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SUNDAY MORNING SERMON 
May 12, 1963 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

THE SEVEN PILLARS OF AN ENDURING HOME 

OF HIS "GEORGI CS", GQWG•tilii;~ WITH AN EPILOGUE IN WHICH HE SAYS: 

"THUS I SANG OF THE CARE OF FIELDS, OF CATTLE AND OF TREES, WHILE 
,, 

GREAT CAESAR THUNDERED IN WAR BY DEEP EUPHRATES, ANfl OA¥E A -

VIG'FOR'S LAW -Y-NTQ 1N~~]~IC--N1\ff?IONS A-r~D ESSAYED 'THE PA'f'II T8 

;#-4~ 
VIRGIL WAS CONTENT TO SINGO J\ ATTLE AND OF TREES, NOT~ 

~H:JSilr~BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE OF INGLORIOUS EASE, BUT BECAUSE, 

StfM":li&T, Hf' ~~~VELY Hi~ A GREAT TRUTH, THAT WHILE ALL 

THINGS CHANGE THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS WHICH NEVER CHANGE -

NATURE, THE REVOLVING SEASONS, THE ETERNAL LIFE-HUNGER OF 

LIVING THINGS, DEATH AND LIFE REBORN. THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS 

WHICH ENDURE rmo;c.,;GH A.Lb ELSE CHANGES, THOUGH EMPIRES RISE 

AND FALL. THERE ARE Ce.RTA:11-i UNDERLYING IDEALS WHICH ARE IN

DISPENSABLE TO ANY AGE REGARDLESS OF ITS INTELLECTUAL, POLI

TICAL OR ECONOMIC COMPLEXION. WHETHER AN AGE IS ONE OF FAITH 

OR REASON, OR SCEPT~ISM, WHETI-E R IN ITS ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENT 

IT IS CAPITALISTIC OR SOCIALISTIC, AND IN ITS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 

DEMOCRATIC OR DICTATORIAL, THERE ARE CERTAIN BASIC MORAL 

ASSUMPTIONS WHICH MUST BE PART OF IT. WITHOUT THEM IT CANNOT 
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\M~.l4~ 
ENDURE. THEY ARE, WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED 8:0eff!!T!!""IS ETERNAL 

MORALITY. MODERNS SOMETIMES GLIBLY CALL IT OLD-FASHIONED 

,+ \4 ~' 
MORALITY./\ THERE IS REALLY NOTHING CLEVER OR SMART OR HEADY 

~ 
OR "AVANT-GARD" ABOUT THIS MORALITY. BUT IT IS EVERLASTING. 

~+- ~ wdl" 
tE OUGHT--TO BEAR IN MIND THAT NEW DISCOVERIES IN THE 

REALMS OF MORALITY OR RELIGION ARE EXT'REMEL Y RARE. HUMAN 

NATURE HAS CHANGED VERY LITTLE THESE THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 

PEAKS OF PROGRESS WERE REACHED LONG AGO IN THESE REALMS, 

AND BEYOND THE PEAK ONE CAN NOT CLIMB. 

MAN HAS KNOWN HIS INNER LIFE FOR A LONG TIME. Mfrt.f HAS 

1.JYEQ IN SOCIE1'1, '.P'O'.Il TMOUSA:P.fDS OF Y~. MAN HAS ALWAYS EX

PERIENCED LOVE AND HATE, FEAR AND FRUSTRATION, BEREAVEMENT 

AND DISILLUSIONMENT. ALL THE EMOTIONS WHICH THE MODERN MAN 

EXPERIENCES, MAN KNEW THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO. THE BEST MINDS 

AMONG THE ANCIENTS WRESTLED WITH THE PROBLEMS OF MAN'S 

SPIRITUAL LIFE QUITE AS COURAGEOUSLY AS THE BEST MINDS AMONG 

THE MODERNS, AND WE HAVE NOT YET IMPROVED EITHER UPON THE 

QUESTIONS WHICH THEY RAISED OR ON THE ANSWERS WHICH THEY GAVE. 

LITTLE THAT IS REALLY NEW CAN BE ADDED TO THE ffiilflC"'i£f$/f;'f

OF MORAL TRUTH., TO THE QUINTESSENTIAL TRUTH OF MORALITY OF 

MANKIND. WHAT C1!.N YOU ADD TO SUCH J;.,~ "LOVE THY 

NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF" OR "JUSTICE, JUSTICE SHALT THOU PURSUE'' 

OR "YE SHALL DO NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN JUDGMENT" OR "THEY SHALL 

BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES" AND "NATION SHALL NOT LIFT 
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UP SWORD AGA \NST NATION". ~MAY SUGGEST A BETTER TECHNIQUE 

FOR THE REALIZATION OF THESE IDEALS, FOR IMPLEMENTING THEM, 

BUT AS FAR AS THEIR INHERENCY IS CONCERNED, VERY LITTLE CAN 

BE ADDED TO THEM. 

PROGRESS IN THE FIELD OF MORALITY CONSISTS NOT IN NEW 

DISCOVERY, BUT IN GREATER FULFILLMENT. 

FREQUENTLY I READ A BOOK WHOSE TITLE SUGGESTS THAT THE 

AUTHoR\HAs SOMETHING NEW TO ~AYON THE ~:fi~4 -MORALITY 

\~~~~~~~~---~ 
IN THE NEW AGE• A NE _ SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO MORALS. I READ IT 

WITH AVIDITY TO SEE IF foMETHING NEW HAS REALLY BEEN DISCOVERED. 

BUT I FIND THAT THE AUTHOR IS ONLY USING NEW SCIENTIFIC TE 

~ 
NOLOGY BORROWED FROM OTHER DISCIPLINES. WHEN I ~cff:::::W:IM=:fl=:i~g::. 

HIS CONCLUSIONS, WHAT IS HE DRIVING AT, I FIND THAT HIS CONCLU-
1'> 

SIONS ARE THE SAME AS THOSE WHICH ARE FOUND IN THE PAGES OF 

THE ANCIENT BIBLE, OR THE TEACHINGS OF THE RABBIS OF LONG AGO. 

THE NEWER DATA WHICH HE PRESENTS ONLY CORROBORATE '&II~ ~ 

TEN COMMANDMENTS. WHAT WE NEED IS TO CARRY OUT THE OLD TEN 

COMMANDMENTS. THOSE COMMANDMENTS SUFFICE FOR ALL AGES. 

THEY REMAIN FOREVER THE DIGITS OF CIVILIZATION. 

ONE SHOULD NOT LOOK WITH DISFAVOR UPON A MORAL CODE JUST 

BECAUSE IT IS OLD. ONE SHOULD ACCEPT IT AND LIVE BY IT EVEN IF 

ONE DOES NOT FULLY PERSONALLY APPROVE OF IT. 
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SOME PEOPLE ~T THEY MUST RECAPITULATE IN THEIR 

OWN LIVES ALL THE MORAL EXPERIENCES OF THE RACE, AND THAT 

THEY NEED NOT ACCEPT AS BINDING, MORAL PRINCIPLES WHI ~ EY, 

THEMSELVES, HAVE NOT LIVED THROUGH AND JS~~'A.ND 
~ ( 

FOUND TRUE. 
I 

THAT IS CLEARLY IMPOSSIBLE. NO MAN CAN RECAPITULATE IN 

HIS OWN LIFE THE LONG MORAL EXPERIENCE OF THE HUMAN RACE. 

THE LIFE OF ONE INDIVIDUAL IS TOO SHORT FOR THAT. IT TAKES MORE 

THAN ONE LIFE TO TEST ALL THE GREAT MORAL FINDINGS OF MANKIND. 

IN OUR MORAL LIFE WE CANNOT BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING. WE HA VE TO 
JL-¢·~ ~~~~--

TAKE CERTAIN THlNCe FOR GRANTED. WE MUST BEGIN WHERE THE RACEtt 

LEFT OFF, NOT WHERE THE RACE BEGAN IN THE JUNGLE. WE MUST 

BEGIN OUR MORAL LIFE NOT WITH THE PRIMITIVE, BUT WITH THE MOST 

EXALTED THAT HAS REACHED us'/"~ tt...J.. ~ ' 
(A.I\ I U,:.e, C , 

i FINB SOME YOUNG PEOPLE REJECT1'{lf THE MORAL CODE WHICH 
( . 

WAS GIVEN THEM AS CHILDREN, BECAUSE THEY FEEL THAT THEY WERE 

INDOCTRINATED WITH THOSE IDEAS, AND THAT THERE MUST BE SOMETHING 

NAIVE OR IMMATURE ABOUT THEM. 

