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THE \.JAYS IN WHICH WE FOOL OURSELVES 

DR. ARBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE TEMPLE 

Today is April first -- also known as April Fool or All-Fools Day. 

the first rlay of t1e lovely month of April sh0uld be so designated, no 

one k•1ows. April first is ~iven o,er to folly. 

imposed unon. ~ome are sent on bootless errands. 

In0ocent people are sportively 

0thers, in ~avs, are 
I> 

made to app ar ridiculous. 

Fea~ts of Fools, hurlesque and quasi -reli~ious f stivals, were oi~d 

in the 
-------:.,---:~~. f< W½ ~~- " 

~iddle Ages , with the connivance and . with the cooperation of ,... 
the church itself. At such timc.s, sacred rituals and objects were travestied 

by the populace, and w c1t wou1d othE::.rwise b r:e arded as sacrilege, wer on 

these occasions tolerated and condoned. These feasts were probably survivals 

of the ancient pagan Saturnalia, when the ~oman mobs cut loose in hi 8h spirits, 

and indulged in all forms of ribaldry, buffoonery and license. These were 

and disciplines of every- day life. 

Professional fools or j sters existed in all tim sand in all countries. 

: in~s had their of cicial royal fools whos function it was to am11se them and 

their courts, to cause lau~hter by their very looks, th ·r dress, their antics 

or their wit . They operated on the principle of ~osaline i.n 'As You Like It": 

"I had rather h<1ve a fool to mal,.e me merr} t an experience to make me sad". 

Sometimes these court fools were deformed human cre8ture, who by their 

i.v-L·vt 
very u~liness , their dwarfed and deformed bodies, were dressed uo fanta tically 

" 
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in motley, with cap, bells and baubles, extitted laughter and gayet . There 

was an active trade in the Middle Ages in these rr~nufactured human monstrosities, 

just as there was in castrated boys who were trained to become adult soprano 

sin~ers in church choirs. Even Pope Leo X, we are told, liked to keep at his 

court in the Vatican a number of jesters and buffoons. This accorded with 

the custom of his : ather and of contemporary kings,. r< "To bring him a person 

whose wit, deformity or imhecllity could refresh his spirit, was an open 

sesame to his heart". 

Why lords and ladies sh ould feel better and he amused on watching 

l-"',~,r 
stunted, humpbacked dwarfs, freaks and monstrosities, only a psychoa1 y; = 
can say. To have a tast-e for such fa-re is evidently some form of s~dism and 

human depravity. In the Roman mpire, it was customary for weal thy people to 

keep half-witted and deformed sl;;tv es in their houses for purposes of enter­

tainment, and the greater the deformity, the hi Q;her was their purchase pr ice. 

The professional fool was to be found ever" whe r e, among aJl cultures, 

and he has survived to this day in the circus-clown, the slap-stick comedian,~~ 

the "dummy" in the ventrifloquist act. He was not ah,:ays a helpless fool. 

Sometimes he merely "played'' the fool. The "witty" fool is not uni•nown to 

good literature. 

Enid T..Jelsford> who wrote an interesting book> nThe Fool ' - His Social 

and Literary History" _,. C'.)ncludes that th c:s fools served a variety of 

purpose. 

The Fool or clown was primarily the butt or laughing-stock -- "He 

Who Gets Slapped". He was the safety-valve for the suppressed instincts of 

the bully in a 11 men. 
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But he also provided a subtler balm for the fears and wounds of those 

who are afflicted with an inferiority complex -- which is true of the greater 

part of hwnanity, if we may believe our psychologists. Most men are subject to 

the blows of fate and of people stronger and wiser than themselves. The Fool 

represents the cause of the stupid against the clever, of the weak against the 

strong. Every man is prepared to identify himself with the Fool as he turns 

the tables on his chastisers, defeats the powerful, outwits the wise, and 

assumes the most effective of all roles, the role of David against Goliath, 

the role of the p~iah triumphant. "It is this note of subtly disguised self­

pity," says the author, 11that Charlie Chaplin strikes with such genius and 

with such success." 

But, it is not of such professional fools that I wish to speak this 

morning. These belong to the world of ente tainment, where they amuse lali 

fiW'#3 ; gnt- people by their very ap~e, ;;;;~~siness or .th 1 r stupidity. 

Nor do I wish to speak of the large element of folly which is to be 

found in every one of us. "What fools these mortals be," declared Robin 

Goodfellow, a Pu.ck, in Shakespean•s "A Midsummer Night's Dream," but few 

mortals are~ed to admit it~We beguile ourselves into believing that 
/) 

we know more than we really do. Few of us have the wisdom to say: , -6< 1Jk 
-;-- r \..~nuc.u..-f() -1 J 1< {cl I "I am ignorant, I do not know." The longings of our he~ fiasli 

..,.. " ;. 

shimmering mirages before our eyes. Our strong desires feed our proliferating 

fancies. How often do men deceive themselves into believing that what is bad -
is really for their good; that what they have obtained they really merited; 

that they can be happy only when rich; that what really counts are clothes aaa 

jewels end .... , and .fine feathers. How often do people persuade themselves that 

they are admired when they are only flattered; that they can have love without 
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sacrifice, power without vexation, ad.. that their strength wiJJ/"oe inexhaustible 
~~ ~ -- I I 

and time will never run out for them. How many self-deluded pfopl think that 

" they are casting in indestructible bronze when they are only writing in dust! 

It is out of these self-deceptions that so much of the pathos and tragedy of 

human existence derive, and so much of its comedy and bitter irony. 
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" 
Rut not even of this tvpe of folly do I wish to speak this ~nrning, U,...() 

than of Pierrot, Punc, or Harlequin of staPe or pantomi~e. I wish to 
? • I ~ • I 

speak of t,.,eA'ool a the Pi le knmvs im. 
I' t 

In the 0 ible hie is not a defor,,ed ryerson . He is not fantastica ly ac-

coutered and do _s nt)t sport a cap and ~ells . He is not retained by anyone 

for "")urposes of entertai ment. In fact, he does not aMUse at all, and he is 
C.o'4S,~ 

always evil. 

