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#912 
Reel 19 

Sunday, February 10, 1957 

The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

OPENING WINDOWS ON LIFE 
by 

DR. ABBA HIUEL SILVER 

In recent years, dear friends, a system of thought - a system of philosophic 

thought - has won adherence in secular as well as in religious circles, and it 

is called by a rather difficult name - existentialism. It is a difficult tenn 

to define, for actually the system which it covers is rather elusive and lacks 

logical precision. 'lhe secular branch of this philosophy has had as its chief 

the French author, Jean-Paul Sartre. This branch of philosophy frequently verges 

on what might be called intellectual and moral nihilism. But it appears to have 

passed its zenith among those groups of intellectuals who were attracted to it 

and it is now definitely on the wane. 

But existentialism has won a considerable number of adherents in Christian 

circles, for when that philosophy is translated into theologic terms, its main 

doctrines differ very little from those of Paul, Augustine or Calvin, except 

that they are now accoutered in modern garb - in modern livery, as it were -

and seem to posses the authority of the latest in philosophic terminology. 

Now basically this system of thought is grounded in deep pessimism - in 

disillusionment of life.Ats mood is a mood of crisis, and its idiom is death. 

It maintains that man canno~ and can never, escape the predicaments in which 

his existence is involved. His mind is entangled and caught up in irresoluable 

paradoxes. His efforts at social reform and ethical self•improvement will never 

bring about the good society, the Kingdom of God. It is even suggested that 

the very thought of man, cooperating in the establishment of this good society, 

is presumptuous, and is but another evidence of man's besetting sin of pride; 

that man's~ only hope in the world does not lie within himself, his efforts, his 
aspirations, 
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simply 

but his hope lies/in redemption by a power not himself - by God. 

The chief exponent of this, what might be called religious existentialism, 

was Kierkegaard -a brilliant theologian of more than a hundred years ago - • 

Kierkegaard rebelled violently against the humanistic trends which he found 

among his Protestant theologic colleagues. He was contemptuous of all human 

effort at social reform and at self-reform. His own theology is dominated by 

a tormented sense of guilt and sin and dread and catastrophe - by a tragic view 

of life - of man's helplessness to improve himself. 

In our own day, this system of thought has appealed to quite a number of 

religiously-minded people. This pessimism, underlying this syatem of thought, 

has been deepened in our day by the disillusionment with the scientific and 

social and political movements of our day which promised so much, but which 

yielded so little, in fact which yielded so much in terms of anguish and 

human suffering. 

Now Judaism rejects such an exaggerated pessimism as regards man's 

nature and endowments and achievements. According to Judaism's basic thought, 

man can, and to a large degree has, made his own world and in spite of frequent 

and tragic set-backs it has been a progressive world. Man has moved forward. 

to more knowledge, higher standards of living, greater social justice, better 

health conditions, to more intensive efforts, toward the eradication of perty. 

Judaism takes a wide perspective, an historic perspective of human life. And 

it does see man rising, by the power of his will and struggle, aided by the 

grace of God, from the jungle of barbarism and slavery and poverty and disease, 

to the higher places of enlightenment, of security, of justice and of freedom. 

Judaism maintains that there is an ascending curve - an ascending projectory as 

it were - in the long evolutionary record of mankind. 

And in the eyes of our religion, pessimism is a form of atheism, for it 
God, which is in 

ignores the creative spirit of/man, which God placed in man. Now it is true that 

man cannot see beyond the horizon of his times. What is ahead of him he does not 
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know. But Judaism has constantly reminded man that beyond all horizons, and each 

horizon, is God. 

Our human ancestors - the human cave dweller - cer1Blnly could not see the 

shape of things to come. And in their dark~ imprisoned minds, a thousand years 

ago, and more, there already lay, impounded as it were, all the marvelous achieve

ments of man that were to come. Inventions - and the discoveries - I and the 

music - and the poetry and the science and the philosophy - things which that 

man in the cave surely, in the first place, could not grasp -- certainly could 

not anticipate. He could not penetrate the dark curtains which enshrouded him. 

He woud have been justified if he could think at all of these things, in a 

total pessimism about the future of mankind. But he would have been utterly -

utterly and completely, wrong. He did not realize the capacities of his own 

mind. He could not. The reach of his own imagination - the power of his own 

will. He did not, because at that stage of evolution he could not see the long 

corridors of time. He could not see how the minds of his descendants would push 

out in an irrepressible urge - push out like a flower in the seed -- push out 

to see more, understand more - to master more. 

He did not realize, that man who dwealt in the ca,es - our ancestor - that 

he was but a stage in a long and heroic process of human existence, a created 

being, but himself, at the same time a creator. Fashioned - and he himself a 

fashioner. He could not grasp the full play and the full glory of humaat adventure 

adventure -- the epic of~ man rising on the rungs of aspiration and mounting 

achievements to bfeathlesshaights where he becomes a little lower than the angels. 

Were he able to trace in advance-this primitive man, were he able to trace 

in advance, the amazing odyssey of his descendants, he would not have despaired 

about the future of his race. 

The human story, my dear friends, is the story of the opening of windows 

upon life. Man himself has had to do that. Man himself has had to remove the 

dark shutters of his existence - ignorance, superstition, fear; man himself 

has had to open wide the casements of his own life, so that life might enter 
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like fresh air. If man does not do that -- if man had not done that -- through 

the ages -- man would continue to dwell in utter darkness, in the dank gloom of 

littleness and ignorance and selfishness and unfulfillment. the 

The human story, my dear friends, is that of the unconquerable men and 

women who are aware, but who, at the same time, are unreconciled to their 

limitations, their handicaps, their confinements and thElr defeats. And they 
and ttear 

continue to beat/at the barricades of their lives -- against the disabilities -

'till tthey give way, these disabilities - these dark shutters - and the 

radiant sunlight of mastery, enlargement of realization. 

The human story is that of heroic men and women, who by their own sacrifices, 

either of self, or of substance, - byconsenting to be despised and rejected by 

men for the sake of an ideal - who are prepared to become acquainted with grief 

and sorrow, for the sake of an ideal -- succeed in bfeaking the chains of other 

men and lifting burdens from their shoulders and their hearts, and in exorcising 

the evil spirits of fear and dread and superstition from the dwelling places of 

men. 

These are the prophets of mankind, the seers, the poets, the scientists. 

Every seeker of knowledge - the teacher and the social reformer - these are 

the men who open the windows upon life and enlarge man's vi,sion and man's 

world. 

And ou~religion, good friends,ha; always challenged man to open open 

windows upon life -- to reach out -- to rise up -- to go forth -- to go 

beyond. And God said to ABraham, hGet thee 

out from you country, from your kindred and from your father's house - to the 

land that I will show thee." --- "and I will make of thee a great nation." 

By replying to that challenge, Abraham became the founder of a great new faith 

and the builder of a new civilization. God said to Moses, n 

Come now and I will send thee unto 

Pharoah and bring forth My people out of Egypt." And because Hoses accepted that 

summons, instead of remaining hwere he was, in the f comfort and the security 
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of bis dwelling place in the land of Midian - because he accepted this sunmons, 

Moses became the first emancipator of mankind, and the pioneer of human freedom. 

God said to Isaiah," Whom shall I send and who will go for us?" And Isaiah 

said, "Here am r. Sand me." And by so doing, Isaiah became a prophet to his 

people and to humanity. Every prophet experienced the self•same call - that 

which we speak of a call of a prophet - the self-same sumnons. They were called 

away from what they were to what they were meant to be. Aand what were they 

meant to be? And what did these prophets call upon their people to be? And to 

do? "I the Lord have called upon you - I have taken you by the hand I have 

given you for a light unto the nation - open the eyes of the blind - to bring 

out of the prison the prisoner - from the dungeon those who sit in darkness". 

