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THE TE\.!PLE 
necem . r 10 , 1q61 

D. ARRA HILT.EL TL . ER 

In the Book of Kinos there 1s recorded a stran e miracle w.·ch w s performed 

by the pro het , -llsha . 

"Elisha c me a ain to Gilgal; and ther was a famin in th land; and the 

sons of the pro1~ets were sitting before him; and he ~aid unto hi ervant: • Set 

on the great pot , and boil tta~e f or the s on of the prophets . • And one wet 

out into the field to gather herbs, and faun a wi d vine, an atrered thereof 

!ld 2ourds in his lap full, and c me an shred them into the pot of pottage . en 

they poured out for th men to at . And as th v ,er eating of the pottage, they 

cried out: •o man of ~od , ther is death in the 

me meal . ' And he ca9t it into the pot; an~ e 

t.• ut he said: 'Then bring 

: •our.out for the peopl, 

that they may at . And there a no hard tn t e pot . ' 

iracles 01Jl not e exp ained or rat o:.,nl iz~d , OT in s oi 11<t t . ev 

cease to miracles . e" elon to the nclent poetry of re _i~\o an the c ild -

hood oft e human race . This articular miracle alwa s intri,ued me hy its i magery , 

and by hat it su~g ts a out the conduct of life . Here a mem er of t he school of 

prophets , whic was presided over hy Eli ha , goes out i11to the field to gather hers 

o that a pot of potta e C"'uld be boiled for th mem e.- o the prophetic fraterni t y , 

so th t the c ould eat; for there ,as a famine in th land . He gathers lap full 

of wild gourds, cut them up and boils them in t e pot . Then he pours 0 1 t the 

, ottage for the men to eat. Suddenly th men cry out: "0 Man of God, there 1 

death in the pot!" -- 1 t was meant to b . food to SU tain lif turned out to be 

poison. ltsha thens id: • ring meal', d he threw it int the t ands id: 

"Pour out fort men th t they may eat . " And there was no longer any h rm in th pot . 
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vio1sly omethina was a~ ed t that pottage wl ich was not pr.evi usly 

present, .,~lch acted as an anti ote an1 turned death into life. 'ithou trat . ome-

thln. • that which wa intended to he food proved to ~e poison! I su g .st that Elisha's 

miracle is not an uncommon one. It occurs frequentl_, -- thO\.wh infr.e~uently ohser-v d . 

Verv often men g8ther, so~ times at p.ren t cost, all t e ingredients for a happy lif, 

and, lo and )ehold, th r~ is death in the pot! ~omet ing had been omitted, forgotte, 

ov=-rlooked, s m tl i nR so essential that what wa. to b _ life- iving an:f happiness

yieldtng, turn. out to he frustration, sorrow and def at. Mar.1 a life lacks 

certain suhstance which, acting like a spiritual catalysis, c,uld brin.~ ~bnut a 

happy union of the mnny lements which compose \t. 

I am thinktn~ at t~1e mo ent of tlie m st unh8ppy man of tl e ihle. Not Job, 

for t:. oogh Job suffered n .,ch and co plained muc • e ended his dAy in peace, 

restored in fortune and reconciled in faith. Li o bt, his que tionings and his 

re.he1. lion were finally Y.'<•sol, d into an humhle acqt11escence and ncceptance ,.,f the 

ways of the o"'ni potent rwnc w "ch Are of ten he ,f')nn "'n' r:; ncler .nnd l n?; • t .o wonderful 

for him. 

The unhappiest rnan of the flible is Kohelet, on of navid 1 Y.;n~ of Je-uaalem. 

He hated Ufe, he declared. l- ts heart was f 1 1ll of despair. Re sat-1 no n,...oflt in 

anyth n that he was doin . He found evervth1ng po1 tle , wearisome, repetit ous , 

an a strivin fter wfnd. It were hetter not to nve been horn at atJ. 

' s ohelet a lave th t 1e co·11p ain so much? a he blind r lAne or 

otherwise offlicted? No, not at all! He was a Ktn1! He had gre~ t power and vast 

tre ures of silver and gold. He had made greot works and b tJd d many houses and 

palaces and plant d many vineyards. He had many men-servants and maid-servants 

and enjoyed all the deli hts of the ons of me. He denied hi self noting. 

\ s he n ignorant man? l hy no! He had gotten reat wi dom and 1--nowledge, 

more than 11 that were before im over J~rusalem. Heh d ap lied is heart to k• ow 
• 

and to search out, and to seek wisdom and the reason of thin9,s. Rut that , too 
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he foun to be a ore tas a a .earlness of the flc h. For in much wisd rn he 

found much v xation; a~d he that inc ease ·nowl ~e increases sorro. I anther 

bo,,k of the - 1hle. t e Book of ?roverb • we find ,other and a dlff ,..ent evaluation 

o . an's quest for kno.-1ledp,e and wi dorn: 

Te uth 

'H~p,y is the ~n who :ins wisdom. 
,. nd the man who ~et un el"stand ng. 
His wa_ s are wa,s of pl a~antneJo, 
.And a 11 hi r,ath are pPac • 

-' son. keep ound isdom ••• 
If you sit down/ u wil not he ofr aid, 
... 'hen yo 11 do 1n, •our . le 111 he sweet 
ror t e .o~ w111 e •our cnnfi ence . 
\ n•ein 1_ tte rlifaere ce in . e3e o c·n lictln 

t 

ft c ~ook o P over believes t qt t 

-'l ·:ti tu 

ards •i sdo . " 

rev:>rence of God -- and ... ees as its e:;....,ence , o!n 
~eginnin of wisdom 1 

good int e world: 

