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WHAT M\KES AND BRFAKS A FA LI 

I' 
That f'amilie are breaking up everywhere 

Ct., ,, 
;J 

in our American society is clearly 

divorced, 'three hundred and seventy ei ht thousand couples er divorced last year. 

For every three marriage lie nses i sued, on divorce suit is filed . America •s rate 

of divorce is the highest in the western world and j t is rising. Ther are six 

million children in the United Stat a who do not live with both parents . 

Now, why are so many homes breaking up? llaµy :val!id explanations have been 

giv n. The f'ami~ today1 aa maintained, is a much ller social unit, much more 
. 

mobile and urbanized tis no Ion r sup orted or buttressed by the extended 

family group hich prevailed in rural America or in small towns and ch still 

prevails in many European countries . A speaker at a recent National Conferende ori 
I • 

Social elf'are thus contr~sted the family of present day America ith that or yesterday• 
( 

We all know., he declared, woot that rural family was but let us look t it a ain . 

It was family that tended o tay put . It as usual~ composed or ever al enera­

tions as contrasted with the nucl ar f ily of today - husband, ife children, am 

perhaps a mother-in- law. It was the kinship or extended family that njoyed ~ .-.{. 

support, com nionship, and aultur 1 continuity of' grandparents an great-grandpa.rents, 

of aut)ts, and uncles , and cousin • It s a 1·re of interd pend nee . People kne 

each other and aided one another. It was 11 town where there were no strangers . 

It was a church i th a p rvading nd p ,erful moral force on its constant con egation. 

It was family in which each member had a recogniz d essential job, h re the roles 



I 

of wife arrl l'llaband ard child were well-defined and vitally important. tt was a 

f ily which spent almost all of its time together, found its own mutually shared 

recreation, ca?Tied on much of its own education, transmitted its own cultural values, 

and was largely dependent upon 1 tselr f or the production of food and clothing •.• , The 

elders were the home- own marital counselors. This family provided its awn baby-

sitt re, h emak rs, and foster hemes. n one of its members ma?Tied, --iJha.c:=•a,;:~::::;,e:zo-:i. 
✓ , 

ou .[). rarely left to fend far th m elves. ftey simply became junior memb rs of a 

well-e bli hed firm. Advice and su rvision were always av: ilable and given .freely. 

The .family's social status was clear - to achieve and maintain respect, it simpl,Y had 

to su port itself in decency., ovide the e sentials of life, be God-fearing. Its •1 
. ,, "-'~~ 

clear and unrelenting., and enrorced by all the canmunity. It was not k 
" 

the perfect family,., ... t whatever it p chic difficulties, it as so 

constructed that it did not easily beco 
11 

complete breakdown. 

and it was s ldom subject to 

-~- \\ 
That wa the fa .ily of yesterday. And what of today' faiiiily? Today's family 

is a ve different family. The couple l'Tied out of romantic love. Their marriage 

was not arran d, as it once ould have been, by their parents. Thi couple see their 

own parents perhaps once a year, and the rest of the relatives, for the ma,t part, exist 

onl an annu 1 Christmas card. T y expect to move, at least two or three times 

while their children are 
a. - /., 

owing up., not infrequently to other states ~ even across the 

country •• 1Fam·1y .friends must be ly made., perhaps every two or three years. · 

"The family must e tablish its own st atus. Few know, and fewer c r , what the 

and.father had achieved or who t e t-grand.f'ather had been. No neratio~established 

reput tion follows the fami~."' The traditional r,les of husband nd wife are no lon r 

distinct and e ch r, 1y must n:i t own balanc • The wife no lon r has a clear-cut 

role. The ... _, .... n. d tor indu trial workara has taken millions of others :tnto industry. 
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At the same time her role as mother and housewife has been devalued - it is of 1 status. 
Often from her employmea;:he may earn as much or more than her husband. The mores 
of the community, ~patterns of sexual conduct, its standards and values are not o 
cle r or so socially enforced as they once were. In essence, the family is alone, 
isolated, separated fran relatives or those to whom it would be natural to turn for 
counsel. It mu tin large part make its own choices, vote its own decisions, establi h II its mrn values. 

(1 
(,, Thus the family today is, in a real sense, subject ·to greater trains and 

tensions arrl to increasing responsibility.~ Greater stress is accordingly laid today 
on personal relations, on husband, wife and children within a sort of a norraad:lc 
civilization. Fifteen million people in the United States move every yearJin the 
midst of an urbanized civilization1hP. family h::is become, s the author said, rather 
isolated and almost entirely self-dependent. 

itftin- the last generation or so, two World ar contributed to the dis­
-~ organization of family life in our country by the up oo ing and trans lanting of mill ions ' of men from their normal environments - from their customary ways of life, and standards {...: sharply and ·sci lines, • to camps or over seas. Divorces lways rise/ fter rs• 

~ar and broken homes are closely re ted as cause and effect. P.._a.. ,_,/ ';7 economic ~he mancipation of wanan - however desir+able that was - and growing/in-
dependence as the result of the recent employment of women in industry undoubtedly 
MS contributed to the divorce problem. The incidence of divorce is higher among 
workin ives than among housewives.~ even million mothers in the United States are 
employed in industrile - two and a hall' million of them wit h children urxler six years 
or age. All this has tended to :-~JI: the problem. 

Poverty, slums, prolon ed unemployment and all their attendant miseries are also 
factors in this problem. Divorc is more frequent amon the poor than among members of 

V ,,.L ... the middle class or the rich althci1t GflM&-t be overlooked that divorces rise during 
goo times and ecline during a depression. 
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D orces a by no e all know, li • t d to th oor . e,,r,Cono c s 
• ti. • .. .. ,J.-t-l-­

al ya synorzymo s wit fa 1y ctmity . B t without a e sure o 

an , 

by no ans 
I\ 

rity; the strains e e end n rt bility oft h 

curit .,,, .. .., 

ono ic 

and ·; 
' 

family . 

/ o 
oft 

The r, of cour e 1 
<, 

abl ladju 

o nt of conciliation by court 
: t,. 
~ 

p ehiatrietf, lp ·n such 

of funda n l ladju tmen 

, b ,t+er off divorced . 
V 

coun.elling by oci.al a noie or the skill 
~a,USv 

situation. s clearly been et bl 

any b sic union to keep th~t ia , that h stable~ llt//f/M Ju is ccofdin ly 

count n need di orce it deprecated it. 
',O 

But n o n Nall:r not
11

~ • J h ther t ir e emin dj ents a 

d 

the7 re 
re 11.y .rtm ental or whether/only ih■ix s rp di.f eoce and bl tt r misund t ndi s , 

~ hich 
resolved , ven t a . 

g ncy . , ery op ortun ty u1 t refor 

help of a se couns lor or a.,, 
,..,,,~ 

e ·ven - opportunit for \ re-

coneili tion hold be ] veor eommuni ty ... J. cooling off period ' hould be 

ford v re & fil d. Divor c a most frequent in th m ndatory before 

r o rri b for th e nt , o to p k, o rried life ha had eh oe 

to i th . youn ople firmly an clo ly into an endurin ill - c n·onship. 

& 

t ris :i n rt 

br ok n ho e - but, of course , an explanation i not a olution . Th se lanations 

8 po nt up the r ct tha~ it i or difficill t today to pre rv oun I t mily 

lif 

t 

, 
than ·n the pa t 1l-~· ~ at r e nd ust therefore b 

ch r ct r oo 1 of tho who ould build a fa 3ly n 
/\ 

T olution i not in n n d'vorc laws , 

divorce s 1 long ov r-d • Th 

n elution by an 

ll1' new - the solut • on lie in 11 r oogni i on on t 

rp £0 n A rican 

of n nd 

.,v , 
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w n who enter man-iar, 
•ur1tie• 1ft •h1jr pa, tor the_...,...and iii heavier responsibilitie which ar 
involved in t ly life today! ~ a Challen e to thes men n omen to f ce 
up to these rg.- ater respon ib lities. It is basic lly a matter of attitude nd 

hich the individual n nd oman bst persona ly n v luntarilly 
assume. It i not a matt r for court ar a encie or Wllr psychiatrists. en 
marria reaches these outer agenci s, it is already on t rocks. It may 
salva ed, ot oourse1 through the inst ntalities, but rria o ld ever b 
permitted to re ch that deplo ble 