WE WERE INDOCTRINATED WITH THOSE MORAL IDEAS IN OUR 

GIIILQJI~ BECAUSE THE HUMAN RACE FOUND THOSE IDEAS AND WAYS 

OF LIFE SO VITAL, SO ESSENTIAL, THAT IT COULD NOT AFFORD TO .. 

I USlNTO DE IN! 

HABITS OF MORAL 'ffi:St.~~...a.JM.E> CONDUCT. MORAL PATTERNS WHICH 
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WE WERE GIVEN AS CHILDREN ARE NOT MORAL PREJUDICES, BUT MORAL 

EXPERIENCES WHICH COVER THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 

MANKIND DISCOVERED AT TERRIFIC COST AND SUFFERING THAT CERTAIN 

WAYS AND ONLY CERTAIN WAYS ARE CONDUCIVE TO THE HAPPINESS 

rP 
OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE STABILITY OF SOCIETY., THESE THOUGHTS 

COME TO MIND WHEN WE REFLECT ON THE PILLARS WHICH MAINTAIN A 

HOME AND WHEN WE DISCUSS THE SUBJECT ON MOTHERS' DAY, 

THE HOME IS A VERY ANCIENT INSTITUTION, AND WHILE MANY 

CHANGES HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY COME OVER IT WHICH AFFECT THE LIVES 

OF ALL OF ITS MEMBERS, AND NECESSITATE MANY SERIOUS ADJUSTMENTS, 

THE MORALITY WHICH GIVES DURABILITY, EFFECTIVENESS AND HARMONY 

TO THE HOME HAS REMAINED CONSTANT. NO NEW FUNCTION HAS BEEN 
i 
~ ASSIGNED TO THE HOME, AND NO NEW ROLES T PAREN.::VAND CHILDREN. 
·--

THERE IS NO NEW MORALITY AT HAND FOR 20th CENTURY MEN AND WOMEN 

WHO ARE TRYING TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN A HAPPY HOME, ANY MORE 

THAN THERE WAS FOR THEIR FORBEARS IN THE 12th CENTURY OR IN THE 

2nd CENTURY. THE WORLD IN WHICH THEY LIVE IS CERTAINLY DIFFERENT. 

THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL FACTORS WHICH THRUST AND 

STRIKE AND IMPINGE UPON THE INTEGRJTY OF THE FAMILY TODAY ARE 

CERTAINLY DIFFERENT AND THEY MAKE THE TASK OF HOLDING A FAMILY 
f!#..11A a ,. -r-:: -

TOGETHER IN OUR DAYS MORE DIFFICULT. BUT,._-==--r MUST SIMPLY ACT 

AS A CHALLENGE TO GREATER ALERTNESS AND INTELLIGENCE AND FOR-

BEARANCE ON THE PART OF ALL CONCERNED. IT CAN CERTAINLY NOT 
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SERVE AS AN EXCUSE FQt ABDICATION OR RESIGNATION. GRANTED THAT 

ALL LIFE TODAY IS MORE INVOLVED, MORE COMPLEX, LESS STABLE AND 

S CURE, WHAT HE ANSWER? CERTAINLY NOT RENUNCIATION, NOT 
/\ 

TOTAL COLLAPSE INTO SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL CHAOS. THE ANSWER CAN 

ONLY BE DETERMINED REINVIGORATION OF OUR WILL AND SPIRIT TO 
/\ 

MEET THE CHALLENGE OF ...--, NEW CIRCUMSTANCES, TO MASTER THEM AS 

TO KNOW WHAT WE ARE
1
AND WHY WE ARE, AND THEN TO USE THAT 

KNOWLEDGE AS AN EXCUSE FOR INACTION OR SUBMISSION. WE MUST 

ALWAYS KEEP BEFORE US THE CHALLENGE OF WHAT WE SHOULD B_J:, 

AND CAN BE. WE MUST FORCE OURSELVES TO CLIMB THE STEEP HILLS 

OF OUR HIGHER DESTINY AS CHILDREN OF GOD. IT IS ONLY IN THIS WAY 

THAT MEN AND WOMEN CAN PRESERVE THE MODERN HOME - - AN AWARENESS 

OF THE FACTS AS THEY ARE, A FIRM RESOLVE TO MASTER THEM, 
to -

/\,'F-0 iUaaisi'Jl'-'"'fl-IE FORCES OF DISINTEGRATION. 

IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS WE READ: I . - , /I n 

"IT IS THROUGH WISDOM THAT A HOME IS BUILT".\ AND, INDEED, A 

HAIP{ HOME IS NEVER AN AUTOMATIC CREATION. THE~ THAT 

. 
PEOPLE GET MARRIED AND HA VE CHILDREN DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY 

INSURE FOR THEM A HAPPY HOME. IT TAKES MUCH THOUGHT, AND EFFORT, 

AND SKILL, AND MUCH, MUCH ELSE,BESIDES TO BUILD AN ENDURING HOME. 

THE MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY, THOUGH NOT THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR MAINTAINING A HAPPY HOME, OUR SEERS AND SAGES HAVE PLACED 

UPON THE WIFE AND MOTHER. THIS WAS NOT DUE TO THEIR CHIVALRY --
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THE ANCIENT HEBREWS SEEM IN FACT TO HA VE BEEN THE ONLY 

CHIVALROUS PEOPLE TOWARDS WOMANKIND IN ANTIQUITY. WHERE IN 

ANCIENT LITERATURE DO YOU FIND ANY TRIBUTE TO WOMANHOOD, 

COMPARABLE TO THE ONE FOUND IN THE 31st CHAPTER OF THE BOOK 

OF PROVERBS, AND BEAR IN MIND -- NO SIMILAR TRIBUTE TO MAN IS 

FOUND ANYWHERE IN OUR SACRED LITERATURE. BUT WHEN THEY M-~r.; 
ING 

THE WIFE AND MOTHER~HE KEYSTONE IN THE ARCH OF ~ ENDUR/HOME, 

THEY SPOKE OUT OF WISDOM. THE MOTHER MAKES THE HOME - -

/t 
, 

- ~t~ -- "A MAN'S HOME, THAT IS HIS WIFE!" 

THE HOME IS WOMAN'S REALM. 

THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT A WOMAN'S SPHERE IS EXCLUSIVELY THE 

HOME. IT NEVER WAS. WOMAN ALWAYS WORKED INSIDE THE HOME_,,..__ ,.__... 

OUTSIDE THE HOME, SIDE BY SIDE WITH I-ER MEN FOLK, IN THE FIELD AND 

ON THE FARM, IN THE SHOP AND IN THE FACTORY, IN THE OFFICE AND IN 

THE STORE, IN THE ARTS AND IN THE SCIENCES. WOMAN HAS ALWAYS 

WORKED. THERE ARE MILLIONS OF WOMEN IN THE UNI TED STA TES TODAY 

WHO ARE ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS. WHILE WOMAN'S DOMAIN 

IS AND OUGHT TO BE AS EXTENSIVE AS MAN'S, IT NEVERTHELESS REMAINS 

TRUE THAT THE CHIEF INTEREST AND DESTINY OF WOMAN IS THE HOME. 

THE WOMAN IS THE HOME BUILDER. IT IS AROUND HER THAT THE 

THE REAL CRITERION FOR THE SUCCESS OF A MODERN WOMAN IS 

NOT HER ABILITY TO ACI-IlEVE EQUALITY WITH MEN. THE REAL CRITERION 

OF HER SUCCESS IS A HAPPY, HARMONIOUS HOME AND A Sa:TISFYING AND 

ENDURING MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP. 
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AS FAR AS ACHIEVING EQUALITY WITH MAN IS CONCERNED, AS 

FAR AS STATUS IS CONCERNED, THE MODERN WOMAN IS CERTAINLY THE 

EQUAL OF MAN IN NEARLY ALL THINGS. EVEN IN THE SPHERE OF MORALS, 

WOMAN HAS ACHIEVED THE SAME STANDARD AS MAN, HOWEVER DUBIOUS 

A VICTORY THAT MIGHT BE. 

WE DO NOT TALK ANY MORE TODAY ABOUT~ SINGLE STANDARD 

AS AGAINST THE DOUBLE STANDARD OF MORALITY. THAT USED TO BE 

A VERY MOOT QUESTION THIRTY OR FORTY YEARS AGO. TODAY IT IS 

NO LONGER A QUESTION; FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT THERE SEEM TO 

BE NO STANDARDS AT ALL LEFT. THE WOMAN TODAY IS AS FREE AS 

MAN IS. WHEN IT COMES TO SOWING WILD OATS WOMEN TODAY ARE AS 

GOOD FARMERS AS MEN. THEY ARE FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR MATES AND 

OTHER PEOPLE'S MATES QUITE AS MUCH AS MEN. THEY RUN TO THE 

DIVORCE COURTS AS '{fICKLY AS MEN DO, AS OFTEN AS MEN DO, 

SOMETIMES OFTENER. THEY CLAMOR FOR THE RIGHT TO LIVE THEIR 

OWN LIVES, WHATEVER THAT MAY MEAN, QUITE AS THE PAGAN MALE 

DOES. 

