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SERVICE 

April S, 1959 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THREE QUESTIONS EVERY MAN SHOULD ASK HIMSELF 

WHO AM I? WHAT AM I? WHY AM I? 

After I announced the subject of my forthc qrnlng sermon last Sunday, 

I received in the mail a postcard. It read like this:" Dear abbl - you asked 

three questions. r give you the answers: 

a salesman - Why am I? - Oser
1 

if I know~" 

Who am I? - Jacob Cohen • What d1~ I? -
--.tt-t ~,dt,.Ai"iwt. ~i 

Now, for an off-hand reply"1'..ezs;; these 

questions are really not off-hand questions ors mple ones and were my correspondent 

inclined to give them a second thought, I feel that he would find that his ~ 

answers are not quite adequate. There are many Jacob Cohens in the world, many 

John Smiths and tens of thousandsA' - hundreds of thousands, I suppose,of salesmen • -

.&liMi ~ does my friend Jacob Cohen differ from them? Surely his name and his 

occupation, on reflection, do not completely identify him. A name is important, 

the name which his father and mother give him a t birth, the name by which other 

people called him - and that~ often correspondent to the name father and 

c;v.,, i •·/!, mother gave him - ther~ o/@ fscre~ ncies often times - and the name which he 

himself acqulr~ 

When you are by yourself, you seldom think of your name. You are always 

aware of yourself - you seldom think of your name. When you write lett rs, of course, 

or sion checks, you append our name, but when you are thinkill.P, through a problem 

or making a decision, or plannin a course of action, or whe9 reacting to 

a situation of danRer or fear, of love or hate, y ur na~e is •••&, ot 8't: &"'­

involved. It is yourself which is involved _T~lete, essential human self. ,.. 
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And a5 such, as an essential human self - who are you? Wh& am I? 

' Certainly not just I, not just my ego•for no one stands in the world stmQl9 in 
-1:Ji~l/h I 

relationAt6' hims~lf alone. No one is an island unto himself. Every man from 

birth until death is an organic co plex of relati ~ns ip - sometimes increasing 

relati onship, sometimes decreasing, sometimes shifting from one per · od of l ife to 

another, varying in scope and uaryini in intensity, but forever inextricable. 

Then, Who Am I? - I am that inalienable world of associ a ti ons, of affinities. 

I am a very dependant and implicated being, implicated in many other lives - in­

extricably implicated in many lives, someti mes willingly and sometimes unwillingly. 

I am implicated in the lives of parents, of children, of family, of fr i ends, of 

fellow-citizens, of those whom I employ or who employ me. And the manner in which 
1-;' 

I re ~ct ~ these multiple relati onships - the manner in which I react)"' especially 

in moments ai which are decisive, in critical moments - •• i21 tlti.§ marmet of "" 

i:eeetians to tb0 se reJ atioR&llipe whk.b- telljme and telljthe world WHO I REALLY AM. 

That reaction 9': 111ys@l.t! to these inextricable rel ationships of mine that! reaetlot\ 

"-c..¼ 
is my character. That is my distinctiveness! rhi21-is how I really knQw myself• 

Even though I might succeed for a long time or a short time 

myself, I i~ )t deceiv~ f_T1Yself 

,.. ~f 
t:;' deceiv/ pthers about 

This is my true self - this is my true status - this Ps I. Some people when 

asked the question " Who Am I?" or when they ask themselves t h is question are 

inc 1 i ned ~ answer by saying "I am the son , or I am the daugh t er of Mr. and 1 Irs. 

- ~we.,.... 
So and So whom }OU sur ly must know,,~ery distinguished people. I come from a 

fine family, a first family4 I come from notable stock and ,a,gtaele ancestry. Well, 