._. e to forget in this d t, t not e eryone who sues for di vorce a 
neurotic in need of psychiatric treatm • Sick marriages ar not lays or even 
fr quently t r sult of sick minds, y y be the result of immatu mjnds, 
lazy wills rrl urndllingne to f. o t burdenS' o.f partnership an the n cessary 
adju nt of a new relationshi. n immoral person is not nece s ily a sick 
person - eem to have forgot ten t hi fact. Faithle sness and adultery and ea bling 
and exc ssive drinking and 9,uarreling over money and selfishness and rud ness, hi ch 
so often lead to the breaking up of th ho - these are not disease which can be 
clinically tre ted - these belong t,o the laboratory or the surgery inside the indivi­
dual' own o 1. He himself must make the diagnosis, and he himself 11:iSt prescribeL..­
the re dy; the individual must opera on elf,1ut1 JMt he who»= genius of~ 

/ th 'aMMM!!IRl ndate th t is g1 ven to man~ - "Behold I have sVAlll.64"---.o- e you . ay 
lire nd t good and death t evil - choo lif ' , e 11 n 11 o:bal Ji 
situation , nd p3rticularly thi it t n. s 
in ividu 
'8GIICl•l, direct~ aster 

The i no suooeasf'ul marr g . or h e or £ • 1y rithout a tre ndous effort. 
In some instances the effort is le nt than in others but tis lways ther. 
e all rln to our married life not only our init al love-- vot on n our dreams, 

but we lso bring all or our imperfections , even our first rom ntic love ould 
tend to obscu thi simple um~. r ~ r t-1 

tZ- * 1 Y 
h n being is c pound of ndle s conlradictiona - every h an in -

of harp angularities - of thin rou h ng unpolished - just as in a real sense every 
human b ing ha P& ical imperfections, a greater or lea er d .r" e le rn to 
11 ith t m - [ 0 e must 1 arn to liVi __ th them. 

T eat effort hich m n and en must make - and that the supre 
d of life - is to gr into ~,,.,,.r.... ion hich i l 1 di re rd the• imperf ctions 

in ea h the , nd hich j 11 help to s t trength hie i our - to he l 
l-J. ~ o her' wealmes • ot everybody is inolin d to do that - ke that effort . 
"(~ ~1i _ .. an effort - ometimea v ry e effort-to be a trifle blind to e ch other's 

defects, to make allow nee for our o n frailtie , • t take t ffort to 
understand ach other and 11n t nc and f'orb arance to learn to ve to each other 
wh t c other needs ....... llKl t is the ere or hap ~ 1:U" - to lea to ve to~ 

t ch one need . 
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only to ov rco our initi 1 disap ointments at not find ng that perfection whi ch e 

were lookin for in our ra t - hich re 11y oes not xist anywhere ~in the world -

but e must a.180 make the i itial ffort to overcane the trouble nd the ca s and 

the adver ities in our econ ic fortune. ,if'e is strange journey 
')'C'•,_I 

d never Im 

family 

lif' will ha to Je am how to be dra n closEr together by th tie of 111 fortune and 

financial worries, n.i simila1• disappo:.ntments. For in the long run, w/ tJlhi A1'iiii9) 

it i better to c rry a load on our shoulders than to carry a load on our hearts . 

The love , hich builds a hane and fi .ily is net exclusively a conipound of eetness 

and lightJ it is often distilled out of pain, and riet, and tears and loss. It is 

often a 11 ht which bre ka through 4aeep darkne s.~re are strange discord■ in 

it sic harmony. "Love i not love" , said Sha s - .,!:cue :bs 1 1 lo: a which - ·---- -
alters when it alteration f i ndsrt . 

n and wanen are etimes inclined to run away fr their problems and to 

set;ut • on in epar ti:n • /JrsolJJ.tion is to b 

in canpan:lonship and in shar burdens. 

lo er attraction -

A r ily is strong, dear friends, woon its members tey to cooperate and 
~ 

ii \4,.. 
never seek to dominate . ' s the bo in this family?- th t a tatal question to 

ask - it should never be sked. /~A sound f'amily is one where e ch is free to 

him elf fully n indi ~u 1 lr.mian being without endan ring t e 

each mem ~ ot th r • 1y - husband, if and child - a sume tull 

where none abdica t s • n't say 11 I can't do anyth1ng about it" - the ,, 
mother says the s thing, ..... .._th child proceeds to exploit th both. 
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A sound han is where -
s e wo 1d a we le cane to our fireside -

I 

e 
0 

a--L 

him in a holiday mood -
A nd e is/whe 

no6ne feel 
oiated or taken for granted s 

of not bing necessary. 

is ound and weathel'-proor - it lo ks on t mpests am is never haken. 

is not yond the ca ci y of ell' n armal human 

, but 1t req ir s reifort -~n ciou.s effort• 

in to build such 
A 

eq nt]y the gr test 

in.,t one another are the sins or thou ttesaness - t 
,hi, - ,.,, :! • ;- rr. D 

unpram1 dated 
~"-Mo 

hich cal ls for I 
T building of oome is an enterpris I 

. 
\.. 

the best, the tron st n t ,.. i est in us. 

I not ir11ori all t 
the 

e a e outer factors to hich I ref rred 

beginning - they ar ere, and perhaps sane solutiooa c n be f'oun for t - I doubt 

R 

it. I a eking now of bat the in v·c1ua1 anan - youn nd old - can do 

to build a h - the normal ind vi u 1 man and w not t lkin of sick 

who need th doct ... --~~~ • 
~ ch a home and family it i w 11 orth king the 

IJ,' u. 
of r ard and the harvest is al ys rich. You •o••• 

supre effort. 

alwa ,,~ .... after i-' not verything you set o t to do ,rj ll succeed • Jt 
n t in the n~ ture of thin • ffequently ~ get more th n - entitled to• 

~ ~~ t,~-

.aclt.flle""'ft ,,_-gt le tharJ think are entitled to 1- t, JdJill in re effort to -
bu.ild a han and a 

..-~ drab days and r rom many empty yeara. 

T 

will .. helt inf' ncy am childtaood wit uncD.e1a love - ~ w111 id youth with firm 

and loving hand -
;ire young manhood and young w nhood 1th high standards 

and noble ide ls by the 

t . very day and very hour or t day -

1,/ " ,4 " i) 

~-M~MIII• in hich they; ha their in • 

ideals nd their upirationa,!Jllli: t 11 fill o mature years 1th t • 

t.. ~,,• l.e-11 C (l. 1,, ~ .,_;t f • 

panio hi., with ens of wart~ tr a 1~lanc! ent 1 VCfY8. 

ee befoN 

lating cm­

it i 11 enable 
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us to reach a calm haven of 1d n memories and long serenity t els can 

ho and 

oenturie 

to all 

i dan th 

life? 

effort, all thi i not ~OS iblee The mere C of marria e -
;, ~ t of inf< t ation - is not an auto tic guaran ee or a/\ of 

f. t should be the be nnin -of a C 

" 

of our fathers . 
~ 

ur people is' able, thru t-ttl!c!lffl1MP.ia.11... cruel 

OJ. dversit of and o ing subjected 
a ~ of degradation - is because of this inner 

~ ,---- ( 
t o r people able to build a an.a d a f mi life hich 

e J s ou ht to do our u ost t 
f,. 

ek it . 
v-, 

nd nourish 
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WHAT WAKES OR BREAKS A FA 1. LY? 

(9iat families are breald.ng up everywhere in our American society is clearly 

apparent and· gravely alarming. Ten million living Americans have been divorced . 

Three hundred and seventy eight thousand couples were divorced last year . For every 

three marriage licenses issued, one divorce suit is filed . America's rate of divorce 

tit the highest in the western world and it is rising . There are six million children 

in the United States who do not live with both parents . 

Now ., why are so many homes breaking up? Many valid explanations have been given . 

The family today,- it is maintained , is a much smaller social unit ., much more mobile and 

urbanized than heretofore . It is no longer , buttressed by the extended family 

group which prevailed in rural America • in small towns and hich still prevails in many 
M~ tr'o~"""' ~ . 

European countries . A speaker at a recent National c~nference on Social Welfare thus 
I 

contrasted the family of present day America with that of yesterday . 11 re all know0 , he 

declared , "what that rural family was, but let us look at it again . It as a family that 

tended to stay put . It was usually composed of several generations as contrasted with 

the nuclear fam'ly of today - husband, wife , children , and perhaps a mother-in- law. It 

was the kinship or extended family that enjoyed the support , companionship , and cultural 

continuity of ~ranparents and gr-eat- grandparents , of aunts , and uncles , and cousins . It 

was a life of interdependence . People knew each other and aided one another . It was a 

small town where there were no strangers . It as a church with a pervading and powerful 

moral force on its constant congregation. It was a family in which each member had a 

recognized essential job , where the roles of wife and husband an child were well- defined 
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and vitally important . It a a fam·1 - which spent aL'lllost all of its time to ether , 

found its own utually shared recreation, carried on much of its own education , trans­

mitted its own cultural values, and was largely ependent upon itself for the production 

of the food and clothing • . • The elders were the home- own marital counselors . This 

family provided its own baby-sitters, homemakers, and foster homes . 'Vhen one of its 

members married, the ne' couple rarely left to fend for themselves. They simply became 

junior members of a ,ell- established firm . Advice and supervision were always available 

and given freely . The family 1s social status was clear - to achieve and maintain respect , 

it simply had to support itself in decency , provide the essentials of life , be God-fearing . 

