ his 
aqd 

earlier statements/there•~ have been some, were neither ful~ understanding nor 

fully sympathetic. But I am glad that he is now solid]Jr on the right side of the 

issue. 

I am inclined to go along with • Stevenson on much of his criticism of our 

foreign policy. Mr. Stevenson has introduced another important issue in this 

campaign -- the matter of the testing -- of the continued testin~ -- of the Hydro~n 

Bomb, and that has developed into perhaps the major debate in this campaign. Mr. -
Stevenson maintains that we should enter into an agreement with the Soviet Union 

to stop the furthertesting of what he calls the "ghastliest killer" yet invented 

by man. Such testing, he maintained, endangers the health of humanity. The fal~out 

of radioactive particles is a definite threat to civilization which may contribute 

to bone cancer of human beings - to deform children - to sterility. We can discontinue 

the further testing of the H-bomb, he maintains, without endangering our national 

defense, or weakening our fighting strength, for you do not require an elaborate 

system of detection or inspection to make certain that the Soviet does not break 

such an agreement. With present monitory facilities, explosions of an H-bomb can 
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be immediately detected, and again we can continue our reaearch in our laboratories 

in this field, and in the development, without tests. We already have an arsenal 

of H-bombs and other nuclear weapons, sufficient to wipe out mankind - to deface 

the earth, and our stock-pile continues to grow. 

Bul~anin expressed to the President of the United States the Soviet readiness 

to enter such an agreement. President Eisenhower brushed it aside as insincere, 

and an unwarranted interference in a domestic political campaign. Mr. Stevenson 

feels that such a brusque rejection is not called for, and that the door should 

be kept open. The ending of all further testing of H-bombs, Mr. Stevenson believes, 

offers mankind a wonderful opportunity to break out of the deadly vise of this 
vdll 

catastrophic arms race which is going on and the cause of world :i:eace/therefore 

riY be greatly advanced. 

President Eisenhower's position is, that desirable as such an agreement may 

be, it is not safe for our National security, inasmuch as it does not provide for 

adequate controls and inspection. The Soviets have time and again, he maintains, 

resisted any effective system of inspection and safeguards,which the American 

Government proposed, in connection with the control of nuclear weapons. The 

more powerful weapons we develop, he maintains, the surer will be our capacity 

to dissuade the Soviets f'rom the temptation of aggression. If we fail to hold 

our superiority in these weapons -- our power to deter aggression - and thus to 

~ard the peace of the world, would be a danger, and we cannot be certain of the 
. 

superiority of our nuclear weapons unti l they have been tested. And he maintains 

lhat"the continuance of H-bomb testing does not imperi l the health of humm itv." 

President Eisenhmver quotes as his authority the study of some one hundred and fifty 

scientists of the first rank, to the effect that the radiation exposure, from all 
from 

weapon tests to date, and fer many continuing tests at the same rate, is and would 

be only a small fraction of the exposure that individuals receive from natural 

sources, and from mediaal I-rays durin~ their 11 ves." 

But Mr. Stevenson quotes the Federation of American Scientists,a body made 

up of more than two thousand eminent scientists and engineers, non-political in 
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character, which has called, even before the present campaign, for an international 

agreement to ban H-bomb testin~, without waiting for a complete inspection system 

for the reasons which Mr. stevenson pave and I tried to digest for you. 

So there you have a major debate on a tremendous issue. But I am afraid 
I}e:at 

that it is difficult for a layman -- any layman who is going to vote/November 6th -

to decide who is right and who is wrong. The subject is too involved, too far 

reaching, to be resolved intelligently in the heat and controversy of a political 

campaign. I for one, am inclined to believe that the best of the arl!Ument is with 

Mr. Stevenson, but I would be most reluctant to have a decision of this matter 

deriendent upon a judgment of mine, which must necessarily be based on the inadequate 

information which is made availabel to me and to othe~li tizens - private citizens -

of our country, prior to an election campaign, where vote-getting is as much a 

motive as truth-seeking. I question whether such an issue legitimately belongs 

to an election campaign and whether it should not be left to the responsible, 

deliberative bodies of our government - legislative and executive - for careful 

study and circumspect action, and I am wondering whether President Eisenhower 

would not have been better advised, if instead of meeting this issue head-on -

saying no - would have said that this matter naturally requires careful, searching 

analysis and study which we hope to make. And I think that is what he is really 

planning to do, ~ecause this issue cannot be side-steoped indefinitely. 