~~}all very fine but it isn't you - lt's they1 You are exploiting yourself 

~~~I'n unearned increment ~ tu are preening , -ourself with borrowed plumage. 

Personal status must be self-acquired! A good family name is, of course, a 

'!, inheritance and one should, at all times, look upon~ as a s\ort of\ 
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~(u,.. 
challenge - a challenge to prove oneself worthy of ~inheritance. But •lat ~ 

<t,..,... 
good family name,~ inheritance can never be a substitute for self-worth or a 

veneer and cover-up for wortrlessness. 

The surest way, my dear friends, to ~row into smallness, to shrink, 

steadily to shrink into smallness and insignificance - tba s~~e3t wily is to start 

out with a false pride. It is far better to start low and to clfmb upward. It 

is far be t ter to be humble and to gfow into the esteem of our fellow-men. ~ 
best and surest way to grow into gre8tness and tnto significance isx~a into a 

~ greater and more significant "I" is to respect ,owself. This is the beginning of 

all true morality and of all noble achievements in life. If you respect your own 

self, your own soul - if you are always aware th~t God has a part in you, having 

created you, having dowered you with the gifts of mind, having summoned)OU to 

become a co-worker with Hirn in the works of creation/ (.f you can wholeheartedly 

reply to the question "Who am 
your 

I?" by saying "I am a child of God", then regardless 

of what JIUI circumstances i t :::'J!.~e, however humble, 

vast domain and you will be flt' ~ alive . 

you will be lord of a 

It is ver • interesting when we come to reflect on it that our Eible was 
l I 

~o eager to emphasize to man his~ importance 1 t.b.at~ sed 8-most daring, 
r- ta,,~, 

and actually •hexmaux~• •ki&i~i~•x a prohi ited simile in describing 11-i-M. As you 

know, God wns never to be compared . in our reli~ion
1
to any physical object~ o any 

physical being
1
..aa. /,t/ physical object or being was to be likenchl unto Him. One of ,,,,,. 

_, 

the cardinal principles of our religion" " 
said the prophet Isaiah "Wo whom can you liken God., - " tt 

~nd what likeness can you compare with him?" There is none - it's even sacrilegious 

to think that there is . a possibility of a likeness unto God. And yet when it came 
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to tell the story of the cr r>ation of man, the Bible says that this mortal, this 
phyzsical man, fashioned out of the dust -''that he was-fashioned out of the ima~e 
and the likeness of Go~• 

" 
" 

Now in what way am I created - in what way am I really likend to Him, the 
Creator. What did I partake of Him that other created aaxRgs things do not7 - hy, 
simply this: the power to create newness within the eternal framework of this ever­
lasting universe which God created. The power to er ate newness - that was the 

privile e which was given to man alone - that was a mandate which was given to man 
alone and fer that man was given an equipment of mind and the capacity of soul -
to create newness in the world. And our great religion sought to stress that to 
man so that when I try to outgrow myself - when the I of me tries to be more -
when I try to reach above and beyond myself and when I feel the pulse and the power 
and the thrust of a new enterprise in quest of a new heaven and a new earth - that's 
when I'm truly myself - a being that is, and is yet to be - a being in the making, 
in the becoming, in the growing, as God intended it to be. 

And that br'ngs me to the second question -"What am I?". There are those 
who say that man is 1 ut dust and ashes - that his life is vanity, that man is vile 
~nd of small account. Mark Twain once said," All that I care to know is that a 
man's a human being - that is enough for me Q he can't be any worse". On the other 
hand, there are those who extoll man as"creation•s masterpiece" • You may recall 
Hamlet's soliloquy - "hat a piece of work is man! how noble in reason! How infinite 
is faculty! In form and moving how express and admirable! In action how like an 
angel - In apprehension, how like a God!" The Bible too speaks of man as being 
just a little lower than the angels - n 

" 
"Thou hast made him just a little lower than the angels". And yet the same Bible 
speaks of man as fash oned out of the dust "Man is like a br ath, his clays ar like 
a passing shadow". 
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What then am I? How shall I regard myself? Dust and ashes - or the 
le 

crown of creation. Among the Chossiv/Rebbts - more than a hundred years ago -

