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MY VISIT T0 THE SOVIET UNION - 1961 ( 

AB"RA HILLEL SILVER 

TJlE TE~PLE 

CL 1ET...A~D, Ql IO 

1 dear friends, these are not propitious times in which to report 

on a visit to the ~oviet l'nion. ~he internati0naJ weather is very foul at 

the moment. ',1hatever one savs is likelv to he misconstrued. 

T have visited the Soviet TTnion three tiMes since its fo11nding 

once in I cnf,, when the countr, was s1ow1v re-hui 1djng itself after the ravages 

of revnlution anr1 the chaos of civil war. 'rhat was l:-iefore the First Five-vear 

Plan had been launched, and hefore the forced collectivization of t~e peasant 

holdings had hegun. 1 was in °ussia again in 1Q35, on the eve of the bitter 

stru~~le within the Communist party, the notoriou puhlic trials and <;tal in's 

bloody purRes, which ushered in what has been aptly called the Years of Fear. 

When I visited Dussia for the t ird time last July, Stalin had been dead some 

eight years. The 'Iwentieth Con~ress of the Party had exposed nn<l down-graded 

him, and ~ussia, which had emerged victorious from the Second World War, was 

a recognized world power, second only to the Pnited States. 

On each occasion o f my visits, I saw a different ,ussia. So many 

thin~s changed during the intervals, changed outwardlv an<l chan~ed inwardly. 

'T'he basic text, of course, of the <;ovi~t ~overnment alwavs remained unchanged 

anrl sacrosanct. ,o did the fundamental socialist structure of the countrv. 
•' 

nut, like all sacred texts, life forced upon it many radical commentaries and 

interpretations to meet the exi~encies of chan~1ng cnnrli inns and the ln­

eluctahle facts of exnerience and reality. 
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t•e flew jnto 1ssia from ondon in a few 1...ours ,in a <:;oviet J'?t Plane 

actuc1lly , the ver_ plane on which uri Gaqarin , the ussian hero , who wa th 

fi r st human heinP, to orbit the glohe , had arrived in London that very morning 

for an official visit . Subsequently , all our tr~vels in the Sovi _t lnion were 

on these fast Soviet- 1,uilt planes which are as fine as any in the t-.•orld . 

re were lod~ed by the Intourist in an imposin~ new hotel in 1oscow; 

our room had a fine view of the oscow ~iver and of the city itself . Soviet 

hotels , the est of theri1 , wheth r in '1nscow , Lenj ngrad or Kiev, h Western 

standards are second-cl8ss. The service is slow , off - hand and , on occasion, 

non- existent . 'rhe menus in the dining rooms promic;e manv interestin~ items , 

hut on1v a few oft em are, unfortunatelv , availahle . 'Rut the tourist gt 

enou~h food , even thou~h the choice is I imi ted . 

"e were intri9;ued to find that t e otel lo is , wherever we went , 

and tre dinin~ rooms were full of isit•n~ Asian and Africans , man, of tre~ in 

t eir native dress. nme 0f t m were embers of visit in~ theatrical ~roups 

and danc·no- ';rOur"'s , others hel n~ed to <lelegat\ons who had een invited as 

guests of the o 1·et TTnion . 'rhe Soviet tTni n activelv c 1ltivat es these visitors 

and guests from Africa and Asia . 'rhere is no color line in the oviet nion . 

African di~nitaries are not subjected to the humiJiatin~ experiences that some 

of them h8ve exper'ienced in the hotels .'."I nd r estaurants of our own country . 

The ussians do not miss a trick to win t e good -will of all the dark races 

of the ear t h . 

~e spent three weeks in 1-u sia , principctll_, in its three lc1rgest 

cities, Moscow , eningrad and Kiev, and their environs . Of course , these three 

cities do not represent the whole of ~ussia . In a sense , they are its sow­

ca~es and its best sup lied area . 'T'h re are p rts of the Soviet llni n which 

ar out- of - hounds for foreigners . 'T'lis is especiallv true of the villages and 
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small towns w ich h ~ ' - not y~t h~en readied for tourist i s p ction and wh ich 

ha•e re'Tl;:iined verv much whr1t t1,e, were in Tzar is davs -- n c:;ide - walks , no 

pa ements , deen 111Ud An<l tunit. 1 e-down hove 1 s , a I tt"iou,..rh thev ha ,e a 1 l unrlergone 

a mctrked cultural an-1 soc la l revnlut i '"'n s i nee those d;:tvs. -rhere wer manv th i nqs 

in the Soviet llni(')n wh·ch we d "d not see , and no state c;ecrets , I assure ,ou , 

were revealed to us . The· tell the storv of a Puc;sian who insulted some hi~h 

~oviet official by calling him an idiot . He was promntlv arrested and fined 

twent, - one rubles; one ruble for insu ltinR a public official and twenty rubles 

for revealin~ a state secret .... -rhere is much in 1uc:;sia that the <;oviet Pnion 

is not rad, to boas t about, and much trat it boasts about that is not entirely 

so . ~ut, if vour eyes and ears are open , and vour heart is not filled with 

pre·u ice, and if you did not go there just to prove a point , a nd to exclude 

all el se which oes not fit in with _rour pre- cone ived notions , you wi 1 learn 

much -- very much -- 8hout thi~ startlin~l ifferent , challen~ing and exciting 

new world and a new w~y of life w ich hDve hrou~ht the whole of mankind to new 

cross - roa1s of dec;tinv . 

