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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

Decemrer L, 1960 

vR . AEBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE ORIGINALITY OF MOSES 

Moses brought to mankind a new cor1cept of God , and a new way of worshipping 

Hirn . He was the founder of the first spiritual and ethical religion of mankind . 

Without his original Torah , the , there would be no Judaism today and no 

Christianity and no Islam. Later prophets and sages developed his teachings . But he 

is the source, the Fountain-head . Later ages encased his in a comolex of 

rituals and ceremonia) s . But his Wfords 11 , his fundamental teachings retain their 

identity and are unmistakable . Not all that is found in the Five Books of ?loses - -

- - originated 'With him . His own Torah Iimi ted its elf to a number of basic 

and universal concepts and J.a.ws, to the "Debarim11 , the II ords11 of revelation such as are 

found , si. ngly or in grouos , in the three codes of the Pentateuch, in F xodus , Leviticus 

and 1euteronomy. The group of laws known as the 

the Ten 'fords or the Ten Commandments - - in their original form belong to these funda­

mental instructicns of Moses . So do most o the laws which are found grouped to~ether 

in the 19th chapter of Leviticus . There are other "Debarim11 U-'(ords 11 -- hich are 

found elsewhere in these three codes, though not necessarily arranged in 

Torah of I.I0 ses inaugurated a new a ge in the religious progress of man . 

oups . The 

1;Vho then was this man Moses? And in what , previsely, did his originality 
( ) 

consist? Moses w:=ts born in E gy'"9t . Has name/was Egyptian . 

Moses r youth and early manhood, according to the il:.'91 ." cc:.l c~eunt , were 

spent in the palace of the Pharaoh. He was raised and educated as an E g:y-ptian prince 

in an Jrypt ian environment . Egypt had a~· tained to a very hi h level of civilizati on in 

!oses ' day -- in fact , it was a very oJd civilization of consider abl e cvltural sophistication 
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into which he w s born . He re up in the shadows o p- amids v1hich were al ead 

very old in his a:r, and t.he b;:isket of bulrushes in wh • ch he •1as hidden s an infant, 

tossed a111ong the ree s of a riv- r w i ch ·.v s already very rich in history . 'T'he E tian 

culture and e ligior to which he v1as ex -JOsed were undo btedly an essential part of h. s 

upbringi~ . He ·1 s .:::.ble to observe at cJ ose ranc-e the ntian way of life in all of 

it li rrhts a d sha a •1s . There was much in it rom which he recoiled . 

There v ere also F.qy tians in his day , non-Hebrews , who reacted sim: larly . 

His a e abo 'nded in reli,_ious ferment and fell in t.. e backwash of one of the eatest 

~eligious upheavals in EgyJ tian history . It i~ difficQlt to determine the exact a~e 

., - d O.L .. oc-es an o the Exodus . The ost recent scholarship sets them in the early part of the 

thirteenth century . 'Tot lon--r before that time, 7he Pharaoh of Egypt , Amonhotep IV had 

carried out as thorou, h- oirn! a revolution 2,.,.ai nst the tr'-3di tional re igion of F.' .. ot , the 

cult of Amon , the nat.:.-r.al ~od , as p~p"'lt had ever { rhe temples of Amon were either 

shut down o"Y' des-·- royed . ' he worship of the old ,ods ,as pr hibi ted . ""heir vr.ry names 

··,e re erased from all the public monuments . Amonhoten IV chan rc-d 'us own nar e , - hich means 

"Amon is s~tisfied) to Akhenaten ("He •1h0 is be~eficial to hten11 ) . _ e· , te. '"' l s to Aten 

were built • n many o.f the cities of E,. , ::ind in the new cani tal , khetaten wh • ch he 

built, and to v i ch he transferred the seat of his govE'rnment from The bes , the anc • ent 

city of Amon . 

The reli ous reforma ti n o Akhenaten called for the v1ors11ip of o -.e god , 

one solar E_;od , and was represented by the s in- disk with rays t.er nin::1 ting in hands hold:i ng 

the symbol of life . His reformati n Y1as directed a ai ns~ the Y/Orship o the numerous 

sods of _ )t , t'1eir vie lter of incoJ 
O uous mythologies and a ainst the vast and poi1er 1 

riestly hierarch:· of :ns day . 

1/hile it is true that his reformation did not last long , Pn n ~ver became the 

a cented religion of the massr)s of Egypt , it vns nevertheless a relip.:ious revolt of vast 

roportions which vas not soon orgotten . 
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• foses moved in the hi ;her intellectual circles of EP:yot . He must. certainly 
have been !:l\7are o wh t had so rofoundly disturbed the reli • ous orthodoxy o · Egy t, 
in days not far removed from his om, a the reasons for _ t . 

• 'oses was first awn away from the gl;ttering palace of the Pharaoh , vhere 
he was r eared, to his brothers who ,ere su "' 'fer· ng in the s1· ve- pens of 
human com assion and ity . "One day when .. :oses had gro·m "n , he went do 

t, by a great 

to h:is people arl 
looked on their burdens . He sa an E?Y ' tian beating a Hebrew , o .e of his peoole . he 
an--;er of =oses was aro,1c-ed . He looked t ·s ay and that, and seein no one he killed 
the E tian and hirl him in the sqnd11

• When his deed became kno m , he fled to :idian 
a land east of the Gulf of Aquala . 