Its moral codes were clear and unrelenting, and enforced by all the community . It was 

necessarily the perfect family>;.but hatever its psychic difficulties , it was so con­

structed that it did not easily become disorganized and it was seldom subject to 

comnlete breakdown . 11 

at as the family of yesterday. And what of to ay 1s family? "Today ' s family 

is a very different family . The cou. le married out of romantic love . Their marriage 

was not ~rranged , as it once ould rave been , by their parents . Tms couple see their 

own parents perhaps once a year, and the rest of the relatives, for the most pg.rt , exist 

only as an annual Christmas card . They expect to move , at least two or three times while 

their children are growing up , not infrequently to other states and even across the 

country . ... Family friends must be newly made , perhaps every two or three years . The 

fami y must establish its own status . Few k .ow , arrl fewer care., what the prandfather 

ha achieved or who the great-grandfather had been. o _ neration-established reoutation .. 

follows the family •••• The traditional roles of husband and w·fe are no longer distinct 

and each family must find its own balance. The wife no loner has a clear- cut role . 

The demand for industrial workers has taken millions of mothers into i ndustry. At the 

same time , her rol e as mother and housewife has been deval ued - it is of low status . 

Often from her emnloyment she may earn as much or more as her husband. The mores of 

the commun:ty, its patterns of sexual conduct , its standards and values are not so 
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clear or so socially enforced as they once were . In essence, the family is alone, 

isolated, se rated from relatives or those to whom it would be natural to turn for 

counsel. It must in large part make its own choices, vote its own decisions, establish 

its own values." 

Thus the family today js, in a real sense, subjected to greater strains and 

tensions and to increasing responsibility• wl ~reater s:ress is accordingly laid \@tiay 

~ 
on personal relations, on husband, wife and children. • • nomadic 

civilization. Fifteen million people in the United States mo~ every year. 

isolated and almost entirely self-dependent. 

n the last generation "'' • ~, two 1
~ orld ars contributed to the dis-

organization of family life in our country by uprooting and transplanting 

millions of men from their nozmal environments - from their customary ways of life 

standards and disciplines, 

sharply after wars. Var and broken homes are closely related as cause and effect . 

The emancipation of woman - however desirable that was - and her growing economic 
.;,_ Ck.A.Ct$ /#A ' 

independence as the result of the J@nen t ernp1oyment of women in industry undoubtedly 

have contributed to t re divorce problem. The incidence of divorce is higher among 

working wives than among housewives . Seven million mothers in the United States are 

employed in industry - two and a half million of them vi th chi)d ren under six years of 

age . All this has ended to ag avate the problem. 

~verty, slums , prolonged unemployment and all their attendant miseries are also 

factors in this problem. Divorce is more frequent among the poor than among members of 

the middle class or the rich although it should not be overlooked that divorces rise 

during good times and decline during a depression. Divorces are by no means, as we 

all know , limited to the poor . conomic security is by no means *'"'" synonymous with 

family security. But without a reasonable measure of economic security the resultant 
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strains and stresses endanger the stability of the home and the family. 

There are, of course, instances of fundamental maladjustment between man and 

woman, between husband and wife - some ofAincurable maladjustments.~ uch people are, 

of course, better off divorced. No amount of conciliation by courts, Si counselling 

by social agencies or the skill of the J:r 

'iJ.hiililQ has clearly never been established 

chiatrist will help in such a situ~tion. There 

any basic unio~ keep that marrjage.-.-... 

" ~ 
..- stable. 

But men and women do not always know whether their seeming maladjustments are 

really fundamental or whether they are only sharp differences and bitter misunders andings, 

which may be resolved, given time and forebearance and the help of a wise counselor or a 

friendly agency. Every..lopportunity should therefore be given -~~~~~ee-for re-
~--- ~C:~·u,, c._,; 

conciliation~hould be availa le in every community cling off periods should be 

made mandatory before suits for divorce are filed. Divorces are most frequent in the 

early years o:' marriage, before the cement, so to speak, of married life has had a chance 

to unite young people firmly and closely into an enduring life-companionship. 

any explanations can be eiven for the rising rate in broken homes - but, of 

course, an explanation is not a solution. These ex '" lana tions simply point up the fact 

that it is more difficult today to preserve a sound family life than in the past, and 
~b,~~ 

that greater demands must therefore be made upon the character an,:fthe .-; J}, of those who 

would build a family and wish to preserve it. 

Ghe solution is not in having new divorce laws, though a sharp reform in American 

divorce laws is lorg over-due. The solution, in my humble judgement - it is not a new 

solution by any means, aM- the great solutions of all 
I 

~O~l.A. , 

never really new - the solution lies in a full recognition on the part of the men and 

the women who enter marriage, of the new and heavjer responsibilities which are in-
_,...,~ ... ~ 

volved in family life today, coupled wit a c allenge to taeae meR and w1m1• to face up ,-. 
to these greater responsibilities. ~ 
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It is basically a matter of attitudes and dedication which the individual man and ·woman 
/\ 

must personally assume. It is not a ma~ter for courts or agencies or osychiatrists. 'fuen 

aP-encies, it is already on the rocks. It may be salvaged, 

of course, throu::rh these instrumentalities, but ffi:3rriage should never be permitted to 

reach that deplorable stage . 

le seem to forget in this day that not everyone who sures for divorce is a 

neurotic in need of psychiatric treatment. Sick marriages are not abvays or even fre­

quently the result of sick minds . They may be the result of immature minds, of lazy 

wills 
l 

unwillingness to face the burdens of partnership and the necessary adjustments 

of a new relRt~onship. An immoral person is not necessarily a sick person - we seem 

to have forgotten this fact . Faithlessness and adultery and gambling and excessive 

drinking and quarreling over money, and selfishness and rudeness, which so often lead to 

home - these are not diseases which can be clinically treated r 

,wi;l@fl~ belong to the laboratory or the surgery inside the individual's own soul . Ut 

prescribe the remedy 

of true religion• 

before you this day life and the good and death and the evil choose 

all moral situations , this great moral situation. 

It is too individual ,..._ direct his/ife . 

here is no successful marria e or home or family without a tremendous effort . 

In sane instances the effort is less apparent than in others but it is always there . 

·~ all bring to our rrarried life not only our initial love, devotion and dreams , 

but we also bring all of our imperfections , even though our first romantic love----~ 

tend to obscure this simple truth . 

Every human being is a compound of endless contradictions - everz human being -

of sharp angularities - of things rou h and unpolished - just as in a real sense every 

human being 

ust learn to live with them. 
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The great effort which men and women must make - and - ..- is the supreme wisdom 

of life - is to f!!'OW into a compassion 

" 
~l disregard the imperfections in.aiiiWPI. 

< " 
ther, and .w...C!:111._will "IMiil.-.> us to share the strength which is ours 

lAo-
to each other's 

weakness. Not everybody is inclined 

to be a trifle bind to each other's defects, 

to make allowances for our common frailties. It takes a great effort to understand 

each other and, in patience and forbearance, to learn to give to each other what each 

one needs . 

must make t· ~ffort - and I stress thevDrd effort - for without 

- no home, no family is ~•c .,eniblfy secure. A..._.__= make not only 

looking for in our mate eally does not exist anywhere in the world - but we 

must also make the· • ·M effort to overcome the .it-roubles 
f'- l 

cares and ad-

versities in economic fortune. Life is a strange journey and y. never know how 

will fare . Those who really want to build a home and preserve fam j ly life will 

learn how to-;•ca•n closer together by the tls of ill fortune and financial worries 
• " , 

,, • n the long run, it is better to ca::-ry a load on our 

shoulders than W::a&ll:P!" a load on our hearts. The love which builds a home and a family 

is not exclusively a compound of sweetness and light; it is often distilled out of pain , 

1 and grief, tears arrl loss . It is often a li~ht which breaks t hrough a deep darkness . 

There are strange discords • its basic harmony . "Love is not l ove" , said Shakespeare -

"which alters when it alteration f j nds" . 

Gen and women are someti.11es ir.clined to run away 

a solution in separation . solution is t;"te' found~ly 
( ,... in closer attraction - in 

firmer companionship and in ~,tte:rett- tmrcti~~ ,- .,. 

A family is strong.,..iie!~:!%:1~~ when its members always try to cooperate and 

never seek to dominate . "Who is the boss in this fam: ly?n - D..1:1.11-- is a fatal question • 

t sho ld never be asked . The mere asking is already a causus belli . 
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A sound family is one where each is free to express himself fully as an i ndividual human 

.:!!£1:.1.1.iii.i~=-~~=---assumes full responsibility f~ his r 1 ,~~-v-- bdicates. 