T,Tere we spied upon when we were in nuc;c;ia" I have frequentlv 1'e n 

a ked that question since TT'V return . nere a~ents looJ.rino over 011r shou'lders? 

10 , we were not aware of reing followed or of ein~ spied u on . e used ~uides 

whenev er we wanted to ~o to nlaces or needed i.nter reters , hut we did 11ot have 

to ta~e them alon~ . y~e cnuld look ahout for ourselves an did look a out hv 

ourselves , without guides . re walled the streets freelv , t atched t~e people 

at w rk and at nla , aw how they were dressed , entered the shops and stores , 

saw wha t peoole were bu ing and what they were paying for their purchases and 

the quality of the merchand i se . •e wen t to concerts and theatr s , sports arenas 

and cinemas , cu l tural an recreat ion parks and libr aries , al l by ours Ives . 
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r-1e saw the small out - door markets and w at i ouc;e -wives were carrying home for 

their family dinners . lJe saw open- air bonk stalls and what p ople were buyin~ 

and reading . F.ven when we vi~ited a ~tate farm , or a pioneeer camp , or a huP,e 

factory and were taken by t e dir ctor on a tour of inspection anrl listened to 

his explanations, an ➔ the answers which he ~a,e to our questi0ns, we co1ld always 

check an~ re- check on the inforTTl~tion Which we received . No one needs to , e taken 

in if he bears in mind that whAt he hears is never the entire stor , ano what he 

s es is not a 1 th~t there is to he seen . nn the other hand , v0u quic~ly reqli ze 

that ;:ill a out v0u are tm'11istalrarile evidences of real ar:"'ieveTT1ent and of great 

construction . ou feel the r,ulse of a dvnarnic Pnd intelliP,ent eople at work , 

and v0u see hm-.1 thev are earnPstlv experimenting , n0t onlv t,1ith new techniques of 

production, hut also with radicallv new social progr sand ideas . 

In the c ities which e visited , the constructinn of buildings , apartment 

houses , sc1.,ools, factories , hospitals , sports palaces , new streets and th widening 

of old streets wa~ going on at a remarkable pace . Gigantic hoisting crane and 

tractors \.,ere everywhere in sight and I was told by reliahle informants -- many 

of them Americans an~ Europeans who had visited other parts of Russia - - th~t this 

was true of oth r regions in the Soviet lni n , as well , where n w industrial cities 

an~ vast industrial projects were being built , espec i a 1 ly in Siheria , wh0se l imit ­

less mineral and \,;ater resources were being huilt, and systematically and rapidlv 

developed . The~e may e taken as facts . t ether th e ovi e t Inion is out - matchin~ 

the llnited <;tares in tris or t, ·, t field of production , in steel, or meat , or milk , 

is reallv of little importance except to ussian propoganda , hut the ach ie e~ents 

are ver imprec; 1'1 e in themse 1 es . r'\i l product ion has ri en in nuc;s ia from 

A out one - fifth to ahout one- half oft at ft e Tni ed ta es in a few vears . 



~teel production has increased bv se •entv nercent tn sixtv- five million tons . 

nd wr i le 0 uc.s i an '"lro~ress in other fie 1 ds of i ndus trv h;is nnt heen fl S m<1rked 

ussia , for examryle , pro uces fewer cars in a y enr than the T nited St~tes does 

in a week -- nevertheless , its total industrial out - put is risin~ sharply every 

year . The 0 overnment is deliberately concentrating on the production of heavy 

indu ~try at the expense of light industr y and concentrating on its military 

establishment , and this h~s heen responsih l e for certain marked imbalances . 

~ut it is clear to an observer , thrtt industrially , Russia is definitely on the 

march. \hen one recalls that only a few decades ago this country und r the 

Tzars was ei~ht, p rcent ~uzhik - peasant , and that it i now the second mos t 

industrialized country in the world , the transformation must re viewed as truly 

remarkable . 

()ne co,ld s peculate, of course, wh-=th r as much or more could not 

have heen accomplished in fort - four years hy a pro~ressive and ~eMocratic 

government without the costly and tragic social upheavals wh·ch took place unrler 

comrnuni sm . ut ~ such idle speculation h lon~s tot o~e intriguin~ Rnd un-

anc;werahle "ifs' with wh "ch J,istorv ahoun s . 

The no,iet has nnt een equa 1 lv successful in its agriculture. Its 

collectivized far~s and its state -operated farms , for whose estahlishment so 

much of peasant blood was s illed , ani such an appalling price in human suffering 

was paid - - fur million Kulaks , that is , the richer peasants , were either 

liquidated in the process or exiled , and millions more of peasants perished 

from famine in the course of their violent resistance to collectivization -- I 

say that these farms for which such c stly price was paid ar not fulfilling the 

hi~h hops which were entertained for th m. Here Communism ay be facin~ its 
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~r atest defeats . ith one- half of its 00 ulation on t land , "1c;sia scarcelv 

raises en u~ food to feed its peoole ~nan 8dequate diet . Te 'nited ~ ates , 

with far fewer peon e wor~ing on the farms , produces u 0 e surpluses . 

he Pussian pPoole one s~es on h streets in the 1 rge cities App ear 

to e hetter dr~c;sed anrl )ett r shod than efore -- than w e n T sa~ th m efore . 

he s oo windo"'~s on ~orky Street , "'"'scow ' s mc1in thoroue;hfare , or on the ma·n 

streets of anv oth f.:' r lan~e citv now ca er tote univ rsa l feminine love :,f c;t, le 

and ele~ance. T1E ~ussian oeopl are not a,,erse or disdainful of the m~terial 

thin~s of J if which tJ e, '-n::>w to exist far more plentifullv in ca,..,ital ist societ , . 