There he remained a fugitive for many years . He dwelt v, th Jethro , apriest 
of, idian, tendj ng 1js flock . In the course oft· e e married his dau hter , ad sons 
i'iere born to them . 

As to what ent on in s so 1 dun t .ose long years in the solitnde of the 
•wilderness d how often hjs min tu "' ned back to his suffering kinsmen infur- a· 1ay ....,gypt , 
the records are silent . ut the revelation or God finally came to him t Horeb , near 
where he ,as tend· • g his flock , in a flame of fire -- we are told - out of the midst 
of a bush wh::. ch burned vi thou-1- eing consumed . Here he received the call to rem rn to 
E_ pt and here he was ·ven the mi -sion to brin forth his enslaved people to freedom • 
• :,"e shall not dwe 1 at th:'... s time on he ·i he carried out his mission wm ch was to prove to 
be the fi_ st successful emancipation o . an enslaved oeopJe in hi story. 

In carryinr out his mission to lead the people out of gyot , here they had 
lived ~Dr many years, nd had, to a lar e degree , become Egyptianized a:ri steaped in its 
idolatries, •• 0 s es was determined to pur P'e their religion of all the detestable things 
which their eyes had feasted on and the idols ~ith w ich they had defiled themselves . 

The religion ~-,~d.ch he was determined to give to his neople upon the.:.r liberation, 
1ould be free of all the superstitions of polytheism and i olatry . It lo 1ld have no room 
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for animal cults , v1hich•as so characteristic of the religion of Egy 1t , and for ima es , 

the likeness of things in the heavens above , the earth beneath and the waters under 

the earth. The Torah L:hat is , the instruction] wh:'.ch he wo 1d give them would forbid 

all the gross practices which he found in the Egyptian reli _Jon and the E yptian way of 

life , the wide- spread practice of magic a1 d the gross d extravagant absorption with 

death . He would rule out the whole spirit world and so excluse a 11 ma J;!ic and oracles 

of de~th which were so dominant a note in the religion of gypt . His teaching would go 

far reyorrl the refonnation of khenaten which never really abandoned the symbolized god , 

and never rejected the belief in the divinity of the fharaohs . Akhenaten vv as himself 

revarded as divine . 

Again , Akhenaten I s revolution v:as not a social revolution in any sense . ms 

revolution was theolo ical , and his !'eligious rationalism found expression in the field 

of theology an 1 ritual . It ·was not motivated by any desire to elevate conditions of the 

dreadfully exploited F.gyptian masses . Sex standards re ained unchanged and un- challenged . 

A~henaten , himself , married his ~nn da. ghter . 

The Torah wriich ios es wPs resolved to give to his people would outlaw incest , 

which was a common fea +ure of Eo-yntian society , sacred prostitution which ms so 

prominently attached to the cult of Amon , .. tln , ptah and other gods, and human sacrifices 

such as Amon deli?hted in . rtoses I Torah would ease the burdens of the laboring man , 

put an end to life- long slavery and make provisions for the care of the stranger. From 

their own bi tter experiences , the Israelites had come to know the soul of the stranger 

and of the slave . In the society which he intendedto found there would be no king like 

unto the Pharaohs , whose rule was ahsolute . There would be no ~ priests s uch as had im­

posed themselves so high- handedly upon the oppressed F~yDtian people an ' exacted such 

tribute from them in the name of the gods . Justice , compassion , sex- purity and human 

dignity iould be the guiding princi les of the new society wh:ch foses intended to fougd. 
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l'onotheis:n, as such, Moses did not have to borrm7 from Akhenaten or from 

the 1.~idianites or the Kenites , t he only other people am0ng whom :.roses dwelt after he 

fled from Eg:-; pt . There is no evidence whatsoever that i.~oses borrm7ed the name 

YHVH or any of h:..s basic religious ideas from Jethro , his fa ther- i law , v1ho was an 

idolatrous 1.!idianite priest . The ~ebrews , even when they were slaves in the labor- camps 

of Egypt , had not completely forgotten the faith of their ancestors , the patriarchs -

even though it had been considerably adulterated. The religion of the patriarchs VTas 

neither nrimitive , animistic or polytheistic . It was far in advance of the relipions of thr 

ancient world of t ~e second millenium, end even the religions of the ancient world 

themselves had already gone considerably beyond the primitive sta ges of religious 

c11lture . 

