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TAKING STOCK OF 1962 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Sunday Morning -- December 30, 1962 

IT IS DIFFICULT TO CHARACTERIZE THE YEAR 1962. IT HAS 

BEEN CALLED A YEAR OF CRISIS, A YEAR OF CONFRONTATION. BUT 

rs:_ 
AS THE YEAR DREW TO A CLOSE, IT WAS MARKED ALSO BY CON-

/\ 
SIDERABLE R,.ELAXA TION IN INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS. FEAR GA VE 

WAY TOCL U'. • ~OPE, AND THE YEAR CLOSES ON A NOTE or~~-

DOMESTICALLY, THE YEAR 1962, VIEWED~ BALANCE, 

FAIRLY GOOD YEAR. AS ONE WRITER PUT IT: "1962 WAS A YEAR WHEN 

BUSINESS -MEN THOUGHT SOMETHING WORSE WAS JIB T AROUND THE 

CORNER, AND IT TURNED ~T ~ TO ~E.,." THE NATIONAL INCOME 

C.01\o \n)~I (7h J~ ~ ~ ~ ' 
WAS HIGH.A OUR P O E WERE AT WORK. UNEMPLOYMENT, THOUGH 

HIGH, WAS NOT ALARMINGLY SO. THE STOCK-MARKET DID PLUNGE 

BADLY IN THE SPRING, AS IF TO PROVE AGAIN (IF PROOF WERE NEEDED) 

THAT A LAW OF GRAVITATION IS IN OPERATION IN THE FINANCIAL 

WORLD AS IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD -- THAT WHAT GOES UP TOO 

SHARPLY MUST AS SHARPLY COME DOWN. BUT THE MARKET RE-
r 

COVERED BEFORE IT STAMPED!t OUR PEOPLE INTO AN ECONOMIC 

QiaA H fi:tQ, HAS NOT KEPT PACE WITH THAT OF OTHER 81 E Aia' IN-

J, aAl ~ ~~--
DUSTRIAL Nt\. TIONS. .,.'\~D 'fUf1BB II/,YS EEn.T PROPOSALS OR TAX - ~ 

REFORM AND A TAX CUT TO STIMULATE BUSINESS AND CREATE GREATER 

CONSUMER DEMAND. BUT, BY AND LARGE, 1962 HAS BEEN A 

SATISFACTORY YEAR BUSINESS-WISE., AND A GOOD YEAR IS FORECAST 
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MUCH HAS BEEN SAID AND WRITTEN ABOUT THE CUBAN CRISIS 

/. 

WHICH BLEW UP/\SUDDENLY IN OCTOBER OF THIS YEAR. IN NO TIME 

WE WERE FACING-~ IMMINENT THREAT OF THERMO-NUCLEAR WAR. 
) 

.) ' t 't • 

W£ CAME UPON INCONTROVERTIBLE~f.H~~'c:E THAT THE SOVIET UNION 

WAS SECRETLY CONSTRUCTING A BASTION OF VAST MILITARY POWER 

~ trvh·, 
IN CUBA, ERECTING MISSILE BASES AND ~~i!itf~JET BOMBERS INTO 

THAT ISLAND,ONLY NINETY MILES FROM OUR SHORES. IF SUCCESSFUL, 

THIS COULD HAVE RESULTED IN A MOST SINISTER SHIFT IN THE BALANCE 1 
POWER BETWEEN THE EAST AND THE WEST. WE WERE BY WAY OF 

BEING DANGEROUSLY OUT-MANEUVERED. /\~LED A lil80M2T HALT$ /1.JQ. 

~ ~~t,~ 
/OIQ~~::Ba1m A c/uARAPt'¼E:13 ON ALL OFFENSIVE )dU Hf/ M 'l WEAPONS 

AND EQUIPMENT UNDER SHIPMENT TO CUBA. THE ARMED FORCES 

THE ST E WAS SET FOR A SHOWDOWN IN WI-IlCH THE GIANTS OF THE 

EARTH WOULD BE PITTED AGAINST EACH OTHER. 