ON THIS JSCORE AT LEAST, IF ON NO OTHER, WOMAN TODAY IS 

THE ABSOLUTE EQUAL OF MAN. WI-llCH IS NOT SAYING VERY MUCH. 

AND YET WITH ALL THIS EQUALITY, THE MODERN WOMAN DOES 

NOT APPEAR TO BE QUITE AS HAPPY AS SHE WOULD LIKE TO BE. 

EVIDENTLY FREEDOM, HOWEVER DESIRABLE, IS NOT ENOTTGH. EVIDENTLY 
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FREEDOM CAN ·BECOME AS HEAVY A BURDEN AND AS SAD A BURDEN 

TO CARRY AS SERVITUDE. FOR AFTER YOU GET FREEDOM YOU HAVE GOT 

TO LEARN WHAT TO DO WITH IT. AND WOMEN HAVE NOT LEARNED THAT 

SECRET ANY MORE THAN~ MEN HAVE. THE WORLD OF THE MODERN 

WOMAN HAS, I AM AFRAID, MORE AND NOT LESS OF RESTLESSNESS IN IT, -
MORE OF FRUSTRATION, OF UNCERTAINTY, OF RIVALRY, OF UNHAPPI

NESS THAN THE WORLD OF THE GENERATIONS OF WOMEN WHO HAD NOT 

ACQUIRED EQUALITY WITH MEN. 

w~sfa. 
attW WISE WIFE AND MOTHER IN THE HOME DOES NOT Sii!EH9 MUCH 

TIME ~•-'l' SUCH ABSTRACT AND IRRELEVANT MATTERS AS PERSONAL 

RIGHTS AND EQUALITY. SHE IS TOO BUSY TO HAVE MUCH TIME LEFT 

FOR NEUROSES. WOMEN WHO INSIST ON THEIR BILL OF RIGHTS ARE ON 

THE WAY TO A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT. THE WIFE AND MOTHER IN THE 

HOME MUST HAVE MORE THAN HER RIGHTS, AND MUST ENJOY MORE 

THAN FORMAL EQUALITY. THE RABBIS SAID THAT ONLY A HUSBAND WHO 

LOVES HIS WIFE AS HIMSELF, AND HONORS HER MORE THAN HIMSELF/ 

WILL ENJOY THE CONFIDENT KNOWLEDGE THAT HIS TENT IS IN PEACE. 

A HUSBAND SHOULD ALWAYS OBSERVE THE HONOR DUE TO HIS WIFE, 

THEY DECLARED, BECAUSE BLESSINGS REST ON A MAN'S HOME ONLY 

ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WIFE. CHILDREN WHO DO NOT HONOR THEIR MOTHER 

HAV~ NO MOTHER. THEY MAY HAVE A NURSE, A SERVANT, A HOUSE

KEEPER, BUT NOT A MOTHER , FOR UNLESS YOU HONOR A PERSON, 

THAT PERSON CANNOT TEACH YOU, CANNOT GUIDE YOU, CANNOT SERVE 

~-l 
YOU AS MODEL OR EXAMPLEK.trn ~HONORED PERSON'S LOVE IS HELD 

CHEAP IN OUR EYES. • • _.,) 

----------------
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A GOOD HOME IS A LITTLE COMMUNITY WHICH EXISTS FOR THE 

BENEFIT OF ALL OF ITS MEMBERS, AND FOR THE BENEFIT ALSO OF 

SOCIETY. TJIE WISE MOTHER MANAGES THAT LITTLE COMMUNITY, 

NOT OBTRUSIVELY OR DOMINEERINGLY, BUT LOVINGLY. HSTRENGTH 
,, 

AND DIGNITY ARE HER SPIRITUAL RAIMENT, "SHE OPENS HER MOUTH 

WITH WISDOM, AND THE LAW OF KINDNESS IS ON HER TONGUE!" 

AS FAR AS THE HOME IS CONCERNED, THE RABBIS DECLARED THAT 

"THE HOLY ONE ENDOWED THE WOMAN WITH MORE UNDERSTANDING 

THAN THE MAN''. 

BUT NO HOME CAN BE BUILT BY ~lllilll(CI~ LONE OR CAN BE MADE 

SECURE AND HAPPY BY HER EFFORTS ALONE. FATHER AND CHILDREN 

• 
HAVE Cilfifli? Vl.TAL ROLES TO PLAY. A HOME IS A COOPERATIVE 

ACHIEVEMENT. 

THE FATHER WHO BRINGS NOTHING TO THE HOME BUT HIS TIRED 

SELF IN THE EVENING, THE SCRAPS AND LEAVINGS OF ,df{LXHAUSTING 

BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL DAY OF WORK AWAY FROM HOME, IS NOT 

COOPERATING IN THE GLORIOUS ENTERPRISE OF HOME-~UILDING. HE 
~ _,._.__ ~ """"'~ 0.. w ,' &,t,t. IA,, ; .. } p~ / .:J • ~,' 

HAS BUILT FOR HIMSELF AND HIS HOUS EHO:LD A MOTEL/\ HE IS T 

ABSENTEE PARENT WHO ASSERTS HIMSELF ONLY WHEN HIS WIFE OR 

CHILDREN CROSS HIM. AT THE CRUCIAL MOMENTS IN HIS CHILDREN'S 

LIVES -- WHEN THEY NEED HIM --HE IS NOT THERE. HE IS THE MAN WHO 

ALWAYS COMPLAINS: "I CAN'T UNDERSTAND MY CHILDREN! I ~THEM 

EVERYTHING, AND LOOK HOW THEY TREAT ME! ACTUALLY, HE ll!8£ 
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.. 

FROM T:H~ PARENTS -- LOVE, INTERES~ EVEN IN THEIR TRIVIAL 

CONCERNS AND PROBLEMS, GUIDANCE, DIRECTION, YES, EVEN 

DISCIPLINE WHEN THEY NEED IT. ABOVE ALL, HE FAILED TO 

GIVE THEM A PARENTAL IMAGE WHICH THEY COULD HONOR, AND TAKE 

PRIDE IN. DURING THE DIFFICULT YEARS OF THEIR GROWTH AND 

THEIR TROUBLED PHYSIOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL ADJUSTMENTS THEY 

HAD NO ONE TO TURN TO, NO FRIENDLY HAND TO GUIDE THEM. THE 

BIBLE ADMONISHES CHILDREN TO LISTEN TO THE INSTRUCTION OF 

THEIR FATHERS, BUT THEN THERE MUST BE FATHERS AT HAND, 

READY AND QUALIFIED TO GIVE THEM 'DllltINSTRUCTION. 

NOR CAN MOTHER AND FATHER ALONE BUILD A GOOD HOME. 

CHILDREN, TOO,MJST COOPERATE -- AND NOT AS A MATTER OF DUTY 

BUT AS A MATTER OF LOVE -- OF EAGER SHARING IN A COMMON 

ENTERPRISE WHICH IS FOR THE GOOD OF ALL. CHILDREN WHO MERELY 

EXPLOIT THEIR PARENTS AND USE THE HOME SOLELY AS A STEPPING-

STONE TO THEIR OWN SELFISH r.AREERS, EMBITTER THE LIVES OF 

FATHER AND MOTHER AND FILL THE HOME WITH BITTERNESS AND 

RECRIMINATION. { 

"A CHILD THAT DEALS SHAMEFULLY AND REPROACHFULLY WILL 

DESPOIL HIS FATHER OF THE PEACE OF HIS LIFE AND DRIVE HIS 

MOTHER (ifTO DESPAIR). " 
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WHAT THEN ARE THE SEVEN PILLARS OF AN ENDURING HOME? 

THE NUMBER IS NOT IMPORTANT. IN THEIR OLD-FASHIONED MORALITY, 

OUR FOREFATHERS NAMED THE FOLLOWING: 

1) A GOOD BEGINNING -- MARRY FOR LOVB, NOT FOR MONEY OR 

POSITION. 11HE WHO MARRIES FOR MONEY 11
, THE RABBIS SAID, "WILL HAVE 

UNWORTHY CHILDREN. 11 THAT IS r.LEAR; FOR THE CHILDREN, FOLLOWING 

THE EXAMPLE OF THEIR PARENTSlARE LIKELY ALSO TO BE MONEY-GRUBBERS. 

