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"J,B," - The Pla,y and the §ook gt Jqp 

~en dark d~ys came upon the peopl or Israel in the be inning or the 

sixth century, followed by the loss of their indep,n ence, the destruction or 

Jel"'Usttl ~nd the hr,].y Teo.pl , and th _ exile of 11,but the poorest of t h 11.nd, 

t o B byl on, a gr~n t searchi ng of heart and a questioning of al l the ccept d 

traditional valuPS t ook pl ace am.•ng than. 

llnd t hei r Uod f orsaken them? He } ,r ~i t t d H1•· beloved city nd His own 

Temple t o be dest r oyed and Hi. chosen people to be led ·way c.-.ptive by a wicked 

heath n mi ,ht. Why? \· ere they being punis 1ed tor thei sine? Had t he Babylonians, 

their captors, not sinned? And 11 any or t reir oplo had sinned there surely 

were m~my who had not. .vhy we e tbgy slain or driven into captivity? If' the 

r~thers had sinned, why we~e t heir innocent chi l dr n p'1nished7 ls t he way or the 

Lord justT And wh t of t e future , •. i Jl tuture g nel·ati _..,,s b saddled with the 

guilt of t he present g,neration , so t hnt th~re reruains no hope ever for fresh 

st,rt, for a return and a restoration? 

In these desperate years ot the sixth century. there aro s e c.piritual 

leaders among the people who frankly faced~ to these graves •irit .1 r oblema 

and ave light nd guidance to save their g neration from spiritu 1 chaos and a 

f atal loss of morale. 

The anonymous prophet , whom we c '1:..l the ~econd Isai h, bro ght them. 

in his stirring and elequent utterAnces , the divine Assurance that the 1n1 uit;y 

or the p st h s been forgiven, that the people had already received trom the Lord ' s 

hard double for all their sins. He gave the exiles also a vision of n tional 

destiny nobler thtln any they bqd ever envisionftd before. They were destined to be 
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th &niasaries or the one true God, nd cnrry His or 1 lqw to 11th n tins 

of the ef'i-th. 

Anoth ·r pro ... het of the exile, Ezekiel, faced the problem of individual 

responsibility. He took sh,rp 1 sue with those who kept on repeating the troverb: 

"The nthers h ve eaten sou gr pes, and th children's teeth nr et on dge". 

nAs I liite, says tl:e Lord God, this proverb shall r.o mor be used by you in Israel. 

The son iJ n~t uffP.r f~r the ini uity of th fcthP.r, nor the the~ for the 

ini uity of th son. Only the soul th~t s~ns eh 11 die". And there 1 al~ays 

repent nc for th sinner. "God h s n pla~,.ure in the death of the sinner, 

only th~t e shc1 ~d turn from vil woy rnd 1 v "• 

But hy ,sis2 inn cent p~o~le suff~r? And why ~o the ~icked often pr aper? 

And is a Rn1s suffering proof th~t heh s been guilty of sin? Thee problems, 

rhich troubled the minrle of n, constitute t. th cf r rk ble book, tbe 

Bok of Job, which w a also ~itten during th B lonian exile, t about the tum 

of the sixth century, by a JSW'ish exile. 0 i i~ally it wa3 prob~b written in 

Aramaic, a· _.,-tic 1 nguag verry clos~ to 1!n :::- :1 , r1~ich ra sr,oken ... n B hylon and 

els her in th Ne~r East. Th , Book w s lPter tr!lnslnt@d into H-l°'re hen the 

exiles returned to Judea. 

Except tor the prologue, which w:1s rend to ynu thi; or. ng. ~ d the 

brief epilogu flt the end or the book, both written 1n .rose n -r-r·1tiv , the re8t 

or th book is written in poetry - perhRp8 th most exalted poetry penned ~ .. 

man- J or non-Jw - in the ancient world. Because ot i ts a)yle, the diftioultiea 

involved in trRnslation, th pqouliar oriental ~ol"T"! of c position, th editing to 

hich 1 t was un ou tedly 

of core, the obtuse n tu:re or th:-1 subject att r itaelt, th book 1a note ay 

ren 1ng, bit very in • 
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Job is not a drama in the s ~-riot sense of the word. Except tor 1 ts prologue 

and epilogue, it is a debate or a symposiu - a problem-poetn - in which one great theme 

and its corollaries are discussed from different points of view by four men, Job and his 

three trienda. The final word is spoken by God, H1mseJ.f. A fourth oollo uist, b7 

the name of Elihu, is intDoduced toward the end of the book - clearly the work or 

a latjr editor. 

To restate the central theme of Job - it is this: 

If the . e is a just God in the universe - wh.,v does the righteous m n suffer? 

Why does the wicked man often prosper? Or, to put it in another way, - is a man's 

suffering and personal tragedy proof that te has sinned against God - arrl that God 

has therefore p1nished him? Or, bro~dening t:1e ouestion , why does a ~od and just 

Ood permit suff cri ng altogethe1• n t h ic wo ld - nnd hy. h . vi ng crea , ed man, mortal, 

.weak and fallible, does He hold him to such strict acco :ntability, nnd visit upon 

him such crushing punishment? 

It is an amazing tribute to thP. t£eolog1o tolerance and spiritual confidence 

of those who finally compo eel the canon or tht:~ Bible that they permitted the in

clusion of the Book of Job arnong the sacred books in pite of the many outspoken 

strictures nnd bitter challenges against God and the ordering of His universe which 

are found in it. 

But then when we call to mind that these same men lso permitted the in

clusion of the Book of Kohel$t among the books of the Bible la book whose central 

theme is not only the apparent abeenoe of justice in the world an the inexplicable 

suffering of the just. but t he utter fµt1lit.y; of jllJ. existence, and the aeaningless

ness or ill life, even where it Aboums in pleasur3 and prosperity - we realize 

that the Book ot Books is such because it is the mirror of all life, refleotin All. 

of its moods and touching on All or its problema. It evadea nothing. The answers 

which it ives may not satisty everyone - but no one can say that the Bible was 

ynawara of any of the complexitiee and paradoxes of huaan existence, and refused 
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to face u to the cold, dark problems of An 1s life upon eArth, such s r known 

to th most odern or moderns. 

Job had suffe eel all t he agonieo nd ber vement llhioh humR.n being co11ld 

posaibly su f r - nd he cl i d ,i t \.'rl".JW' ~. Why hn.d God broken hi ? 

His three friends, who c r11e to comfort him, tried to tell him why. They 

appro ched the subject frOlll differ nt directions and with varying mph see, but all 

their re~so~ing n _ti~·te y o~nverged on one co olu ion. Job must have sinned and God 

had puni~h t . 

J b ~eru.ed to oc~pt their explanation. He bitterly resented it. He was 

conscious of. n tn i ~h w •tl d erlt 10h puni hm~nt. 

H·_s frie s beonrne ir.rp.-'l t ~ ent wit h Th y regrird his :l titude s pre-

sumptuous. ha t of man who 1~ rir,hteons in own y•s. ' oh in htls own way tells 

hi t hn t God doe8 not pervert justice arxi th.qt Job himself in the past h-d taught 

this t . th t o other men, ~ut n t ~t t ~ials hnv come upon h:111, he h~s becom 

impitient and tenra hi··eel f in hi s ~nger. 

The thre f.rie~d d n t r ._ r e~~nt t h~ee sh~r.ply diffe enti ted philosophies 

or view- oint , but rath~-r three i ff P. ·~ nt empll . •p r tam •ram nts. 

ER.ch t'riend apeaka in turn nd in turn Job anS"..:ers him. As t he debate 

orooeeda 1n three cycles. each contnining six speeches. the arguments beco~e •harper 

ond mor direct nd Job's retorts more paesio~4te and bitt r. o au~rt~~ is asked 

or given. The purpose ot the friends' visit. thRt or trieooship and condolence -

is soon forgotten in the heat or the theolo ic controversy. Ch rges am counter

chRrg e are hurled. But when the last speech is tinnlly uttered. the issues are 

not at all resolved. God. Hiuelt, then appe.,re nd out or the whirlwind utters 

the word which r9bukea the r rienda an reooncilee Job. 

History nd the experience or man-kind prove that the wicked are alway, 

des royed nd the just are always recompensed, argues one ot his friends. Not sol -

cries Job. "God destroys both the bl eleae and the wicked. Ir it is not He, Who 

then is it7" Ard why do the wicked live, re· ch old age, and grow 11igbt7 in pow r? 
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You s y God stores u their iniquity tor their sons. Why does he n . t reoo nee 

t1 directly o that they g;y- know 1 t 7 And vh t ot the wronged of the e rth. they 

whoo the sh ves !or thers, but ther. elves go hun ry, the hot d the 

win - pr ss for oth rs , "': them elvfls s11ffer thir t? 

obod on e·rth 1 innocent - rgues notber of his fri nda. o man 1s 

o _ean or sin. "B hold. even the oon i n t bright nd the stars r not ole r in 

His sig t , hmr m ch le m~n, who is am ggot. and th son of man , wh 1. a wo "• 

Ir so, r to;>to tT .b , ~ • de him eo 7 iho ere ted man W4'B-k, mort 17 "What 1 man, 

th t Thou dost mnke so much of hi, dost visit h every ornil'lt and test him ey 

moment? I .1. I s: 1 , '! .at do I do , nt Thee , 1ou • ,c a· of m n7" "Are n t the d ys 

of my lif f e ? L t e a on t 1!. t. I r. , y 

I shall n t ret rn , to the 1 nd r gloo 

~nd a li tle co , o~t before I go whenc 

_ nn d 

''Yo mu t h ve sinned , Job, o thi o d not have come upon you. 

Your ckedn s .ust be ~r t", one f th fri return to the ch1.rge. It is 

quit likely that "God h s exacted or you less than y ur guilt". ''What guilt?" 

cries Job. Phat r rn.y 1l'liquitie P.nd my ~ins 1 Tell • "Yo re hit w hing God 

1th lie . ·,·nrthless phyc,. ci!lns Pr. nu P.11. Y0 speak f l ely of God . Your 

maxims .. re proverbs of shes nd or d f nses dftfenses of clRy. I h ~ not sinnedf. 

"As Go ive'3 . ~o has taken 11w y my right , nd the Almighty, o h s :-.. • my soul 

bitter. s long s my breqth is in m. ~nd th spirit of Geel i in y n strils, my 

lips will not sp ak fals hood 1nd my tongu i ll not utter deceit. Fa be it from me 

to say that Y"'U are right; t1--l I die I will not put w y my integrity from me. I 

hold f st righteouene ancl w1 1 not let it go." Job cl ~n IJ that e be vindicated 

by God. He will not besmirch his whol lif and b at his bre et in abj ct con!'esaion 

to sins w ich he did not 00"111lit in order to conform t~ the false nd erroneous doo

trinea ~bout God which these mi" r bl co ort rs of is we e proclaiming. 
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"1 h ve understanding as vell as you", says Job. "I am not interior to you. at 

you know, I know also". My agony and anguish are gre,t enough, I am a broken man 

and God h· s cnst me into the mire, bit I wi l not destroy tftY soul, the inner sanotuary 

of my rectitude and dignity, my l :.st, sole and ultimate refuge, by ack,owledg1ng to 

guilt in order to s tisf) your dogrnaa. I k.Pgw that my vi die tor lives - oo that 

t the end He will 4risa; and in my own life-tie, while my flesh and my skin re still 

on me, I ill see the vindication or God ( ). o God must, 

maintain the rig t cf a - n rh is with God . 

In 11 his bitt mesa and complaint, Job did not deny God. lie did not ccept 

hi wife's adv1oec ''Curse God and die". He simply did not underst~nd the w ys of 

God. H '1,,-.L C". . . . .~~n pr rogative to QUestion, to complain, 

to be re entful - nrl wtum h:.. f iPnis rf'O""doo 1irn te_J_j n!!' him thc:.t 11 his mis-

fort nes w re aeserved, _ ~er e fnr c-u ]. ngr n h > uttered violent words border-

ing on sacrilege and blas emy n ::,inet t. e Y.J 1 d o ct God Whot his friend chAmpioned. 