The Hebrews had a religi ous tradition , which cent ered in the worship of one 

God , long before hey mi grated to Egy~t . They traced it back to their racial progenitors , 

to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob . Even before Abraham left hi s home in Harran , in orthern 

.. esopotamia , in the eighteenth century before the Com."Ilon Era to go to Canaan , his faith 

and that of his :1ous ehold was basically monotheistic . Abraham worshipped a Supreme 

eity Who created Heaven and Earth by the name of El El:von or El Shaddai . There is no 

indication in all the early iblical records that this shared Hi s sovereinty 

with any other god or goddess . The altars whi ch the patriarchs built and the pillars 

whjch they erected durin ry their mi ations through anaan were dedicated to God , alone 

he God of Heaven and Earth . It was of t hi s God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that Loses 

spoke to Pharaoh and t. o the children o f' Isr ael . I t i s to the r atriarchs, let it be 

said in passing, that the Jewish people throuehout all subsequent ages traced the 

origin of their faith -- not to I:oses or to the later n rophets . The Bible speaks of the 

11Torah of .oses" , never of the "God of J,r0 ses 11 - only of the ~d of Abraham , Isaac and 

Jacob ( ) . 



- 6 -

In the eyes of . 0 5es , 1his God of the patriarchs , this El Elyon , was ; bout 

to intervene in the ~istory of the r eo Jle of Israel a secon time in a most critical 

and decisive manner . He :;a. s abo•lt to redeem them from Ep.ypt l He was , therefore, t.o 

be known henceforth by the name -- HVH. It vms a co . on practice amon~ ancient 

peon es to ch.!ln e the name of their deity or to add a new name to him i.n order to 

in ica ,e that their god had nov1 assumed a new or an a di ti or:al role . To oses , the 

1:1 1 ron of the patriarchs Yras nov1 Y VH -- atXlQ1DOCE He ~Vho causes to be -

not in the sense of Creator - - t. is ~·ia .:- a lrP.ady im -lied in the name of El Elyon -- but 

in the sense o He Who accomplishes and f111fills . YHVH is the Accomplisher -- e who 

performs what Me promises 1 By brinr-ing the Israelites out o~ .:.J rypt, YHv1f ha d fulfilled 

His promise ,hich He had made to the2 r forefathers . 'J'hey must now know thAt He is a 

Goi .!ho co · ld bet sted . hey co Jd rely· ' On Him. YfiVH was now prepar ed to make a 

new covenant with them, even as He ha~ ade one 1ith t . eir ancestors . Rut if He is to 

remain t eir Guardian an '_ Protector also in the f ut e, they must cor,-. ... ·· it themselves to 

a ne ·1 way of life, one v, ::.. ch is entirely acceptable to Him. They must pled.ae themselves 

to resist tte ways of the heathens , their idolatries and their im..'!loralities . They must 

be a different kind of a people . YHVH, 1.~0 ses told the people ,is a Vf:_ ry exacting God , 

an exclusive and holy r,od , an ;l Kadosh , who vTill not tolerate the worship of any other 

gods . He is El Kana , a jealous f"od - not in the sense of being envious of any other 

gods - there are no other gods of whom He need be jealous - YHVH is the only nod -

but in the sense of being i 11tolerant of those iho Yo ld fa tl!ously mrship other gods 

alongsirle of Him . J1VH ill demanc. of His p ·.., onle not alone an exclusive wors. ip but an 

active career of relentless op osition o all heathen gods . "You shall vorship no other 

uod J You shall tear dm n their altars and break their pillars a1 d cut down their 

Asherim" . Here , with ~0 ses , we tiear a nsw note . The patriarchs too r ere monotheists , 

but not militantly so . They ·i:ere not iconoclasts. 
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Along with this new note of active opposition to polytheism one hears 

another new note -- the thorough-~oing opposition to the ma in~ of a·t images, all 

representation of any object in nature for purposes of worship. The ima~e is a 

substitute for the idea. It never can fully represent it, and as often as not it 

istorts it. It stanrls betveen man and God. Pure and formless Being is endlessly 

creative and it possesses no properties which can b isolated for ad~quate r presen­

tation. An idea which is represented in a material form may 1 ad to moral aberrations~ 

Thus the attempt to represent God as the Creator in physical imagry and ritual led 

to phallic symbolism and to cults of sacred prostitution. But to think of God 

abstractly , inwardly, with the inner mind, in terms of att ibutes of 1 ife and love, 

of ooodness and justice and mercy is to stir man 's inner life to move in these very 

direct ions. 

tJith foses , re igion entered the non-repre entational field, the inn r 

world of thouoht, will, and quest . Thi was one of the great radical~ ifts in the 

reliqinus hi tor of mankind. A new enli't, tenment came to man which opened up 

new roads for pro~ress and new horizons for aspiration. ~o~es , in hi~ ~adical 

monot eism and his uncompromising opposition to any form of material embodiment of 

the idea of ~od , not only spiritualized the concept of the Divine, but negated all 

forms of wors,ip which were then known in the world . r;od mu. t be worshipped not 

through the correct ritual but through the good life. 