Open windows upon life!-- that is the challenge. 

The whole world recently celebrated the 75th birthday of a remarkable 

woman, who at the age of 19 months was stlicken blind and deaf and mute - Helen 

Keller. If ever a human being was consigned to tragic helplessness and hoRelessness 

and uselessness - Helen Keller was that person. lbe story is well known to you 
now 

as it is/known to the whole of mankind. Her struggle upward to overcome her appalling, 

well nigh insunnountable handicap~ - her indominatable courage which sustained her 

through the years, as she sunwnoned every ounce of her spirit.el energy and resources, 

trying to piece together an awareness of life about her - to link up through darkness 
and 

and dread silence with the world of man/of nature about her -- to recover speech 

while unable to hear sound - to educate herself - to go through school and college 

to graduate with honors - to become a noted writer - to be able to found institutions 

for the care of others as disabled as she was. All this has become an inspiring 

symbol of courage & the whole human race. Helen Keller, literally, by the power 

of will, and faith, by self-challenging and self-sutr1n0ning -- opened windows 

upon the world, for herself and for others. 

Now she could have remained buried in her darkened world -- a 

pitying and self-pitying victim of fate -- but she beat her hands against the 

doors and shutters of a prison house -- until she was able to step forth free 
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and redeemed to take her full place in the world and step forth into the light 

of a glorious and purposeful and creative life. 

And equally remarkable - and equally heroic - and equally admirable - is 

the life of Helen Keller's teacher and guide and companion, Anne Sullivan. If 

ever there was a human being who literally opened windows on life for another 

human being, ;it was this utterly astounding and amazing woman, Anne Sullivan. 

Anne Sullivan herself, was almost blind. Later on an operation partially 

restored her sight. And Helen Keller, her pupil, in her book "Teacher" - which 

is a tribute to her teacher, Anne Sullivan -- Helen Keller herself tells the story 

of this remarkable woman who led her out of darkness. 

It is interesting that this Anne Sullivan herself 
had forcibly and with heroic effort to open windows on 
her own life. She was the daughter of Irish 
itlltligrants. She was born in squalid poverty. As far back as 
she could remember she bad had trouble with her eyes; 
her mother died when she was eight years old, leaving 
three children. Her father abandoned them two years later and 
Annie never learned what became of him. Her younger sister 
Mary, was placed with relatives. Annie and her seven year 
old brother Jinwnie, were sent to the State Alms House. 
Jitrrnie died a few months later of tuberculosis. No one 
outside was interested in Annie. She had no friends 
but her fellow paupers. Finally after four years, she 
managed to escape by flinging herself at a group of 
visiting welfare workers, crying out, "I want to go to school". 
And at the Perkins Institute for the blind Annie learned Braille, 
and the manual alphabet. And she remained at Perkins for six 
years more, graduating as the valedictorian of her class. 

This is the woman that herself climbed painfully, the steep stairway of 

self-redemption, who undertook the task of making the blind to see and the deaf 

to hear and the eea mute to speak to a degree that nature and the resources of 

the human spirit would permit. 

And her story has also been told. Her night super-human patience with this 

child, Helen Keller, whose unconscious rebellion against unexplained afflictions 

of her life that made her wild and temperamental, the long, weary hours and days 

spent in teaching her pupil the manual alphabet, to spell out words which meant 

nothing, until she was able to reach the consciousness of her pupil with the first 

word, "water". Helen Keller describes this moment of miracle in her book: 
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It happened at the well house, where I was holding 
a mug under the spout. Annie pumped water into it, 
and when the water gushed over onto my hand, she 
kept spelling w-a-t-e-r into my other hand with her 
fingers. Suddenly I undastood. Caught up in the 
first joy I had known since my illness, I reached 
out eagerly to Annie's ever-ready hand, begging for 
new words to identify whatever objects I touched. 
Spark after spark of meaning flew from hand to hand 
and, miraculously affection was born. From the 
well house there walked two enraptured beings, call
ing each other ''Helen" and "Teacher." 

Anne Sullivan eventually taught Helen Keller to read Braille. She taught 

her how words were uttered by having Helen place her fingers on the throat and 

and lips of her teacher and Helen slowly learned how to tdk. 

And when Helen grew up, at the age of 16 she wanted a college education. 

She enrolled at Radcliffe. And Anne Sullivan helped her to prepare for entrance 

examinations and Anne Sullivan sat with her in every class and laboriously spelled 

into her hand every lecture and class-room discussion and Helen graduated from 

Radcliffe with honors. 

And she pays her teacher, who died, the following tribute: 

There was such virtue and power of conaunication in 
Teacher's personality tbt: after her death I was emboldened 
to persevere in seeking new ways to give life - life 
and yet more life to other men and women in darkness and silence. 
Teacher believed in me, and I resolved not to betray her faith. 

"No matter what happens,'' she used to say, "keep on beginning. 
Each time you fail, start all over again, and you will grow 
stronger until you find tpt you have accomplished a purpose. 
Not the one you began with, perhaps, but one that you will ha 
glad to remember." 

And who shall count the innumerable times she tried, 
failed, then conquered? 

Here, my good friends, is the full grandeur and the nobility of life! The 

opening of windows! for yourself and for others - on life! 

Such people challenge all of us - such people make us ashamed of our own 

all too ready excuses for failure -- make us ashamed of our loud complaining 

of our own succumbing to the first misfortune or defeat or sorrow. 

This coming Tuesday the American people will again gratefully celebrate the 

birthday of another human being who opened wtndows on life for millions of people, 

Abraham Lincoln. Abraham Lincoln set free. not only slaves, but set many human 

beings free - really free - from their own self-imposed limitations, from their 
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own unwillingness to open windows upon life because of self-pity or because of 

fear or because of pride or from whatever other reason. '!be whole world finds 

in the life of Abraham Ltncoln a vindiaition of their own hopes in the promise 

of their own lives, for he too was poor. And oh how poor. Poor in a vast, lonely 

and empty wilderness in the midst of a life that was harsh and crude and crushing. 

He too was born in the midst of ignorance and reared in the midst of ignorance -

no schools - no teachers - no guides -- an awkward child, an ungainly and uncouth 

youth. Yet this man rose -- rose out of his world of poverty and ignorance and 

superstition and iRete~¼i¼ty- disabilities - by dint of effort -- by dint of 

what must be called character 

have been saying this morning. 

for character is the sum total of all that I 

I chanced to glance at the newspaper this morning and I came across the 

following interesting story of the failures of Abraham Lincoln, which he had 

to overcome: 

Abraham Lincoln lost his job in 1832-- He was defeated 
for legislature in 1832 -- He failed in business in 
1833 -- His sweetheart died in 1835 -- He had a 
nervous breakdown in 1836 -- He was defeated for 
speaker in 1838 -- He was defeated for nomination 
for Congress in 1843 -- He lost for a re-nomination 
in 1848 -- He was rejected for the land officer 
in 1849 -- He was defeated for the Senate in 1854 -
He was defeated for nomination for Vice-President 
in 1856 -- He was again defeated for Senate in 1858 -
He was elected President of the United States in 1860. 

Because of such men - who are not reconciled to failure or defeat - or 

disability- who are not cortent to remain all their lives in the little log 

cabin in which they had been born -- because of such men and such ~eft women 

who open windows upon life - for themselves and for others - because of these 

men and women who are filled with what the Bible calls - the po.er of the spirit -

"other people who walk in darkness. come to see a great light" and those who 

dwell in deep darkness - a light comes to shine upon them. 