Job r, waiting for his ~. the tru God , to rise nd ,,indicate hil"\. 

And out of the whirlwind °"d s einks and n ers Job. Job 1§. vindicated by 

God. His friends a e c demned not N";, y for 5. 1 tir r. sin to Jc-r ,.,-Le:- ::id not sinned, 

blt for ll2t. hnving spoken of God wh t is right, ~e Job hnd don . They rr:ut: t now ask Job 

to pray for them that God mi~bt forgive them, and mt deal with them according to their 

.folly. 

Job had come through bis testing, unshaken in hi faith in pite or all the 

terrible visit tions which h d come upon him. The moral or the parable is clear. A 

true man or piety rema-ns steadt et in his faith, in spite of' all loss, or toM1ent or 

doubt, for that is the very measure and criterion of fnith. F 1th is not kn wledge. 

Faith chooses the way of c lete trust'in the face of i.ngoapl,:t• knowledge. What 1• 

paradoxical to the min:l is not a block either to spiritual oontidence or moral action. 
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man of faith is frequent1y bA!fied in the presence or a e ning not yet grngped, 

perh ps never to be ful1 y grasped, by man's limited mind, but h wil l never ck1owledge 

defeat eith r in agnosticism or atheism. A man's r 1th must a1ways function ithin 

the inevitAble limitations of the h an position - 11 ited days, limited powers, 

limited com rehension, in a wor.Ji:i whose l nwa he did not set, hose origin an destiny 

h~ve not been revealed to him. But these are the unalterable terms or refer nee of his 

life. Within these terms and lilil.tations God fashioned him - as He f as. i ned 11 

creation - nd ch rged hi m to gro and d velop in ind and spirit, to live according to 

the moral 1 w which He ~evealed to him, nd to build t e gocxi society. The an off ith 

ocepts both Goo's Qandate nd rti tr . 

J b ha accep ted Go J' ~ , ~ d t t o 1 : ,.. fl r i ~ht o s ife. H s a good and 

ri hteous .an but ne re15ellod : t t h t,er i ;l , .. ~ , t~rl c ---d . "':ion of hi lif • H 

did not understand - and ne ~"ant ed t o k o t t he ' 3 re.fore. God 's answer is 

given to Job to remind hi th~t he, Jo , d.'...d r, ot c ate t he un·v r se r s t its 1 s. 

"Where were you when I laid the found ·· • onof t e earth?" Th conditicns for all 

creation w re set by God, not an. He lone no~ t h • hy 4 r ~ e,.. . Mnn, him elf, 

is er ture, nd h~s neither t t.e p wer n~r t h~ -,risdor. to t o understand the 

vast univer and the la which govern 1t. ~ n e· ur:der t nd neither life or d th, 

nor mioo, nor co81lic ori ins nor the ,ur oses or creation. God • justice ·ie n t Jh 

only mystery which surrounds the position of m n. But ii you, Job, dir,cern plan, 

order, law and randeur in the whole of creation, , y do yot. not trust the Creator that 

the same wisdom and order obtain lso in the hum n world which 1 aloof God's making? 

M-. n•s highest wisdom, Job, is ~ to question the· ays of the Al.mighty. Trying to 

underst nd them will not adv nae or ennoble your life. "Behooi, reverence tor Go 

that is wisd , nd to depart fraa evil, twt is un erstaoo.ing". 
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This, by the way, is the answer which is ala given in the Bible to the complaint• ot 

Kohelet, th king who had everything and tasted everything, blt who in his prosperity 

(not in his dversity, like Job) found everything st le and eaningless, - ( ). 

The end or the matter ntter ev0 .rything is been said, revere God nd keep His com

m ndments, for this is th whole or an." 

Job, the good man who in his tribul tions h~d argued with God ~nd bad been 

fault-fin er , co fina ly to unde~stand this. "I uttered *hat 1 understood not, I 

epote thing to ~crd rf'ul for :ae, which I did not know. I h~d h rd of Thee (here

tofore) by tl e he rin •)f the e3r ( im rf ot y) but now my eye s s Thee (more clearly). 

Therefore, I d spi e mys lf (f Jr ~-111 ~, t I .. ve s1.oken) I".d rep nt in du t nd ashes". 

Th playwright. ·- rchibabld xi c;-ais , h s ployed t'1is auperb p~~bl of Job 

fo~ the plot o hi play, 1J.B. rt . H h 

eetting. This is a legitimate um rtRk 

given it ode n dress and c nt 

ning ot suffering is 

poraey 

timele s 

th • nd there have n';:·ver· bee !"lud th ··'? c n n v bt. the corr.pl t n wers to 

etern 1 problems . The play J.B. has 1m~ -1n,tion, deep eerestnes. poetic flashes or 

great insight nd all th p4tho of tt,P sufferin Job of old. P,_rb:- s J.B. ' s mis

fortunes suffer fro an excess of h~rrm,.:.nr, c~et~.l-. 5 -. :.. i.c 1 t. g~ :\t lJ'" tistry of the 

Book of Job Rvoided . 

• J.B. is a aucessful, self-confident Americnn busine s man, a r ligious man, 

a reli ious man. who bas lovin wife and t mily. As ri s of tr g dis, similar to 

those or Job, overtake them. His children re killed in r, in aooidenta. in foul rape 

nd murder. He loses his fortune and is broken by disease. His wife finally d•serts 

him bee use he will not curse God for the terrible misfortunes which He had visited 

upon the. 

The thre friends who c e to pay hin: a condolence call re - "since • ch 

g ner tion has its new oomf'orters" - n psychoanalyst, a leftist sociologist and a 

reli ious fundamentalist. Their attempts, s yly tr vestied. to explain the reason 
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for human suffering. are perhap the best intellectual tid-bita or the play. J.B. 

rejects their arguments. Two broken-down actors . selling pop-corn nd balloons in the 

circus tent where the play is enacted, and vho fro time to tim put on the masks of 

Satan and Ood, identify and comment on the nction of the plAY sit gos along to 

heighten its teru,ion. At decisive mot•~nts , the voice of God, Himself, is heard out of 

the void spe king the words which the Bib attributes to Him. There is introduced als 

so ething resembling a Greek chorus, composed of slatternly women of dubious ch~racter, 

whose function in the pla. i~ not tlite clei•r, ju9t as the busines with the masks -

also a Greek the-trical c;.e,,ice - is also not clear. 

On reqdin ~ t he play rr lqter on on viewing it on the st ge, I co· ld not 

escape the impre sion tlu,t mr.dern rwr. h,. ~ not c1 ·vanced much beyond the man of anci nt 

times in understanding . n's rel tic.n to ~.oa or Co--· • s wny in he orld . In fact. 

MacLeish thro rs fn the t;ponR"e in the s ccnci ,ct. U .. to th~ t time he h~d been oving con

fidently along in the footsteps of his :-i ciPnt .o~el . ;cign ntly rest t ing the problem. -

the innocent sufferer and the unappronc J1ble God . But when you 1, k for oLeish's own 

snlution - you are keenly dis ppointed. You feel let down. The pla s .ems to fall part 

af't r J.B. ack o ledges his littl ness hf?fcre <'od . l hat f(,11 ,1 i·• simpl a complete 

non-sequitar - a volte r ce. It does not flow logical~ fr h·t went b>fore . MacLeish 

offers nos lution except to veer away rom the proble~ altogether, nd to oonfDont 

human suffering as a non-religious, secular existentialist would r ce it. But, of course. 

if there is no Goel, who concerns Himself Tith man, there i no problem o~ God's justice. 

But th~t problem is the very theme and substance of the religious debate which is Job. 

In ,ob, God remains central ~tall timea both to the problem and ita solution. In 

"J.B.", God is deftly, almost ~perc ... ptibly whisked arny, toward• the end of the pl 7, 

and thereafter a non-religious humanism t kes o er, seemingly to insure clear sailing 

into as fe harbor . J.B. recovers from bis leoroay, nd 1n spiteof' all that had 
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happened to him and his r mily , assure us th~t he is now willing to begin life all 

ov~r a1Pin. Heb comes the symbol of the undefeated mar.. His wife , S rah, who had 

deserted him, because he wou: d not ourse God, now returns to him, because Job has 

tin lly understood th~t there is no justice in the world - only love. She must be 

referring, of course, to human, not to divine justice, for if th 

children w snot divine ustice, it certainly was notddivine love. 

illing of her 

But if there is 

no possibility on arth ven of human justice, what then is the meaning of all man's 

striving to ouild t r. . 11 t society? And if men cRn never be just to one another, how 

can thy ever om t love one another? 

The contrast between ju~tice nd love , whether human or divine, is nowhere 

raised int Boo< of Job . 11 J . i3 . i ·e, ~:-u:~tit t t ... e very climax of the rlay, but 

it is alio et er un E:lc ted tc · 11 lh,·., ut• c Ja, . I a - fr-id t 1t ·.r . cLeish could not 

resist his e rly Church trai ing where the: ow i r i d ntithesis :.;et• een Sltaxm 

rttasx-Attwl,r O.T. justice -nd J. T. lo,.e '-i·~s n: :. r much of . 'l'h problem o Job however, 

wns "t hether men shou d love one ruiother or be just tc ne anoth r , bi whetbabOoct' 

is just nd loving. 

Conceivably one could w11 it . ,. r.f' cul- r , r, n- reliric uo 1:l~y on the theme how 

best man o n corte t terms with misfortune. It :in doubtful whether the climax of su~h 

a play wo1ld 1 e any more comforting than Job's, to parent whose .Lea~ts d been torn 

by. th tr gic loss of all their children, and lo therr. elves ·er rcken in fortune nd 

ru,alth. And on wonders whether, fter listening to decla tory r eto 1c about homo 

1nvictus", my head is bloody but unbowed. I am nt'1ster of my fnte , I m capt 1n of 

my soul", they wo11 d not be inclined to cry out with Job: "l hav be.qrd many such 

things b fore: miserable comforters are you all, 1ben will all such windy words 

have n nd?• 
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But euch a ply could be written; in t~ct more than one b s been written. 

But Archibold MacLeish htts l~shed his pl y on to the Book of J0 b and wo ld h v you 

believe that it is written true to its spirit, in spite or the fact t.~t heh r ther 

high-handedly converted n nci_nt religious classic, whose alpha nd o eg is God, 

into a secul rist tr ct, whose hero rt3 from the a~hes, heal himself nd nnounoea 

that he 1~ going to ccept life ~gain, "start ov r. get new childr n, roe th same 

risks, the sa e h~zards"- because he is t 

MacLeish rrote. ln exol nation of his pl;:iy, "th t he derived it all from the 

story of Job it elf, fro tl ~ e:1d of the book - part of the myth that the th olo iana, 

for obwious re sons, nei~lect or disp.1 r a e. And wh t excited me about the end was som.ethinc 

th t is obviou ly there but is mi ·::.3d fru t, _ 3ihlica acco, t - Job's :iction. In 

th Bible Go :iv cTob b ck everythin3 ••• out --xJ ' s ivlng i ,,rpli 15 Job' a accept nee. 

And it wns t :1:1 t c~eptanca t at !l nted I r.1· r.d •.• T a ! s s p11r and n~ked ffirmation 

of the fundamental hu an belie! in 11 fe in s i tr, f l • __ ~, th fund ru ntal hum n lov of 

lif as life. an:i in spite of all t e m· ,"?rie , of life - s I h ve ever found. 

It is the more moving bee use the th ologi n have n~ver notic it. r, u.:,re pr c1sely, 

cannot notice it bein theolo itins. Th . ook "'-~ j _c 1s 9. n1 : n '"ri .... J:lb picking 

up his life a ain." 

To all of which o e 18 inclined to say: it is tru th t 11 this was omitted 

from the Biblical aoco11nt for obvious reasons, for obviously 1 t as nev~r intended to 

be there. The theologians never noticed it, bee us i s n v~r t.ere to be noticed. 