The , th mse 1 ves, wou 1 d 1 i ke to h:w 'l10re f them, and th • governm nt is in-

cr nsin~ly under pressure to provide mor an more of con~umer • good which are 

still very scarce in ~ussi and of inferior guality , and v ry highly priced . I 

was told that the_, are somewhat ore pl ent if u 1 oday t an they were before and 

chec1p r than before hut o-r at h rtA~es still e ·st in many essential commodities . 

Thi.:; story q,a kes t he rounds i n the C,oviet Hni o n: St . ?etcr asked Stalin, " which 

hell wo11 d you like to ~o tn wh n you die -- t-hc communist or the capitalist?" 

'The co . unist , h, all m Ans, " replied Stalin. I ' m su.,.. there wi l al,1a•s he a 

horta~e of fuel th re . ' 

The hous ing probl m is very severe . anv ouqes were destro•ed du ing 

the war . he hi~ citi. s h.~ve r ceiv ,-d an enormous influx of peo)le from the 

coun ry . ' ·'hi 1 e many new apartm nt use are i 1 n~ c mstrucr-ed nnual l , , in a 

crash- housing proara'Tl, th , ha , nnt m t the demand hu anv means. 1' e a , -;, raoe 

arni ly must 11 ,e in ne r o , t1-,e size 0f a sma 1 hed - room, and rnust share kitchen 

and ~ath - r om f qciliti~s wit fnur , fi v e or ix o t her fa ilies livjng on the same 
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floor . Some m)re fortunat fam·lies have a one - room flat with a small kitchen 

and bath - room all to themselve. They are t .e more fortunate . Somewhat more 

enerous provisi~>ns are made for important pub l ic officials , specialists , manag r, 

artists and others belon~in~ to the new elite . Some of these people ven have 

sI all su•r;mer cottav,es , dach s , in the country . J\ut, private homes , even very 

mode t homes, such as are enjoyed hy ini 11 ions of our people in Lhe cities , tm n, 

and villages of America , are practically non- xistent in the Soviet Lnion. 

The standard of livin~ in "ussia is below that of th W st and con­

c;iierably helo-1 th,1t of the T ni ed <,tates . ~ a~es are ]ow. The avera,,e wa~e is 

. twc.en i~hty and ninety new ruble ~ "1onth - - ,q out ~100 . Som receive more 

sclenti~ts , writers , profeqsors , aca<lemicinn~ . ~n acarlemicinn mav receive a 

bi~h as ~2 00 am nth , along witl, ot:her perquisit s . • a~e in ussia are seal d 

in fi ed cateoories . ot all O 1ss·ans r ceive th . me oav . 'Dut the avera~e waPe , 

e, n for the sl,f 1 lPd work r. , is lo , hv our st ndards. 'Dut rents ar.e cheap 

verv cheap - - six ors ven ruhles a nn t h , inclurling utilities. 00d can had 

in factorv canteens\•:' icl, , while lan an, rath r onotonous , is not hi~h . 1ed ic 1 , 

h r>ital an1 dental care are free . J.:ducation is free for al l childr n all tht way 

throuS?;h co leRe . :orkers ~et paid vacations and old - age pensions . The fRctor, 

whQre a man work , and w ich functions sometl- ing like a self - contained community , 

the large factories provide him with many cultural and r creational facilities 

free - of - char?,e , or at verr low cost . So th~t on ~ mana~e , es pec i ally if there 

is more than on earner in the family. The wife woks , the son an<l cau~hter work 

alon~ wi t h the family . us ians do not feel the ne d to save for a rainy day , 

for sickness, o l d a~e , or for th education of th ir c ildren . Thy njoy a sort 

of" cradle to ~rave' secur it -- minimal a it is . If the, sa e , as many of them 



do, it is for s met'dng soecial hat thev want to huy -- a piece nf furnitur, 

a new su!t of clothes, for travel or for a television set . Televisi~n sets 

are verv popular in the bi<>: cities of Pussia. 

·omen en;oy equal status with men. Thev shar.e in all thin~s, .ven in hard 

physical labor. t,'e were unpleasantlv inipressed with the sight of women carrying 

heavy loads and lavin~ bricks in constructi0n work , wieldin~ pick and shovel 

on the hi~hways, sweepin~ the streets, loading and unloading freight. \ e were 

told that they work even in mines and in all branches of heavy industry. These 

women are evidently attracted by what the j hs pay. Official discouragement of 

the prActice is only half-hearted. There is a shorta~e of workers in ussia, 

due to the reAt man-power losses sustained in l orld War II; also, the out -put 

per • ussian wo ... ker is we 1 hehind th~ t of an Am rican worker. 1 omen are wanted 

in indu~try. nn the ot er hand, all careers are open tow men. One-t ird of 

all the members of the har, an<l forty percent of. the iud~es are women. Thousands 

of wo~ n are <lirectors of in~ustrv an Ar experts. nf the three hundr d and 

sixty t ousand physicians of the country , three hundred tro11sanrl are women. 

•'omen are not as lar~ely represen ed in pol 1 tics or government. 