AAmen. 
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or >t1 rs. 
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It happened at the well house, where I was holding 
a mug under the spout. Annie pumped water into it, 
and vhen the water gushed over onto my band, she 
kept spelling v-a-t-e-r into my other band.Yi1lh her 
f'ingers. Suddenly I understood. Caught up in the 
first joy I had known since my illness, I reached 
out eagerly to Annie's ever-ready band, begging tor 
new words to identify wta tever objects I . touched. 
spark after spark of' meaning f'lev troa IAand to band 
and, miraculously affection vas born. From the 
veil house there walked two enraptured human beings, 
calling each other''Helen '1 and ''Teacher·•. r--

Anne Sul.livan eventually taught Helen Keller to read Braille. She taught 

her how words were uttered by having Helen place her f'ingers on the throat and lips of 

her teacher; slowly Helen learned how to talk. 

When Helen grew up, at the age of' 16 ahe wanted a college education. She 

enrolled at Radcli:tf'e. Anne Sullivan helped her to prepare 'tor entrance e,Yan,:J lit ions 

llilld. aat with 1:Er in every class and laboriously spelled into her hand every lecture and 

classroan discussion until Helen graduated with honors. She pays her teacher the 

following tribute: 

'nlere was such a virtue and paver of cOD1DPnication in 
Teacher's personality that af'ter her death I vas emboldened 
to perseve in seeking new ways to give life - lif'e and 
yet more lite to other men and women in darkness and silence. 
Teacher believed 1n me, and I resolved not to betray her taith. 

"No •tter what happens," she used to say, "keep on 
beginning. Each time you tall, start again, and you will grow 
stronger until you find that you have accaaplished a purpose. 
Not - the one you began w1 th, perhaps, but one that you will 
be glad to remember. " 

And who shall count the innumerable times she tried, failed, 
then conquered? 

Here is the :Cull grandeur and the nobility of' life! The opening of' Yindovs on 

life - for yourself' and f'011 others. 

Such people challenge all of' us - such people make us ubamed of' our own 

all too readlr excuses f'or failure - make us ashamed of' our loud ccaplaining - of our 

succumbing to the first mistortune, or Aef'eat, or sorrow. 

( 
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Every year the American people gratdully celebrate the birthday o:t 

another human being who opened windovs on lif'e. Abraham Lincoln set free not only 

the slaves, but set many tree, really tree, of their ael.f'-imposed limitations, of 

their unwillingness to open windows upon lif'e because of self-pity or because of fear 

or because of pride. DD Men the vorld over find in his lif'e a vindication of their 

own hopes and possibilities. He too was poor. Poor 1n a vast, lonely and empty 
ha. 

wilderness, poor in the midst of a llf'e that vas 41jtrsh and crude and crushing. He 

vas born into ignorance and reared in the midst of ignorance - no sobools - no 
Ull 

teachers - no guides - an awkward child, an ungainly and ecouth youth. Yet this man 

rose - ~•• out of his world at poverty and ignorance and superstition and disabilitieR, 

by dint of effort, by dint of what must be called character - for character is the 

sum total of all that I have been saying this morning. 

I chanced to glance at the newspaper this morning and I came across the 

following interesting chronicle ot the failures of Abraham Lincoln: 

Abraham Lincoln lost his Job 1n 1832 - he was defeated 
for legislature in 1832 - he failed 1n business in 
1833 - his sweetheart died in 1835 - he had a nervous 
breakdown in 1836 - he was defeated fo?s_peaker in 1838 -
he was defeated tor nanination for Congress 1n 1843 -
he lost for a re-nomination in 1848 - he was rejected for 
land otticer in 181.-9 - he was defeated for the Senate in 
1854 - he was defeated for nomination for Vice-President 
in 1856 ~ he was again defeated for senate in 1858 - he 
was elected President o:t the Un'ited States 1n 1860. 

Because of such men, who will not be reconciled to failure or disability, 

who are not content to spend their lives in the mean circU11Stancea ill which they had 

been born; because o:t such men and women who open vindows upon life for themselves 

and tor others; because of such men and women who are filled vith vbat the Bible 

calls ,the power of the spirit"J 11a people who walk in darkness have seen a great 

light and those who dwell in deep darkness have known that a light shines upon them". 
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In r ent y r ,-deat frten , a system of thought - a system of phi oaophic 

thou t - ha won adh rence ins cul r swell as in reli ious circ e • and it 

1 c lled by a r th r difficu t name • existentialism. It ia a difficult term 

to d fine, for actually th syat which it covers la rath r luai e and l ck• 

logic l oreci ion. Th secular branch of thia philosophy has had as i chief 

the French author , Jean- Pou ~ rtre. Thi branch of philo ophy frequ nt y verge 

• ut it pear to have on what mi~ht be call dint llectual and moral nih111 

pas d it zenith mon thos gro p of int llcctu h wcr at~r ct to i 

and ic is definlt ly on t an . 

ut exi tenti li m ha o a con ' derab c n dh r~nts in Chris ian 

circle • for whe t t philosophy is tran late i o theolo ic term, its main 

doctrin dlff r v ry little from t"o e of Paul, Au u tin or Calvin, exc pt 

that they r now ccout re in modern arb • in modern liv ry , a it r -

se to po &es h au o ity o ... t,-ie let t in pbilo phic termino ogy. 

~ b ic lly th1 y t o t1ou ht 1 rounded i deep p saimis • in 

diaillu ionment of 11 . it mood i a mood of crisi , a its idiom is death . 

It maint ins t t man cannot, ·n can n ver , acap th pr dlcament in which 

hia existence 1• involved. i mi 1 ent n led ad cu up in 1rr soluable 

parado • Hi efforts t ocia r form nd et11cal • lf•lmprovement ill never 

bring abo t the ood ocl ety , th Kin dom of 

the very tho ht of n• coo r tin in th 

• It i even uggeated that 

ia pr umptuou, ~ but other evidence of ~.an• b 

that n•a - only hope in th orl doe not 11 it in 

tti sin of pride; 

lf , hi efforts , hi 
a plr tins, 
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almply 

but his hope lies/in redemption by a power not himself • by God. 

the chi f exponent of this, what might b called religious existentialism, 
f , •• 

was Kierkegaard -a brilliant theologian df more than a hundred years ago►~. 

Kierkegaard rebelled violently against the humanistic trends which he found 

among ht Protestant theologlc colleagues. He wa• contemptuous of all human 

effort at aoclal reform and at self-reform. His own theolog ls dominated by 

a tormented ense of guilt and stn and dread and catastrophe• by a tragic view 

of life• of man's helplessness to improve himself . 

In our own day, this system of thought has appealed to quite a number of ,.., -religiously-minded people. ~ pessimism, underlyl ::his sy~tem of thought, 

as been deepened in our day by e disillusionm nt wt th the scientific, Mte

social and political movements of our day which promised so much . but which 

yielded so little, in fact which yielded eo much int erms of anguish and 

human suff ring. 

Now Judaism rejects such an exaggeratec pessi ism as regards man's 

nature and end0tffll8nts and achievements. According to Judaism's basic thought, 

man can, and to a large degree has, made his own world and in spite of frequent 

and tragic set-backs it has beet~ a progres ive world. Man has moved forward. 

to more knowledge, higher standards of living, greater ocial justice, better 

health condition, to more 1ntensiv efforts, toward the eradication of perty. 

Judaism takes a ide perspective. an historic perap ctive of human life. And 

it does see man rising, by the power of his will and struggle, aid d by the 

grace of God, from th jungle of barbarism nd slavery and poverty and dis ase, 

to the higher places of enllghtenmei,t, of security, of juatlc and of fr edom. 

Judaism maintain that there 1~ an ascending ccrv - an ascending proJectory as 

it were - in th long volutionary r cord of mankind. 

