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S DAY .•IO'Ft I 1G SET'VICE 

T)P. T EOl)O E HEP.ZL 

On the occnsion of the one hundreth 
anniversar, of his birth 

There is a hill juc;t west of Jerusalem, and overlookin° the city, where 

toni~ht at sun-down on the eve of Israel's Independence Day, a torch will be lit and 

watchers on all the neigl boring hills on seein~ th flare of tris torch will kindle 

torches of t1eir own and the more distant hills will d likewise, until all the 

towns and villa~es and even the lone outposts of Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba and 

even to ilat will ~now th~t the celebration of Israel's tw lfth anniv rsary has 

be~un . 

This hill is known as - Mount Herzl and on its v r summit 

is the simple flower -enclaved and bedecked grave of Dr. Theodore Herzl, the for mot 

Jew of m0dern times. His rema ns were transferred to this hill from ienna in 

ustria in the year 1q49 - a y ar after t e State of Israel was proclai~ed - trans­

ferred there b . a grateful people which had found freedom at lac;t and statehood and 

national dianity and sovereianty, thanks to the vision, the ~enius, tle la or and 

the sacrifices of this man. 

To...,orrow, on t e verv dav of the twelfth anniversary celebration, tomorrow 

also marks the one hundredth anniversar of the birth of Dr . Theodore Herzl an 

Jewish c rnmunities throu 0 hout the world will pay tribute to this illustrious son 

of their people. 
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Dr. Theodore Herzl died young, at the age of forty-four and only 

nine years of his life are important to Jewish history - the last nine years of 

his life. r.rom the year 1896 when he wrote "Der Judenst · at" - "The Jewish State" -

to the year 1904 when he died, a very tired and exhausted man, having been completely 

drained of all 1i5 enereies, not to speak of his substance, in the pursuit of an 

ideal which he never saw realized in his life-time - an ideal whose survival he made 

secure b} his life and lal ors and sac -r ifices and in whose ultimate triumph he hh1self 

found hi~ immortality. 

Prior to 1896, th~t is until he was almost th'rty-six yeRrs old, 

Theodore lerzl was not known to i peo~le. He was at orouo 1 assimilated Jew. 

He had been oj ren an early religious sc ool training a w~~re all the c ildren of 

Pudapest vhere Herzl wa orn, and he was P _ r itzvah hut that was the end of it. 

He was n t known to his peo le until almo~t t irtv-six years later. He was, as I 

have said, a thoroughly assit ilated Jew, as were o an cultured and educated Jews 

in Central ani ' estern Europe in his ay and e was way-laid , of course, at every 

turn by the Jewish problem, for Vienna in his day reeked with anti-Semitism and 

no Jew could espape it, but Herzl thou 0 ht that he C'>uld sort of skirt the problem 

by ignoring it by dev ting imself entirely to his career and to his ambitions as 

a journalist and a writer - Theodore Herzl was a gifted writer of light literature 

and his playful, bright and at times brilliant , columns in the ",eue 

Freie Presse" of Vienna - he belonged to the editorial staff - had won him a reputa­

tion and a substantial reading pu lie. He had written several pla sand comedies, 

a number oft' em quite successful. Theodore Herzl hoped that hew uld lose himself 

c ~pletely in h's career, his ambit'ons. He was trvin~ to bee~ ea success as a 

writer. 

He was not interested in Jews particularly or in Judaism. He wo 1 ld h ·e 

preferred to h ve been, as he himse f said, to have been born an as t Pru . sian Junker, 
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In the Jast decade - or in the last decades of the 19th century, when H rzl's 

return to h • s people took place, Je~•1 ish life in Europe represented ort of a 

checker board. ,Jos t of tre squar r. s were dark wit rl"isery and sufferin~ and right-

le sne s - some oft em red with persecution, massacres, and only h ere and there 

a bright square of tolerance, equality and o .portunities for career for Jews. 

Tn Czarist Russia, five million Jews were herded toget er in a pa le of settlement 
exploited 

in a num er of limited provinces, hounded by Jew laws, R&HUR« and terrorized, 

with the me!TlOries of po~roms of the eighties hoverin~ like a pall over them - by 

the hundreds of th usands these Jews were seeking escape - escape in some f rm 

of emigration. ThLy knew that their lot in Czarist Russia was hopeless. In 

Galicia , then a province of ~u~tria, eight hundred thousand Jews lived, most of 

them in the direst poverty, and three hundred thousand ~umanian Jews were in similar 

desperate pli<l'ht. Efforts were bein made by SO"T'e philanthropic Jews in · es t.ern 

Eur pe to alleviate the suffering of these mases, to improve t eir conditions. 

Edmond de ~othschild established and was supporting some colonies in Palestine with 

his princely benefactions . Raron Maurice de Hirsch had offered the Russian~ ern­

ment some fifty million ~old f rancs for the purpose of trainin~ the Jews of Russia 

alon~ in<luc;trial and a~ricultural lines so thev w0uld cease to e "Luft menschen" -

so that t 1 ey w0ul d earn a living. The Russian ~overnment refused. The Faron then 
to 

founded a Jewish Colonization Association/wrich he endowed ultimately one huhdred 

and ei~hty ~old francs to establish colon·es in South A erica, in ,1orth America and 
"' 

elsewhere - in the 1\rgentine es ecially. 
The position of 

But all these laudable efforts hardly scratched the surfaceiBi Eastern 

European Jewry rema·ncd desperate, bleak and hopeless. In~ estern Europe, where 

fewer Jews lived, and where so e form of constitutional P,Overnment prevailed, 
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the lot of the Jews was bett r - economically far better . : considera le number 

of them had found their ways into the universities and into the liberal prof ssions . 