2) FORBEARANCE -- NO MAN OR WOMAN IS PERFECT. PEOPLE MAKE 

MISTAKES. IN THE FIRST INFATUATION OF ROMANTIC LOVE, NOTHING 

SHORT OF PERFECTION IS ASSUMED, BUT THE INEVITABLE FLAWS INHERENT 

IN ALL HUMAN BEINGS SOON REVEAL THEMSELVES. UNLESS THERE IS 

TOLERANCE ON BOTH SIDES FOR THESE INEVITABLE HUMAN SHORTCOMINGS, 

UNLESS HUSBAND ANn WIFE IE ARN TO OVERLOOK THEM, UNLESS THEY APPLY -
THE HEALING BALM OF FORGIVENESS TO THE HURTS WHICH ARE THOUGHT

LESSLY, OR EVEN SOMETIMES DELIBERATELY, INFLICTED -- UNLESS THEY 

COME TO REGARD AN OCCASIONAL INCIDENT OF FRICTION ~it1 MISUNDER-

STANDING ~"oUARREL A ~~MOTIONAL C THARSIS, WHICH CAN 

" 
WILL NEVER BE ESTABLISHED. 

3) FIDELITY-- WHERE THERE IS FIDELITY IN A HOME, THERE IS DIGNITY. 

WHERE THERE IS INFIDELITY, THERE IS FURTIVENESS AND INDIGNITY, 

AND A PERVADING AND CORRODING MISERY WHICH NOTHING, NEITHER 

WEALTH NOR COMFORT NOR POSITION, CAN ATONE FOR OR COMPENSATE FOR. 
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SHARING -- NOT ON THE BASIS OF 

" 
BUT ON THE 

BASIS OF OURS. "THEREFORE SHOULD A MAN LEAVE HIS f ATHER AND 

HIS MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE UNTO HIS WIFE, AND THEY SHALL BE 

ONE FLESH." SHARING! ii.A::f>W. SHARING EACH OTHER'S LIFE, EACH 

OTHER'S FORTUNE, EACH OTHER'S JOYS AND SORROWS. NOT ALL MEN 

SUCCEED IN THEIR CHOSEN CALLINGS. NOT ALL MEN SUCCEED ALL THE 

TIME. SOME SUCCEED MORE THAN OTHERS. THE HAPPY HOME CANNOT 

DEPEND UPON SUCH CONTINGENCIES WHATEVER A MAN'S LOT IS, OR 

A WOMAN'S -- THAT MUST BE VALI.N TLY SHARED,' FOR DEVOTION MUST 
A 

OVER-ARCH ALL OF LIFE'S CIRCUMSTANCES. FAIR-WEATHER PARTNERSHIP 

IN WEDDED LIFE IS NO PARTNERSHIP AT ALL. 

5) REVERENCE -- FOR EVERY ONE IN THE HOME -- FOR FATHER, 

MOTHER, CHILD! HOWEVER HUMBLE THE HOME, IT IS STILL FATHER'S 
~ 

ONLY DOMAIN OF SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPORT NC . IT IS MOTHER'S -~~--
/\ 

ONE WITHIN THE HOME MUST BE SHIELDED IN HIS PREROGATIVES. LET 

EACH LIVE UP TO HIS FULL IMPORTANCE. LET CHILDREN DEVELOP 

INTO THEIR GRADUAL INDEPENDENCE. NO ONE'S PERSONALITY MUST BE 

CRUSHED OR SUBMERGED. AS IN ALL REVERENT RELATIONSHIPS, 

BE VOLUNTARY DISCIPLINE. THERE ARE TIMES FOR SAYING "YES", 

AND A TIME FOR SAYING 11N011
• BOUNDLESS PERMISSIVENESS IS EVEN 

MORE HARMFUL THAN SENSELESS PROHIBITION. 
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6) SOCIAL-MINDEDNESS -- A FAMILY IS PART OF THE LARGER FAMILY 

WHICH IS SOCIETY. IT EXLSTS NOT FOR ITSELF ALONE BUT FOR SOCIETY. 

IT IS A PRIVATE WORLD WITHIN A PUBLIC SETTING. WHAT HAPPENS 

WITHIN IT IS ULTIMATELY REFLECTED IN THE COMMUNITY, JUST AS 

COMMUNAL STANDARDS AND CURRENTS ULTIMATELY AFFECT IT. HENCE, 

A HOME SHOULD BE THE TRAINING-GROUND FOR SOCIALIZED PERSONALITIES. 

PARENTS SHOULD SF.T A GOOD EXAMPLE OF SOCIAL-MINDEDNESS. 

EMPHASIS ON THE WRONG THINGS IN THE HOME, ON DISPLAY, ON IN

DULGENCE, ON SOCIAL CLIMBING, ON SNOBBERY, IS A POOR EXAMPLE. 

CHILDREN SHOULD BE RAISED IN SUCH A WAY TIIAT THEY WILL COME TO .. 

THINK NOT ONLY OF THEMSELVES, BUT OF THEMSELVES IN RELATION 

TO THEIR COMMUNITY. THEY SHOULD BE TRAINED IN GOOD NEIGHBOR

LINESS AND IN CITIZENSIDP. PARENTS, BY THEIR EXAMPLE, BY THEIR 

PARTICIPATION IN CIVIC AND PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITIES AND CAUSES, 

SHOULD SET THE EXAMPLE. "LET YOUR HOME BE WIDE OPEN, AND LET 

THE POOR BE WELCOME TO YOUR HOME." 

7) FINALLY, PIETY-- IS A STRONG CEMENT FOR AN ENDURING HOME. 

IT BRINGS A GRACE AND A SPIRITUAL BEAUTY INTO THE LIFE OF A FAMILY 

AND CREATES A HOLY BOND OF UNION AMONG ITS MEMBERS. FAMILY 

RITUAL AND PRAYER LEND AN ELEMENT OF NOBILITY TO THE HOME. 

CHILDREN, WHEN THEY GROW UP, NEVER FORGET THE PICTURE OF THEIR 

MOTHER BLESSING HER SABBATH LIGHTS, OR OF THEIR FATHER LEADING 
- ~ C,.~ ~-~-

THEM -- NOT SENDING THEM, MIND YOU -- BUT LEADING THEM TO TEMPLE 
\ -~ ,~--

OR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL. THE WAY :\TO CHILD THE WAY THAT HE 
r 

SHOULD GO,IS TO GO THAT WAY YOURSELF. 

THESE ARE THE SEVEN PILLARS WHICH OUR FORBEARS, IN THEIR 
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OLD-FASHIONED MORALITY RECOMMENDED FOR A GOOD AND HAPPY HOME. 

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY NEWER OR BETTER ONES? 
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THE GREA'r-POET, VIRGIL, IN FINISHING THE FOUR BOOKS OF HIS 
,, l\ /\ 

GEORGICS, CONCLUDES WITH AN EPILOGUE IN WHICH HE SAYS: "THUS 

I SANG OF THE CARE OF FIELDS, OF CATTLE AND OF TREES, WHILE 

GREAT CAESAR THUNDERED IN WAR BY DEEP EUPHRATES, AND GA VE A 

VICTOR'S LAW UNTO WILLING NATIONS AND ESSAYED THE PATH TO 

OL~MPUS." 

VIRGIL WAS CONTENT TO SING OF CATTLE AND OF TREES, NOT SO 

~UCH BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE OF INGLORIOUS EASE, BUT BECAUSE, I 

SUSPECT, HE SAW INTUITIVELY INTO A GREAT TRUTH, THAT WHILE ALL 

THINGS CHANGE THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS WHICH NEVER CHANGE -

NATURE, THE REVOLVING SEASONS, THE ETERNAL LIFE-HUNGER OF LIVING 

t·J .. ~. 
THINGS, DEATH AND R.iMJBBFCTJQN. THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS WHICH 

4 
ENDURE THOUGH ALL ELSE CHANGE, THOUGH EMPIRES RISE AND FALL. 

V\/\~.• /\ 

THERE ARE CERTAIN mm~ ~!t!MC1FL:i;S WHICH ARE INDISPENSABLE ,, 
TO ANY AGE REGARDLESS OF ITS INTELLECTUAL, POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC 

COMPLEXION. WHETHER AN AGE IS ONE OF FAITH OR REASON, OR 

SCEPTISISM, WHETHER IN ITS ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENT IT IS CAPITALIS

TIC OR SOCIALISTIC, AND IN ITS POLITICAL ORGANIZATION DEMOCRATIC 

~o'lJ.~f:rl,w.. 
OR DICTATORIAL, THERE ARE CERTAIN BASIC lD!riA~ WHICH MUST BE 

PART OF IT. WITHOUT THEM IT CANNOT ENDURE. THEY ARE, WHAT 

MIGHT BE CALLED 6l¥ILI.ZED SOCIETY'S ETERNAL MORALITY. -iT Ii .A. 