Action is certainly called for,in the field not alone of the control of 

nuclear weapons, but in the field of disarmament generally. Here very little 

progress has indeed been made since the end of the war under both democratic 

and republican administrations. Both parties, of course, sincerely want peace. 

But our arms budget is today the highest in our peace-time history. We are not 

only arming ourselves to the teeth, but sending arms all over the world to arm 

our friends and allies - everybody, of course, but Israel. e are in the deadliest 

and costliest arms race in our hi story. We of course hold the threat of a~gresslve 

communism responsible for this fact. It may be so. 

But in view of this dangerous global arms race, and the tensions and the inte~ 
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national strains which accompany it, and living as we do, daily under the grim 

shadow of the Hj'drogen Bomb -- it is, in my humble judgment, unrealistic and 

unintentionally I am sure, deluding, to dwell on the wonderful peace which we 

enjoy today - achieved by the Republican party. It is unrealisticJ There 

is a danger of lulling our people into a false sense of complacency about the 

condition of the world today! The world is sitting on top of a powder kegl 

And the dangers of war are all around usL And there is urgent, pressing need for 

international agreements, of all kinds, and for the strengthening of the one inte.l'­

national agency for peace in the world, the United Nations, which has been pro­

gressively ignored in all the major issues which have divided the East from the 

West. 

Action is called for -- bold and courageous actions - calculated risk 

must be taken for peace - as we are taking risle for war. And whatever party 

will come into office, as a result of the coming election, it will immediately 

be con.fronted with these issues, and this is not the time for indulging in paens 

of triumph and for celebrating peaceL Peace is st ill far off. 

This is not a partisan issue. This is an American issue - this is a world 

issue. And because I am persuaded that both political parties, and both 

candidates, seeking election or re-election, are s i ncere in their devotion 

to the cause of international peace, and will earnestly seek ways of approximatine 

a condition of peace in the world, that I face the coming election, not with aey 

trepidation at all, I assure you, but with considerable equanimity. Botp President 

Eisenhower and ~r. Stevenson speak with conviction about their confidence int he 

future -- the future of America -- they want a better America -- they want a better 

world - they believe that it is possible to achieve these objectives. And because 

their objectives are the same, and their sincerlity, in my jud~ent, unquestioned. 

We may look forward to the next four years as years of progress for our beloved 

country, in the field of world leadership, I hope also in the field of domestic 

progress. 

It is to me an inspiring thin~ to be able to speak, in these dread days, 
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aP-ainst the background of what you read in the news this mornin~ - what you 

have been reading the se last two weeks - it is heartening to be able to speak 

to a free people about the issues whi ch confront them and to say to them you 

are free to make your decision. Vlhatever decisions you make will be final -

and whatever decision you will make, there is confidence in our hearts that 

America will move forward, in peace and in security. 

Amen. 
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SOME REFLECTIO rs ON THE IRE5ENT ?OLITICAL CAMPAIGN 

Part I 

October 26, 1952 

MY dear .friends, there are two things which I will not tell you this morning -

whom to vote for, and who will be elected. y someone called me a poor Rabbi -
and a worse politician. Well, I am not tl}at p r of a Rabbi to imagine that my 

,,,,,. 

congregation will take my advice on the election, nd I am not that poor of a pol-

itician to go out on a ~ the wisest of pollsters in the past found themselves 

ignominiously suspende. 

There are two things I will tell you this morning - be sure to vote, and be as--~~ 1 ~ ~ 
sured that whoever is elected, world is not cominf to an end. 

{ have been going through my lecture files during the last few days. I keep 

report of all my Sunday morning lectures, andh-1ve for the last 35 

years. I always devoted a Sunday morning lecture before a national election 

to giving observatioos on the campaign and on the • ssues. In reading over my lec­

ture of October 26, 19LO, on the eve of the Roosevel~ illkie election, I find the 

following, and I submit that w1th the substitution of the names of Stevenson and 

Eisenhower for Roosevelt and Willkie, this thing could have beE!l said this morning. 

I declared twelve years ago on October 26, 194':.) 