Some of th em had reached hi~h pos i tions in the government . But in -estern Europe 

in the eiahti ~s and the nineties and during the last century anti - Semitism was 

rampart in the wake of, among ot ' er things , in the wake of the rising tide of 

nationalism allied with racialism. In Germany , anti - Semitism was forming political 

parties . '.Jriters like -rretscke and Bernhard! were beginnin~ to use their poison 
which 

pens to write the bloody scroll of Je~ish annihilation and/decades later Hitler 

sealed with the life of six million JeJs . . ustria , and its ca '"' i tal 'i enna , Herzl ' s 

own h me - Austria w3 s a veritable hot - bed of anti - Semitism, and there the several 

minorities and nationaJities which cons ituted t e e~pire utilized anti - Se itisrn as 

a political weapon in t,eir par.ty rivalries . The Christian Socialist Party , under 

the direction of the infamous Karl Leu~er , openly and avowedly anti-Semitic, did 

actua ly in 1P95 win the majority of the Council and took ov r the City of Vienna 

by an o•erwhelming majority . 

France , the most liberal country in Europe , the original h~me of liber te , 

frater nite, egalite , France had been treated in the eighties to Edouard Drumond -

"La France Juive" - his anti - Semitic book which passed throuoh one hundred editions 

and bl amed the Jews of France for all the miseries of France - for the defeat of 

Fr ance in the War of 1870 and for tre collapse of the Panama Canal scene which 

c l imaxed a series of financial s candals . It was in France xkat the t r ial of Dreyfu sxx 

that Theodore Herzl , who was sent there as a reporter to report tre t r ial by the 

'eue Freie Presse - it was i n France t 1-at Herz l received his final illuminati n . 

He had been ~rowin ly dis t urb d with w~at e had seen as a keen reporter and ob­

server - with what he had seen a 11 around him - what Hkax was happenj n~ in •7es tern 

-urope - and xx hi~ indifference , i self -willed isolationism tote tragic 



acze of t irty-six, the "ohscure period" of his life, as he calls it - ~-=~ert!!teure 

their emancipation in Europe - here in France he beheld and fri~htening 

recrudescence 

shook him to his depths. Here was an innocent Jew, a captain of 

the French Army, e i ng tried ;-, nd condemned for treason by a culmination of mili­

tarists and cleric and reactionaries in France who were resolved to destroy tre 

French Republic and were using the Dreyfus affair as part of their conspiracy to 

achieve their end. Theodore Herzl was outraged by what he saw as a reporter, a 

journalist - his humanity was outraged and also his Jewish soul. nd now he faced 

up to the Jewish problem in all its start and~ reality. He sudQenly felt 

himself personally challenged as a man and as a J ew to try to find some solution./ 

This change was growin.5s in him a ye..._r or two prior to the finall_illumination for 

in 1895 he wrote a play called "The New Ghetto", where Herzl evidenced for the first 

time his comolete ident i fication with his people and forecast the soluti on which he 

wo uld offer to the Jewish pro lern in the verv closing words oft e play: "Out of 

the Ghetto". ~ut he hnd not yet come up with his Zionists 1lution, nor hDd he in­

dicated any practical steps which were to be taken to achieve a soluti0n. In fact , 

he seemed def·nitely for a t·me to reject a ,.,ionist solution. But tre prohlern 

V 

was now agitating him. He was in Paris in the midst of the turmoil and the excitement 

of the re fus affair which was a~itating t \· e whole Jewish world and he sought an 
de 

interview wit Baron/Hirsch . He wrote him a letter in ay of 1895 in which he 

set forth his views on the problem of anti-Semiti~m. He asked for an interview 

and the interview with Baron de Hirsch took place the following month . In this 
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interview Herzl did his best to outline a soluti Ln. othing concrete result d from 

the interview. The Baron and Herzl parted amicably but in th very process of 

explainin~ his ideas to the Baron, Herzl himself became supr mely aware of the 

scope and the orandeur and the importance of his own ideas, which frequently happens . 

It was now after his interview with aron de Hirsch that he began writing his 

famous Diaries, "Ta7,ebri-chen". In his v ry first entry in his Diaries he writes: 

"l have been pounding away for some time at a work of tremendous maP,nitude. I 

d n't know even now if I wi l be a le to carry it through. It bears the aspects 

of a mi~hty dream. For da sand weeks it has saturated me to the limits of 

consciousness. It goes witr me everywhere, hovers behind my ordinary talk, peers 

at me ver t e sho 1lder of rry funny little journalistic work, ove.rwhelms and in­

toxicates me." He also wrote a pamphlet at the time w ich he called "Arldress to 

the 'Roth sch i lds" and which he intended to c;u mi t to tre P.aron de Rot sch i ld. 

Hhe T,~rote a I et ter to Pi smarcl·, and pre par a morandum M ·~kxka to he submitted 

to Kaiser ~~ ilhelm II whom e was to meet three _ e rs later in ConstantinoJie and in 

PalestineJ During that year f agitation he wrote numerous letters and c ntact d 

many Jews on the Continent- ~abbis, statesmen, bankers trying to draw t~em in to 

this overwhelrring and mi~hty scheme which was developing in his mind . nd it was 

this'' ddress to the Rothschilds" which lie the following year in 1896 revised and 

enlar ed and published under th name "The Je ish State - an ttempt at a Modern 

Solution of the Jewish Question'' • This little booklet, this little brochure 

of ei~hty - six pages changed the course of modern Jewish history . 