, nd in the ey s of our religion, pessimism ta a form of atheism, for 1 t 
God, which 1 in 

ignor the er tive spirit of/man, which God placed in man. ow it ls true that 

n cannot s e beyond th · horizon of his tim • . lhat 1 ah ad of lm he does not 
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know. But Judaism has constantly reminded man that beyond all horlzona, and e ch 

horizon, is God. 

Our human ance tors - th human cave dweller - c rtalnly could not ee th 

hape of thing to come. nd in their dark, imprison d minds, a thou an year 

ago, and more, there already lay, impounded as it were, all the marvelous achl ve

ments of man that wer to come. Inventions• and the discoveries - I and th 

music - and the poetry and the science and the philosophy - thin which that 

man in th cave surely, in the first place, could not gr p -- certainly could 

not anticipat. He could not p netrate the dark curtal which enshrouded him. 

He wolkl have been justifi d if he could think at all of these things, in a 

total p ssimism about the future of mankind. But he would hav been ut-tezly•• 

utterly nd completely, wrong. H did not realize the capacities of hi own 

mind. reach of hts own ima ina-ti • . t power. of is, .own 

wllll,.. lie di not, because at that sta of evolut on e could not see the long 

corridor~ of time. He could nots how the minds f his descendant& would push 

out in an irrepressible ur e - p ah out like flow r in the ae d -- push out 

to see more• underc. tand mor master more. 

He did not realize, that man who dwealt in the ca,es • our ancestor 

• was but stage i a long and heroic process of huma existence, a created 

being, but himself, at the same time a creator. Fashioned - and be hims lf 

fa hion r. He could not rasp th full play and the full lory of hl.lmaal adventure 

adv nture -· the epic of~ man rising on the rungs of aspiration and mounting 

achlev to bfeathlessbeight wh re he bocomas a little lower than th angels. 

"' ' I ...... 

able to trac in dvance-th-ts",s,r!"rm~,e;.:wm.;.....:.r.1m:e;..IMl•M--~llel~ra,e 

mazing ody s y of his descendant, he would not have d spired 

about the future of h. race. 

upon life. n himself h shad to do that. ~tan himself haa had to remove the 

dark shutter of hi existenc T ignoranc, superstition, fear, 

ha b d t open wide th ca -~ .. ta of h1 own life, o that 11 

n himself 

lght enter 
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• ir. If man does not do that•· if n had not done that -- through 

the g -- man would continu to dwell in utter darkn • in th dank loom of 

littlene and ignoranc and lfishnes and unfulfillment . Ula 

The human tory, 11f1J r friend• ls that of the unconquerabl men an 

women who ar aware, but who, at the same time, ar unreconcil d to th ir 

limit tion, their handicaps, th tr confinement& nd th 
and bar 

defeAts . d they 

continue to b t/at the barric des of their liv -- inst the d sabilit1es -

'till ithey give way, these dis bllitle • th e dnrk butters - nd the 

radi t unli ht of stery, nl arnaa:iant of r lizat1on. 

The human tory s t t of heroic men and women, w o by t!.eir own s crifices , 

eithe of elf, or of 

men for the a of an id 

to b d pised nd r ject by 

to b come acquainted with rief 

and sorrow,.. for the s k of an ideal - - succeed in bfeaking the ch ins of oth r 

and liftin burdens from their shoulder• and t eir hearta, and in exorcising 

the evil spirits off ar and dread and uper ition from th dwellin places of 

• 

Thes are the proph ts of u~~u~lnd, the see , the poet, t scientists . 

Ev ry seeker of no ledg - th t cher and th soc al reformer • these ar 

the men who open the 

world . 

upon life and enlar e 1 6 vi~slon and man• 

l d urrelig on, alway challen ed . n to open 

windo upon life • · tor ch out•· to rise up - - to go forth - - to go 

b yo d. Ad Gods 1 to ADraham, • t th 

o t fro yourcountry, fr your k ndred and from your father's house - to the 

land t I will show th . • · • - •an I will ~e of the a reat nation. " 

Dy replyi to that c llenge, Abraham become the funder of n gr t n f 1th 

and the build r of an c vilization. Go aaid to Moaea , ' 

Come now and I will eand th unto 

Ph roa nd bring forth 1y peopl out of • db au a Mose ace pted that 

int d of remalnln ere he wa , in th comfort and th cur1ty 
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of bis dwellin place in the land of lidian • becau he accepted this sunmons, 

Moses became the first emancipator of mankind, and the pioneer of human freedom. 

God said to Isaiah, ' Whom shall I end and who wi 11 go for uatn And Isaiah 

said , "Here am I . Send me. • And by so doln, Isa ah became a prop et to hi 

people and to humanity . Every prophet experienced the self0 same c 11 - that 

which we speak of a call of prophet - the elf- same sUt11110ns . 'nley were called 

away from what they were to what they were meant to be . pnd vhat were they 

meant to be? nd what did t ese prophets call upon their people to be? And to 

do? •• I the L-0rd have called upon you - I have t ken yo by the hand - - I have 

given you for a light unto th nation - open the eyes of the b~ind - to brinn 

out of the prison the prisoner - from the dun eon those who sit in darknes " • 

Open windows upon life! -- that 1 the challeng . 

Th whole world recently celebrated the 75th birthday of a remarkable 

woman, who at the age of 19 months was stxlcken blind and deaf and mute - Helen 

Keller. If ever a human being was consigned to tra 1c helplessness and ho elessneas 

and uselessness• Helen Keller was that person. the story is we l known to you 
now 

s it is/ t~nown to the whole of ankind . Her struggle upward to overcome her appalling, 

well nigh insunrountable handicaps - her indominatable cour ge which su talned her 

throu h th years, as she sumnoned every ounce of her splrltal energy and reaourcea, 

trying to piece together an awareness of life about her - to link up through darkness 
and 

and dread silence with the world of man/ of nature about her -- to r ecover speech 

whi le unable to hear sound - to educate herself - to go through achool and college -· 

to graduate with honors • to become a noted writer• to be able to found i nsti tution• 

for the care of others as dis bled as he was . All this has become an inspiring 

symbol of courage ir the whole human race. Hel~n Keller, literally, by the power 

of will, and f 1th, by self- challenging and self- summoning -- opened windows 

upon the world, for herself end for others . 

o she could have remained buried in her darkened world -

pitying · nd self- pityin vic~i of fate -- but s1e bet her hands again t the 

doors nd shutter of a prison house ... until he was able to step forth f ree 
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and rede d tot ke hr full place 1 the orld and st p forth into the lt ht 

of a lorious and purposeful and creative life. 

nd equ lly remar able - and qually heroic - and equally admirable - 1 

the life of H len Keller's teacher ond guide and cc panion, ne ~ullivan. If 

ever there wa a human being who literal y opened ind~s o lif for another 

human being, ;1 t was thi utt rly o toundin3 and zln woman, Anne u livan. 

nn Sullivan herself, w lmo t blind. Lat r o an oper tion parti lly 

r stor d her i>ht. nd Hel • Iler, 1er pupil, 1 her book flt ach r - hich 

1s tribut to her t acher, Anne Sulliva -- H 1 n Ke r hr lf t 11s the sto 

oft is re:. rkoble woman w o led er out of darkn s. 

It is interesti ~ that this rnne Sullivan her e~f 
had forcibly nd with heroic effort to open windows on 

her own life. She was the dau hter of Iris 
imntgranta. h w a born in squalid poverty. s far back as 

she could remember h ha had tr uble 1t her eyes; 
hr mother did when ahe was eight years old, leaving 
three children. r father bandoned them two years later and 

Annie never learned what becam of him. Her younger slater 
M ry, was placed w1 th rel !.v • ie on he~- seven year 

old brother Jilllllie, ere sent tot tat 1 House. 