" The Bible has many names for this kind fa fool. 

especially, abounds in ref rences to him. ~e is called 
,-

rJ'd -- ~o t often IJ//c -- probably fr ,m the verb . · .. · 

The Book of Proverhs, 

hj ,, ? ,>'1 =1 , Jl I fo.::, 

(ft I -- which C'r 

means •· to grow thick", es of fluids. The Rible is very sharp in condemning 

hi~, almost as 

i -:ts tances, the 

~>;·~ slarp a~ it is in condemning the~1CKed~and the sinner. In some 

two -- the Fool and the wicked, {,//(and the <il? are placed in .,,, . 
juxtaposition. 

What is th~re a~out the fo, l that so arouses Biblical an~er? ·Jell , -
in the first place he is thick-set and will not budge. He i satisfied with 

thinqs ac; they ar 
1

and with himself. 

is proud and arrogant. He wiJ 1 nt t con ider anything new. ~-hen experience 

wou 1 d suggest anot er course, he 'di~s in"'; he simply wi 1 1 not budge. He 

alwa" ! nows better. Her sents the intrusi< n of new i<leas an abhors the 

He 

teache•Sf new ideas. Pe hates in tructi n and co~recti n. It is not t,at he 

is incapable of learning. He simply sets himself a ainst it. There is a 

Hindu say in : "Th ·,u 0 h a fool spend all his life i th wi~e me 1, he wi l know 



the truth no more than a spoon knows the taste of soup". He never acknowledges -
a mistake. He is always ri~ht. -

Scripture itself is at a loss to kn~v whether to argue with such a 

fool or not. We rad: 
~ "Ans,~r not a fool according to his folly, lest you be 

like him y urself". And a~ain we read: "An wer a fool according to his folly, 

le t he be wise in his own eves" (2~.4-5). 

Rut the srnu~ness, the stupid obstinacy, the cloc:;ed, impervi us mind, 

the i ·npudent contempt of learn· ng of such fools are denounced and c ")ndemned in 

the ~ible in no uncertain terms. 

"Fools despise wisdom and instruction" (1.7). 

" fool takes no pleasure in understandi g, 

but onlv in expressino his opinion" (l~.2). 

"The way of a fool is (al ays) right in his 

own eyes, hut a wise man 1istenes to advice" (12.15). 

"In the mouth of the fool is a rod of pride" (14. 3). 

"The complacence of fools shall destroy th m" 

e ('"),>.J\ ('I r;O~ ..J, 1 f-t_: (1.32) 

But this same stubborn, knowledge-resisting, and truth-rejecting fool 

will at the same time go c mpletely hay-wire when it comes to accepting evil 

rumors, hate propoganda, hearsay and scandal-mJn~ering. He will accept them 

without a moment's reflection or examination. Education he will resist, but 

not propaganda. He will listen avidly to the bigot, the fire-brand, the sower 

of discord and suspicion am n~ men. ~ r /'" /<1 ,_,._ (14.15) -· 

"The fool believes everythin~"· ut he will turn a deaf ear to the sa~e, 

the so er scholar. the sound thinker. the friend of man. 
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~uch credulous dolts -- a · d remember that "ever since Adam, fools 

ha •e been in the majority' -- are veritable putty in the hands of u<ta1(,' crafty 

political adventurer Through a skillful xp l oitaLj )O of their easy credulity, -

ich readily conforms to their innate desire to believe what they are told ~ 

what we w~h
1
we generally believe to be true, and the easiest persJn to 

deceive is ,:1ne• s self -- free societies have been overthrown by unscrupulous 

and wick d men and great evil has been wrou~ht in the world. Time and again, 

fools, moved and incited by crafty knaves, h ve destro 1 ed the world. Tell ----these people the simple truth, and they wi 11 reject it out of hand. Tell them 

the big lie, and thev wi 1 1 shout"'iieg Heil"in wild acclaim. , ive them re-

soundin~ slogans, Pive them rousin~ catch-~ords, give them thin~s or people 

to hate and add a touch o~ intriguing secrecy to •our plan of operation, and 

t ev Are , uYS bodv and soul. 

And once these men, so cd>ld and unresponsive to trut, are bewitched 

by half-truths, by distorted facts, by canards and flyino rumors, they become 

terribly belligerent about it. ~hey ~o on the war-path. They want to destroy 

and to annihilate. They are not interested in correcting, in improving, in ... ~ 

adju ting, in compromisin~, t::a employ~e techniques of peaceful progress. 
I 

They want a show-downf They do not look ahead and consider the possible con-

sequences o[ their provocative belligerency. 

A few weeks a o, eighteen t ousand Rightists rallied in . . adis0n Square 

Carden tn New V rk City to demonstrate for a refurbished neo-conservatism. 
cl. 

Among the major speakers was one who called for "new ord rs"/~ given 

as follows: 
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·To the Jo'nt Chiefs of ~taff: Prepare for an immediate 
... 

landing in Havana. 

"To the Cormnander in t\erlin: Tear down the wall • 
.... 

"To our chief of missi )n in the Congo: Chan~e, sides. 

-
•·To the chief of the C.I .. : You are to encourage 

-liberation movements in every nation of the world under Comnunist" 

Of such irresponsible and prating windbags -- and the word "fool 

is derived from a Latin word which means "a windbag" -- Scriptures say: 

_) T' ~])_,:' (Jl )~ "The .1a,1..,..a:: a fool is an imminent ruin." 

I ~-~~""2... -

y that ~ery token, 1"b All who do not see thinos as these do 
I 

'lri,eming a~-4;,,.;;.;;:~w~a-r4¾y enemies of all that is sacred,_of family, home,country 

and reli~ion. These men take up the cudgels for the Almighty. Without their -
vigilance, the Lord God of Hosts mig,t easjly be defeated by the comnunists ••• 

Over anrl over again, the Rible speaks of the content! usness of the 

fool who is continua11y sowin~ discord r,, le r~ "Everv fool . . -
• 

goes ahout snarling". "A fool's Jips call for strife, and his mouth incites 
--- -

to blows" (l~.6). "A stone is heavy, and sand is wei2;ht, hut a fool's 

provocation is heavier than both." 

