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F0UR GREAT CHOICE i-1HICH O ES MADE 

DR. ARBA HILLEL SILVER 

Sunday Morning -- April 22, 1962 

My dear friends -- A man is kno n by the choices w~lch h makes at the 

critical junctures of his life. It is then that a man's true character r ,veals 

itself, for it is then that the total man makes a decision -- the n a he f i na 11 y 

emerges from a long, inner struggle. The debate ·s n w over, the pros and con 

have all been wei~hed, and the irrevocable choice is made. It is a once-for-all 

choice, for it was not quickly or lightly made • .A.nd as the decision is, so will 

be the man•s destiny. 

There are people who are incapabl of making decision. There are people 

who are unable to meet the challen.,e of c oice. The 1 go limping t rou~h life 

with two or "!lore opinions about the same suhjec. They cannot trust themselves 

to make up their minds. They persist in w ighing and considering so lon~ that 

perf rmance comes to not' ing. Action falls between the two stools of unresolved 

choices. Of sue" men th ?-ible says: "He who observ s the wind 11 the ti1 will 

not sow, and he who r g:irds the clouds constantly will not reap". 

No the f ilure to mak ad cision is in itself a decision -- though an 

i v ) luntary ne. nd that failure to make a decision als reveals character --

the vacillating character of irresolution and timidity. Man must pay the price 

both for decision and indecisi n, but the one i noble and the oth r quite ignoble. 

Every great human soul e periences what you might call the agony of 

prolonged inner struggle preliminary to making a final choice and a final commit

me t, but, once the choice is made, one the commitment is m8<le, after a prolonged 

inner, heart-searching stru~~le, it remains for all time and under all circum

stances, form, con tant and undeviating. 
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No, my dear fri~nds, a great human oul informs our b autiful 

festival of Passover - - Mos~s, the ~n of God. There ls so mu h th tis 

appealin~ in the life o( this hero not in armor, thi conqueror wlo never 

built a city which time wt)U d ultimate ly des roy, nor an empire wi1ich would 

some day be trac din ruins. This great man w,ose tom would never know a 

monument, Lut wh se name would forever remain eet upon t e lips of m n, of 

all men in all ages, who love freedom, who love j ustic, who love goodness! 

Now, kings and rulers, the mighty of the earth have often built for 

themselves maonificent tombs, w ich Job quite properly called 

"ruins" -- for they a 1 end up in ruins. o matter how ma~nificent these 

tons may be, one thinks of t e ancient pyramids , t e vast desert torn s of the 

Pharaohs which tens of thou ands of slaves he ped to b 1ild; one thin ·s oft e 

to~b o KinP- Mausolus of Caria , the kin~ woe name is im edded in our term 

"mausoleum" , the tomb which was erecter1 by hi w •r tirnisia and wi ich as 

considered by the ancients one of t , e se ,en onders of t e world . One thinks of 

the resplendent tomb of C r-1s at Pasarg~i:lae in ancient Persia , which was 

painstakingly and at e normous cot, arved out of a step mountain slope, ut 

which was finally plundered anJ abandon~d; on thinks of th majestic tombs 

of t he .tedici in Florence which Michaelang lo sculptured and adorned and of 

the Escorial , one of the most r markable buildings in th world , which contains 

the richly decorated pantheon where the 'in s and 'iuee ,1s of Spain lie buried , and 

of the tomb of apoleon in he Invalide , on the banks of the S i e . 

Tombs everyw ere in all parts of th earth, monuments to man ' s vanity , 

even in eath, and to his vain con eit that ma siv locks of stone and marbl 

heaped high will in ur his immorta l i t y or the aff ctionate and r verent 

r ga~d lf po terity! Bf Moses -- whose name out ines th m 11 in the anna s of 
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mankind -- and who will outlive them all -- of Moses the Bible says: 

"No man knows the place of his burial to this day ••• " No 

tomb, no monument. 

Now, one of the most appealing qualities of this man Moses, whom the 

Bible calls the greatest of prophets and the humblest of men, was the manner 

in which he arrived at the important and critical decisions of his life, the 

manner in which he made the choices, the decisive choices of his life. Because 

of them, we celebrate today the Festival of Passover. 

The first choice which Moses made in his rather early life was between 

palace and hovel. Moses, as you will recall, was born in an hovel among slaves. 

His kith and kin were the slaves of the E:gyptian Pharaoh. They and their an

cestors bad been slaves for nigh unto four hundred years. Their burdens were 

very heavy. They groaned under their bondage. Their live• were made bitter 

with bard labor in mortar and brick. ¥ioses, who was born among these slaves, 

and who was doomed to die -- as were all male children born to the Hebrew slaves 

was by his mother secreted in a basket of bulrushes and hidden among the tall 

reeds of the Nile from where he was rescued by the princess of the Pharaoh. 

Moses was raised as a prince in the palace of the king. His youth and early 

manhood were spent amidst the splendor and luxury of the royal palace. He was 

given a princely Egyptian education. H1s future was full of the promise of all 

good things -- power, glory, wealth and all the delights of man. 

