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WHAT IS JUSTICE? WHAT IS LOVE? 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Sunday Morning - October 20, 1963 

IN DISCUSSING WHAT IS JUSTICE, IT IS WELL TO DISTINGUISH AT 

THE OUTSET BETWEEN LEGAL JUSTICE AND IDEAL JUSTICE. THE TWO 

ARE, OF COURSE, NOT SYNONYMOUS, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE WHICH WE 

CAN OBSERVE ALMOST DAILY BETWEEN LAW AND IDEAL MORALITY. 

LAW REPRESENTS THE MINIMUM OF MORAL REQUIREMENTS WHICH A 

COMMUNITY AT ANY GIVEN STAGE IN ITS DEVELOPMENT REGARDS AS 

ABSOLUTELY INDISPENSABLE. LAW REFLECTS THE AVERAGE MORALITY 

OF A SOCIETY. THERE ARE LAWS ON THE STATUTE BOOKS OF OUR FEDERAL, 

STATE AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS WHICH ARE CLEARLY INFERIOR 

TO THE MORAL SENTIMENT OF THE BEST ELEMENTS AMONG OUR PEOPLE. 

LAW LAGS BEHIND IDEAL JUSTICE, THOUGH IT OFTEN TRIES TO 

CATCH UP WITH IT. THE MORAL IDEALISM OF A PEOPLE TRIES TO BRING 

ITS LAWS INTO CONFORMITY WITH THE IDEAL MORAL STANDARD. IT IS 

QUITE DIFFICULT, THEREFORE, AND UNPROFITABLE TO SEEK TO 

DETERMINE WHAT IS JUSTICE BY REFERENCE TO A PEOPLE'S LEGAL CODE. 

A CODE OF LAWS MAY BE SAID TO REPRESENT WHAT HAS ALREADY 

BEEN ACHIEVED, BUT IDEAL JUSTICE REPRESENTS SOCIETY'S OUT-

REACHING FOR PERFECTION. Jt ~ ¼ 0-U. ~ ~ 

v "'t&- tisi. ~, . ,J,~ p3~ 9" )fhi fr, 
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EVEN IN LEGAL JUSTICE THERE HAS BEEN MARKED PROGRESS 

IN RECENT TIMES. IN THE PAST, SOCIETY ASSUMED THAT A MAN'S 

WRONG-DOING WAS EXCLUSIVELY THE RESULT OF HIS DELIBERATE 

EVIL INTENTION. THE WRONG-DOER WAS ENTIRELY TO BLAME FOR 

HIS WRONG-DOING, AND SOCIETY WAS, THEREFORE, JUSTIFIED IN IN­

FLICTING MAXIMUM PUNISHMENT UPON HIM AS A WILFUL VIOLA TOR OF 

ITS LAWS. BUT OUR MORE RECENT STUDIES IN SOCIOLOGY, AND MORE 

PARTICULARLY OUR STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY, HAVE 

CONVINCED MEN THAT THERE IS SUCH A THING AS A SOCIAL PARTNER­

SHIP IN CRIME -- THAT THE COMMUNITY IS, IN A SENSE, PARTLY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTION OF THE INDIVIDUAL. OFTEN A MAN'S 

WRONG-DOING IS THE RESULT NOT OF HIS EVIL INTENTION, BUT OF AN 

EVIL ENVIRONMENT, AN EVIL PRE-CONDITIONING, AN EVIL UP-BRINGING. 

A MAN IS FREQUENTLY DRIVEN TO DO WRONG BY FORCES OVER WHICH 

HE HAD NO CONTROL. AS A RESULT, OUR ENTIRE PHILOSOPHY OF CRIME 

AND PUNISHMENT HAS UNDERGONE A RADICAL CHANGE IN THE LAST 

FEW DECADES. 