There has been considerable hittQrgaee &8~ heat engendered in 
the political campaign this year. Some of it, of course, is 
the customary synthetic emotionalism incidental to every na­
tional campaign. If one were to listen to all the high­
pitched and frenzied voices on the air, in the press and on 
the platform, one could come to think of the American people 
today as being con.fronted with the dread choide of one or 
two alternatives of disaster. 
you vote for T at is the 
you vote for e, y vote for 
Democratic o inion. If you vote fo 
for a man w has alre y ruined th 
vote for M • Willkie, o vote for 
United St 

ster. 
r. Roos 

United S es; 
n who ill ru 

vote 
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Roosevelt and his backe s, according to the su.r,er-heated polit~al 
campaign - those who believe in him are Re9,9 and war-mongers. On 
the other hand, Willkie and his backers are Fascists and appeasers. 
Partisanmip ha-s run riot in this cam;:>aign, more than is customary 
in politica canpaign. Many people_/have become exc dingly intol-
erant, lost their own sense of proportion an perspective. 

~ople have somehow persuaded themselves in this campaign that 
~there exist vast, colossal and irreconcilable dilferences between 

the parties, platforms and candidates, ~~-ee~a-11H~ign- -+1=1~~ ~t,,t, 
5&-m~~,&1:_.J.j;xJ...~~:s-~e-l,eerr ~~~~r.:i.caJ._Bl:lc:1....S u...JW.~ .. ff"ff~ They 
have so.m,e:tlb1r talked themselves into , or permitted others to talk 
them1nto believing that American destiny is at stake, that the 
Americanw ay of life is in the balance. 

Permit me to say, friends, in all modesty ~nc.e, all 
this is "shtuss" and nonsense. rt is either pure political auto­
intoxication or the resultant fr~y of clever and calculated propa- n 
ganda. I don 1t know of any campaign in recent years in which there~ 

less involved of decisive significance between the two major 
parties than this one. I don•t recall a campaign where there has 
been more agreement on major issues, and great similarity as to pro­
gram and platform as in this campaign. I would like to get excited 
about this campaign, but I don•t know how and I cbn 1t know ,hat about. 

I am i nclinced to believe, good .friends, that an outsider who is not 
acquainted with American political tradition, on listening to the 
statements and speeches of the candidates and the spokesmen of the 
parties, would eome to the conclusion that both President Rooee7.H?1:'tr E; - . 
and Mr. • would make excellent running-mates on the same ticket. 

} ,._.., 

Is pect that it is due largely to th fact that there is little essential 

differenc 

campaign t 

sential and 

sues. rt 

fight one 

ba nners, 

I SUS 

forms or the pro 

being put o 

immaterial a 

present 

are the unes-

nly distantly re lat d to b a~ic is-

ell known that people woo are far apart seldom hate one mother and 

as close Proximity breeds c ntempt and 

·n political 

too, that good bit of the crimony and bit s campaign 

campaigns are due to the length and the duratio 

tone lowers erceptibly as the campai on . The 

The 

out of 

arguments. HaN many issues are thee, after 11, in a 1 and once y u have 
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S01. MO OBSFRVATTONS O T THE COMING ELECT O S 

Iovember 2, 19.52 

Tn a fe days now, 

-~ill be over; a~ President of the United States will have been elected; new Con-

ew state and municipal officials, certain bond issues will have baen a 

proved or not approved, ce tain const~tutional amendments will be voted or voted 

and our world will settle down o its qUJ.et, normal pace . The radio and television 
;,,,. -? 

.1.e ·i:d.ma: e owne s; newspaper headlines will resume reporting 
)\ ~ 

sensatiori;:il crimes instead of sensational political speeches; our st:~-

cleared of the b2nners
1
al1a-the handbillj the dodgers and the confetti• cempaign 

buttons will have been either put aside or thrown aside, as the case may be; and on 

J ><•7-
Wednesday morning we shall all awake with a sharp awareness that we have to go back ,.. 
to ·work, earn a living in order to pay our bills and our tax s , reeardle ss of who is 

ele ted. 