I want to sav a word ahnut the fa~ilv in "ussia. The fa 1il, is heing 

steadilv re-instated in its traditional status. 'l'he Cnrmm.mic;ts, you w1 1 recall. 

were ori~inally hostile to it a'1d cnnte, ptuousl, referred to it as the bourgeois 

familv. The C0rnrnunist ~anifesto of 1848. which is their family Pible, disparaged 

the family: "0n what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois farni. ly 

based? On capital, on private gain. The bourgeois family will vanish as a matt~ 

of course with the vanisl:ing of capital." Fut here, too, as in so many other 

things, arl .arx is beim~ proved wrong! The ussian commuhists, h n they first 
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came to power , did proceed to act on the '1arxian ac;suMpti )n that the fa 1nily 

was a relic of t',e past . o c,)uole was required to regist r their marria~e . 

They separated whenever the wan ed . hen a marriage was registered , eith r 

party could un- register it by sendin~ a postal - card . Divorce was free and easy . 

\ ortion was widel practiced . 5ex- continence was li~htly held . Rut the 

facts of life forced a dra tic chan~e upon the communists - - upon the communist 

government - - in its attitude . A sharp reversal set in . Todav the famil, is 

again n0t only ap oved b 1t acclaimed . . tarria~e is now surrounded with official 

ceremony, even if the ceremony is secular in character and not religious . 

ivorce has been made difficult bv numerous legal restricti ns. Ahortion is 

banned, ani sex laxit,, ic; frownPd upon . It ·c; verv interesting th~t the con­

ventional moralitv of thP present ~ene-ratLn of 0 uqsians wou 1 d compRre favor;\ 1 

witr t1".::it nf tl-ie nest in nearly all th1ngs, i c 11 . •ng their literature . 'T'he 

0 ussian nn ,el is fre e of the sex exh"hitionjs nf so manv c nternoorary ~merican 

anri c0ntinental nrwels and t, is is true of ~nssian movies as well . One is alc:;o 

i~ryre sed with the c,nventi0nal dress of the young neonle 

a d no s , ,rts . 

no slacks . no ieans, 

~e were grea t ly impressed with the vouth of the people whom we saw on 

the streets , in the parks , the shops, theatres , factories anri farms . "Where are 

the older people~• , we asked . ~an, of the~, we were told , had been ki l led off 

in the Har - - more t n twenty million were l illed in the l ast war -- many more 

had died of disease or s t arvation . It is the youth who now domi nate the Russian 

scene . And many of them are crowding into the sc ools and univ ersities , ea~er 

to b come scientists and en~ine rs , technicians and t a chers . Th_re i s a ~reat 

hunge r amon~ them for educcttion . The ~overnment is encourag·ng them in every 

wa . The 00 1er ment i5 particular! to be credited with practica~ly wipin~ out 



illiteracy in a countrv where seventy percent nf the peasants were Illiterate . 

The government is ea~er to rai~e a generati1n of men and women who will he 

trained in all branches of science. Whi le not ne~lecting the humanities and 

the arts, educ ,:i ti n is slanted tow:' rds the natural sciences an<l technology. 

We visited the ~reat Universitv of Moscow with its twelve departments, housed 

in thirty-seven buildings. There are nearly six thousand dormitory rooms for 

students at the lTniversity. The standards and academic disciplines are high and 

exacting, we were told, althouqh the subjects which are taught, I believe, 

especially the social sciences, are frequently slanted to conform with communist 

ideoJogy and Party interests. The c;cholar and re search student is not free to 

arrive at independent conclusi rms wh'ch deviate from the Party line. The 

University of lvfoscow has a student boriy of more thAn twenty tliousand c\nd thev 

c me from fiftv-seven n.::,tionalities i.tside and 0utsi• e of the t1.c;.c;.q. There 

are many such universiti-s, smaller in c;ize, oF cnurse, thro11~hout the Hnion -­

not nearly as manv as in tl--..e 'nited ~tatr>s, hut b1prec;sive, verv impressive for 

'tudents who p.qss tr e r i ~orous entrance exami nA ti on are not required 

to pav any tuition fee. On the contrar• , tl-iev are given sma11 stipends while 

the• · are studving, ac:; well as free boal'.'d and lodgin~. Tre ~oviet government 

has lavished, and is lavishin~ tremendous sunis of money UT')On its scientific 

academies and its scientists. The results are now clearly evident in the 

country's amazing achievements in outer space, in rocketry and in its industrial 

progress ~enerally. 

The re~ime in Russia is hostile to religion. Its leaders boastfully 

avow their atheism. They do not seem to he as rabid and groc.s in their oppositi n 

as formerly, but everything that the ;overnmen can do to eradicate it from 

among the people, sort of comnletely closing down all places of pu lie worship, 
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is one . , 1hl;c worship is pe rmitted , hut t e num er of c~urches , mosques and 

svna~ogues has reen dr<1c;tic;:d 1y reduced, un ➔er nne pretext or anotl-,er . The noblest 

of the church edifices , like St-. B~sil ' s Cathedral in n scow•s Qed Square , and 

the T c;pensky r:a th
1

yed)1l , hn 1e h en turned into 1,..e1Jms . So has St . Isa;ics "ltl-.edral 

in TeninP,rad , the third lar~es t int e world , an<l he Y azan Church which is nCM 

a museum of r e li<;i ,..., n, or rctther of a ti - religion ctnd atheism, anrl tlie fa..,.,ous 

Sofiskv Cathedral in Kiev . ~an,, un-used churches are being carefully restored 

to preqerve the~ for their artistic and historic value. 0u see their gilded 

onion- shaped domes , newly covered over with bright gold , ~lis t ening in the sun . 

his s 1 011 Jd not , however , lead any one to the conclusion thc1t the u ~sian com­

rrrunists have repented , and are changi~ their views on c urch and re ie;ion . 

