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LOOKI ECU~ITY IN A E WORLD 

, I I 
Two weeks ago there appeared in th€ ~aturday Evening Po5t the results 

of an extensive r,allup Poll on the attitudes of American young people towar s 

th ir world, themselves and society. The youn~ people who were questioned 

were of l--oth c;exes, ran~ing in age from fourteen throuoh twenty- two -- hi~h-

set ool soohomores and senior, juniors and seniors from erican olleges, 

and y 1ng adults unrler twentv - three who quit school and are now in the lahor 

force. The youno people who were questioned were an accurate cross - section 

from all r -~ions of the nation, from all kindc; of family income , education 

and occupation. 

The results of this Poll revealed some very interesting and some very 

disconcerting things. To quote from the findings: nThe American outh is 

a pampered hot - house plant and likes it that way. He will settle for low 

success rather than risk hi~h failure. He has little spirit of adventure. 

He wants very little becauc;e 'be has so much and is unwilling to risk what he 

has. He is most unllkely to re el or involve hiniself in crusades of any kind . 

He likes hi "'self the wav he is , ~nd he likes thinRS as thev are . " 

,. w did our vouth becoMe so bland? 5o caut·o11s? So self - scltisfied , 

II secu e and un- amhitious, the authoYs of the Poll ask . The answer i found 

in some of the replies which· the received from the voung people . 

nne vo mg man said: ''Our parents led a toui:ther ife -- t e fought a 

depression and a war. And they ' e protected us . They ' ve made sure that we 

have mo~~e than thev had . e•re pamoered . " An r.:ac;tern colle~e girl said 

si ply , ttnf cou-se we ' r soft . '.Je ~ot too much too soon . There isn 't much 

we want that our p;:i ents don ' t ~ive u ." A C.::tlif.orn·a hi~h- schoo l er sa_ s , 

0r,oa l ? .Je ' ,e ~ot no ~oals. Our par nts have ach ieved t em a l l for us ." 
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One is reminded f the account which is ~iven in the Talmud of a 

Rabbi who was wont to sav: '" 1hat lahours Adam had to carr, out b foe he -
ohta·ned bread to eat! He ploughed, he sowed, he reaped, h bound the 

sheaves, he threshed and winnowed and selec ed the ears, he ground th m and 

sifted the flour, he kneaded and baked, and then at last he ate; whereas t j) 
get up and find all these thin ~s done for me. And h many labour Adam had 

to carry out before he oh ~ined a garment to wear! He had to shear, wash the 

wo 1, comb it, spin it and weave it, and then at last he obtain d a garment to 
() 

wear; whereas I get up and find all these thin~s d n for me. All kinds of 
t 

craftsmen come early to the door of my house, and Irie in th m rning and 

find all these before me .•.• 

Certainly parents must shar the hla , sav the authors of the Pol_l. 

ut there are ot 1r contri utin~ f acto s. Te world is constantly 

confronted wit overwhelmin~ crises -- ~erlin, Laos , Cuha , Algeria, Tunisia, 

t"'e on~o, c;out-h ,.,ietnam -- and ur v uth, unharrl.ened in the crucib e of 

stru~~le, mi&ht well turn inward to escape res onsihility. 

llan "icker draws the fo 1owin~ conclusion: '' •e •ve ~o -- to teach our 

children to think, and you don •t do this in front of T. '• l<le have to make 

them excited about ideas. And we've ~ot to convince them that there's nothing 

shameful in being different. I don't mean the, s u d be different just to 

attract attention, but thy shou d know that every great person is different; 

that .'OU can't do extraordinary things and be lik everybody else." 

Our young people believe, if the Gallup Poll's conclusions are correct, 

that they have found security in lack of amhition, in conformity, in acceptance 

of the world as it is, in avoiding any res ponsibi lity for what is wrong in the 

world and in shutting their eyes to the political and social crises and up-

heavals which are all around them. 



- 3 -

This, I am afraid, is false securitv, for it is based on false assumptions. 

cast hef ore ot,r verv eves wi 11 not perm i t any one to withdraw to som care-free 

i land of orivate securitv where ., 

Al v 7c, .) ,J .1 !) .,.. ,._, .1-1 t:z... I' A and dislocations. ~ !.,,(_,_Ii , ~~ 

e will hP safe from all its rifts, twists, 
/4 9,u~ c.,1;7/, 

L) 

b dMP. 
., - -# It is ,ne hinR to recognize the bPsettin~ dan?,ers and resolve to go on ---

ill 
in spite of them. It is quite another thing to fiddle while ~o•e is burning. 

