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February 12, 19G__r; 

SI YSR (_!) 
(_(_~ ,.,,_-1, th c~ C0 
, TFR PE SCE.!E C!_ } MR• " AAAM LI. !Cr'IL! 

It W'3.S aud~':la1 national scene whi<"!h faced Linc ln when he assumed 
(\ 

the Presidency of the Pnited States a hundred years ago. 'I'h 'ni n was 
Lt+ O..,M., 

falling apart. outh CaroJina had seceded fr m the Union followed by 

" 
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas a.im Anew 

governme t had been set up for the Confederate States. It wo uld not be 

c ...... 
long before Fort Sumter would be fired upon and ,a.ae Civil War1which was 

to last four tragic y ars would begin. 
I 

Lincoln, who saved the Uni0n and emancipated the egro slaves, 

had much to say to his o-eneration -- t ords of wisdom and prop ecy which 

are still relevant and timely and which hew uld utter, I believe, if he 

viewed the dismal i.nternat·onal scene today -- a hundred years later . 

It wer ,1ell for us to remember t at the Civi 1 \ ar was not fou~ht 

by ood men on one side and bad men on the ot er. The men of the South 

were not all evil men. ~any oft , em were ~ood, religious peopl 

chu c men, w o frequently quoted the ible. qtonewall Jackson carried 

the Pible in his me~s-kit. His reverence for the Sab ath went so far 

that he wou d not mail his wife a letter to be carrjed in the mails on 
1,..\~ ""~ ~ 0~ c.. ~ -~~~ >-~ ~ /'V' G.. ..,,~' 

a S inda ',\ .. obert E. Lee and Jeb ~tuart h3d tet tl:-ieir slav s go long 

lJ """ bef re the Civil ·ar. Lee ated slavery and counted on the emancipation , 

of the slav s through the mild and melting influence of Christianity . 

I 
He believed , as he said , that the course of the final abolition of human 
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slavery is onward ,and we ,ive it t he aid of our pray rs and all I 

justifiable means in our power but we must 1 -~ve th progr ss, as 

well as the result, in .a4lis hands i,ho sees tl end, Who chooses to 

~ork bv slo~ influences and with ~horn two thousand years are but a 

si n~ le <lay" . 

Lee, vou wi 1 recall, was first o fered the hi~h comnand o 

th • nion Armi s of the ·10 rth. At t' at time l' e aid: "If I m ned t e 

four million slaves of the South I wou d sacrifice t ·,em all to the Un ion." 

" ut", he continued, 'how can I draw mv sword a~ainst , irginia?'' He 

fought again t the , orth w i ti out hatred . He w 1u d re~ er to the enemy 

as "our f rien-:is across the river". Lee was opposed to secessiori . In a 

letter home, w ic h0 wrote in January, '61, he said: "Secession is 

nothing but revolution. The framers four Const itution n ver wnuld have 

exhausted so rrruch labor, wisdom and forebearance and surrounded it with 

so many guards and securiti s if it was intended to e broken by very 

m mbcr of the Confederacy at will . It w s intended for p rpetual union, 

so expressed in the preamble and for the esta lishment of a go rnment, 

not a compact, w ich can only be dissolved by revolution or by the consent 

of all th peopl in convention as ·embled. It is idle to talk of secession." 

3tonewoll Jackson also beli ved that "it was better for the South 

to fight for her rig'. t~ in the nion than out of it" . These men and many 
lik tbem in the South wer cau , tin the web of an evil two hundred and 

\ (. 
y ars old . The dragon teeth fort 

wer firsts wn in 1620/G en t e fj- t 

cargo of egro slaves was rouPht into Johnsto1n! It was fort .em a lono
-?uV:-"-

es~ah i hed an accepted patt rn, anj hile thy didn't approv of it and I 
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hoped for its termi nation, they saw no way of ch anging the pattern in the 

near futu r e . 