" I 
e father Clflil!':I sa J II I can 1t do anything about it" e mot her says the same thing 

I 

w.aii~ the child ~roceed to exploit them both. ,. 
; A sound home is wh.ere we treat each other -~nrffl,1~~~~- as we wouid a 

~ 

welcome guest who has come to our fireside ~ we welcom,...,;::~ in a holiday mood 

A sound home is one where no one feels neglected or alone or 

unappreciated or taken for granted . devastating sense of 

1

abandonmentl of not being necessary. The friendly home is sound an~weat er-proof -

it looks on tempests and is never shaken. 
-

It is not beyond the papacity of normal human beings to build s uch a home . ut 

it requires effort - conscious effort. eatest sins which we commit 

agai nst one another are the sins of thou htlessne ss - the unpremeditated acts 
f--

lessness . The buildi ng of a home is an enterprise which calls for alertnes , 

strongest and the wi sest in us . 

I am not ignoring al l those grave outer factors to which I refferzd at the 

beginning ~y are the re , an-i perhaps some solutions can be found for them i{ I doubt it . 
A 

I am speaking of what the individual man or woman - young and old - can do ""'--t,,~~& 

home - the nonnal , individual man and woman I am not tal ring of 

doctor • s care . 1? For such a home and family it is well worth making 
f-

The-8f!rltf!~ never fails of reward and the harvest is a,._;Q;li rich. 

effort . 

ways-

1 e entillad ~ tl:.k==eincer e effort t o built! a hune ~:r:d a f e.mily 

. .., .. , 
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9tn ,d1212:r,:r save us fr001 drab days and from many empty years , 
j\ 

.dflw;.mt2::::.d;:ct.:::g;t1-1mc~ ... wiJ 1 shelter infancy and chi ldhood,.~-~~~:t:re':f.Ss.:&-~~ 

guide youth with firm and loving hands ~ l inspire young manhood and -iiilll!lg 1ananhood 

ideals by the•••_.,__ ... _rt- enchantment of exam l'l 

by 1 hat they se every day/ e ~y by the mood and temper 

of the world in whi ch they live and have their being . 

n It wi.11 fill years with stimulating com-

panionship , with .a.-oM~e---.,..worth and fonfidence arrl dignity . And after a Jong and 

eventful voyage , it will enable us to reach a calm haven of golden memories and a long 

can we ask of life? 

effort , all this is not possible . The mere act of marriage - the 

first hou~ or the first yearS of infatuation - not an automatic guarantee of a blessed 

ifetime of home and fami ly . should be the beg · ning of susta:ned and contjnuous 

effort to make the home a place where oeo le will wan to be , to which they wi Jl 
c.,; 

to come back, around v, hich loyalties develop , and which later in life wi 1 ,_ 
insnire children to model their~e$ upon the acious and cherished pattern of tneir 

I' , 
parental 

have told you is ancient wisdore - the wisdom of our fathers . 

It is because of this wisdom that our people was able, through cruel centtiries of 

,.-.J,.~1~.1QL..i..a.i."""'-t.1~.--01ln -l:)9€>9± -wi'+M-folort-1~ to build 

family life which w➔ up to recently at least the envy and 

admiration of the world . 

• twill give us a quiet and noble 

sanctuary 
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I 
WHAT MAKES AiiD BREAKS A FAMILY 

' That families are breaking up everywhere in our American Society is 

clearly apparent and gravely alanning. Ten million livin Americans h1ve been 
.. 

divorced. Three hundred and seventy eight thousand couples were divorced last - -
yeA.r. For every three marriage licenses issued, one divorce suit is filed. 

America's rate of divorce is the highest in the western world and it is rising. 
4 

There are six million children in the United Sta es who do not live with both -
Now, why ~re so many homes breaking up7 Many v lid expl nations h~ve -

been given. The family today, it is maintained, is a much smaller unit, much 

more mobile ~nd urbanized than heretofore. It is no longer buttressed by the 

extended family group which prevailed in rural America arrl in small tOW"ns and - ... 
which still pr"Vails in m'lny E.uropean countries. ( A speaker at a recent National 

Conference on Social -lelfare , 1r . Joseph H. Reid, thus contrasted the family of -
present day America with that of yest 0 rday. "We all know, he declared, "whq_t 

th~t rural family was, but let us look at it again . It was a family that tended 

to stay put. It W'4.S usually compose~ of several generati ns as contrasted with 

the nuclear family of today -- husband, wife, children, an~ perhaps a mother-in-

law. It ras the kinship or extended fami that enjoyed the support, companionship, 

and cultural continuity of grandparents and great-granparents, or aunts, and uncles, 

and cousins. It w:,s a life of interdependence. People knew e ch other and aided 

one another. It was a small town whe e there were no strangers. It was a church 

ith a pervading and poverful moral force on its constant congregation. It was a 

amily in wh~ch each member h1d a recognized essential job, where the roles of wife 

nd husband nd child were well-defined and vitally important. It w~s a family 

• 
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which spent almost all of its time together, found its own mutually shared 

eec,.eation, carried on much of its own education, transmitted its own cultural 

values, and was l argely dependent upon itself for the production of food and 

clothing •..•• The elders were the home-grown marital counselors. This family 

provided its own baby-sitter..:, , homemakers and foster homes. When one of its 

members married, the new couple rarely left to fend for themselves. They simply 

became junior members of a well-established firm. Advice and supervision were 

always available and given freely. The family's social status was clear - to 

achieve and maintain respect, it simply had to support itself in decency, 

p:bovide the essentials of life, be God-fearing. 

unrelenting, and enforced by all the community. 

Its moral codes were clear and 
()t 

It was necessarily the perfect 
/\ 

family ...• but what-ever its psychic difficulties, it was so constructed that it 

did not easily become disorganized and it was seldom subject to complete break-

down) 

That was the family of yesterday. And what of today's family? "Today's 
a -

family is/very different family. The couple married out of romantic love. Their 

marriage w~s not arranged, as it once would have been, by their parents. This 

couple see their own parents perhaps once a year, a n-1 the rest of the relatives, 

for the most part, exist only as an annual Christmas card. They expect to move, 

at least two or three times while thei r children are growirig up, not infrequently 

to other states and even across the country .•• Family friends must be newly made, 

perhaps every two or three years. The family must establish its own status. Few 

know, and fewer care what the grandfather had achieved or who the great-grandfather 

had been. No generation-established reputation follows the family •.• The traditional 

roles of husband and wife are no longer distinct and each family must find its 

own balance. The wife no longer has a clear-cut role. The demand for industrial 

workers hAs taken millions of mothers into industry. At the sRme time, her role 

as mother and housewife has been devalued - it is of low status. Often from her 



I 

- 3 -

employment she may earn as much or more as her husband. The mores of the 

comrriunity, its patterns of sexual conduct, its standards and values are not -
so clear or so socially enforced as they once were. In essence, the family is 

alone, isolated, separated from relatives or those to whom it wou]d be natural 

to turn for counsel. It must in l ~rge part make its ow choices, vote its own 

decisions, establish its own values." 

today is, in a r eal sense, subjected to greater strains -6. 
and tensions arfd responsibilit~. Gre~ter stress is accordingly ,-
lai rsonal rAlations, or..a knasbrea, z&i £a ami oh::t:lcraun~ in ,-.our nomadic civiliza-

tion people in the United St:i es move every yt:.ar. In ◄ b I@ 

' civilization the family has become, 

almost entirely self-dependent. 

isol?ted and 

In the lnst generation, two W rld Wars contributed to the disorganization_ 

of family life in our conntry by uprootir.g and transplanting millions of men from 
- I 

their normal environments - from their custo~ary ways of life, standaY>Cis and 

disciplines, to cam 's or over se~s. Divorces al rays rise sh~rply after wars. Tars 

and broken homes are clmsely rel~ted as cause and effect. 

The emancipation of woman - however desirable that~ - and her growing 

economic independence as the result of the increasing employment of women in 

industry undoubtedly h~ve contributed to the divorce problem. The incidence of -
divorce is higher among workin , ives th n among housewives. Seven million 

-
mothers in the United States re employed in industry_- two and a half million 

of them with children under six years of age. All this has tended to aggravate 

the problem. 

~ 

Poverty, slums, prolonged unemployment and all their attendant miseries 

are also factors in this problem. Divorce is more frequ&nt among the poo: than 

among members of the middle class or the rich although it should not be overlooked 
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that divorces rise during good times and decline during a depression. Divorces 

are by no means, as we all know, limited to the poor. F.conomic security is by 

no means synonymous with family secur l ty. But wi thaut a rea.son.:3.ble measure of 

economic security, the resultant strains and stresses endanger the stability 

of the home and family. 