The end of the p rable of J0 b - how God restored Job's fortune as rtMard for hie 

taith and steadfastness - was never ip,nored by theologians - except by some moderniata 

who, P.ttracted to this superb clas ie, sought tc make it p sent their own views and 

attempted arbitrarily to fit their own t ilored notions on the book. 
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The love of life and the ctlngin& to life, la shared also by ntmal•, 

and poss ssed no special oral virtue or slgniflcance. 

At the end, Job of th~ Bible goes on his way confidently with God, 

conf\rmed in his lnte rlty, at¥1 trtJsting in the justice and goodness of the 

Creator of the univerwe, though Hi3 w ys are not always clear to him. 

t the end, J.B. of Archibald Maclelsh, goes on gropingly without God, 

relying on his own ~trenqth in an hostile and darkened world: 

•~low on the coal of the heart. 

he candle• in churchea are out. 

The lights have gone out in the sky. 

Blow on the coal of the he rt 
And - e • 11 see by and by ••••••• " 

r. t t l-- 2 e , , Jo L ~1u r.: Jr:: s ~-11; !:: befo e od, while pre erv1ng hi• own 

splrit Jal dignity. He trusts _od, and le e~ t l e m~na em t of the world to Him. 

Job accept the world and, aband ning a 1 futile questioning nd rebelliousness, 

. t t e end, J. • refut;e t C' h m , te; elf. He still remains r sentful of 

ftantly he ill pie up hi f · n l th u ,h the sa 

series of disasters as before. For he l 1 row h ,e t~e ove of S rah, hts wife, 

with hlm, Sarah who first abandoned and then returned to him. 

But S rah and her love were w\th him before tt \ ter overtook hlm. 

Why did t~ey not suffice then? And 111 love suffice h n the next h rrors sweep 

over them? 

I rather think that J.B. will have a sadder road to travel alon than 

Job of old with hi• God. If the play J.B. sends people back to read t • look of 

Job, Archibald MacLeish may turn out to be, ho ever unwittingly, a true benefactor 

of the glowing reli ioua faith of the Biblical author of Job. 

DR. A BA HILLEL SILVER 

DECEMBER 20, 1959 
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1'Jhen Jar}: day~ cmne u. on the 'ieo le of Israel in the be • nni of 

tr,e sixth century, followed b/ the 1 s. o •• tr1eir j nde '3ndence , the destruction 

of Jerusale. and e hol~, Tenp ... e, an,-l r.e ex~ le of c 11 bu the poorest of the 
L 

1-nd to Babyl0n, a areat searc i ,p, of hEart n , of ~ cce ted trarli tional va.lu s 

took .l&ce among • 

Had their God forsaken them? He ermitted His beloved city and 1..:.s . 

1-m Ter ole to be destroyed an [is cho en neople to be led P. a:v captive by a 

v~cked heathen mi ht . ny? :ere the. r being punished for their si s? 

r~mny of the people h d sinned ther surely were rrr~ n. uho h d no . 

th~ sl in or d j_ven into capti v'"i t ? If t e fc: r~ers had sinned, wb., ere t r.eir 

innocent chi_dren punished? [; the way o the Lord just? t id what of the 

future? 'ill future gener-tions b sad ..... e , ·t' t ? ~u.· lt of the present 

generation , so tha there renajns no ho.-e ever for a fresh sta.rt , for a return 

and a restoration'? 

In these de~;perr.lte years of the sixth centur r, there arose s-uiri'Lual 
s / :,, . . 

leaders among the eople rho frankly faced u to hese grave p1oblcms and gave 

ligh 

the fron s iri tual chaos ?nd a fat:ll loss of mor e . 

The anonymous prophet, whon we cull the Second Isaiah, brouc t hem; 

in his stirrina and eloquBnt utterances1the divine a surance that the iniquity 
~ ~; b-1 

of the past ~:::SIF~em ,, that the oeoole ~--- already received from the Lord 1 s 

hand ouble for 811 their sins . f nd he o-ave the exiles a vision of a national 

destin nob er th~n hey ha ever 

of one bring 1is moral lau to 

--no-:her prophet of ,he exile , zekiel 

the emissaries 

whole of mankind . 

aced ,h& )roblem of individual 

responsib::.lity one f'lorc1l inde9endence . He took sh2.rp issue with hos who ke t 



- 2-

nn repe;:tin he proverb : 11 he fat11ers ave e ten sour s, and h children's 

teeth are set on ~d e" • 11 J.s I lj_ve, s ys he Lor Gor, ·jl i c: '1roverb shall no 

more be use b ., ;vou in IE:rael 11 • J. he son will no suffer for he iniquit.. of t 

f8.. her, nor he father for the in:i.qui .. of the son . nl the 
C 

soul he:. t sins 

I 

shell die . .n there is al ays repen ance or h sinner . Go '"S no nleasure 

in the death of the sinner, onl. • that he sould turn frori his evil w y c:nd live . 
/\ 

e 

But uhy do innocent oeonle suffer'? And :hy no the ric1--ed often prosper? 

An 1 s suf erin ~ clear roof that he Thee 
1{ ,, (. • 'tn 

the theme of a re:-n 1rkable 000k of Job, which was also 

written durin the Bab. lonian exile a abo t he turn of the si:>..-th centu:r: , by 

Je Jish exj le . Orj inally it was probe bly written in Aram ic, a 

Se itic lan ;uaee ver;r clGse to { bre, , which \as s~oker in abyloni and else

where in the . ear .r:.ast . rn e oo was later r'" n 1 ted into Hebrew when tl e 

exiles returned to Judea . 

Except for the rolo ue, which was r€ d to you t is nornj n , , nd he 

brief epjlogue t the end r f the book.•tM& .&il~ 
I 

Jritten in prose narrative, 

the rest of the boov is wri ,en in oetry erhaps ,he most exalted poet~ 

penned by an.: noct - Jew or non- Jew - in the ancient world . Baca ... e o • i s 

st/le , t e difficulties involved in translation , the eculiar oriental forrr of 

co~posj ti on, , t~- editing to which it 

;and , of coVse t ~ obt se nature of 

reading . 
I 

was undoubtedly submitted hrow;h he ages , 

the subject matter itself , the book is not 

c. d) . 
Job is no a drama in t e s .,rict sense of the word . xceot fer its 

prolo ue and epilo ue , it iq a debate or as. posium - problem- poem - in which 

one eat theme an it.s corolari8s are discus ed from different points of vieu 

by four 1 en , Job ano his three friends . mhe firtl Trord is spoken b God , H.:.mself . 

A fourth colloquist , b he name of Elihu, is introduced toward the end of the 
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b 

- it, is this : 

If ther is a jus od in the universe - why oes he ri 6 h eous an 

suffer? 1 Jhy rJoes the wi eked m2.11 often prosper? r to ut it in ano her way -. 
is a man's suffering ,,ind ersonal tra ed.· proof th,. t he has sinned a , inst. ''od -

and that God has t,herefore punished hiri? Or o ut it in ,ret another w::iy - h 

does a r•ood and just ,od permit suffering al together in tr.is orld - an 11L.y , 

havin 7 created men , moral , weak an falliblG , ~oes ·e hold him to such strict 

accountabili y , and visit uoon him such cru~h:inP- pJntshment , even if he hcd 

sinned? 

I is an e azin tribute to the theologic t lerc-nce and irjtual 

con idence of those w:10 finaD:•l c omoose the ca.non of the Bible to have oerm.it . . 
I 

the jnclusion of the Book of Job in the sacr d callee ion ins ite 0 many 

outs oken strictures bitter challen es and c lai ts ,a; nst God n the 

or erint; of His univers , hich c.re ·ounc in it . 

But then when e realjze th t these same men l s o er it ,ed the 

inclusion of the ook of Kohelet amon he books of the ible - a book ,hose 

central heme is not onl, the a pr n ·bsence of justice in the wor]d and the 

inexoli~abl suffering of the just but the utter futility of all existence , and 
') 

• 
the 

orosperity - one re lizes that the Bool: of Books is such because i is the 

~irror of all lire reflectin 

or oblems . It ev~des nothin~ . 

11 of its Moods and dwelli on r..11 of its -
he answer~ which it ~ives may not s£tisfy all 

r1en - but no one is ble to say t at the Bible was unaware of y of the 

complexities and ara oxes f human existence and id not face uo to ,he cold , 

dark roblems of MDn ' s life upon earth such as are knot to the .ost odern of 
l 

tr.e moderns . 

cd 
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Job h~ suf ered all the onies • nd bereav _ en ,.. u}~ich a hu 1an beine 

could pos ibly suffer - an h i no know lh, r he~ od br okGn hin ? 

hree frj_en 1. h c m o o or h · , , trie to tell hi h. • 

he opro che the subject frofll different directio s ar: d 1i ,h v r. ·i.n 

but 11 t.he·r reasonin- ultinately c nverred jn o one . Job mus have s·nned a 

God h~d unishe him. 

rob refu ed to accep their exol nation . He bitterly resen e it • . e 

w~s conecious o no sin hie ► lJ.ld er·· • u --h p mishment . 
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He wi 11 not justify 1 's acti ,)ns y denying his o,,~n integrit • 

His friends hecome imp1tient wit h; m. The, re~ard is attitude as presumptuous, 

that of a c=tn wh0 i~ ri~ teous in his own eyes. EAch in his own way tells hi th:,t 

t;od does not pervert iustice an I that Joh hi self in th ac:;t t., is 

truth tooth r ~en , hut now that trials h2ve co~e upon him, he has ecJrne impatient 

and tears hi~self in his an~er. 

The three friends d0 not represent three sharply differentiated philoso-

phies.or viewpoints, but ratter three different emphases or temperaments ,~~~~r 

her . 

Each friend speaks in turn and in turn Joh answers him. s the debate 

proceeds int ree cycles, each 

mor direct and Job's retorts mor passi mate and b ter. o ~uarter is asked or 

qiven. The purpose of the friends ' visit - that of friendship and condolence - is~ 

forgotten in the he.qt of the theolo~ic controvers . Charges and counter-charges 

are hurled . \hen the last 
C 

h ed , the ic:;sues are not resolved . God , 

Himself , 

--utters the word w'-,ich the friends and 

Histor_ and t e experience of mankind prove that the wicked ar alwa 1 s 

destroved and the ~ust are alwavs u..-.~~~A. , ar~ues one of "'is friends . ~ot so -

cries .Joh . r.od destro 1 s botr. the hlameless and the , ic~·ed if it is not He , ho 

then is it? nd w'-,v "io the wicked live , reach old a~e , and grow nii~hty in power? 

ou say ,od stores up their iniquit fort eir sons . ~h, does he not reco~~ense 

them directly IJ hat tl e • ma, know it . And wJ-.at of the wronged of the earth , the}' 
H 

wJ-.o carry th sheave for others, butt emselves , hungry , th se who tread the 

wine - pres fo r oth rs , but themselves suff r thirst? 
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No ody on earth is innocent - argu s anoth r of his friends. o man 

is clean of sin. "ehnl d , even the moon is not hri.ght and the stars ar not cl ar 

' is s i oh t, how rucli 1 ess mtn, who is a ma~got, and t son, of man, who is a worm." 

If o, retorts Job, who made him so? \Jho er attd man weak, morta l. ":hat is man, 

l that Thou make so mu_ of him, dost vi.it him very morning and test him every 

m)ment? If I sin, what do I do unto Thee, Thou : ·atcher of men?" "Are not t e dc1:s 

of any li fe few? Le me al"1ne that I ma.1 find a little cor1fort before I go whence I 

shall not return to the land o~ P.lo m and deep shadows". 

You r.iust hAve sinned, ,J0h , or t~i evil w uld not have come u on you. Y ur 

~jckedncss must he gr nt , one of bhe friends returns to the char~e. It is qui e 
J 

likely that~ d as exacted of vnu les than vour ~uilt . ·;that ~uilt? cries Job 

~hat are my iniquiti~s and my sins? ell e. You are ' (,-., r; d w i tr Ii es. 