But Moses knew that he was a Hebrewl Not far from the palace where he 

was reared were the miserable slave-pens where his family and his brethren lived 

and groaned under the lash of the task-masters -- • 

Moses grew up. His mind and soul developed as he matured and now be was con

fronted more and more with a problem, a problem which would not let him go: 
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What should be do? Should he go back and cast in his lot with his suffering 

brothers, become a slave like them, live with them amidst the filth and poverty 

of their slave-quarters, or should he continue to dwell as a happy, pampered 

prince amidst the pleasures and delights of the Egyptian court? His mind and 

soul were in constant turmoil. He could not evade the problem. He must make 

a choice. Palace or hovelt Prince or slave! The young Moses finally made his 

fateful choice -- -- when Moses grew up. when 

he matured, when his mind was finally made up, he went back to his brethren. 

So, as between status and loyalty, Moses chose loyalty. As between pride and 

obligation, Moses chose obligation. 

That choice determined his entire career and all the momentous events 

which wee to follow. 

This was the first heroic choice of Moses. It involved a sharp break 

with his past, and a desperate plunge into an unknown future. Ask yourselves: 

How many men would make such a choice? 

Years later, Moses was to make another decisive choice. You will recall 

that he fled from E;gypt. In his anger, at seeing an Egyptian task-master 

mercilessly beating a helpless Hebrew slave, he struck the task-~.aster and 

killed him. When his act became known, he had to escape and he fled to the 

land of Midian. There he remained a fugitive for many years. He dwelt with 

Jethro, a priest of Midian, tending his nocks. and in the course of time he 

married Jethro's daughter, and children were born to them. Moses dwelt peace

fully in a peaceful land. In the quiet and freedom of the oases, far away 

from the noise, the corruption and the horros of Egypt, Moses was at peace and 

he was happy. But something in his soul continued to trouble him and would 

not give him rest. Memories of his kinsmen, enslaved in far-away F.gypt, kept 
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recurring. How was it with them? Once before some obscure and unaccountable 

force had pulled him back to his suffering people. Should he return to his 

brethren again, share their fate, perhaps help them, but in so doing, face the 

danger of a fugitive whose life the .Egyptians were seeking? The prolonged 

turmoil within his soul finally culminated in a revelation -- in a flame of 

fire out of the midst of a bush -- which burned without being consumed. With 

it came the call to return to Egypt and bring forth his ensl&ved brothers. And 

here Moses found himself again in the dread valley of decision. He must make a 

choice. There was no escape. Should he return or should he remain? Moses 

did not arrive at his decision quickly, without great soul-searching, without 

great hesitation. "Who am I that I shculd go to Pharaoh and bring the sons of 

Israel out of Egypt?" Again you read: "Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, I am 

slow of speech and of tongue, send someone else ..• " and again, "Oh, my Lord, send, 

I pray thee, some other person". But the call finally overpowers him. He makes 

his irrecocable decision. He returns to .Egypt. What follows is world history. 

Moses was to set in motion the first great revolution in behalf of human freedom. 

And so between ease and mission, Moses chose mission! Between personal 

comfort and the service of his fellow-men, Moses chose the service of his fellow

men. Would we make such a choice? How many people would make such a choice? 

The~e is yet a third choice which Moses wa3 to make which revealed his 

true cha acter. He had at last brought the people out of Egypt across the Red 

Sea, ~nd across the wilderness to the foot of Mount Sinai. Painfully be had led 

them; patiently he bad instructed them; for their sake he had suffered much. 

But, ~s soon as he was gone from them, gone to the top of the mountain to receive 

the Torah, the same people for whom he had labored so ruch and suffered so much, 

flaunted all his instructions. They quickly made for themselves a golden image, 
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a golden calf, and they danced around it in licentious abandon crying out: 

"This is your god, oh Israel." Moses, on descending from the mountain was 

crushed by the evidence of the futility of all hi work, the terri~le failure 

of all that he had done, and at that moment he hears the voice of God: "I wi 11 

destroy this peo~le; they are worthless; they are irredeemable serfs; their 

souls are still in r;;g, pt ev n though their bodies are not. The" are a stiff. 

necked people. I will destroy them, but of you, Mose, I will make a great 

nation." 

Here again moses is faced with a fateful choice. Should he consent to 

the destruction of his people -- this ungrateful, sinful and inconstant people 

which had betrayed him an his life's work, -- and allow himself to be spared, 

to become the progenitor of a new nation? t-bses made his choice. Moses said 

to the Lord: "Alas, the people h t ve sinned a gre t sin, but now, 0 Lord, if 

Thou wilt forgive their sin (it is good) -- but if not, blot me, I pray Thee~ 

out of Thy book which Thou has writt n"••• 

Between hurt pride on the one hand and love on the oth r, Moses chose 

love and pity. Retween love of self and love of his people, the immortal leader 

chose the love of his peoole. How man 1 men, when thy feel themselves abused 

and ~reatly wronged, would choose pity 3nd cnmpassion and understanding as 

Moses did? How many would rather sulk in their tents and say: "Well, I hDve 

done my best b these people and now I am through"" 

There was a fourth and final choice which Moses made. Moses is on the 
just 

top of ~unt ebo aml outside of the Promised Land. He is now an old man, a 

very old man. He is within siP-ht of the Promised Land. or forty years he 

had treked through a great and terrible wilderness with his people. For forty 

years he endured the heat and thirst of the desert, the rebellions, grumblings 
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and complaints of his people; for forty years he had had to fight enemi s without, 

because here before him was the Promised Land into which he will enter. This 

will repay him for all the hardships and heart-aches of the weary years; this 

will crown his life's work. 