I suspect that such men who go ahout, swao~ering and swa h- uckling 

in perilous times .aft in j tense and dangerously poised world, are really 

enamored of strife , of destructiveness and upheaval for their own 

sake. They prefer ruin and chaos t orderly progress. They are in favor of -
all change, pr virled it is a chan~e backward, not forward. I r l 
" heaval is in his heart." They have no constructive program for the -uture 

of a democratic society in a rev lutionary age which has definitely broken 
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with much of the past 

way of life for all m 

and is rcsoLutely r aching out f or a new, 

n. There is no ca~or <rision 
A I 

and fuller 

for moral 

initiative, for coura e, for faith. f fear or frustratio 11 , or 

spiritual exhausti0n, they choo e "to leave the strai~ht and ri 0 hteous paths 

and to turn back and walk in the ays of darkness". 

Oui t recently I read a fine article by Arbara \ ard in the tlantic 

magazine, titl d 'In Time of ~rial". She write of men and nations in our 

Western ' or d who are unwi 11 • n,z to fa ce the radical changes o ' the ew A~e. 

~s f~r as our own country is cnncerned, she declares: 

"T e refusal to face chanoe is thPre, in the t n::Iency to look with 

nostalgia to a golden past in ,;. r i ch America was free of Com•runists and al lies 

and taxes and unions and "bi~ government", in the exaltati n of pure 1 y 

natl nalist interests, in economic isolationis and the growth of the pro-

tectionist spirit." 

1- nd she concludes her article with t hese words: 

' ' In its roots a nd aspirations, Western civilization is tu r ned toward 

~he future, not the past; to~ard experiment, not the status quo; toward creation; 

toward " a new heaven and a new e rth", not a safe an<l static world. It is 

precisely this quality of inventivenes, of vi ion, of courage to dream that 

has made estern society, for good and evil, the catalyst and prime mover 

in a world of ma~njficent but somnolent civilizations . If that quality were 

lost todav, if no vision of the future in: ormed its policies, no lift of hope 

encouraged its efforts, no faith to go furt er and do etter inspired its 

aims, then the hulk of its reatness mi~ht survive. Rut the soirit wou d be 

dead. The trial of soul we face to1ay is t o outdream the C, mmunist visi naries , 
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outwork t'1e Communist fanatics, and outdare the voices of def atism and dis­

coura~ement wit in our own society. And ti is precisely the challenoe which 

'~est rn ~an, a~ain and aaain in hi~ millennial record, h ~s ~et and measured 

and tri u'Tiphant y overcome." 

nuite in keepin~ with this fearless call to b 1 ild,in faith and vision, 

the good society of tomorrow, is the one single fool whom the Rible greatly 

extolls -- t e Fool of Faith -- the man whom foolish men deem to be a fool 

because he speaks to them of trut , , of ·ustice, of brotherhood, of peace --

the prophet wh m men call a fool~ 

peo?le bait and brand as mad: 

It is these It, >ls of ,od 
t 

, the spiritual teader whom 

once rn ~: ed, reviled, stoned or consign d 

to th ~ flames, gave us,-because they loved mankind with such stern, unending 

" purpose, and with such boundless passion for ju tice, equality and peace,-

whatever we now possess of truth, goodness and eauty, who discovered new worlds 

for us and who dispel led the gross darkness which enveloped us. 

Every p-enera ti on spurned its prophets, for the were goads and prods .. ,. 
d'7hev dro e men forward on rugged roa·s to hiiher levels and 411111 luminous peaks. 

lways they demanded the arduous hetter from men who were cont nt to rest at 

ease in Zion. ~ch prophet was a stone which the btilders rejected, hut which 

A.~ 
became the chjef corner-stone of then w society. 

" 
,od be praised for those Fools of Faith who were the wisest men. Would - ,.. 

that we had more such fools a111ong the very kttow~, practical and worldly-wise 

.\0 ~ 
~tatesmen of our day who are driving our world precipitously to the brink of ruin. 

~ f' 

SUNDAY \If RNI , 
April 1, 1962 



Today is April first - - al o known as April Fool or All-Fools Day . Why 

the first da, oft e lovel), month of April sh u db so designat d , no one knows . 
April first is given over to fo 1 ly . Innocent p ople are sportively impos d 
upon . 

~ Som are sent on bootless errands. Others, in other ways, made to app ar ,.. 
ridiculous . 

Feasts of Fools , burlesque and quasi - reli~ious festivals , wer obser ed 

int e ._idd e Ages , with the cn'inivance anrl som times ~ith the coop r .,ti on of 

th church itself . At such times , s eer d rituals and oh1ect wer tra,estitd 

bv th vooulace , and wha would othe:ndse be re~arded as acri le~e, were on 

thes occasions tolerat d and C•)ndon d . Thec:.e feasts were probably survivals 

of th ancient pagan Saturnalia , when the Roman f'TlObs cut loose in hi~h spirit , 

and indulged in all forms of ribaldry , buffoonery and license . Thes er 

explosive d ys of release frc)m the dull routi , the hard exactions, th cars 
and disciplines of every- day life . 

Professjonal fools or jesters existed in all times and in all countries. 

Kin~s h~d their official royal fools whose function it was to amuse them and 

their court , to cause lauP,hter by their very looks , their dress , their antics 

or th ir wit . They operated on the principle of Rosaline in "As Vou Lik It": 

"I had rather hav a fool to make m merr_ than experience to make me sad" . 

~ometimes these court fools were deformed human creatures , who by their 

very u~lines , their dw~rfed and deformed hodie~ ,\Hlich were dr ssed up fan­

tastically in motley , wit~ cap , hells and baubles , excited lau~ht rand gayety . 