What wa 

,-hat on 

touched, 

''Do not withhol 000d fro th o e t who. it 1 :! ne , , en it 
l s in our po er to do it . ' 

••no not say to our nel~hbor. ' o nd come a ai • tomorro I 
wiil gl re _t• -- u. n you h :-Ye t ith ycu . " 

wgng with "ohelet? Having everythin1. • did he lac• everything: 

ich turned e ·crything h thing h d been omitted from his m, e - up 

ev ryt ing he acquired, e erything h rou t, everythi g he en aged 

in into ~rt f . into cinder• ashe • du t? J y were al hi. d y~ pain his work 

vexation, why, even in the ni~ t nid hi heart take rest? Why was t her death 

in the pot? ••• 

It\ s not t at he had omi.tte Gnd from hi 11.fe. Kohe et a not an ah 1st 

or an a no tic. He believed ln ,od , and unlike Job , he did not rgu with Him 

nor dem nd an ccounti.ng. He hell ed in r.od hnt in a God who was not pArticulArly 

c ncerned with hi • a ~.,od who cr.ented the word • fixed it 1 • and let it go 
the 

at t t. In/or er of ti , world • in it or 1 order , as in it phv teal order . 
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noth n cm1 ld be c an~ • Ju t s the sun ri es and se and rL e gain , just 

a the wi d l an"" tu-rn a out '"' ntiriua" ly in its circuit , ju_t .1s the ri ers 

-ru :i. lnto the ~a and he sea is nev r ful 1 , so the neratt ns of men cm ad go 

u.: ,)n the eaY.th . Th t which ha. been is that whi h hall he , and th t which ha 

been done i t~ nt ich ha 11 e d o e . That wt ic is crook _d c n never made 

str@t. t, tind t~1at which l antl11g can never he ma e up. Kohelet •as convinced 

tat whatever ";od doe, 1 d.ne forever. othi.n, can be dded to it, nor nything 

t ~~en from it . T,at w~lc ls, ha heen lon~ ~o, and th ~t Thich 1. t be, has 

lre2 y een. T'f1t: re is n t l-- ing new unier t . un, no_hin~ n. in the untveY e or in 

rn nor in society. T , n f course, is n0t true. Tl-: history o rran, ov r lon 

t been fixed ·:->r . tat l e. It h.., ,-,c n a rec ord r t h and 

prooress of cl Im i g frc·n 1 "er leve 

':1,.-!t w.~~ mi tted fr 

to i ~her . 

Voh.let 1 ! 11 e was cl·ef not in ~-0d, hut 

in a demandinq ~od - • t , ~od ~ho cnl . u n to 1ct , tn 3eek jt~tt e, to 

ursu ri _,htao·1s-'\e s , to 1:-,or. the ch ! · s of wtck_d es, to undo th ho-, so· the 

. ~ke , t rear, e rerv ? k _, t ri n t e r1 "'l't1€'t" ttt nf t,_ d11n eo ., n<l o 1t f 

the pr i on- houc; t e who dwell in dar. ne~s . W t wa mi~ in W '"' a tron con-

vict 1 on which intarfu es one's entire ein~, w ich heco· an I .pulse, a mot ive 

and mandate , and which makes one the willing ervant of th compel ing idea. 

that was omitted f r om the banquet of the pampered , urfe it d and 

resi~ned life oft i sovereign who had tasted everythi ng of life, t his extreme 

individualist and egoist wa~ tl e ch0ice of courage and dedic tion. Notl ing h 

ever tabb d his pirit br oad ~wake to rea~tze that it wa is duty and hi opportunity 

to try t o make strai~ht that w .lch was crooked in the world about him, ~nd t o 

upply ~1h t w s wa ting. He had close his he r t to the c llenP,e of ~od, who 

ummoned m·n to be lis c -work r In crdatJon. Kohelet nev r knew at it wa to 
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hun~er ct thir t aft~r ri~ teou nes . J.;e oufYht for !)eace of mind nd for 

rr. ani n~ nd di~ 1 t,, where t e _, co ld never l--e found -• in a rE> tle~ quest f te 

p ea ure , rm in t e ttrsuit of hiowled<"e , which rematne forever untouch d y 

t e urni ~ coal of mission a <l challen e to he,p others. ~o elet sa the 

oppre~ ion oft e poor all around him and the violent pervert1n~ of justtc in the 

stat - - but e c argcd it al 1 up to the ]mi hty nd th t ended t' · tter for hi • 

H did nnt come down from is throne ad did not o out oft e gates of his palace 

to c rrect the evil ich he kne to exit . He was content to ~b olv himself of 

all re on ibility for ·hat ms ha"J pening n11 abilut him n to leave it all to God! 

"I said in my heart: 'The vittuous and the wicked God will jud~e . " He, himself , 

nP,er fou . ht the ~oo 

in life? • ... 'l't,at refo 

f ieht . \ y t hen s ,- 1 d e hR" 

did he att mpt to tntroduc • 

expected to find any victories 

hat evils did he set out to undo? 

If le hAd tri ed, even if he failed, he w~u Jd ne'er h~ ·e felt so utterly woe- begone 

?nd reft. 

Kohelet t RS not a wicked man. He 1 ~Pd th sacred fire. Therr w s one 

~i n 1 bl ind spot in hts piritual vi., ion . om t~~ng n. 1c hAd be n omitted from 

l is life - - the catalysis, ci, so lder , t .c c - nt. e y amic of 

moral purpo e, t e summ0nln~ voic of d11t , -- wa. ""\Ot th re - - to rou e and to 

<Hsturb hi"l1 . Had tl ·ev been there , Kohelet 011 rv,t a•·e heen concerned so much 

that ts ~arrr,en& shnu 1 d lwavs h white and th t \shed hnuld never lack any 

o 1 . T-t~ ,,, d un-iouhtedly h. ve experienced much xhaustion ht le wor m~, in 

spotted armen , lon, - id of i f llow en, hutlding the cit,· of r;oo , but in 

the nl~ht i heart woul d h ave been at rest and his leep would have been sweet . 