there ·•·as a very wise Rebbi - and when he was con-

fronted with this paradox, he said "A man should alwavs carry with him 2 purses -

a man should always cafry with himself two poc~et-books. 'hen he is incl 1 ned to 

think of himself as very great, very learned, very ri hteous, overly important, 

then he should reach into one of these two purses - there he w·11 find a scroll 

w ich contains these words - "I am but dust and ashes". And when the same man is 

inclined to think of himself as little, as unimportant, as ax low in state, as of 

no consequence, then he sho ld reach into the other purse where he will find written 

up0n a scroll these words "For my sake was the whole world created". And I thi , k 

thc t pretty well sums up the whole story. 

What am I? My unknown correspondent, Mr. Cohen,,aid that he was a salesman. 

Other men may have said "lam a merchant, lam a professional man, I am an artist, 

I am a Rabbi - but, good friends, that I a sure is not enough. No single profession 

and no single occupation exhausts the full capacity of man or is his c -nplete 

justification in life. A man is most perfect in his total humanity, in striving 

after completeness. A good physician and a poor husband is an incomplete human-

being regardless of the greatness he achieves in the fielt of his profewsion. A 

successful businessman and a disloyal friend is only a partial human being regardless 

of what success story he may write as far as his business is concerned. A fine artist 

and a disloyal citizen is only a qualified human being, man at a discount. The 

Psalmist said," " "Vindicate me, oh Lord, 

for I ha,~ eought to go in the very in the will of wholeness of oneness 

of completeness of integrity. And so the correct answer to the question "What am I?" 
not 

is/to be. found in what we do for a living or in our professional careers or in our 
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amateur pursuits but in our human vocations. What kind of a man am I? In all my 
activities - in my work and outside of n,y word - in my leisure hours. hat ind 
of man am I? Am I helping people or am I hurting people? Am I only a com-

" petetive human being or am I also a cooperative human being7 Am I bringing light 
or darkness - hate or good will wherever I go? Am I building fences of delusion 
or bridges of communication between men What am I? A builder of a good society 
or a destroyer or a drain? Or a slacker or a deserter? 

The answer to that question will determine what I am really. And the 

answer to the first two questions may help us to answer the third - "Why am I?" 
Many men, in the bitterness of their sorrows and their afflictions, have often 

asked themselves the question, "Why was I born!" "Why am I?" Jeremiah, the man of 
to see toil and sorrow sorrows asks: "Wh_ did I c me forth from the womb/aat spend my days in shame?" 

And the sorely tried Job co-nplains: " \ y is li ht ,iven to him that is in 
misery,and life to the bitter in soul?" 

&nd m: good friends, the answer to this question, nwhy am I?" as Job 

<liscovere4 lies ultimately in the realm of faith. If you believe, if you really 

believe that there is a God - a wise and benefictnt Creator, ruler of the universe­
then his ways, if often incomprehensible to us cannot be erratic or purposeless -

8nd human existtnce, the existence he created cannot be without purpese and meaning. 

I wonder what answer Helen Keller, born blind and deaf and dumb, would have 
iven to this question "Why am I?" "Why was I altogether born" If she had ask d 

herself that question long ago before th manner in which she overcame her terrible 

handicap inspired and challenged the whole world to renewed efforts in behalf of the 
blind and the dumb and the deaf in society. She could not know than that she would 

to mean because of her handicap - to the world, she could not know, anymore than a 
ca~erpillar in its cocoon could ~now its ultimate destiny as a beautiful butterfiy. 
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Those are some of the things we cannot know. I sometimes ask myself what little 

innocent Anne Fraru±~:,13 years old, hiding with her family for two long y~ars in 

an abandoned half of an old office building in Amsterdam, hiding from the terror 

of the Nazis, constantly during those months in fear of discovery and death and 

finally, only two months refore the liberation of Holland seeing her refuge place 

raided by the Gestapo and herself carried off to the concentration camps at 

Rergen-Bel~en - where she died. If Anne Franck had asked herself during those 