There are, of course, instances of furrlamental maladjustment between 

husband and wife - sor.1e of them incurable maladjustments. 

S1Jch people are better off divorced. No anount of conciliation by courts, or 

co1nse)ling by social agencies or skill of the psychiatrist will help in such a 

situation. There ha clearly never been established any basic union here to keep -that m rriRge stable. In such cases Judaism countenanced divorce thou hit -
deprecated it. 

But men and women do not alwc1ys kn~, whether their seeming m;:iladjustments 

are really fundamental or whether they are only sharp differences and bitter 

misunderstandings, which may be resolved, given time and forebearance and the help 
a 

of wise/ counselor or a friendly agency. .Every should therefore be 

given for reconciliation'and reconciliation .gencies should be avail8ble in every 
- I 

community. Cooling off periods should be m;:ide m~ndatory before suits for _,. -
divorce are filed. Divorces RrP most frequent in thee rly yeas of ma~riage, 

before the cement, so to speak, of married life h~s h~d a chance to unite yo1ng 

people firmly and closely into an enduring life-c mpanionship. -
Many explanations can be given for the rising rate in broken home~ -

but, of coursei an explanatinn is not a solution. These explanations simply 

point up the fact that it is more difficult today to prese ve a sound family life 

than in the past, and th~t feater dernnnds must therefore be made upon the -
character and the spiritual reso•1rces of those w .o would build a family and wish 

I' 
to preserve it. 



1'he solution is not in h.,ving new di orce laws, though ::i. sh:1.rp reform in American 

ivorce 1 rs is long over-du. The solution, in my humb judgment - it is not a 

new solution b any meRns - the greRt solutions of all modern mrtn 1 s pro lems a e 

ne er really new - the solution lies in a full recognition on the part of the men 

and the women who enter m~rriage, of the new and heRvier resnonsibilities which 

are involved in family life today, cou led with a stronger ch~llen e to them to 

face up to these gr~ater responsibilities. It is basically a matter of attitudes 

rtnd dedications which the individual man and wom~n must p~~sonally assume. It is 

not a mRtter for courts or agencies or psychiatrists. When marriage reaches these 

agencies, it is already on the rocks. It may be salvaged, of course, throJgh 

these instrumentalities, but m::i.rria~e should never be permitted to reach that de­

plorable stage. 

We seem to forget in this day thqt n t everyone who sues for divcrce is 

a neurotic in need of psychiatric treatment. ick mgrriages are not always or even 

frequently the result of sick min-is. Thi:.y may be the result of immature Min 3, 

cf lazy wills of an unwillingness to fqce the burdens of partnership and the 

necess~ y adjustments of a new rel::iti nship. An immor~l person is not necessarily 

sick person - we seem to h ,,ve forgo ten this fact. FAITHLESSN::WS ArD ADULTERY 
'"'I" 

.''. ND GAMBLI G AND EXCESSIVE DR~TKING AND QUARRELI: .G OVER MONEY NC SELFIS E:sS AND 

RUDENESS, which so often lead to the breaking up of homes - these are not diseases 

which can be clinically treated - they belong to the l ~boratory or the surgery 

inside the individual's ovm soul. The individual man or wom~n must prescri e the 
I 

remedy. They must operate on themselves That is the very genius of true re-

ligion. The mandate is given directly to the individual: - IBehold I h rve set 

before you this day life and good and death and the evil - CHOOSE YOU LIFE." 

IT IS THE SAME CHALLENGE IN ALL HORAL SITUhTIC' S, and pRrticularly in this great 

moral situation. The individual must direct his own life. 
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There is no successful m rriar,e or home or family without a tremendous EFFORT . ....., 

Ir scme instances the effort is less ap arent than in others but is al rays there. 

We all bring to our married life not only our initial love, devotion and dreams. 

but we also bring all of .our IMPERFECTI NS, even thou~h our first romantic love 

tends to obscu e this simple truth. 

Every hum~n being is a compou1xl of endless contradictiops - EVERY hum~n being -

cf sh~rp angulP- rities - of thins rouph and unpolished just :;is in a eal sense - ~ 
every human being possesses physical imperfection, of a greater or lesser degre1 
with which he must lParn to live. 

The great effort which men an::1 romen n~st make - and it is the supreme 

•1isdom pf life - is to grow into such a comp ssion that it ril l disregard the 

imperfections in one another, and wil l moye them to 

to heal e ch other's weakness. Not everybody is inclined to make 

that effort1 It sometimes takes a very ~eat eff rt to a trifle blind to each 

other·' s defects, to make allowances for common frailties. It takes a great 

effor~ to understand each other and, in patience and forbearance, to learn to ive 

to each other what each one needs. 

But we must make that EFFORT - for without it -

no home, no family is secure. 

our initial disappointments at not finding the perfection which we were looking for 

in our mate - a perfection which really does net exist anywhere in the world -

but we mu st also make the effort to overcome the initial tro1bles, cares and ad-
tAI\ ~ "-' - , ~ 

varsities in economic fortune. Life is a strange journey /nd we never know how e _ 

ill fare. Tbse who really want to build a home and preseYVe family life will 

learn how to draw closer to~ether by the very ties of ill fortune and financial -
worries. In the long run, it is better to ca ry a load on oor shoulders than a -
load o cur he rts. The love which builds a home and a family is not exclusively 

... 
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a compound of sweetness and light; it is often distilled out of pain and grief, 

out of tears and loss. l t is often a light which breaks through a deep darkness. 

There are stranrre discords to its basic harT11ony. "Love is not love," said 

Shakespea e - "which alters when it alteration finds." 

-

Men and women are sometimes inclined to run way from these problems and 

to seek a solution in separation. But a solution is to be foind not in escape but 

M.a~ir closer attraction - in firmer companionship and in a more determined sharin 

of burdens. 

A family is strong when its members always try to cooper~te ard never seek 

✓to dominate. "Who is the boss in this family?" - is a fatal questi -n. It sho ld 

never be ,!lsked. The mere ~sking is already a CAUSUS BELLI. A sound family is one 

where each is free to express himself fully as an individual human being without 

endangering the family unity, when e~ch Assumes full res 1onsibility for his or her 

role in the family and where none a&licates. fuere the father says "I can't do 

a iithing about it'' and the mother says the same thing, the child wi 1. l proceed to 

exploit them both. 

A sound h me is where we treat e'lch other as we w01.1ld a welcome guest 

who has come to our fireside whom we welcome in a holiday mood. A sound heme is 

~ one where o one feels neglected or alone or unappreciated or taken for granted. 

~.any a home is wrecked Jon a gnawing sense of abandonment, of not being necessary. 

A friendly h me is sound arrl a1ways weather-proof - it looks on tempests and is .,, 
never shaken. 

It is not beyond the cap~city of normal human beings to build such a bane., 

But it reauires effort - conscious effort. The gre~test sins which we co.1nit against 

one 8nother are often the sins of thoughtlessness - the unprem~'!i.tated nets of -thoughtlessnes.s. The building of a home is an enterprise which calls for alertness 

and thourrhtfuln ss, for the best, the strongest and the wisest in us. 



• 

• 

V 

- 8 -

I am not ignoring all those grave outer factors to which I refe .... red ,qt the 

-
I aM speaking of wh?t the individual m~n or woman - young and old - can 

do for the home - the normal individual man an::l ,om~n. I a~ not talking of sick 

people who need the doctor's care. 

For a:. f ome and a ily it is well \, orth making a supreme effort. The effort 

never fails of reward and the hqrvest is rich. lt will s~ve us from drab days ~nl 

from many empty years. It ~ill shelter infancy and childhood. It will guide youth 

with firm and loving hands. It will inspire young manhood and womanhood with 

_, 

high stRndards and ideals by the enQb.antment of example, by wh~t they see every day, 

by the mood and temper the world in which they live ~nd h3ve their being. It ~ill 
/ 

fill our mature ye!:\ rs with stimulating companionship, with worth and confidence and 

dignity. And after a long and eventful voyage, it will enable us to reach a calm 

h~ven of golden memories and a long serenity. Wlnt more c n we ask of life? 

Without effort, all this is not possible. The me e act of marriage - the first 

hours or t.he first years of infatuation - are not an autom:=itic guarantee of a 

blessed lifetime of heme and fami ~ y. They should be the b ;-nning of sustained and 

continuous efforts to make the home a pl ce •.1here we will wa. t to be. to which we 

will want to come b::tck, !:l:round which loyalties will develop, and which later in life 

wi 1 inspire chil~ren to model their own homes upon tl'egracious and cherished pattern 

of thei~ p~rental home. 