In the former case, one may try to check the danger, to ov rcome the evils, 

to try to make the world secure by removing t h ~ causes 0£ i insecurity. In 

the atter ca e, one will fiddle away until th 
-~ U.... ~ ___ LA._./J._-<-_ i., U a_r >-. (,t,; , 1, 

flames engulf and consume him. 
(..,l,i./,.,._ u" , '> ~ ,'-h rt. "... (;, 1 , 
it w'i l l not be achieved by men~ To..J _ t­If OU wor rs ever to 

I 

w o h ~ve little spirit of adventure in them, h do not wish to involve them­

selves in any c r u~ade, who like all things as they are . Suet people are likely 
Cl<N~ 

to bri~ about the fall of their world . The d namics will then remain with the 

ti_ ~ 

n )Yt. v(../J Li, 

hungry peooles of the earth, who are not sati -fied and unamhitious, r----~-~--ive 
(\ 

a~, who want many thin~s because thev h,qve so few, who do~ lik 

t ing5 as thev are, w oar willino to tave every ri sk -- actua ly no risk at 

all -- for hRt hav they to loqe? There \5 a terrific drive, a flamin , passion, 

a IG:!3~ ~-up re entfulness and rebelJiou ness in the souls of the masses of the 

earth, the masses who h •)ve heen burdened wit the mi5ery an~ the in ' u-;tlce of tl-t 

centuries , anrl who h·we now begun to clamor for thei r ~na tc h11man birtli - rioht . 

Pow wj 11 the more favored peopl s of thP world confront them? 71 th what . 

TJill a pamp red , soft, spirit l ess , ~oal - less ~enera t ion be ahle to meet their 

furious challenge with blandness and indiffer nee , s i~ply y i~norinQ t hem? 
I' 
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It should be clear to everyone that for many years to come our 

world will be profoundly di tur d and unsettled. Mr . J~lter Lippmann 

suTTTTied up th othtr day, and I believe quite accuratelv, mankind's present 

predicament: "For as lon., a time as one can see into the future, we shall 

be l ivi n~ between war and peace, between a war thr.it ca ,1!"'lo t be fou .,ht . and a 
- I 

peace that can ot be achieved. The great issues which divide the world cannot 

e sett led y a war th;:it c,)ul d be won, and th y cannot be settled hv a tr aty 

that can he ne~otia ed." 

"" r, r , n -- not day and not nl zht. 

'T'he prop.het Z~cariah s'.oke of such a time as 

e full of frustrations , 

confusions an<l alarums. he waves wi 11 r11n h • nh anct tre tides wi 11 he trPac erou • 

Troc,e who will h~,e no stamina, no fiohtin~ spirit and no compass will go unrler. 

'l'here wj 11 
J 1 

e fe~ 
/' 

c~~ 
smu~ an safe cubicles inaeed for men who like tl--emselves the 

wa they are, and who like All thinos as they ar.. 

Rut, wh·le insecure an<l uncertain, it will bv no means be a hopeless 

world• Aboundin~ in ~re Pt risks, it wi 1 be rich in even ~reater rewards. 

There will be new horizons and new frontiers to challenge the adventuresome 

spirit of y uth. In science and indu.try, in invention and discovery, int e 

arts and t e humanities, pro~ress will be unlimited. We are far from ha ing 

reached the ultimate stase in the evoluti n of mankind. The twentieth century 
~ ~ ....,."-, 

is buildin~ a better worl for man, an<l the t·wenty-first century will advance 
I" 

') 

and imp.,..ove ipon it. There will be mor of the good of life for everyone. - -\-i_ '$._ ( r l, c.v"\..,C. ") 
I 

A society will emer~e which will be free from the age-old curs f erty , 

misery and expl)itation, of inequality, racialism and intolerance. It wi 11 

be an exciting world, and for the man of coura e and faith, a welcome and 

challenoin word. lt 



- 5 -

It is told of Alexander the Great that he went w~en, at the a~e of 

thirty, he discovered that there were no more worlds for him to c nquer . 

. lexander, I am afraid, would have wept if th re were mo.,.. worlds to conqu r. 

l,~ 
One stops weeping when he gives up the dream of conquest for the dream of 

J 

ne f the chief functions of religion, my friends, has been and is to 

tell men what to put t&eir trust in
1
and what not to put their trust in. The word 

trust comes from the same root as the word true. In other words, it has heen 

the functio of religion to tell men wh~t is true, on which thev can rely. 