His d . , o ld h ve ' nown pride and di nit_, , m ments of lift and oment of ec tasy , 

There are other c1mpensations which ccrue to those who don t omit this 

d.-"ving G•d from their liv • Sue m n can fford to be different and need never 

b..,"""""ei.n,.:,i~.,-"' ·""~~~-~"'· 
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of 

be afraid. Once a man permit this kind of God, h w 1 e arr ld/no o e. He 

w 11 not have to conform ut of fe r f antagonizing men . \. th God, ~ mE n con 

tand alone . ithout Him, a man nust see secur · ty in confornily or he i~ e ti1·ely 

lost . 

Con~ul t the paP.(?S f nur ,5toryt .' en t e c· ildren of Israe ere loyal 

to their r,ad , who Pas aJ ays a demandin, a d exacting God -- on ~l Kana - - t hev 

knew the elve to e invinci le . ,ev w~r 1ot afraid to b different:. a .-J to 

stand alone . "He stro R and of , od cour ae , do n t ,·ear 1r be ln dread of t em 

( t .hg n t ons wl t w om the-· were to o at t le) ; or it i the Lor~ • 1,1r. ";o<l who 

~oe w1 t, y(') 1 , he wt · not fat 1 you or for. ake you . '' 

'But tirne and t • me a .atn, t en the people ·ere di sloy· 1 to t helr God , t y 

cc me afr aid to stand alone and cote if r .t. 

af r aid o the powerful Phill tines and their ro 

king to ru ov r then . T ey rej ted God fr m 

·h , ,..or t· mple , they became 

riots , th1..•y cla:tor d for a 

ing over th m. T y crie 

ou t "Appoint for us a ki g to overn u like 
1e lso , e 

like all the nations'' •••wh~never t·.., peo le 'ucc m· e· t t1 11 r of their 

enrir,')nment, and could not abide by their au tere faith and the ,e nd of its 

exal ted ethical code , chey ou d c ry out: "Let u be like, l the ot er n ti ,n, 

like the crihes of the countr ies , an · worship wood an~ r-ton . " 

On Chanukah , we are reminded of one an wh l) dared to be different ar,d to 

t and alone bec aug he h~d n t omitted t~i d mandin~ r;o 

w s Mattat ias , and h lived at ti e of great political t urmoi and piri t,1 1 

chao . . ny J ews were falling a1a f r o their reli~ion . The_ weYe attrActed by 

t e H 11 ni s tic ul t ure and c ivil i z tin which the c1nquer ing r;r. el< h d introduced 

i nto A~ i a i nor and P le~t ne . All t he o ther conquer d p onle h d adnpted the 
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ays of the .1ree ' 
and man .J e\J • too , wa!'\t .d to he 1 t1 C '"-r,M in 1 th1 ~ • 

ven t u~h the .. reek w y of' 11 .:e "ti."aS :-ar inf r.\or to t C _e .n-1 0 t • aic 

law and the tradi ti<mRl sta dards of. he "'ew > t peopl . V ,;n l'" l,~~ ti<:' 1UC'! 

dater ined , for political reason • to supp ess th J 71 fa·th to t er and 

so achieve a .om lete amal :,am 01: all t· e peoples :)f ld. er1pir>, ~-iny J ,.; re,"ld!ly 

acquiesced . Not o. ttatrias, th Ha m>nt3 n, the priest from >-iodin. 

stand alone: 

e ciared t 

" ut , ttathi 

that ,re under th 

ans .re and p .e "i th a lou.i .;oice. 1' ')u:1h 
l the n t i 0 

i ng • s dominion o ey n 1 und £ .. ! 1 s.·.:Joy ~ach nt" f r nm the 

religion of ris fathers, yet ill I an my s0ns and my hrethren w£1lk in the c.,venan"' 

of our fathers . God forbi that e shcu l forsal~ the a' to depart fr()m our 

faith either to the righ ha 

city with a loud voic-e saying: 

or 
e lefc.. Th n .(~ttat• i :::.s cri d t rnu,~hout the 

hoso ver l:i ze of t , 

the covennnt, let him f llow me. So he und hi 
1.. d ~ to the mount Ai r,s, nn:l 

t ev w nt a out pu 11 i 
down the heathen al tar , an t cy r sc11 

the hands of t' e Gent i ~es . ' 

Hi all nt o , Jud • ' e ccal c , ( lowed ' i. xa p • 'A a ro re to 

stand alone, secHre in h~ faith . 

feared and trem led at the ight o t e re t 11um' '?l'." of 

en a 1 the peopl 

the enemy , and aid: 'What? hall w be nbl , bci 

a~ in•:• t o gr~lAt nd so tr ng a multitude?' Ju ah answered: •• 1th t e ,od 

o heaven it is all o e to s e hy many or by f: ew• . An-i Judah lee the, into 

b ttle , n hehold the ho ts o . t e ene~, er dis omfited befor the. nd 

I ra 1 d a great d liverance . " 

These men did no sa~•: "Vanity of vanities 811 is vanity". What oe man 

gain by all the toll at wl ich he toils un·l r t he sun?• 
lhy resit the Greek? 