There \..~a s an activ trade in the ~Hddle :\P,es in these manufactured human 

~nnstrosities , ju~t as th re wa in castrated h~;~ ~ho wer tratned to heco 
adu .t soprano sing rs in church choirs . ven Pope Leo , - we are told , lik d 



to keep at his court in th . Vatican a nurnt--cr of Jesters and huffoons. 

accorded with the cu~torn of ri 11 
father an of comtemporary klnRs .•.. To 

This 

bring 

him a perc;on whose wit, deformity or imhecilit c uld refr sh his spirit, was 

an ooen sesame to his heart' • 

.Jhv lords and ladies should feel retter and e amused on watch· g st nted, 

hump-bac~ed dwarfs, freaks and monstrosities
1

on1y a ps _~hoanalyst can say. 

To h ~ ,e a taste for such fare is evidentJv some form of sadi m and human depravity . 

In the ~oman mpire, it was customary for wealth_ people t0 keep half-vJitted 

anl deformed slaves in their houses for pur.oses ,)f entertainment, and the 

grater the deformity, the higher was their purchRse price. 

The professional fool was to be founci f-ver •wh r , among all cultures, ani 

he h"ls survived to this day in the circus-clown, the .~lap-~tick comedian, 

the "dummy" in the ventriloquist act. He wa not al a s h helple s fool. 

Someti"TJ sh merely "play d" the fool. The" itty' ' fool is not unl<n wn to good 

literatur. 

·nid 'elsford, who wrote an int resting book, " he Fool" - Hp; Social and 
,, 

T iterar 1listor, - concludes that these fools served a varlet of purpos s. 

1'he Fool or clown was prirrari ,l>y tlie butt or laughing-~tocl< -- 'He Who 

~ets ~la~ped••• He was the safet -valve for th suppressed instinc s of the 

hu ly in all men. 

'R11t he also provided a subtler balm for the fears and wound of thoc;e who 

are afflicted with an i~f riori y co~plex -- wl1ich is true of the ~reater part 

of humanity, if we may helie 1e our psycholo~ists. ~ost men are suh·ect to the 

lows of fate and of peop e stron9:,er and wis r than themselves. The Fool repre­

sents the cause of the stupid against the clever, of the weak a~ainst the strong. 
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Every man is prepared to identify hi.mself with the Fool c1s he turns the t bl s 

on his chastiser, defeats the powerful, outwits the wise, and assumes the 

most effective of all roles, the role of David a~ainst Goliath, the role of the 

pariah triuMphant. "It is this note of subtly disguised self-pity' says the 

author, "that Chc1rlie Chaplin strikes with such genius and with such success" . 

ut, it is not of such professional fools th~t I wish to speak this m rning. ~ 

These belong to the world of entertainment, where they amuse and deliRht p ople 
j c;...~''A.'' 

by t eir very appearance, their clumsines or theirs upiditv./\1.~~ 

t.,( J.{. ~-naie of Pierrot, Punch or Harlequin of sta~e or pantomime• of the as the 

~ible knows hh1. 

In the ~ible he is not a deformed person. He is not fantastically 

nrl oee not sport a cap an~ hells. He is n t r tained hv anvone for purpo!;e~h 
~•J(.. 

of entertainment . In fact, h does not amuse at a 1, 

identif on_g_ our acquaintances. He ·s e wh efus rec 

s-el ~. 

The Pible has many names for tliis kind of a fool. The Rook of Prnverhs, 

especially, abounds in references to him. He is cal led )?j ,-< t J.f~ -, on 
I
r, o .:l 

I I 

-- most often probably from the verb {ie, .J. -- wrich 

mans "to grow thick", as of fluids. The ~ible is very shaJ'p i condemning him, 

almost as sharp as it is in condemning the wicked and the sinn r. In some 

instances, the two the Fool and the wicked, Ci<and the 1e"lare placed in 

juxtapo. it ion. 

\ hat is there about the fool that so arouses Riblical an er? 

WeJl, in the first place he is thicl<--set and will not udge. He is satis-

fied with things as th , arr anrl wirr himself. He is cont nt to remain what he is. 
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He is proud and arrogant. He wi 1 nor con-i--fer anythinP, new. t• n experience 

ould su~gest another course, he ''diRS in•·; he simply wi 11 not udge. He alwa_ s 

knows better. He resents the intrusion of new ideas ~nd arhors the teachers of 

new ideas. He hate~ instructi0n and correct\on. It is not thnt he is in-

capa le of lea rning. He simply sets himself against it. There is a Hindu sa ing: 

"Thou~h a fool spend all his life with wise men, he wi 11 lrnow the truth no more 

than a spoon knows the taste of soup". He never acJ, now 1 edges a mis take. He is 

ah.mys ri~ht. 

Scripture itself is at a loss to know whether to argue with such a fool 

or not. We read: "Answer not a fool according to his fo ly, lest you he like 

him yourself". And a~ain we read: "Answer a fool according to his folly, lest 

he e wise in his own eyes" (26.4-5). 

But the smugness, the stupid obstinacy, the clos d, impervi0us mind, the 

i pudent contempt of learning of such fools are denounced and condemned in 

the ~ihle in no uncertain terms. 

"Fools despise wisdom and instruction" (1. 7) 

"A fool takes no pleasure in understandin~, 
but onl in expressing is o inion'' (lP.2). 

'The wav of a fool ls (alwavs) right in hiR own 
e es, hut a wise man li~tens to advice'' (12.15) 

"In the uth of the fool is a rod of pr\de" (14.3). 

"The complacence of fools shall des roy t-iem" 

?', "" e ) r, O~ --"t ~~ 
• 

(1. 32) 

, and truth-rejecting fool Rut this same stuEbornlknowledge-resistin 

will at the same time go c pletely hay-wire 

hate propo~anda, 

G. (..(£ J?. fl "' , 
hen it comes to evil rumors, 

f-. 



hearsay and scandal-monger\n~. He will ace p t them without a moment•s refl ction 

or examination. Education he will resist, but not propoganda. H wi11 list n 

avi. l • to the bigot, th fire-brand, the sower of discord and suspicion among m n. 