There were, of course, men in the Sou th like ~obert Rhett of South 

Carolina and i,H 11 iam Yancey of Alabama and many slave- owning p .ant ers who 

favored secession, who wanted to ~k the Union so as to be free to 

extend slavery into the new territories . So,.c of t hem even f avored the 

re- introduction of the African slave trade wh ich had been outlawed by the 

Constitution of the United States. Rut the majority of t he people of the 

,~ 
South neither wanted a ,-e. iasii!upt.i eft of the Union nor favored the restoration 

of the African slave trade . They wanted the right to extend slavery into 

the new territories . No one seriouslr threatened the imstitution of slavery 

in the states where it already exis t ed . It v:as t h e Southern pressut"e to 

extend slavery into the new territories w i i ch brought on the Civil War i 

The M1ssouri Compromise of 1820 wh ich excluded slavery from the 

Louisiana territory - - except the tate o f issouri -- was rep aled in 1854 . 

Three years later, the red Scott decision o f the Sup~eme Court of the 

United States declared that Congress could not constitutionally abo l ish 

slavery in any of the territories a t any time . This mad e slavery l ;iwful 

in all the territories and opened up the prospect of a vast slave empire 

spring ing up in the •J~st and in the South . The people of t he N0 rth and 

all the enemies of slavery violently opposed t t is extension. This was 

the irrepressible conflict which led to the Civil War . 

Abra ham Lincoln bitterly opposed slavery,but he wa s not an 
I 

abolitionist . He saw no way by which the institution o f slavery could be 
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these states, hoping th, t ultimately slnv ry, ,1hich h . h lieved was on the 

down-1ill, wuuld e abolish d by t'liose states themselves
1

or th t th slaves 

w nld b emancipated by purchase on the pert of the Federal ,o rnmcnt . 

·eluctantly LinC1)ln even approved of t',e Fagitiv Slave Law ,_·ich ,:, a so 

unpopular in the :1
0 rth anrI wh icr mony .!0 Ythe n stat ~s refused to 

------~- /._ • ' • ") I . • ( • J. / • 
/ ,fn rea on :or his position w.·s :,tit "tre Cons'l:f'tution of the United States, 

\ hjch unfortunate y had made a compact with th outhern slav -holding slates, 

wit1out wllich the JTni )n of tre tl irtc n states oul.d probably not h.:ive b en 

effected, provided that "no person held to service in one state n er the 

laws tl--ereof, escaping into another, sha] , • n consequence of any law, be 

d ischar~ed from sue service and shall t e delivered up on claim of t ,e narty 

to whom such service ma , e due". Put inc 1 n was opposed o t e ex tens ion 

o ~ slc'lverv into th new territ i s 1an he maintained t !1at o state can 

lawfully oct out o[ t,e Ur.ion . 

He made ~is positi0n very cl ar in his first Inaugural. ddr ss which 

he delivered in .farch , 1861: " I h , v no pu pose , directly or indirectly to 

int~rfere with the institution of slavery w~ere it exists. I believe I hare 

no lawful right to do so ard I hc:1v no inclinc"ltion to do so" . And in the 

sarre Inaugural ddr ss he defined t'1c issu between the [ orth and Lhe South 

very clearly: 'One s~cti0n of our country believes sJavery is right and 

ought to b extended whil th othe~ ~ iv s it i. wrong and ought no t to 
the 

b ext nded . This is/onJy uh tantial ispute" . Lincoln urg d t--.at this 

disput sh u d ot L settl d b 1 blood-sh cl or viol nee . He counselled 

i " ' ' • 1 bl b 1 b • I ( > ( d b ?nt nee, ,ot 1ng va uea e c~n e ost y t~·ing time . No oo o ject 

can e rustrated b t l·in time" . \ hen in his Cooper nion spPech of 
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1858 he declared tl at "a h use divided agai nc;t i.tself cannot stand" he had 

in mind tat t e houc;e wouJd cease to be divided, that , ns h stated , "the 

opponents of sla er. wi 1 1 arrest the further spread of it, :me p ace it \·here 

the pi l ie mind sha 1 r est in the elief tat it is in th course of ultimate 

extinction" . ~ifferences and controversies do arise in an_ free co•ntry and 

its citizens , quite natur&lly , divide over them into majorities and minorities . 

He oped th t the minority would acquiesce, else -~ ~overnment He 

hoped for a peaceful soluLion . "Inte l ligence, patriotism, Ch~istianity and 

the fir:n reliance on Him \•:ho h . s neve r yet forsaken t:,i favored land ar • 

..-z:.-- s till competent to adjust in the best way all our pr sent dif iculty . n The 

South i not listen to Lincoln an th ,.; r cai a tragic Ad sanRuinary 

war whi c cou .d have een av rted . 