All that I hr1ve told yo 1 is ancient wisdom - the wisdom of our fathers. 

because of this t isdom that 01r people ras able, through cruel cent tries of adver-

sity, of wandering and of all manner of degradation to build a home and family life 

whi h w~s, up to :recently at least, admiration of the rorld. 

do our utmost to ret?in or recapture this wisdom. It vi.11 

give noble sanctuary shelter our sous and nourish our spirits . 
\ 
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THE TEMPL E 
CLl•,\'ELA 0, OHI 
.\: o, <.'111 her JO, }( :x 
\ 'ol. XL\' . o. 

J[) 

SOME THOUGHTS OF THOUGHTFUL STUDENTS-FROM THE RABBIS' DESK 
Uit<.·n th, fre:-.h in:-.ight of a -,tudent 

i:-. the ke: to a teacher':-. understanding. 

1 )uring tlw fir:-.t ten \\ eek-, oi the 
:--chool Year I condurt<.·d a cour:-:.e in 
liturgy iPr the Cnnlirmatio11 Cla-.:-.. \\ ·c 
di:-.cu-,-,ed the mean in~ oi pra: er. tlw 
hi::-tor_, of th, -.y11agogue. and the 
make up uf our prayer li11ok. Tn th 
linal e~amination I a--ked the cla:-.::- to 
di::-cu::- .... hri fly the importance of public 
prayer. The:-. ,,·ere :-.ome of their an­
swer-.. ·'\\'hen we pra: l>y our-..eh·e:-- we 
u::-uall: pra_, only fnr our-. ·In~-..:· Thi . 
i:-- a profound in:-.ight. l )ri, ate prayer j..._ 

tt:-.ually horn 1>f pt'r:-.onal r, ► 11rer11 and 
u::-ually end. with per-;onal ronr<'rn. 
The "I'' i more prominent than tlw 
"\\·e" .. \ nother Conlirmanc\ phra::-cd thi 
tr u th in this light: '' I 1ulilir prayn 
hrin°s th to 0 ether and di-. ·oura 0 e:-. eli-

~ ~ ~ 

ishn•:-.:-,." \\'· ought to lie a:-. disap-
pointed with our:-.eh· •. \\·hen \\'(' ar<.' 
sellish in prayer a . when are are ::-elli:-.h 
with our 111ea11:-. or \\·ith 11ur time or 
\\·ith our lo\' . 

On another paper I w;i.... rt.·mindcd 
that "public pray •r i:-. important ior 
,Yitlwut it many people wuuld not pra: 
at all. .. I appro,· thi:-; co111nH·nt. 1 n the 
early days of the twentieth rentun· it 
\,·a:-; a mark of :-.ophi:--tication \\·ith :-.1.1111<· 

to belittle public n-or:-,hip. I 'uhli1..· prayer 
--eemed :-o much le::-:-. ··1io11e-..t'' t ha11 th<.' 
pnimpti11g:-. of an indi,·idual':-- h<.'art. 
\ \"hy \\·a:-. a prayer h >ok and a pra_, er 
lead •rand a fix 'd h 1ur of pray r ne<·ded 
wl1< 11 an i11di, i<lual could pray at any 
hour and in any plan.· and \\'holly at hi:-. 
11\\·11 bidding? Our g-en ·rati1111·:-- exp ·r i­
<.'llC<' t<·ach :-. n: that \\·hnc there i:-. 11<1 

public prayer th r i:-. Jl() pra: er. The 
pray ·r of the h art can he unlocked 
onh· wh ·n w ha,· h 'COllll' thoroughh· 
at 1;0111, with th art of pray<.'r. \ \' ·her·c 
can thi~ art be l arn d I ut thr mgh the 
act of I uhlic wor~hip? 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

November 30, 1958 

10:30 A.M. 

RABBI ABBA 1-IILLEL SILVER 

will speak on 

WHAT MAKES AND BREAKS A FAMILY? 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICES 

5:30 to 6: 10 

( ln<.· young· --cholar mad<.' thi-- oh 
,enati• ► n: "Puhlir pra_, ·r ha, ht'l'II de­
, el"pc·d o that prayer d, ,e-.. not ht·conH· 
-..onwthing· to turn to ju-.t in time oi 
nc·t'd." I \\ a-.. i111pn•:-.--ed Ii_, thi-, oh:--,·n a­
t inn. Tlw word::- "lwlp Ill<.' .. 111tt:-.t hl· 
roml>i11cd \\·ith the \\·onb .. help JJH' lo 

. en<.' uther:-.". \\. ' llHht learn t,, --a,· t, 1 
<;od not 11nly ''gin.· nll''' hut cquall: 
.. <'nahk me". Th(' hig-he:-.t forn1 oi 
pray<'r 1 the \\ holly ~eltfr..._.._ prayn. 

. ·011wtinH.':-- a ::-.tudent':-. tlwu .~ lll ur­
pri:-.e . : ou. ( )n Jlle tc-.t paper I read: 
.. Puhlir prayn j.._ important hecau:-.e it 
• h( ,, · ::- that \\T ar, \\'ii ling to :-.tand up 
ior our religi1111 and not h • cmharra:--:--ed 
to pnt) l(l ( ;()(r·. Frankl:. I had lll'\'C'r 
thou .~ ht oi public prayer in preri . el: 
the:-.<· term. ; yd th, art oi puhlir \\ or­
. h ip i::- a11 act of per. onal commitnwnt. 
l t i-; th, lir:--t t ·p to\\ a rd-. li,·i11g h: 
one ·:-. iaith. ~ 'ot to han· the cour;:U . .!l' t(1 
he cuunt cl among- the body of r<'lig·imi--

SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES 

l l :00 to 12:00 

men a11cl \\ omen ca ... t.... doubt upon the 

,incerit_, oi any protc--tati1111 of iaith. 

\:-. : 1n1 ran ima.~ i1H'. it 1:-, h• ► th a 

pri, ilc·g • and a pl<.-a-.ure to he· teaching 

_, (1t111g people.· ,rho ar<' really thinking. 

MUSIC FOR SUNDAY 

F a11ta,1a 

."1 th . )lllpholl) .\clag11t 

Op,·111111-: J',alm \l ah Toni 

JI01 'd111 (Cnni.:rn:atlon,il> 

Sh'111a ll111d111 (( ' 011L{rq.:ati1111al 1 

\Ii ( ' ho111ocho ( l '1111gn·g al11111al) 

1-: t·rlu,h ·1 

'1, rk,·1 
\\' ulm 

.\li,.:a ✓ i 

Sul/t·r 

T1adi1i1111a! 

:-.11L,,·r 

S1knt I> .,.,11, , 11 'l a) th,· \\ uni, . chl,·,i11g,·1 
:\l1ss \\' i,drnH-yt·r. ~Ir, . !'ra),. \Jr, . ."t1a ,tr 

lit 1111 c lhc .\.ttl, ,.,, 
I \\ 111 Cn < ' I hauk, l ' ampl,dl-Tiptrn1 

( )k11u • \ aanad111u 



U:lie <ltrmple 
Rabbis 

ABBA HILLEL IL\'ER 

lEL TERE!\1\' lL\'ER 
,\ ociate Rabbi 

I >irector of Religiou Education 

HERBERT H. Ro r-: 
A. i. tant Rabbi 

. taff • 
!\11L11R1.n B. E1 1.:-.nERL 

A s't. Director of Religious Educat wn 
LF.O . BA;llllERGF.R 

Executive ecn·tary 
[IRI 1 LrtKl~ll 

Librarian 
A. R. \V11.L,\IW 

( rgan, . t and ho,r Di recto1 
. 1. LL',·Tz ..... . . .. .. . . . . ... . .. . . l'rrsidcnl 

l.1-0 \V. ·1-.:.c~ ARl, . .. . . .. .. ... .. / .icc- l'rcsidr11t 
E1.1 Gou, TO'.': . . • . .. ...... .. .. .. V1rc- l'rcs1dc11t 
~LAX Er · ~rn . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. .. . ... Tr.·cH1,rc, 
E11w A1w D. PRIJ:llM, :-; ..... Associalt' '/ rca .rnr,·1 

HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS 
The lli~.!11 ~clw1,I l 1an•11t,.. l)i:--ru-.-.io11 

( ;rot1p ,,·ill meet 1111 Frida~ l'Ye11i111~. 
I kremli ·r .:;th. at 1

1 :30 o·rtrn:k at th(' 
I 11 , n H' o j I ) r. a 11 d \ I r :-- . I I . I I . I \ • , • a n , ff. 
21)17<> < ;al<':-- \I ill:-- l\ouln ar<I. 