Jimnie died a few months lat o tu erculosis . o o e 

outatde was 1 tereated in Anni • She bad no friends 
bet er fellow p~ p rs. Finally fter four y r, she 

managed to ,acape by fl i nging h raelf at group of 

visiting welfare orkers, cryin out, "I •ant to e,o to school'' • 

And at the Perklna Institute for the bind Annie learned Br llle, 

and the manunl alp bet . }nd he retr..aine t Peri for 1~ 

years more, gr duating aa the valedictorian of her class . 

'lb1• la the woman that hers lf climbed painfully, the teep atalrway of 

self- redemption, who undertook the task of making the blind to see and tho deaf 

to hear and the tlea iwte to speak to 

the human pirtt would permit . 

degr e that nature nd the resource• of 

her tory bas lso b en told. Hr night auper- buman patience with hia 

child, Hel n Keller, whose unconaciou rebellion against unexplained affl1ctlona 

of her lif that made her wild and temperamental, the long, w ry houra and days 

apent in teachi her pupil th n al alphab t , to spell out worda which m nt 

nothing, until sh wa able to reach the conaclouaneaa of her pupil with the firat 

word, •water' . Helen Keller describes thla moment of miracl in her book s 
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It h ppened t th well house, wh r I w holding 
a mug und r the spout. 1 pumped wat r into it, 
and when the water gush dover onto my h nd, aha 
k pt apelli w-a•t-e•r into my other hand with her 
fing rs. Sudden y I undastood. Caught up in th 
ir t joy I had known a1nce my illness, I reac ed 

out u erly to le'• ever- dy hand, begg1n for 
ne, word to id tify what v r object I touched. 
Spark aft r spark of meanin flew from h nd to h nd 
nd, miraculvu !.y ffect1on wa born. rom t 

well house ther walked two enraptured bein s, call
ing ch other 'Helen., an " 'I ch r •' 

1e u l van eventu lly tau ht elen 11 r tor.ad Br ill. Sh tu ht 

her how word w r u tr d by having !en p ac ber finger on th thro tan 

and lips of r teacher s l .Ly 1 med aw to t • 

And when Hel n gr up • t tl e o 16 shew nte a col1ege educatio. 

She enrolled at Radcliffe. 1 d Anne u liv n help her o prepar for entranc 

examinations and Anne Sullivan sat with her in every clas nd 1 boriously ap 11 d 

into her hand every lecture and cla -room dlacu ion an Hel 

Radcliff with honors. 

graduated from 

And pay r teachar, w o die, th foll in tribute: 

There a sch virtue and pow r f Cvu~•~nication ln 
T cher•s personality tllt after hr d -th I wa embolden d 
top r v r in e lg n w y to ve 11£ - life 
and yet mor life to other men and women ind rkneaa and ilence. 
Teach r b lieved 1 me, nd Ir olved not to betray 1er faitl. 

"No matter wh t happens," she us d to y, ''keep on baglnnin • 
• ch time you f 1 , tart a l ov r a ain, and you wi 11 grow 
tronger until you find t t you have accomplished a purpoae. 

t the one you began with, perhaps, b t one t at you w i 11 bl 
lad to rem•ene.er.• 

And who s 11 cou t th inn r ble time ah tried, 
fat led, then conquered'? 

Hr, my od friend, i the full grandeur and th nobility of lifal The 

openinfl of windowst- for yourself nd for oth rs - on life! 

uch people c llen 11 of ua - auch people k us ash d of our o 

11 too re dy excu for fail re•· make us ashamed of our loud complaining•· 

to the firat iafortune or defeat or aorrow. of o own ccumbl 

ric peopl 111 a in r tefully celebrat t 

.-lrthd of anot r human bei ho op ed •ndow on lif for millions of peopl, 

br h Lincol. Abraham lincoln aet fr , not only alavea, but at many human 

b 1n fr - ally fr • from their elf-imposed limitation, from their 
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awn unwilltnsn••• to open wlndowa upon life because of eelf-plty or because of 

far or because of pride or from whatever other reason. The wbol world finds 

in the 11fe of braham Ltncoln a vindictt.ion of their own hopes in the promise 

of their own lives, for he too es poor. And oh how poor. Poor in a vast, lonely 

and empty wilderness in the midst of a life that wos bars and crude and crushing. 

He too was born in the midst of i~norance and reared in th midst of i noranc - 

no schools - no teachers - no guidPS -- an awkward child, an ungainly n· uncouth 

youth. Yet this man rose -- rose out of his world of poverty and ignorance u d 

superstition and 111.e•alti-l.l•y- disabilities - by dint of effort•- by dint of 

what must be cslled character -- for ch racter is the SL'm total of all that I 

have been saying this mo1-nin3. 

I chanced to glance at the ne\vspaper this morning and l came across the 

following interesting story of t e f .. lures of l' .. brnham Li ncoln , which he h· d 

to overcome: 

Abraham Lincoln l st his ob in 1832-- le wa defeated 
for legislature in 1832 -- He f ll din business in 
1833 -• His S\<1eetheart died in 1935 -- He had a 
nervous breakdown ln 1836 •-He ws defeated for 
speal<:er in 1838 .. ~ He was defeated for nomination 
for Congress in 1843 -• He lost for a re-nomin tion 
in 1848 •· Hews reject~d for the land officer 
in 1849 ... H was defeated for the enate in -1-851 •· 
He wa defeated for nomination for Vice--President 
tn 1856 •- He was again defeated for .... enate 1n 1858 ... 
He was elected resident of the t:ntted States in 18 o. 

B c use of uch men - w oar not reconciled to f ilurc or def t - or 

disnbtlity- who are not cnrtent to remain all their lives int he little log 

cabin in hich they had b en born -- because of such men and such aea wo e.."'l 

who open window upon life - for thems lv said for ot ers - b cause of the& 

men nd iiomen who re filled with whot the Bible c 11 - the power of the spirit -

'Oiaiher people who walk in darkness , come to sea great light~ nd thoaa who 

dwell in deep darkne s - a 11nht comes Co 
tt 

ine upon rt1em. 
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Sunday Morning Service 

10:30 o'clock 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

will speak on 

Opening Windows On Life 

In honor of Jewish Music Month the "Service Sacre" of Leon Algazi 

will be sung by the Temple Choir 

' j ,.. 

Friday Evening Services 

5 :30 to 6 : 10 

Saturday Morning Services 

11 :15 to 12:00 

No. 19 

----
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MUSIC FOR SUNDAY 

On the occasion of the final Sunday 
of Jewish Music Month, and in accord 
ance with the plan previously announced, 
of presenting some of the outstanding 
services of M odern Jewish music, the 
" Service Sacre" of Dr. Leon Algazi will 
be presented this Sunday morning. 
Members of the congregation will 
recall that this Service was presented 
for the first time in Cleveland last year 
at one of ou r Sunday morning services. 

Organ 
And the H eaven s wer created Einstein 
Six Preludes III Bloch 
M editation 

Kadd ish Cast lnuovo - T edesco 

The " Service Sacre" L. Algazi 
Mah Tovu - B or'chu - Sh'ma and 
B oruch - Veohavtoh - Michomocho -
Tzur Y isroel - K ed usha - Y ihy u 
Lerotzon - E tz Chayim 

B efore the Address 
Sh 'chulo achulo Traditional 

M iss W ischmeyer and Choir 

Olenu 

Vaanachnu 

G oldstei n 

L . Algazi 

[l·nqtle fflt·utorial filttok 
The name of 

SARA BEECHLER 

has been lovingly inscribed in The 
Temple Memorial Book by her 
son, William. 