WE CONCEIVE OF JUSTICE TODAY LESS IN TERMS OF THE PUNITIVE, 

AND MORE IN TERMS OF THE CORRECTIVE, AND NOT SO MUCH CORRECTIVE 

AS PREVENTIVE. TODAY JUSTICE SEEKS A CHANGE IN SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

TO A POINT WHERE THEY WILL HELP THE INDIVIDUAL TO OBSERVE THE 

LAWS AND KEEP HIM FROM PERPETRATING ANTI-SOCIAL ACTS. 
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DANGERS. 

INDIVIDUAL IS WITHOUT BLAME OR RESPONSIBILITY ALTOGETHER; THAT 

WHEN HE COMMITS A CRIME, THE BLAME IS ENTIRELY SOCIETY'S AND 

NOT THE INDIVIDUAL'S. 

PROPER MEAN IS FOR JUSTICE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ALL EXTENUATING 

~tt~~+i t; 
CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT !U~-M~R1!~ltlillitfTHE BASIC DOGMA UPON WHICH 

ALL MORALITY IS ULTIMATELY BASED, NAMELY, THAT A NORMAL IN-

• 

NOW, WE CAN GO TO OUR LAW BOOKS AND FIND OUT WHAT LEGAL 

JUSTICE IS, IN ANY GIVEN SITUATION, BUT WHERE SHALL WE FIND A 

DEFINITION OF IDEAL JUSTICE? FRANKLY, IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO FIND 

SUCH A DEFINITION. FROM THE DAYS OF PLATO TO OUR OWN DAY, 

PHILOSOPHERS AND STUDENTS OF ETHICS HAVE SOUGHT TO EVOLVE A 

FORMULA WHICH WOULD ADEQUATELY DEFINE IDEAL JUSTICE, BUT NO 

CONCENSUS HAS AS YET BEEN REACHED ON SUCH A FORMULA. 

TAKE OUR BIBLE, FOR EXAMPLE. THERE ARE NO WRITINGS ANY­

WHERE IN THE WORLD WHICH ARE SO COMPLETELY DEVOTED TO THE 

CONCEPT OF IDEAL JUSTICE AS OUR BIBLICAL LITERATURE. ALMOST 

EVERY PAGE RINGS WITH IT, AND 1E T, NOWHERE IN THE BIBLE WILL 

YOU FIND A CONCISE DEFINITION OF WHAT REALLY CONSTITUTES JUSTICE. 
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THROUGHOUT THE IMMORTAL PREACHMENTS OF THE PROPHETS, 

THE CRY FOR JUSTICE REVERBERATES. AND A VERY EXALTED CONCEPTION 

AND RULER, FOR NATIVE BORN AND STRANGER. WHEN THE GREAT KING 

DAVID SINNED., THE PROPHET NATHAN DID NOT HESITATE TO GO TO HIM, 

AND, POINTING AN ACCUSING FINGER AT HIM, CRY OUT, "THOU ART 

THE MAN!" WHEN KING AHAB ROBBED NABOTH OF HIS VINEYARD AND HAD 

HIM PUT TO DEATH, THE PROPHET ELIJAH DID NOT HESITATE TO GO TO 

AHAB, AND DENOUNCE HIM TO HIS FACE AND PROCLAIM DOO UPON HIM . 

.. 
IT~ TOLD OF THE HEAD OF THE SANHEDRIN, SIMEON BEN SHETAH , 

A FAMOUS PHARISAIC TEACHER, WHO LIVED IN THE FIRST CENTURY BEFORE 

THE COMMON E , THAT HE WAS SUCH A STERN
1
At~LACABLE DE-

FENDER OF THE LAW ~\JS 'i'ICB THAT HE MADE MANY ENEMIES. ONE 

DAY TWO OF HIS ENEMIES CONSPIRED TO BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAI ST 

HIS~ FOR A C:RIME PUNIS?~BLE BY DEATH, AND ON THE BASIS O ,..!HEI 

TESTIMONY, THE SON OF sIMfN BEN SHETA:f! WAS CONDEMNED TO DEATH. 