But at that very ooment the voice of God co s to him: "Moses, look 

well over this Promised Land from a distance. Look over it to then rth and the 

south and the east and the west; look long, for only with thine eyes thou shalt 

see it, but into it thou shalt not come." Why, thi~ cannot be! To b robb d of 

victory on the very threshold of attainment? To be frustrated at the very point 

of victory? To die of thirst in the very siqht of springs of fresh water? Is 

this just1 \vb.at will Moss now do or say1 Will he turn bitter? ~ill rebellion 

and bitterness weJl up in his soul, all tne accumulated complaints of is life, 

wi 1 l they rush to his lips? A, ho! The very first words after haring this 

that come to the lips of Moses upon hearing of his fate announced, are not words 

of rehellio l , of C)mplaint or of challenge. Slowly he begins to intone a 

blessing, his last sweet blessing of his people: "Let Reuben live and not die. 

Let Israel live and not die. What am I? I am mortal; I trust die. What matters 

it if I cannot enter the Pro~ised Land? I do not count. I do not count. Let 

Reuben live and not die; let Israel live and not die." 

nd so between rebellion and faith, betw en defiance and submission to 

God's inscrutable will, Moses chose faith. This is the last of the four great 

choices which Moses made. As b tween position and loyaltv, he chose loyalty. 

As between eas and duty, he chose duty. As between selfish interest and the 

love of is people, he chose the love of his p ople. As bet een re ellion and 

faith, he chose faith. ould you? How many people would make those choices? 
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"On~e to everv man an<l nc1tion comes the moment to decide", wrote the ., 

American poet Lowell shortly before the Civil Har. in his poem, "The Pr sent 

Crisis". "Once to every man and nati ...,n com s th mo111ent to decide. In the 

strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good or evil side." Perhaps mor than 

on e! Gre ,,, t is the man who has the coura e to make his decisions, clnd, having 

made them, abide by them and act upon them. "The K1ng of Babylon stood at the 

parting of the ways", declar d the prophet Ezekiel. How often do we find our

selves standing at the parting of the ways .•• what shall I choose? Shall I choose 

ease, shall I seek only selfish intere · ts, my own good; sh uld I shut out the 

clamor of the unhappy world about me , and turn a de~f ear to th call of duty , or 

shall I choose duty, loyalty, and corm,itment? Shall I listen to the sad music 

of humanity, and seek ways to give other men an ampler lif with my labors and 

sacrifices? Sha 1 I c oose Me, or sh,111 I choose t e God in me? Shal 1 I -
constrict my soul within the narrow confines of my bodily cravings and appetites 

and ambition or shall I take the wings oft e morning and soar to the uttermost 

regions where t:Uth and goodness and hcaut_ eternally ~bide? "The Vin2 of :> 

~ab 1 lon stood ~t the parting f the ways." In a sense , every normal human soul 

is sovereign, is king. possessed of the right of sovereign choices. 'F hold 

I h ave set efore you li . e an<l the good, death and the vil --

choose life! l\bses chose exile, suffeving, in~ratitude, misunderstanding, 

vilification, betrayal -- the hard choices, tut he also chose life! For hims lf, 

for h is people. And out f this beautiful holiday of Passover, Moses speaks 

to us and summons us through all the syibols and ceremoni 

choices in t e significant mom nts of our liv s. 

to make th right 

--
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I would like to call your a tcntion to some ~\ le s wh~ch tl peopl 

of Moses made, inspired by his xample. The Jewi hp opl, in the ourse of 

its long history, was co fronted time and acain with cri ti al decisions upon 

which their survival and the survival of Judaism depend d. The first one \.as 

at the foot of Mt. Sinai. They were asked to choose. They wer ask d to accept 

or reject a covenant with God which would ma ·e of them a different kind of a 

people -- an -• and they ere told what t1i covenant would 

entail -- relentless warfare with all the urrounding p oples whose way of li(e 

was different from theirs anu , ho persisted ln holding on o their o n cherished 

way of life, t, tr creed, ,eir cults, their pracl icc . If they accepted thi 

covenant t ey would become a hated an<l resented minority in the or . Would 

it ot be etter, on the other ha , to be like all oth r peoples to adopt 

their beliefs, conform with their ustorrs, flo talon, a it wer with the 

current, instead of b ffetin~ the ave of controversy. 

What \~ou d their choice b at .. t. Sinai? Mo es put the entire matter 

b ore them -

one oi e: 

--. The peopled cided. They an wered as of 

-- "All that t 

Lo ·d spoke, we ill do". And so an everlasting covenant was introduc d 

b tween YHVA and the people of Israel which ma e of th ma diff rent kind of a 

people. And to give you a sample of another choice which our people of Mose 

made•• Centuries later, the Jewi h pe)ple ound t 1ems lvcs exiled in Babylon 

and t1er h y were confronte with anoth r choice. Their tat in Jude had 

en d stroyed, their Temple was in rui s, the., fo nd thems Jves amidst a proud 

and conquering people. What ·ould they do? Would t ey break thirties with 

their past, forget Judah and Jerusalem and VHVH whose med to hav 
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t em and assimilate and ceas to be Jews? It "v uld be 'TlllCh asi r for th m 

and their children. And th re ·ere am:::>ng th m many Jews whose morale broke and 

a wave of apost sys pt over them. They rt med to all forms of heathen worship 

in Baylon. But the majority clung loyally to th ir co enant . They wou d not 

assimilat ; they ould not become su merged. So, amid the ruins of their national 

disaster, the✓ proclaimed with increasing further their faith in YHVA who forgives 

t e iniquities of is people, who oes not i it the sins of the fat ers upon the 

childre~, who does not require a temple for His dw lling place nor altars an 

sacrifices for His worship. And so they vowed in ~abylon, by the rivers f Bab)lon 

t ey lif ed up their voices and said: 

"If I forget the old Jerusalem, may my right han with r". And becaus they made 

their choice e are here today -- because th~ ma.de thei!r cl oice West rn civiliz -

tion inherited rom them th spiritual and the ethi al values which art nolding 

th lives of people. 