years of hidi.ng or on her way to the death camp, "Why am I?" "Why was I born?" 

"' hat is the meaning of my life and death?" What answer could she have given? 

he could not foresee that her little diary into which, during those two years, 
and her soul 

she had noured her thou1hts/and which was found by friends after the Gestapo raid 

that this little diary would come to arouse the whole world as nothing seemed to 

be able to arouse lt - to the real horrors of Nazi racialism and would teach the 

world unforgettable lessons in compassion, and sympathy and brotherhood and tolerance. 

Why am I? Only faith can answer; for not all things are rev:ealed to us - and the 

final answer belongs to God. 

For man, it is sufficient that he look for his answer - and parts are looking 

for it, of course, in the God who designed his life - will look for his answer in 

making his life as meaningful, as significant as possible through acts which 

contribute to the building of the Kingdom of God on earth. t;ian should be as re-
in 

sourceful ax good deeds as possible - as resourceful as wa inventive of*• good 

deeds as possible. That's the newness in man - that's the creator in man. Mnan 

s ou 1 always devise new ways of giving joy to the world and joy to his Creator. 

And it is in such helpful ways, my frtends, in sue a helpful way of living that 

every man wi 1 find his answer to the questi nn, ""1hy am I?". The hidden things 
unto 

helong~ to the Lord, but the idden things belong to us and to our children. 

And what God has revealed unto us in the doing of good, of help~ng one another, 

in the building of a good community and a good society, in worth-while enterprises 



- 8 -

of the mind and the soul that he will find sufficient meanin and significance of 

life that the que tjon "Why am I?'' wi, 1 be automatical y answered f or us until the 

final answer is given by Him, the Cr ator 
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

April .5, }959 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THREE QUESTIONS EVERY MAN SHOULD ASK HIMSELF 

WHO AM I? WHAT AM I? WHY AM I? 

After I announced the subject of my forthcomlng ser110n last Sunday, 

I rece 1 ved 1 n the mai 1 a pos tea rd. It read 1 l ke this : " Dear Rabbi - you asked 

three questions. I give you the answers: Who am 1? - Jacob Cohen - What am I? -

a salesman - '1hy am I? - Oser tf I know." Now, for en off-hand reply - f r these 

que~t:ons are really not off-hand questions or simple ones and were my corres ondent 

inclined to g lve them a second thnug t, I feel that he would fin- that his truthful 

answers are not quite adequate. There ar ny .Jacob Cohens in the world, many 

John Smiths and tens of thousands of - hundreds of thou ands, I suppose,of salesmen -

and how does my friend Jacob Cohen differ from them? Surely his name and his 

occupation, on reflection, do not complet ly identify him. A name is important, 

but our Rabbis already long ago stated that in fact every man has three names -

the name which his father and mot er give him i t birth, the name by which other 

people called him - and that's not often correspondent to the name father and 

mother gave him - there may be discrepancies often times - and the name which he 

himself acquired. 

When you are by yourself, you seldom think of your name. You are always 

auare of yourself - you seldom think of your name. When you write letters, of course, 

or sign checks, you append our name, but when you are thinking through a problem 

or making a decision, or planning a course of action, or when you are reacting to 

a situation of danger or fear, of love or hate, your na~e ls barely not at all 

involved. It is ours lf ,•h ich ts involved - complete, e sential human lf. 
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And as such, as an essential human self - who are you? Wh• am I? 

Certainly not just I, not just my ego for no one stands in the world simply in 

relation to himself alone. No one ls an island unto himself. Every man from 

birth until death is an organic complex of relatl nsh\p - sometiMa increasing 

relationship, sometimes decreasing, sometimes shifting from one period of life to 

another, varying in scope and varying In intensity, but forever inextricable. 

Then, Who Am I? - I am that inalienable world of associati ons, of affinities. 

I am a very dependent and implicated being, implicated in many other lives - in­

extricably irnplic·ted in r~~ny lives, sometimes wil ingly and sometime• unwillingly. 

I am implic .~ ted in the lives of parattas, of children, of family, of friends, of 