THE KREMLIN YIELDED! THE SOVIET MISSILES AND BOMBERS 
I ~ 

WERE WITHDRAWN. THE UNITED STATES NAVAL QUARANTINE ENDED. ,.. 
A WORLD COLLISION, WHOSE APPALLING CONSEQUENCES NO ONE DARED 

EVEN TO IMAGINE., WAS AVERTED. 

OUR SUCCESS IN THE CUBAN CRISIS HAS UNDOUBTEDLY GIVEN 

OUR COUNTRY IMMEASURABLE PRESTIGE., NOT ALONE IN THE WESTERN 

HEMISPHERE, BUT THROUGHOUT THE FREE AND UNALIGNED WORLD. 
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W& Jot&tE ±HAM CO:C:,ff'f~'.R-B1ibANC;tW THE DISASTROUS POLITICAL 

~ '\M ~-- • ~ ~ --~\, 
DEFEAT WHICH WE SUFFERED MR. 

l4tM 
KRUS CH CHEV, HIMSELF, /'TOLD HIS PEOPLE THAT THE UNITED STA TES 

IS NOT TO BE LOOKED UPON AS A PAPER TIGE~ FOR THIS TIGER HAS 

ATOMIC TEETH. THE CUBAN OUTCOME RENEWED THE CONFIDENCE 

OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN THE POLITICAL COMPETENCE AND SOUND 