And finally I hould like to call your at ntio to an th r great moment 

in Jewish history wh n our people found t1emselves at cross-roads and the h d 

to mak a deci ion -- a fateful, a dreadful decision. In Spain our for fathers 

have liv d for centuri s. They incr a ed in numb r. and in prosp rity. Thy 

came to occupy very hiah positi ns in government; they beca the advisors to 

kings Bnd to treasur s, many of them. Many of them dwelt in mansions and palaces 

such as Moses dwelt in as a young man in Egypt . Th re was little to distinguish 

thee Jews of Spain from the proud grandees of that country but t e Church was 

unwil in~ to have infidels, who re used to accept Christ, shar in the psosperity 

oft e country . They would desecrat a very sacred soil by th ir presense. 
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And the Church had no difficulty in persuading Ferdinand and Isabella and so 

on March 31, 1492, a royal edict was issued which gave the Jews of Spain -- the 

hundreds of thousands of them -- the great choice, either of cbandoning th ir 

religion, their ancien6 faith, or of abandoning th ir country, their home, their 

pr)perty, their position, their security, ever thing,and go out into exile and 

face the unknown dangers of homelessness and wan ering. Five months wer given 

to them to make that choice -- apostasy or exile. And history reports v ry f w 

Jews accepted Christianity. The overwhelming majority oft em went into exile 

and faced the dread experiences which o ertook them. And because these men, 

these Jews made their fierce .nd desperate decisi .n, our people h.;ve survived. 

And because in our own da, in spite of the sava ~e persecuti on, terror 

and death visited on our peop&e by the azi beasts -- in spite of the destiuction 

of tens of t ousan::ls of Jewish center and cotnrrl.lniti s, the J e:t• ish people chose 

not to succomh, not to give way to despai~ --

''I wi l not die, I wi 1 continue to live" because the surmounted their appalling 

tragedies by a powerful act of ill and they proceeded to build a new hope and a 

new life and an w homeland in Israel because they made this d ci ion -- Jews 

of this generation. Thev wi1 1 grow in strength and our people will awak better 

and freer in happier days. We co-opt d for life. We could have co-opted for 

disappearance. We co-opted for life and therefore more abundant life will be 

given unto us. Moses, our gr at teacher, taught us to make the right kind of 

decisi ns, to choose wisely. We may be called God's chosen people -- equally, 

a someone sai , we are a ri~ht-choosin~, truth-choosing, lif -choosing, thought-

choosing people. This is the ecret of ur survival. Amen. 
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FOU~ G~ ~T <':H' ICE "H ICH MO<;ES MA E 

germon, Th Templ, ,pril 
22, 1962 

critical junctures of his life. tt st en th~t a TTl.'.ln•s true character revenls 

itself, for it ts then thot thc ' totnl ~~n mnKc a decision -- the ~~n as he finally 

emrges from a lonP,, inner strugg c. Tic ~cbote 1s now over, the pros and conn 

hnve all been weiP,hed, and the irrevoc<-~ le c , oica is rn~de. It is a once-for-~ 1 

.lLL c oic , for it _.(,ot quickly or lig\ tly ,, de. , nd as the dee is ion is, so wi 11 

be the TMn's destiny. 

There are peoy,le who are lnc~pni-,le of l'M~i g decisio~. There are people 

who are unable to meet the c allen~c of choice. T"ney . o llmpln~ throu~h life 

ith two or more opinions about t c saT.e su jcct. Thy cannot tru~t themselves 

to make up thetr minds. Thev pergi~t in ·~etg· in~ sn considering so lon~ that 

pcrforr.~nce comes to nothing. Action fDlls be~~cc the two stools of unre~olvcd 

choices. Of such men the Bible rti:le who observes the wind all the time t•:111 

not sow, and he who regards the cloucis constantly will not reap•,. 

Now the failure to m::ike a decision is in it3clf n decision -- thou ,h an 

involuntary one. And thot failure to r.~ke a decision.also reveals character, -• 

t,e vacillatir.g character of irrccolution and timidity. n must pay the pric~ 

both for dee 1s ton and 1ndcc1s ion, h. the on•' 1s noble and the other qui tc i~no le. 

Every great human S0\.1 l expe cnccs wh ~t ye-:. night cal 1 the e ,ony of 

prolon ed inner struggle prclimin:2ry to maki o finnl choice and a fin~l com=ntt-

mcnt, but, once the choice is made one_ the cor.rnft ent ls made, after a prolonged 
,,.. 