fellow-citize~s~ of those whom l employ or who employ me. And the manner in which 

l renct in these multipl r laclcnships - the manner in which I react, especially 

ln moments Iii which are decisivP-, in c1.·itical mom nts - it is this manner of my 

reactions to thes 1.elatio shipg -. ... ,1e:1 tel~ roe and tell the world WHO I REALLY AM. 

That reaction of my~elf to th~se inextricaLle r clat i <;nships of m~ne - that reaction 

is my character. That is my distinctiveness! 

lven though I mioht succeed for a long ti 1~ 

myself, I am n t deceiving myself. 

!hi s is how l really know myself• 

~h,,rt time to deceive others about 

This is my true self - this is my true stat~s - tht ~s I. Some people when 

asked the question "Who Am I?" or when they ask themselves this question are 

inclined the answer by saying "I am the son, or I am the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

So and So whom }OU surely na.ast know. very distingulshl d people. I come from a 

fine family 9 a first family, I come from notable stock and notable ancestry. Well 9 

that ts all very fine but it isn't you - it's theyl You are exploiting yourself 

wlth an unearned increment - you are preening vourself with borrowed plumage. 

Personal status must be self-acquired! A good family name la. of course 9 a 

wonderful inheritance and one should, at all timea 9 look upon that as a short of a 
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challenge - a challenge to prove oneself worthy of that inheritance. Butt at 

good family name, that i nheri ta nee can never be a subst1 tute for ,self -worth or a 

veneer and cover-up for worthlessness. 

The surest way, my dear friends, to ~row into smallness, to shrink, 

steadily to shrink into smallness and tnstgntficance - the surest way ts to start 

out with a false pride. It is far better to start low and to clfmb upward. It 

ts far better to be humbl e and to gfow into the esteem of our fellow-men. Antl the 

best and surest way to ~r~ in~o gre~ tness and tnto significance EDC~• into a 

greater and more s igni f icant. "I" is c r~spect yourself. This ls the beginning of 

all true moral tty and of all noble achievements in life . If you respect your own 

self, your o 1n soul - if yo':l arc always at1are th,.1 t God has a part in you, having 

created you, having dowered you vii th the gifts of mi.n4, having sutnmoned y:,u to 

become a co-worker with Him in t1le io .ks of creation. If you can wholeheartedly 

reply to the question •·~ho am 17'' by sa~ ing lt l am a child of God•1
, then regardless 

your 
of what~ ci.rcumstances eft life may be , however humble , you will be lord of a 

vast domain and you will be happy to be alive. 

It i ~ very interesting when we come to reflec t on it that our Bible was 

so eager to emphasize to man his great importance - that: it used the most daring, 

and actually •itexmauxp■ahx•:t•txex a prohibited simile in describing him. As you 

know. God wns never to be compared in our religion to any physical object, to any 

physical being and no phy teal object or being was to be likelllhl unto Rim. 

the cardinal principles of our religion" 

said the prophet Isaiah "Wo whom can you liken God" • " 

One of 

" 

" 

and what likeness can you compare with him?" There is none - lt's even sacrilegious 

to think that there is. a possibility of a likeness unto God. And yet when it came 
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to tell the story of the cr .ation of man, the Bible says that this mortal, this 
phyistcal man, fashioned out of the dust -"that he •as fashioned out of the image 
and the likeness of God" " 

" Now in what way am I created - tn what way am I really likend to Him, the 
Creator. What did I partake of Him that other created kaxaga thing do not? - Why , 
simply this: the power to ere t newness within the etern 1 framework of this ever­
lasting universe which God created. The power to create newness - that was the 
privilege which was given to man alone - that was am ndate which was given to man 
alone and fQ:" that ~n was ~iven an equip nt of mind and the capacity of soul -
to er ale n~t1ness in the world. An<l our greot religion sought to stress thet to 
man so that ~

1 
er: I trv to outgrow myself - wlen the I of me tries to be more --when I try t~ reach above and beyond n~self and when I feel the pulse and the power 

and the thrust of a new ent rprise in 'luest nf ant: 
v n and a new earth - that• 

when I'm truly myselt - a bc;ng tt·t is, an, is yet to e - a being in the making, 
In the becoming, in the gro:.1ing , as God intend c! l:t to he. 