Those who lmow the difference between the Ashk nazi and the Seplwrdic pronounci­

ation will appreciate the story told of a Jewish refugee who came to Isra 1 .:C:i:lt~Y 

after years of wanderj_ng about all over Europe, and as he landed upon the shores of 

the new StAte of Israel , he said, "Thank God , th2.nk God . From now on , no more tsouris; -
from now on, nothing but tsaro •" 

rt has been an ~xciting ci~ a ; vne last few months , but a civil wart 

not-~ bullets, but~ballots . That is the glory and the miracle of our democracy. 

can change our public officials, if we wish; we can throv, out cne party and br·ng , 

in another control our government, if we choose; we can decide upon this 

or that issue as we wish without firing a shot; and hen .;_ t is all over and the vote -
is , the loser fecilitates the winner , the ranks are closed, and the Americe.n peop]e 

• - onel e , indivisible , carries on and marches on. 

\Ve some es gro weary, rown we this prot act€d campaign which 

la t speakers , the candidates 

and the voters n edlessly, Imig t say, and it is we to remember n the midst of all 
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these unpl asant nois and i'u • natio~s taa-t. t.1s is forurr. of a democracy . 
I 

It is the apparatus and the technique of a free peop i.Q... dltermine .,, 
p. 

freedom, tQ...keep)the reins of government in its own hands . 'rhere • 
--0 I 17 V - l t ( t ·1 { 

Ca igns may be a little shorter ad candidates may be>a little more 

I 

insu~ its 

other way. 

restrained 1.n 

thei tterances - and they s ould be from he President of the l ited States dorm - -

but fter e.ll , it, 11-& .free and full expression of one I s political Views and prefer-

ences .amt are the very ess nee of a democracy. The only other alternative ie hat of 

dictato~ship where you have only terror and submission n silence. 

I want to recapi tulat.e briefly some of the things which I said last Sunday morn­

in in giving my observations on the present political campaign so that it l'Ti.11 be 

tied up with what I am going to say this morh:i.ng . I suggested that in my judgment 

there is little real difference between the tv,o party programs and platforms, and that 

is why so much stress and emphasis is be:ng la.id on unessentials in this campaign and 

on the t hjngs only distantly related to the real is ues. I suggested that in a two­

party system, as ours, fortunately, we have to reconcile ourselves to the fact that 

there wi 1 be in both parties certain candidates of who~ we cannot entirely approve . 

It : s inevitable . And we cannot really expect . the standard bearer of either party , 

who is called upon to keep his party united and le ad them to victory, to begin to 

screen and to purge and to select one candidate from another . That is to disrupt the 

unity of his party on t. he eve of an election. I suggested that there were reaction­

aries in both parties and undesirable candidates . The question which the American 

voter will have to decide on this coming TUesday is whether j n hisjudgment the indi­

viduals of whom he does not approve are of such weight within the given party that 

they may etermine the policies of the party, and a gain, whether the candidate at the 

he.ad of the party , the Presidential candidate, is of ufficient independence and cour-

age that he will be able to drop these undesirable individuals and cru on according 

to his program, his will . And on that scor I indicated last Sunday rnc . ing that smthe 

American 
~,. eople have reason o con at, l&te theniselves on both candidate , tha Republican 



I 

,-
I 

. ) 
j 



I 

! 



I 

4 { 

-



I 

. . 

J • 



' 
I 



I 

f 



I 

, 



I 

r 

-r-

1 



' 
, -

-
---





Published Weekly by 

75he 75emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Vol. XLIII OCTOBER 28, 1956 

Sunday Morning Service 

10:30 o'clock 

RABBI SIL VER 

''Thoughts On The Coming Elections'' 

Friday Evening Services 

5 : 30 to 6 : 10 

Saturday Morning Ser ices 

1 1 : 1 5 to 1 2 : o<, 

No. 4 



J'J, O'tmpk Bulk/;,, 
ffillr [rmple 

Congregation Tifereth Israel 
( Founded 1850) 

Rabbis: 
Abba Hillel Silver, D.D., Litt.D., D. H. L. 
Daniel Jeremy Silver, A. B., M. H. L. 