~til l a third note, heretofore unheard, is now sounded -- "This day you 

have ecome a peo?le unto, your God" 

Under the leadership of ~oses , Israel emerges as a people, no longer am re group of 

tribes. Centu ies, of course, would elapse and much hard welding and fusion before 

this motley hoard of amancipated slaves would become a po le in the true sense of 

the word. But even now, the startling events of surlden liberation and escape to a 
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new l ife, have transformed them into a community of corrrnon inter sts and hopes . A 

gr ot leader had arisen to guide them . He had ~i ren them a soul . He was binding 

them to~et er, if not yet as a nation, then as a self - conscious societv possessed 

of a militant and pioneerin~ collective soul dowered with a task and a ~oal . A 

deepened and renewed faith had been ~iven them an<i a missl•in which Wc:"\S to enjoin them 

through a 11 the oncoming e~.,..s . They were now the ne Israel -- the 

chi dren of I~rael. The co,enant which was made at Sinai wa no lon~er made with 

one ancestor and his hou5ehold as with ,\hraham, Isaac and Jacob , but with a pe ple . 

This covenant committed not only the generation of Sinai but all future generations 

as well . A peopl bound itself eternally to a spiritual and ethical purpose . No 

other people in ancient history linked its destiny to such a pro~ram and few in 

modern times . 

ere it should e not d that while Israel s tau~ht by loses to l ok 

upon itself as a people chosen by VH , they were not to think of themselves as a 

people descended from H'H . : any people in an ie t times claimed direct descent 

from gods . Israel was tau8ht always to rem,mbcr that it was a p ople of very humble 

ori~tn - - "A wandering Aramean was my father" -- that it was ·J-trH ho chose them, 

not becau.:;e •·vou ar more in num~er than any other pepple thr1t YHVH set Hi love 

upon you and chose you , for you are the fewest of all p ople" . 

I said at the outset that "'fQses wa tie founder o[ the first spiritual 

an ethical rel i~ion [ mankind . Tt,i indeed was his originality . Ethica l ideas 

were , of courc;e , known in he ancient world , ·en before th ays of . !oses . The roots 

of moral heginnin'ss , as of cultural beginnings ~enerally , are forever hidden . 

kaxxss xsx i x~exaixs a~ ·Klti~s~xas. The uniqueness of tie 1
0 saic Torah , ho ever , 

r sides in the fact that ethica l ideas are now ma e the very ess ence of r ligion 

and the on y true wa of wors' •ipping od . •1o es set ethica valu s fast i n the 

religl us life of man , and t er after the , remained a n inseparable par t of religion. 
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mong the p onles of antiquity, lofty et ical c0ncepts often existed 

side by side and in amicable arran~ement , ith ~ro~s and obscene re igious cult 

practices such as sacred prostitution, th~ sacrifice of chi!dren, witch - craft , sorcery 

.:ind obse sion with death and the netherworld. T e Torah of Moses ban· sh d from the 

reliPi us life of man a 1 grossness and superstition, all that was sordid and depraved . 

eliP,i,)n was <"iven u an exclusive ethical cont nt . 

Hrn .. ~ Ost.:S came to entertain his revoluti.inary spiritual ideas i no 

grater mystery than the ama zing insights ·hich om to all mE!n of genius. The 

appearance of any great pers.:.>nality in hi. tory is unpredictable and his ndo m nts 

are inexplicable . He leaps into is age unexpectedly lik i~htning out 0f da kness . 

Al 1 that his gener t ion clan do is either to erant or to deny him cope and opportuni tu/ 

To be sure , no spiritual giant perates in a vacuum, i)ut whatever truth h reveals 

wells up in him with a force of an immed i ate and ov r - powering revelati t1 n . \.Jl-atever 

he conceives of lntellectua11y or experiences spiritua'ly is a new act of creation 

and i his very own . It is not the !)roduct ,')f evolution or of an., cu1 tural en •iron­

ment an-~ it po se"ses t imel :--s relev~nce . 

y temperament and ch~racter '10ses w3s preeni nent y quali f i d for the 

eroic role to which he was summoned . '"ibl ical soL..rces speal,. of hirn ,,s a leader of 

raye courage and reso l ution . 

Th r e are some men w,o aspire to 1 ~dership . fo~, es instinctively 

~ 1rank fr0m j t - - "0 , ny Lord , s nd I pray some other p rs0nH . u t once l eade rship 

had een thrust uron him, he bent to its yok€ and never r~treated. fos as n i ther 

dream r , mystic or recluse . He \ 1 1-.e foremost spiritual ·Jion r . He blaz d ncv 

trai l s fo man ' , eth i cal a dvanc . H \-as th first gr e t emancipator for the huma n 

r ace . He endur d ingrat i tud~ , r hellion, anci rivalries for the sak of hi mi sion. 
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H often felt t1e gibe nd ting to which all leaddrs uf men COTY' to e subj ct d -­

' ho male ynu a ruler an· a ju ge ,vcr us?" Jpon his tir d heart thy unload d al l 

th bittern and re entM nt of slaves not yet r e d to b ~ree . How oft nth y 

co:1fronted him in murderous fury witl- ton s in t • ir ha ds t Yt.t , le w s comp t 

of fir ncss anu c 11pass i n n hi l art was a lwa ,s full )f c ncern for the peopl 

w ich so oft n failed him . It ~as t 1 e peopl 1hich were Rt a ' l tim s uppe ost 

in his ind -- 'Tor~iv t e p --o,~le ' s sins , O, 1, if not lot me out of Th, ok" . 