If Lincoln were to view our world today, a hundred years lat r, in 

1961 i nst ad of 1 61 , he would fi d many p8rallels to the issues <1 ich tore 

our country apart in his day. Today the problem is the extensi0n of c mmunism . 
------

~any in the free world look upon com:nunism c S upon an evil as r ,,3 t as slnvery . 

, ,my in he communist wor <l lool· upon capitalism as upon an evil s gr --- at as 

slavery . These pepple are not ~uite rea istic in their a · praisals . Neither 

communism nor capita ism can e likened to slaver y . ut _,ere are tl ose .o 

~ 
ld sue-. ,j ews and there are m n in hoU c , mps w o w" 1 d 1 ike to see /<co Tll111ic.m 

or capitalism <lestro;ed . The] are the Abolitionists of 1961 . : 'ora ity anr:l 

justice\ er undo· btedly on the side of the o 1 it i c,n i 5 ts in 1861 . ·rh , wanted 

t stamp out nee and for al l t,e infamous and indecent institution of: human 

sla er . ut even ln th .l0 rt1 the holitionists represent .d a very small 

mi.ority. Te people of t1 .orth did 1ot want the ni~n isrupted over t , e 

issue of sla•ery . There vas o assu ance at al l that with the dissolution of 
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the Tlnion slaver., in the Soutl ,; o tl be ab lishcd. Abraham U ncoln was not 

elected on an Aboliti'")nist platform and the Civil .1ar \,.'a nol fou,ht to 
~ \.Vl-:l ~ c ~ ) fV41i4-~ , 

abilish slavery . The ~cipation of the legro came as a by - product of 
J 

1orthern victories in lhe Civil \'ar . 

Free men in the ·estern , orld today re~ard co1T1IT1unism as an evil . 

Put m st of them recognize the 
~flA.-

it is firnly established in parts of th world , 

" an cannot be destroyed without violence and blood- shed , without nuclear war 

which would destroy both the free and t he communist world . Here Linc• In to. . 

~ o"{'\~ ~ 5~ to L f~ 
s 1Jrvey our present ,; orld , h ou!d probably r peat ~ advice .i_m ) Pr&., PG 

(k ~ ~ ~~ 44. ~ 
"'G a<..juc;t i.n the best way all our pr s nt diffic lty" . ~-1e eust live in pe.ace , .... 
with w1at we do not like , hoping that communist societiei •ill, in the course 

&"-
of time , because of inner drives ~ profiting from their own experiences at 

• \;; i 
home, come to revise their sys tems and approximate ,_ our conc~t·ons of human 

~ , -b,c: ~ ~ 
freedom an<l <lemocrac . ., In 1 if e not1 in is immt1tabl1:; history is never static. ,.__ 

The comrunist world, or at least some of its leaders , have heoun to 

speak -odo~ of co- existence . Evidently their faith in ~orld revolution hAs 
h.. ~ - ~ ........c,.~..,, .. 

been ~r -otly sha~en . The straw of words ewa1ns but the grain of reality is 
f I -' t- C V ex-=-- -.« -"'---,ur-:,:v;,o-.::• =-- -, 

no l onger there . The world pr o l etariat has not risen, as Lenin and his 

~ 
followers ~~ igpssJ an --,- waited for . Commur.ism has failed to 

it.. 
make h adway in the ./es tern world . ~' has the _:ophecy wl ich was~ 

in the Communist Manifesto of 1848 , uhieh he a WIit\ the B'ib l e of al l communism 

- ~µ " 1rieci:.::t~n , come to pass . " he modern l aborer", it stated , "instead of rising ,, 
with the pro re~s of industry sinks d eper and deeper be l ow the conditions 

of existence of is own class. H becom .s a pauper , and paup rism develops 

more rapidly tan populath)n and wealth" . Th Con 1unist Manifes to ,-,1lzio~ t2Qa 
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~ 
based on tbe horrors of th factory svstems in the mi dle of th nin teenth 

century and 11;,,,;el, cou'a see in L' c i· c'ustr!al revolution only evil, ,,.,,;,n,.J7 
the unrestrained xploitation of the ~orl<ing-man. >ard not fores that 

~,~ A 
capitalism ~ould work out its own forms of control, tat trade unionism 

[' 