They are not. All religious instruction is still strictly forhidden , except 

where a parent t eaches his own child . Thie; ha b en oin~ on for n~re than forty 

years -- so th.'.'\t the present generati on of us sian has ~rown up not alone without 

any positive reli?.ious instructi:-,n , ut with an hostile or negative attitude 

towards reli~i n w ich thev received at sch0ol . The book least rad or known in 

0 us a is the ~ i le . 

r-. e attended services in a (;reek () thodox Church on a c;undav mo r ni n~ in 

o cow . It was crowded with s0Me fifteen hundred peoole . They stood closely 

pacl<ed ahd reverentl joined in he chants f the eautiful and colorful ritual . 

Je saw nracticall no voun~ pen le a nno the . Int e even i n~ nf th same dav , 

we at ten ed a Raptis t service . l-tere a a in , the church as nacked; anrl the service 

of song , praver and c:;er on was ver , imT1rec:;sive . There t-1ere some 011n~ peo . le to 

e seen in t•..,·s c ~reo-at· n. Rut , hear·n~ in i nd the aucit, of church es 

w ich are stt 1 1 func t i ning in these citi s of millions of inha itants , the 

num er of WO!'.' hippers in thee c urch s should not misl ad anyone . The relentless 
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anti - reli~ious indoctrination wi ich the children and 1oung people are receiving , 

and the fact that church attendance is def initel: not a ,..ecomrnendl1ti m for ad ­

vancement anywhere , ut a sharp liability , makes one feel that the future of the 

church , the ~osque an<l e synag P,ue in the P . t:; . S . 'R. . is dismal indeed . ut 

rel:i~ion in the past has shown r markahle recuperative powers under the most 

unfavora le c 11ndit'ons . The deep mystic faith which is a heritaP,e of the Russitn 

p opl mnv yet break throtH~h the shacl<les of tre present time . 

I attended Sal hath orni n~ c:.ervi ce in the '.fnc:.cow <;vna~o _ue in the c m any 

of t e Israeli mrac:;sarlor to th 1 • • s . n . 'lere , too , t e ~vna Q,ogue was filled -­

hut ag;ajn with elderlv p ople . 'l't,e c;ervice was i n ec:;sive . "T' ere ,;.•a~ a P,ood 

cantor. I Wc\s honored h 1 ein~ Q,iven "1aftir' ' , and Tc n1ed inmiortal words of 

the oro het Tsai.ah in a lan ,.1 ich w.9s resolved to ai-e peonle forget t em . ()nlv 

1-:,s nne s 1 na9;02;ue , an<l tw other erv s 11 a rl ilapi ated '' ate 1·drah" , like 

t ns which used to exist in t1'e " htedtel" Ion~ a~o in ~astern ~urooe, exist in 

the whole of \.1nscow , a ci tv where li ,e close to half - mill ion Jews. J- _re is ohly 

one s:na~ogue in Leningrad -- a cit~, of thre hundred t housc1nd Jews; anrl on in 

Yiev -- a c i. tv with over one hundred thousand Jew. . On the wrouP,ht - iron gates of 

the ,eautiful synagogue of Leninorad , which \\' as buil t before the "evolutidn , one 

can till readt 

the Be brew fnscri pt i m from Psalm 90 : " eturn , O Lord I Pow long?" ~akes us 

~lad for as many days ~s Thou has aff icted us , for as many years as we have 

5een evil . " .here seemed to besom t - ing of a hope , a wistful prayer and a 

prophecy in these words •..• 
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No instruction in Judais'Tl, in .Tewis ristorv or literature, in Pehref.,J 

or viddish is allowed anywhere in the <:;oviet T nion. A s al 1 VeshivAh was recently 

ooened un er the supervision of the 10 sc0w Darhi to train rahbinical functionaries 

for the Jewish cornrruni ties () f the TTni 0n. <::ome ten students are enrol led. Hebrew 

prayer-books, Pi bles and other ritual objects, such as c;crol ls of the Law and 

Hebrew C"lendars , are very scarce. The Soviet ~ov rnment has not per1vit ted the 

printing of Hebrew books . 

As individuals, Jews hAve equal rights in the U.S.S . R. with all other 

citizens. It would be untrue, however , to say that all anti - Semitism has been 

eradicated there. This t.,;ould be a Utopian assumption even for the United Stf!tes. 

c.,ses of <liscrimination hav e occurred and do o ccur. Officially, anti-Semitism 

is outlawed in the u . s.c; .. , but practice , as we all know, does not always keep 

pace with what is written in the statute books . A ti-Semitism in Russia has had 

a lon~ and dark history and the Octoher ~evoluti on did not uproot it. The urbanized 

status of Russian Jews and their concentration in the lar~e cities , their dispro­

portionate numbers in the professions and key-positi ons , their very ability , hflve 

aroused , ~s was the cAse so of.ten in the ~-e~ t, competition and antaQ;onism, 

especially a!Tlong the new generation of ~ussians who are now trained and qualified 

As thev had not been previ nslv -- for the nosi.ti ons which Jews~ corne to occupy . 