VE~ 0'4B MORALITY. MODERNS SOMETIMES GLIBLY CALL IT OLD

FASHIONED MORALITY. THERE IS REALLY NOTHING CLEVER OR SMART 

I( , ' ::!;O..;,, ~ lh 
OR HEADY OR AVANT-GARD ABOU . , TIT IS EVERLASTING. 
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WE OUGHT TO BEAR IN MIND THAT ~:C!U:KIUGuY NEW DISCOVERIES 

IN THE REAL~OF MORALITY OR RELIGION ARE EXTREMELY RARE. ~&A. 

V\..~~....,......,.__,,..." ~ ~ ~~ ~ 

fa, ~=~'';l;X'p ;:::;-:~:;:~oF PROGRESS WERE REACHED 

LONG AGO IN THESE R ALMS, AND BEYOND THE PEAK{! ONE CAN NOT 

CLIMB. 

MAN HAS KNOWN HIS INNER LIFE FOR A LONG TIME. MAN HAS 

LIVED IN SOCIETY FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS,t BYER OiNG~ T:M:S DA.W~~ 

OF IIUtvfAN' MI~'f'Ofl7i( AMD IIAS BE~N CQNEBQNT];D WITH TH:i: l?R.OBLE~4S ._ 

~ SOCIAL OBCAWIZATION A:WD ~DJUST~4EN"f".' MAN HAS ALWAYS EX-
,Br 

PERIENCED LOVE AND HATE, FEAR AND FRUSTRATION, BEREAVEMENT 

AND DISILLUSIONMENT. ALL THE EMOTIONS WHICH THE MODERN MAN 

EXPERIENCES, MAN KNEW THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO. THE BEST 

MINDS AMONG THE ANCIENTS WRESTLED WITH THE PROBLEMS OF 

MAN'S SPIRITUAL LIFE QUITE AS COURAGEOUSLY AS THE BEST MINDS 

AMONG THE MODERNS, AND WE HA VE NOT YET IMPROVED EITHER UPON 

~il.aGl 
THE QUESTIONS WHICH THEY A0iCEB- OR ON THE ANSWERS WHICH THEY 

GAVE. 

LITTLE THAT IS REALLY NEW CAN BE ADDED TO THE SUM-TOTAL 

OF MORAL TRUTH, TO THE QUINTESSENTIAL TRUTH OF MORALITY OF 

MANKIND. WHAT CAN YOU ADD TO SUCH DOCTRINES AS "LOVE THY 

NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF" OR "JUSTICE, JUSTICE SHALT THOU PURSUE" 

OR "YE SHALL DO NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN JUDGMENT" OR "THEY SHALL 

BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES" AND "NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP 

SWORD AGAINST NATION". YOU MAY SUGGEST A BETTER TECHNIQUE 
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FOR THE REALIZATION OF THESE IDEALS, FOR IMPLEMENTING THEM, 

BUT AS FAR AS THEIR INHERENCY IS CONCERNED, VERY LITTLE CAN 

BE ADDED, -f-o ~ " 
l\a.J 

PROGRESS IN THE FIELD OF MORALITY CONSISTS NOT IN DISCOVERY, 
Cj A C F :1Ji:_, ,.. 

BUT I~ FULFILLMENT. 

,... ~-8~ t::tt:=--
FREQUENTLY I READ A BOOK THA<f CE5TS THAT THE AUTHOR 

HAS SOMETHING NEW TO SAY ON THE MORAL THEME --MORALITY IN 
j-

THE NEW AGE, A NEW SCIENTI'FIC APPROACH TO MORALS. I READ WITH 

-A. Gil.li:AT I'!!" ">L U'I'( AVIDITY TO SEE IF SOMETHING NEW HA~~~ I-

~ ~ ~ " 
DISCOVERED, BUT I FIND THAT~~i;.;: ONLY USING NEW SCIENTIFIC 

TERMINOLOGY BORROWED FROM OTHER DISCIPLINES. WHEN I ASK WHAT 

ARE '.RIMIO'lt'S- CONCLUSIONS, WHAT IS HE DRJVING AT, -WIIA'F ll>, 

·HE IS>'tYIH'-, I FIND THAT HIS CONCLUSIO S ARE THE SAME AS THOSE ~ 
FOUND IN THE PAGES OF T~, OR THE TEACHINGS OF THE RABBIS o .. ~ fi-J.~ ,..... 
OF siii>. THE NEWER DATA WHICH HE PRESENTS Ai\E ONLY .... coR-

~ 
ROBORAT~ i!IT) THE ANCIENT WISDOM. 

~~ lJ\ 
THERE IS NO NEW MORALITY r-hiPf' FRiENI:>6. Y~O NOT NEED A 

\4-'.. IS 
NEW TEN COMMANDMENTS. WHAT~ NEED/TO CARRY OUT THE OLD 

Sv ti CJ-. 
TEN COMMANDMENTS. THOSE SI ail COMMANDMENTS ~FOR ALL AGES, 

~EMAIN FOREVER THE DIGITS OF CIVILIZATION. 

ONE SHOULD NOT LOOK WITH DISFAVOR UPON A MORAL CODE 

JUST BECAUSE IT IS OLD1 till® ONE SHOULD ACCEPT IT AND LIVE BY IT 

EVEN IF ONE DOES NOT FULLY PERSONALLY APPROVE OF IT. 

SOME PEOPLE THINK THAT THEY MUST RECAPITULATE IN THEIR 

OWN LIVES ALL THE MORAL EXPERIENCES OF THE RACE, AND THAT 
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THEY NEED NOT ACCEPT AS BINDING, M ORAL PRINCIPLES WHICH THEY, 

THEMSELVES, HAVE NOT LIVED THROUGH AND EXPERIENCED AND 

FOUND TRUE. 

THAT IS~SSIBLE. NO MAN CAN REffAPITULATE IN HIS OWN 

LIFE THE LONG MOI'u L EXPERIENCE OF T~E. THE LIFE OF 

" ONE INDIVIDUAL IS TOO SHORT FOR THAT. IT TAKES MORE THAN ONE 

(1U,"
LIFE TO TEST ALL THE GREAT MORAL FINDINGS OF MANKIND. IN MORAL 

vtfl- w..L A 
LIFE ~ CANNOT BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING. '!itfiifrl HA VE TO TAKE 

W.il 
CERTAIN THINGS FOR GRANTED. YW- MUST BEGIN WHERE THE RACE 

\J~ 
LEFT OFF, NOT WHERE THE RACE BEGAN IN THE JUNGLE. ~ MUST 

f/\h 
BEGIN¥~ MORAL LIFE NOT WITH THE PRIMITIVE, BUT WITH THE 

MOST EXALTED~~ ~ ~, 

I FIND SOME YOUNG PEOPLE R EJEC TING THE MORAL~:-1THICH 

~¥ ~U~ AS CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY SOl,HJHOW FEEL THAT 
I 

THEY WERE INDOCTRINATED WITH THOSE IDEAS/AND THAT THERE~v)t 

~l'vr 
SOMETHING l-NY\D6QUATi: OR IMMATURE ABOUT THEM. 

w...e.. c.(1.,\.-'\.. 
'fH'.e7/- WERE INDOCTRINATED WITH THOSE MORAL IDEAS IN .:flIEIIi 

CHILDHOOD BECAUSE THE HUMAN RACE FOUND THOSE hlllitdtL IDEAS 

9~~ :k- ~Gf'i'fl AND C~DlJC'P SO VITAL, SO ESSENTIAL, 

THAT IT COULD NOT AFFORD TO LOSE TIME AND SO BEGAN :R!iCH'f 

v~,~ 0A -n-_~I~ 
WITH Tlle=iNFANT TO TRAIN~ INTO DEFINITE HABITS OF MORAL ~ 

I\ I W'~ 
CONDUCT. MORAL PATTERNS WHICH Y~ WERE GIVEN AS CHILDREN 

~ 
ARE NOT MORAL PREJUDICES, BUT MORAL EXPERIENCES COVEFdJllei 

I' 

THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF YEARS. MANKIND DISCOVERED !-T I _~ 
~~ ~ 

TERRIFIC COST AND SUFFERING THAT '11iB$ WAYS AND 'NliiSaiK WAYS 

~ 
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~ ~/ft,\ tl 
THESE THOUGHTS COME TO M~ND WHEN WETHE, 

PILLARS WHICH MAINTAIN A HOME AND WHEN WE DISCUSS THE SUBJECT 

ON MOTHERS' DAY. 