~o, ld come effectively into the pictur, and factory legislation, the 

minimum wa~e and unemploym-nt i surance, social security and pension, 
I 

the income tax and the use of t ·e power of tc'.lxati0n by th st:ate to r · dress 

the inequalities wl ich are involvf>d in private own rship o ... th means [ 

\ \ 
prr>d •ctjon. +t dld not e:i;urisa0e &l1A~ 1ihe 11 at111:ie" vicP sf AIIM'Mll soch::ty 

,Cl.l.l.1d --i:>Q ree:l,aced 11)• a mote "• 11 0 :.tie" conee}'t:ior+.
1 

CornrT)uni sm t 1 ou'1ht of 

capitalism as slave y - - '~aked , shameless, direct crutal explo itati on 9 

but throuP,h modern capitalism the working- .an has .1chieved a freedom and 

a standard of livin~ unimapined in those days, and _lon5sed for &Mtl' today <lA.J-4..<.:,,_ 

b, the mill ions who ar living uncier c mmunist regimes where pressures are 

--?~1 /n 
,-.mountin~ for mor consumers goods/ fi bett .r housin~ and free~ c ntact 

ith the outside world. Conmunism h~s been movin~ steadily to the ri qht 

towards . tate ocialism, just as capitalism has been moving steadily to 

the left towards the ;elfar State . 

c- 'LC:..... 
That is why communist leaders today Imo c \; aaR so ins is tent about 

1-~ 
co-existence. Co-existencePis sound and fe~si l J&llul -- if this 

J 

fa·1s, all fails -- provided cow unism sincer ly resolves to contain 

itself and not tc seek xtcnsion into the fr e world through conspiratorial 

~ 
activitt or by force. The democratic world is prepared tom t comnrunism 

in free an<l open co~petition. It is the exten~ion of communism through 
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intrigue, under-mining and subversion that the free world fears and will 

resist to the utmo~t. The communist world cannot hav it both "ays , 

co-existence and world domin2tion . If it wish s to bury capitalism, as -
Khrushchav declared, it must do so 0 02-, by developin~ a wa • of life and 

a standard of livino at home w1 ic 1 wc•ulri 1 e so c;uperior and so app a ing 

that peo-,lcs everywhere wi 1 wan' to copy it., l:::iail;.'"fhe> free vorld caunot 

ar>ree to a co-existence w,ich {;Oes hand -in-hend "°,Jith an active incitem nt to 

class stru~~le, which see~<s to capita i.ze upon ever · incident of dis-

affecti o n or unhappiness existing anyw ere in the world . 11 social 

~~ v1·1w 
prol lems in the molern "orld can. e solved wit 

1-
ul resorting to class war . 

A 
I believe that our country, unter the new administration, is 

-l~~i_k 1 ~~ prepared to go much further in the d jrection of accommodation and ~ { _ ___:.,..l 

rltses s sty .a a way of 1 ivin~ togeth r in the same world with the communist 

bloc, ut it will not be hood~winked. It 
.ll 

not tolerate a surface co-

iJ-._ ~~- ,, /1 
over«- revolutionary un<lerground, a sLrategic retr at• sue 

:::-\. ~ v.., v '-' > -f-~~ ~-t.· c_L ~l,:~ ~ ~~7o~L<i~~~·::• __:/.r.~-"': 

uted in l • and similar temporary rev1s1onji It would 

6:.. 
gross miscalculntion on the p~rt of the Soviet leaders to tbink that our 

f-.. 
> 

country and the free world genera ly would allow itself to be beguiled • Utt, 

a---\. 
Sovie spokesmen c-nnot speak one way in Washington at th United ations, 

and another way in M0 scm . There must e a c mp lete abandonm nt in word an 

r-\c-.. cl,,_~ 
act of the ~ of the"perrnanent revolution•, ld,id, SQMUI leai••• &l''ii 

though 
s~.iil advoceting, but which, xkxB.:7k a failure in practice, has neverthel ss 

edevilled the relationships b-e~tt the East and QiMIII" West to this day . 