Human nature has not chan~ed much here any more than elsewhere . I was told that 

~ussian Jews are bein~ steadilv pushed out of positions in the top governing bodies 

of tre State anr! the Central Committee of the Communist Party , the iq;her echelons 

of the ,ed Army , the diplomatic services , and the hi ~her bracke t s of academic 

pY"ofessions and plant management . 
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The conscience of the Russian intelligenzia on the manifestations of 

anti-Semitism in their midst seems to he troubled . Recently, th eminent voung 

~uss ian poet , Yevgeny Yevtushenko, published an eloquent poem, ca led "'Ra i Yar" 

in th organ of the Soviet •1riters " tTnion. Rabi var is the ghastlv ravine outside 

Yiev where forty t 1-.ousan Jews -- men, women and children -- were slau~htered b 

the ~azis and their 'kranian collabora _ rs in the la~t war. Ti ~ ann a~ , in the 

'QuRs ian government wc15 ~ c:;lq·,d anrl did pro.-y"tise to erect a monument at ~ahi "ar to 

these Jewi h rict ims. r>ut nn th· ng was done . 'Rahi var is neglected and for a ken . 

The Jew i c;h riead have no mcmor ia J • Vevtushenvo , in his poem, laments t is tra~ic 

ne~lect , for he sees in it evidence of anti - Semitism, the sa~ e anti - Se~itism which 

has pla~ued mankind throu~h the centuries , an which , he had hoped , w uld never rise 

again in his beloved cou trv , the 'internEttio al" tTnion of the uc;sian peo le . 

I do not know how widespread this type f anti-Semitism actually is in 

the n.s . s .~. today . Its existence i vigorous y deni d by the government . Bu t, 

cultural and reli~ious discriminations directed a~ainst the Jewish nationality group, 

as such, is certainly beim; practiced. The fundamental la of the .S.S . R. ~rants 

cultural autonomy and equality to all na tionality groups . Thy have a right to 

their own language, sc1ools, press and other cultural activities. This has een 

one of the honorable and proud boasts of th Soviet tnion. The Jewish group is 

recognized a s a natb1nality . Every Jew in tre <;oviet tTnion is required to indicate 

on his internal passport that re is a Jew -- just as every TTkranian i . required 

to indic~te tha t he is a Jkranian , ~nrl every r.oergian th the is a r.eorgian . ut, 

unlike all the ot Pr nati 0nality groups in the Pnion , and t re are mc\n, the 

Jewish ~roup en·o., n "'\ ne of the ri~hts of the c; e natinnalities . 
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'P.eca 1 1se it is an extra- territorial community , so to speak , not centered 

in any one territory or region of the Pnion , it hRs een rlenjed these rights. 

Those who wiqh or wished to enjoy such ri~½ts , it is ar~ued hy thp apolo~ists of 

the re~ime , shnulri , or should ave riii~rated to thP autonomous Jewish region of 

~irohidjan in Pastern Siberia , whi-ch the "'oviet estr-1l->lisred. This c=rrp,ument, of 

course , ignores the historic real· ties of the Jewish ryosi t ion in nus~ia. Jews, 

thou~h widely scattered over the countrv , alwa,1 s c o nstituted a separate , ethnic 

and cultural group in °ussia wl--i.ch , even in the darkest da_1s of the Tz~rs , were 

free to exercise their reli~i.on , anc free to teach and develop their own Hebrew 

an~ Yiddis~ culture. The argument also overlooks the fiasco of Birobidjan which 

should have been foreseen . !' or were the motives which p'.'.'ompted the Soviet 

authorities in 1927 to set up Rirobidj an as an autonomous Jewish region, bound up 

with the thought of stamping out Jewish cultural activities in a 1 other parts 

of the c:;ovi et 1_lnion where Jews wnu d re a in in considerable numbers . 

Under Lenin, and for a time t,er _after , Jewish nati onality rights were 

not onJy reco~nized, hut encoura~ed . rhe teaching of viddis~ and Bebrew wa~ no t 

interdicted . There w;.:. s a Yiddish pre8s .Jnd a Yiddish and Hebrew theatre , and in 

localities wl--ere Jews were predominant , there were Jewish So~ iets and courts of 

law whose hu~iness was conducted in Vi1dish . Th ere were Vi~dish schools attended 

by tens of thousands of Jew.;sh children . TTn-!er ~talin, these rights were brutally 

a~rogated and a campa.ig;n of nerc;ecution set in . All V;ddish schoo ls and cultural 

i.nstittttions t.;ere 0utlawed . Vfrldish writers were liquidated . 'vl'anv ohs t ancles 

were olaced in tre wav of Jews who wished to practice thei.r religion . 
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~-lith the death of Stalin an-i his official downgrclding , at tre Twentieth 

Pa tv Con~ress in 1956 , the situation eased somewhat . V;~dish writers who ha 

hee executed durin~ the c;talin terror have been posthumously r - instated, and 

some of their works have been recent 1 , pu 1 i shed . Some \)f the works of Sholom 

Aleichem, Mendele Mocher Seforim and I . . . Peretz have a so been pufulished. I 

purchased in the principal book - shop of ·10 scow a volume of the Selected -lorks of 

the noted 'iddish writer, David 'Rer~elson, who had heen liquidated under Stalin . 

It was puhl ished this year . Also , a v , lume of the poetry by the irldish po t, 

Asher Schwartzman, who died on the field of battle fighting as an officer in th 

~ed Army . A few mnnths ago , the very fi~st Yiddish perjodical since 1948, a hi ­

monthly literary review , made its app arance in ~0 scow . 

~ut much still remains to he correct d . In r cent months , juding by the 

" 
public press , the inci ents of repression see ave increased . I had occasion 

to discus these ma t ters at gr at length with so e important Soviet officials . 