\Ir. T ✓. , i l'erarh oi 1:--ral·I \\ ill ad ­
dn-:--:-- thl' gn,up on th<.· -.ul>ject "l 1n 1h ­
le111:-- oi l,raeli l~cluratio11". \Ir. l'erarh 
i-- in thi ... countn at tht· pn>ent time 
,tuch in<> . \ m ·ric-a11 t·ducatio11al met h -- :-, 
11d:--. I I<.- j.., a ~uperi11te11cl ·nt in tlw 
l,raeli .·chool -., --t m. 

\ Ir. l'era ·h \\~ill di:--cu . :.; the :--trurtttr(' 
oi th<.' 1,raeli educational ') ,tl'm and 
it.... intc·gratirn1 ni youth in,m man) na­
tion, into I :--rat•li liit' . 

. \II par('nt:-- 11i Tl'rnple 11 igh ~cho: ,l 
--tudt·nb ar • in, itt-d to attend. 

ADDITIONAL PARKING SPACE 
AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY 

MORNINGS 
I 11 ordt'r tu all<', iatc.· the parki11g r1111 -

l.!<'"t i1111 at The Temple 1 >11 ~unda_, 
111urni11P:--. arra11 11 <.•111t·11t-. h,l\ l' hl'ell 
madl' t<;·u. e tht' p;1rki11g lot at The 1·:a,t 
Hrth .'trl'l'l \ larkct liel\\"<.'l'll l •:w.:lid 
and ( ·1w~tt'r .\ , <.'lllH''-. 

>.'u charge,, ill hl' made to an~ Tt·m 
ple me111her u:--ing thi:-- lot lwt\\l'l'll tlw 
hmtr, oi IJ:30 .\ . \ I. and 1 :00 P.\I. 011 

~unda,· 111t1rnin~:-- .. \ t tht' ti11H' 11 ; pa ·k­
ing·. ai1 a tten d;ult \\ i 11 i :--,ue ;1 1 ir kl'1 
\\"hi,.:h mti-.t h • . tamped in thl' l<>hh., 
nt'ar The Temple ( >ftice. \ \ ithout thi , 
:-- tamp. iull charge for parking \\·ill ht' 
,nadl' h: the parking I, >t mana;-!,t·11wn t 

~ n ,ffl em o riam 
The Temple note:-- ,, ith d<'t'J> 

. ot-ro,,· the pa-.:--ing oi 
GRACE GOLDSTEIN 

and l'~tl'nd-. hcartielt : mpath: 
to till' memh·r · ui lier h<'r·a,Td 
iamih. 

THE MR. AND MRS. CLUB OF THE TEMPLE 

"DEAR RABBI" 

Tuesday, December 2, 1958 7:30 P.M. -
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

will discuss 

Questions and 1opics submitted by 

members of the Mr. and Mrs. Club 

Social Holl 

Smorgasbord Dinner --- Reservations $4.50 

Committee: Marvin and Judy Dorfman, Chairmen; William and Rita Mack 
and Jerome and Joy Weinberger, Vice-Chairmen; Arthur and 
Lee Friedman, Decorating; Lawrence and Judith Lichtig, Pub 
licity; Richard and Carolyn Chessin, Food; Som and Bernette 
Jaffe, Phone 

THE TEMPLE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

PARENT TEACHER MEETING 

ELEMENTARY AND JUNIOR HIGH 

Wednesday, December 3, 1958 8:00 P.M. -
YOUR CHILD IN YOUR SCHOOL 

Visit: Your child's teacher 

Hear: Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver discuss our Religious School 

See: A class in session demonstrating the unit method of teaching 

Chanukah decorations for the home will be 

available for purchase 



TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION TOPICS 
\lan,· bl'nl'licial fuucl:- ha,·e liel'll ,et 

up in our Temple. ~0111e peuple contrib­
ute time and energy to the-;e iund:--. 
otlwr:-. pref er to clunate muney. ~ eed­

k:-:- to :--ay. h(1th type:-- ui contrihution:­
;ire greatly appreciated. I lowe,·er. arc 
, ott a ware oi all the:--e fund:-.? l )< 1 ,·ou - -
kno\\· from \\·here the,· recei, e their 
i]l(:onw and to \\·here their 111011e_,· /--'(1e:-- :' 
.\:- a contributor. you han.· the right t,, 

know all the fach. :-.11 that nm maY . -
choo:--l' the proper iund ior your gift:-­
and enjo_,· the sati:--fartion of kno,, in .~, 
!111\\· n>u are helping others. 

Toda,. I wou lei like t(, touch ttp< ,n 

three fund:-- administered 1"· The Tem­
ple \\.uml'n·:-- _\s:--ociation: 

The S( ,ph ie _ \ uerhacl1 .• rl10lar:-- h ip 
Fund 

. \dmini:--trator \Ir:--. Carol I .t·,·-
1:-.011 

The Temple Fl'>ral Con1111ittee 
l ·o-chairmen- ~l r:--. \\. illiam . ·1a­

, ·in. ~Ir:--. l~lmer Brown 

The L·niongram Committee 
Chairman-~! r:--. ~ul Drucker 

The Sophie _ \ uerhach Scholar:--hip 
Fund ,,·a:- founded to assist the young 
peopk oi The Temple in the lield < ,f 
reli•riou:-- education. l~ac\1 Year a .. 600.00 ;-.. . 

:--cholar:-hip to I lebre,r L'nion College 
i:-- gi n'.n a descn·ing student and a :--urn 

oi m1111ey i:-- presented to a Temple 
11 iFh ~chool :-tudent ior academic 

n 

achie,·ement.. ·cholarship:-- are gi,·en for 

:--u111111cr camps :--po11:--()red by the Re­
form \loYement. Prayer Hook:-- :Lre pro 
, ided f (Jr our Children·:-. Sen·iL·cs. , \ 
Hihlc i:-- gin'n to each Temple Con ­
lirrnand and a :--ih-er l,iddu:--h cup t(I 

each Temple I l igh Scho1 .J graduate . 
Thi:-- ,·ear a ;-;izahk clonal ion ,,·a:-- mack 
iro111 ·the Fund tu the new Temple I .ili­
ran·. The onh· :--ourc ·s oi income io r 
thi~ Fund are. your donation:-- and llH.' 

11w11<.·,· obtained irom The Temple 
\ , . , imen 's . \:.;sm·iation collection of tax 

:--tamp:-. 

The Temple l;loral Commiltee -.,en e:-­

a dual purpose. Th tlmrer:-- that adorn 
tl1e altar en~n· FridaY eYening durin~ 
the :--ummer n~onth:-- ;net n ·ery Sund~t_, 
mornmg during- the winter not uni: 

enhancl' the beauty oi tht' altar. hut 
tlH'\ are ab(J a :--ourcc oi joy ior our 

me111lH·r-., \\ ho are ho:--pitalizl'd. -.,Jwt in:--. 
lierea, ed. <1r are ·ckhratin;..: high hirtli ­
days. Thi:- committ<.·e. compri-...cd (Ji 

ilJrty-li, • ,rumen. hux and di:--triliutt· 
the altar il<iwcr:-- immediate!: i1illo\\·i11!..'. 
the :-en ice. The Floral Cornmittvl'· ... in 
conH· i:-- a1.:quired :--ulel_, throu~:h co11 
trihuti,111 . . Donatio1i-- are rnadl' either 
by :-n1clll giit:- oi mon<.'.' dir<.'ctl_, lo the 
rrnrnnittee or by re:--er, ing- th(· altar 
He,,,. <.'r:-- e 111 a particular da:. tlwrdor1..· 
a:-:--umin~; the co:--t oi the t ,,·o urn, , ii 
HmH'r:--. 1 n eitl1n ca:--e tlw:--e rrnlt rihu ­
t ioth are made hy 11w111l>er, and friend, 
in he 1nor of joyou ucca-.,i<Jn e ,r in n1t·111 -
< •n· oi de,tr one:-. . \II oi the:--e (JCCt ... i<tn:-­
and nwm<irial: are n.·corded i11 The 
Temple Bnlk·tin. and tlw per-..1111 u • 

iamih· i . 11otilicd I)\· mail of tlH' nin . . 
tril>ution and it:- do111ir. and the d1111or'-.. 
.'~ iit 1:-, app1 opriatel_, arkn(1\\ ledge<! 
,,·ith a iorrnal card e,i thank:-- . 