His state of mind durin~ the months immediate! preceeding the writing of 

this epoch- makin bool let Herzl himself describes in his Diaries: "During t ese 

da s" he writes - t i is on the date of June 16 , 1895 - "i.Juri n~ these days I have 

been more than once afraid I was ~oin~ ma~, so wildly the great streams oft nu~ht 

race throu~h my soul . A life- time will not suffice to carry them out ut I am 
l -... 

leaving behind me a spiritual le~acy.A-to all men . I believe I shall be named 
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pro ress of these colonies was very slow. nn internati1nal solution, a political 

solution had not taken hold. The problem had n t been put on the ar,enda of the 

statehood f the world as a problem which the world must solve. Herzl's stress 

was not on colonization - he did n t suggest the organization of anoth£r Jewish 

Colonial associ~tion but on acquiring national status in a soverei~n Jewish state. 

In 1897 - a year later - he convoked the first' orld Jewish Zionist 

Con~ress in~ le. This was the first international gathering of world Jewry 

in eighteen hundred years. The dele~ates came from all O'er the world - from all 

t e continents oft e world because the call, the call of Herzl had Penetrated 

and wit in a ye.,r hundreds of societies and clubs we·-c organizaed in evrry part 

of the world. nd at Bosle, tl e famous osle Pro~ram of Zionism w;,s adopted. 

The aim of Zionism is to create for t~e Jewi~h people a hn e in Palestine, 

secured ubl ic law. In order to ac ieve t . ·s o j ctive the BQ.Sle Pro ram 

outlined certa·n means to e ad pted : - Fir t, t e dipiomatic furtherance of 

settleMent in P~lestine - to ettle the country ith Jewish farmers, artisans 

an craft men; econdly, the organization of world Jewry in accordance with the 

laws of the countries; thirdly, the strengthening of national Jewish sentiment, 

of national consciousness; and fina ly, teps were to be taken to ain g vernm nt 

assent for the objectives of Zionism . 

. nd s Theodore Herzl, as his first act, was to organize v.orld Jewry 

for the ultimate objective of the Jewi h State. nfter the first Zionist Congr ss, 

Theodore Herzl wrote in his 'Diaries": "If I were to ~um up the Congress in a 

word, which I shall take care not to ublish, it w uld be this: • t Bosle I 

founded t~e Jewish tate'. If I said tis out loud today, I wou d be treated by 

universal lau~hter. In five years, perhaps, an certainly in fifty years every 

one wi 1 1 perce t ve it.'' In fifty yea~s to the date t e State of Israel Ja pro-

claimed. esides buildin., t , e Con~ress and the :'orld ionist movement, T eodore 

Herzl founded a u licati n kno,n a "T)ie Velt" - a 7ionist p ~ icati n w ich he 
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himself edited and w ich he financed out of his own resources, thereby ryro ­

gressively impoverishing himself. And that beca'ne the rallying point , t e 

rallvin~ organ of a 1 pro-~ionist thinking -- pro-Zionist writing in the world. 

\nrl then he proceeded to organize t e Jewish Colonial Trust as t e fiscal 

1gency for this project wt icr he had outlined. Time will not ~ermit to recount 

in etail the strenous and unprecedented di lomatic activities which Herzl now 

carried on in the name of th r 7ionist movement. He had an audience with the 

Sultan of Turkey and he tried to obtain f rom Turkey, who held soverei~nity over 

Pa estine , a charter in return for whic the Jews of Europe , the rich Jews 

would help the Sultan to put the finances of Turkey, which were then in av rv 

desperate position into some kind of order. l~othing came of it. He solicited 

the help of Kaiser Wilhelm II . Germany , who was friendly to the Turki ·h 

interests at the time, tried to have th Kaiser induce the Sultan of Turkey to 

~rant such a charter. Even thou~h the Kaiser's attitude was ffiendly and en­

couraging, not~ing came of it. He even tried to influence thQ Tsar of Russia. 

He ac,ked for an audience with the Tsar. It w.::s denied him. Then again, following 
the 

the terrible massacres of/Kishineva Pograms, he approached t e Russian authorities 

for anothl r chance to talk to the Tsar but it was enied him. He was perm · tted 

to have an interview with Plehve, the Minister of th Interior, the notori ous 

anti-5emite -- the one wro was nr rhaps responsir e for so e oft c massacres in 

uc;sia. 'i.·Jhen Plehve evidenced his intere tin ~etting Jews out of Russia, th t's 

w~ere it stopped . 

In lC)() he interviewed ictor Emmanuel III of Italy an 1 Pope 

Leo XIII . He went to the Vatican. He tried to reach e•erybody - an one who 

could help in the solution oft is problem. The Pope could not favor such a 
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movement , he was told bv t e Pope - 1 e c l<l ~t avor it frnm a Christian po\ t­

of -view. Theodore Herz· persisted in see·n~ people -- statesmen, 11 aders , authors,-­

he tra"eled much, he lectured uch, he wrote much, he spent hi self in ehalf of 

is ideals. Failin in h's objective too tain a charter for P~lestine, he thou ht 

ryerhaps he c uld ~et a territory somew ere else, where not only the immigration 

pressure could be relieved but where autonomy and self-~overnment co1ld }e granted . 