LEADERSHIP OF PRESIDENT. IT HAS., FOR A TIME AT LEAST, 

SILENCED THE WAR-MONGERS AT HOME. IT IS LIKELY THAT WHAT 
~~~ a. - ,- / I 

TRANSPIRED WILL POINT THE WAY TOWARD A LESS BELLIGERENT ,._ I 

APPROACH TO THE SOLUTION OF~!IIIH INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS 

IN THE FUTURE, AND THAT HENCEFORTH, NEITHER EAST NOR WEST 

ON WAR BEFORE AGREEING, AS THEY ULTIMATELY MUST, TO NE-

ir 
GOTIATION AND MUTUAL ACCOMMODATION. KHRUSCHCHEV WILL H 

~ ~IIIICa. / " 

TO PRACTICE WHA , AND ABIDE LITERALLY BY HIS 
'/ ... 

PROGRAM OF CO-EXISTENCE WITHOUT THE SUBTERFUGE OF ASSISTING 

~I /IA 
SO-CALLED MOVEMEN1JOF LIBERATION1 .AU1Y!N THAT WAY J4SPHl\j TO 

EXTEND THE FRONTIERS OF COMMUNISM IN THE WORLD. THERE WILL 
·1£~~ 

BE LESS SHOE-THUMPING ON CONFERENCE TAB~S A~D-LESS MEGA-

" THON-BOMB INTIMIDATIONS. WE, OURSELVES, WILI.; BE LESS AFRAID 

A STEP BACKWARD FROM POSITIONS 1Uill.l 

PREVIOUSLY _.MSl'l~IN ORDER TO TAKE TWO STEPS FORWARD 

ON THE ROAD TO A PEACEFUL WORLD. 
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DURING THIS LAST WEEK, THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT RELEASED 

THE ELEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY PRISONERS WHO WERE CAPTURED 

DURING THE ILL-FATED INVASION OF 1961. A THOUSAND OF THEIR 

CLOSE RELATIVES WERE ALSO ALLOWED TO LEA VE CUBA. IN 

EXCHANGE, CUBA RECEIVED SOME FIFTY MILLION DOLLAR'S WORTH 

OF MEDICINES AND BABY FOODS. IS IT TOO MUCH TO HOPE THAT A 

THAW IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES MAY S:OOtJ SET 

I~ AGAINST INVASION, CUBA MAY NOW PERHAPS RE- ..d ft (-
1' v~~ ~ ~-t" J.. l ~<A,.~ "'- ~!Vvv. 

APPRAISE HE~ONOMIC AND POT;JTICiii, P A ND CONSIDE #-IMt.c 

THE ADVIS.PBILITY OF A NEW RAPPROCHEMENT WITH HER EIGHBOR, 
A 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, WHICH HARBORS NO ILL WILL 

TOW ARDS HER PEOPLE. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED S TA TES FORCED KHRUSCHCHEV 

TO RETREAT BY A THREAT OF FORCE,MWASACTUALLY COMPELLED 

~{~ 
TO USE FORCE TO~ GOVERNOR ROSS BARNETT O_l .MIS ISSIPPI 

tl \J ~JL.l 
TO SUBMIT TO THE BAi:GH-tL AUTHORITY OF MHi uUIUlT~¥. FIVE 

HUNDRED ffllfITDD EJ'YA'FE6 MARSHALS, NATIONAL GUARDSMEN AND 

FEDERAL TROOPS HAD TO BE SENT INTO OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI TO 

PROTECT THE RIGHT OF A NEGRO, JAMES MEREDITH
1 

TO REGISTER 

AS A STUDENT IN THE NIVERtf'~ OF MISSISSIPPI. TWO FEDERAL 

~ ~~l-2!~~~~~ 
COURT~D ORDERED IS ADMISSI N TO THE UNIVERSITY, BUT 

GOVERNOR BARNETT HAD VOWED THAT "HE WOULD ROT IN JAI E, 
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BEFORE HE WOULD LET ONE NEGRO DARKEN THE SACRED THRESHOLD 

OF OUR WHITE SCHOOLS". HE PERSONALLY INTERPOSED HIS 
IM r · 1 , £ A· 

AUTHORITY AS GOVERNOR OF !i?IIa sy1>wffAND PREVENTED JAMES 
,. F~ 

MEREDITH FROM REGISTERING. HE DEFIED THE GOVERNMENT IN 
h 

WASHINGTON. HE APPEALED TO THE PEOPLE OF MISSISSIPPI TO BACK 

m:tt TIDS DEFIANCE, IN THE NAME OF STATES' RIGHTS. PASSIONS 
" ) . d,. 

WERE, INFLAMED WHEN UNITED STA TES MARSHALS ARRIVED IN OXFORD, 
/' . ,.. 

A DISGRACEFUL RIOT BROKE OUT WHICH LASTED ALL THROUGH THE 