, hcart-searchin~ strug~le, it rcm.~ina for ~11 ti~c and under a 1 circum• 

~tcnces, firm, constsnt
1

and undevi~ti ~-

---~~-----.. - -\ - -----,------ ~ 

• 



• 

Now, a great human soul informs our festival of Passover - Moses, 
/t 

the man of rrt>d. There is so much that is appealing in the lif of this heron t in 

armor, this conqueror who never built a city which time would ultirnat ly destroy, nor 

an empi e which would someday be traced in ruin; this great man whose tomb would never 

know a monument, but who~e name would forever remain sweet up n the lips of all m n in 

all ages who love freed m, who love ju~tice, who love goodness! 

in~~ and rulers, the mighty of the eart have often huilt for them~elves 

tMgnificent tc.,mhs, tombs which Joh quite properly called "ruins"; for thev all end 
J 

One thinks of the ancient 

\ 
py ami1s, the vast desert tomhs of the Pharaohs whicl tens of thousands of slaves 

helped to build; one thinks of the tom of King Mausolus of Caria, the king wh e name 

\., 

is embedded in our t.:e.:zsarmausoleum•, the tomb which was erected y his widow, Artlmi ia, 

and which was considered by the ancients one of the seven wonders of the world. One 

thinks of the resplendent tomb of Cyrus a°tPasargadae in ancient Persia, which was 

carved out of a steep mountain lope painstaking! and at enorroou cost. but which was 

finally plundered and abandoned; one thinks of the majestic tombs of the Medici in 

Florence which ~ich elangelo sculptured and adorned; and of the Escorial, one of the 

most remarkable io11Hi hui ldings i·n the world, which contains the richly )U(IKlli dec

orated pantheon wh re the kines and queens of qpain lie buried; and of the tomb of 

apoleon in Les Inralides, on the banks of the Seine. 

* 
Tombs in all parts of the enrth, monuments to man's vanity, even in death, 

and to his vain conceit that massive blocks of stone an<l marble heaped high will Ansure 
I 

his imm rtali ty or the affectionate and reverent re ard of posterity! Of ,1oses who e 

name outshines t 8-ll in the annals of 
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mankind and will outlive them all - of oses the 

( 

( ~o man knows the place of his burial to this day• . o omb ., 10 monument . 

Nee.., ne of the most appealin~ qualities of this man Moss, whom the 

Pihle calls the ~reatest of the prophets and the humblest of men, was the manner 

in which he arrived at the important and critical decisions of his life, the 

manner in which he made the 

ihle describes them in de il, and because of them we celebrat~ today the festi-

val of Passover. 

The first choice which ~oses made rather early in lif was bet~ .n palace 

and hovel. ~oses, as ~ou will recall, was born in a hovel amon~ slaves. His 

kith and kin were the slaves of the ~~yptian Pharee; they and their ancestors 

harl been slaves for ni h unto four hundred years. Thetr burdens wer 

heavy. 1"hey ~roaned unner their bonda~e. Their live~ weye made bitter 

hard lahor with mortar and brick. oses, who was born amon~ these slaves and who 
--._ 

was doomed a 11 ma 1 e chi l d-r n bot:n to the l ehrew slaves - oses 
I\, 

wa~ his mother ecreted in a ~asket of bulru hes and hid en amon~ the tall 

reed of the 'ile, from where he was rescued hy the princess of the Phar oh. 

~o~es wa~ raised as a prince in the palace of the kin~. ~i youth and ~arly 

manhood were spent amidst the splendor and luxury of the roval alace. He was 
E~yptian 

~iven a princelyf\education. His future was full of the promise of all ~ood 

thin~s ~ power, ~lory, wealt1;>and all the deli ~hts of man. 

ut oses knew that he was a Hebrew! Not far from the palace tfllk where he 

was reared were the miserable slave-p ns where his family and his~ethr_n lived 
' 

and ronned under the lash of the taskmasters,_.,. ~ IE P 4hlll. 
~ 

Aoses grew up. 1-tis mind and ~oul developed as he matured and now he was V: iilll~ 
/ 

confronted more and more with a problem, a problem whic 1, would not let him ~o: 
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~hat should he do' Should he go hack and cast in his lot with his suffering ro her~, 

hecome a ~lave like them, live with them amid t the filth and the poverty of th.ir 

sla e-~u rters, or hould 

pleasure and deli~hts of 

he con inue to dwell as a happy, pampered prince midst the 

th,1, smz Egyptian court• His mind and hi soul were In 

' •• constant tu . noil. He could not evade the problem. He mu t make a choice. Pal c a 

or hovel! Prince or slave! The youn •1ose finally made his fateful choic:,_,:J 

e ed, e w f. i d u, he went ack to 

his hr thren. o, as retw en status and loyalty, Moses chos loyalty. As betw en 

pride and obligation, Moses chose obligation. 