, oses was tl,e =-aithful sheph r of his people and the huml-,l est of m n . 

{oses was the thronele s monarch of a spir i tua kin~dom; his hand ne" r 

held cepter or crown, yet p o · les of ma·,y distant ages and remote regions came to 

acce pt his law . " 'o man ·now i sepulchre unto this a ,. , sc1vs th Pible , hut 
r 

thou 0 h h lies entom ed in an unknown ~rav , his spirit remains forever e n hrin d 

i n the on- moving ark of fai h which al l th t r uly cov nanted chi dren of man hopefully 

follow to the new day an to the land of pro ise . men . 
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THE O~IG' LITY OF 1C3ES D cemb r 4, 1960 

Moses • youth and early manhood, according to the 'Piblical account , 

were spent in the palace of the Pharaoh . He was raised and educ:,t d as an Egyptian 

prince in an ~gyptian environment . E~ypt had attained to av ry hioh lev 1 of 

civilization in bses' dav -- in fact , it was av rv old civilization of considerable ., _ 

cu tural so~~istication into which was born . He ~rew up in the shadows of 

l 
pyramids alr -ad in his day and the basket of bulrushes in which he was 

I 
~i0den a~ an infant tossed amon 

I 

• J 
the reeds of a river 

I 
rich in history . 

Th ~~vptian culture and reli~ion to which e was expo ed were undoubtedly an essen-

tial part of his upbringing . Pe was ahle to observe at close ram~e the P,yptian way 

of life/ all of its lights and shadows . 'T'h r was much in it rrom w ich h recoiled . 

Th re were also~ yptians in is day, non- Hebrews , who reacted si~ilarly . 

the greatest religious upheavals in EgyJtian hi tor., . It is difficult to determine 

the aqe of Mos s and of th Exodus . The st r c , nt scholarship sets them in -J' • -p; 
the early part of the thlrtE..enth century . Not long before that time,z'·monhotep IV ~ 

had carried out as thorou~h- ooing a revolution a ainst the 
I { '/) I 

traditiJnal 1cult of mon, 
-l, 

the national god , as Eg~1pt had ev r known . The temples of Amon were ei th r ~~.ed or 

destroyed . The worship of the old go · s was prohibited . 
V 

from all the pu1 lie monum -nts . Amenhotep IV changed ris on name to Akhenaten . 
\ /\ 

--~;;..... Amonho t ep I I and f 

ew templ s to Aten were built in many of the cities of 

Ert,Vp/an in the new capital , khetaten , which h built , and to which he transf rred 

t e eat of h·s ~overnment f r om Thebes , the ancient citv o mon. 

Te relioious reformati on of A naten called for the worshi o 

solar god an was repr sented b the sun- disk with ra s te inating in .._ hands 
----,- ' 

holding the s mbol of life . ~is reformation was directed a ain t the ~.t~~!!!~~ 
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"\.,v.v'i ~, 

wors ip of the ~y gods of Eg 1pt, their welter of ·ncongruous T ' mythologies and the 

f h d fr 'h' l • • vast and powerful priestly hierarch., o is ay. ~ 1 e 1t 1s true that his reforma-

tion did not last lonq, and never became the accepted religion of the masses of_..,.~~~~jb-
, :7 /'f"" 

peerJe, it w1s nevertheless a relioious revolt of vast proportions which Qar~slt:ly -
was not soon forgotten. 

Moses moved in the higher intellectual circles of Egypt. He must 

certainly have been awa~e of what had so profoundly disturbed the religious orthodoxy 

of E~ rpt, in days not far removed from his own, and the reason for it. 

l-- \ } 
oses was first drawn from 

\<Lkl.1-),.~~ ... 

~ro his brothers,who were suff rin~ in the slave-pens of ~gypt, compa sion 

and pity ' One da , when ~ses had grown up, he went down to his people and looked 

on their burdens. He saw an E~vr>t ian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. The anger 

of '11oses was aroused. He looked this way an th8t and seein~ no one he ---,, 
~ 

.,1 ... • 
~ 

F'gypt ian and hid him in the c; ,, nd." en his de d bec.q.,.,e known, he f·led to ~idc.an 

There he remain d a fu~itive for many years. He dwelt With Jethro, ------ -
a priest of Midian, tending his flock. In the course of time he married his dau hter

1 

.:tr 
and sons were born to them. _\s to what went on i n his sou 

~ 
in the wi Ide how often his mind turned back to his 

' 

durjn~ those Ion~ years 

Jfnsmel in far-c1way 

ypt, the records are silent. ~ut the revelati on of r.od finally came to him at 

t, -
Horeb, near where he was tending his flock, in a flame of fire our of the midst of . 

( J 
a bush which burned witlout hein~ consumed. He received the call to return to 

b>--
Egypt and was ~iven the mi c- sion to bring 

/) 1 
forth enslaved people to freedom. 