AS HE WAS BEING LED TO THE PLACE OF EXECUTION, HE PROTESTED 

HIS INNOCENCE SO LOUDLY THAT THE WITNESSES WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM 

REPENTED AND CONFESSED THAT THEY HAD BORNE FALSE TESTIMONY 

AGAINST HIM. THE JUDGES WHO HAD SENTENCED HIM WERE READY TO 
, I, 
lJ'.. 

REVERSE THE,._SENTENCE, AND EVEN SI~N BEN SHETA1! , THE FATHER, 

NOW CONVINCED OF HIS SON'S INNOCENCE, WAS READY TO REVERSE THE 

6.N,. ~~a,p-

SENTENCE. BUT THERE WAS AW IN :ztQa.;~~ ISRAEL WHICH REFUSED 
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+~ ~ 
TO ACCEPT THE RECANTATION OF WITNESSE /\ WITNESSES WHO HAD 

itoJ:. 
ONCE GIVEN THEIR TESTIMONY sJ;;-m~'i' BE TRUSTED WHEN LATER ON 

THEY REVERS~J_THEIR OWN TESTIMONY. THE SON WHO WAS BEING LED 
.__, 

TO EXECUTION TURNED TO HIS FATHER AND SAID, "FATHER, IF 'I'HwM!J 

B()jpT WISH TO BECOME THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL, SEE TO IT THAT MY 

SENTENCE IS CARRIED OUT. LOOK UPON ME AS A DOOR-STEP OVER 

WHICH YOU MUST PASS WITHOUT COMPUNCTION." 

"LET THE LAW PIERCE THROUGH THE MOUNTAIN; -- / •3~ 1 l i'I 

,~;\ _> )t -- THE LAW OF JUSTICE MlE T ENDURE.,.,.. SO GREAT ..._ 

WAS THE PASSION FOR JUSTICE IN ANCIENT ISRAEL THAT IN ITS NAME 
) LJ\A~) 

THEY DAREDJ'TO CHALLENGE PiJ~ GOD HIMSELF. GOD HIMSEL 7/\.WAS 

BOUND BY HIS OWN LAWS OF JUSTICE. YOU WILL RECALL HOW ABRAHAM 

PLEADED FOR THE CITY OF SODOM AND G OM ORRAH, HOPING TO SAVE IT 

FROM DESTRUCTION. HE ARGUED WITH THE LORD. 

OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE NOT DO JUSTICE? ' ' --

d t, ,, ~ 11)\ Jr I -- II 

''SHALL THE RULER 

f -,1r-, ro c~-e.., 

YET, IN SPITE OF THE TRULY EXALTED CONCEPTION' OF JUSTICE 

WHICH WE FIND IN THE BIBLE AND AMONG .:.....~ RABBIS, NOWHERE DO WE 

FIND A DEFINITION WHICH COULD HE L P US IN DETERMINING JUST EXACTLY 

WHAT JUSTICE IS, WHAT IS THE ESSENCE OF JUSTICE. PERHAPS SUCH A 

DEFINITION IS NOT TO BE HAD. BUT WE MAY APPROXIMATE AN UNDER­

STANDING OF IT IF WE ASK OURSELVES, "WHAT IS THE GOAL OF JUSTICE? 

WHAT DOES JUSTICE AIM TO ACCOMPLISH FOR SOCIETY?" I SUPPOSE 
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THATt CA~E~FELY~HAT THE AIM OF JUSTICE IS TO MAKE 

tJJ,, 
POSSIBLE A GOOD SOCIETY IN WHICH MEN MAY DEVELOP THEIR TALENTS 

" 
AND CAPACITIES FREELY AND FULLY. 

A GOOD SOCIETY IS ONE IN WHICH EVERY MAN DOES WHAT HE 

WISHES TO DO, BUT WISHES TO DO ONLY THAT WHICH WILL CONTRIBUTE 

TO THE HAPPINESS OF OTHERS AS WELL AS $ HIS OWN. IDEAL JUSTICE 

AIMS TO INSURE RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM FOR ALL MEN WffiCH WILL HELP 

THEM BUILD THE GOOD SOCIETY. 