In our search for lfflf+.i.4A11rss t1ftq security in life, there are many roans open 

to us, hut most of these roads end in the wilderness. ~eli~ion has pointed 

the wav to the one road wh i.ch wi 1 1 l i-0 ad to the true goal w~ich we seek. 

nfortunatelv, moc:;t men ionore tis road
1
for i i nnt an eas roa . 

There are numerous t inoc:; w ict.. men ought n0t to tru.;;t in, for ti,ose 

tat trust in them unwittin,:,ly build t eir lives upon founna ions of s l-, it:tin 

sand. 

powerJ 

One of the thinqs which men sh0uld no~ trust in, savs the Pible, ls 

an's security sh,,u Jd not be grounded in phy ical power. Man is 

often inclined to do ju~t tha t, esoecia ly ~ collectively, that is, na ti ) ns. 

N.::1 ti<.ns pin their hopes for security on their vast stril, ino power, upon their 
'--~>-"(..~ 

powerft,l armies, navies and their air-fobe -- their atomic stock-piles. Our 
r I 

I 

ible cautions nations not to Du their trust in armies, in horses and chariots 

II kino is not saved by his great army; 

• • 

) 7 !11 ~ /'~· 

~ ~ ;o") 'r l 
a warrior is not deliver db his 

gneat strength. The war-hoYse is a vain hope for victory. And hy its gr at 

mi~ht it cannot save." 
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There are peopJ-= who put their tru. t in wtalth, riches, money. Mone · is ...---
to be t,eir strong fortress. Wealth will b t e sure road w , ich will lead them to 

happiness. -rhe older amon~ you ma recall how many people wh o put th ir trust in 

wealth were, by a sudden turn of fortune, le f t ereft, broken and utterly defense-

less. Our Pible admonishes, "He wh outs } is faitr in his wealth, that man 

~h. -tA. t> 
Some rely entirely upon th mselves, their own knav•led~e, ._,....,.om and 

-t(. 
judgrrient. 

L· 1..-

Thev are sufficient unto t,emselves. 'T'hev do not feel the need of undergirdirg by 
I 

the support and experience of other men. They do not reali?e that f"IO~t of wrnt a "ln 

is
1
is what 

humility. 

h~ve jnvested in him. Thev, accordin&ly, lack both gratitude and 

C 1~), f:l h n c '-t ,, 

"The man who trusts in h"s own mincl is a fool." 

Some peoole rely too much on 0ther men. The make themselves to dependent 

u on the good-will or favor of others. That, to, is a mistake, h cause while some 

peoole are wortJ,v of )ur trust, many are not. In t·mes of trouble, i-1hen you most 

ne d them, t ev "anish. elatives become as unstable as water. Our clos st ones 

verv often turn out to be sle11der reeds upon which to lean. Th r fore, the ible 

again admonishes us: ncursed is the man that trusts in man and malres flesh his arm." 

.\nd so , Lhe &i-ble throughout , as you read its inmortal pa~es and listen to 

\~ ~ 
teach in 1s, admonish s us: its exalted Put not 1our trust in power, in wealth, in 

f-

,ourself or in other men." Do not lay the foundation of vour life in swar1pland and 

'T!orass . 

·-1herein . then shall a man put hi trust? On t ,is tre 
I I 

positive and abundantly assertive: -Z.}G 7;>.l-{} ~'"t. /) f 
ible is crystal clear, 

T,-ust in God and do good ." 

There are two parts to this for 1la, as vou c,ee. Trust in God and do good. his -
for~ula was writ en, I suppose, some twe t - five hundred years a~o . If a man vere 
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to write a for la for securi t today, I do 1ht wheth r he co·1 d write a et er or 

F;dth, my fri nds, is not a luxurv! It is a desperate ne d for en who 

are involved not only in o-reat undertakin~s, in mi ,htv ent rnrises, in tas'<s wt, · ch 
try their ve:rv hea-rt and reins, ut in t-re Ever ·-da • buc,inPss of living. F'~ith is 
nower' ~here are man for~s of f~ith but 

Prima f C .l 
faith in ,od. 