The L·11io11gra111 1.. ·(JlllllJitt<.'l' help­
you a:-- \H·ll a:-- The Temple ~i:--tnhe ,ncl. 
You ma: :-;end L·11io11gr;u11:-. ior all orca 
:--ion:-- •• ,, ·1ie11 a ie\\· heart-f<:lt ,,·ord-.. 
take the place of a \Yann handcla .... p". 
.\t the :--a111c time a portion ,,i tlil' pn1-
c<·ed:-- oi the :--ale oi L·ninn~ranh i:-­
C1>11tributvd tu the "Y I•: ~ .. Fund oi 
the ~ at ional Federation of Temple :-;i:-­
t<.'rho()d~. ,,·hich grants :--clwlar,hip:-. t11 
l'ligil>k . tudents . . \ b()ok of iuur L' nion 
g-ram:-- co:--h ont dollar. h t 1\H'\ er. for 
,·ulir ron,-enienr<.' The T<.'mpk \\ ·om ­

~11·-., .\:--:--o ·iati1111 ha:-- l':--tahli:--hed a hank ­
ing :--en·ice. Thi:-. :--en·icc enable:- you t() 

contribute -:".?.3.; for l'ight L ·niongram :--. 
each te, he :--en t whetH' \Tr I lw orra:--ie ,n 
ari:--c:--. hy call in~ the hanking· ,(·n icv 
and relaying the 11w:-.:--a; 1 <.' .' ou ck-..ir<.·. 

\\.itlwut ,·our gcll('rlJth co11triln1tio11:--

1 he:--c iund:-- ca111wt exi:-t. :--1! ii you ha\'C' 
time. e11ergy or the nwan, \ti -..upport 
the:--c commit tee-.,, plea--e c< in tart 

~op hit . \ uerl>arh Sch1 ,lar:-h ip l;u nd 
- \Ir:-. ~irhloa, c;oodman. <; .\ 
l-.2:-131 

Te111pk Floral Fund 
HrO\rn. F .\ 1- 1.;-l-{) 

L• 11 ion•rram:-- - :\Ir:--.. ·, I ,·an l{o:--e 11 -:--- . 
field . .' K 1-J-t<J/ 

l{erncmher. liy your :--upJH ,rt. : ou ar<' 
makin~ all ki1Hb of people happy in all 
:--( ,rt:-- oi ,,·a,:--. 

Thank , 1 in. 

TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

STUDY COURSE 
Tlw T<.·111pk \\ 1,nw11· .... . \ .... :-.m·iatio11 n· 

1.Ttll I ~ihle .• llt<h l ·our,<.· 1111 l he nook oi 
Ruth ha, ht·t·n ·...,urce-..:--full _, rurnpll'll'<I . 

l{alihi I )a11icl lnem, .'ih n ~a, e to 
tlie participant-..· thl' • 1ie11elit ·11i hi, 
ktw\\ ledge (1i Judai:-111. it:-- ethic, ,llld 

it, hi:--tor.'. a11d in--pircd each 1111t· t•, 
iurthn :-tud,. The thirt, - li,t· ladi<.·-... . . . 
,, ho attt'11cl<.-d faithiulh. 1:01llriln1tvd tu 
tlw \\ 1..·:tlth 111 cli-..n1:-.,i;111 \\ itlt i11forma 
tion gai11l'd irnn1 tlwir readin!,.! and thl'ir 
pcr:-.1111.11 <.·:--ptTil'IHT. Fnim tlw t,,ei 11('\\ 

tra11:-.latio1i-- 11i the :--te,r_, pre. vnh·d in 
!JI int t(J thl' cour:--<·. the li,t oi pnti11t·11l 
liool-.:,. a :-.<.'ric-... ()i pr! J\ ocat in· <jll(',t iu11-... 
;t lilm :-trip. ;L11d a c11lkctio11 "i l{ahhi11il· 
comnH·ntaril':-. llH'llll1<'r-., g;tinecl i11:--i/!hl 
and mucl1 ini11ri11ati<,11 . 

\ I r :-- . I u I i a 11 1-..: a ... , l' 11 :-- l' n l' d a -... l Ii a i r -
man. an·d \Ir-., . . \la11 l.it1ma11. Ir. a, t ·., 
chairman. \Ir:--. I .<•e111 ~('\\ 111;;11. S<:n<' · 
t;tr_,. kept t·on1ph-te ll<Jtc . • ► ll each ui 
th<.' i11u1 :-<.·,:--io1i-- and t,,·in· !..:;t\<· c,c<'l 
knt :--t1111111ari<.':-- oi th<.' prn ioth \\ <Tk', 
cli,ru:--:--iCJll. The1:--e oi \(Jl\ \\lie, \\Tl'(' llll ­

ahl<.- to alte11d thi, -.,crie, \\ ill ha,(' the 
, , p Jl II r t u 11 i t _, i n t Ii e i u l ll IT t <1 j o i 11 :-. i m i I a r 
;...:roup:-. t,, h<.' "1>011:--ored hy thl' rn·,, ],· 
created Education I )epartnH·nt <Ji Th.<· 
Tern ple \\ ·omen·.._ . \:--:--ociat ie i11. 

CANTEEN COMMITTEE 
( hit· o f the i1Kl'llti, <.':-. f()r t·rn11i11~ \<1 

T11<.·~da~ . ·ewing i-., tlw delt.-rtahk 
lunch<.:'011, prepared and ,t·n eel h: The 
Temple \ \ ' 011H·11 ·:-- . \ -,::-,oria ti1 >ll l ·a11ttT11 

l ·,nnmittee. l•:arh \\·e<.·k tli('rl' i-.. a hCJt 
di:--h. :--onwe,ne·:- :--]H'L'ialty. :-and,, ic!H',. 
and eye and palat<:-appealing ,alad-., . 
The hollH'!iiade de ... :--<'rl:-- rou Id break 
drl\\11 a11_\<11J<.•·-.. rl':--ol11tirn1 l<1 di<'t. l~<' ­
rau . <.'not ,,·o \\ eek, :--<·c th<' :--;111H· 11H·11u . 
it ha:-: b( ·ce,nH· a11 appetite \\l1<·lti11;: 
-..pc-culation a:- to ,, hirii di-.,lw-., ,,·ill hl· 
li,t('d ult till' bulletin hoard. 

l{<·--po11. ihk fe,r tlw ... l' n1linar: tri ­
umph:-- are \le:-.dam<.•-., ~a11111cl . ·1illrna11 
a11cl 11 alll'.' 1.ipp. l ·hairn1<.·n ie ,r ~(•pt<.·111-

hn: .\h·in L"del:-on ;tncl II . ~ha11 t ·ar­
ra11, ( ·1iair111e11 ior ( ktol><'r: .'a111 I lo··­
' it z and I ) a,· id \ \ e it z. l ·ha i rn H' 11 i or 
\' O\ em bt'r: and th ·ir re ,-worker . . \ I c:-.­
danH·-., l.oui:-- llrooks. :\lanly l:urg-i11 . 
.\lall l·~ 11;..:la11der. ~am ( : er:--1111. \lan·in 
(;rand. \lorri-., !,<'lier. Jo:--eph l<u111i11. 
loel l{ice. \'athan l'11l>h . . \rtlrnr l~oth. 

·1-:ug<.·11e ~quirl':--. I , a \\Tenn· \ \" ei-..hn;..: . 
\I, r.111 \\ ohl and \'at \\·oli. 

The ru:--tomer:-- ha,<.' -.,ho,,·11 th(·ir ap ­
preriation I>_, their increa:-ing patron 
a;..:e and their pati ·11t -.,eli-di,cinline iii 
thl' rait't<'ria line. l 'e,11g-ratulatio11-... lq 

all! 



O!q 'pU1?(;}.\;}(:) 

111 p;iz!.1041ne ;i.S;i(!A!Jd l!l?W 1?( puo.l;i_ 

Sunday, November 

Monday, December 

Tuesday, December 

Wednesday, December 

Friday, December 

Saturday, December 

Sunday, December 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

30 - Sunday Morning Services 

l - Adult Hebrew Classes 

·wnuu-e .1 d JU;};) AlJ!~l 

"UO!l'C l?A J;}WWn ;>ql .Supnp ld;};)X;} .<p[;);}¥. p;i4,![ljll.{ 

ssu-1 .Ms 
OIHO '9 ONV'13A3'1:l 

}H:IVd "M3:A '1IS "1f/ 'J,S 4lS01 J.SV3: 
3:'IdW3:J. ~HJ. 

U!l3JJnS'l 3JdutaID aqID 

Temple Women's Association Tuesday Sewing 
2 - Mr. and Mrs. Club - Night with the Rabbi 

Elementary and Junior High Parent-Teacher Meeting 
3 -

Mr. and Mrs. Club Arts and Crafts 

5 - High School Parents Discussion Group 

6 - Religious School Chanukah Celebration 

7 - Sunday Morning Services 

THE TEMPLE LIBRARY is open Tuesday through Friday 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M., Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. 

THE TEMPLE MUSEUM will be open at the close of Sunday morning services in addition to all occasions 
of organization meetings. Arrangements to view the Museum by special appointment may be made 
through The Temple Office. 

THE ISRAELI GIFT SHOP is open during all Tuesday Sewing sessions. Selections may be made at all times 
from the display case in the Ansel Road Lobby. 