NIGI-IT OF SEPTEMBER THIRTIETH. AN EX-MAJOR-GENERAL., EDWIN 

WALKER, HARANGUED THE CROWD AND URGED IT ON TO ACTS OF 

VIOLENCE. A MOB OF TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED CHARGED AND ATTACKED 

THE MARSHALS. ROCKS, BRICKS, BOTTLES WERE HURLED AT THEM. 

CARS WERE OVER-TURNED AND SET ON FIRE . ONE HUNDRED AND SIXT Y 

MARSHALS WERE INJURED. TWO MEN., ONE A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT, 

WERE KILLED. TEAR-GAS HAD TO BE USED TO Q~LL THE RIO~ERS 

~~ ,._~~-r MA.Q.~ ~ ~'-.ti-
WHOSE SAVAGERY AMB lh\:60:A: JATE }dvtD FIRkJi;~ THE NATION 

AND THE WORLD. 

FEDERAL AUTHORITY WAS FINALLY ESTABLISHED IN MISSISSIPPI. 

\Aow 
JAMES MEREDITH IS -"REGISTERED AND IS ATTENDING CLASSES AT THE 

UNIVERSITY, GUARDED BY FEDERAL MARSHALS. BUT THIS TRAGIC 
f I 

EPISODE ICl;t3 CONFRONTED WITH SOME VERY $2 ii t tli2 BITTER FACTS. · 

NOT ONE FACULTY MEMBER OF THE TWO HUNDRED AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF MISSISSIPPIISPOKE OUT DURING THE VIOLENT AGITATION WHICH 
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ATTENDED MEREDITH'S REGISTRATION, IN FAVOR OF COMPLIANCE 

n.. 
WITH THE FEDERAL COUIJ"T ORDER TO ADMIT HIM. NOT ONE! -----
PRACTICALLY THE ENTIRE CLERGY OF THE CITY OF OXFORD REMAINED 

SILENT -- THE VERY MEN WHO PREACH- BROTHERLY LOVE AND~ 

~ 
QUOTEf THE BIBLE WHICH DECLARElJ THAT GOD MADE OF ONE BLOOD 

ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EAR TH. ONLY HERE AND THERE DID A 

~ 
NEWSPAPER IN MISSISSIPPI DENOUNCE THE GOVENOR OF THE STA TE 

FOR DEFYING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND ITS COURTS, AND FOR 

INCITING TO DISOBEDIENCE AND RIOTING. THE SOLI~~IZENS 

WERE NEARLY ALL BEHIND THE GOVERNOR -- NOT TO SPEAK OF 

THE STUDENT BODY. 

TO THE CREDIT SIDE OF THE WORLD'S LEDGER SHOULD BE PUT 
f 

THE END OF THE ALGERIAN WAR AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ~ 

INDEPENDE_N:t,.,. ALGERj:'"~ J1LLOWING SEVEN YEARS OF REVO:T 

~(A~ ,·"Iv- ,fucfuc 
AND~ 0:A,Y/EFFORTS A t!'A FICATION, FRANCE I UNDER THE 

LEADERSHIP OF CHARLES DE GAULLE, BEGAN A SERIES OF NEGOTIATIONS 

AT EVIANIIN THE SPRING OF THIS YEAR WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES 
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OF THE ALGERIAN FRONT OF NATIONAL LIBERATION/AN D ACCORDS 

WERE FINALLY REACHED. TH~~ WERE GIVEN THE RIGHT 

TO VOTE ON THE ISSUE OF SELF-DETERMINATION1 AND IN JULY 

THEY VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR OF INDEPENDENC~ ---

BY THAT VOTE, FRENCH SOVEREIGNTY IN ALGERIA CAME TO AN END. 

THE EVIAN ACCORDS WERE VIOLENTLY RESISTED BY THE 

EUROPEAN DIE-HARDS IN ALGERIA. BLOOD-SHED, MASSACRES AND 

TERROR PRECEDED AND FOLLOWED THE LIBERATION OF ALGERIA,-

THE LAST MAJOR DE-COLONIZATION ACT IN THE DISMANTLING PROCESS 

OF EUROPEAN IMPERIAL POWER..-d \)~ ~ 

AS IN ALL SUCH CASES OF NEWLY-WON INDEPENDENCE, TJ-JJ:ft£ 

BAS B!S~ NO ORDERL ~ FER OF AUTHORIT . __ ..-:___..__~IS S TIL L 
,-... A v-v.·v. 

FAR FROM POLITICAL STABILLTY. IN F A CT, IT AT THE MOMENT 

IN POLITICAL -ktM.o ,· , AND lN A CONDITION APPROI.ACHING AD