That choice determined his entire career and all th momentous v nts 

which were to follow. This was the first h roic choice of ose. It involved a 

sharp reak wit hi. past, and a desperate plun e into an unknown future. Ask your 
-/ 

c;elve : Pow many men would rMl'e uch a choice? 

eArs later, foscs was to make ano ci ive choice. 'ou wi 11 recal 1 

that he fled from '..! _. ,pt. In i anger at seein~ an r::~_ tian taskmaster mercil ssly 

l--eatino a helples He rew sla ,e, he s l"UCk th ta kma ter and ki 1 led J,im. \'h n his 

act ecame knoJn , he ad to esc~pc) and he flPd to the land o fidian . Th r he re -

mined for many years. He dwe 1 t with Jethro , a pr l st of . fid ian , tending 

ic- flocl·s, and in the course of time he rrarried Jethro's au9,hter, and children w r 

horn to them . ;'bses cwelt peacefully in a peaceful land. In the quiet and th fr 

of 
ciom _. the as s, far away from the noise, th corruptio°Jand t e horrors of 

Egypt, .oses ~as at peac and he was happy. ut sorrethi R in hi soul continu d to 

s of hi. kiu. men, enslav d in far t ouble him and wou d not 

away Egypt . kept 

ivc him rest. 
I ~ 
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reourrin . How was it with tho-:n? One ~ :.c:.o. c .. o'!T.c obscure and unaccount blc 

force had pulled him back to his sufferir.s pcoplo. Should he return to hi~ 

brethren again, share their f te, perhnps 'elp then. but in so doin~/_ fac~ tho 

danger of a fugitive who~e life the 6yptians were seek1ng7 The prolonged 

turmoil within his soul finnlly culmin.tcd in a rev~lation -- in a fla~c of 

fire out ot the midst of a bu~h ../;;hich burn~d i,ithout being consumed. Kith 

it came the call to return to Egypt ~nd bring forth his enslaved brothers. Antl 

hero Noses found bi~self again 1n the dre d valley of decision. He must mak ~ n 

choica. There was no escape. Sho·1ld he return.• hould he rerr.o.1n7 lfose!) 

did not arrive at his decision q ic,<ly, • it.bout gr:?nt soul-searching, tdthout 

!Yrcat hesitation. "\•;ho am I that l should go to ? •. araoh and bri the sons of 

Israel out of Egypt?" Again yqu rcc.d: "Oh, my Lord, I at:t not eloquent, I ~m 

slo~ of speech and of tongue, send ~o~cone lse ... and ngain, "Oh, my Lord, send, 

I pray thee, ome other personn. Eut the call fin 1 overpower~ hi . He r~a}:c:; v 
his irrerocable decision. He retur~~ to E~y-pt. 1inat follo~s is world history. 

Y.oses was to set in motion the first gre~t revoluti n in behalf o! human freedom. 

And so between ease and mis3ion, IO:osco ch.o::;e misaiont Betwe9n pe!":Jonlll 

co':nfort and the service of his fell -: men, r~o::es cho3e the service of his fello~·

men. Would we make such a choice? Hoi7 n: ny ~op o would mak'9 such a choic 7 

Thero is yet a third choice which 1-:0sos W3S to make ,-1hich revealed h1 s 

true character. He had at last brought the pcop 9 out of E ypt across the Red 

Soa nnd across the wilderness to th~ foo· of Ho nt Sin.:i1. Painfully b.e had le 

themi· i~iently he bad instructed to~, ~r tho-~ o~kc he aad suffere much. 

But. as soon as be ·wae gone fron thcr.i, gono to the top of the mountain to rcc~ivo 

the Torah, the s me people for w' om he ha::.d lo.bored so much a.nd suff red oo rr. c· 
r 

~aunted all his instructions. The:, q 1.ckl.. ad for thens lves s. golden ir:-.:i.,..c, 

.. ,.. _ __ ...... ·-- - --- ---\ I __ _, .... -

r ,,... r 1 
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a gold n calf__, • and they d~nccd nroun it tn liccntioun abando~aa~---.-

"This is your god, o Israal." ie"'c~, o. dcsccn in..,. from the mountatn1wa.s 

I 

crusted by thQ evidcncG of the futili y of all his work, the terrible failure 

of all that he had done• aftd at that morr._nt he h~nr:; the voice of God: ~ 11 

destroy this people• (hey a-.:-e .-o::-th lcsn J ~cy ~re 1-rrcdeem:ible serf5-f> ~e1r 

souli4 ~ra still in Egypt even t o~~i, t cir bodic~ ure not. The are n stiff: 
I 

necked people. I will destroy ti1er:1, but of you, 1oses, I wi 11 tm1kc a great 

Here again osee is faced ~1th a fat€ful choice. Should he consc~t to 

the destruction of un3retcful 1 sinfu~aoo incon~tant people 

w. ich had betrayed him and his 11,.e's -1or. d cl lo.1 himself to be spared, 

to be?come the progenitor of a new nution? ,Qses made hi choice. ~ses said 

to the Lord: "Alas, the people :we sinned a 3 cat in, but no~, 0 Lord, if 
£" ~ • 

Tho ~ilt forgive their sin (it is goo<lJ -~ but _f not, blot me, I pray The --
out of Thy book which Thou h.is wri ten' • .,....;. 