Tn ur~ing u on these offic as of the <;ta e CoTT!l'T'!ittee for Cu1tura elati")ns w·th 

F'ore1~n Countries , th e ~inistrv of t:'orei~n ,F airs , and ot ers, t at a c""am~e in 

the attittde of their government to,rnrds the cultural ri~rts oft e J wish 

nati nalitv S?;roup as in order , T drew attentir,n to the i nner contradictlon which 

existed in their countrv , wher the works of Yiddish writers were being puhlished , 

but ,oung Jews were not per itted to learn the langua~e in order to be able t o read 

those books! i-.hy were they doing it? Why were the determined to consign to 

ultimate death the culture of this nationality group within the Sovi t nion? 

It was not part of the basic philosophy of communism . Lenin certainly did no t 

ap rove of it . I further more drew tl eir attention to the illogic of permitting 

services in Hehfew in the S na~ogue and yet makin~ it impossihle for Jewish childre n 
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to learn Hebrew, so that the_, would be able to understand the prayers. -low would 

a knowled~e of Hebrew endan~er the communist re~ime? Why sho ·1 d not t'1e Jews of 

'Russia enjoy the same nc1tionality rights as do all oth r nati nalities -- no --r.ore 

and no less? C:ertainly, they do not wish to ~i e t e world the impression that 

there exi ts a Jewish problem in the Soviet T nion as there existed in the davs of 

t~e Tzars! I received the official Party line answers. o communist is ver sort 

of an answer . Rut, I got the i pressi~ns that these answers were P.;iven without 

much corwiction. I P.;Ot the impression that fur t her serious con~i,Je.,...ati )n is being 

given to thi~ matter in the circles of tre Part,. 

I am inclined to the helief that further orogress in the direction of 

~rantin~ the Jewish minority in the Soviet TTninn tl--.e c:,c:1nie cultural and religious 

c:onsiderations wliich are accorded all other natinna'ity an reli~ious ~roups can 

still e made, ~iven a friend v Rnd insistent w rld Jewi~h opinion. 

I do not be ieve that ui::;sian Jewry sl1t')uld be written off . It is true 

that man Jews in usqia ha, assi~ilated in the past forty vears, h~vin~ been 

denied Jewish cultural and relig;ious educatinn, anc h~vin~ been cut off from 

C)ntact with world Jewry. In some instances, this assimilation was self-w'lled 

and quite ea~er. ut, many other Jews ha e retained an unshaken racial lovalty 

and an historic attachment, which though not vocal, are nevertheless strong and 

un-mistakable. Manv of them A.re p orly inf 1rmed ahnut Jewjsh life abroad. They 

have been isolated so lon~. ut they "ere eager to hear ah ut Jewish life in 

America, and especia 1 ly in Israel. Thev kindle at the ver, mention of Israel. 

hen news so ehow reached t e~ of the rocket wrich the Israeli had sent up, the 
.... 

sharv t -- comet -- thev ~reeted eac oth r in the Syna~o~ues on Shahhos wi h 



meaningful tvfazel Tov . 1e were in '0scow during an In rnati ~al i lm '7estival . 

Israel also exhi ited . The e,enin~ wen tlie Israeli film was sh,..,wn 

docurr,entarv ::t~out the orr,s;~r ss anri <level oment of the countr, - - crowd of 

Jews 'Tii l led ar und the lc1r~e Cinema , thousan s co11ld not ~ S) t in , t • cket had al 1 

heen S)ld out far in Ad 1ance and at a nremium. Insi · e the hall , the viewers 

cheered and anplauded and wept .... Last year on 5imchas Torah Eve -· the es ·val 

of the ~ejoicing w·th the Law - - in the street before the 5•na~ogue in L ningrad , 

thou and of Je s, many of them youn~ Jews , danced and sang •... 

There is still an un-e tin~uisred spark of Jewish lovalty amnng many of 

the three million Jews of the Sov·et 1 nion which some day may yet burst forth 

into the bri~rtness fa new day ..•• 

r hat do the Pus ian peorle really think of us? \Tell , th jy are as confused 

a we are a out them . I am not now speaki ~ • t e·r government officials and 

spokesmen . These nAtura l fol 1.ow t)e official P~rty 1 ine. Thev turn on the 

s i~ot of praise or denuncic1tlon, frowns or smiles as the political mo~ent 

~ictates . Thev are only a ternoorRrv ~Arometer . Their endless rropo~Rnda hac; 

undoubtedly inf-luenced t e mac;ses oft e Puss·an penr>le , ut not t0 the point 

of automatic acceptance of all that ic; tol then . 0t al 1 of t em are quite 

th,t ~ullihle . ot al J of tr-em, r, anv mean. , are c>rsuaded that tl"'e rr,erican 

worleers li ,e in slums and on the hrink of starvation, or that a 1 l \rner,cans ar 

race=oh c;sed , or thn t our peon le h-ite uc;s i a and want war . 0n the C1)ntrary , 

they seem to like r mericans . T ~• are ver• friend y to ,merican visitors . 