IDEAL JUSTICE IS THAT WHICH GRANTS A MAN FREEDOM TO DEVELOP 

HIS CAPACITIES TO THE UTMOST. A . MAN WHO IS EQUIPPED TO BECOME 

A FIRST-RATE MECHANIC -- AND IN THE ECONOMY OF GOD'S WORLD, A 

FIRST-RATE MECHANIC IS AS IMPORTANT AS A FIRST-RATE MUSICIAN -­

SOCIETY OUGHT TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DEVELOP HIMSELF IN 

THAT CAPACITY TO THE UTMOST. THE WAY TO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE IS 

TO AFFORD HIM THE OPPORTUNITIES OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING. 

IF A MAN IS ENDOWED TO BECOME A GREAT MUSICIAN, SOCIETY 

-1? 
OUGHT TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DEVELOP HIS GIFTsi_ WHETHER - -~Ulio""' • 

HE BELONGS TO THIS OR THAT CLASS, TO THIS OR THAT RACE OR RELIGION) 
~ 7, 

SOCIETY MUST SEE TO IT THAT 1?Ulcii.: CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD IN NO 

WAY INTERFERE WITH THE UNFOLDMENT OF THAT MAN'S TALENT OR 
/ \ 

CAREER. 

, _ IN OTHER WORDS, IDEAL JUSTI<isE ~DEMANDS THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD 

~,-~ ~1 ~ ~ ~ ,t,.,.:lt ~ e.-9~ ~, 
urAA CHANCE TO REALIZE ALL THE POTENT~LITIES OF HIS BEING, 
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REGARDLESS OF COLOR, CREED OR ANCESTRY. EVERY MAN SHOULD 

BE FREE TO DEVELOP HIMSELF TO THE UTMOST LIMITS OF HIS ABILITY. 

MANY REVOLUTIONARY IMPLICATIONS FLOW FROM THIS DEFINITION. 

IF JUSTICE MEANS FREEDOM TO DEVELOP, THEN EVERYTHING WHICH KEEPS 

A MAN FROM ENJOYING THAT FREEDOM IS INJUSTICE. NOW, WHAT ARE 

SOME OF THE THINGS WHICH KEEP A MAN FROM ENJOYING THAT FREEDOM? 

IN THE FIRST PLACE, POVERTY! YOU HAVE OFTEN HEARD IT SAID THAT 
f ~ ~ 

POVERTY IS A SPUR TO AMBITION, THAT WANJ' INCITES TO GREATER 

EFFORT. WELL, THAT IS TRUE UP TO A CERTAIN POINT 

" 
JS~.H'i'B9 8U@!\!!E. A SJclA]Jib PINCH OF POVERTY MAY PROVE A STIMULUS, 

BUT CONTINUOUS CRUSHING WANT WILL STARVE AND STULTIFY A HUMAN 

PERSONALITY AND ULTIMATELY DESTROY IT. THERE IS VERY LITTLE 

TO BE SAID FOR POVERTY. POVERTY IS A FORM OF SLAVERY; POVERTY 

IS A PRISON HOUSE; WANT IS SO MANY SHACKLES PLACED UPON THE 
..... ,-,,--

HUMAN SPIRIT. 