MINISTRATIVE AND ECONOMIC CHAOS. PANIC-STRICKEN FRENCH 

SETTLERS HAVE BY THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS FLED THE COUNTRY/ 

AND BUSINESS INTERES S UNEMPLOYMENT IS RAMPANT. THERE IS 

A SHORTAGE OF TRAINED, COMPETENT MEN TO RUN THE GOVERNMENT. 

THE VARIOUS CONTENDING GUERRILLA GROUPS AND THEIR LEADERS 

HA VE NOT BEEN DISARMED AND BROUGHT INTO OBEDIENCE TO THE 

AUTHORITY UNDER THE PRESENT CHIEF OF STATEI, 

MOHAM ED BEN BELLA. 
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BWT AFTER SEVE£(.~EARS OF CRUEL AND COSTLY CIVIL WAR AND 

Aid: r~v!t-uc REPRESSIVE MEASURES, THE ALGERIAN 

KNOT WIDCH COULD ~VELLED
1
HAD TO BE~~ 

I (' ,- d 
CUT. THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY OUT. HISTORY ASSIGNED THIS -
HARD AND UNPLEASANT TASK TO CHARLES DE GAULLE,AND HE DID 

NOT SHRINK FROM IT. HE WAS DENOUNCED BY MANY OF ms COM

PATRIOTS. ATTEMPTS TO ASSISSINATE HIM WERE MADE. HE WAS p 
vw WITH A REVOLT oFkoING GENERALS eii nu;; JdU•l"I". BUT HE 

" r ~ 
PERSISTED J'- E WON THROUGH. THE PEOPLE OF FRANCE SUSTAINED 

HIM TIME AND AGAIN. THEY VOTED HIM SWEEPING POWER.:-' RECENTLY 

THEY VOTED TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF ELECTING THE FRENCH 

PRESIDEN~ULLE ADVOCATED, Ol>+AI '°!,M,;ll!GE 

WIIEltiEJilY THE PRESIDEN1 \bililllil~ CTED BY POPULAR SUFFRAGE. , ..... 
THEY ALSO GAVE HIM OVERWHELMING ENDORSEMENT IN THE RECENT 

I' 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS'"M-1::z.J DE GAULLE'S PARTY WAS SWEPT 
.Cu. 

INTO POWER. ~ HAS GIVEN FRANCE STABLE GOVERNMENT. HE HAS 
. 

PUT AN END TO THE RULE OF THE FRAGMENTARY PARTIES WHICH, IA,\ 

Pr~' /'-UNABLE TO AGREE AMONG THEMSELVES, T IN CAUSED 

THE FALL OF GOVERNMENTS I NEXT TO JOHN F. KENNEDY, 
' 

WAR BROKE OUT BETWEEN ·INDIA AND CHINA IN 1962. FIGHTING 

TOOK PLACE HIGH UP IN THE FROZEN HIMALAYAS. THE FIGHTING 

CONCERNED A BOUNDARY DISPUTE. THE POSITION OF NEITHER OF 
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~,._ 
WAS QUITE CLEAR OR APPEARED CONSISTENT, 

I' 
RED CHINA, AFTER SWEEPING THE INDIAN TROOPS BEFORE THEM 

AND PENETRATING NEARLY FOR TY MILES INTO INDIAN TERRITORY, 

CALLED FOR A CEASE-FIRE AND OFFERED TO WITHDRAW. IT IS 

HARD TO SEE WHAT RED CHINA, HARD-PRESSED AT HOME BY HUNGER 

AND ECONOMIC CHAOS, HOPED TO GAIN FROM AN ATTACK ON INDIA 

AT THIS TIME. WAS IT TO DIVERT THE ATTENTION OF THE HARASSED 

CHINESE FROM THEIR OWN DOMESTIC TROUBLES, 'I'9 TIIB 'Ffi@l,4PE~

U:P EA'PBIOHSM, OR WAS IT TO ESTABLISH RED CHINA'S la.,. W...f\11 d 
IN THE COMMUNIST WORLD, AN~O ASSERT PEKING'S 

~ 1P 
OF ACTION AND INDEPENDENC MOSCOW? IT IS 

EQUALLY HARD TO FOLLOW THE POLITICAL INVOLUTIONS AND 

CONVOLUTIONS OF NEHRU'S ~~- NDIA1 J .. <J.A' &; lto r 
AGGRESSION, 

FOLLOWING THE CHINESE 

-~ RELATIONS WITH CHINA. ,,. 
EVEN VOTED,AT THE VERY TIME THE HOSTIL ITIES WERE 

I 'K ' 
ADMIT RED CHINA INTO THE UNITED NATIONS. t EVER BROUGHT 

ITS COMPLAINT TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

THE UNITED STATES RUSHED MILITARY AID TO THE HARD-PRESSED 

INDIANS AT THE VERY TIME THAT NEHRU WAS NEGOTIATING WITH THE 

E ANTI-WEST DEFENSE 