under a~ing or adventure is poc, i le wit~out faith. 
/\ 

Som ear ago, 0r. Lowell of 

in which he said to the young men 0f 

arvard preached a acca ~ureate Ser on 
~ I..Al9".__ 

is day about to so out into their world,-a " much quiet r, ore stable ands c1re world y far than tre world into which t e 
young rn n of this generati n are ent rin : 1·'Ry faith Ca>lunbus sailed across the 
un~nown waters tru ting to find land at the oth e 

mi~rated to the new world, s el ing a ho'!le for a fr 

id • By faith th PilP,rj Fat ers 

e ercis of their reli P, ion . 
~ faith th frontiersmen penetrated deeper and deeper into the wilderness until 
the whole c ntinent was ooened to civi1 ization. P.y faith ..Ja,;;;' in'1ton endured the 
hardshi of all ev oru·e t n • a new and indep ndent nation iQ,ht survive. y faith 
the fra~ rs of the C n titutinn devised a form f ~0vernm nt t ~t thi npti n mi~ht 
e united, pros erout, and permanent. 0 v fa·th Tincoln persevered throuoh the dark 

da~,s of the iv·J t . A.,., th ~t the unitv of the na ion mi 0 ht be prec;en, d and slave 
ab lished. 1'v faith .=-u ton invented the tea oat, an orse the t leQra~h. R 
faith ~rton, ye rnin~ to reduce h man suff rtn~, r lie ed paint rounh anaestt sia 
and made mortern c:n1r,~ery ooss i le. 

exno~ure , an~ died , to take awa, th 

, faith !)r. rro 1 offered himself uo for 

cour~e of el ow ever. And whats all we 
sa of others w~o hv fa·th h v 

1 nted i du tries, huilt railroa s, made inventions 
and discoveries, ded to ·nowl d~e , healed t e si k, p1rified po itics, an i prov d 
social relation , of w~om often th world was not worthy ." 
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o {ai th, my friends, is not a luxury. It is the ~tive power of C 
l.,.v) 

• h"'t do we mean when we spealr of faith in ~od anc: tru t jn Hirn? 

The answer is found in the f o ula: "Trust in Go<l and do good . " In the <loin~ 
l 

of ~ood we demonstrate our faith in a good God. we testif, to our 

faith and 
H{W.. 

our t orlr in the t,·orld he if know it to b trust. '· hAtever may -- we ,.. 

t } [t. ! 

go ·· d, true, h0nest -- then it is "'.r0d's work and we can proceed confidently on 0ur. 

wa . ~e ar e co-w0rkers of ()ne 'Jho is eternal, wro er c1ted llic; world to endure --
~n<l to he inhRrited. If our <lesion for li rino is to do ~00d, then our security 

(__._ __ _ 
rests wit in that verv ~esi~n. ' ·

1 i h ever r n w undertaking of ,, 
our, t ere will 

come a new accec;s ion of' no •1 er. ~ f 'l-p / ''Those w o tru~t in th 

d, renew ti-..eir stren°th, again and again.•· ~uc~ '11en clre secure in t emselves, 

b ecau~e they do not relv 
ct-l ~ ~ 

wealtl:), hut u on the ,-;o -apnroved 
] J.A 

entirelv unon t~ems lves, or unon power or 
"l,, 

integritv f the r work. 'l'he 
I 

work and will in r,od • world, and none tat putt eir trust in Him 

TT ,j L:L ~ ~ • ' . ·,;;,b~~;::;F~~~ 

(. ;l ( t11( ti. i .. I)/ .:1-, - i, {l,\J. i 
::---1) ' 

(jli T ere wi l alwavs t:>e room in.,..~~ lives for ne and nourishin~ visions, 

for there is no limit to the good work wrich a man can do in his world re~ardless 

how narrow his assi~ned domain, how seemingly circumscribed hi~ sph re fin-

fluence . 

,t dream of 

o human ei ng , 

j\ fk_ l-- l,. l 
lendor . 

I\ ," 

the humblest , need go throu~h life wit · ut 
,•14 i.l u .r 5 .; ~ 

f s ccuritv hiJt of fulfill~ent . In 
0 1,..-

seekin~ fulfil rnent ,- that is, in doin~ what we want to do 
1
an<l what we ou~ht to 

do , and in doin~ it to the bet of o abilities - - we s all find life • deepest 

satisf ctions and hi~ est comn£nsations, and we shall not he afraid ''thouPh the 
fa 

earth sh ,,l d chan~e , tl-nuoh the mountains sha1 e in the h al"'t f t e sea, 

th u 0 tts water roar and foam, thouch~ the ma intains trernhle wt its tu u t ••• 

~or ~o will he refuqe and~ trenQ;t, a verv present h pin trouhle ." 

ST 1/"lt> 1 T ~r; '; E Ii 

Janu r, 14, 1962 
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