Between hurt .pride on the one h nd nd love on the other, toses chocc 

love and pity. Between love of eclf end ove of his people, tho imr::ortal lccdc:

cho5a the love of his people. Ho• many men, w,~n they feel themselves abu~ed 

.ire A••••ly ~rongcd' would choose pity an c0~pos~ion and undcrstonding a~ 

~oses did? H0t1 m.:my would rather sulk in th~i tents ond say: :-Tell, I h.:ive ' 
dona my b~st by these people nd no ! am thro ·~h 1 

There was o. fourth and finn choice l- liic, :~nes made . Moses i5 on the 
just 

top of ~ount Nebo lJIIII- outside of th_ Pror.i ocd ~n • tfa 1 now cin old man, ::i 

ve-:y old m.'.ln. He is within S1BM: of t1 P-romi::;ed L~:md. •or forty years h 

t1.11awescm 
c:.d tre ed th-rou..,h •;e. 9ut and tc ~ blc wi ~ -::ne~!; ·i.th his people. For forty 

~ c~rs he endur the heat and t, ir:;t of t, e desert, the reb 111on.n, gn1mblin3~ 

I~ - --~ .. ----,· -------- --____ .... I ~---· 

,,.. 



and complaints of his people; for forty venrs he had had to fi ,ht enemies without 

and rebellion within. ~ut now her is the Promised La nd i n o hie 1 i nter . 
t 
' . 

Th i . w·11 repay him for all the hardships and heartaches of the wea ry years; this 

cow h is life's work. 

At that very moment the voice of r;od came to him: " .bses, lo }k well ov r 

this Promised Land from a distance. Look it over to the north and the south and 

the e ast and the west; look lon~, for only with thine eyes thou .shalt see 

it, but into it thou shalt not come . " Why, this cannot be! To be robbed of vie-

" tory on the ~- Lh,-esh old of attainment? To be frustrated at t he _ _,, point of 

victory? To die of thirst in the ¥Wll"'¥-Si~ht of sprin _s of fresh water? Is this 

ju t? • 'hat- wt 11 ~ses now do or say" 1•: 11 l he turn bitter? 11111 

bitterness we lupin hi s soul, all the accun~late complaints of 

they rush to his lips" After hearin~ l-tis doom announced) the ~ -

ebe lion and 
~ 

his lif - will 
M 

first worcs that 

come to t~e lips of ~oses are not wor s of rebellion, of complaint or of chall n~e. 
b/t-5S!l1j_:; bles~111y 

~lowly h be~ins to in one a .k 3 t ;gh 1 1 a t s eet l J ,vhf his people: •~ et 

"\ 
euben live and not die t !et Tsrael live and not die. hat am I? I am mortal; I 

must die. 1-hat matters it if I c1nnot enter the romised Land? I do not count. 

~=;:::::::::=:±~=-t~ ~ ~' JI et neuben live and not diej let Isra live and not die. 
"" -

And so between rebellion and faith, between defiance and submission to God's 
fa ,ti~ 

l inscrutable will, Moses chos i atl l• . This is the last of the four great choices 

which Aoses made. As he t ween pos ition and loyalty, he chose loyalty. As between 

ease and duty, he chose duty. ~s between selfish int r ests nd the love of his 

people, he chose the love of his people. As{--- ~etween rebellion and faith, 
- .., i -· 

he choc;e faith. Jould you? How many people tould make those choices? 
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"Once to every man and nation comes the moment to decide," wrote the 

American poet Lowell shortly before the Civil War in hi poem 

"Once to every man and nation comes the moment to deci<le0~ the strife of truth 

wit falsehood, for the ~ood o:~side." Perhaps more than once! (;reat is the 

man who has the courage to make his decisions, and havinr.r made them, abide hy them and 

act upon hem. 'The kin~ of nabylon stood at the partin~ of the declared the 

prophet Ezekiel. 'I-low often do we find our<:;elves standin~ at the part in of the ways •. 

• what c;hall choo~e? ~hall I choose ea e~ ~hall I sPek my own good? Should I shut --
out the clamor of the unhappy world around me, and turn a feaf ear to the c~ll of 

~ad 
duty, or shall I choose duty, loyalty)and comnitment? 9ha11 I listen to th~~music 

of humanity, and a' ■ seek ways to ~ive other men an ampler life with my labors and 

sacrifices? Shall I choose me, or shall I choose the God in me? jhall I constrict 

my ~ soul within the nar~ow confines of my bodily cravings and pppetites and am.,.., 

bitions )or shall I take the wings of the mornin and soar o the uttennost r ~ions 

where truth and ~oodness and beauty eternally abide? "The king of Babylon stood at 

the parting of the ways." In a sense, every normal human soul is king, is sovereign, 

possessed of the right of sover ign choices. n ehold, I have set before you li~e 
,, 

and the good, death and the evil •.• choose life! !'-1oses chose exile, suffering, 

I 
gratitude, misunderstandin~, vilification, betra~,al - the hard choices, ut he also 

M 

chose life! ~or himself, and for his people. And out of this heautiful holiday of 

Pa~sover, Moses speaks to us and summons us throu hall the sym ols and ceremonies 

to make the ri~ht choice~ in the significant moments four lives. 



I would like to call your attention to some choices ,·hich the peop}e of "oses 

' made, inspired by hie; e.ample. The Jewish people in th course of lon~ history 

-w&& confronted time and time a•ain with critical decisions upon which their sur-
/\ Judaism 

vival and the survival of X«KXt~ depended. The first one was at the foot of~. 

~inai. They were nsked to choose, asked to accept or reject a covenant with r.od 

which would make of them a differPnt kind of peopl~•__,.____,--- And they 

were told what this covn nt would enta i 1 : relent less warfare with a 11 the sur-

roundin-.: peoples ,·hos way of life was different from theirs and ·who persisted in 

holdin• on to their own cherish~d way of life, their creeds, their cults, their 

nractices. Tf they accepted thi~ covenant they woulcl hecome a hated and res nted 

minorit , in the world. 'ould it not he ~etter, on the other hand, to be like all 

other peoples, to adopt their beliefs, conform to their cuqtoms, to fleat alon, 

as it were, with the currents, instead of huffeting the waves of controver y? 