RUSSIANS FORM. I. G. -21 . JET I H 
I' ~ NW J11 JI 

REFUSED. OftG8r 1:HE RESIGNATION 

"'""' MINISTER, - ~\. MENON. WE PRODDED INDIA INTO NEGOTIATION WITH 

PAKISTAN FORA SETTLEMENT OF THE! SPUTES, PRINCIPALLY THE 
l) 
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ONE OVER KASHMIR. 

R OF PEACE TO THE REST OF 

THE WORLD, IS NOT A VERSE TO PLANING THE OLD GAME OF POWER 

POLITICS AND TO RESORT TO FORCE WHEN THE INTERESTS OF :INDIA 

ARE INVOLVED~ IN GOA, KASHMIR OR THE NORTHERN FRONTIER,. 

~'I' Ql!i:LLUSIOHBB BY HIS COMMUNIST FRIENDS, WHOSE 

POSITION HE SO OFTEN DEFENDED AGAINST THE WEST, HE IS STILL 

THE PREACHER OF MORAL PLA TI TU DES, HOPING THAT THE 

OF SPACE EXPLORATION AND APPLIED SCIENCE. TRAVELING FOR 

ONE Ht'NDRED AND NINE DAYS THROUGH ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY TWO 

MILLION MILES OF SPACE, MARINER II, A TWELVE-FOOT HIGH, FOUR 

HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN-POUN INSTRUMENT-PACKED SPACE 

LABORATORY, CAME FINALLY ON THE FOURTEENTH OF DECEMBER 

WITHIN CLOSE RANGE OF THE PLANET VENus,AND SENT BACK VALUABLE 

DATA ABOUT THE fLANET AND ITS SURROUNDINGS, WHICH SCIENTISTS 

ARE NOW EAGERLY STUDYING. IT HAS BEEN ASSERTED THAT MARINER 

II'S DATA WILL ADD MORE TO MAN "S KNOWLEDGE OF TH,ai'pLANET 

\tli.Mi~ THAN HAS BEEN ACCUMULATED IN ALL THE PASTTrV~~UNDRED 
I' 

YEARS OF SKY-WATCHING. 

COMMUNICATION SATELLITE., WAS LAUNCHED AT CAPE CANAVERAL. 
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IT HAS SUCCESSFULLY TRANSMITTED BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 

AND EUROPE TELEVISION, BOTH IN BLACK AND WHITE AND IN COLOR, 

TELEPHONE CALLS AND PHOTOGRAPHS. IT IS GENERALLY AGREED 

THAT "FROM AN APPLIED SCIENCE VIEWPOINT, THE SUCCESSFUL 

LAUNCHING AND OPERATION OF TELSTAR IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPACE AGE SO FAR. SINCE THEN, ANOTHER 

COMMUNICATION SATELLITE, THE "RELAY" HAS BEEN ORBITED INTO 

SPACE. THUS A NEW AGE IN SATELLITE COMMUNICATION WAS BORN ~ 

LAST YEAR. TRULY SCIENCE IS SCORING ONE BREA TH-TAKING 

VICTORY AFTER ANOTHER~ ONE HAS THE CONFIDENT FEELING THAT 

OPENIN'G NEW DOORS, PROBING NEW MYSTERIES, AND ADDING TO MAN'S 

DECEMBER SECOND, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY TWO ALSO 

MARKED THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAY WHEN ENRICO ----
FERMI AND HIS ASSOCIATES ACHIEVED THE FIRST SELF-SUSTAINING 

NUCLEAR CHAIN-REACTION, BENEATH THE WEST STANDS OF STAGG 

FIELD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO -- AND THE ATOMIC AGE WAS 
~ • • "' . ~~ 

BORN~ THIS WAS THE CUL ATION OF EXPERIMENTS WHICH W:;g:a;:E 

" 
CARRIED OUT IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD, EVER SINCE PROFESSOR 

c.r4 ~ , t ~ 
T EINSTEINtIN NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIVE &Olfl\N6E0 liii 

~ ,;i,-- ---·· ---- I 
"EQUATION THAT ENERGY IS EQUAL TO MASS TIMES THE SQUARE OF 

THE SPEED OF LIGHT. SCIENTISTS SINCE THAT TIME HAVE LABORED 

TO RELEASE THE ENERGY OF THE NUCLEUS OF THE A TO AND TO 

CO'NTROL THAT ENERGY. THE SUCCESS OF ENRICO FERMI NOT ONLY 



• • 

• 
- 12 -

MADE AVAILABLE FOR MAN A VAST .. ~ND W~ 