FATHER-DAUGHTER BANQUET 
/ This Sunday, February 10 

I 
Once again fathers and daughters 

will share an afternoon of fun when 
they gather for their annual party 
this Sunday, February 10th. 

Starting the day by attending ser
vices with their older daughters fathers 
will meet the youngsters after religious 
school and all will enjoy a hot lunch 
which will be served in Mahler Hall. 

An exceptional act will be presented 
by Mr. Arnold Masino and his group 
of well trained animals whose per 
formances will amuse and thrill not 
only the youngsters but the parents 
as well. 

Plan to spend this day with your 
children and your friends. 

NOTICE TO PARENTS 

Because of the Father-Daughter 
Banquet on Sunday, February 10th, 
which is being held in Mahler Hall, 
parents are requested to call for their 
children in their class rooms at the 
close of the Religious School. 

TEMPLE HIGH SCHOOL 
DISCUSSION GROUP 

High School Parents 
and students 

will hear 

Mrs. Winifred Miller 

speak on 

"What a Child Wants Most
A Family Who Wants Him!" 

at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. A . Charles Schaul 

3236 Warrington Road 

Thursday, February 14th 
8:30 P. M. 

Social Hour 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The flowers which will grace the 
altar on Sunday morning, February 
10th are contributed in memory of 
beloved mother Rae Synenberg Cohen, 
on her birthday, by Mr. J. Harmon 
Cohen. 

TEMPLE HIGH SCHOOL 
RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Abe Amster and Mrs. Carl 
Friedman are the Co-chairmen of th 
Temple High School Religious Com 
mittee this year and together with their 
various committee heads, are respon
sible for a very active and well planned 
program for the High School students 
and their parents. 

Assisting Mrs. Amster and Mrs. 
Friedman are fifteen co-chairmen of 
various committees. Mrs. Arthur 
Reich and Mrs. Agnes Fries are co
chairmen of the Hospitality Com
mittee. This committee prepares and 
serves the refreshments for the periodic 
joint parent and student affairs as well 
as for the separate student functions . 

The Table Decorations and Hostess 
Committee is headed by Mrs. Sydney 
Forman and Mrs. Wilbur Steuer. 

Mrs. Ralph Hurwitz and Mrs. Alvin 
Schriebman are co-chairmen for the 
Discussion Group Committee which 
plans five evening discussion meetings 
for the parents. 

The Debate and Housing Committee 
arranges transportation, housing and 
entertainment for out-of-town debat
ing teams who come to debate the 
Temple teams. This committee is 
headed by Mrs . William Simon and 
Mrs. Fred Sternberg. 

Mrs . Milton Eckstein, Mrs. W illiam 
Evans and Mrs. William Kleinman are 
in charge of the telephone committee. 

This year a new and unusual activity 
is being planned for the High School 
students. They will have a spring 
"week-end at Camp Wise:· 1 ne com
mittee responsible for organizing this 
new venture is headed by Mesdames 
Kennard Goodman, Sylvester M arx, 
Nat Levich and Harold R ose. 

A vote of thanks is extended to the 
capable and energetic leaders of the 
Temple High School Committees. 

l ht ffirmnriam 

The Temple notes with deep sorrow 
th passing of 

KATIE COHEN 

THEODORE T. SINDELL 

and extends heartfelt sympathies to 
th members of their bereaved families. 
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GUTHRIE McCLINTIC 
Guest speaker 

February 13, 1957 

Although i 1s with regret that we 
announce that Miss Ruth Chatterton, 
who was scheduled to be with us for 
our meeting on February 13, is unable 
to come due to illness, we are pro
foundly pleased that one of the most 
famous theatrical producer-directors of 
our day, Mr. Guthrie McClintic has, 
in spite of his crowded calendar of 
engagements, generously offered to 
come to us in her place. 

Mr . McClintic will recall for The 
T emple Women 's Association his thirt ,_ 
five eventful years in the theat;r. 
Since his debut as a Broadway pro
ducer in 1921, Mr. McClintic has 
staged ninety-four productions a 
record in the annals of the American 
stage. 

He entered the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts in 1910 and although 
he aspired to an acting career , he took 
employment as assistant to Mr. 
Winthrop Ames, under whos impec
cable guidance he directed, supervised 
castings and rehearsals, and handled 
lighting a nd stag settings. 

In 1921 h e married the first lady of 
t he th ater the then unknown 
Katherin Cornell and from that 
ti me forward has directed her plays. 
Along with her memorable perform
a?ces of " Romeo a nd Juliet" , " Can
dida" and " Th Barretts o f Wimpole 
S reet", Mr. McClintic also directed 
many other production of which th 
" Old M aid" was a Pulitz r Prize 
winn r. and " W in t rs t" and " H igh 
Tor' w r winn r of h N w Y rk 

rama Crt 1cs' C ircl Awards. Amon 

the theater greats whose plays Mr. 
McClintic directed are Judith Anderson , 
John Gielgud, Maurice Evans, Burgess 
Meredith, Raymond Masey, Maurice 
Evans and Ruth Gordon . 

In his memoirs, " Me and Kit", Mr. 
McClintic has written a lively account 
of his happy marriage and their won 
derful experiences in the theater. 

On the platform Mr. McClintic 
demonstrates his unquenchable zest for 
the stage . He communicates to his 
listeners the magic of the theater and 
the spirit of those who have made 
it great. 

Mrs. Harry A. Cohn will preside at 
the meeting and introduce the speaker 
whose subject is " Seeing Stars" . 

Those in attendance are invited to 
have tea with Mr. McClintic after the 
program. 

Since February is Brotherhood 
month each member of the association 
is asked to bring one guest of another 
faith to enjoy the meeting with her . 
Admission is by membership card. 

Mrs. Marc B . Goldstein , chairman 
of hospitality and her co-chairmen, 
Mrs. Richard Adler, Mrs. Leonard 
Himmel, Mrs. David Schiffer and Mrs . 
L . N. Gross, are in charge of refresh 
ments and d corations. 

Mrs . Lucille Shaw, chairman of 
ho tess s, will be as isted by her co
chairmen, Mrs . Benjamin Baron Mrs. 
A. J. Lissauer, Mrs. Lawrenc Skall, 
Mrs . William B. Markus and Mr . 
J. William L rn r and b memb rs of 
h niongram and Clerical Com-

mitt s . 

OUT OF THE PAST 

Let us brush aside again the thin 
veil of memory and look down the years 
in the annals of T. W . A. We see a 
parade of dedicated, intelligent women , 
marked by faith, vision and courage 
women of all ages there is no fixed 
retirement age. In a survey of their 
activities we find much that is admir
able and heart-warming. 

1921 
The Sunshine Guild brought fruit, 
candy and toys to sick children, 
contributed money for foreign re
lief, to the Inter-collegiate Menorah 
Society and adopted a war orphan. 
" Spilling the Calendar" a lunch
eon was attended by over two 
hundred guests, each one finding 
her place at her table, decorated to 
signify the month of her birth. A 
Jennie Lind program was presented. 

1922 
A Musicale-Tea raised $300.00 for 
the Organ Fund. 
The Flying Squadron pledged 
themselves to give motor service 
whenever needed. 
A " Kitchen Kabinet" Concert 
brought in funds for complete 
kitchen equipment. 

1931 
TWA inaugurated a sewing pro
ject in cooperation with the Asso
ciated Charities and the Jewish 
Social Service Bureau to provide 
work three days a week at The 
Temple for unemployed women 
of all creeds. 