~ .. · tL t,,I ;-1; 
\ e shall not dwell on how he carried out his mi ssion the first success ul emanci-

------ 'r 
pation of an enslaved people in history. 
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t ,e pe ple out of E~vnt , w er 
i-1 

year~ , and had , to a l arPe degr ee , bec0me ~R•Dtianized and steeped in its i dolatries , 
t, 

.he \·a deter lned o nurQe t eir reli~i >n of all t detesta le thin°s wrich their 

eyes had easted on and the i dols with w i.c~ rev had defiled t ms~lve 

e rel i ~; nn ... ich he was determi. ned l i rat i :m wou 1 d b 
I ' 

free of the of pol th ism nnd idola ry . 

oeit1 

xc usive wors1ip . 

h .'.'!ve no ro . m f'.)r animal cults , hich w· s so charact ri tic f th 

above , the ear t h beneath th wat rs un er tr.e eart h . The Tor h th 

w1dch he would give t em would for id a 1 the gross 

f ound in the ~gypt iRI' reli~i on and th Eg/ptian of life , the wi<le- spr ad prac tic 

of magic and ·he ~ro and ex rava ant absorption ith death . He 1. ld rule out 

t\- . whole spirit world and so xclude all rnap,ic and oracl s of dea t h which - -
were so d )mi nat a note in h re 11 ~ i "'n of ,P.'vnt , 

t ac,ing W<ru d go far e ond the reform tion 

of ,~henQten w , ich never aban oned t e svmbolize 

t e he J i e f i n t l, e d i" i n i t .,' o , th Pharaoh • 

.kh naten wns h\mself re" ,l l"ded as i ine • 

od and ncr r r i cte 
' 

... ,. .... 
;,,,J \.kh na en ' s was t1ot a social revolut·<"n i "ny s ns . 

I J 
r volution 

was theo ogical And his re i~ i ous rationalism foun! xpressi o n int I • i ld of 

theolo and i tu 1 . It wDs no motivated bv an, esi r to levat the rr: ral ton -
of ,i. peopl nor to improve the retc ed conornic C)n iti ,n of the 

I 
r a fully mas s . Se stand rds r ma ined unch ng d and un-

chall n.,ed . Akh naten, himse l f , marr i d his own dau~hter. 



The orah hjch Mo es was r es 6 l ved to give to his people would outlaw 

ir\cest , which was a com·, >n f c ture of Cgypti r: n society , s cred prostitution hich was 

so pr:.>min ntly attach d to th cu t of . on, 1·1in , Ptah and ot Jr gods , and hum n 

sacri ic s such as Amon de i~hted in . . o 

labor i g man , put an end to life- long s aver} nnd ma· provi si-)n for t l 1 ----th stra ger . ◄ rom th\::ir own hitt 0 r exp riences, tl e I:sr lites had co e to J nl 

the s ul of t ,1? tran~er and of the slave . In the . 0ch,ty which he in tl:nded 

there w011ld be nn ki.ng like unto t e Pharaohs, wl os ru e was a:Jsolute. Ther 

woul be no priests 

oppr c;se .... o 11Jt i.an p 01 le a ·I xacted , c 1 t i bu te from tie ,1 

int e name of ··' ,e QO s . . T, -;tice, compassio, sex-pu•itv and hum;in ignit_ 1 v.' ul e -
prin ip es of t 1~ n w society • ich 10 ses int n-Jed t0 ~ound. 

1onot e i c;m, 1s ucl , borrow fro 1 khenat nor from 

t e ~i ia iles or the ?enites , the oh ly aft r 

he fled fr( m Eg •pt . T ,ere is no e idence w atso ve that {o es borrowed the name 

YRVH or «n' of ., relioV,us i ~ ens frum .J thro , is f th Jr - in- law, who\ as an -
dolatrou idianite pri t . The H lr ws even wh n they er~ l h 

- -----l 

camps of Egypt had n,Jt 
~ I \ 

?atriarchs . fhe reli~ion o . 

th ·ir a cestors , t e 

patriarchs was neith r primitive , ani~istic or 

secJnd milleni m, an the reli~ions of the anci nt wort · 

th 

co11s iderably 

ey0nd t,e primitiv stags of religi >us cu tu--e . the Hebrews had a reli.gi ,>us 

tradition, w ich center d in the ovs ·r o: '1€ ,o<l , lon~ ,,[ore tl e nigrat:-:>d to 

vpt . They traced it back to their racial pro~enltors , to A f aham , Isaac an Jacob . 

r.ven e·ore Ahrah~m le:t hi },om in 1arran in , ,.,rthern esopot mia in t - ei~ t nth -- I I 
century hecore th~ r:om '1 n ~ra to Canaan, i of h h 1_1c el o d 

l 
was asicallv ., m)nothei tic . a Su rem !) :H d Heaven an r.th 
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y the name of ·l Ely There is no indication in all the early 

othCT god 

sh~red His sov reignty with any other god or goddess . The lt rs 

w~ ich the patriarchs built and t c pillars w\ ich Lh y erected du int their mi rati ns 

throu~h Canaan were dedicated 0 f';od , alone - - tl , ,.,od o: Heave and Earth. t 

wa of ti ~od of braham, Isaac and Jacob that Moses spoke to Pharaoh and to th 
---
children of Israe . It is to the patriarcW"" that t 

r 

--su sequent agec. traced the or i ~in of th i r faith -- not to .10 ses or to th later 
.- . ,, 
prophets . ih 1 e spea~~ oft e Torah of Mo~es , n ver of tr r;od of ~oses -- only 

of the 1io<l of Abraham, IRaac and Jacob ( Gi/ ~ { 1 --,,Al '? ':;\) ) . 
f - ,::::- f 1 4 

i.A-4., -

In the eyes of -.o es, t 1 i S Sod of the patriarc 1s W ·l ~ P' out to int rvene 
,, 

jn e istorv of the people of 

was to redeem them from ~gvot! 