•'orthless 
11

~ re you a 1. Vou s eak fals of 

Y ur maxims are proverhs o( 

I h d { ,. • d l. 'h h I £~a-t"'!-i:"\f""--l::'0'{;]~~-=----... a 1 e not sinn .. s ~o 1 1es , ~ o s ta, n a"a, my 

ri~ht, anr th , l'Tii ~hty, ,;ho h .. s made a~ my s<)l1l hitter. 1. s lon,, as my r ath is 

in rr.c , anrl the spirit of '";od is in , nostrils, my lips wi 11 not sp , k .al. hood and 

my tongue "'·ill T10t utter dee it. Far be it from to SR' that y u are rieht; till 

I die I i 1 not put away my integrity from me. I hold fast my ri ght ousn ss and 

" wiJl ,1ot let it go 

ttat e be vindicat d! He will not besmirch his whole life 

" I 

oor an:! I sea nd ill iS-----

reast in a ject confe~sion to sin which he did not co it in order to conform 

w ich these 

mis ra le comfor ers of 1
• s w r nroclai ing. •r have unders andin as well as y u~ 

sa s o . " I am not inferior to ou . f hat •ou no,1, I l now aJ so''. a on and l)t J 
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ar am a broken man and God h:is cast m into th ir, ut I will not 

estroy my soul, t e inner sanctuar_ o and dignit, 
'.) 

I now t1.:1t . vi ndicat l'ves - and that at t e 

I see the vindication of ,od ( I ) . 
-or rod mu t maintain the ri~ t of a man who 1~ w'th ~nd. 

In al his itterne. s an1 com ~lai~, Jo did no t den od. He d.d n t 

/J . &.A,'.:::..l~__,~ 

accept 1i s wife's ad 1 ice: "Curse God and die". He did not understand the ways of 
I 

God. He exerc·sed is human prerooative to question, to compl in, to be rs ntful-

and "hen his fri nds 

violent words \ordering on sacrilege ad blasphemy a~ainst th kind 

of a od • hom his friends champi ned . Job was aiting for his God, the true 

Jod, to arise ad vindicate him. 

And out of the whirlwind ~od speaks and answers Job. Job is vindicated y 

is friends are condemned not only for (,,1,(; 1 s In to Joh 

sinned, ut for not h;,3vin~ spol<en of :1od what is ri •,ht as Joh had done . 

who had not 

The" muRt 

a k Joh to pra for them that God mio-l1t forgive th m anc n0t deal wi th them according 

to their folly . Joh h~d come throu~h his testing unsha~en in hi~ faith •·~~a 

in pite of all he terrible visitations w ich came upon him . . true man of pi et 

re ains st adfast in his caith in spite of all oss , or torm nt or douht , for that 

is t' every measure and criterion of faith. ai~h is not , nowledge . It choses the 
\ d O •• 

wa, of cm lete trust in the face of incomplete ·nowledge. What is p radoxical to 

the rnind is n ta hlock either to spiritual conf"dence or moral action . t man of 

7 



- 10 -

faith is frequently haffled in the presence of am aning not et grasped, perhaps 

ne,er to he fully perfect, hy man's limited fl'lind, hut he never acrnowled~ s defeat 

either in aonosticism or at~eism. A man's faith ~u~t alwa 1 s function wit1- in tee 

inevitahle Ii· itati ,..,ns of the human nositionr- i~ited da:s, li i.ted ~¼ • , 

lirrited c nrehcnsion , in a world whose laws he did not set) --t!lll"-"J,I~~ whose ori~in 

and destinv have not heen revealed to him. These are his terms of reference. 

~ it 1 in these terms and li~itations God fashioned man - as He fashion d all 

crention - and charged him to grow and develop in mind and spirit, to Ii •e according 

to the rnoi:al law which He revealed to hin, and to build the good society. The man 

of faith accepts hoth God's mandate and His terms. 

Job had accepted God's mandate to lead a ri~hteous life.Mxi!!MEx~skxka«~xKkKiias 

H was a ~ood and righteous man • 

-but rebelled 

hie, life • He di<l not unde sand - and he wanted to know t1e 

w'y anrl the wherefore. r,od's answer comes to Job and remin shim hat he, Joh, did 

not er '1te - or set kxx its laws . "there were you when I laid the 

'( 

founr-1ntion of' the earth? The conditiorsfor all creation were set hy r;od, not man . 

M~n , himself, is a cre~ture
1
and as neither t e ~ower nor the wisdom to crente or 

to un<lerstand t e vaRt uni ·erse an<" the l~ws w ich it . . an can understand 

neit er li ~e or eat, nor m·n , ~or coqmic ori ins nor the pur ose of er ation. 

.;,Od 's i us t, ce ..., 

of man. sc rn 

,stery surr uncling the position 

w 
order, lflw and randeur in the whole of crE:ati c,n ;rvh • do 

vou not trust t e Cr ator that the san isdo~ nnd order o tain also in 

4 
human world which is un er ,.,od'? Y-0tt-e--a+:11RO~+u.~e_~a__D¥--il.LJ.ULUD._.s..~u.o.~~-.u...__,:J._1.L.;:w._.~;;.__-

A ,. 
1 I 

Man's highest wisdom.is qot to quesLion 
t-

te.-ffllt.es:e:t-on the ways of the 1\.lmighty 
I 

b, trying to und rstand them, h will not 

advance or ennobl · his life. 'Pehold, reverence for od that is wisdom, and to 
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depnrt fr 1m ev i 1 , t at is unders tand!n?," . ,,) 

This , bv the wa•, is t1P. answer also ~iv he compla'nt of 'oh 1 t , th 
1' 

kin~ who had everythine ~nd t e ~ted t'iCKR everythinJ, who in ~is prosp rity (n tin 

his adversity lik that of Jo) found e· rything st~ e ·1ncl meaningl ss -

" h end of the m8tter ;tft~r ever:thin~ h · s )een said fev er 
of 

od and keep His co TI~ndm nts , 

for t is is the whole/man." 

Jo , the good man who in his had argue d witi ~ d and n a 

fault - finder co·nes finally to understand this . "I uttered whet I und r tood not 

I spoi e th i n~s too wonderf11l for 

(her tofore) by the henring, ft 

me , which I did not Y-n w. 
(! "TIP r f ec t l y 

_ ear/hut n ., my eye sees 

I h.d heard of ThL 

Thee mere cl urly . 
I 

Theref re, I despise myself (for wh.-1t I h ve spoken) nnd repent ·n <luc;t and ashes" . 
{ 

The , rchlbald Mac Leisch , h ·1 s e •:np ye th is parahle of Jo for 

the pot of hi- pla}, "J.~ . " He 

Ti~ is a le~it·• ate undert king 

it 
t 

setting . 

ma ,~ o sic ering an<l th pro idence of God 

i a ti! e I e s t 1eme an there } ,iv e n •er heen and there can ne rer e com, e te answer 

t eterna rohle~s. The play h s i~a~i.atinn, deep 
. .,.,, 

..,.__-~-+-+-........ ~, poetic fla h s f ~r~at 

insight and all the pat'H)S ft e s11fferin~ Joh of old. It is beautifully sta~ed . 

J . B. ls a modern, successful, s lf - comf ident brnna::n husiness man, a religious 
/ 

nan , who has a lov i g wife and family . A seri s )f tragedies .s'milar to those of Jo 1 ( . 
overtake is children are killed in • ar , in accident , in 

~ 
rape a nd murder . 

He lo es his 
1 ..... 2,...; 

hr ken hy disease . wife him 

hecau.e he will ~ot curse 3ol for t h e t rri le misfortunes w, ich He visit d upon them . 
j 

l Th t! ree friends who came to pa_, a con<l()lence cal 1 on him are - sinc e " ach en ra t ion 

ha it new comforter. - a / a lefti~t s1ci ogist ;m a rE!li.rr,ious 

f u rl a en ta 1 i s t heir atte trave. ti ~ to explain t em anin and r ason 
I 

.fo 
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for human suffer·n, , are perhaps the best in el ctua tid - hits of the play . 

J . B. rejects thej r ar8uments . Two br k n - d wn 

aal loons in the circus t nt where the play is 

s oE Satan nnd ;'.:;od, i e1 ti f y 

o~ th play sit ~oes to hei ht n itc; 

moments, the •oi~e of od , Hi self , is heard 

w ich th Pible a ttr ibu tes to lm . Th ere is 
&KBXHSXiRXX I 

actors , sell in~ pop- corn and 
lA 

J enact d, and f r om tim t n time 

and C.f\.v' on the actinn 

, t deci ive 

u 
""'"'~---l 

p aking Lhe word, 

thing r sernhling a ,reek 

chorus i..+>t rad,,. a l , comJosed of slatternly omen of dubi-:,us chrlracter , w ose 
( 

function in th play is not clear . 

On readln~ the pla , nd lnt r qn on vi e.win~ it on the st;-1e , I could 

n0t escape the impression th~t 111ociern man h ;1 s not a 'vanced much eyont. ~he man 

of ancient times in understanding man's r . lat1on to God '"lr 1'"; ,"1d ' s way in th wor l d . 

In fact , \,tac T_e i sh throws in th s on~e in t 1 ~ec, n<l act . ' p to t at. t • rne h h d 
I • 

f~0tsteps of his ancient model - ' ~ 

r stating t' e prohlem - the innocent and the unapproachable ~od But when you 

1< ok (or cLeish ou feel . t do n. The 

fal play eems 

l efor _ ";od what follows is 
I 

a/compl tenon- sequitur - a volte 
C 

face ---
I 

It does not 

c;olution €. cept to veer away from 

s a nnn- r li~ious , 

th r is no orl \,ho 

s reli~i()u e ate w ich ic; Job . 

nnd its 1 u ti 0n. I n " J . B. " od is 

at'ay to ~rds t t,ereafter 

h proQlem alto~ ther , and 

fac e it . 

no probl m of 
and 

very theme , s*s t 

In Jo , ~o<l remains 

ft l y , almost imperceptih l 

suff ring 
f 

of course , . / 
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an.:-! th re is clec r - iling . J . R. r covers from his l e pro:-,y , a nd in pit of 

all that had hap'1ened t him an,l hi famil , assur es us th~t re is ncxv wil lino to 

be:,in lif all over again. Life h gins wh n you 1 now it to be a tr gedy. He 

becomes the ymbol of the unrief eated man . His wi[ , S '"' rah , rted 

him, bee u .~ e he w ) 1 1 ld not curse ~od, n ~~ rct 11rns to h i:tt, ecau s e as ly 
'\..,..A., 

understood thnt t ere is no justice int e world - only love . She is refer.ring to 
I 

divine ju~tice ,r ove , f or if t e killing f her children was not divine 
was ✓ 

it ~ert c1 inlv wac; not ivine love . The pro lem of Jo , houe er , /n0t whether m n 
whether 

·ust and 

lov1ng 

C ncei ahlv ne cnuld write a n the theme how ',est man 

c~n come to er~s with misfortune . is d0t1btful whether the cli a of such a 

olay would be 110,,.e c r.ifor t in~ h eh arts had been torn bv the tragic 

loss of all heir c1,ildr in fortun and h t alth . ne 
..- ' J ,, 

w ,nders if aft e r l i. teni g to all the declamatory ' homo in victus ''my 
I I 

had is 

bloody but . I am master of m fate, I am captain of my 
'( 

soul , thy 

wou d not be i nclined to cry out like Job: 
1 

I have hear many such thin•~s before; 

mi~erable co~for ters are ., 1 0U al 1 , when wi 11 uch wind, words have an end? Eut 

uld be written in fact more than one ha· been writt n m:1~~~~A-e"le . ut ) • 
n 

.\rchibold ,1acLeish hr1s lashe d his play to the Rnok of Job and hdve y u 
I..., I 

elieve that it is 1 its spirit , a~~~~ he convert an 

dncient r ligi~us and omeoa ic; e cu lri L tract , 

whose h 

hi self anci anno mces that he is q;oin~ to accept life a~ain , " tart ov er , :, t RRXXEM'iixx 

new chil ren, fac e th same risks , the same hazards" - hecau-e he is a man . 
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I 

MacLeish wrote nt he derived it all from the story of Joh itself, 

from he end of thP- ~ook - a par.t < f the myth that tl e theolo ,ians for obvious 

reasons, ne~lect or disryara~e. And whRt Lxcited me ahout the end was something 

that is obviously there but i~ .:>mi e:d frc m the Biblical ace ,,n 3ob' action. 