1934 
Rabbi Silver gave a series of six 
lectures on the great Bibles of 
mankind. 

1936 
Mrs. Ann Berk Kuper, int rpretive 
reader, gave a reading, in costume, 
of the New York success, "Victoria 
Regina" at the November meeting. 
A new program policy ... in place 
of four open meetings supple
mented by Study Groups on Fri 
day morning and Saturday after
noon, a program of six monthly 
meetings was established. 

1937 
A cultural program of unusual 
distinction. Eleanor Roosevelt 
spoke at Music Hall on " P eace". 
A large share of the funds from 
this fund raising project went to 
furnish Mahler Hall. 

Th activities of TWA add up to a 
record of good will, good fellowship 
adroit leader hi and enthusiasm for 
ev ry s lf-impr ving opportunity. 



HEBREW: REVIVAL AND REDEMPTION 
by Menachem Ribalow 

from 

MID - CENTURY 

An Anthology of Jewish Life and 
Culture in Our Times 

Edited by Harold U. Ribalow 

love of the Jew-for~the- Hebrew 
lo age, popularly called 'the sacred 
to1 ~ 1e." is one of the most precious 
na I mal possessions of the Jewish 
p oplt. This love is woven, like a 
gold ·n thread, throughout Jewish his-

01 for the Jew knows that "the sacred 
tongue • is the eternal tongue of his 
p ople. One generation passeth away 
.... . ,nother generation cometh; and 
th Hebrew language abideth forever. 
E xile may end and redemption come 
and the root -language of the land of 
Isra I stands firm. 

Although the Jewish people made 
u t of many different languages, cor
responding with the many lands into 
which it was driven by its fate of exile, 
it never even for a day betrayed or 
rejected its language. The Jew would 
u t Hebrew in his prayers, his lamenta
tions, his liturgical poetry; in its accents 
h, would pour forth his heart to God 
in tirr ing and plaintive psalms. Week 
in ind week out he would review the 
\\ Kly biblical portion according to 
ti l traditional practice, twice in the 
H ew original, once in the Aramaic 

• 1 la tion, and the entire ancient 
' ry of his people would pass before 

md's eye. 

I e universe was created by means 
holy tongue ' thus spoke the 

1 sages because to them the 
e was revealed in He brew. They 

<ind many feel with them today, 
hrough the Hebrew language the 
1 national and cultural character 
ost truly revealed. Actually, the 
11ng is simple. There live in this 

ge historic Jewish concepts and 
w expressions that are peculiar 
nique and find their like in no 
language. There are words, 

ls and verses whose roots go so 
hat they touch the limits of time 

hus can have their comparison in 
her tongue. Every word bears the 
of ancient eras and has the savor 
wines that stir up longings that 

cend the boundari s of languag . 

herefor th man who sp aks or 
s such a language becomes a 

• 1 r with th great of distant pochs 
enters a mystical nclosure with 

n_obl m n of pin who liv d 
richly and draw ust nan 

from their fountain. He feels that a 
great and majestic hand casts him 
the phrase of Hayim N ah man Bialik 
into "an unexplored height , an un 
known remoteness." 

For it was through the Hebrew 
language that the God of Israel re 
vealed Himself to His people and it 
was in this language that the covenant 
was sealed between them. This is the 
language of the Jewish people's past 
as it is the language of its future m 
Israel . 

The Hebrew language is the language 
of the Jewish beginnings, for it was in 
Hebrew that God revealed Himself in 
a vision to Abram, before he became 
the patriarch Abraham, when H com
manded him to gaze heavenward and 
to count the stars even befor he had 
made his covenant with Him. 

It was in Hebrew that God disc! sed 
Himself to Moses, out of the bush that 
burned with flame, yet was not con
sumed. 

It was in Hebrew that Moses and the 
people of Israel burst forth into song 
at the Red Sea a song of national glory 
and rebirth, after their departure from 
Egypt. 

It was in Hebrew, too, that Moses 
spoke from Sinai 's peak and "God 
answered him by a voice" and the 
Torah was given to Israel. 

All the statutes and ordinances of 
the Torah, by which th Jewish people 
has lived for thousands of years, were 
written in Hebrew. Similarly, the 
Hebrew language has been warp and 
woof of the Jewish fabric from the 
conquest of Canaan to the destruction 
of the first Temple and the Babylonian 
captivity ; from the first King to the 
last Prophet· from the return from 
Babylonian exile to the destruction of 
the second Temple. He brew has been 
b anch and root of the Jewish creations 
of spirit from Ezra and the men of the 
Great Synagogue to the days of h 
writing of the Mishnah and the G mar a; 
from the Halachic literature to the 
literature of mysticism· from th Gaonic 
literatur and that of th Middle Ages 
through th Kabbalah and Hasidism 

and the Haskalah up to our own tim 
up t th r storation of th J wish 
Stat . 

Th entir Jewish appr ach to lif 
in which ar unit d th arthly and th~ 
heavenly , th mat rial and th spirit 
ual, finds full and exact xpr ssion in 
th Hebr w languag . Abstract and 
lorty concepts ar bl nd d tog th r 
wit~ ~he concr t and simpl . Sym
bolic images of the compl t ly incor 
poreal divin dw ll honorably sid b 
sid wi_th v ry human descriptions, 
convertmg the spirit into matter and 
the god! into human. Th anthro
pomorphic l m nt is charact ristic of 
the Bible and, th r fore, of H br w. 

The J w is fond of concr t ness, of 
the figure of bas-relief, th definit n ss 
of the idol th forbidden idol. • H 
ascribes even to God human charact r 
istics. God is not only the God of 

ho t ; H is also the man of ho t . 

He can wax angry at His p op! . Light 
is His garment; His tent the heavens. 
He rides upon the thick clouds and 
flies upon the wings of the wind. H 
speaks and r members, lov sand hat s. 
He is jealous and av nging, merciful 
and compassionate. 

These are human qualities and it is 
these human qualities which philos
ophers and theologians hav labored 
so hard to xplain, qualiti s which the 
Jewish people have illustrated so p r 
ceptively in the Bibi . Thes qualiti s 
are safeguarded in the Hebrew lan
guage for in Hebrew ther are r tained 
the naivete of the folk in its childhood 
and something of the strength of 
primeval man whos fl sh yearned for 
the living God. 

Yes, the Jewish g n rations come 
and go, language and culture ent r the 
world and pass on, but the Hebrew 
tungue remains, it s ands forever. 
Actually, the word "stands" is in 
accurate , for Hebrew moves, it is alive, 
constantly developing and r juvenat
ing itself with new vitality. 

This is an inn r vitality, on of the 
soul, for Hebrew has liv d within the 
Jewish p ople, in all p riods and ages, 
in all lands and in all exil s. In Baby
lonia and in Persia, in Gr ce and 
Egypt, in Spain and Africa, in G rmany 
and Poland, in Italy and France, in 
Lithuania and Rumania and now in 
North and South America, the Hebrew 
language, like a good and faithful 
angel, accompani d the p opl it lov d. 

In every age and in v ry land ther 
aros red emers for H brew in th 
shape of poets and scholars and codi 
fiers and grammarians. 

r T o b conclud d m n x 1 u of th Bulletin ) 
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The third 

SEMINAR 

on 

Some Historic Controversies In Jewish Life 

Under the auspices of 

THE TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

and the 

TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB 

will be conducted by 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

subject 

THE ORTHODOX VERSUS THE REFORMED 

Musical Program 

THE MUSIC OF THE SYNAGOGUE 

Mr. A. R. Willard and Mr. Melvin Hakala 
of the Temple Choir 

CHANTING OF THE KIDDUSH 

SOCIAL HOUR 

The Temple FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 8 :30 P. M. 