He approached t e English government Great Britain.-- ~reat ritain at first 

offered to s e whcit co•Jld be done about South Pal stine, El • rish and Cyprus, 

as places for a Jewish territorial settlement - autonomous territorial settlement. 

• hen his did not materialize, in 1903 Great Britain offer d Uganda in ~a~t frica 

for an autonomous Jewish settlement unJer the sovereignty, 1f course, of reat 

Eritain . Dr . Theodore Herzl took this offer to the sixth Zionist Con~ress. He 

presented it as a"stop-gap c lonization project~. It was not to be a substitute 

for Palestine. 

~is great collaborator, Dr. Nordaw , backed him up, also 

claimin tris as a teMp rary lodgin house - that they had better accept it -

.L that the plight of tre Jewish people was a tragic one. A motion was m d~ tat 

a commission he ap .o·nted by the Con~ress to in estigate the offer and to br'n 

in a reoort to the fol lowi n° Cnn~ress. The mot i n was adopted by a ·vote 0f 2 95 

to 7 it a substantial numher of arstentions, but in spite of this affirmative 

vote~ it :as clear th · t great sections of the vement were opposed to the idea 

of sifting the center of interest awa f r om Palestine to an other territory. 

A biter str·ke arose. The movement t reatened to split. In fac t, an att mpt on 

tle life of r. Max ordaw was made by a youn zeatot. 

Or. Theodor Hef~l came under terrific criticism -- this time 
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the increa~ed bitterness and anti - Semitism w ich Herzl had foreseen and foretold -

he was a~le to stand before the assemhl _ of all the Tn·ted lntions of the world 

~nd in t1e name of justice and 1nor . lit -ie .and reco~nition of t e rigbts ri f the 

Jewisli peonle t a Jewish St .:1 te, Palestine and t~is time to the Jewish people 

it was not denied - this time it was not wit out an end . 

nd so the Jew·sh world celebrates today the hundredth anniversur 

of this rare personality ,-there were on y few such in all of our lon~ history , -

'fhis astounding individual , complex , devout, tense, gropin~ his way blindly to 

the lioht and finding it - - and havin~ found it holding on to that torch , lifting 

it aloft , just as we will lift up th~t torch tonight an Mount Herzl wrich wiJl 

send its messa~e - freedom , pride and joy - to the Jews of the newborn Sta te of Israel . 

Herzl was fond of sa1ing to his people over and over a ain: ''If you wish it , it is 

not a legend . If you wish it, wt will ot be just a story . If y u wish it , 

you can have it but you ha 1 e to wish it very hard and work for it very hard, sacrifice 

for it ver_ much , but if _,ou reall w·s it you wi 11 h ve it . " His words were 

prophetic and from his words we h8ve everr ri~ t to take courage and inspiration. 

• hatever tasks as Jews confront us in t e past , if we rea ly wish it then it ' s 

realJ worth while and if we make the .,,.eal effort for it we can ha e it . 

'!'hank you 
hea iness of speech . I 
wanted y0u to catch a li tle 

in snite of 
er much - I hope you were ~he to follow me , / i the 

of the spirit of thi extraordinary Jew, human 

Leing with whom our peo le were lessed in their darkest hour . 
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( Bectl0JI 4-- Sermon No. 10) 

DR THEOIJIRE HERZL --0N THE OCCASION OF THE ONE HUNDR DTH ANNIV~RS RY 

OF HIS BIBTH) 

Sermon, The Temple 

May 1, 1960 

) 
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DR . Tl If.ODOPE 1 LCRZL 

On the oc ·asion of the one-hundr th 
annivcr ary of his hirth 

Sermon, The Temple 
May 1: 19fi0 

There is a hill just west of Jerusalem, and overlooking the city, 

·where tonight at sun-down on the eve of Israel's Independcnc Day, a torch will 

be lit. Watchers on all the ncigl1boring hills on seeing the flare of this 

torch will kindl torches of their own . The more distant hills will do 

likewise, until all the towns and villages and even the lone outposts of 

Israel , from Dan to Beer-sheba and even to Eilat will know that the celebration 

of Israel's twelfth anniversary has be~n. 

This hill is knm•Jn as Mount Herzl and on its very summit is the simple 

grave of Dr . Theodore Herzl , the foremost Jew of modern times . His remains 

were transferred to this hill from Vienna in the year 1949--a year after the State 

of Israel was proclaimed- - transferred there by a grateful people which had 

f ound freedom and statehood and national dignity and sovereignty , thanks 

to the vision , the genius, the labor and the sa ri f ices of this man . 

Tomorrow, the very day of the twelfth anniversary celebration , also 

marks the one-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Dr. Theodore Herzl . Je\ ish 

communi ties t hroughout the world will pay tribute to this illustrious son 

of their people . 

l 
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Dr. Theodore Herzl did at the early ag of forth-four. The final 
nine years nf hjs life ar~ import~nt -f--., ,. - .. " .: - 1- • - I 1..u ucw.L.::,J1 u..1.;::, LUL'Y . From they •ar 
1896 when he \.•:rote f Der Judenstaat 1 

__ TTThe Jewish StateT'--to th year J 9011 

when h died, a very tir d and exhausted man, he had completely drained all 
of his energies and h.:.s substance in the pursuit of an ideal whi h he nev r saw 
realizcd--an ideal whose survival he made secur by his life, labors and 

\ 

sacrifices and in whose ultimate triumph he himself found his immo1· · ality . 