THEREFORE, A SOCIETY WHICH IS PURSUING THE IDEAL QF JUSTICE 

WILL SET ABOUT TO DESTROY POVERTY/BY INCREASING THE SOCIAL GOODS 

AND BY DISTRIBUTING THESE SOCIAL GOODS EQUITABLY. THE TASK OF A 

SOCIETY WHICH AIMS TO ESTABLISH IDEAL JUSTICE IS TO ERADICATE 

POVERTY -- NOT BY CHARITY, NOT BY PHILANTHROPY, NOT BY DOLING ...., 

OUT GIFTS TO THE POOR, BUT BY ESTABLISHING AN ECONOMIC ORDER 

WHERE EVERY MAN WHO LABORS WILL RECEIVE A FAIR RECOMPENSE 

FOR HIS LABOR .. AND WILL HAVE ENOUGH SCt le'" TO PROTECT HIMSELF 
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AND HIS FAMILY AGAINST WANT, AGAINST SICKNESS, AGAINST THE 

MA TE RIAL DISABILITIES OF OLD AGE. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF POVERTY IS THE FIRST REQUISITE FOR 
pa ..... 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF IDEAL JUSTICE AMONG MEN. THE OTHER 

FACTOR WHICH MAKES FOR INJUSTICE IS UNEARNED WEALTH. THE 

ONLY JUSTIFICATION FOR OUR PRESENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM IS THE MERIT 

SYSTE~ UNEARNED WEALTH DESTROYS THE MERIT SYSTEM, AND BY 

SO DOING DESTROYS JUSTICE IN SOCIETY. NO MAN WHO DOES NOT CON­

TRIBUTE TO THE ASSETS OF SOCIETY SHOULD BE PRIVILEGED TO DRAW 

UPON THE TREASURES OF SOCIETY. THERE OUGHT TO BE, IF NOT A 

RIGID eOflRELAYION-, AT LEAST S:ehlii: FAIR CORRELATION BETWEEN SERVICE 

AND REWARD, OR THE WHOLE SYSTEM BECOMES INFAMOUSLY UNJUST. 

hftrl AB6UT ':1:10 ENC:A:OE IS IDEALLY JUST? HOW CAN YOU TELL,~icf" 

~i;.i"IN!TIQN w+M-+iiiH-1t-1"t""¥E JUS'r ATTiiMP-'f~~:.t.eeii~~WHETHER A OlYBM 

ACT WHICH YOU HAVE PERFORMED, OR ARE ABOUT TO PERFORM, IS JUST? 

,;. )Mil 
JUST ASK YOURSELF: DOES THIS ACT REPRESENT RESPONSIBLE FREEDOii? 

" DOES IT REPRESENT ME IN MY CAPACITY AS A FREE AGENT, WORKING 

FOR THE COMMON GOOD, OR DOES IT NOT? IF IT DOES, THEN IT IS A 

JUST ACT. IF IT DOES NOT/ IF IT REPRESENTS M~-t THE LOWER 

LEVELS OF MY ENSLAVEMENT TO PASSIONS, TO iJS~,I TO DESIRES, TO 

CUPIDITIES, TO ENVIES, 

SUPPOSE EVERY OTIE R LIVING HUMAN BEING WOULD DO THE SAME TIBNG, 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN? 
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THAT IS THE TEST WHICH 'MANUEL KANT, YOU MAY RECALL, SET. 

I 
UNIVERSALIZE YOUR ACT!. SAY TO YOURSELF: "SUPPOSE EVERY LIVING 
~ 

HUMAN BEING WOULD DO THE SAME THII'G, WOULD IT CONTRIBUTE TO 

SOCIAL WELL-BEING, OR WOULD IT NOT?" LONG BEFORE KANT, THE 

GREAT HILLEL SET THE SAME TEST. "THAT WHICH IS HATEFUL TO YOUR-----. 

SELF DQ NOT DO TO YOUR NEIGHBOR." ASK YOURSELF WHETHER THE ACT 

WHICH YOU ARE ABOUT TO DO WOULD BE CONGENIAL TO YOU IF SOMEONE 

ELSE DID IT TO YOU. WOULD IT CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR WELL-BEING? 