-lhy fi~ht? Why act l fice? 
ht differenc doe it make? What has been i what 
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111 he." Wh t ts crook d can never b made tr l~ht, yhow1 aro ho 111 v~r 

remem er what e do, an. ay? Oh, no! Th semen fotS?ht like lions for f 1th nd 

freedo • for covenant nd h rita e.,.,, few fot,ht n ,ain t the man• the ,e k a~ain t 

the strong; for an undeniable anrl unresistAble command c rre from the God •o they 

h d not omitted fr tl e1r live • their. tren th d rived fr m i . nd ·hat 
the achieved w s ot forv,otten . To tl t v, nd throu~hout the world, candle are 

for t~eir rave deeds of faith, coura, P nrf acriffc pre erved t n ble ethical 
add spiritual h rita e of their people for mankin. 

1 hat have •o omitted from v ur lif? It t as arching que tion -
to a l· your. lf. Eve one sh0nld k him lf th t quest·on , for no life is complete. 

Are you aware of some great o issi n, ·. e ga , s void? Are you a raid that your 

lif is ddin up to a lap full of wild ,ourd , fro w ich the little handful of 

meal is mi si g whic alone c n neutr ltze th ir h rmful poison? Do you find !I. xs•tf 
your lf, tho ~h l vh . in wo ld of plenty, ste dily or ing mr>ty, drained, and 

dri ing -- drifti into a psychic malaise of li tl~s n or int n ev n more 

dangerous modd of fru tratlon, cynicism or mtsanthrophy~ 

I s it love that vou have omitted from ,()U~ Jtfe, o ktndne s or 

COfTl!'.)~ssi·, n, or fo rgivene , or ju tice, or truth? I ra 1 gr ou ed t em l l togetr-er 

for the re ~1 facts of one u chan e hle and ndi pe bl e . ence. Isf al rouned 

Jl t ~ether and ca11ed them Adona, Arlon t •••• 



SlTNDAV MO~ I" TG SERVICE 
TlT~ 'rE~ LE 

necemher 10, 1961 

In the ~ook of Kings there is recorded a stran~e miracle which was 

performed by the prophet, Elisha. 

"Elisha came again to Gilgal; and there was a famine in the land; and 

the sons of the prophets were sitting before him; and he said unto his servant: 

'Set on the great pot, and boil pottage for the sons of t he prophets.• And 

one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered 

thereof wild gourds his lap full , and came and shred them into the pot of pottage. 

Then they poured out for the men to eat. nd as they were eating of the 

pottage, they cried out: •o man of God, there is death in the pot.' But he 

said: 'Then bring me meal . • And he cast it into tre pot; and he said: 

'Pour out for the people, that the" mat eat.• And there was no harm in the pot . ' 

Miracles should not be explained or rat~l::t:iJ..t.ln so ~..,.i...,ni,111~ ...... t.,..he~ 

cease to be miracles. Thev belong to the ancient poetrv of ~Ion. This . - A 

particular miracle always intri~ued me by its imagerv, and by what it suggests 

about the conduct of life. Here a mem1 er of the school of prophets, which was 

~resided over by ~li s ha , ~oes out into the field to P,ather herbs so th~t a 

not of pottage could be boiled for the members of the prophetic fraternity, so 

that they could eat; for there was a famine in the land. He gathers a lap 

fu 11 of wild gourds, cuts them up and boils them in the pot. Then he pours out 

the pottage for the men to eat. Suddenly t e men cry out: ' ' 0 Man of God, there 

is death in the potP• -- \-lhat was m~ant to be food to sustain life turned out 
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to e poison. Elisha t en said: ' ring m al', an h threw i into the 

pot and said: "Pour out fr tl man, that th .' may eat." 

Ion er any h rm in the pot. 

nd ther was no 

b iougly ~ tin~ w ~ nl d 
acted ~s an antidote ~r.d 

present. which/turned death into tfe. 
rroved to be 

o ht potta e which w snot pr vto sly 

i hou ~8 somet \n~, that w !ch w 

intended o e o d pot son! at ~lish ' m rac 

t not nun n ne. Tt ccurs requentlv -- t in re uent , o ~~rv d. 

T rv f ten n t er. to~e er. so et· sat "re co , a 11 in re tents r.or 

a hap y life• and . lo a ..-f lehol at in ot! ~ T. thin~ had en 

.-, itt P.d • f r otten, over oo 
' so tat WR to e life. 

,.iv1n a hAoptnec;s . , ldi g , t r 0 l. tO ~ratio• 

n a llf l a certain u t nc tch . act:1 ~ 1 

r-row and efe t. 

p i ttual c tal st , 

co1 1 d bring but a hap ion o e man n com o it. 

I am th t n.,. n, . t t ment of t m n oft e Ihle. ot 

Job, for tho1~h Job suff red much nd 

re~tored in fortun and r concile inf ith. 

c , he ended hi~ da ,sin p ce, 

out, hi que tiontng and 

hi~ re e lion w r r lve 1 t h qt ce e and ace ptanc 

of t e w< .' he omnipot nt d h ch are of t n beyond TMn' nd r tand1n • 

too wonderful for him . 

he unha pi st man of he tble i ohelet, . o of > v1 • 'ing of 

Jeru 1 m. He ated 11 • he declar d. fli s hC'art ·a!I f 11 1 of pai . 1 sa 
everythir.g 

no ro 1 t in n thin that he s doing. •• found tt.cx.ll p i ties , ear ~ome, 

repetlti u • n 

at all . 