2 ~ G r 1,,4;_, IJ\. ~ (14 .15) "The fool believes everything''_ (; ,J t 
he wi 11 turn a deaf ear to the sage, the sober scholar, the sound think r, 

the friend of man. 

<;uch Cr" dulous dolts -- and remember that "ever since Adam, fools have 

heen in the majority" -- are veritable pu ty in th hanns of~fty political 

adventurer • Through a sl, f llful exp citation of their easy cred11J ity, wl-.ich 

readily conforms to their innate desire to believe what they ~re told -- and what 

we wish we ~enerally helieve to e true, and the ea iest person to deceive is 

ne•s self , Free societies ha •e been ~•erthr n y unscrupulous and wicked 

men and ~rat evil has heen wrou~ht in the world. 1me and a~ain, fol , mov d 

by crafty knaves, ha"e destro,ed the world. Tell these people the simple truth, 

and they will r eject tout of hand. Tell them the big lie, and the ill shout, 

J;{:J_, il ! , in wild aclalm. Gi e them resounding slogans, give them rousing 

catch-words, give them things people to hat and add a touch of intriguing ecrecy 
toy ur plan of operati n, and they are your body and soul. 

, nd one these men, so cold and unr sponsive to truth, ar he itched by 
h~lf-truths, hy distorted facts, hy canard and flying rumors, they become~• 

bellig rent abo11t it. 6
on the war-path. They want to destroy~ 

KB}(XalXXJIIUl}QXllX. 

Thy are not int rested in &Alla~xa-s*Rg¥ ~i~RxisxtRa 

correcting, in i~pr vin~, le in afusting, in compromising, • 

~~-~ a show-don. Thev do not look 
p aceful progrc5s. h y 

the po ihle consequence 
fr 

of their ncy. 



A few weeksrago, , eigh ee iu~htists ralliedlin Madison C,quare 
to ~-- ..,....Jr ~ ..,._,....iolZli~-..- ..A. • ~ u • lA 

~arden in New York Citv. Among the major speakers was a nu,K4i~~1, 

edit.or of t. t ti al~ vi M C?azine. H 
, , r 

called for 1 new orders to be 

given as follows: 

"To the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

Prepare for an immediate landing in Havana. 

" To the omnander in ~erl i. n: Tear down the wal 1. 

•·To our chief of missi •')n in the Congo: C an~e sides. 

"To the chief of th C.I.A.: Vou are to encourage liberation 

movements in every nat;on of the world un 1er Communist. " 

Of Sl.tCh irresponsible and prating wind ags -- and the; word "fool" is 
~ ,, 

derived from a latin w rd which means a windbag -- Sc~iptures say: 

" The mouth of a fool is an imminent ruin." 

.iv \. I,. ' • 
thos,e who do not ee do are, by that v ry scheming 

and cowardly enemies of all that is sacred, of family, home, country and 

religion. the cudge s for the Almighty. Without their 

vi~llance, the Lord God of Ho ts might asily be defeat d by the communi~ts ••• 

who is continually sovin~ discord -

''Every fool goes snarling". "A fool's lips call for ~trife, and hi mouth ,.... 
i'lcites to hlows" (1~.f>). ''A st'"lne is h0avy, and sand is weig ty, hut a fool's 

provocation is heavier t both ." 

I suspect ,.._.ll...lt:.0~6 go a out iD 1111:taxi:~ swag~erin~ and swash-

~uc i ng in ,, e nerilous times and in 

, 
tense and danP,erously poised world 

ur are really enamored of strife, as such, of destructivene sand upheaval 



- It 

for their own sake. They ruin ard chaos orderly -
orogrec;s. 

...,U6- ,, l 
They~favor all change, provided it is a change backward, not 

forward. , i, r 2 
~, 

~ ,)..A "Upheaval is in his heart." 

They have no constructive program for the future of democratic society 

in a revolutionary age which has definitely broken with much of the past• 

and is resolutely reach ing out for a new, and fuller way of life for all .,rv~-- • 
...tA. - -t,-~ 

There is no call f or vision among them, for a;:..ir.,~ - ••.-.-, for coura~e, for 

faith. 

"to lea e the strai2;ht and righteous paths and to turn hack and walk in the 

wavs of darkness." 

nuite recently I read a fine article by Rarbara Ward in the Atlantic 

maoazine, "In Time of Trial". She writes of men and n.:ttinns in 

,Je9~ern ~orld who are unwillin to face the radical changes of the New Age. 

As far as our own country is concerned, she de lares: 

0 The refusal to face change is there, in the tendencv to look with 

nostalgia to a ~o lden past in which A~er ' ca was free of Cormrunists an<l 

allies and taxes and unions and "bi~ ~overnment," in the exaltation of 

purely nAti onalist intere ts, in economic isolationis~ and the growth of 

the protectionist spirit." 

And she concludes her article with these words: 

"In its roots anrl aspirations, Western civilieation is turned 

toward the future, not the past; toward experiment, not the status quo; 

toward creation; toward "an w heaven and a new earth", not a safe and 

static world. It is precisely this quality of inventiveness, of vision, 

of courage to dream that has made Western society, for good and evil, the 

catalyst and prime mover in a world of magnificent but somnolent civilizations. 



_,,, __ If that quality were lot today, if no vision of th future informed its 

policies, no lift of hope encouraged its ffort, no faith to go further and 

do better inspired its aims, then the hulk of its gr atness mi9,ht survive. But 

the spirit wot1ld be dead. The trial of soul we face today is to outdream the 

Communist visionaries, outwork the Comnunist fanatics, and outdare the vices 

of defeatism and discoura:,ement within our own society. And this is precisely 

the challen~e which Western man, again and a~ain in his millennial record, has 

met anri rnea ured and triumphantly overcome. " 

. 
i..5 w I 

')uite in l·eepin~ with t:::aie fearless call to build(.lthe good society of ~-
-=>' ~ 

the one fool whom the ~Ible ( 
t tomorrow i ls 

I 
/'\ d./J.J,,.;,.A t> r;:. t I' 

f oli. men evnaim hecau e he e fool of pa i th 
~ e tolls -- t -- t e ~whom 

I 
s eaks to them of truth, o• _justice, of ro 

whom m n call~a fool. 

l niad : J) / -, ,) ? t I c;. ) .f; 

,>. 
It is tht e fools of once mocked , r viled , ston d or consigned 

to the flam s, ,.._,_1,,~tever we now possess of trut, goodness and beauty 
/4 who discov red new worlds for ..-n and dispell 
/' 

d thef~ess which 
A 

enveloped 

} ~~J I 

neration spurn~d ~, for they were .as~ 

drove men ru~ged roads to hi~her le~. wavs the 
J ,... 

better from men who were 

Kne which the buil~ers re ,c. 

the new society. 