BOTH OF THESE TESTS ARE VALID TESTS. PERHAPS HILLEL'S IS 

THE MORE PRACTICAL ONE. YOU MAY NOT KNOW HOW A GIVEN ACT WILL 

AFFECT HUMANITY, BUT YOU PRETTY WELL KNOW HOW A GIVEN ACT -
WILL AFFECT YOU. IF YOU ARE ABOUT TO ROB A WORKINGMAN OF HIS 

JUST HIRE, PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE AND ASK YOURSELF: "IF I WERE 

THE WORKINGMAN AND THIS ACT WERE PERPETRATED UPON ME, WOULD 

I LIKE IT?'' -
IF THIS IS IDEAL JUSTICE, WHAT IS IDEAL LOVE? 

i~ 
LOVE IS THE SUPREME MOTIVE OF HUMAN LIFE, AND JUSTICE IS ,. 

ITS SUPREME INSTRUMENT. 

IT IS/\QUITE DIFFICULT TO DEFINE OR ANALYZE A SENTIMENT AS 

COMPLEX AS LOVE. IT BAFFLES ALL DESCRIPTION AND ALL ANALYSIS/ 

AND YET THERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT ITS REALITY OR ITS POTENCY 

WHEN ONE EXPERIENCES IT. OF ALL MOTIVES IN HUMAN LIFE LOVE 

IS THE MOST POWERFUL. ""' THE AUTHO OF THAT MARVELOUS LOV~ LYRIC 
~ 
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\ \ ~ ( 

THE SONG OF SONGS, SAYS: " LOVE IS AS STRONG AS DEA TH. ITS 

FLASHES ARE FLASHES OF FIRE. IT IS THE VERY FLAME OF GOD. '' 

THERE ARE MANY OTHER MOTIVES IN HUMAN LIFE BESIDES LOVE. 

' THERE IS AMBITION; THERE IS HATE; THERE IS FEAR; THERE IS -- , (),) -
,t-4A~fY OTHER },40TIVE3 WHlC11 l.(O'l'I\FATis ld:EN; BUT THE MOTIVE WHICH 

PRODUCES THE NOBLEST RESULTS, WHETHER IN ART OR IN LITERATURE 

~ IN RELIGI01i ~ IN CHARACTE1Jf1R IN FAMILIES OR IN SOCIETY, IS 

lllE UNSELFISH LOVE, WHICH IS THE SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 

HUMAN RACE. 

NOW, WHETHER OR NOT UNSELFISH LOVE IS AN ORIGINAL ENDOWMENT 

OF THE HUMAN RACE IS REALLY OF LITTLE MOMENT. WE MIGHT BE ABLE 

TO TRACE BACK THIS LOVE OF WHICH I SPEAK TO ITS VERY HUMBLE BE­

GINNINGS IN PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS. THAT WOULD MAKE 

NO DIFFERENCE AT ALL, FOR THE BEGINNING OF A THING IS NOT THE 

THING ITSELF. THE OAK BEGINS IN THE ACORN, BUT THE OAK IS IN-..... 
FINITELY MORE THAN THE ACORN. CYNICS ARE FREQUENTLY TEMPTED 

TO DEPRECIATE THE VALUE OF A HUMAN INSTITUTION BY POINTING 

TO ITS HUMBLE ORIGIN., BUT THAT IS FALACIOUS REASONING. AN 

INSTITUTION SHOULD BE JUDGED ON THE BASIS OF ITS VALUE AT THE 

TIME IT IS BEING JUDGED., AND NOT ON WHAT ITS BEGINNINGS WERE. 
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J\A.AltA 
IT IS FOLLY, FOR EXAMPLE, TO B0;£~A GREAT MAN, OR TO 

DEPRECIATE HIS IMPORTANCE, BY POINTING OUT THAT ONCE UPON 

A TIME THAT GREAT MAN WAS A HELPLESS, DROOLING INFANT. WE 

LOVE IN THE WORLDtAND WHEN WE SEE IT IN ACTION WE STAND BEFORE 

IT AS BEFORE A HOLY TIDNG, WRAPPED IN ADORATION. 