~ecisive manner . le 

na-,,e -- TH . It was a com,ion p actice arnon~ ancient peoples to chan~e t' e name of 

their deity or to add a new name to ~im to indicate that their god had now assumed 

a new or an additi, nal role . To ~oses , the El lyon of the patriarchs 

1 e .'ho cauc; es to be -- not in the sense of Creator -- this was alr ady 

the name of~ Elyon -- but in th sense of He {ho accofTlrlishes and fulfills . --
~HVH is the Accomplisher He who performs what H promises) Ry bringing the 

Israelites out of •gyot , ~VH had f I filled His promise which He had made to their 
:r 

forefathers . knew that He is ta ly a God Who c ul d be t r usted. They could 

rely upon Him. 

now=m~ 

a new co enant with them, even as Be h,3.d made one with their ancestors . 

ut i 1le Guardian and Protector in the future , t ey must commi t 
., 

themse l ves to a wav of li . e w ich ce ptable to J-l i m. 

( 
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the/ muc;t pledge themselves to resist the ways of the h athens , their 

idolatries 

YB 14 i 
i 

the peopl aa a ver y xactin ~od , an exclusive 

and holy ";od , an El Kados, , who will not t o lera t e the worship of an_, o • h r gods . - -
e is •l Kana , a jealou ~od - - not in th _ sense o f being envious of any oth t~r cmds, _,. 

there are no oth · r gods of whom He need be jealous -- 1-lVtl is th on1 y ,od - .. but 

in the ~ense o f he in intolerant o f t ,ose who \ Ou d fatuously wor hip ot er god 

~) I 
alongside o: im . v n T dema11 of l is peoole n ') t alone an exclusive • n hut an 

active car er o relentless opposi ti n to al 1 l Pods 1 • 'o u sha1 l wors ip no 

I other god. el lest ma ea covenant i h h inhabitanb 

down their
1 

altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim'' • Here 
I 

10 es we a new note . The patriarchs ere monotheists but not militantly 

so . Th ey were not iconoclasts . 

' on~ with t,is new n t e of activ~ opposition to polytheism 

new note -- the thorough- going oppositi n to the making of ~xa 11 images, Wws 

representati n of any obj _ct in nature for ,>urpo ses of worship. The image is a 

substitute for the idea . It 

J '~ ' 
it . Pure a nd formless 

...,. ful l y repr sent5it and as often as n0 t it distorts 
~., ' -'( 

is endless l y creative , possesses no prop rties 
f 

wh ich can d for a equate repr esentation. An idea w ich is represented i n - ---
material for m may 1 ad to moral aberrati n . Thus the attempt t o represent od as 

L, .. .. I J 
the Cr ator th~s4, physical i ragry and r itual l ed to phal l ic symbol and to 

inward l y , 
cults of sacred prostituti n . ut to think of r.od abstractly/with the inn r mind , 

in terms f attributes of life and love , of goodness and justice and mercy is to 
(. 

' ir man ' s inner life i n these ver direction . ~ed is , to a 

e "'od and man_. 
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woyl<l of t1 u~ht, wi 1, quest , a~~~~~~~~~Y~ 
I 

~ l..,..\ 

grc.~t radical hifts in the re igi.ou<. h!c;tory of mankind - f, new enlightenment w i c 

pened new horizo d,maroi c, - . 
n d. .1oses, in 

his radical monotheism and is uncomnromisin~ oppositi r1n to any form f m~t rial 

emhodiment of the idea of r;od, not only spiritualized the concept of 

but negated all 
' ( 

T 
Still a third -

forms of 

l ' 
note, heretofore un eqrd, 

.. 
•·Thi s day you 

have become a people unto YHVH, .,our God" . Under Lh leadership of lv1oses, Israel 

emerges as a pecJple, no longer a mere grou ,> of tribes. Centuries, of course, 

elapse and much hard welding and fuqion before thi ~otl y hoard of emancipated 

ut ev n now the startling 
I 

events of sudden liberati n nd escape to a ne•~ 11· have tr-nsformed them into a '" I o 

grt:. t leader had arisen to guide them~ 

He had given them a soul. He was bindin~ them 

to~eth r, if not vet as a nati 1n, tl en as a self - conscious society pos essed of a 

militant and pioneerin~ collective soul dowered with a task and a goal . deepened 

and r newed faith had been ~iven them and a mission whi.ch was to enjoin t~em thr u~h ,# 