THE HOME IS A VERY ANCIENT INSTITUTION, AND WHILE MANY 

CHANGES HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY COME OVER IT, ~tTI:Pif!;; THE LIVES 

OF ALL OF ITS MEMBERS, AND NECESSITAT~ MANY~ENTS, 

THE MORALITY WHICH GIVES DURABILITY, EFFECTIVENESS AND HARMONEY 

TO THE HOME HAS REMAINED CONSTANT. NO NEW FUNCTION HAS BEEN 

ASSIGNED $ ~ NO NEW ROLES '1'0 'ffliJSE WMO H A.Kliii WF 'Ft[So, 

HOl',4.;, TO PARENTS AND CHILDREN. THERE IS NO NEW MORALITY AT 

HAND FOR 20th CENTURY MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE GONS'FAPi'i?LY TRYING 

TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN A HAPPY HOME, ANY MORE THAN THERE WAS 

FOR THEIR FORBEARS IN THE 12th CENTURY OR IN THE 2nd CENTURY. 

THE WORLD IN WHICH THEY LIVE IS CERTAINLY DIFFERENT. THE SOCIAL, 

ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL FACTORS WHICH THRUST AND SIRIKE AND 

~it.'4f UPON THE INTEGRITY OF THE FAMILY TODAY ARE CERTAINLY 

DIFFERENT AND ~MAKE THE TASK OF HOLDING A FAMILY TOGETHER 

n~~Az~G..uem~Pf'tfUUJbb AND ffi'fPhftziSS MORE DIFFICULT. 

BUT THAT~LY CHALLENGE TO GREATER ALERTNESS AND IN

TELLIGENCE AND FORBEARANCE ON THE PART OF ALL CONCERNED o- /_ f-
~ ~"'--- ~ ~ ~ G. ~ {t--J-
"\M,'f' A. EXCUSE FOR ABDICATION OR RESIGNATION. ?iLL LIFE TODAY 

sn&a e,1D 
IS MORE INVOLVED, MORE COMPLEX, LESS/SECURE 1'rN-il !ulORi: liUie'i'L:885. " • 
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- WHAT IS THE ANSWER? ~UN CIA TION, NOT TOTAL COLLAPSE 

" rt,_~C.~~~ 
INTO SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL CHAOS,,. /' A DETERMINED RE-

INVIGORATION OF OUR WILL AND SPIRIT TO MEET THE CHALLENGE 

OF THE NEW CIRCUMSTANCES, TO MAS1ER THEM AS MAN HAS MASTERED 

~11~~ CHALLENGES IN THE PAST. IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO 

KNOW ~HA_! WE ARE AND WHY WE ARE, AN~E~T~US~ 

FOR INACTirn~.-$R SUBMISSIQN. WE ~~L WAYS KEEP~~ WHA'f' 
~ t~ ~ c:-.. _~ f.>,e - . " 
,.:trE sHOuL BE~FOR(I;; OURSELVES TO CLIMB THE STEEP~ 

DiPl"f6Yl:fl HILLS OF OUR HIG~ESTINY AS CHILDREN OF GOD. ~ 
IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS WE READ: I 2 ;)j-? •' ~ }J?};) -z. 

"IT IS THROUGH WISDOM THAT A HOME IS BUILT". AND, INDEED, A 

~ 
HAPPY HOME IS_...., AN AUTOMATIC CREATION. THE MERE FACT THAT 

PEOPLE GET MARRIED AND HAVE CHILDREN DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY 

INSURE FOR THEM A HAPPY HOME. IT TAKES MUCH THOUGHT, AND 

EFFORT, AND SKILL, AND MUCH, MUCH ELSE BESIDES TO BUILD AN 

ENDURING HOME. 

THE MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY, THOUGH NOT THE SOLE RESPONSI-

BILITY FOR MAINTAINING A HAPPY HOME OUR SEERS AND SAGES HAVE 
I r 

ApW~S PLACED UP~ON THE VfJFE AND MOTHE:t°"T~ wAs'-'8uE."IIICJ.l' 
~~ ~ C-L\ \/ \..- ~ ~~ l ~ .. cw.a PE;. A>A•~ 