An that brings met the second question - "What am I?". Th~re are those 
who say that man is ut dust and ashes - that his life ts vanity, that man is vile 
and of small account. Mark Twain once said•" All that I care to know ls that a 
man's s human being - th~t ls enough for me g he can't be any worse". On the other 
hand, there are those who extol! man as"creation•s masterptec 

You may recall " • 
Hamlet's soliloquy - "hat a piece of work is man! how noble in reason! How infinite 
is faculty! In form and moving how xpress and admirable! In action how like an 
angel - In apprehension, how like a Godl" 

Th Bible too speaks of man as being just little lower than the angels - " .. 
"Thou hast made him just a little low r than the angels". And yet the same Bible 
ap~aks of man as fash 1oned out of the dust "Man is like a breath, his <lays are like 
a passing shadow ... 
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What then am I? How shall Ir ard myself? Dust nd ashes - or the 
ic 

crown of crea in. Among the Choqsiv/Rehbis - more than a hundr dyer ago -

there na a very wise Rebbi - - and when he was con-

fronted with this paradox, he said "A man should always carry with him 2 pur es -

a mans ould a lways c fry with himself two pocket-books. Wh n he is i clined to 

t 1 r ~f himself as verv great , very learned , very ri . hteous, overly important, 

then he s hould reAc into one of these t,:yo purses - there he will find a scroll 

which conta 'i n::1 thP . e words - HI am hut d ,Js t and a hes". And when the same man is 

inclined t o thi nk of hi mself .&.s li t- t ~, as t1 nimport:~nt, as KX lov in state, as of 

no con equence ~ t en h ·• s!i J ~ cl 1~each in t o th t h r p~rse where he will find wr1t en 

up •.)n a scrol l the 3c wor ds "F'~. rr.y s ake wa the whol"' -~rld created". And I thi k 

tha t pretty vell sums up t he \hol e Rt~cy. 

ha t m I ? 1y · n lq:vtn ~o. -e-=-p ndent, Mr. C hen, 9aid that he was a salesman • 

Other men may h uve s i tl 0 I .... .?:: ~n-rc!11: nt, I Jm , rofess i o r..a l man, I am an art i st, 

I am a Rabbi - hut, good friends, Lh 9 t I a s vre is n t ~nough. No single profession 

an no single occupa ti on ex -c .. s t he f 11 ·rocity 0f ~u-n r is hi.s co·rplete 

justification in life. A ~an is most r rfect tn hi~ total humanity, in striving 

after completeness. A good physician and a poor husb~nd i an I ncomplete humen-

being ~egordless of the Rrea tness he chie es in the fi 18 of his profewsion. A 

successful busi ~ssman and~ disloy 1 friend is only a partial human being regardless 

of ht success story he may write as far as his business is concerned . A fine artist 

and a disloyal citizen is o ly a qu lifted human be1ng , ?Mn at a di scount. The 

Psalmist said," " "Vindicate me , oh Lord, 

for I haves.augh t to go in t~e very in the will of wholeness of onene s 

of completeness of i ntegrity . And so the correct answer to the question "What am I?" 
not 

is/to be found in what we do for a living or in our professional careers or in our 
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amateur pursuits but in our human vocations. What kind of a man am I? In all my 

activities• in my work and outside of my word - in my leisure hours. What kind 

of a man am I? Am I helping people or am I hurting people? 

petetive human being or am I also a cooperative 11man beingT 

Am I only a com-
• 

Am I bringing light 

or darkness - hate or good will wherever I go? ,\m I building fences of delusion 

or bridges of communication between men What am I? A builder of a good society 

or a destroyer or a drRin? Or a slacker or a deserter? 

The answer to that question will determine what I am really. And the 

answer to t l P. f i rR- t tv, q~1es t; ons may help us to answer the third .. "Why am I?" 

Many men, in t. e bitternes of their sorrows and tlei r afflictions, have often 

asked th1:.mselv t:.s tha u~ s ion "Wbv ,;,-•a~ I born'?" "Why am I?" Jeremiah, the man of 
to see toil and sorrow 

sorrows .as <s : ni··hy did I co[T]e for th from the womb/blll spend my days in shame?" 

And the sorely tried Job co-nplai ns: '' t;hy i s J igl.t p 1 ven to him that ls in 

misery,and 1 ife to the bitter in so 1? " 

.!nd rn_· good [rd>ends, the answer t:-, this ue . ti on , ttHhy am l?" as Job 

discovere4 lies ultimately 1n t1.e realm of faith. l f you believe , if you really 

believe that t here is a God .. a wise and benefic•nt Creator, ruler of the unt,erse­

then his ways, if often Incomprehensible to us cannot be erratic or purposele~s -

.and hu:nan extst•nce, the existence he created cannot be wit l--ou t purpese and meaning. 