~trivtn after wind . It wer et er not to hnv hen born 
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as Kohelet a sl~ve that he co~plained so much . ~as he blind or lame 

or otherwise afflicted? No, not at all! e was a Kin~! He had ~r i at power and 

vast tr asures of silver and go ld. He had ma ie great works and builded many hous s 

and palaces and planted many vineyards. le had many men~servants and maid - servants 

and enjoyed all the deliohts of the sons of men. He denied himself nothing. 

Was he an ignorant man? Why no! He had gotten great wisdom and knowledge, 

more than all that were before him over Jerusalem. He hAd applied his heart to 

know and to search out, and to seek wisdom and the reason of things. ~ut that, too, 

he found to be a sore task and a weariness of the flesh. For in much wisdom he 

found much vexation; an~ he that increases knowledge increases sorrow. 

What was wron~ with Kohelet? Havinij e erything, why did he 

\.Jhat one thing had been omitted from his make- u) which turned everyth i n~ he touched, 

everything he acquired , everything he wrou~ht , e rer,thin~ he engaged in into 

~rief, into cinders, ashes, dust? T,n,v were al h . , RVS pain, his work vexation, 

w~y, ven in the ni~ht did hi heart take no re. t? -~v w~q there <leat in the 

pot" .. • 

It was not that he had omitted God from his life • Kohelet was not an 

atheist or an agnostic • He helieved in ~,ad, and unlike Job, he did not argue 

with Hirn nor deman<l an accounting. ~e believed in God but in a God who was not 

particularly concerned with him, a ~od who created the world, fixed its laws, and 

let it go at that. In the order of this world, in its moral order, as in its 

physical order, nothing could be changed. Just as the s1n rises and sets and rises 

a~ai-:1, just as the wind bl ows and turns about continually in its circuit, just as 

the rivers run into the sea and the sea is never full , so the oenerations of men 
¢... 

come and go upon earth. That which has been is that which shall be, and that - ,_ 
which has een done is that which sha~l be done. That which i crooked can never 
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be marle s · raight, and that which is wanting can never be made up. Kohelet 

was convinced that whatever r.od does, is done forever. othin~ can ~e added 

to it, n0r anything taven from it. That wh·c~ is, hn~ heen lon~ a~o, and that 

demanding ~od -- in a r.od who calls u~on man to act, to seek justice, to ursue 

rig~teousness, to loose the c atns of wickedness, to undo the bonds of the yoke, 

to break every yoke, to ring the prisoner out of the dungeon, and out of the 

prison-house them who dwe 1 l in darkness. What was missing was a strong con

viction which interfuses one's entire being, which becomes an impulse, a motive 

and a mandate, and which makes one the willing servant of the compelling idea. 

'~hat was omitted from the banquet of the pam •red, surfeited and re~i~ned 
~ ~ • VI -~-~ ~frtJ( 

life oft is sovereign who had tasted everyth'ng of life,"'as the chalice of 

coura~e and dedication. Nothin had ever stabbed his spirit broad awake to 

realize tat it was his duty and his o ryortunity to try to make strai~ht that 

w ich was crooked in the world a out him, and to sup!) y what was wanting. He 

had closed his heart to the challenp;e of God, who sumnK>ned man to e His co-worker 

in creation. ohelet never knew what it was to h,in~er and thirst after ri~ teous--

ne~s. He sou~ht for peace of ~ind and for meanin~ and dignity where t ev c0u1d 

never ~e found -- in a restless oue~t after pea ures, an~ in the 1rsuit of 

knowledge, which rema·ned forever untouched y the hurnin~ coal of mi~sinn and 

chaJlen~e to elp ot ers. Kohelet s w the opore~sion of the poor all around 

oJJ. 
him and the vi~lent perverting of just·ce in the state -- but he charged it up 

" 
to the Almighty and that ended the matter for him. He did not come down from 
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his throne and did not go 
f 

palace to correct the evil which he knew 

to exist . He was content to abs0lve himself of all res ~onsibility for what 

was happening all ahout him and to leave it all to God! "l said in my hart: 

' The virtuous anci the wicked ~ wi 11 judge." He, himself, never fou 0 ht the 

good fi~ht. t,..,•hy then should he h ;:w expected to find any victories in li ·e? 

~·ht reforms did he a Ltempt to i ntroduce , what evils did he set out to undo? 

If he had tr·ed, even if he failed, he would never have felt utterly woe- begone 
f,. 

and bereft. 

ohelet was not a wicked man. He lacked the sacred fire. There was -
, single blind spot in his s piritual vision. Something basic had been omitted 

fr0m his life - - the catalysis, the solder, the cement. The driving God, the 

dynamics of moral purpose, the summoning voice of duty -- was not there - - to 

arouse anrJ to disturb him. lad thev heen th re l<'ohelet would not have been 

concerned so much that his ~arments shou d alway he w}-lfte and that his head 

should never lack any oil . He would undouhtedly h::ive experienced much exhaustion 

while workin~, in spottPd garments, along-side of his fe Jow men, buildin~ the 

citv of ~od, but in the nio~t is heart w~u rl h ~ve been at rest and h s sleen 

w~u1d hRre been sweet. His days w0uld h~ve ~n0,n pride and dignity, moments 

of lift and moments of ecstasv. 

There are other co~pensations w ich accrue to those who do not omit this 

driving God from their lives. Such men can affo d to be different and need 

never be afraid. Once a man permits thi kind of ~od to guide him, once he 
wil 1 be 

li ks up his destiny with the purposes of such a God, h; / · afraid of no one . 

He will not h~ve to conform out of fear of antagonizing men . With God , a man 

can stand alone. Without Hi~, a man mu~t seek security in conformity or he is 

entirely lost . 

,. 