Prior to 1896, that is until he was almost thirty-six years old, Theodore 
Herzl was unknown to his people. He w~s a thoroughly assimilated Jew. He had 
received religious school training as had the other children of Budapest 
where Herzl was born . He was Bar Mitzvah but that was the end of it. Though 
Vienna in his day reeked with anti-Semitism and no Jew could escape it, Herzl 
thought that he could skift the problem by ignoring it, by devoting himself 
entirely to his career and to his ambitions as a journalist and a writer. 
Theodore Herzl was a gifted writer of light literature and his playful, bright 
and at times brilliant columns in the "Neue Freie Presse" of Vienna had won 
him a reputation and a substantial reading public. He had written several 
plays and comedies, a number of them quite successful . Theodore Herzl hoped 
that he would lose himself completely in his career. 

He was not int~rested in Jews particularly or in Judaism. He would 
have preferred as he himself said, to have been born an East Prussian Junker 
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among the great benefactors of mankind--or, is this belief tl1c on et of 

begun. The Jewish State is a world necessity 1 Concerning his state of 

mind during the writing of the first draft he later worte: 'I do not r emenilier 

ever having written anything in such an exalted state of mind as this book. 

Heine says that the pinions of an eagle fluttered over his head when he 
' 

wrote certain verses. I also felt that I heard a similar rustling over 

my head when I wrote this book. I worked at it daily until I was quite 

exhaustea·1
• This is, of course, true of every great creative artist when a 

l 
man is seized by an idea he becomes its slave. Jeremiah said '1 I tried to 

suppress the word within me but it was like a burning fire within my soul. 

I could not contain it." 

Nov what did Herzl propose in this little book which can be read in an 

hour or two? He simply laid dmvn a few simple axioms of Jewish existence 

in Western Europe. The Jew cannot be assimi lated--he doesn 1 t want to be 

assimilated--some do, but the Jewish people does not. Neither persecution nor 

discriminatory law will solve the Jewish ~roblem. It will make their position 

only worse and the position of peoples around them--no better and even worse. 

Granting the Jew political equality does not touch the heart of the problem 

because political eq~ality will not relieve anti-Semitism and the economic 

competition between the Jewish middle class and the non-Jewish middle class will 

always lead to friction and bitterness and conflict because the Jew everywhere is 

a minority. There is no·solution simply in e~igration, in infiltrating other 

countries as individuals because they will be recreating 

' I 
I 

l 
l 
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movement, he was told Ly the Pope--he could not favor it from a Chris ti an 
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authors. He traveled much, he 1 ctured much, he wrote much, he sp nt himself in 

behalf of his ideals. Failing in his objective to obtain a chart r for 

Palestine, he thought perhaps he could get a territory somewhere else, where 

autonomy and self-government could be granted. He approached the Englisl1 

government tQ see what could be done about South Palestine, El Arish and 

Cyprus, as places for a Jewish autonomous territorial settlement. When this 

did not materialize, in 1903 Great Bri{ain offered Uganda in East Africa for 

an autonomous Jewish settlement under the sovereignt~, of course, of Great 

Britain. Dr. Theodore Herzl took this offer to the sixth Zionist Congress . He 

presented it as a rrstop-gap colonization project.n It was not to be a 

substitute for Palestine. 

His great collaborator, Dr. Max Nordau, backed him up. A motion was 

made that a commission be appointed by the Congress to investigate the offer 

and to bring in a report to the following Congress. The motion was adopted 

by a vote of 295 to 178 with a substantial number of abstentions, but in 

spite of this affirmative vote, it was clear that great sections of the 

movement were opposed to the idea of shifting the centre of interest away from 

Palestine to any other territory . Bitter strife arose. The movement 

threatened to split. In fact, an attempt on the life of Dr. Max Nordau was 

made _by a young zealot. 

Dr. Theodore Herzl· came under terrific criticism--this time 



DR. THEODORE llr,l~ZL 
On the occasion of t11c onc-hundrc-~h 

annivers~ry nf his hirth 

Sermon, The Temple .. ] 
l'J3 V : l9fi0 

There is a hill just west of J rusalcm, and overlooking th city, 

·where tonight at sun-dmvn on the eve of Israel rs Independence Day, a torch will 

be lit. Watchers on all the neighboring l1ills on seeing the flare of this 

torch will kindle torches of their own. The more distant hills will do 

likewise, until all the towns and villages and even the lone outposts of 

Israel, from Dan to · Becr-sheba and even to Eilat will know that the celebration 

of Israelrs twelfth anniversary has be&:-1n . 

' This hill 5 s knmvn as Mount Herzl and on its very summit is the simple 

grave of Dr. Theodore Herzl, the foremost Jew of modern times. His remains 

were transferred to this hill from Vienna in the year 1949--a year after the State 

of Israel was proclaimed--transferred there by a grateful people which had 

found freedom and statehood and national dignity and sovereignty, thanks 

to the vision, the genius, the labor and the sacrifices of this man. 

Tomorrow, the very day of the twelfth anniversary celebration, also 

marks the one-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Dr. Theodore Herzl . Jewish 

communities throughout the world will pay tribute to this illustrious son 

of their people. 
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Dr. Theodore Herzl died at the early age of forth-four. The fjnal 
nine venrs nf his life 2.re importcnt ...,__ -r - ... • .! - 1 - 1 • I Lu u c;;w .L.::,;t H.J.::, LUL'Y. From the y•nr 
189G when he wrote rrDer Judenstaat 11

--' The Jewish StateT!--to th year 190ti 

when he died, a very tir d and exhausted man, he had completely drained all 
of his energies and his substance in the pursuit of an ideal which he never saw 
realized--an ideal whose survival he made secure by his life, labors and 
sacrifices and in whose ultimat e triumph he himself found his immortality. 