/' 
ntent to rest at ea e in Zion . Each prophe was a 

cted hut which became the chief corner stone of 

~od be praised for those ools of faith who w re the wisest men . 
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yr; IN I' HC 1 .JE Fr ')L Otm'-iELVES 

• . B A Ht1-LE 

'mE TEMPLE 

IL''ER 

oday ts April fir t -• al o kn n. April Fool or All -Fools nay. 

"hv the fir~ t ay of the lovely mrmth of , pril s ;uld e so de tgnated, no 

one ·~owa . ApT i 1 first ,. n over t o folly. In"ocent people are sportively 

imp se 1J ,,:,n . ~om ~re sent on bootless errands. 
j I I I ' l \ 

0ther , tn1 ther wavs, are 

o~ ~t-re i~iou~ feqtivals, were observed 
' 

in th_ ~tddle ge , with the con lvan and ~ with the cooper tton of 
J 

the church it elf. At su h times , sacred rituals and objects were travestied 

by t e p ulace, and h ·, t 110•1ld otherwis e e"arded as acr lege, were on 

the~e occ sions tolerated and condoned. These feasts were probably survivals 

of t c ancient agan . aturnali , when the ~oman no s cut loose in hi .,h spirits, 

and indulged 1n all forms of ribaldry, hu foonery and licen.e. These were 

explosive day of rele se from the dull routine, the hard exac tions, the cares 

an disctpli es of e ry-day ,life. 

Profess! nal fools or j esters exited ln all times and in all countries. 

Kln°s h.1d t eir ofrtci 1 ro 1 fools whoRe uncti r:,n it was to • muse them and 

their court, to c use !au , t r b thefr v ry lo k., the'r dress, their antics 

or their wit. 'T'h v o . r ted n the prt nci le f o a 1ne in 'As You Like It": 

" I h d r t er h . , a f ol to merry t n ex ertence to make me sad". 

met t e court f ~ hum~n ere tures, w o by their 

ve U"' 1 n ._ t t r rf d and for odi r s. d up fantastically 



in motle_ • with c · • e C 

w a n acti e tr in h 

jue t A ther i c a~tr t d 

) u le , exc it l aughter n 1y t . There 

ys who 

in these ma u ACtl red hur n mon trositi s, 

r~ tra·~ed to ) c > e dult soprano 

sin1ers inc urch choirs. E en P pe Lo X, e are t ol , liked t o keep at hls 

court in the V~tic · n m• er of jesters and uf on. ts accor ed with 

t he cuc; tom of is c t r nd f c ntemporary in s - "To l--ri g him a pers n 

who e wit , eformity or imhecllity could r e fre h his irit, as open 

ses me t o hi h e r t". 

tor And ladi i:, s '>t d f , 1 bett r an"' e amused on ,·atchln& 

st I t .d, humph ckerl c!wn f. , frP.r.. • n on~tro , ti s , only a psyc oanali,y9t 

can SA~'. To h , ve a aste for sue far is ev rlently s ,me f rm of sadism and 

h11man depravity. In h Qt n • , t re , 1 t was cue; tomaey for weal thy people t.o 

keep h If-witted and eformed sl a ea in their u es for nur ose of enter-

t ainment, nd t ~reater th d formttv, t he hi ~her was t . e ir purchase price. 

"'he pro esq on 1 fool " 8!; t h ound ever ·wh l"'e 1 among all cultures, 

and he ha~ survive t thi ay in th . clrc s-clown, th 

the "du " in e ventri ♦ loq 1st act. He was rDt al •a 

lap- tick comedian, . 

ah lpless f ool. 

<;omet imes he erely "pla d" t he fool. The "witty" fool is not un ·nown to 

good literat r e. 

Enid ~elf rd, who wro te an 1 t resting book, ' The Fool - His Social 

nd Literary History" -- c onclud • th t th e e foo ls erv a variety of 

purp ses. 

The ol or clo-n w 

Who Gets Slap1ed• . H 

the bul yin l n . 

r,r t ri ly the but t or lau h i n -stock -- "He 

t e fety-v, lve f or t le uppre ed instincts of 
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But he also provided a subtler balm for the fears and wounds of those who are 

afflicted with an inferiority co~plex -- w ich 1 true of the ~rPater part of humanity. 

if we may helte·e our psycholo~i~ts. t-bst men are subject to the blows of fate snd of 

people stronger an wiser than t~emaelves. The Fol represent• the cause of the stupid 

against the clever, of t~e weak a9.atnst the strong. Every man ts prepared to identify 

himself with the Fool as he turns t e tables on hts chastisers, defeat ahe powerful, 

outwits the wise, am as~umes the most effective of all roles, the role of na , td against 

Goliath• the role of tre pariah ~rtumphant. "It is bhls note f ubtly disguised 

self-pity,'' says the author, " that Charlie Chaplin strikes with such genius and with 

such succua." 

But, it is not of such professional fools that I wish to peak this mor ing. 

These belong to the world of entertai ment, where they arru e peo le by t eir very 

looks, slyness, clumsiness or stupidity. 

Jor do I wish to speak of the !arge element of folly which is to e found tn 

every one of us. "What fools these mortals be," declared Robin Goodfellow, a Puck. 

in Shakespeare•• 0 A Midsunrner Nt ht's Dre m", but few f'Drtal 

admit , t. 

re rally prepared to 

'e b guile ouraelves into elteving t at we know more th n w re l ly do. 