{ 



., 6 -

Consult the pages of our history! When the c ildren of Israel were 

!oval to their ·';od, who was always a demanding and exacting God -- an El Kana -

they knew themselves to be invincible. They were not afraid to be different 

and to stand alone. "Re strong and of good coura~e, do not fear or be in dr ad 

of them (the nations with whom thev were to do battle); for it is the Lord your 

r;od who ~oes with you, he wi 11 not fai 1 you or forsake you." 

Rut ime and time again, then the people were disloyal to their ~od, 

"they 'tNiY afraid 

~ecame afraid o~ 

to stand a one and to he different. t.Jhen, f or example, they 
► 4'-'..._ . 

the Phil tines an their iron chariots, they clamored for a 
/.. 

kin~ to rule over them. hev rejected r;o<l frnm bein~ J, ing o ,er them. They 

cried out --eilb) r;;J.:1 f.l(i l/7" ulr111,e "Appoint for us a kino to 

oovern us 1 i ke a 11 the n ;i ti "ms" -- -.. 
"that we also may be like a l l the nations" ..•. \ henever the people succumbed to the 

allurements of their environment, and c uld no bide by the i r austere faith 

and the demands of its exalted ethical code, they wou 1d cry out: "Let us be 

like all the other nations, like the tribes of the cou •1tries, and worship wood 

and stone." 

~•-+-i~~ 
di f ferent because 

/\ 
On C anukah, we are reminded of one man who dared to be 

he had not omitted this demanding God from his life. He name was Mattathias, 

and he lived at a time of great political turmoil and spiritual chaos. Many 

Jews were falling away from their religion. They were attracted by the Hellenistic 
Ccll.l-~~- i1rt'i.&_t.._llnllltn~~lt'ltllfllll_.._.lllPl.a..lilka¥1MIII~ 

culture and civilization w~ich the conquering Greeks had introduced into Asia inor 

and Palestine. All the other conquered peoples had adopted the ways of the 

(;reeks, and many Jews, too, wanted to be like them in all t inos, ev though 

the ~reek way of life was far inferior to th d ffl8nds of th ~osaic law and the 
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traditional standards oft e Jewish people. ,hen ~~na Antichus determined, 

for political reasons, to suppress t e Jewish faith alto~ether and so ac ieve 

a c~mplete amal~am of all the peoples of his empire, many Jews readily 

acquiesced. Not so -1attathias, the Hasmonean, the priest from 1<,din. He 

dared to stand alone: 

·Rut ~ttathias answered and spake with a loud voice. Thou~h all 

the n1ti ns that are under the kin~•s dominion obey him and fall away ach 

one from the reli~ion of his fathers, yet will I and my sons and my brethren 

walk in the covenant of our fathers. '})d forbid that we shou d forsake the 

Law to depart from our faith either to the right hand or the left. Then 

Mattathias cried throughout the city with a loud voice sa ing: ~hosoever 

is zealou of the law and maintaineth the covenant, let him follow me. o 

he and his sons fled into the mounta j ns, anrl thev went about pul lin?, down 

the heathen altars, and they rescued t e law Ou of the hands of the Gentiles !1 

~is va iant son, Judah, t e 1accahee, followed is example. He also dared to 

stand alone , secure in hi faith. 

•• '

1

hen a' 1 tl-ie peonle feared and tremhled at the si~ht of thE> 2reat 

number of the enemy, and said: ' •hat? Shall we be able , heln~ a small company, 

to fi~ht against so gr ~t and so stron~ a multitude? • Judah answered: •With 

the God of heaven it is aJl one to save by many or by few' And Judah led 

them into battle, and behold the hosts of the enemv were discomfited before 

the . . And Israel had a grea t deliverance . " 

These men did not say: "Vanity of vanities all is vanity". \hat 

does man ~aln by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?" Why resist 

the Greeks'!- ~ fight? r-1hy sacrifice? What difference does it make? What 

has been is what will be . " What is crooked can never be made straight , any -

how, and who ill will ever remember what we do, anyway? Oh, no! hese men 

I 



... . 

fought like lions for faith and freedo, for covenant and heritage. The 

f~ fou~ht a~ainst t.,e many, the t•eak a~ainst t e trong; for an undenic'lble 

and unresistable command came from tre God wh0m thev had not omitted from 

their 1 ives, e'en a~ their stren~th derived f rom ~i~. And whAt the, achieved 

washot cor~otten . Toti day, an~ t ro ghout he wo~ld, candles are kindled 

in their honor. Their me orial h1s endured t rou~hout the ri.,enerations; for 

their ~rave deeds of faith, coura~e and sacrifice preserv d the nnhle ethical 

and spiritual heritage of tlieir peonJe for mankind. 

t ~ at h ~ve you omit ed 4:ro •our 1 if e? It is a searchin~ qu -st ion to -
ask our elf. Every one shou 1 d a k hi self that question, for no life is 

co•rplete. re you aware of some great omission, some gap, .ome void? r 

you afraid 
-1'6 

that y--,ur life is addin~ up to a lap...full of wild gourds, from 

"" which t e little handful of meal is missing w ich alone can neutralize t · ~ 

harmful poisons? Do you find ·ourself, thou _, living in a world of plenty , 

steadily growing empt, drained, and drif ing -- drifting into a psychic ~Q----'.l.Q. 1 listlesness or into an even l'lOre dangerous mood of frustration, c nicism or 

mi santhrophy? 

Is it love that you h Pve omitted from your life, or kindne~s or com

passion, or forgiveness, or justice, or truth? Israel grouped them all to

gether for they are a 1 fAcets of one unchan~eable and indiso nsa~le es ence. 