THERE IS THIS TO BE SAID ABOUT TRUE LOVE; THAT IT IS NEVER 

(A.. 
WITHOUT ITS COMPENSATIONS, BUT COMPENSATIONf ..AvPi' NEVER THE 

MOTIVEf OF REAL LOVE. NO ONE LOVES IN THE EC~ OF RECEIVING 

A REWARD. THE MOTHER WHO LOVES HER CHILD, THE MAN WHO LOVES 

HIS FRJEND, THE IDEALIST WHO LIVES FOR HIS :IDEAL, IS NOT THINKING 

IN TERMS OF POSSIBLE REWARDS. IN FACT, THEY WOULD NOT KNOW 

WHAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT IF YOU SPEAK TO THEM ABOUT A REWARD 

FOR THEIR LOVE. THEY LOVE BECAUSE IT IS THE MOST NECESSARY/ 

~ Tl-lE MOST DESIRABLE AND ALTOGETHER THE MOST SPONTANEOUS 

THING IN THE WORLD FOR THEM. 

BUT WHILE COMPENSATION IS NOT THE MOTIVE OF REAL LOVE, 

IT FOLLOWS REAL LOVE., ~ THE COMPENSATION OF REAL LOVE IS 

INNER JOY\ HE WHO LOVES FINDS JOY IN THE OBJECT WHICH HE LOVES. 

REAL LOVE IS ENCOMPASSING JOYOUSNESS. THE LOVE OF HER CHILD, 

THE I OVIia V:EIIl@U SHE FlNDS IN H"Il entisB, MAKES THE HEART OF A 

MOTHER SING FOR JOY. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE ARE NO 
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GREAT SORROWS AND ANGUISH IN THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO LOVE• 

THERE ARE. THERE ARE THE INESCAPABLE SORROWS WHICH ARE PART 

OF OUR COMMON HUMAN DESTINY. 

TRUE LOVE REJOICES IN THE OBJECT WHICH IT LOVES. THE LOVE 

OF KNOWLEDGE, THE LOVE OF BEAUTY, THE LOVE OF GOD, IS AN IN­

EXHAUSTIBLE SOURCE OF JOY. 11 I REJOICED WHEN THEY SAID UNTO 

ME,. COME, LET US GO INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. 11 THE GREATER 

THE LOVE, THE HIGHER THE EC STACY OF JOY. AND HERE, PERHAPS, 

MY FRIENDS, IS THE FIRST REAL TEST OF LOVE. DO YOU FIND JOY IN 

THE OBJECT WHICH YOU LOVE? WITHOUT AN ELEMENT OF HAPPINESS 

THERE IS NO LOVE. YOU MAY RESPECT, YOU MAY ADMIRE, YOU MAY 

TOLERATE, BUT IF YOU DO NOT FIND JOY, YOU DO NOT LOVE. 

MARRIAGE, FOR EXAtviPLE, OR FRlENDSHIP, OR THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE, 

OR PHILANTHROPY, OR THE LOVE OF GOD, IN FACT, EVERY EMOTION 

WHICH WE ASSUME TO BE BASED ON THE SENTIMENT OF LOVE, WHICH 

DOES NOT BRING WITH IT AN OVERWHELMING SENSE OF JOY, IS NOT 

THE REAL THING1 -i&NO'.f=REAL LOY~. IT IS A PLASTER IMITATION OF IT. 

I REPEAT AGAIN, THAT THIS FACT DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE 

POSSIBILITY, OR EVEN THE PROBABILITY, OF GREAT GRIEF AND MISERY 

AND TRAGEDY. THERE ARE MANY EDDIES AND CROSS-CURRENTS ON THE 

TIDES OF LIFE, BUT LOVE IS THE DEEP CHANNEL WHICH CARRIES THE 

RlVER OF LIFE ,STEADY AND STRONG/ TO ITS APPOINTED DESTINY. 
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A1SID li' Ii BECAUSE REAL LOVE BRINGS GREAT JOY TH' Sf' UJ.-J J.OYE ~ 
a> 