QNJ,Y TO TRE EAC AT THE ANCJENT HEBREW$ WEBE QUITE 

~~~-
CM!~J Rg.;:fS -- IN FACTl'':f'l'.rE ONLY CHIVALROUS PEOPLE TOWARDS 

WOMANKIND IN ANTIQUITY, WHERE IN ANCIENT LITERATURE DO YOU 
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FIND ANY~ lvJ;, TO WOMANHOOD, COMPAR.4.BLE TO THE ONE FOUND 

6.a,l ~~-~ \M ,v..t -
IN THE 31st CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF PROVER~Wiffl NO SIMILAR TRJ,BUT;i 

'r~· ~~~ tt,w,· 
TO MAN IS Fq1i[N i'N OUR S~C~ED LITERATUREt-s, BU~I&fa1?~$~ 

' -tfv_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ft ~ ~ I ~ r'f-A''f/J, 7 
WISDOM. THE M01HER MAKES THE HOME -o- 11 I>, ~ 

~ -- 11A MAN'S HOME, THAT IS HIS WIFEr'i:J:;&i(r;e~ 
THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT A WOMAN'S SPHERE IS EXCLUSIVELY THE 

HOME. IT NEVER WAS. WOMAN ALWAYS WORKED INSIDE THE HOME, 

OUTSIDE THE HOME, SIDE BY SIDE WITH HER MEN FOLK, IN THE FIELD AND 

ON THE FARM, IN THE SHOP AND IN THE FACTORY, IN THE OFFICE AND IN 

THE STORE, IN THE ARTS AND IN THE SCIENCES. WOMAN HAS ALWAYS 

~~ 
WORKED. THERE ARE MILLIONS OF WOMEN t[N THE UNITED STATES WHO ARE 

/4. 

ENGAGED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATIONS. WHILE WOMAN'S DOMAIN IS ANp ...i1_J 

~ ~j ,· n: ct~ ttl .... , ..-.. ~ .~ 
OUGHT TO BE AS ~IPREHEH6IVE AS MAN'S, i11E CHIEF INTEREST AND 

" DESTINY OF WOMAN IS THE HOME. 

THE WOMAN IS THE HOME BUILDER. IT IS AROUND HER THAT THE 

GIHLQ..1 lkN APH!l THE HOME REVOLVE~. WlHL~ T!!EftEH?Q~lk, THE HOME, 

MARHTA< iE, - :bdO'lll•lklilWOOD ARE :P.tOT HEB SOI ,E FUNCTIONS, THEY ABE 

NEVERTHELESS HER PRINCIPAL COl\ITBIBIJTION TO IDMAN SOCIETY 

THE REAL CRITERION FOR THE SUCCESS OF A MODERN WOMA~ IS NOT 
'/ ~ S'vc..-a«-, 

HER ABILITY TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY WITH MAN. THE REAL CRITERION IS ,, 
A HAPPY, HARMONIOUS HOME AND A SATISFYING AND ENDURING MARRIAGE 

fr> 
RELATIONSHIP. AS FAR AS ACHIEVING EQUALITY WITH MAN IS CONCERNED, 

~ ;:..,..!!!!!91~ ~ ~ 
( 
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THE MODERN WOMAN IS CERTAINLY THE EQUAL OF MAN A~F.oM ti.I 
~G IS GONCER:MEB. EVEN IN THE SPHERE OF MORALS, WOMAN 

HAS ACHIEVED THE SAME STANDARD AS MAN, HOWEVER DUBIOUS A 

VICTORY THAT MIGHT BE. 

WE DO NOT TALK ANY MORE TODAY ABOUT THE SINGLE t5TANDARD 

AS AGAINST THE DOUBLE STANDARD OF MORALITY. THAT USED TO BE 

A VERY MOOT QUESTION THIRTY OR FORTY YEARS AGO. TODAY IT IS 

NO LONGER A QUESTION; FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT THERE SEEM TO 

BE NO STANDARDS AT ALL LEFT. THE WOMAN TODAY IS AS FREE AS 

MAN IS. WHEN IT COMES TO SOWING WILD OATS WOMEN TODAY ARE 

AS GOOD FARMERS AS MEN. THEY ARE FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR MATES 

AND OTHER PEOPLE'S MATES QUITE AS MUCH AS MEN. THEY RUN TO 

THE DIVORCE COURTS AS QUICKLY AS MEN DO, AS OFTEN AS MEN DO, 

SOMETIMES OFTENER. THEY CLAMOR FOR THE RIGHT TO LIVE THEIR 

OWN LIVES, WHATEVER THAT MAY MEAN, QUITE AS THE PAGAN MALE 

DOES. 

30 'f'HAl' ON THIS SCORE AT LEAST, IF ON NO OTHER, WOMAN 

TODAY IS THE ABSOLUTE EQUAL OF MAN. WHICH IS NOT SAYING VERY 

MUCH. 

AND YET WITH ALL THIS EQUALITY, THE MODERN WOMAN DOES 

NOT APPEAR TO BE QUITE AS HAPPY AS SHE WOULD LIKE TO BE. 

EVIDENTLY FREEDOM, HOWEVER DESIRABLE, IS NOT ENOUGH. 

e·~ ss~ FREEDOM CAN BECOME AS HEAVY A BURDEN AND AS SAD 

~,~J..... 
A BURDEN TO CARRY AS ~AVERY. FOR AFTER YOU GET FREEDOM 

YOU HAVE GOT TO LEARN WHAT TO DO WITH IT. AND WOMEN HAVE 
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NOT LEARNED THAT/\ANY MORE THAN THE MEN HAVE. THE WORLD OF _TZJ;-) 

MODERN WOMAN, HAS, I AM AFRAID, MORE AND NOT LESS OF RESTLESSNESSk, ~ 

~FRUSl'RATION, OF {UNCERTAINTY, OF RIVALRY, -C,F JEALO~, OF 

~>;#f THAN THE WORLD OF ~ GENERATIONS OF WOMEN WHO 

·AJJA 
HAD NOT Jt..&:.t,1~~F.-wl""e+4"-13-D 'l'iilP5 EQUALITY WITH MEN. i f,._ . . I ~ 

THE WISE WIFE AND MOTHER IN THE HOME ~E~~~B~UCH 

ABSTRACT~RELEVANT MATTERS ~TS AND~UALITY,..l!;MGt SHE IS 
/' /' w f'M-' 

TOO BUSY TOH\ VE MUCH TIME LEFT FOR NEUROSES. '1'110.E WHO INSIST 

ON THEIR BILL OF RIGH S RE ON THE WAY TO A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT. 
Tl>- w<A ~ Vl,\o \)-1~ 
~ T HAVE MORE THAN HER RIGHTS, ANO--ftNJOY MORE THAN FORMAL 

EQUALITY. THE RABBIS SAID THAT ONLY 'ptt5 HUSBAND WHO LOVES HIS WIF 
-&~ i ~ ·A,J~,,-

AS HIMSELF, AND HONORS HER~ THAN HIMSELF WILL THAT HIS" 

TENT IS IN PEACE. ~~ ~BSERVE THE HONOR ~UE TO HIS 

WIFE, THEY DECLARED, BECAUSE BLESSINGS REST ON A MAN'S HOME ONLY 

ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WIFEt,.,,., CHILDREN WHO DO NOT HONOR THEIR MOTHER 

HAVE NO MOTHER. THEY MAY HAVE A NURSE, A SERVANT, A HOUSEKEEPER, 

BUT NOT A MOTHER , FOR UNLESS YOU ~ HONOR A PERSON, ~ ~ 
CANNOT TEACH YOU, .a.;: CANNOT GUIDE YOU,~ CANNOT SERVE YOU AS 

G...v~r\ ~ i# MODEL OR EXAMPLE- ANO-tt~ LOVE°"IS ELD CHEAP IN ¥011¥ EYES. 

A GOOD HOME IS A LITTLE COMMUNITY WHICH EXISTS FOR THE BENEFIT 

OF ALL OF ITS MEMBERS, AND FOR THE BENEFIT ALSO OF SOCIETY. THE WISE 

MOTHER MANAGES THAT LITTLE COMMUNITY, NOT OBTRUSIVELY ~E-

UAAIQTNGJ.~ OR DOMINEERINGLY, BUT LOVINGLY. -- -
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,.....__ STRENGTH AND DIGNITY ARE HER SPIRITUAL RAIMENT, "SHE OPENS 

HER MOUTH WITH WISDOM, AND THE LAW OF KINDNESS IS ON HER TONGUE!" 

AS FAR AS THE HOME IS CONCERNED, THE RABBIS DECLARED THAT 

"THE HOLY ONE ENDOWED THE WOMAN WITH MORE UNDERSTANDING THAN 

THE MAN''. 

(Mil 
BUT NO HOME CAN BE BUILT BY WOMAN ALONE OR/:ADE SECURE AND 

HAPPY BY HER EFFORTS ALONE. FATHER AND CHILDREN HA VE THEIR 

VITAL ROLES TO PLAY. A HOME IS A COOPERATIVE ACHIEVEMENT. 

UPON THE WORDS 

HUSBAND AND WIFE, 

YOD, 

GOD. 

FIRE. 

-- THE HEBREW WORDS 

IS SAID - - ONE WORD - -

R HE. IN COMBINATION T 

HICH BOTH WORDS HAV INDEPENDENTLY IS 

- GOD, ABIDES WITH T 

BOTH WORTHY, THE 

IF NOT, THE FIRE OF 

THE FATHER WHO BRINGS NOTHING TO THE HOME BUT HIS TIRED SELF 

IN THE EVENING, THE SCRAPS AND LEAVINGS OF AN EXHAUSTING BUSINESS 

ce.~~_J;..--
OR PROFESSIONAL @18~ Z7 WAY FROM HOME, IS NOT COOPERA T~ 1t Tt!-,J./J 
GLo!llpus ENTERPRISE ~F HOME-BUILDING~H HAS,_BUIL~IMSELF A MOTEL . 
.-.. ~ ~ ~ WN--> ~ i~c's.Aknt~ - w~ ~ ~ R'~. 
HE IS THE ABSENTEE PARENT WHO ASSERf HIMSELF ONLY WHEN HIS WIFE 

OR CHILDREN CROSS HIM. AT THE CRUCIAL MOMENTS IN HIS CHILDREN'S 

LIVES -- WHEN THEY NEED HIM -- HE IS NOT THERE. HE IS THE MAN WHO 

ALWAYS COMPLAINS: "I CAN'T UNDERSTAND MY CHILDREN! GAVE THEM 

EVERYTIDNG, AND LOOK HOW THEY TREAT ME! PJia 
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THEM NOTHING THAT CHILDREN REALLY WANT TO GET FROM THEIR PARENTS --

LOVE, INTEREST EVEN IN THEIR TRIVIAL CONCERNS AND PROBLEMS, GUIDANCE, 

DIRECTION, YES, EVEN DISCIPLINE WHEN THEY NEEDED IT. ABOVE ALL, ~ 
'11HQ FAILED TO GIVE THEM A PARENTAL IMAGE WHICH THEY COULD HONOR, 

..:D c)J\ ,·""' tl 
Bffi¥:Sftr.i> AND TAKE PRIDE IN, ~DIFFICULT YEARS OF THEIR GROWTH ~ 

" ~- : ,I(~~,~ 
AND DEvI!'!LOP~,UiH~i'f', IN THEIR TROUBLED .fu&oJ7k!1 CAL AND SOCIAL 

ADJUSTMENTS THEY HAD NO ONE TO TURN TO, NO FRIENDLY HAND' TO GUIDE 

THEM. THE BIBLE ADMONISHES CHILDREN TO LISTEN TO THE INSTRUCTION 

~ 
OF THEIR FATHERS, BUTATHERE MUST BE FATHERS AT HAND, READY AND 

~ 
QUALIFIED TO GIVE/' THIS INSTRUCTION. 

NOR CAN MOTHER AND FATHER ALONE BUILD - GOOD HOME. 

CHILDREN, TOO,~ST COOPERATE -- NOT AS A MATTER OF DUTY BUT AS A 

" ~-rt~ 
MATTER OF LOVE --OF EAGER SHARING IN A COMMON ENTERPRISE FOR THE ,. 
GOOD OF ALL. CHILDREN WHO MERELY EXPLOIT THEIR PARENTS AND 

USE THE HOME SOLELY AS A STEPPING - STONE TO THEIR OWN SELFISH CAREERS 
/ 

EMBITTER THE LIVES OF FATHER AND MOTHER AND FILL THE~ HOME WITH 

BITTERNESS AND RECRIMINATION. 

( )I~[¥!/ l,?11~ ,ef ~ '?"l..! i{ 3{ ~1) 
\I 

A CHILD THAT DEALS SHAMEFULLY AND REPROACHFULLY WILL 

DESPOIL HIS FATHER OF THE PEACE OF HIS LIFE AND DRIVE HIS MOTHER 

(JMTO DESPAIR). ~HAT~ THE SEVEN PILLARS OF AN ENDURING HOME? 
~ 

THE NUMBER IS NOT IMPORTANT. IN THEIR OLD-FASHIONED MORALITY, 

OUR FOREFATHERS NAMED THE FOLLOWING: 



- 12 -

1) A GOOD BEGINN·ING -- MARRY FOR LOVE, NOT FOR MONEY OR POSITION. 

,-L_~ 
"HE WHO MARRIES FOR MONEY", ~I~ SAID, "WILL HAVE UNWORTHY 

CHI~r~ ~1t; FOR THEV{. CHILDREN, FOLLOWING 

THE~ EfAMPLY".w;.u,.t..~o BE ONEY GR'jBBERs. 

2) FORBEARANCE -- NO MAN OR WOMAN IS PERFECT. PEOPLE MAKE 

,;.,/~~ ~o~ ·"1 ~ r MISTAKES. IN THE FIRST ~~~.,,....foll, OF ROMANTIC LOVE, OtfL{t O 
f' .. , ( nh 

~~,~ 
PERFECTION IS ASSUMED, BUT THE MO Jliff:ltL FLAWS INHERENT IN ALL 