Prior to 1896, that is until he was almost thirty-six years old, Theodor 
Herzl was unknown to his people. He w'as a thoroughly assimilated Jew. " 
received religious school training as had the other children of Budapest 

He had 

where Herzl was born . He was Bar Mitzvah but that was the end of it. Though 
Vienna in his day reeked with anti-Semitism and no Jew could scape it, Herzl 
thought that he could skift the problem by ignoring it, by devoting himself 
entirely to his career and to his ambitions as a journalist and a writer. 
Theodore Herzl was a gifted writer of light literature and his playful, bright 
and at times brilliant columns in the Neue Freie Presse'' of Vienna had won 
him a reputation and a substantial reading public . He had written several 
plays and comedies, a number of them quite successful. Theodore Herzl hoped 
that he would lose himself completely in his career. 

He was not int~rested in Jews particularly or in Judaism. He would 
have preferred as he himself said, to have been born an East Prussian Junker 
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among the great benefactors of mankind--or, is this belief the onset of 

begun. The Jewish State is a world necessityn Concerning his state of 

mind during the writing of the first draft he later worte: 'I do not ren1cnilie r 
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Now what did Herzl propose in th~s little book which can be read in an 

hour or two? He simply laid down a few simple axioms of Jewish existence 

in Western Europe. The Jew cannot be assimilated--he doesn't want to be 

assimilated--some do, but the Jewish people does not . Neither persecution nor 

discriminatory law will solve the Jewish ~roblem. It will make their position 

only worse and the position of peoples around them--no better and even worse . 

Granting the Jew political equality does not touch the heart of the problem 

because political eq~ality will not relieve anti-Semitism and the economic 

competition between the Jewish middle class and the non-Jewish middle class will 

always lead to friction and bitterness and conflict because the Jew everywhere is 

a minority. There is no·solution simply in e~igration, in infiltrating other 

countries as individuals because they will be recreating 
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authors. He traveled much, he lectured much, he wrote mucl1, he spent himself in 

behalf of his ideals. Failing in his objective to obtain a charter for 

Palestine, he thought perhaps he could get a territory somewhere else, where 

autonomy and self-government could be granted. He approached the English 

government to see what could be done about South Palestine, El Arish and 

Cyprus, as places for a Jewish autonomous territorial settlement. ¼hen this 
., 

did not materialize, in 1903 Great Bri½ain offered Uganda in East Africa for 

an autonomous Jewish settlement under the sovereignt~·, of course, of Great 

Britain. Dr. Theodore Herzl took this offer to the sixth Zionist Congress. He 

presented it as a nstop-gap colonization project. r It was not to be a 

substitute for Palestine. 

His great collaborator, Dr. Max Nordau, backed him up. A motion was 

made that a commission be appointed by the Congress to investigate the offer 

and to bring in a report to the following Congress. The motion was adopted 

by a vote of 295 to 178 with a substantial number of abstentions, but ~n 

spite of this affirmative vote, it was clear that great sections of the 

movement were opposed to the idea of shifting the centre of interest away from 

Palestine to any other territory. Bitter strife arose. The movement 

threatened to split. In fact, an attempt on the life of Dr. Max Nordau was 

made by a young zealot. 

Dr. Theodore Herzr came under terrific criticism--this time 
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ON SUMMER SPORT - FROM THE RABBIS' DESK 
"St11i1mer i:-- a-Lumin' in" i~ rt:puted 

to be the oldest verse in English. 
I 1 owe,·er ancient. it aptly describes this 
:eason. The air ha: a warming 
brilliance. The Cle,·eland . tadium is 
aga in crowded. These are the days 
when it is difficult to work . suffering 
as we do irom _'pring feyer. 

( )f all t he seasons, ~um mer is 1111 lst 
physical. Our athletic procli,· itie: 
hibernate during the \\ ' inter. hut when 
th trees IJecome green and the :un filb 
the air the pool. the golf course, and the 
back yard become irresistahle. 

( )ught we respond to this . ·ummcr 
call to exen:i:e? \\'hat attitude does our 
tradition take towards athletics? B,· 
,Yay of answer. let u: turn to th-e 
:ummer Olympics which will take 
place this year in Rome. The Olympic 
games are . of course. Creek in origin. 
Lt was in Creece that the cult of the 
human form \\·as most pronounced. 
C reek games were famous throughout 
the :\[ editerranean world. Creek artisb 
del ineated the s,·1111netrv of th human 
form . and their- art an~! ."tatuan· still 
delight. 

1 I isltlrians sometimes contrast tl1e 
< ;reek and l lcbrew philosophies of liie. 
They argue that contrary t the ( ;reek 
pride in physical app arance the 
I [ehr<.' \\'S and the ·tiristians after them 
had only contempt for th body and 
;-;ought only to mortify the fle.·h. Our 
ance:tors arc made out t be a:cetic. 
pious men altog·ether intolerant of the 
natural physical instincts. 