Associa t e R abbi 
D irecto r of R eligious E d uca t ion 

A s' t . D irect or of R eligious E duca t ion 

MILDRED B . EISENBERG 

Execut ive S cretary 
LEOS. BAMBERGER 

L ibrar ian 
MIRIAM LEIKIND 

Organist a n d Choir D irector 
A. R . WILLARD 

E ditor 
SOPHIA LEVINE 

A. M . Luntz . . . . . . . . . . . Presid en t 
Leo W. N eumark Vice- Presid en t 
Eli G oldst on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice-President 
A. J. Kane . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer 
Max Eisner . . . . . . . . . Associate Treasurer 

Published weekly, except d uring the summer vacation . 
Entered as second-class m att er N ovem ber I 2, I 93 1, a t the 
P ost O ffice, Cleveland, O hio, under the Act o f M a rch 3, 
1879. F ifty Cents per Annum. M emb r , Union o f Amer ican 
H ebrew Con gregations. 

Ansel Road and East 105th Street 
SWeetbriar 1-7755 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

This Sunday morning Rabbi Silver 
will speak on "Thoughts on the Coming 
Elections" . 

The doors of The Temple open at 
10 :00 A.M. A recital of sacred music 
at 10:15 by The Temple organist, Mr. 
A. R. Willard, precedes the service 
which begins at 10:30. 

The Temple conducts Sabbath Eve 
Services in Gries Memorial Chapel 
every Friday from 5 :30 to 6 :10 through­
out the year. 

Sabbath Morning Services are con­
ducted in The Temple every Saturday 
morning from 11 :15 to 12:00 o'clock 
from October through May. 

The Temple Museum is open every 
Sunday t the conclusion of the ser­
vices. 

The Temple Library is open Tues­
day through Friday from 9 :00 A.M. 
to 5 :00 P.M., from 9 :00 to 12 :00 on 
Saturday and Sunday and is closed 
on Mondays. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The flowers which will grace the 
altar on Sunday morning, October 
28th are contributed in memory of 
husband and father, Ben Hibshman 
by Mrs. Ben Hibshman, Mrs. Charlotte 
Herman and Mr. Ben Hibshman, Jr. 

MUSIC FOR SUNDAY 

Organ 
Fiat Lux 
Barcarolle 

Dubois 
Hollins 

E . Bloch Six Preludes N o. II 

Opening Psalm Mah Tovu 
B or 'chu (C ongregational 

Milhaud 
Sulzer 

Sh 'ma B aruch I Congregational J 

Michomocho I C ongregational J 

K edusha 

Traditional 
Sulzer 

R oger 

S ilen t D evotion May th W ords Thatcher 
Mr. Hakala and Choir 

B efore t h e Address 
R ecit. Ye people, rend y our hearts 
Aria If with all y our h eart s 

1 " Elij ah " J M endelssohn 
Mr. Humphrey 

Olenu Vaanachnu G oldstein 

U-rmµlr fflrttt11rial ilooh 

The name of 

JACOB A. KLEIN 

has been lovingly inscribed in The 

Temple Memorial Book by his 

wife,. Fannie . 

THE MR. and MRS. CLUB 

will present 

the fourth meeting in the 

SPECIAL INTEREST 

PROGRAM SERIES 

Friday, October 26 8:15 P. M. 

The Temple 

Regular discussion sessions 

fc:1ttowed by special subject 

JEWISH SYMBOLS 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

will comment on the treasures 

to be found in 

The Temple Mus um 

A social get-together and refresh­

ments will follow the meeting 

The Temple Gratefully 
Acknowledges The 

Following Contributions 

TO THE ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
CHARITABLE AND 
EDUCATIONAL FUND: 

In h on or of t h e 70th birthday of Sidney B . 
R osenbaum, by Mr. and Mrs. B . F . K lein, 
Mrs. Myra Mitchell, B . F. Kl ein, J r. and 
Stanley F. Klein . 

TO THE FLOWER FUND : 
In hon or of the 70th birthday of Sidney B. 