Int' e Pi le ,od ~ives Joh hack everyt,in~ .... but ~od's givino im lies Jo~'s -
acceotance. And it We that acceptance that haunted my is as pure 

and na<ed affir ation of the fund ntal human he ief in life in spite of li:e , 

the fundameT1tal hum<1n lou of life as lif /and in spite of all tli mic::eries 

life - as I ha e ever found. It is the ore , o,inP because the theolo,ians 

h;:ive never it. Or, ~ore precisely, cannot n tice it heino theo ~ans. 

() 
/' 

The Book o( Job is ah •man triwnph - J h pickin~ up 1 is life a~ain. 

T all of h ich on~ i inclined _o say it is true t ra t all this was 
" 

of 

omitted f r m the 0 iblica l account for obviou reasons, for obviously it ~as 

never th re. The theologians n ver noticed it, b cau~e it was n ver there to 

otice . The end of the Bo->k of Job - how 1..,od re.:, tored Job's fortune ,qs a reward 

theolooians - except ly sone 

modernists who attracted to this superb clac; 
tµ I 

er.~....,.,fH,.allbS attempted to fit their own 
? 
he hook. 

I t the nd, Joh f t e on his way confidently with ,...od{ ~n-

f i rrred in is inte~rity, and tru!" ting in the. j uc; ice and t ·1 

Cre;itor of the universe, thounh ic:: wa,s re not al as clear to him. 

r.od, rel •·ne: on l-\is ot-:n stre ~th in an 1,osti 1 and arkened v•orld: 

"P w nn t,e coal of the he3rt . 
The candle inc urches a ut. 
Te li~ ts n ,e ,ne out in the s 
Rlow on the coa of the he rt 
And ,,1e 'l1 sec r, and y ..• ' 

• 

-? 

t't the end, oh hum les i'Tlself b or ~od, wile pre erving is own 

-t 

piritual di~nit . H tru ts ~od , and dVes the ~~naoe ent f th world to im. 



,.. 

Over l 

The l v f if and the clin~inP, to life , ~2cau e it is Jife , is< lso 

shared by animals, n<l possess ~s nox special moral virtue or si P,nific ,1nce . 



/ 

Joh avcepts the • onin~ all futil uestionin~ and rebelliousne 
.,,, 

him . 

, t the end J . R. ref usec; to hum him elf . He sti 1 remains re~entful of 

he h~rd , unheedin~ world a .out him or which ,od has n concern whatever . 

efiantl h T'icks u hj~ li ea ain , even if i.t means g0ing throu~h the same 
'/ ~/ series 

~1 disasters as ½efore . 

~ I 
~i 1 nov t e lo~e of Sa rah, hjs wife , 

I \I' . • 

returned to J 

. ut Sarah an her love w re with hi hefor the disaste 

not suffice then? , nd will lo•e suffice ~h~n the next horrors sweep over them? 

I rntber thin that J.? . wi11 h~ve a 
~ 

ld with od . 

l 

al ne than 

I 

) 
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When dark days came upon the people 

of Israel in the beginning of the sixth 
century, fo I I owed by the I oss of their in
dependence, the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the holy Temple, and th8 exile of all, 
but the poorest of the I and I to B c t:t,ll on , o 
great searching of heart and, ~o a°rf.; a ccepted 
traditional values took place amon g them. 

Had their God forsaken them? He per
mitted His beloved city and His own Temple 
to be destroyed and His chosen people to 
be led a½ay captive by o wicked heathen 
might. Why? Wee thy being punish~d fo 

t-f .;-..r~~ ~ )11 ~T I L<.. • ~ t h e i r s i n s? ~~ i f ma n y _ ~ p' e o p I e h a d 
sinned there surely were many who hcd not. 
Why were !b~Y slain or driven into captivi
ty? If the fathers hod sinned, why were 
their innocent chi I dren punished? Is the 
way of the Lord just? And what of the future. 
Wi I I future generations be saddled ith the 
gu i It of the pr esent generation, so that • 
there remains no hope ever for a fresh start, 
for a return and a restoration? 

In these desperate years of the sixth 
century, there arose spiritual IPoders 
among the people who frankly faced up to 
these grove spiritual problems and gave 



' • 

- 2 -

1 

I ight and guidance to save •~!!Pfflt- from 
spiritual chaos and a fatal loss of morolQ.. 

The anonymous prophet, whom we col I 
the Second Isaiah, brought them, in his 
stirring and eloquent utterances, the divine 
assurance that the iniauity of the post 
hos been forgiven, that the people hod al
ready received from the Lord's hond double 
for all their sins. A lre gave the exiles 
a vision of o notional destiny nobler than 

' any they hcd ever envisioned before. They 
were destined to be the emissaries of 1 one 
true God, and r: _._ His moro I I ow to 
"'~A--+--la----f f m n k i n . -

Another pro phet of the exile, Ezekiel, 
faced the problem of individual respo nsi-
b i I i ty .. ,~~ ora I • ~f--o~n:ee-. He took 
sharp issue with those who kept on re
peating the pr overb: "The fathers hcve 
eaten sour gropes, ond the chi I dren' s teeth 
are set on edge". "As I Ii ve, soys the 
Lord God, this proverb she I I no more be 
used by you in I srae I..... The son i l I not 
suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor 
the father for the in,quity of the son. 
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Only the soul thct sins shol I die". And 
there is always repentance for the sinner. 

''God has no p I ea sure i n the de o th of the 
sinner, only thct he sho u ld turn from his 
e v i I 'N o y a n d I i v e •~ 

But why do innocent people suf er? 
And why do the i_cked often prosper? And 
is o man's suffering ~~ proof that he 
hos been guilty of sin? These problems, 

hich troubled the minds of men, constitute 
the theme of a remarkable book, the Book of 
Job, which was also written during the 
Baby I on i an ex i I e, at about the turn of the 
sixth century, by a Je'v'. ish exile. Origi
nally it 'NOS probably written in Aramaic, 
a Semitic language very close to Hebrew, 
which wcs spoken in Babylonia and elsewhere 
in the Near East. The Book was lcter trans
lated into He t rew when the ex i I es returned 
to Judea. 

Except for the prologue, which was 
read to you this mornin ; , and the brief 
epilogue at the end of the book, both 
written in prose narrative, the rest of 
the book is written in poetry - perhaps 
the most exalted poetry penned by any -
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Jew or non-Jew - in the ancient world . 
• Becau s e of its style, the dlf f iculties in

volved in translation, the peculiar oriental 
form of composition, the editing to which 
it wos undoubtedly submifted through the 

a g e s , t h e b I u r r i n g o f tee D-5 , a n d , o f c o u r s e , 

the obtuse noture of the subject matter it- , 
self, the book is not easy reo ~ing, but very 

e rewording. _ 
Job is .not a drama in the strict sense ------

of the word . =xcept for its prologue and 
epilogue, it is o debate or o symposium --a problem-poem - in .which one great theme 
and its corolJlries ore discussed from 
different points of view by four men, Job 
and h is three frien ds. The final word is 
spoken by God, Himself. A fou col loqu ist, 
by the name of EI i hu, i $ introduced tovv·ord 
the end of the book,-cleorly the work of a 
later editor. 

To restate the central theme of Job -
it is this: 

If there is a just God in the universe -
why does the righteous mon suf 1 er? hy does 
the wicked man often prosper? Or, to put it 
in anoth €r way - is a man's suffering and 

I 
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personal tragedy proof thct he has sinned 
against God - and that God th .refore 
punished him? Or , ~~ ~~~~ ~~~ 

why does a good ond just God permit 
sufferin d altogether in this world - and 
why, having created man, mortal, weak and 
fol I ible, does He hold him to such strict 
occountabi I ity, and visit upon him such 
crushing punishment! • • d~ 

It is on amazing tribute to the theo-
logic tolerance and spiritual confidence 
of those ~1ho finally composed the canon 
of the Bible tD h .v~ p~rmitted the in-
c usion of the ook of Job ~=~ sacred 

• ~ in spite of the many outspoken 
st r i ct u res, ,A b i t t er ch a I I en g es 

~D· t again s t God and the ordering of 
H i s uh i verse h i ch ore f o urc d ,· i r.i i t . 

But then 'hen we ~ts;:.i;~ hot these 
some men al s o permitted the inclusion of 
t he Book of Kohelet among the cooks of 
the Bible - a book hose central theme 
is not only the cpporent absence of jus
tice in the 1orld and the inexplicable 
suffering of the just, but the utter 
futilit of all existence, and the mean----
i ng I essness of al I I ife, even 'A'here it 
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abounds in pleasure and prosperity -
reo Ii ze that the Book of Books is such 
because it is the mirror of 211 I ife, , 
reflecting Q_ll of its moods and 
on 211 of its problems. It eva des nothing. 
The answers which it g ives may not satisfy 

- but no one i~~=t=e=t:ft say th ct 
Bible was un ~w~re of any of the com

plexities ond paradoxes of human existence
1 

ond - face up to - 1

- .. the co Id, dark 
problems of man's I ife upon earth, such 
as are known to the mo s t modern of moderns. 
-

Job hod suffered a 11 the ogon i es and 
bereavements which a human being could 
possibly suffer - and he did not kno I why. 
Why hod God broken him? 

His three friends, who came to com
fort hi rn , tried to tel I him why. They 
approached the subject from different 
d i r e ct i ·o n s a n d w i t h v a r y i n g em p h a s e s , bu t 
al I their r~asoning ultimately converged 
• 8~,. ' ob must hove sinned and God 

" hod punished him. 
Job refused to accept their explana

tion. He bitterly resented it. He was 
conscious of no sin which would merit such 
punishment. 
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~--w:.~~l'-t1:t=:::t=-H. s t i f y o d ' s o~--f-t..}~~~~~ 
nying his own integ rity. 

Hi s friends beco me impatient ith 
him. They re ga rd his ottitu e as pre
sumptuous , that of a man who is righteous 
in his o 'n eyes. Each in his o 1n 'NOY tel Is , 

him thct God does not pervert justice and 
thct Job himself in t~e post h~d tau ght 
this truth to other men, but now that 
trials hcve come upon him, he hos become 
imp tient and tears himself in his ange r . 

The three friends do not represent 
three sharp I y different i oted phi I osoph i es 
or view-points, but rather three different 
emphases or temperaments. 

Each friend speaks in turn on in turn 
Job answers him. As the debate proceeds 
in three cycles, each containing six 
speeches, the arguments become sharper 
and more direct and Job's retorts more 
passionate and bitter . No quarter is 
asked or given . The purpose of the friends' 
visit - th ot of friendship and c ndolence -
is soon forgotten in t~e heat of the theo-
logic controversy. Ch orges and counter-
charges are hurled. en the lost sp ~ech 
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is fi11al ly uttered, the i s sues are not 
at al I resolved. God, Himself, then 
appears and out of the whirlwind utters 
the word which rebukes the friends and 
reconc i I es Job. 