Phat would e their choice at 

v,~• ~n~~~~~~~~~~~'L-~ ....... --~..,.. 

voice: MUI!" 

ff' 
Sinai? ~oses put the entire r before them. 

The people decided. They answered as with one 

\\ 
~ w,1.,._-.~~ All that the Lord spoke we 

wi 11 d so an everla tin covenant was entered into, etwe _n Y~hv hand the 

p oole of Israel, which made of them a different kind of people to this day. 

Let me ~ive ,ou the example of another choice which our people, the people 

of 1oses , ma e. Centuries later, the Jewish people found t emselvec; in exile in 

na ylon, anri there ther were confronted with another choice. ~heir state in Judea 

had been destro_red, their T mple was in ruin thev founri themselves amidst a proud 

and conquer in~ peopJ e. · hat oul<l thev do" C,hould thev hre1k their ties with the 
Q.r 

past, f oree t .Judah Je..-usalem and 'ah eh, who seemed to have forsaken 



them, and asc; imi late and cease to e Jews It would b much e~sier for them and 

,:-en. 'l"here were Iii UIY amon~ them many _.. whose rnora le hrokP and a 

h 
ave of apsotasy swept ov~r them. hey re turned to a·11 forms of heDthen---i;ship 

in ahylon. ~ he majority clun~ lovall 
/' 

to th ir cov nant. ~hev would not 

asc;imilate. Thev would not hecom s,1 r~ed. ~o, ami the ruins of heir national 

disac;ter, thev r,roclaimed with increasin fervor their faitl-- in Vah eh, who for~ives 

t~e iniquiti~s of Pis oeoole, who does not vi~it the sins of the fathers upon the 

children, who noes not require a Temple for li~ dwe lino place nor altars and 

sacrifices for is up their voices 
I 1

If and said: I for~et thee, 0 Jerusalem, 
'---

may my ri ht hand wither." ecause they de their choice we are here today; be 

cause they made their ch J ice_;~estern civilization inherited from them the spiritual 

and ethical values which are moldin~ the lives of p plc. 

Finally I should like to call your attention to anotl°'er r at mo nt in J .: ish 

history when our people found them elves at a crossroads and~ had to make a 

decision - a f~teful, drea ful decision. In pain our forefathers had liv d for 

centuries. hey increased in 1uml:-,ers an in prosperity. They came to occupy 

h i 0 h posit ion in ~ ernment; mBny hecame tllliil advis~rs and treasur~rs to kin s. 

~anv of them dwelt in mansions anti palaces such as .oses dwelt in as a ou man 

in ~ypt. There was lit le to distin,;uish these Jews of pain from the proud 

~rande s of the country, hut th Churc was unwillin~ to have infid ls, who refused 

to accept Cnrist, ~hare in the p o~perity of the country. They wouli desecrate 

the acred soil hv their nresence. - . 
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nd the rhur h had no difficult in persua1in~ Ferninand and 

March 31, 1492, a royal edic was issued whicr ~ave th . Jews 

Isabella, so on 

~ 
of Spat t - the 

hundreds of thousands of them - the dread choice, eit 1er of ahandonin~ their 

reli~ion, their anci nt faith, r of abandoning thei~ country, their homes, 

their property, their position,, their security, everytl in~, and ~o out into 

6 Thr -
exile nnri face the unknown dan ers of homelessness and wanderin~. ~ month 

were ~iven - them to mnke that choice - apostasy or .... exile. History records 

that very few Jews accepted Christianity. The overwhelmin~ majo~ity of them 'I f 

went into exile and faced the tra?,ic experiences which overtook them. And because 

these men, these Jews, m~de their fierce and desperate deci ion, our p opl 

----have survive<l. 

dav, in spite of sava~e persecutions, terro~and death 

visited upon Millions of our eo e y th ~azi reasts, in spite of the deqtruc-

nd ecam;e in 0ur ow 

ti,in o tens of thoust,nds of Tewisn centers and communities, the Jewish p;fle 

chose not to succumb, to , ive way to es a ~ R •:, 1t11)tt-•', 

'
1r will not die, I will continue to livr,b-.AAl ..... a , they urmounted their appallin~ . - • -
tra~ed • es by a p -1erful act of wi 11. and thev proceeded to hui ld a new hope and a 

new ife and a new homeland in Israel. ~ecaus t ev ~ade this decision, Jews of 

this ~eneratlon/will 

in happier days. 'e 

~row in stren th and our people wll awake better and freer 

" v' 
co-opted for life. le could have co-opted for di appearance. (J»-: W~l I. 

'(D ~ I 

abun<lant life will be given unto us. D-1,(. • 'J,}'" ~e co-'o;,ted for life and therefore I mor 

'\)i: D"-1 Jo: .loses, our ~reat teacher, tau ht us t•> mal·e the ri ht kind of decisions, to choose 

wisely . \Je may be cal led ;od' s cho en people, but equally, as someone said, we 

~r a ri ht-choosint, truth-choosinr,, life-choosing, r;ad-choosin~ people, and 

this is the secret of our survival. 