Few of u h ~ve tle isdom to y: 

The lengir«• of our hearts frequently f n h hi ering mirn ,es hefore owr eyes. Our 

atr,ng desires feed our proliferating fancies. How often do men ecei e themselve,r 

t to be ievtng t at what i ad i r ally for t ctr own good; th nt what the" h~e 
/ 

obtained they really merited; that they can e ha py only when rich; tot what really 

counts are clothes and ftne feath rs. How ften do people persuade themselves that 

they are admired when they are only flatter d; that t ey can have lov without sacrtflce, 

power wit . ut vexation, that their trength wt 1 forever be inexhau ttble, and that 

time will never run ut fo~ them. How many self-deluded people think t ' t they are 

casting in indestructible bronze when they are only wr ting in dust! It 1 out of these 

self-deceptions th t so rruch of the pathos and tragedy of h•,- ... n 1 t d l 
,uu x R enc• er ve. and ao 



.• .. 

·.J .. 

tt in.st UC ilf .t-l 

~th. 

Rut not ven of t h i t v ·1 of folly o I wish to t 1 m t·ni ng, 

flJl!IIJ-m0 e than o t, Punc or Harlequi. •• ,= sla 1 • nt mime. I wish to 
r 

speak of 

In the ~1 e he is ot a formed 0erson. He is not fantastically ac-

couter d E,ni4 <l cs n,-t sport a c and ells . He l ot ret a ined hy <,yonc 

for . urµ _l_ 1..~.... f ,>ntert inment. Tn f ct, he does not amuse at 11, and he is . 
. 

alway , • ; 1. 

The 1 • ,,y n _ me f"J r thi :- ind of a f oo I . The Book of Prcv~rbs, 

especially, abounds in refere ces to hi~ . qe is call d 

-- '110 t often -- pr ba ly from the v rb -- which 

means ••to grow thick", as of fluids. The Bi le i ve-ry sharp in condemning 
. ' . 

him, almost ass arp ~s it is inc· .demning the wtcked1and the sinner. In me 

instances, the two -• the Fool n the wicked, 

juxtaposition. 

and the are placi!d ln 

Ph t 1s th r ,! about the fool that o arouses Ri bl teal anger? We 11, 

in the first place he is thick-set a nd will not budge. He ts satisfied with 

thinos as they are and with himself. a t ~ -content t 

ls proud and arrogant. Re wi 1 l n t consi ner anyth i ng n • Phen experience 

w u d su g st an t er c urse, he 0 dt~s in' ; he lmpl 111 not budge. Re 

alwa,,9 nows better. He r r> ent t e intrusi n of new t leas a abhors t • 

t ch..- of new i re ~. He tes in truction arrl co~recti n. It is ot tat he 

i incapa le of e~rnin . H lm l et i elf a~ int it. There is a 

Hindu say1nP.: " foo l n all his life with \ ~ _ m 1 , he w 1 11 1 now 



the truth no 

t s t ke . 1 is l r t ht. 

- -
knows t e t as te oi s up" . e n ver acknowled es 

Scriptur t . l f ta l o q~ to k r y whe t , r t o gue wt th uch a 

f ool or not. 'e r , d : ,. ns .r n t f o 1 accordin~ t o i fol y, lest you be 

like him urse f ' . And a a in we read: "Answer a f o ccord ng t o his foily. 

let he be wi e in his own ye '(2~.4-5). 

Rut t he s Anesa, t he stupid obstinacy, the closed, impervt us mind• 

the i pudent cont t of lea rni ng of such fools are denounced and C•)ndemned in 

the ~ i. l i n no uncertai n tP.r ms . 

' Foo l ... des µ l se t- i srlom , nc • · truct ion" (1.7). 

/ fo 1 ta es n pleasure in understanding, 

to l y in expre c; in 1s o pi n ion' (l P. .2 ) . 

"The w y of a foo l ic:; (always ri ~h t in his 

own eye , i t a wise man I i tenes t o advice" (12.1 5). 

" In th mouth of t e f ool i s a rod of pride" (14.3). 

• The c omplacence of f ools sha l 1 destroy them" 

t this same s t ubborn. knowledge-resisting, a1 truth-rejecting fool 

will at the a~e time o c ,mpletely hay-wire w en it co .s to accepting evil 

rumors, hate pr po,nn ~, hearsay n cand 1- nperlng. He i 1 accept them 

wit out a moment's reflecti on o examlnati n. E uc tion e will resist. but 

not propaganda. He wi ll li ~ten vldly to the bigot, th fire-brand. the sower 

of discord and s usoicton mong men. (14.15) --

" The fo 1 belt V P ryt i "• 'Ruth wt 1 t urn deafer t o the sa e, 

the sober scholnr, the oun t 1nk .r. frle d f n. 
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uch _r dulous ,It -· a nd r Tlemb r that "ever inc Adam, fools 

h ·e been in he jority' -- rev rit ble utty in th h nds of crafty 

political adventurer. Throu ha S'illful ex oitati n of their easy credulity, 

which readily conforms to their innate d ire t? bel eve what t ev are told --., 

wh•t we wish we genera ly believe to be true, an the easiest pers>n to 

deceive is )ne • s self -• free societies have been ove·rthrown by unscrupulous 

and 1ick 2d men and great r.vil has been wrou ~ht in the wor ld. Time end a;•n, 

f ol.s, ii. •ed ~.d i ."'!ted by crafty l·naves, h ve destro_ ed the worl . Tell 

. . ' t .,~- w' "1 eJ ct it out f hand. Tell them 

soundtno .11~ ans~ ~ive t ern rousin~ c tch-wo,.ds, ~i e them thin~111 or peop e 

to hate and add a t uch f 1 nt.,.i ui '1~ seer cy t. •q u • plan of operation, and 

t ev . re •0u...-s ho •• nr:f o 1 • 

nd o ce these o c& d tY.i u re r slve t c trut ., are hewitche 

. to t d nets, y c. nar s nd f 1 •i~~ ru rs, hey ,ecome 

terribly bP lt qerent ~ t lt. T~e ~o on the ar-path. They want to de troy 

and to annlhlla._e. They arc not in .. r .. st d \n correcting, in improving, in 

adju t n, inc mpr mi• ~, to em lo e techniques of peacef 11 progress. 