History and the experience of man-
kind prove that the wicked are al ·oys de
stroyed and the just are always recompensed, 
argues one of his friends. Not so~- cries 
Job. 'God destroys both the blameless and 
the wicked. If it is not He, Who then is ,r· 
it? And why do the icked I ive, reach 
old age, and grow mighty in po\ •er? You 
say God stores up their iniquity for their 
sons. Why does he not recompense them 
directly so that they moy now it7 ~nd 
what of the wronged of the earth, they 
who carry the sheaves for others, but 
themselves go hungry, these who tread t~e 
win~press for others, but themselves suffer 
thirst? ~') 

Nobody on earth is innocent - argues 
anoth~r of his friends. No mon is clean 
of sin. "Beh old , even the moon is not 
bright and the stars ore not clear in His 
sight, ho much less man, ho is a maggot, 
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and the son of man, \/I/ho i s a orm". If so, 
retorts Job, who mode him so? Who created ---man eak, mortal? " Jho t is mon, that Thou 
dost make so much of him, dost visit him 
every morni , g and test him every moment? 
If I sin, whot do I do unto Thee, Thou 
Watcher of men?" "Are not the days of -a 
I ife few? Let me alone th ct I may find a 
I ittle comfort before I go whence I shal I 
not return, to the land of gloom and deep 
shadows". .. '> 1 

' ~,You Tu st h c v e s i n n e d , Jo b , or th i s e v i I 
would not hrve come upon you. Your icked
ness mu s t be great~ one of th P friends re-
turns to th e ch rge. It is qu ite I ikely 
thot\God hos exacted of you 1~22 than your 
g u i I t'~ " 'f.1 

h a t g u i I t ? " c r i e s J o b . W h o t a r e 
my irii cuities and my sins? Tel I me. 11You 
are 1h itewashing lJOd 1 ith I ies. 'orthless 
physicians are you oil. You speak falsely 
of God. Your maxims ore proverbs of ashes 
and your defenses/20 cloy. I hcve not 
s i n n e d ! "As God I i v es, Who h cs taken a a y 
my right, and the Almighty, ho hos mode 
my soul bitter. As long as my breath is 
in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostri I 
my I i ps i I I not speak falsehood and my 
tongue w i I I not utter deceit. Far be it 
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from me to say th ot you ore right; ti I I 

I d i e I w i I I n o t p u t o \/\' o y m y i n t e g r i t y f r o m 

me. l hold fast my righteousness and wil l 

not I et i .,~_-.L_go." Jo b demands that he be 

vindicated. He wi 11 not besmirch his 

whole I ife and beat his breast in o b ject 

confession to sins wh ich he did not com ~ it 

in order to conform to th e false and er-

roneous doctrines about God 1h ic ~ these 

mi s erable comforters of his were proclaim-

- i ng. "I have under s tanding as \A'e I I os you", 

says Job. "I om not inferior to you. ~lh c t • 

you kno\N, I kno also". My agony on 

ongu i sh ore great enou ~h, I om a broken 

mon and God hos cost me into the mire, but 

l w i I I n ot destroy my sou I, the inner 

sqnctuory of my rectitude and dignity, my 

lost, sole and ultimot~efuge, by oc
kno ~' ledging to guilt Jo satisfy your dog-
mas. I know that my vidicotor I ives -

and that at the end H wi 11 arise; and in ----
my own I ife-time, while my flesh and my 

skin ore still on me, I will see the vin-

d i cot ion of God ( /, ;1>/r 1> '- /II). For 

God must maintain the right of a man who 

i :: with God. 
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In all his bitterness and complaint, 
Job did not deny God. He did nJt accept 
his wife ' s advice: "Curse God and die". 
He simply did not understqnd the ways of 
God. He exercisedAhis human prerogative 
to question, to complain , to be resentful -
and when his friends goaded him by te I I i ng 
him that a I l his m • fortunes were deserved, 
b~ ~~he o~~---+¥-~, he become furiously 
angry and he uttered violent words border-
ing on socri lege and blasphemy aga in s t the 
kind of a God Whom his friends championed. 
Job was waiting for bl2 God, the true God , 
to arise and vindicate him. 

And out of t 1/) e w h i r I w i n d God s pea .--. s 
and answers Job. Job is vindicated by God. -His friends ore condemned not only for im-
puting sin to Job who hod not sinned, but 
f o r n o j" h o v i n g s p o k e n o f G o d "'' h o t i s r i g h t, 
as Job hod done. They mu st,ask Job to pray 
for them that God might forgive t em,and 
not deal with them according to their folly. 
Job had come throu h his testing , unshaken 
in his faith in spite of al I the JJr;rible 
visitations which~come upon him.: APtr Je man 
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f piety remains steadfast in his faith in 

spite of al I loss, or torment or doubt, for 
th at is the very measure and criteri~n of 
faith. Faith is not kno wled ge. ,-c 'oase s 
t he way of com~lete trust in the face of 
incomplet~ kno ledge. What is paradoxical 
to the mind is not a block either to spiri
tual confidence or moral cction. A man of 
faith is frequently baffled in the presence 
of a meaning not yet grasped, perhaps never 
to be fyl ly rfe , by rnan's I imited mind, 
but hewhever acKno wledge defeat either in 
agnosticism or atheism. A men's faith mu s t 
always functi on within the inevitable limi
tations of the human position - Ii ited days, 
I i mi ted powers, I i i ted comprehension, in 
a world whose laws he did not set, whose 
origin and destiny Qv not ~een rev ea led t o 
him. t ese or ~~ rms of reference 
' ithin thes terms and I imitations God ... 

fashioned ~, ~ as He fashioned a I I creation 
and charged him to grow and develop in mind 
and spirit, to I ive according to the moral 
low which He revealed to him, and to bui Id 
the good society. The man of faith accepts 
both God's mandate and His terms . ~ 
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Job hod accepted God's mandate to lead 
o righteous I ife. fj& was o good and righteous 
man but he rebe I I ed /\the terr i b I e,. concfft ions 
of h is I i f e. He di d not u n 'erst on d - on d 
he wanted to know, the why and the 1herefore. 
God's answer • ·J':.~ to Job 1 rerri ind him 
that he, Job, did not create t h is universe -
or set its I a s. " !here "''ere you Y11hen I 
laid the foundation of the earth?" The 
conditions for al I creoti3n were set by God, 
not man. on, 1mself, is a cr eature, and 
hos neither the power nor the wisdom to create 
or to un Jerstand the vast universe and the 
laws which govern it. Man con understand 
neither I if e or death, nor mind, nor cosmic 
origins nor the purooses of creation. God's 
justice is not the only mystery surround·' 
the position of man. But if you, Job, 
discern pion, or rJ er, low and grandeur in 
the whole of creation, why do you not trust 
the 6reotor that the some wisdom ond order 

a so in the human world w~ich is also 
+ffltt.:l+~ ~-.Ma~. f ~ l. M o n ' s h i g h e st • i s d om , J o b , i s 
not to question the ways of the Almighty 
f ~ rying to understand them~~~ wi I I 
not advance or en nob I e ~~ I i fe. "Beho Id , 
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re verence for God that is ""' i sdom, and to ----
depart fr m ev i I, th ct is un derstanding". 

This, by the way, is the answer 'A1h i ch 
is also given in the nible to the complaints 
of Kohelet, the king who hod everything 
and tasted everything, but who in his pros
perity (not in his adversity, I ike 
Job) found everyt h ing stole and meaningless,-
( 2 ~ (-,, ). "The end of the matter ofter 
everything hos been said, revere God and 
keep His commcndments, for this is the ~bQl~ 
of man." 

Job, the good man who in his tribula
tions hod argued with God and hod been a 
fault-finder, comes finally to underst cnd 
this. "I uttered what I understood not, 
I spoke things too wonderful for me, which 
I did not kno . I hod heard of Thee (here-
tofore) by the hearing of the ear ( imperfect
ly) but now my eye sees Thee (more clearly). 
Therefore, I despise myse If ( for hot I hove 
spoken) and repent in dust and ashes". 

The playwright, Arc h ibold MacLeish, 
hos employed this~p roble of Job for the plot 
of h i s p I c y, "J. . ". He hos g i v en it o 
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modern dress and o contemporary setting. 
This is a legitimcte un dertaking 1 for the 
meaning of suffering - ~·- • 

is a timeless theme, and there hove 
never been and there can never be complete 

I answers to eterna I prob I ems. The p Icy , ? , 

has imcgin Gti n, deep earnestn ess, poetic 
f I ashes of great ins i ht on o I I the P.c thos 
of the suffer i 1 of o I ,; l 1 l t i~ ~" • ........_.t • -

~ I I • ~~ ---•" - ~ fu I o~~- -~-- • • Jli'.J It. ? 11 ,. • 

, J. B. 17s o ' successful, self-
confident American bus iness mon, a reli g ious 
man, ho hos o lovithg wife and fa mily. 
A series of tragedies, si i lor to t ho~ e 
of Jo ' , o iertoket h m. Hi s ch il dre n are 
killed in 1v or, in cci dents, in f oul roe 
and murder. He loses hi s fo rtune o~d is 
broken cy disease. His V' i fe f i no 11 y deserts 
him becau ~e he w i I I not curse God for 
the terrible misfort unes which He hod 

visited up on them. 
The three friends who come to pay 

condolence col I • ore ~since each 
generati on hr s its ne comforterl- a 
psy~ analyst, a I ftist sociolog ist and a 
religious funda mentalist. Their attempt~ 
slyly travestied, to explain the • 
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recson for human suffering, ore perhaps 
the best intellectual tid-bits of the ploy. 
J.B. rejects their arguments. To broken
dov n actors, se l Ii ng pop-corn and bo 11 oons 
in the circus tent where the ploy is en
acted, and who fr Jm time to ti e put on 
the masks of Satan and God, identify and 
comment on the action of the ploy os it goes 
along to heighten its tension. At decisi 1 e 

moments, the voice of God , Himself, is heard 
out of the void speaking the words which 
the Bible attributes to Him. There is in
troduced also somet hin resembling a Greek 
chorus, composed of sl tternly women of 
dubious character, whose function in the 
p I a y i s n o t u i t e c I e o r 1 _/).,0 • 1 1 

n read Ing the 1
p' oy 01

nd ate r on o'"Yl 
viewing it on the stage, I co u ld not escape 
the impression that modern men hes not ad
vanced much beyond the mon of ancient times 
in understanding man's relation to God or 
God's way in the world . In fact, MacLeish 
throv"s in t 1"1 e sponge in the second act. Up 
fo thot time he had been moving confidently 

i in the footsteps of his ancient model, 
poignantly restating the problem - the in
nocent su f feri=~ and the ooproochoble God. 

1' ' 
But vvhen you look for MacLeish's o 1n solu-
tion - you ore keenly isap oin ted. You 



- 17 -

fee I I et do~·n . The p Icy seems to fo I I 
a p a rt ~ -s t= ~~-¥~ 'f➔·--A--+--~~~ o ft e r 
J.B. ockno~ledges his I ittleness before 
G o d • f. 11h o t f o I i o w s i s s i m p I y a c om p I e t e 

Q2Q=s~g~l!!2!: - a ~21!~ fQff. It does not 
flow logical I from hct went b~fore . 
MacLeish A~ no solution except to veer 
away from the problem altogether , and I 
confront human suffering os o non-religious, 
secular exi.stentiol ist wo u ld face it. ut, 
of course, ~there is no God 1 who concerns 
Himself with man here is no pro ~ lem of 
God 's justice. ut that 1s the very thee 
and th -~~,w..;.+-+++~ of the religious debate 
which is Job. In Job, God remains central 
at a I I t i mes ,) o the prob I em and i ts so I u -
t i on . I n "J . B. " , God i s deft I y , a I most 
i moercept i c I y hi sked O'Nay / tov or .. s. the end 

A, l,f - I 

of, the Joy ,and there(!fter<1- hum2£ 1§m tokes 
ove (FH"H~·hee • CI ear soi I i ng _~ ~ j. . re-. 
c o v e 

1
r s fr om h i s I e p r o s y , a n ' i rf s p i t e o f 

a I I thct hod hop ened to him and his fom i I y, 
cssures us that he is no 1 wi 11 ing to begin 
I ife al I over ogoin. ~if egins h n ~o~ 
k • t t o b a~~ e 0 . H e b e c om e s t h e 
symbol of the undefeated man. His wife, 
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Soroh, who had deserted him, because he 
ould not curse God, now returns to him, 

because Job has finol ly understood that 
th ere i s n o j u st i c e i n th e "'' o r I d - on I y 
love. She must be referring, of course, 
not to 2lvlnf justice, for if the ki 11 ing 
of her children ,Nos not divine justice, it 
certainly was not divine love. But if 
there is no possibi I ity on earth even of 
humaQ justice, what then is the meaning of 
al I man's striving to bui Id the just society? 
And if men con never be just to one another, 
how can they ever come to love one another? 