~~, ~- .. 
T e~e mu~t be no intervention on ~s. Poth sides mu. t abstain from 

~~. 
unfriendly acts and propo~anda. O ly a1thf 1 relations will make co-, 

extst~nce possihle . '11 
,. 
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There ar grave issues which exist between the two world groups but .._ 

thev can,ot be solved by war . War is no answer . Here again the ,ords of 

the Gre t Emancipator come forcibly to mind : "Suppose you o to war . /,.You 

cannot fight always and when after r1uch loss on both sides and no gain on 

ei her , you cease fi~hting, the icentical old questions as to th terms of 

intercourse are a ,~ain upon you" . ar toda, ould not only cau~e much lo s 

on ,o th sides an<l no qain for eit r, hut when t e cease fightina there may 

e no one left to renew the discussion of the old quest·ons and finrl ter s 

of interco rse. A strungle between the first an-:l second most powerful 

industrial countries of the world , each equipped with nuclear weapons , is 

vl/,~+~~-
horri le to comtemplate, but not 'mpossihle. ill the world listen to 

,, 

Li~coln •s admonition today? urn ti~n survived the Civil War , but can 

the world survive a globa] war with nuoleoil" ua■ p 111s mru- the vast, T ,, 

destruction potentials of our atomic age? 

The Americ~n government is not out to destroy communism wh re 

it presently e ists. The commun1sts must not attempt to destroy free 

govern11 nts or neutral ~ove:.rnm nts where they exist. It is the ext nsion of 

communism ·which threatens war. This may b come the irrepressihle conflict 
~ 

of t 1e twentieth century. Tlie danger today 1 i s with the d ~ 1a ti st and the 

doctrinnaire in both camps, wi 1-h the xtensi >nist't"at - all-costs . 
... iLb-

• hen Lincoln t-:as assassinat d , t;eor~e \ illiam ur ic:: wrote in 

Harper's \ice <ly : 

' 1e saw fat:trer and deeper t ,an others beca ise he sa\\~ t at in t 1 

trou led t'me upon w 'ch he Pas ca~t little c01 1d be wholly seen. r.:xperience 

so vindicated l is patriotic sap,acit that he acauired a cnrious ascendancy 

in the p lie confidence; sot a if ~ood m n dif~ered from his opinion 
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thev were i.ncl i ned to doubt their own. Principle was f i x ecl as a star, 

ut policy rnuc;t b e swaye>d , the curr n t. •1 • ~ mr1ny would h -ve dared .1 ., 

~ 

the - ierce fury of the ~a e Dnrl have s mk th ship at once, he knew that 

there WRs a t i me to stretch every inch of canvas and a ti.me to lav to . 

He i\•as not afraid of •drifting.' In statesmansrip prudence counts for 

mo r e tl1.:i.n ~ar i ng. Thus it hnppened U1~t s o who u~ged him at the 

beginning of the ~ar to tl1 boldest measures, and xcused what thy C6lled 

.is practical faithlessne ~s by his ?robable weakness, li d to feel the 

marrow of their bones melt with fear, and to beg him to solicit terms that 

wou ld have destroyed the nat·on. But wiser than passi n , more faithful than 

fut_; , serene i.n hi.t:: devotion to the equa rights of men without hich h 

knew '_here c 1ild henceforth be no peace in this country, he tranquilly 

persisted, endurin~ the imoat·ence o i: what seemed to some his painful 

delays and to others his l~wles s haste; and so, trusting God and his own 

true h eart, h ;. fulfilled his great task so we 1 l that he died ore tenderly 

lamented tl-ian any r1 11 er in h j story." 

nd wh t would at , er braham sav in 19 1 to the 1 0 1mg man in the 
l e t$ ..,~ ~ a.i, ovt,y~ J,tJ1 !-

r-:h it e Ho nse? rour urdens will be many a~d di ficult, as were rnine. M'ne 

were domestic problems which led to war. Yours wi ll he world-~,.dde prohJems 

w i ch must n t lPad to war. I couJd not alwa s see clearl for the mist 

~ 
and the fog wt j ch urrounded ~. n r wi 11 you. ut have faith in the 

people whom you have been called to lead, and in th ideals upon w,ich our 

countr, is founded. rinciple, hut open-minded, "Re firm and 
-+r,f-- ~-----+-::~~-==---

receptive and prudent on pGlicy . Lead in co1ra~e and ·n faith; and with 

malice tow1rds none and with charity for all , h lp to draw all nations 

/( 

closer to~ether in rother ood and pace. 