I wonder what answer Helen Keller, born blind and deaf and dumb , would have 

given to this question "Why am I?" "Why was I altogether born" If she had asked 

herself that question long ago before the manner in which she overcame her te •·rible 

handicap inspired and challenged the whole world to renewed efforts in behalf of the 

blind and the dumb and the deaf in society. She could not know than that she would 

to me~n because of her handicap - to the 'i.Jorld, she could not know, anymore than a 

ca~erpillar in its cocoon could now its ultimate destiny as a beautiful butterfly. 
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Those are some of the t h ings we cannot know. I sometimes ask myself wha t little 

innocent Anne Franl~,13 years old, hiding with her f amily f or two long y ear s in 

an abandoned half of an old office bui l ding in Amsterdam, hiding from t he t error 

of the Nazis, constantly during those mont hs 1n fear of di scovery and death and 

~· finally, only two months 1--efore the l iberati on of Holland s eing her refuge pl ace 

raided by the Gestapo and herself carried off to the concentration camps at 

Bergen-nelRen - w~ere she died. If Anne Franck had asked herself during those 

years of h id i.n~ or on her way tn the dea th camp , "Why am I?" "Why was I born?" 

"What is t he Meaning of my lif an<l dea th?" What answer could she have given? 

She could no t for see t11at he:-r l i t t le ia ry i nto wh ich , duri ng those two year13. 
and her srml 

she had pou r.ed her t hrnY~hts/~n which was f ound b~ f riends after the Gestapo raid -

that this l ittle diar y wou ld come to ar.ouse t he who le world as nothing seeroed to 

be able t o arouRe It - t o t he real ho r r ors o f r zi raci a lism and wc.t.1 ld teach the 

world unforgettable l e ssons in compassi ()n ,. Hnd sympathy and brotherhood and tolerance. 

Why am I? Only faith can answer; for n,") t ~11 tl i ngs ar e revea l ed to us - and the 

final answer belon s to God. 

For man, it is sufficient t hc, t he look for \\is ar.swer - a nd parts are looking 

for it, of course, in the God who designed his life - will look for hi answer in 

making his life as meaningful. as significant as possible through acta which 

contribute to the building of the Ki ngdom of God on earth. ¥an should be as re-
in 

sourceful Iii good deeds as possible - as resourceful as u inventive of b good 

deeds as possible. That's the newness in man - that's the creator in man. Mnan 

shou d always devise new ways of giving joy to the world and joy to his Creator. 

And it is in such helpful ways, my frtends, in such a helpful way of living that 

every man will find his answer to the questi on, ''Why am I?". The hidden things 
unto 

l..,elon~ to the Lord. but the hidden things belong to us and to our children. 

And what God has revealed unto us in the doing of good, of helpfng one another, 

in the building of a good cormrunity and a good society, in worth-while enterprises 
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of the mind and th soul that he wi11 find sufficient mean ng nd. lgnificance of 

life that th quest on "Why am I?" wi, 1 be automatically answered f r u until th 

final an. er i g iven y Him. the Creator 
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Tlw :--um111<.·r month:-; \\"hi ·h lie ju:--t 
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continue to cl() :,,;o in the future. the fla,·or <11" a Tvmple':-- liie lll(Tl:-- the 

:\lan,· ha,·c a:--ked ,, hethcr The Tern -

implie:- a n1e111hcr:-hip who:--t· len·I i:-­
lixed at :--ome arbitrary (1gurc . The 
Temple ha~ not :-ct any :--uch ligure. 
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THE TEMPLE CHORUS 
1 n 11rdn that n1t·mhers of The Telll­

pl<' ( ·11uru-.. 111a_, attend the . Ir . and 
:\Ir-... Clul, . ·1w,, on \\ 'ednesda, e,e-
11i11:• . . \pril .'th, tlw l"hnni:-. will not 
llll'l't 1m that chtc.·. lfrhear:--al ,, ill he 
held i11.,t(·:1cl 011 Thur:-.da_v . . \pril <)th at 
,':30 l'.:\1 . in tlw .·rn:ial llall. 

ALT AR FLOWERS 
The: !lo\\ er:- ,, h ich will grace the 

altar 1111. 't111da, mornillf.,, . \pril :th. arc: 
co11triln1ted i11 lll<.'lll)I" of llarry .'. 
11 t' inn. h, hi-.. , , i i e. Becki ~ . I lei n er. 

WENDY LOIS ABRAHAMS FUND 
. \ :-.pecial iund has been estal>li heel 

i11 111<.·mon· 11f \\'c.·1Hh· Loi:- .\hraha,11-.. . . 
Ii,· her iamilv and their fric11cl:--. l ·1111-. . 
tril>ution will he tt:--ed t) pn ,·id' an 
appropriate memorial in the Reli;-,!iuu-.. 
. '<.:hool. 

PASSOVER SERVICES 