Israel 0 r ,.>uped t mall togeth er anr! called them Adonai, clonal •••• 
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THE TEMPLE 
CLEVELA D, OHI O 

D c mber 10, 1961 
\ 'of. . LVIII Ko. 9 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICES 

5:30 TO 6:10 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
December 10, 1 1 

10 :30 o'clock 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
,,·ii I . peak on 

IS THERE ANYTHING YOU HAVE OMITTED 
FROM YOUR LIFE? 

~Ir. J ~ ~f c; ingol l, \ • iol ini~t. will join with 
The Temple ' hoir in the llltbical porti n 

of the ~en ice. 

SATURDAY MORNING SERV ICES 

11 :00 TO 12:00 



ij°;~c tll:e1npl.e 
Rabbis: 

BBA llILLEL .' Jl,\'LR 

DA lEL jEHL.\tY .'u,v1~R 

. 1ssociatr Nabbi • 
~lllTO:\ ~fAlZ 

• /11[/ . 

1\111 .HHI II B. 1•:1:-1 :,_'.l\l,1(1, 

A~ ' t , lh 1 Cl o r o f Rt· l i •i11lh E<l11,•,1 tio11 

L1 o . . n , " 1:u <G1-. u 
1:. <'• 111n Se rl'tar y 

~l lR l\\l LJll"l ,'\"ll 
Li hra ri .1 11 

,\ . I'. \ V ll. l. ,\ IW 
() , 111 t I I I h"it l> i1«• tor E 1nu1t11, 

\ I 11 \ 1 11 \I, (IJ , 

( hoir I ) 11 , c1n1 

( J \\'IJI ( ~110111 :--;( , 
( IJ •,1111, t 

B11n1< \ ,1 J K1<011 ·1.1>1.1, ... . ... . . . . .. l 'r,·sidc11t 
Lio \V. 'n , ~1.,1u· ........... .. T ' icc-l'r,·siifr11t 
( I I ( ;OLII r0.: .. .. .. . . ... . . ... , Vi< c-/'1 ,·sid<'l1/ 
~[ \ E1 : 1 I( . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . T1r,1 .rnrn 
E11\\ ,\IW I>. h{IJ 11 ~1.\ .'\" . ... .. lsrociat,· T rt'a.mri·1 

THIS SUNDAY 
.\Ir ;111d .\Ir-.. _lulil' J,r:l\it/ \\ill IH· 

lio-.h ior t lw . ·ot· i;d 11 a I l rolfrl' 111 ,ur 
prl'r<'d111:._: 111< ,,1,r-.l1ip ..,('r\11.'<' . .\lr. 
1,ra, it/ i-. a 1111·111licr 1,i Tll<' T1·111pk 
l\c>:trd c>i Tru t<T. 

Tlil' 1111\\n. \\'liicli , ill gran· th~· 
pulpit \\ vrl' r1111tril>11lt'd in 111v111or_, 1 ,i 
111otli<'r. I lvk11<· I~ . I li111111l'I. and iatltn. 
l,oui.., 11. l\arhrad1. ll\ .\Ir. and .\lr, . 
I .1·1111ard I~ 11 i111111cl. 

"FROM THE RABBI'S DESK" 
\11 antlrnl,,:..,:_, 11i l'kcti1111 . Ii_, l{al,l,i 

l)a11i<'I _kn·111~ --:ihn ha,1 · h<·cn r<" 
prinlt'd in l11111k i11rrn. TIH·--<..· arti\·k,. 
111a11 _, ,,; \\ hirh \\' ('IT ptdili..,hl'd 11ri:_:i11 
all, 111 "Fro111 lit<' l{al>hi:--' l)<·:--k· · 
1..·11111111<.·1\t ini >rrnalh 1>11 our 11ati1111al 
a11d rcli .:..:ioti-- liie. Thi.., hoc,k i a, ailal,I<" 
through Th<.' Tl.'111pk 1,nic<..· al ~l.00 th<' 
Cllj)) . 

ANNUAL COLLEGE HOMECOMING 
C >11 . ·u11da: m11r11i11g. l>en·rnlit·r 31-.t. 

the \1111ual I l1Jl1l<To111i11g _-en in· "ill 
l><· held < ;radttat<•.., oi our lfrli:_:iou-. 
~rhrn>I ,, ill partiripatl' in thl' --<'n irl' 
and \\ ill attl'lld a -.p<"rial I l1111H·r11111i11 .:...: 
lt111rh<..·011 i11 th<..· . ·11rial I !all. TIH' ;-<1t111:..: 
j><'llJ>I<· \\ ill :--li11rll: n ·<..-ci, <' ill\ itatin11:
ill\ iti11;..: thl'lll tc, thi:- n Clll. 

Ii ·' 11t1r rollq~<' ag<' :--011 or dau;..:htn 
d11<· not tTn·i\<..' an i11, itatio11. it i:- dttl' 
to the fart that \\<.' do not ha,t· till' 
t·rn-r<·rt addre ::-, ,. l'll'a..,<' 1111tii, u-. ancl w<· 
\\ ill IH· :_:lad to ..,l't1d out an im itati1111. 