They .,ant a s how-down. They 'do not look ahead and c .nstder the possi le con­

sequence!\ of their pro"ocat va belligerency. 

A few weeks ago, l hteen t san1 Rightist rallied in .!adlson Square 

Garden ta New 0 rk Ci ty to d nnnstrate for a refurbish d neo-cons~rvatism~ 

Am the major spe ker w s who called for 'new orders" glven _..,, 

as fol lCY. s: 
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"To the Joint Chiefs of ~taff: Prepare for an immediate 

landing in Havana. 

'To the Commander in Rerlin: Tear down the wall. 

"To our chief of mlssl n in the Congo: Change sides. 

"To the chief of the c.I.A.: Yu are to encourage 

liberation movements in every n11ti on of the world under Comnunist." 

Of such lrresponalble and prating windbags -- and the word 0 fool 

is derived from a L-it tn word w ich meaas "a windbag" -- Scriptures say: 

"'11te mount of a fool ls an tmmin 

All who do not see things as these are. y t ~t ~ery token. 

enemies of 11 tat is sacred, of family. home,co ntry 

and reli ~ion. These men t k u t 

vigilance, the Lord Gd of Ho. t 

cudgels for the Almi hty. Without their 

1~ t easily be defeated by the conmunlsts .•• 

Over and o er a i '1 , the Rt le speal's of the contentiou9ness of the 

fool who ls contlnua ly sowin~ discord r"' fool 

~oes ahout snarling". "A fool's lt s ca 1 for strife, iln t ncttea 

to blows" (IR.6). "A stone is heavy, an n~ t~ welv. ty, hut a fool's 

provocation ts he-.vi r than oth." 

I suspect that such men who RO ut, - ckltng 

tn pert ous times 

enamored of strife, 

tense and dangerously poised world, are really 

, of destructiveness and upheaval for their own 
• 

sake. They prefer ruin and chaos t ) orderly progress. They are in favor of 

all change, provided it 1 a , an~c ackward, not forward. 

"pheaval is in his heart." They have no constructive program for the future 

of a democratic society in a revoluti onary age~ ich has definitely roken 
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with truch of the past and is resolutely reaching out.for a new, and fuller 
, . . 
, 

way of life for all men. There i!» no call, for vislo°J• for moral 

1 n 1 t i at i ve, for courage, for f al th. ~ecause f fear or frustratlo, or 

spirt tual exhaustion, they choose "to leave the strat ,ht and rt hteous paths 

and to turn back am walk in the ways of darkneiqs". 

Ouit P ~ecently I read a fine article by ~Arbara Ward in the tlantic 

ma azlne, titled "In Time of Trilll". She writes of men and natioM in our 

Western orld who are unwl 11 n~ to face the radical chan es o- t e New . • e. 

A8 far as our own country is concerned, she declares: 

0 The refusal to face chan~e ls there, in the t ndency to look \,;11th 

nostalgia to a golden past in w ich America WAS free of Ce>nrT"Unists and allies 

and taxe and unions and "biSl government", in the cxaltati n of pure"y 

nationalist interests, in economic tsolationis. and the growth of the pro­

tectionist spirit." 

And she concludes her article with t t ese words: 

"In its roots and aspirations, Western ctvilizatio is tu·:-ned toward 

ghe future, not the past; toward experlme t, not the status quo; t • ar creation; 

toward" a new heaven :lnd a new e . rth", ot safe n lei st tic u rld. It is 

precisely this quality of inventiveness, of vision, of courage to dream that 

has made Western society, for good and evil, the catalyst and prime mo er 

tn a world of magnificent but somnolent civilizations. If th t quality were 

lost today, if no vision of the future informed its policies, no lift of hope 

encouraged its efforts, no faith to go further and do better inspired its 

aims, then the hulk of its reatnesa mi~ht sul"Vive. ~ut t e spirit wou d be 

dead. The trial of soul we fRce today ts t~ outdream the C, mmuntst visionaries, 
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outwork the Communl t fanatics, and outdare the voices of def atism and dis­

CO'lragement wt thtn our own !llociety. And t ts is precisely the ch 1 lenge which 

·'est rn man, a~atn n a~ in in ht mt llennlal record, h .s met gnd measut>ed 

and triumphantly overcome." 

f'\uite in keeptno wit tri fearle . s call to build,ln faith and vision, , 
the good society of tomorrow, ls t e nest gle fool w om the Bible greatly 

extolls -- t,e Fool of Faith -- the man whom foolish men deem to he a fool 

because he speaks to them of trut, of justice, of brat erhood, of peace-• 

the prophet wh m men call a fool. 

people bait and brand as mad: 

, the sph.· tual eader whom 

• 

It is these f'o~ls of God , once moc ·ed, reviled, toned or consigned 

to the flames, gave us, because they loved mankind with such stern, unbending 

purpose, and with such boundless passion for Ju ttce, equality and peace, 

whatever we now possess of truth, go dness and eauty, who discovered new worlds 

for us and who dispelled the gross darkness which enveloped us. 
/. ... 

Every P,eneratfon spurned its pro hets, for the were goads and prods 

hey drove men forward n rug~ed roa s h . . ,er 1 v 1 s .-,; n peaka. 

. lways they emanded the arduou etter rom men wh wer conten to rest at 

e~se in Zion. FAiC rop et was El stone .. h ich the uilders r 1ect . , t which 
, , 

ecsme the chief corner-stone of the new
1 

soci ty. 

God be praised for tho.a Fool of F 1th who were t e i st, men. Would 

that we had more such fools a ng the very knowin • prac teal am worldly-wise 
, .. 

statesmen of our day who are driving ur world precipitously to the brink of ruin. 

SUNDAY M'JRNI 1G 
April 1, 1962 