R osenbaum, by Mr. and Mrs. Leon H . H enry: 
in loving m em ory of Mrs . Dave L. Schumann, 
by Mr. and Mrs. M orton B. K obli tz; in honor 
of the 40th wedding anniversa ry of Mr . and 
Mrs. Marc B . G oldstein , by Mr. and M rs . 
Larry Weinberg ; in h on or of t h e 85 th b irth 
day of Mr. G . J. F ed erman, by Mr. and M rs. 
Larry Weinberg ; in m em ory of b elov ed sist r, 
H elen G oodman Altman, by M r. Julius E . 
G oodman ; in m em ory of Mr. Alvin Ad ler , by 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc B. G oldstein ; in m mory 
of Mr . J. K. Arnold , by Mr . and Mrs. M arc 
B . G oldstein ; in h on or o f the 90th birthday of 
Mrs . Ernst Altschul , by Mr. and Mrs. M arc 
B. G oldstein ; in h on or of the 40th wedding 
anniversary on Octob er 18, of Mr. and M rs. 
Marc B. G oldstein , by Mr . and Mrs. D olf 
Klopfer ; in m em ory of m other, Mrs. Charles 
W . Klopfer , on the anniversary of h er death 
on October 22nd, by Mr. and Mrs. D olf 
Klopfer. 

TO THE HILDA KROHNGOLD 
MEMORIAL FUND: 

In memory of Mrs. Rickie Bauer, by M r. 
and Mrs. W. H. Loveman. 

TO THE HATTIE D. RICH 
LIBRARY FUND: 

In h on or of the birt hday of Mrs. Sarah 
Filston, by Mr. and Mrs. Murray A. N ew­
burgh. 

TO THE PRAYER BOOK FUND: 
In memory of Jennie Bensev, by D ora 

Nieman. 

TO THE LIBRARY FUND: 
In memory of mother and father, Abraham 

and Lena Levine, by Mrs. Bertram A. R obbins; 
in memory of wife and m other , Mrs. N orman 
Waldman, by Mr. Norman Waldman_ and 
Charles; in memory of Mrs. Bertha Weil, by 
Mrs. A. Altschul. 

TO THE IGNATZ ASCHERMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND: 

In memory of Ignatz Ascherman, by Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerald Gerson. 

TO THE SOPHIE AUERBACH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 

In m em ory of m other , Mrs. L ewis Kline, 
by Mrs. Jacob Siebert ; in m em ory of H el~n 
Einstein Ki t tner, by Miss Jean R . Cassel; m 
memory of Mrs. Amelia Benedict, by The 
Quilters of The T emple Sisterhood ; in memory 
o f Mrs. Lester Bensev, by the Quilters of The 
T emple Sisterhood ; in h on or of the ?0th 
birthday o f Mrs. Ernst Altschul, by the Misses 
Sadie and Camille Stone; in hon r of the 90t h 
birt hday of Mrs. Ernst Altschul, by Mr . and 
Mrs. Carol Levison ; in m em ory of Mrs. Ruth 
Davis, by Mr. and Mrs. Carol Levison . 

TO THE LESLIE AND LINDA 
HAAS MEMORIAL FUND: 

In h on or of the naming of baby Patricia 
D e Baron, by Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Arsham. 



WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS 

The T emple tak gr at pl asur in w ·l oming th fallowing n w members to its fellowship . 

We trust that th will d n njoym nt r1nd spiritual satisfaction in our fellowship . We ar 

eager to have them participat activ ly in a ll of our r ligious, cultural and educational activiti s. 

D r. A fred K. Bard 

Carl L . Becker 

Dr . A \'in L. Berman 

Leonard B ornfeld 

Alber I ra B oro\vitz 

Dr . E arl B r 'ghtman 

E d ward J. Coen 

J ohn B . Cohen 

Pr ·scil a A . Cohen 

Erne t D workin 

Alan S. Efroymson 

George E isenberg 

Leonard S . E l is 

M aur ·ce H . F inkle 

J ack F isher 

Oscar Friedman 

M . R. Glickman 

Jack W. G ol ust 

H oward Green berg 

Jeanne L ois Groger 

Edward William Haas 

Maxwell R. Hahn 

William Halle 

THE TEMPLE ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION 

presents 

Dr. Margarette Bitter 

Sunday, October 28 - 8:30 P .M. 