I.) , • J 

th the nne Israel -- the chl1dr n of I~rae. 1'he co 1enant which 
l-,, 

was made at Sinai w~s no Jon~er wit~ &A,,ancestor and his household ~s with .hraham , 

Isaac and Jacob , but w th a people. ~h1s covenant co nitted not on y the ~eneratlon 

of ~inai but all f iture ener ci ti ,ns as well. A p op e bound itself eterna y to a 

spiritual and ethical nuroo e. o other pe ple in ancient hist ~ry linked ·t destiny 

to s1 ch a program an few in modern times. 
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Here it should be n ted that \,,;hile Israel was taught by oses to look .......,,..___ 

upon itself as a people c osen by YHVH , they w re not to think of t ,e:mselves as a 

pe ple descended from lVH . Many peo?le in anci nt times claim d direct descent 

from t±1h ~o<ls . Israel wa taug ,t alwavs to rene 11ber that it was a '"9mvoil::&fti!i lowrty 

peo,le of verv humble ori~in -- .. A WEJndering Aramean was my fatlier' - - thnt it was 

vµ Jll who choc;e the,i , ~ not becau"e ""',,u are rnore in number t an anv other people 

that 'llVJ-1 set His love upon you and chose vou .for 1ou 
/ .; I ~ 

are the fewest of all people" . 

was the fo11nder of t e f irstJPe't'·iic~ 
I 

religion o mankind . 

1is origina ity. Ftliical itieas were , of course , known in the ancient world, c en 
-------
before the da 1 s of 1oses . The roots of Moral beginnin~s , as of cultural be. innings 

ge• era ly , are forever hidden. The uniqueness oft e 0 saic 

fact that ethical ideas ar. now made pere ptory 

of rel i ~ion and tl e only t r ue way of w rsh • ppi ng r.od . Moses set ethical 

values fast in the rcli~ious 1.;f e of man and thereafter they r mained an inseparable 
I - ------

part of religion. 

Ainc:>ng the peo l) les of antiquity, lofty thical concepts existed sid bv 
.I 

side , in amicable arrangernent with gross and obscene religious cult practices -
I • -

such as acred prostitution, the sacrifice of children, witbh - craft , sorcery and 

ses banished from the 
------------ -

reli ~ i us l i fe [ man all rossness and sup rstition, a that was sord i d and 

eprav d . ~eli~ion was given an exclusive ethical conte t . 

l 

Bow Moses came to enter tain his revolutionary spiritual ideas is no gr ater 

mystery tan the amazing insights w1· ich come to all men of genius . The appearance 

of any grea t per~0 al i ty in history i unpredic t able endowments are in-

explica le . He eaps into is a~e unex ected y like l i chtnin~ ont of dar ness ---
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sure , 

..> oper~t in n vacuum i )Ut whatever truth he reveals 
1
we s up in him with a 

force of an immedia te and over - powering revelation . llhatever he c .-mceiv s nf in-

tellectua 1 or experiences spiritua 1y i a neY act of creation and i3 his ver, on. 

It is not t' e pl"'oduct of evolution or of any cu tural environment and it poc;sesses 

timeless relevance . 

y temperament and character ~oses was preeminently qualifi d for Lht: 

I -
Biblical sources speak of him as a leaJer 

trk· J 

of rare courao-e ancl resolution . ( Som men~ to leadership. ·1o s es ins ti nc t iv e 1 y 

shrank fro,n it - - uo, my Lord , seitd I pray some ul ' er person' . ~ut once ..,.· ~ 111t:ao-.!i-

d 

c.rags ·ct h 

r. Moses wc.1s 

f ar l ess ly ah.;::::c:a=liµl'C.ro ched thi da,;k ss fa re 

~ l!e ndurcd i n5ra ti tude , ___......,, 

rebe 1 ion , of his inissi on . He f 

the ~ibe and sting to wraich al l l ader of men co,ne to be subj cted -- '.Jho m e ou 

a ru er an a judge over tis?" Upon ,i~ tired heart th unloaded all the bitt rness 

and r sentment of slaves not yet ready to be fre . How often th ......---___ 
~ - ..,,. 

c0nfronted him in -

murderous fury with stones in treir hands) Yet , 1 compact o· firmness and compassion~ 

h • s h eart WdS al·..,1ars f u 11 of concern for t e people ' so oft~n failed him . It was 

the peo -,le which w re at a·1 tim supp rnnst in his mind "Forgive the people ' s 

sins , O, VHVH , if not blot me out of Tny 'Pookt' . Moses w s fa i thf u 1 sheph rd of ,,£;, 
-------.:..,;:._--------__;;,----

peopl 

1
and '"the ;umblest of men . 

Thronel ss monarch of a spiritual kingdont • h1s hand nev r held scept r C1"'"'\.. 

""""" orown, yet people,~of j stant aees anri remol regi ms came to accept I i l at- · - •-.a 

him1 " o man knows 

1 
hi sepulchre unto t i day' , but an unkno n gr a v e , his spir i t 

I\ -remains forever enshrined i n the onMOving ark of faith which n 

day and to the land of promise . 