t / 

0 POWER, OF NUCl-EARENERGY, BUT IT MARKED A NEW STAGE IN 

" 1F 
THE EVOLUTION OF HUMAN SOCIETY. ENRICO FERMI'S ACHIEVEMENT 

TOOK PLACE DURING WORLD WAR 11-d--teAs A RESULT OF THE URGENT 

MILITARY NEEDS OF THE UNITED STATES. AT THAT TIMo/ 

IT WAS QUICKLY UTILIZED TO MAKE THE ATOMIC BOMBS WHICH WERE 

DROPPED ON HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI . SINCE THAT TIME~~ 

~ 
~5h8t THE MILITARY USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY RATHER THAN ITS 

PEACEFUL USE WHICH HAS PREOCCUPIED A TTENTION~dlMIIIIIW 
cc ) 

Ar::::i:EW=:--¥i.Afiii.. ALSO THE ATTENTION OF THE SOVIET UNION. 11IIF g\/7 Lt 

APPALING DESTRUCTIVENESS OF NUCLEAR BOMBIAHAS NdS,r FULLY 
~ ' ~~ -

ITH THE WORLD DIVIDE INTO TWO 
/\ 

HOSTILE BLOCS, EACH IN POSSESSION OF THE A:t:CQGC BOMB, AND 

EACH CAPABLE OF DESTROYING THE OTHER, 

BROUGHT TO~ MOST FATAL CROSSROADS ITS HISTORY
1
Ja::~ 

IS NO DEFENSE AGAINST ATOMIC WEAPONS[ 1:f PJHQi;., MANKIN~CES ,-. 
'l"th1c INESCAPABLE CHOICE E END OF WAR, OR THE END 

OF MAN. SINCE MAN DOES NOT WISH TO DESTROY HIMSELF, IT IS 

LIKELY THAT HE WILL FIND WAYS TO PUT AN END TO WAR. THIS 

WILL NOT BE EASY, NOR WILL IT BE QUICKLY . MANKIND 

WILL CONTINUE TO LIVE IN DREAD UNCERTAINTY, SKI+G THE 

ABYSS OF TOTAL DISASTER FOR A LONG TIME, UNTIL THE NATIONS 
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~ 
OF THE EARTH LEARN TO ADJUST THEIR..-UESIRE FOR ◊ji~@izJHW, iA ~ tl.,,•/,~ 

A 

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, AND THEIR DOCTRINNAIRE INSISTENCE 

UPON ONE ECONOMIC SYSTEM TO THE /EXCLUSION OF ALL OTHERS
1 
c

TO TH~~~DING NEED FOrIVAL. 

ALTHOUGH THE MANNER IN WHICH STATESMEN AND POLITICAL 

LEADERS OF THE GREAT WORLD POWERS HAVE ACTED IN THE LAST 

- -
NOT UNWARRANTED HOPE THAT THE USHERING IN OF THE NUCLEAR AGE, 

TWENTY YEARS AGO, MAY HAVE ACTUALLY BROUGHT IN A NEW WORLD 
- tl:G-1" 

ORDER FOR MAN 1 AND THE LONG HOPED-FOR AGE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 
0 +- -➔--... 2111...1- '?A- . /\ 

-=~:;:::=::=.::- WE EMTER fHE NEW YEAR NOT WITHOUT HOPE OR CONFIDENCE. 

WE KNOW OF MANY SORE SPOTS IN THE WORLD WHERE TROUBLE IS 
/\ 

STILL BREWING -- THE CONGO, BERLIN, VIETNAM, THE SINO-INDIAN 

_,__.,.t. tL 
. WE KNOW OF~MANY PERSISTENT PROBLEMS WHICH 

UNSOLVED -- THE WRETCHED ECONOMIC PLIGHT OF MANY PEOPLES 

IN LATIN AMERICA, IN ASIA AND IN AFRICA -- AND THE RESULTANT 

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL UNREST IN THOSE COUNTRIES UPON WHICH 

~ 

OF CONFIDENCE IN OUR ABILIT COPE WITH THESE PROBLEMS, 

IN COOPERATION WITH OUR ALLIES GIVEN TIME; AND WE NOW BELIEVE , 
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THAT TIME WILL B~ GIVEN. WE HAVE LOS T/\FEARS;°. WE HAVE 

REGAINED THE INITIATIVE IN WORLD AFFAIRS. WE HAVE SET 

tL 
IN OPERATION PLAN'S AND PROGRAMS TO HELPJ\UNDERDEVELOPED 

PEOPLES IN LATIN-AMERICA AND ELSEWHERE = AND THESE PEOPLES 

ARE NO LONGER SUSPICIOUS OF OUR MOTIVES OR BEWITCHED BY 

COMMUNIST PROPOGANDA. THE SO-CALLED NEUTRAL WORLD IS 

NO LONGER A TAIL TO THE SOVIET KITE. 

1963 SHOULD BE A GOOD YEAR FOR THE FREE WORLD, 