This i.;; emphatically not the case. 
( )ur forefathers objected to excessiYe, 
immodest display. They "·ere morally 
indignant at the needless brutality and 
cruelly of g-ladiatcrial sport. rlhey 
object d to the deification of the human 
figure. Dut nowher will y u find in our 
tradition any objection to exerci:e or 
physical fitnes:. Indeed. you will find 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

May 1, 1960 
10:30 o'clock 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

will speak on 

DR. THEODORE HERZL 
( )11 the occasion of the 

one hundredth ann1,·ersarv of his birth 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVI CES 

5:30 to 6:10 

that pride of per;-;011 and dignity of 
hearing are held up as nrnral ,·irtues. 

The laurel. ·. of ;...•,1 1ud cl1aracter. of 
learning and of moclc~ty ,,·ere with our 
ancestors more cm·eted prize:-- than the 
( )lympic \\'reath. Hut that is not to say 
that exerci,· \\·a: con lemncd or that 
recreation wa: unnatnralh· limited. 

Je"·s ,rill participate in the Ulympic 
games as members of many a national 
t<.'am. 1:rael \\'ill enter contestants in 
man)· sport:-. Those who do will in 110 

way be Yiolating· ancient or modern 
prohibitions. )nly \\'hen athletic:-; 
becomes the significant encl in life. only 
" ·hen physical fitness precludes interest 
in charact ·r. only when the :-port is of 
such a clarede,· ilish qualit_,· as to 
endanger life and limb. only then does 
our tradition enter an obj<:ction- and 
its objection-; arc generally " ·ell taken. 

SATURDAY MORNI NG SERVICES 

11 :00 to 12:0C, 

MUSIC FOR SUNDAY 
.\11 interesting scn·ice has been 

arrangcd in \\'liid1 oublandi11g· num­
ber: han· been taken irom ,·arious 
modern com po ·er . Before the add res: 
a g-roup of four notabl I:raeli folk­
song: will be ung b_ our soloi. t .. 
Orga11 

Gr;,ind Chorn .· a la l lamlel Guilmant 
Spring- Song- Ilinls from the South Lcmare 
Adoration ( Borechu) Castelnuovo-Teclesco 

01 ,t·ni111.( P,alm 1a Tovu 

llor"chu 

\ 'cohavtoh 

~Ii Chumocho 

Tzur Yi~rocl 

Kedusha 

Silt-nt Dt:votion- ihyu Lerotzon 

Before the Add re. s - A cycle of hraeli , on~s 

Piket 

Grimm 

Bloch 

Thatcher 

Algazi 

Freed 

:\Iilhaud 

Ycru,.,halayim -arr. Bend r Mr. Han 011 
Tzion Tamale arr. halit )li,s \Vi!,chme)er 
Emek-Zaira arr. Helfman Mr. Ilakola 
\ 'eulai-. haret arr. Belarsky :\trs. :tra ser 

Adon 010111 

Olenu-Vaanachnu 
\Varren 

Cold ·tein 
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Assistant Rabbi : 
:;\lILTON MATZ 
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).1 II.I/REI> B. E1. E. • BERG 

As 't. Director of R ligiou Educati ou 

LEO . BAMBERGER 
Executive ecr. ta r) 

).fmrAM LEIKINll 
Lib1arian 

. R. \Y ILLt\lW 
Or(\'ani,t and hoir l>i recto, 

A. l\L Lurnz ... ... ... . ............. Prcsidt'III 
LEO \V. ' Ev.,1.\l<K .. . ........... Vicc-Prcsidcnt 
ELI Go1.nsTOX . ... .............. l ' icr-Prcsidcnt 
MAX Eis;-,;rn . . ..................... Treasurer 
En\\'ARn D. F1HEHi\I.\ • .... . ,,Jssociatc Treasurer 

THIS SUNDAY 
:;\[ r. and ~Ir:. . dolph \ \. einberger 

will be host:-; for the ~·ocial 11 all coffee 
hour preceding the worship sen·ice. 
::\lr. \\ 'einberger is a member of The 
Temple Board of Trustees. 

The flowers which \\·ill grace the 
pulpit are contributed hY .\lr. and ::\Ir:--. 
\ \ 'illiam I~. Xewman. Ft. Lauderdale. 
Florida. in memory of their belon•cl 
daughter. Patricia . \nne. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS PARTY 
The members of this year's Conr1r­

matic1n Class will meet in the . 'ocial 
1 lall 011 Saturday e,·ening . . \pril 30th. 
for a .-upper dance . The them >f th · 
party will he a trip to outer space ,·ia 
flying saucer a11d jet. "The ~trat ,phcre 

'rui : er: '' ( )rche :-- tra \\·ill play fn r dan c­
in!-': aft ' r an ··out of thi::-- world'' dinner 
which \\"ill h . en· ·d hy a committee: 
of parent: oi th • )llfirmatiun ' la:-- s . . \ 
surpris program will c mplcte the 
en·ning· for the J< 0 cla:--:. 

.Mr:. Erwin Le,·in and :'.\Jr:,; . .'anford 
<_;ray head th , committee in charge of 
arrano-ino- the t, ::-- \ ' Cllll1g. 

~n Jillemorinm 
Th Temple not • \\·ith de p 

:orr " . th pas ·ing of 

ISADORE J. SALZER 

and extend · heartfelt ympathy 
t th memb r · of hi · b rcay d 
famil •. 

THE MR. AND MRS. CLUB 
\\'e wi. h t() xpress our .· inccrest thank-; to e:i.ch and eyery member nf 

the ::\fr. and ::\f rs. ')uh .'how cast and corn mitt ·e f >r their tircle:s efforts and 
c operation. that made thi: year's presentati n a most outsancling· one. 