Pa~:-.on•r .' n ·ice~ ,,·ill he held at The 

Telllple on Thur-,day . . \pril _Jrd and 
\\" ·dne:-,day . . \pril _<)th. ~, he annual 
Tempi . • cl r ,,·ill he held in the . ·c cial 
JI all 11 "\Yedn • da,· ,,·ening . . \pril 
2-nd at (1 :30 p.111. R ~ n ·ati n. ma,. he 
mad' through Th· Temple !tin·. 

THE TEMPLE HIGH SCHOOL 

PARENTS' DISCUSSION GROUP 

MR. SIMON MESSING 
will :-;peak on 

"MY YEAR WITH THE FALASHAS" 

< >ne ()i the ic,,· anthrnpologi-..t: \\"ho ha had th· r:i~·e opportunit_,_ 
1,i li,·i1w ior a , ear with th' Fala:ha:-;. an ancient group ot 
dark--..ki~rned I e,~ ~ \\ ho inhabit l~thiopia. :\Ir. :\f :-;~ing i. nu,, 
,tuch·ing at I i"iram ·oil •ge. I le ,,·ill :-ho\\", a . part of hi:- lecture . 
col01:ed 

0
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. r l-4Jl <1' 
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ait ·r H(•ligiou .' ·htH>I and all will enjo: a turke: dinner in the .'orial I I all 
p:-ogram iealuring natillnalit_, dancer. will he held in Luntz . \uditorit1111 af 
the lu11ch < ,11. Fa, 1 ,r-.. . . ou, ·11ir • and prize~ '.\ ill he di:--trihuted. 

.\11110:--t f()ur hundred nwtlwr-, and dau .~ hter-.. attended a ~imilar han qu 
(JlJ ·u11da:. :\I arch 22nd. 

n11th the .\lothn- l>aughter .ind Father-.'on Banquets were arranged 1 
com111itL (' ui Reli~ioti-.. ~rhool p;tr<.'nt:-- . .\Ir-, . .\I eh·in l.:~zerick and .\Ir:--. l~()l ,l 
l ·, ,plan \\ en· Cll-rhainrn n ui the :\I other-Dau:• ht<.'r Ban 1uet . :\Ir-,_ l•:rnt 
• "ie~ler and :\Ir~. I .eunanl lh·al arl' ·u-d1ain11en of the Father-.'on lhnqll t 
.\Ir:-.• ·a111uel Pr<':--:--man ,,a. in charg oi l'uhlirit): Food . .\Ir:-- . In ing l.ic:l H 
man: I hToration-... _ Ir . .\lorri-.. 1 lau~man and :\Ir~ .. ·anion I ( ;ra) : ( ;jit-.. a1 
l •a,11r:-.. :\Ir . lo:--e1>h .\iali11a:-- and :\Ir:--. . \rnoJ.I l{o:-,(.•: lm·itation:-- . .\Ir. la t . . . 
'rh \\'artz . • \bo a..,-..i:--ting \\'<.'re .\I e:--dam ·:-- ~ orma 11 ·ope Ian cl. I n,·i11 I )urlw1 

Jared Faull>. l~uhert Frank ·I .. ·lw!dnn <;uren . l·~n,·i11 l.1•,·i11 . 1 lal \lo-..1 ·­
.\'ort1111 lfr . c.· and . \Ian L·ngn . 

THE TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB 

APRIL EVENT 

\\ ulne day . . \pril l:th 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
< i the Fairm()unt T ·mple 

Luntz . \u litorium 

Tc111ple .\lcn·~ ·1u1> .\I ·ml>er:-- and th •ir Ladie will ha\"· tll<.' 
1 ,pportunity and th· pl ·a~ur • of me •ting Rahhi and .\Ir~. I .el_,·yelcl and \\. ·lcoming them t our Tempi . 

Pdr • hm ·11t and . • cial I lour .\dmi~~ion 1)\ .\leml>er~hip Carel 



THE MR. AND MRS. CLUB 

Tue~da: . . \pril 7. 
u r la i 11 , • : 30 I '. \ I 

l.unt;,, \Hdit11riu111 

,,,,, 
My F A I R N A T I E 

. \11 < >ri~inal :if u~i1:al C(lm '<h 111 Thn·t· .\rt, . 

. \uthor~ Rirhard Brarker. l.a\\Tl'llC<.' Rubin. I lerl>ert . ·c1H'rhter. h1:_:l'IH' . 'hiple_, 

a:--.i-.tt-d I" .·hirln ('urti, and ·uv );t1rv11l,l'1g 

l >rodurcr-;- J erold and lfr, erh Ral>11irk. \I il·hael and I•:, e . \ rt 

.'tarrin~ 

\la, ih 11 Capla11e l,imwl C ;rl'enl>au111 1:<'ltl' l.a\\1T11n· 

.\ll>nt and Tern 1~1 1-,1·11 

I )r. \I an·i11 I )orfma11 I )r. . • a 11 I I, a 111 ml' 11 

\\ "ill1am ( ;oJdman 

ancl 

Th June llaa-, l)anrer, 

\I u:·ton and Floren re Kra~n ·r . . • K 1-22()_ 

1 larold and \larih 11 . 'd1ohel. F\ . 2-317<' 
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Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

April 

April 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sunday Morning Services 
5 -

Father- Son Banquet 

6 - Ulpan Hebrew Classes 

Ulpan Hebrew Classes 

·wnuue .i:id lU:I:> i\J!d 
UO!ll!:>eA .i:iwwns :iqi Bupnp i<l:i:,g ..Cpp:iM p:14s!l<l'ld 

!i!ill-1 MS 
OIHO '9 QNV'IXA'.>1'1:> 

}HIVd ~:ilA'llS "Jg '.LS 1H!i01 .LSV3 
H'1dW:ffJ, HHJ. 

U!l3JJn51 3JdUt3JJ2 a-itm 

April 7 - Temple Women's Association Tuesday Sewing 
Mr. and Mrs. Club Show 

Wednesday, April 
Ulpan Hebrew Classes 

8 -
Mr. and Mrs. Club Show 

Thursday, 

Sunday, 

Ulpan Hebrew Classes 

April 9 - High School Parents Discussion Group 

Temple Chorus 

April 12 - Sunday Morning Services 

THE TEMPLE LIBRARY is open Tuesday through Friday 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M., Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. 

THE TEMPLE MUSEUM will be open at the close of Sunday morning services in addition to all occasions 
of organization meetings. Arrangements to view the Museum by special appointment may be made 

through The Temple Office. 

THE ISRAELI GIFT SHOP is open during all Tuesday Sewing sessions. Selections may be made at all times 
from the display case in the Ansel Road Lobby. 