~~~---HUMAN BEINGS SOON APPE.~NLESS THERE IS TOLERANCE 0~ BOTH, 

u~~ 
SinEs FO§- TiE~l".PINEVITABLE HUMAN SHORTCOMINGS, ltHD rn Gicl:O¥;Illf5' 
~w,,'~ 

0 OVERLOOK THEM, UNLESS THEY ls.ii:Ailli 'fO APPLY THE 

HEALING BALM OF FORGIVENESS~ THE HURTS WHICH ARE THOUGHT-
~ .. ► 

LESSLY, OR EVEN/\DELIBERA TEL Y
1INFLICTED - - UNLESS THEY COME 

TO REGARD ~ OCCASIONAL INCIDE Ti OF FRICTION AND MISUNDER

STANDING AND QUARRELING AS AN EMOTIONAL CATHARSIS, WHICH CAN 

REALLY SERVE TO CEMENT ~l:IL HOUSEHOLD
1

.ilHDti l'l1@7i' 

VfltL NEVER flf:1l~N ENDURING HOME.....W 1' RL_ Wl ~ ~ ~ ~ ' 
0-

3) FIDELITY -- WHERE THERE IS FIDELITY IN ~ HOME, THERE IS 

DIGNITY. WHERE THERE IS INFIDELITY, THERE IS FURTIVENESS AND 

INDIGNITY, AND A PERVADING AND CORRODING MISERY WlilCH NOTHING, 

NEITHER WEALTH NOR COMFORT NOR POSITION/CAN ATONF- ;SaP ~ O'"'I. 

COMPENSATE FOR. 

4) SHARING -- NOT ON THE BASIS OF MINE AND THINE, BUT ON THE 

BASIS OF OURS. "THEREFORE SHOULD A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 

HIS MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE UNTO HIS WIFE, AND THEY SHALL 

BE ONE FLESH". SHARING1EA~R'S LIFE, EACH OTHER'S 
I 
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FORTUNE,, EACH OTHER'S JOYS AND SORROWS. NOT ALR._ MEN SUCCEED 

IN THEIR CHOSEN CALLINGS. NOT ALL ~N SUCCEED ALL THE TIME., 

SOME SUCCEED MORE THAN OTHERS. THE HAPPY HOME CANNOT DEPEND 

Sv~ 
UPON~ CONTINGENCIES. WHATEVER A MAN'S LOT IS, OR A WOMAN'S --

THAT MUST BE VALIANTLY SHARED, FOR DEVOTION MUST OVER-ARCH 

?if
OF LIFE'S CIRCUMSTANCES. F4M,-\JAa~ f>~ 1M IJt~ 
~ \I\::) rd--c,lul~ 

5) REVEREt~EVERY ONE IN THE HOME -kTHER, MOTHER, 
ttu.. J\ ~ 

CHILD! HOWEVER HUMBLE THE HOME, IT ISSF ATHER'S✓.IJC5MAIN OF 
~ , .... 

SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPORTANCErIT IS MOTHER'S SANCTUA OF LOVE~ 
t,J1t1~-~~a..c::::;;;;;..,,-'" 

IT IS THE CHILD'S UNFOLDING WORLD. EVERY ONE UST BE SHIELDED 
j) •< ,... 

IN~ PREROGATIVES. LET EACH LIVE UP TO HIS FULL IMPORTANCE, 

A.Ni) LET CHILDREN DEVELOP INTO THEIR GRADUAL INDEPENDENCE. 

NO ONE'S PERSONALITY MUST BE CRUSHED OR ,suBMERGED. AS IN ALL 

REVERENT RELATIONSHIPS, THERE ARE TI-IlNGS WHICH CAN AND CAN NOT 

BE DONE. THERE MUST BE I VOLUNTARY DISCIPLINE. THERE ARE 

TIMES FOR SAYING "YES", AND A TIME FOR SAYING "NO". BOUNDLESS 

~Wli~S~--
Mf8Si 0s EVEN MORE HARMFUL THAN SENSELESS PROHIBITION .. 

6) SOCIAL-MINDEDNESS -- A FAMILY IS PART OF THE LARGER FAMILY 

WHICH IS SOCIETY. IT EXISTS NOT FOR ITSELF ALONE BUT FOR SOCIETY. 

IT IS A PRIVATE WORLD WITHIN A PUBLIC SETTING. WHAT HAPPENS 

WITHIN IT rs ULTIMATELY REFLECTED)~.=~MUNITY, JUST AS 

COMMUNAL STANDARDS AND CURRENT~T\T. HENCE, A HOME 

" SHOULD BE THE TRAINING-GROUND FOR SOCIALIZED ~"Q_; f;J; . . 
~ xfi 'Jll(A~-wa,~~~ 

PARENTS SHOULD SET ~ GOD EXAMPL~MPHASIS ON THE WRONG 

" 
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~~ 
THINGS., ON DISPLAY, ON1:~t •u;,i INDULGENCE, ON SOCIAL CLIMBING, , ... 
ON SNOBBERY, IS :e,~OB-EXAMPLE. CHILDREN SHOULD BE 

~ i.,,· ~ ~ ' k ~ ... I\ ;;., 
RAISED IN SUCH A WAY.~~ NO'I' ONLY OF THEMSELVES~ /J 
BUT OF THEMSELVES IN RELATION TO THEIR COMMUNITY.~THE 

~¥J\~ ~ f~ ~~ 
RE0PO~SIBILi".ftES Or- NEIGHBORLINESS,~ITIZENSHIP~A~ PARENTS, 

BY THEIR EXAMPLE, ~K®NKN26EIDC BY THEIR PARTICIPATION IN CIVIC 

,'\C'.ff~IT~ PHILANTHROPil"~&f, :;OULD SET THE EXAMPLE. 

"LET YOUR HOME BE WIDE OPEN, AND LET THE POOR BE WELCOME 

TO YOUR HOME. II 

7) - -- FINALLY, PIETY -- IS A STRONG CEMENT FOR AN ENDURING 

HOME. IT BRINGS A GRACE AND A SPIRITUAL BEAUTY INTO THE LIFE 

a_ ~ 
OF '§,Hj FAMILY AND A HOLY BOND OF UNION AMONG ITS MEMBERS. ,... 

FAMILY RITUAL AND PRAYER LEND ..-llil!I, ELEMENT OF NOBILITY TO 

THE HOME. CHILDREN, WHEN THEY GROW UP, NEVER FORGET THE 

PICTURE OF THEIR MOTHER BLESSING HER SABBATH LIGHTS, OR OF 

THEIR FATHER LEADING THEM;-NOT SENDING~~D Y(tIJ, BUT LEADING 

THEM TO TEMPLE OR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL. ~U ~P,i~'l! TEACH A CHILD 

~ ~ fv' 
THE WAY HE SHOULD GOW YOO=D6P.i94' GO THAT WAY YOURSELF. 

I' f.-~~, lM ~ 
THESE ARE THE SEVEN PILLARS WHICH oukoLn-F-ASHIONED 

" MORALITY RECOMMENDED FOR A GOOD AND HAPPY HOME. 

CAN YOU THINK OF ANY NEWER ~al Aft~~ 0--1...~ ~-~ 
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l\ilay 12, 1 ';·63 
Di:~ il..bb-.. C!illc. S~~l,te:!.,. 

sing of fi~lds a'!1.d not be C3.D.S-=! of 

. ~ . 
1:r:. t1, .-.o::::.cl1:=; but b~ca.use 

there a:te c01:tai:1 

in tc He chiz.l;, o:.t e co~o.i.nic cor.nplexic-:n. 

..)i:i..::i .!.C be - ..... - ,..,,...t,. 
t..-...: .. .... !- Yfith.ou: 

It of r.t'lOl'~,lHy 
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