ARNOLD AND HARRIET RIBET, Pn ,clucers 
JOHN AND JUNE SISKIND, / 
LEONARD AND LEE SCHARFELD, \ Co-Prnclucer. 

THE TEMPLE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL LUNCHEON 
The T rnple Relig·ious .'chool ·ommittee \\"ill hold its annual luncheon 

on Friday .. \pril 29th. The Religious .'chool ·o-c 1airmen, ~f rs. Richard 
Friedman. ::\[rs. Phil Cilman. ::\fr:. ::\Jorton Colder and ).[r:. Lee Rotman. 
and the Co-chairmen of the I ligh .'chool Committe . ~Jr:. La,nence Luri 
and ::\] rs. \\ ' illntr ,·truer. are r~sp nsihle for th program and planning i 
the affair .. \ssisting them are ).fr:. Da,·id Sim 11, who is in charge of table 
decorations. ~fr:. \ \"illiam Deechl r, 1[ rs. ~Iorton Reese and :'.\I rs. Bernard 
Ro:enberg. 

The four retiring 'h:iirmen, ~Irs. ( ;iJman. ~!rs. ( ;older. ~f rs. Luri and 
::\fr: . .'teuer. will be honored for their ,·ears f de,·oted sen·ice to tht' 
Religious .'chool. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL COMMITTEE - 1960-1961 
Chairmen: 

C -chairmen: 

~r e:dames: 
Xorman .\aron . on 
·ar1 :-\hlon 

.\lan l~edol 
\\'illiam 11eechl r 
::\f auric Bishko 
11. .'han Carran 
John C hen 
\lilton l t11rn 

Richard Engel 
.\Ian l~ngland r 

·1iarl s l~,·ans 
I )on aid l~,·.u1s 
.\drian Fink. Jr. 
l.ouis Focl, >r 
::\lorton Frank 
lhron Frankel 
I 1.-\\·in Freed 

::\I e:-;dame. 
11 erl>en Hrn :--tein 
): orman l 'opeland 
Robert Coplan 
.\lien Friedman 

:'.\Irs. l<ichard Friedman -1\[rs. Lee Rotman 
:.frs. Erwin Le,·in - :'.\I rs. I n ·ing Li herman 

ecretary: ~I r.s. Joseph 1[alina: 

Jo. cph Friedman 
Toel Can· r 
Phil Gilman 
~] orton Cold r 
Roland (;ogolik 
l~ug-ene ( ;oodman 
:::\lan·in ( ;rand 
. ·anf ord Cra , · 
I r nn ( ;rn\'C~r 
:· helclon c;urcn 
Frederick 11 ib r 
.'yl\·ester I lertz 
H·obert I lorO\·itz 
l~ug-cne H. Kl in 
:,.; a than l r ru pkin 
Sanf orcl Kulber 

Retiring -:\Icmbers 

Loui: X . ( ;ro:-.:-­
Joseph ).lalinas 
l{obert Pollack 
::\I< >rton Ree:--e 

Jack Lampl 
lerome L win 
'::\Iel \'in ).Iathe • 
J la 1 ::\Io. e: 
~amuel Pressman 
I larry Riemer 
:\.rnoid Rose 
H.ichard . hane 
Ceorg-e . choen 
Ja ·k .'chwartz 
Edward .'iegler 
Da,·id Simon 
Engen ~ . quir • 
.I erom . quire 
. 'anford . ynenberg 
.\Ian Cnger 
DaYid \Viecler 

T .eonard . chaef er 
\lartin : ·1111 II 
l{ohert .'mith 
. 'amuel \ \ ' iner 

THE TEMPLE HIGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE - 1959-1960 
Chairmen : 

::\I esdames: 
Xorman .\hrams 
. \he . \ m:--ter 
11 arn- na :-.irbis 
. •. Rc)bert Berland 
1 erom, Braun 
:·tanleY Fox 
Samuc"l K. ( ;oodman 
Da,·id ( ;r s:,;man 
J o~eph (; ulcl 
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ll/ P!llcI O.lll?l ·oc1 SSl?!:) puo:>;>S 

Friday. April 

Saturday, April 

Sunday, May 

Tuesday, May 

Sunday, May 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

·umuul? .l;)d SlU;)O AlJ!tl 
' llO!ll?:lll.\ J;)lUU!llS ;)t{J .8U!.111p Jd;iox;i ipp;i,\\ p:>ljS!I (lld 

ssu-1 MS 
OIHO '9 QNV'I3:A3:'I::l 

}HIVd ~UIA'IIS JS> ·.1s 1.PS01 J,SV3 
3:'IdW3:.L 3:H.L 

U!l"Jlnft JJdUtJ:fil aq:m 

29 - Religious School Committee Luncheon 

30 - Confirmation Class Party 

l - Sunday Morning Services 

3 
_ Temple Women1s Association Tuesday Activities 

Confirmation Parents Meeting 

8 
_ Temple Women's Association Mother's Day 

Sunday Morning Services 

THE TEMPLE LIBRARY is open Tuesday through Friday 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M., Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. 

THE TEMPLE MUSEUM will be open at the close of Sunday morning services in addition to all occasions 

of organization meetings. Arrangements to view the Museum by special appointment may be made 

through The Temple Office. 

THE ISRAELI GIFT SHOP is open during all Tuesday Activities sessions. Selections can be made at all times 

from the display case in the lobby through The Temple Office. 
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