They harbor , I belie e , a secret admirc1tion for the ~r t" at achievements of our 

country . Thev would like to do as wel , tf not better . Mr . Khrushchev cun­

ningly pla s upon tis string. The k w th1t the nited States ha n _ver be n 
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at war with ~uc;sia, except in the brief Arc½angel episode . so~e of them 

recall the ~enerous aid whi _h me.-ica ext nd d to th ir starvinP, m· llions 

fo lowino t},e Fir. t Horld war· the_r r rn er that we wer the i ~ countr_ ' s a 1 ly 

in the lac;t Par. 11, v welc me moc;t enthusia tic, lly our artists and cultural 

emi~saries, as we do theirs. The• want to live in peace and fri ndship wit~ us . 
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The people tow om I spoke , men and worn n in all walk \ f life , 

acadeMicians , professional people , directnrs of nctnries and collective far s , 

an worl•in~ people ~2ne·ra l Iv , all exprec;sed a moc:;t arn st hope for pe;1ce . P ace 

seemed to he on everyone•s lips . Thev ~ ~ow war , Ear m0re intima elv an<l t ragica l ly 

t½an we dn. nu fi~htin~ front in he la5t war wa t ousa ds of m"les removed 

from our homes . Their homes , and towns , ci~ies and villages were th actual 

battle- ~rounds . !vfanv of them were laid in ruins in the last war. l{ussia lost 

over twenty million people . In Leningrad alone , six hundred thousand men , women 

and children starved to death during the dreadful siege of a thousand days . So 

the ~ussiRns are v cr _, sincere when thy taJk about peace and peaceful co - xistence 

~ith t e rest of the world. Their countrJ has not et recovered from the appal l i g 

ravages of the last war . he, want ye rs of quiet int 1,ich t, re - uild, in which 

to raise their low standard of livin~, in whic to i 'I! tl eir children a auieter 

and haopier li[e than was t eir lot . 

T eir leaders also want pcctce and co- existence with the non- communi t 

world , but trey h~ve not ful_ly t ou~ht throuqh the implicationc; of co- xistence 

in terms of self -restraint which t ev rm.ist come to exercise in forei~n affairs , 

in terms of not fosterin~ communjst penetration in other countries in the gui se of 

encouragin~ so -cal ed mo,ements of nati , nal lihPratinn. s T told one oft e 

leadin acaciernicians in ~uc;sia: "You cannot ask for en-existence a,id in he same 

hre~th talk oF hurvi.n~ caoitalism. " 

1'ut t e ussian eople , to ·whom I snoke , howe' r friendl disno ed 

towards us , a e confused. hev c,1nnot unrler . t and us. ~-lhy does t - Pni ted States 

insist on re-arming and re-uniti.ng r;ermany , their former deadly enemy , And ours " 

Can these ex- 'azis , who rava 0 ed th world just a few slort years ago , n~v be 

trusted , and s l)ll d th y 1)w be re - armed to pre er e the peace of th world? 



.;hy d i d tl e 'ni ed States send t~e TT- 2 into the v r • heart of Russi a at the v rv 

time when Puss ian lea er-s were on their wav to a Summit P ace Conference with 

th leaders of the T ni ted States? \ hy have we surrounded their country with 

military bases? Uhv , while a dvocating self - detern.iindtion for peoples , did we 

finance and equip the invasion of Cuba? Hh• are we keepin~ ~ed China out of 

the lnited Nati ns , and insist on the preposterous ficti >n that a defeated Gen ral 

on Formosa speaks for the six hundred million Chine e? 

Our peo pl e too, I tried to tell som of the leaders with whom I had 

the opportunit to speak, however friend!, disnosed t ev ar towards the Russian 

peon le , arP confused . 'Tnev carmot understand the ~uc;sians . • hv did the Soviet 

intervene anrt , in :\ mo t ruthless and h oody manner , t suppress the ~ungarian 

uprisin~'> r,lhr did their coun_ry si~n a non- a~gr si pact with l~i tler , thereby 

u5her i ng in tl-te c;econd "or ld 1ar" Ph hn c; "uc;s i cone; i stent ly r t~f 1sed to acce t 

c ntrols and inc;nection if it i~ reallv in earnPst About isarmament" 0 h h;:ive 

thev o noged a n1tclear test- 1--an" l h, i~ the fl . ~ . ~ . ? . putt in~ diffic11i t 1. s in 

t e wav of the 11nj ed atinns ·n carrvin~ out its le~itimate functi ·-,ns" 

Co~fus· ns on ,oth sides , and these C"lnfu ions and rnisunderstandin~s ar 

contriluting to mutual distrust . This distrust may get out of hand , even thou~h 

Rsicall nei t her people wants war . 

I should like to c l ose this sketchy report of mine with this t1h)U~ht . 

~ussia is till a rlictatorship . There can he no doubt about it . The freedoms 

which we , of t e t~estern world c'rterish , are eith~r non- existent or sharply 

circumscribed. -rh ere is hut~ political party there , and its 1 aders ru l e the 

count r y wi t h an i ron hand& Th re is no free press . Th re i no free spe ch . 
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Rut , it shonld be remembered that freedom and democracy are precious and 

have priority in the lives only of tho~e who h ~ve 1. nown th m for a 1 ,ng 

time and who cannot , and do not wish to 1 ive without them . This is not 

the case with the qussians . Their centuries - old tradition is one of 

dictatorship . They ~ he !'econciled , without any gn~at wrench , to an 

ahsolutist re~ime w~ich is not cr11el or exploitative , one which , they 

believe , works for them and their welfare and wh"th offers them and their 

children oo~ortunities which had heen ~enied them in the past. Thev lac~ 

many thino;s hut t 1"'ey have more th r-1 n thev had before . 

I am, therefore , inc 1 ined to the hel ief trat the 'Ru~sian people, by 

and lar~e , while desiring manv changes and imrrovements of their c onditi on, 

are not now r esentful of the n~gime under wbich thev live , and w0uld not 

wish to chanRe its fundamental structure. 