' The contrast between justice and love, 
hether human or divine, is no,Nhere ro i sed 

in the Book of Job . In J . B. it constitutes 
• 

the very I imox of the play , but is 
/\ 

a I togetvier unre I oted to a I I that preceded . 
I om afraid thot Mr. MacLeish could not 

r·eSiSf his early Church training where 
the now discredited antithesis bet een 
O. T. justice and N. T. love "''as mode much of . 
The problem of Job , ho ever , was not 
hether men should love one another or be 

just to one another , but whether God i s 
just and loving . 

Conceivably one could 'Nrite a secula r, 
non-religious ploy on the theme ho best 
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man can come to terms ~ith misfortune. It 
is doubtful whether the cl imox of such a 
ploy would be;~ore comforting th en Job's, 
to parents whose hearts hod been torn by 
the tragic loss of al I their chi ldren,ond 

themselves~ roken in fortune and 
h ea I th . An d o n e "''on de rs h et h e r

1 
1-.J-'~ ........ , 

ofter Ii sten i ng to dee I amatory rhetoric 
about "homo i nv ictus", "my head is b I oody 
but unbo\/l.1ed. I am ma~ter of my fate, I om 
copto in of mY,.

1 
ou I", "wou Id not be inc Ii ned 

to cry out --:t::i~ Job: "I hove heard many such 
things before; miserable 
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comforters are you a 11, vvhen w i I I o I I such 

i nd y ords hcve an end?" 
But such a play could be 1ritten; in 

fact more then one ho ~een written. ~ut 
Archibold acleish ha s lashed his ploy on 
to the Book of Job and wo 1

) Id hcve you be Ii eve 
that it itten true t it,s spirit 

iM )r ...,,..........._ ~_.171, CO n Ver~ an 
/\ 

ancient religi.ou classic,whose alpha and 
omega is God1 • a secu I or i st tract, ,hose 
hero rises from the ashes, heals himself and 
announces that he is ~o i ng t8 accept Ii fe 
again , "start over, get ne\111 children, face 
the son1e risks, the some hazards" - because 
he is a man --- ' 

MacLeish wrote, in exolonotio~ of his 
ploy, ' that he derived it al I from the story 
of Job itself, from the end of t~e book -
o port of the myth that the theologians, for 
obvious reasons, neglect or disparage. And 
what excited me about the end was so ~et h ing 
that is obvio usly there ut is Qmlt!fg from 
tvie Bibilicol account - Job's act i on . In 
the Bible & d gly~2 Job bock everything ... 
but od's g iving imp I ies Job's acceptance. 
And it cs thct acceptance that haunted my 
mind ... Thot is os pure and naked affirmation 
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of the fundemento I human be Ii ef in Ii fe in 
spite of I ife, the fundo entol humon love of 
life as life, and in spite of oil the miseries 
of I ife - as I hove ever found. It is the 
mor e moving because the theologians hove 
never noticed it. Or, mo re precisely, cannot 
notice it being theolo g ians. The Book of Job 
is a humQQ triumph - Job picKing up his I ife 
again." 

To all of which one is inclined to soy: 
it is true that al I t~is was omitted from 
the 8 i b Ii co I account obvious reas ons, for 
obviously it wos Qfy~n ere. The theologians 
n ver noticed it, because it wo never there 
to be noticed. The end of t~e -~~-~~ of Job -
ho God restored Job's fortune as a re ord 
for his faith an d steadfastness - was ne ier 
i gnored by theologians - except y some 
modernists who, attracted to this superb 
c I ass i c, sou 9ht to~. k~ki it their own 
vieW

1
$ and attempted/. o fit their own tailored 

~DE et on the book. 
The love of life and the clinging to 

I i fe, is a I so shared by an i ma Is, and possesses 
no special moral virtue or significance. 

• • • 
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At the end, Job of the Bible goes 
on his way cJnfi ently ~it~ 3od, confirmed 
in his integrity, and trusting in the 
justice and goodness of the Creator of the 
universe , thou ~h is ways ore not al' ·ays 
clear to him. 

At the end, J.B. of Arcnibold acleish, • 

o )I I w i thou t God , re I y i n g on goes on 
his on 
vv or I d: 

strength in on host i I e and darkened 

"Blow on th cool of the heart. 
The candles in churches are out. 

t The I ights hcve ne out in the SKy. 
BI o, on the coo I of the heart 
And we ' 11 see by and by ..... " 

At the end, Job h ✓ 1 mbles himself before 
God , while preservivig his o 1n spiritual 
dignity. He trusts God, and leaves the 
management of the 1orld to Him. Job ac cepts 
the world and

1
aban ,~ oning all futile ques

tioning and rebel I iousness, .,..4:111. carries on 
in faith 1 pr 0 pared to do hotever God assigns 
him. 

At the end, J.B. refuses to humble 
himself. He sti 1 1 remains resentful of the 
hard, unheeding orld about him for which 

. .. 
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God has no concern whatever. Defiantly he 
i 11 pick up his I ife again, even if it 

means going through the some series of 
disasters as before. For he \/\' i I I no'A hove 
the love of Sarah, his wife with hirr, Soroh 

ho first abandoned and then returned to him. 
But Sarah and her I ove 'A'ere VI. i th him 

before the disasters overtook him. 'hy did 
they not suffice then? And , j 11 I ove 
s u f f i c e v' ' h e n t h e n e x t h o r r o r s s w e e p o v e r 
them? 

rather think that J. 8. 'A' i I I hove 
a sadder rood to travel alone then Job of 
o I d '"/ i t h h i s G o d . I f t h e p I o y J . B . s e n d s 
people back to read the ook of Job, 
Archibald Mccleish may turn out to be, 
ho \fl ' e e ~Q u n i t t i n g I y , o t rue t en e factor o f 
the religious faith of the ibl ical author 
of Job. 

Dr. Abba Hi I lel i Iver 
Sunday 1orn i ng 
December 20, I q5q 



THE TEMPLE 
<"LE\'ELA D. HIO 
I )ecem h r 20. 19:i() 
\"ol. XL\'1 ~o. 

OF TIME AND PURPOSE-FROM THE RABBIS' DESK 
l·~ach year at this time my desk i:-. 

deluged with calendars. E\'C:ryhody. it 
--eems. is concernrd that I schedule m,· 
}if e. and ra~er that l earn· out thi:
schedule under the \\'atchf ul en· of a 
company\; trademark. 

.\ culture re,·ea ls itself in :-.mall 
details. Our concern \\'ith date:-. and 
diaric:-; is unique to the \\'est. Time i:-. 
for us our greate:t a:set and its s\\'ift 
passa~e our greatest iru::.tration. \\'hilc 
in :\ sia the t·alendar lrnsines:-; is a poor 
one indeed. 

lfrcently. I \\'as particularly taken b) 
a magnil~rent calendar \\'hich came to 
me from Israel. It \\'as de,·eloped \)\· 
one of hra(: I':-, new paper 1i1aking 
industrie:-.. It feature:-. an amazin~l) 
accurate reproduction oi t\\'eh·e lt:·a,·e:-
from a med i e ,. a I ha 11 d-i I l u 111 i 11 e d 
h liday prayer book: and sh<>\\·ing a 
con:--ideratiun and a ta:-.te almo. t alwa Y:---
missing in ib American counterpart:-:. 
each leaf i:-. detachable from it:-
calendar. The t\\'el\'C' sh an·:-- can he 
bound and kept permanently \\'ithout 
ach·crtis men t in a specially prepared 
folder. Thi~ folder includes an cxrellenl 
explanation. 

'I ime is important. \\ ·e.- tern culture 
has the ri 0 ht attitude. \\'c ha,·e onh· :-.n . -
many hours and :o many day:-. to 
den~lop our talent:-.. tu build our 
iamilie:. to contribute tu our 
commu111tie:-- and to help e:-.tahlisli 
p ·ac in our world. A la(k oi concern 
"·ith time\ . wift pas:-.age i. not th 
mar k of .-up rior \\'i:dom. but oi 
long--!-ltanding- futility. ft i:-- a mark oi 
a :-.ocitty in which the po\\' -rs of. pecial 
inter . t. are . u entrenched that chan:•e 
:-.<'cm: hop le:-. . . 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

December 20, 1959 

10:30 o'clock 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

will speak on 

J. B. - THE PLAY, AND THE BOOK OF JOB 

FRI DAY EV ENING SERVICES 

5:30 to 6: 10 

I l':-.perially like the idea oi a ralendar 
being appendl'd to I an:' :-. <>i a prayn 
hook. < )ne can li,·e ircneticall,· hut 
meanin~le:-.:--1:. \\·e can he H'l'_\' bu:-.: 
hut ,. ry wa. t iul of < ,ur time and 
inde:--crihahh· iri,·olous oi our cn('rgic:--. 
.\ rl'minder that life rnn:-;t h(' spent in 
,,·orthwhik thing:-. i:-. timely indeed. It 
helps u:-; to balance our li,·e:-. hl't\\'l'<.:11 

t'w conflicting· claim: oi . nciety and 
co111munal :--.en·ice. of education and 
pri,·ate l'lltertairnncnt. <>f family li,·in :,..: 
a 11 cl i 11\· oh· e 111 e 11 t i 11 a thou :-- a 11 cl 
r nt'ation:-. \\·hich pull u:-. <1ut-..ide Pi 
our homes. 

I cl) not knn\\· wheth 'r ,·ou rtcci, eel 
thi~ particular calendar. hut I do hope..· 
that a. you acid up your achie,·e11H.·11t:-. 
11i the pa. t year and pla11 for your 
acti,·itie:-. of the coming year. you will 
pa11:-.c· and mea. ure ,,·hether ,·ou lw,·<· 

SATU RDAY MORNING SER VICES 

11 :00 to 12:00 

:--i111ply tired your. elf out running 111 
place c,r \\'hether ,·ou ha,·e trul" 
1m,grl':-.:--l·cl. 

MUSIC FOR SUNDAY 
(hgan 

l'rdmk 111 C m111,,r 
E<'h11 Bdl, 
\l,·di1a1io11 

( )p, 11111g l' ,alm 911. Sh,·1·n1 I .ado110~ 

11 01 'd1t1 ( ( ",,11gn·~atio11al I 

~h·ma•llo111ch (('0111{ncl{ati!l11all 

\I I C"ho11111cho (Conl{n·\(ational I 

. il, n I )t , ·o tio1. .\I ay th • \\ on!, 
.\Ii , \\' i,chmt·y ,·1 

llt /01 t tht ,\ddn,, : 
Tora, ,\,l,,11,,y Et.t < h,1yim 

\Ir. ll akola a11cl Choi, 

()It 1111-\· ,1a11,wh1,11 

flach 
lln•wt'I 
tl'Evry 

Sulnr 

Traditional 

,' pickt'r 

. p1ckt: 



<ltqe <ltrmple 
Rabbis: 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

DANIEL JEREMY ILVER 
.\s ociatc Rabbi 

I liierror of Relig1ou Education 

lILT N fATZ 
As I tant Rabbi 

. ·1,,ff 
~I 11.IIRW U. E1:--FNBERG 

.\,-.·, llircctor of l{cligiou Educat1u11 

l.w . B,u1 REl<GER 
Executive ecrctary 

l-.lIHJAM LF.IKINU 
Librarian 

A. R. W ILLARU 
Organist and Choir Director 

A. M. LUNTZ ................•..•.• . President 
Li-:o \V. NEUMARK .............. Vice-Presidenl 
Eu GoLUSTON .......•••... .... . Vice-President 
itAx EISNER ....................... Treasurer 
EnwARD D. FRIEDMAN ... . . Associa•e Trras11rr1 

THIS SUNDAY 
-:\Ir. and ~I rs . Albert I. Coo Iman will 

b h :ts f r the :ocial j la!! coff e hour 
prec ding th ,,. r:hip sen·irc. ~Ir .· . 
Coodman i:-- I re:idcnt f The Temple 
\\ 'omen'. ..\ . :-- ciati 11. During the 
coff e hour, mer han<lis of the Tue:--
clay Acti,·iti - gr up - f Th T mple 
\\'omen·: A .. ciati n "·ill h cli:--played 
and ~old by m mb r: f the :i:--terhood. 