at th h m of 

GE E SPIEGLE 

29 5 Mladowbrook B o ult:var<l 

So ial hour 

S1dn y I. H ilbrun 

Dr. P aul L. H II r 

M ervyn R. Hirsch 

T d Hirshman 

Sanford S. Jacobs 

Jack Kalish 

Thomas S. Katz 

Jerome Allen Klein 

Dr. Joseph Klein 

Julian H . Klein 

Melvin S. Krasnow 

Leroy C . LeVine 

Dr. Stanley Levey 

Morris Levin 

Dr. Eugene V . Linsey 

Charles Locke 

Edward L . Lux 

R ob rt E. M arcu 

Allan E. M rris 

Willi a m Herb rt Murr hie 

H arv ' I. N evins 

Allan M . Newman 

H a rr B . Ohstp_artcn 

Irving E. P ap 

William S. Phillips 

Ellis J . P ow II 

Sara R eich 

R obert S. R os nthal 

L ster A . Sa nders 

T ed Sch rmer 

M ark P. Schumann 

Aaron H . Schwartz 

A. G. Schwartz 

H enry C. Shapoff 

D orothy Sh nkelman 

James J. Shipley 

Dr . Paul Si gel 

Dr. Morris S. Silver 

Raphael David Silver 

David Silverman 

K nard G . Strauss 

Lincoln R. Thorman 

Lawrence R. Weiss 

Jackson C. Wheye 

Donald A. Wolf 

THE TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB 

ELECTION HITE PARTY 

MID-DAY CLUB 

Tuesday, N ov mber 6 8 :30 P. M. 
~ - Comp! te TV Coverage 

A night of surprises, fun, good fellowship , 

nt rtainment and dancing with 

Hal Lynn and his orchestra 

Late Buffet --
send your reservations now to 

Mr . Leo Bamberger 

The T emple 

and plan to attend this "once in four years ' party 

M mb rs 6.00 p r couple Guests 8.00 per couple 
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From Generation To Generation 

A generation ago the men and women of our congregation built the 
magnificent Temple edifice which is the pride of our community. 

The present generation is now engaged in building a beautiful new Annex 
to it of schoolrooms, auditorium, library, etc., which the remarkable growth 
of The Temple has made imperative. 

Many of our present members did not contribute to the cost of erecting 
The Temple a generation ago. Today, many of them have children or grand­
children in our religious school, or sons and daughters belonging to our various 
youth group which require additional phy~ical facilities t0 carry 0'1 their 
cultural and social activities. 

The sum of 750,000.00 is needed to complete our expansion program. 
With adequate and modern equipment our Temple will be able to serve the 
present and future generations of our people even more effectively than it has 
in it long and honored past. 

The Temple, situated in the Cultural H eart of Cleveland the remark­
able area where so many of the art, educational and civic institutions of our 
community are concentrated will continue to be a center of light and learning. 

The response to our campaign thus far has been gratifying, but we ar 
still to hear from hundreds of our members. We should like to close our cam­
paign early next month. 
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; not lie 11,e. 1t not 0111 ' Ii<.' tows a 
impo-, !) an obligation. 1 n1an 

home i hi. a tlc. but he i not fr~· to burn it 
down. A rnan ma\ h the head o. hi· f, mil ·, bur 
he zmn not \\ ill ull • tan c hi childt n .... 

Lib/rt i <le riled or ll'- in un<l ing don1-
111cnt.-thc .1agna Challa, the lkc.la1, rion 0£ ln­
dcp ·nJcncc, tl e Bill of 1 ights. lt i s, 1 1bc lizcd 
by a 1acke<l bell in Ind pcndcnc Hall. I a 
statu on a mall i l· nrl i 1 .1 w 'o • harbor. It 
h a pried value, to b' \\Oil again an<l a rain, 
umil all men arc free.'' 

-Robert P. Pottt·, on 

F1 ·cdom is not the ab. nee f di • • e. but 
it call £or discipline by internal illl i11 
<.ontrast v· tr' • l polie control of to-
t, lita1iarn thr ·n the 
w:. t r, hi c no 1 elf b\ 
mc1 cly p und. He 1 i11 th~· 
, 'at r on! 1 ha I a t ; th t 
i to ·ay, u c h . ubjccts l f to a 
form ot di and a hh d of ppre -
ion and sell on. e discipline of fr 

men i not sul n of I n's vill to that 
of another, but it i an • a t a v of 
learnin to balanc.: he ·1-. ithin yol!( elf. 
·1 he idea f hecdo1 1, s ontrol, an<l balance 
are in .·tricably inter \'Oven. 