THE TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION THE TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB 

ANNUAL CHANUKAH MUSICALE 

lo:-l'I <,i11:._: 1dd. di,tin:_:ni hl·d t·111 w vrt ,· i11li11i:--t :rnd i11rn1n l 1>11rvrt111a..,l<·r 
11( ·1111· l IC', <'land < >n-h<·-.tra. n ·lurn-. to Tl1c Tv111pk lc,r hi, tir..,t ptthlit· 
appl·aranrl' i11 t"ll'\l'land im·<· acn·ptin:...: hi IH'\\ p11-.t a-. l 1n,f<' ... cir "i 
.\ln:-ir at l11dia11a l·11i,<·r,11 _, . Iii \\ar111 pn..,1111alit_, ;lttd -..npl'rli arti tn 
haq· \\1111 him man_, iri<·nrl-.. ;tt Th<' Tl'lllplt- . \\ ' <· \\<·k1111H· the opportt111it_, 
t1 1 -.ha ·l· 11 ttr \1111ual ( ·1i;11111kah \lu-.i r ak ,, ith him . 

\ rl 111 i ... , i < , 11 I,, T < • 111 p I<' \ \ c 11111 • 11 ·-. \ -. or i at i, 111 11 r T <' Ill pk .\ I l' 11 • :- ( It ii, 
11H·ml1<·r..,Jii11 rare! 11111_, 

THE TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

MANY THANKS 
Tilt' ;.:real ..,tH·n·-.-.. oi tit<· l\\o l>o11k rni<..·\\-. :._:1,t·11 I" l~ahl>i l)a11ivi 

lnl'111y . 'ih <'r 111;tkl' th<· rn1111th oi \:11, 1·ml>l'r a high -..pot in thl' pn>gram 1ii 
Till' T<·111pl<· \\ , ,mc11· \ ,11ciatio11. 

.\I.\\:'\ Tll .\\:I · :--:. a11d 111urh nl'dit .!..!o t" 11ur l{ahl,i l)anil'I. ihn i11r 
hi:- n, H'\\ . a11d t1 1 I >orotlt _, a11d l\l'llli<..·11 . · il\\·r. \\'h11 die! th<' rvadin .:...: : t11 till' 
l"hair111<·1111i thl' l>a_, . . \Ir . \ irt11r \\ i,1· . .\Ir-. . \lirvd l:rurk. and \Ir-.. l•: \l•n·tt 
Jarrl'lt: to tlit· <'hair11w1111i tilt· 1111,pitalit_, l 'o111111ittlT . .\Ir . . \hi11 .\ r..,lla111 
and .\Ir, . .\l, ,rt1111 .· mith: t11 th<· ( ·1tairi11an oi 11,,..,t<·,-.l., . .\Ir-.. _111<·1 c;an<'r: t11 
thl' ( 'hairnw11 oi lkcorati1,11 . .\Ir, . lla,id. im1>11 and .\Ir,. l>onalcl . 'pit/; and 
t c > t h < • ( • Ii a i rn H • 11 11 i I I ti Ii 1 i r i I _, . .\ I r . \ I 1 , r t 1 , 11 I ·: p t <' i II a 11 d .\ I r.., . c; j I Ii n t .' t l' i 11 : 
an<l a --JH'<.·1al thank ~<>ll to all tli11:-(' tlll'llllin . 11i Tlw Tl'll1Jlk \\ ot1H·11·, 
\ ,11riatio11 who \\11rl l'rl --<, hard and u11. ti11ti11!._!ly t11 plan tl1<·,c 111t·l'liit!_!, 

and tn 111ak<.· thl.'111 :--o -.urn·, iul. 



Till· da~ l1l':._:a11 \\'ith ....,alil,atlt \\t1r,hip 
;t11d t·t1dl'd in tl1t· darkvnvd l<,ttll)..!.l' in 
ir1111t ,,i :t rrarklin:..: !in· \\ith I la,·dalah . 

.\la11·:- n•,pu11.-..il>ilit_, tor th<· ttcial 
\\l'ltan· 1,i uther-.. ,,a, th<' ru11,ta11t 
tlil·l1H'. and tlH· da, \\a, hala11n·d \\ith 
... ,, i111111in:..:. irl' -..kating. and a -..icl<·\\ alk 
cait·. 1.ikl' tlH' hi:..:lt :--rho1,ln. _\<Ill \<11• 

,,,,uld ha\l' t·njt,~<'d l>l'in:..: th<'n·. 

I' .. •. Thv p1l·tun·-.. 1,, l,l't1lll'til t ;i]111;111 

tell thv ,t,,n l1i thl' da,. 

FROM THE RABBIS' DESK 

·•Ii I a111 1,,1 1n,,1·li al,JJ1t·" 
\\,t-- tli1· llll·Jl)t• '" 1'111· 1·l'11q.J1· 11,~lt 

clt,11.J all d:1, 11·trl·:11 at till' I l'l'llil\l' 

1111, . (' 1·111, l'i:..:ht tlldl'lll-- \111.I 11:1\'I 
i 11 : Ill :i, 1 i , t • ,, ·ht· d 11 It· 1 , i , . 111 i "a r. I, l 1111 l 

di,l·11"i,,11. atl1ll'\i,· :111d ,.,1·i:1I :11·1i, i, 
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U!l3JJU& 3Jdmam aqm 

Sunday, December 10 _ Sunday Morning Services 
Temple Women's Association - Temple Men's Club Chanukah Musicale 

Tuesday, December 12 - Temple Women's Association Tuesday Activities 

Sunday, December 17 - Sunday Morning Services 

THE TEMPLE LIBRARY is open Tuesday through Friday 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M., Saturday 9:00 A.M. to 
12:00 noon, and Sunday 9:00 A.M. to 10:30 and at the close of Sunday morning worship. 

THE TEMPLE MUSEUM will be open at the close of Sunday morning services in addition to all occasions 
of organization meetings. Arrangements to view the Museum by special appointment may be mode 
through The Temple office. 

THE ISRAELI GIFT SHOP is open during all Tuesday Activities sessions. Selections can be made at all 
times from the display case in the lobby through The Temple office. 