Foll wing th wor -hi1 :--en·ice. the 
c ngre ati n will 111 et in th • . ·oc ial 
I I all for lune he n. and then att nd the 
sp ·ial c nrrr ati nal 111 ting in 
Luntz Auditorium. 

Th fl \\' r: \,·hi h " ·ill grac th 
pulpit are - ntribut d in m mory ui 
n-if and 111 th r. ~j r:. Ida Frank ,J. I)\· 

~Ir. :\Jax Frank I. Dr. and :\lr:-,. ·a;I 
Fri clman, -:\Ir. and :\Ir ·. R hert Fran
kel, -:\Ir. and ~Tr:. lhron Frankel and 
:\Ir. and -:\lrs. Donal·! Frankel. 

Jin ili c1noria1n 
Th T mp! n t - with deep 

s rrow th pa~. ing of 
JULIUS POLLOCK 

JANET 8. ROSENBAUM 
and ext nd h artfclt . ympathy t 
th m mb r: f th ir her ·an·d 
famili 

JOSEPH A. GUGGENHEIM 

The T •111ple notl':-- ,, ith :-- ,rn 1\\· the pa. :in'.• oi a loyal member a1Hl 
honorl'd f I iend. ~Ir. J 1 ,-..eph . \. ( ;ugg<'nheim. \Ir. ( ;uggen hcim wa .... a , ital 
fartor in Temple liie for aln111. t three.· quarter:-- >i a century. 11 • wa a 
tru...,tec of The Temple. a member ( i many important committe • . . and a11 
1 lonoran· Tnt:-,te • ior life .. Ir. ( ;uggenheim':-- unique area of :-- ·n·ire wa-; a 
(_ hief of ·our L. :--her:-- ·11rp:-. 11 e :--en·ed in this ca parity ior a half c 'ntury a11d 
more. 1 n that timl' . until the , ery " . 'ek of hi: death, h ' rarely if e,· •r mi:-- ·cl 
a sen·ire or Temple function. 11 is is a r cord of lay mini:--try unparall ·led 
at our Temple or ebewhere in . \111 rican Jewry. -:\fr. (;uggenh im will ht 
. oreh· mi:--sed. The 111<.·mher:--. Board. ( >ffirer-.. and Rabbi-.. of The T('mpk 
ext ' tHI to hi:-- iamily th ·ir deep1·~t sympathy. 

THE TEMPLE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Follo\\·1ng th· . en·1ct· 11n :undav mor11111g. 

I )eceml er 2 . i<J,;9_ at 12: 1.- p .111 .. 

a pecial 111 ·eting oi Tiiereth 1:-ra I 011gret.!_atio11 

\\·ill tak1· plare in the 

:,H:ial I lall oi The T mple V 
" c, 

j 

.\.t thi:-- meeting. among other it m:- oi husin : ..... the 
cc n,!_!r :•ation will act UJ>llll the follo\\'ing resolution. 
\\·hich ,Ya unanimott:--ly adopted b,· the H ard oi 
Tru:-,tee:-.. on ~ o,· ' mb r 1 . 1 .-<J: 

"Rl ~.'OL\· l~I) that ,ff('ct i,· with th <lat oi 
ad >ptiun oi this re:--olnti n th title oi Daniel 
J remy : ih·er a . . \ . :-,u ·iat Rabbi b and 1:-

h r by :--up rs ·d d by th tit! Ra! bi ... 

.\ 1:uffet Lunrheon will he . ern~d 

THE TEMPLE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
Th f 1l w111g IS a -ch du! iqr midw ' k rlasse duri11 11 the winter , acation 1 ( .-<) 'l'tt d D .: ay, ember 22-9: .:\I. t 11: 

\\' edn day. De mb r 23 _ ( :30 . .~I. t ) 11 : 
Thur day, Dec mb r 24 - c : 0 .-:\I. t 11: 

Th , above h duled cl· will count f 
Th re will b no cla~ . n Tu . day. \ \ • 

:-, ) . .:\I. TL. E:D.\ Y J>r<' - on '1 rma ti, 111 
·1a . (':, ·1a:--:-- •:,; and . • pecial 11 ehre\\ 

. \.:\1 . \\'EDXl•:.'D.\Y Pre- ·011tirn1:tt1·011 ·1 . cl:-,:-, :-
• \.~I. T 11 • R • D. \ Y "cm ti r111=tt1·u,1 ,·t11cl . • 1> 1 •c·1·a1 11 I ('I • -. <..· >r ' \\. a:--:--<' . and FH.1 D . \ Y ·on lirmaticm ·1a~. e:--

r two , • ion . . Linrnu . in, . en·ice will h a,·ailabl 
dnC':--da). Thnr...,day. Frida_,. J) c mb r 2(J_ J . 31. 

a . u ual. 
January 1. 



ANNUAL COLLEGIATE HOMECOMING 

The Temple annually holds a sp ·cial .'trnday 1rn1rn111g· scrnce to wekom • the memlwr:-. of The Temple 

iamily who are pre:-,;ently attending college. The yuung people. home on mid-winter ,·acatio11:-. attend and par

ticipate in the worship sen-ice and then meet for luncheon in the .'ocial I lall. 

The I lomecoming \,·ill be held on .'unday nwrn111g. I )ecemhcr 27th. }():i1). beginning \\"ith the regular 

. ·unday morning worship sen·ice in The Temple at 10 :30. Participating· in the reading of the :--en·in· will he 

Caro l ( ;oJdman. L'ni,·er:--ity oi 11 ichigan: La\\-rencc Kahn. Yale L'ni,·ersity: 1:--ah('I l,ra,·itz. Mrandei:-- l'nin•r-;it,· : 

Linda LeYenson. Oberlin Colleg·e: and Richard .'arnpliner. Yale L'ni,·er:-it) . 

The :--ponsonng co1111111ttee. ,,·ho \\·ill also act a:-; t1 :--d1ers for th • \,·orship sernce ancl a:-- i10-a:-- and ho:--te:--:--e-; 

ior the luncheon. i:-:. comprised of: ~orman Amster. l ' ni,·ersity oi :\lichigan: Eugene .\ppel. Curnell l ' nin' r:--ih· : 

Barbara Cagen. 11iami Cni,·crsity: :-..:ancy Eisenberg. ( )hio ~tat<.' Cni\"(~rsity: .'tephcn 1~,·an:--. l ' ni,·ersit,· ni 

\\'iscon:in; Rruce Friedman. \\ ' illiam::. College: .'tan ton Fried111a11. L'ni,·er:--ity ui l'enn:--ylnrnia Ucntal ~rhool; 

:\ f ichael Clueck. Cornell C ni,·ersity; Betsey c;uuld: James Kendi:--. \ \ . t·stern l{e:-.cn·e l.,' ni\"C~t .. ity; Ridiard Kotz. 

C ni ,·ersity oi Pennsyh·,rnia: ~lelinda Luntz, Bard College; Carolyn ~ eumark. Barnard l"nl lege: :\lyra :,-.: e\\'111a11. 

:\ft. Ir olyokc College; 1larilyn l{osenherg; Da ,·id Rosin. < >hcrlin Collei<e: .-\Ian ~a111uel:-., L • ni ,·ersity oi 111chi~an: 

:\Iartin Schock. Cornell Cnin·rsity: Paul . 'chultz, ::\J iami l ·ni,·er:ity: ~andr~1 ;-;truer. ( )hi11 ~tale L' nin.·rs ity: !Jain(' 

Task. Ohio l'nin,rsity: Roger Conhaim. Cornell L·nin~rsity: and Loren Rnth. l ·ornell l'nin·rsit,·. 

CHANUKAH IN THE SCHOOL 

Chan ukah candles will he distributed 

l<J the students of the Religious School 

on .~aturdaY. December 19th and :un

day. December 20th. This giit is made 

po:--sible th rough the generosity of the 

.'ophie Auerbach 'd1olarship Fund. A:-

in the past. children newly ·nrolled in 

our :--chool will n:cei,·e beautiful hras:-

\Ienorah!--, a ~iit from The Temple 

:\I en':,;, ·iuh. The newly enrolled chil 

dren abo recei,·e a booklet. ''llappy 

( "hanukah". which wa~ written and 

prepared by The Temple Religiou:-

·chool ·ommittee. Children in the l1r;-;t 

~rade are g i ,·en a copy of ·' 11 appy 

l ·hanuko" by Jane Bearman. 

< )n .'atun\aY. ])C:'cemher 2(>th. Junior 

lligh . tudents \\'ill celebrate Chanukah 

" ·ith a mm·ie and a special scn·ice. 

.\ Chanuk a h p ag eant. ''The 

Dreidloch That \\"nuldn't Spin". will 

be presented to the l"'.- lementary :-;chool 

on .'unday. December 27th. Two per

formance:-. \\"ill he g·i\'en. at 10 :00 .\."\I. 

I t 10 1 - \ 'I ·1·1,,, c,·1:--t inrludC':--an< a :"1". • . • , • , 

student-; of the third and fourth grade ;-; 

and the Junior Choir. 

Chanukah treat:-; will complete the 

celebration for the children on Sunday 

morning . :\I rs . Xonnan Copeland and 

"\Ir~. Samuel \ \ ' einer. Chainm·n oi the 

1 lnlida~ Co111111ittl'l'. are planning the 

rla:--sroom partie:::. 

MR. AND MRS. CLUB 
CHILDREN'S CHANUKAH PARTY 

The 11 r. and "\I rs. Club \\'ill giH' a 
Chanukah party for the children oi The 
Temple family on Dercmhcr 30th. from 
7 :00 tn <J :00 l'.::\l. . \ program o f :pecial 
intcre:t to th, childr n " ·ill he held in 
Luntz Auditorium. Featured will he 
Captain Penny. tel , ,·i:--ion per. onality. 
" ·ho will talk to alt th, children. l{e 
ire. hmenb wilt be . ern:d in the .'ncial 
I lall. and fa,·or~ will he di!-.trihuted. 

Bill and l{ita .\lark. Chairman. and 
\ "ire - Chairman Alan and l:ralea 
l·~iro\"111:-:.011 and ~I a rs hall and . ue 
.\'un.·nher:--( are in charge oi arran~e
nH.·nt: for the party. I leading the Fo(l(I 
Committee are \I ike and I ,tH: ill • l{ck
:-tei11. I )eroration:-- are planned by Ed 
and l~oi:-- 11ruder: and l'uhlirity I)\· In· 
and \larti \\'ei:-:. . . 
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Sunday, December 

Tuesday, December 

Friday, December 

Sunday, December 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

20 
_ Sunday Morning Services 

Congregational Meeting 

·wnuu-e Jad 1u;i:i AlJ!.il 
' U0!lt!:ll!A .l;)Wlllll ;)l{l .Suunp 1d;i:i:,c;i .<pp;>\\ p;il( !(qnd 

ssu-1 MS 
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}IMVd M:ElA 'IIS 'Jg '.LS qlSOI .LSV3' 

3:'IdW3:J.. 3:HJ.. 

U!lJJJn& a1 d1uaID 3lJJi2 

22 - Temple Women's Association Tuesday Activities 

25 - light First Chanukah Candle 

27 
_ Annual Collegiate Homecoming Sunday 

Morning Service and Luncheon 

THE TEMPLE LIBRARY is open Tuesday through Friday 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P .M., Saturday and Sunday 

9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. 

THE TEMPLE MUSEUM will be open at the close of Sunday morning services in addition to all occasions 

of organization meetings. Arrangements to view the Museum by special appointment may be made 

through The Temple Office. 

THE ISRAELI GIFT SHOP is open during all Tuesday Activities sessions. Selections can be mode at all times 

from the display case in the lobby through The Temple Office. 