-1 rr • D. Gideons 

Ljr,coln, u th 
escape hi to he "' r po a 
often a he word "f r ng 
10 that Jin • between frecdou itY 
in Lincoln' 11 ag , C rl an<lbur tl)· 
rernin led us that fre • men mi 1t m-
seh'es eve ·y d v, ah iost as a T itu. . id 
for m; freedom. and what i • the pi ic , 1 l 

/ omchm. • hehol< n?" -Ibid. 

Implicit • • • ' he high·. t tn mnal 
in th. lan • 1 i11 tli<.· public 
chooL i a c< • • n rhat 

in the .\rn cl,, < 
c il ti • ere c , •a s ' .. ; .. 
he done. "I he pt 1 1· ) he , he 
halting, 11d i m , nc r oh-
~tacks an<l det rmincd • u on: 
but in the end, 1 , 1 ~ht 
and ecenc • n f 1e s \1r 
demo, racv mo\ H o J 

i promise· for all of its citize 1eir 
color or er • • £ • • 1 nl 
th faith o t ern 
i fo1 the 1 >t. igm·d 
to erve. I £ rd. I d< not p r-
mit fear o stand in the w· , of pr g-

13 



1c:,.,. It is dyua111ic. ·1 lu 1., ,dl\ dc1110U,H) 1 
tutd) all({ olidl} and101 cd in tli • minds and 

hea1 h oi most \111c1 ic.aw,. 
-nal/1h /. /Jurulu· 

11 nltni Jur J•radv111 I Jouu /Jy a committee uf 
distm~w h ·d A mr.ncm, zmder thf! llwir-

11 an hip of rcltibald AiacLei~h. 

•r ·e 11 cu must r -dedica1 • thcms hes ro the 
, au c ol iH'l <101 1. 'I hey mmt 111Hl< 1-. and with a 
11L:, • c ctT-iint oi loll\ inion that tl e c u e o free-
d< 1 i t • c, u~ f I he !turn· u i 1di\ idu I. 

I lumau individualit) i 1a f r • \aluc 
--,piritual, nor. I. i111cl , ti -in h11-
111an lif . fo n~ ene it OJ f p, 11 ling 
an l agg, si \ c a • ia nirnt 111st he a 
dcLc:nni11ation t lo 1 sh· II IJ del 11dcd 
wh • t js , l ,l uudel dia L ., er color 
or hose w 110 a t d fr t'C< ,Hn in the 
name 011 reedt n :1 re no l ss da l u th~ n tho c 
who , ttac • it in tht l,~me ot rit" ;and di.,. 
ci1 lir c. prof es a f in freedom 
l>ut shir 1t"on ir i, eo;, ~lrnre the 
g jl 0 

Jrlwt i5 preiotn u 1 the right to 
choo c: the e for oneself the alt~r-
nati\'C'\ o ithout the pos ibilit of 
·l10ice and ·cicc of choic'! a man i not a 

ma 1 h tt a ins n , a thin . 
FrcC'do1 is the right to one' soul: ti <' rigl t f 

each man to ~•ppr< ad1 God in hi w1 •a :and 
by his en n 11 ·~ a ma 'c; ·ight to [J()S es~ 
his n ·t i t for hin.c;elf. 'Jo tho c 
wh frc 1 

ha\ • -rt <..1ul t 
h • t re rna 

Fre tlr • • right to 's c • • 
in a rct n i1 di I, 
ti LI c I to 1 t 1 e h 1 , 1 i n ·• 
1 q , "l1c,; •·. , , hi . l< 

ff ow f/wll recd< m lu· df' nd dt 

B) arm w 1cn it i~ attac-kc l I> ar n . )) truth 
d1e·n it i ~1ttar ·e,i t} Ii s; by , C\I O< ratic faith 
when i i att. c kcd by authoritaria 1 do~ma. l­
WJ ~. ancf i t 1c final ct, b • C' • . t ·on and "airh. ; 

On u1l1n fnith do(' th~ deff'nu n( fr dom re!it. 

( n faitf 1 11 man; faith in the f unda1 ntal ck• 
c c•nn c,f t 1 n: faith in th oq arity of man o 
11 c. hi ·, • I • 1 is own me, n, to th tr 1th 
"•hic:h i tn•r for him. 

H 