Open to all members of The Temple and their friends 

TEMPLE HIGH SCHOOL 
DEBATING TEAM 

It is with great pleasure that The 
Temple announces the establishment 
of a prize for Temple High School 
Debating Team Members. 

This has been made possible through 
the generosity of Mr. Lawrence E. 
Broh-Kahn, who for many years has 
taught in the school and guided the 
debating group. It is to be given for 
the best performance in debating in 
each school year. 

The Temple records, with thanks, 
this generous contribution. 

MR. AND MRS. CLUB 
1957 TALENT SHOW 

The first rehearsal for the Mr. and 
Mrs. Club 1957 Talent Show, "Tomor
row Night" will take place on Wednes 
day evening, February 13th, at 
8 :30 P.M. in Mahler Hall. Those who 
want to be in this show MUST be at 
this rehearsal. 

Anyone who is interested in taking 
part in this show but was unable to 
attend the try-out may audition on 
this evening at 8 :00 o'clock, before the 
rehearsal, or make arrangements by 
calling Allyne Gottlieb at ERieview 
1-3858. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SEMINAR 
OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 

Almost four hundred people attended 
the opening session of the February 
Course on "Some Historic Contro
versies in Jewish Life" on February 1st. 

The audience was well rewarded with 
a diversified program on the theme of 
the controversy between "The Chassi
dim versus the Mithnagdim". R abbi 
Daniel Jeremy Silver brought out the 
various aspects of the Chassidic move
ment and the reasons for its success 
and failure. The eighteenth century 
Jew lived a restricted ghetto life in 
Eastern Europe and religion up to that 
time concerned itself with intellectual 
pursuits and study. This religion of 
the mind did not meet the spiritual 
demands of the masses. They needed 
a faith that would bring exaltation and 
truth into their dreary lives, and out 
of this need grew the Chassidic M ove 
ment. 

Rabbi Silver illustrated his subject 
with slides and interspersed his com
ments with music beautifully rendered 
by Mr. Ben Silverberg, Mr. M elvin 
Ha kola and Mr. A. R. W illard. 

Mr. Paul Meldon acted as Chairman 
of the evening, Mrs. Paul Meldon lit 
the Shabbos candles and M r. Alvin 0 . 
Schreibman recited the Kiddush. A 
social hour, planned by M rs. M arc 
Goldstein, completed the evening. 

Chairman of the Seminar, Dr. Erwin 
Levin , was ably assisted by the follow 
ing members of the Temple Men's 
Club, President, Dr. Joseph Gould, 
Morton Epstein, David Immerman 

' Dr. Nathan Kaufman, Abe Nebel and 
Dr. Edward Siegler; and of the Temple 
Women's Association, President, M rs. 
Harry Cohn, Mrs . Leo Bailys, M rs. 
John Cohen, Mrs. Arthur Friedman, 
~ ... 1rs 4 Joseph Gculd, l\,1rs~ Erwin Levin, 
Mrs. Harry Meldon, Mrs. Sam M eldon, 
Mrs. Abe Nebel, Mrs. Leon Newman, 
Mrs. Alvin Schreibman and Mrs. 
Edward Siegler. The T emple extends 
thanks to all of these people . 

THE SECOND SEMINAR WILL BE 
HELD THIS FRIDAY EVENING, FEBR U
ARY 8th, WHEN RABBI ABBA H ILLEL 
SILVER WILL SPEAK ON "THE PHARI· 
SEES VERSUS THE SADUCEES". 

ffi1·mple fflrm11rial i111olt 

The name of 

LEWIS SANDS 

has been lovingly inscribed in The 
Temple Memorial Book by his 
son, Joseph M. Sands. 
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The Temple Gratefully 
Acknowledges The 

Following Contributions 

TO THE ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
CHARITABLE AND 
EDUCATIONAL FUND: 

A gift, by Mr. and Mrs. Sid Kyman ; in 
honor of the birthday of Rabbi Abba Hill I 
Silver and the wedding anniversary of Rabbi 
and Mrs. Abba Hillel Silver, by Jacob E . 
Pollak. 

TO THE SOPHIE AUERBACH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 

In memory of M elvin A. Newman, by Mrs. 
Saul Klein ; in memory of M elvin A. N ewman, 
by Mr. and Mrs. Marc Goldstein; in memory 
of mother, Mrs. H enrietta Lippman, by Mrs. 
Henry H. Amster; m memory of J rome 
Fishel, by Mr. and Mrs. Carol L evison; m 
m emory of Mrs. Hugo Fish l, by th Misses 
Camille and Sadie Stone; in memory of Mrs. 
Hugo Fishel, by Mr. and Mrs . Caro1 Levison. 

TO THE FLOWER FUND: 

In honor of th 90th birthday of Mr. S. S . 
Weber , by Mr. and Mrs . L onard R . Lichtig. 

TO THE IGNATZ ASCHERMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND: 

In memory of father, Carl Alvin Sperber, 
by Maureve and Howard Sp rb r. 

TC THE JENNIE M. LITTMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND: 

In memory of th birthday of fath r, Loui 
Littman, by Mr . Louis Lux. 

TO THE LIBRARY FUND: 

In memory of aunt, Fanny Syn nberg. on 
the anniversary of her death, by J. Harmon 
Cohen; in memory of mother, Edith Lefton. 
by Harvey and Saundra Lefton; in memory 
of Reb cca Schabel, by Mrs. M. B. Spero; in 
memory of Eug ne Haberman, by Mrs. M . B. 
Spero; in m mory of Edith W. Lefton, by Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Gell in; in memory of Edward 
Havr , by Mrs. M . B . Spero; in memory of 
Arthur B dford, by Mr. and Mrs . David Davis ; 
in m mory of Arthur B edford, by Mr. and Mrs . 
William I. Katz; in memory of Mrs. Mamie 
Bartow, by Mr. and Mrs. William I. Katz. 

TO THE TEMPLE 
MUSEUM FUND: 

In memory of beloved mother, Ra Synen
b rg Cohen, on her birthday, by J . Harmon 
Cohen. 

TO THE HILDA KROHNGOLD 
MEMORIAL FUND: 

In memory of Max Amster, by Mr . and 
Mrs. W. C. Englander; in memory of Max 
Amster, by M r. and Mrs. Edwin R . B ergman. 

TO THE PRAYER BOOK FUND: 

In memory of Mrs. Sarah Arnold, by Stuart 
and Zara Hall ; in memory of M lvin A. 
Newman, by Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Fuld
auer; in honor of th marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Samu I C. Jaffe, by Mrs. Hyman Fr dman of 
Harri burg, Pa. 

: / SAVE THE DATE! 

IVV/ The Temple Men 's Club 

1 12th Annual 

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT 

Wednesday, F ebruary 20 
6:15 P. M . Mahler Hall 

In conjunction with BrotherhouJ Week, 
the Temple M en's Club will off r a panel 

discussion on 

OUR CHANGING CITY AND 
HOW TO BECOME 

BETTER NEIGHBORS 

M oderator 

MR . WRIGHT BRYAN Editor, 
Cleveland Plain Dealer . 

Pan I M embers 

MR. CARL FEISS Architect and City 
Planner. Former Chief of Community 
Planning and D evelopment Branch of 
Housing and Hom Finance Agency in 
Washington, D. C. 

MR. ERNEST BOHN Director, Cleve
land M tropolitan Housing Authority. 

MR . HORTON HAMPTON Vice 
President, Nickel Plate Railroad. 

JUDGE CHARLES W. WHITE Judg 
of Common Pl as Court. 

Musical Program 
by 

"The Chanticleers" 

Shak r H ights High School 
A Cap Ila Choir 

Each memb r is urged to bring a 
non-Jewish gu st. 

R es rvations at 2.75 

Tab! of 10 availabl 

-