IS 8 POWERFU4t SORROW 1' GRIEF, CONTRACTt, ENFEEBLE, AND 

INHIBIT,. SORROW PARALYZES OUR POv-ER OF VOLITION AND OF ACTION; 

BUT JOY RELEASES ENERGY. HAPPINESS IS REALLY THE DYNAMICS OF 

INSPIRATION. THE RABBIS WERE PROFOUNDLY WISE WHEN THEY SAID, 

"INSPIRATION DOES NOT REST UPON A MAN WHO IS DEPRESSED. " 

THIS BRINGS ME TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE STATEMENT WHICH 

I GAVE YOU AT THE OUTSET. LOVE IS THE SUPREME MOTIVE OF HUMAN 
,W 

LOVE, AND JUSTICE IS THE SUPREME INSTRUMENT OF LOVE. GREAT LOVE, 
I' 

MY FRIENDS, WORKS GREAT JUSTICE. VERY OFTEN A DISTINCTION IS 

MADE BETWEEN LOVE AND JUSTICE. THEOLOGIANS ARE FOND OF MAKING 

SUCH A DISTINCTION. WII[ APOLOGISTS ONE RELIGION OR ANOTHER 

ARE GIVEN TO DRAWING THIS RATHER ARTIFICIAL DISTINCTION. IT IS 

SAID, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE RELIGION OF ISRAEL IS A RELIGION BASED 

ON RIGID JUSTICE, AND THAT tCHRISTIANITY CAME INTO THE WORLD TO 
~ 

ffl'f'RODB-C.B 'iii~ NEW PRINCIPLE OF LOVE. THIS IS AN UNREAL DIS-

TINCTION, BECAUSE THERE CAN BE NO REAL LOVE WITHOUT JUSTICE, 

AND THERE CAN 12_E Np RE,'\:i--, JUSTICE WIT~ou..;r LP~- 1:'-!G. ,CA..1.\.11..j h-J.~,: 
)PvA.. ~ "'-':>t ~-~· ~ '4.~ 'J,.. ~-~ i1wt w "'-II o--v, 
- j LOVE WHICH DOES NOT,WORK THROUGH THE CHANNEL~ OF JUSTIC --

AND HERE AGAIN I REMIND YOU THAT I DO NOT SPEAK OF LEGAL JUSTICE 

OR JURAL JUSTICE, BUT OF ~ IDEAL JUSTICE -- LOVE WHICH DOES 

NOT SEEK TO EXPRESS ITSELF THROUGH JUSTICE VERY FREQUENTLY 
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BECOMES A SER1OUS+i:alw+~~P IN HUMAN LIFE. LOVE CAN 't;l~~P:¥ E ___ .,-
OFTE H. 

At.Sb 
LOVE, IS/'IN DANGER OF BEING UNREFLECTIVE AND IM-

PULSIVE. YOU SEE A POOR MAN; YOU SYMPATHIZE WITH HIM; YOU 

PITY HIM, AND YOU GIVE HIM ALMS. THAT IMPULSIVE GIVING MAY DO 

HIM MORE HARM THAN GOOD. IT MAY BE SOCIALLY HARMFUL. LOVE WILL 

FREQUENTLY CONDONE AND BE LENIENT, WHERE IT SHOULD CORRECT'tt<.~ 

I AM READY TO STTBSCRIBE TO. PAUL'S GREAT DICTUM THAT LOVE IS 

~-~u THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD BUT ONLY WHEN IT IS~ ; Mftlflf) 

BY THE IDEA THAT JIB TICE IS ITS SUPREME INSTRUMENT. I CANNOT 
~,~~ SUBSCRIBE TO THAT OTHERI!B.A:~ WHICH IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE 

MASC'ER OF CHRISTIANITY, "LOVE THINE ENEMY". IN THE FIRST PLACE, 

THAT IS PSYCHOLOGICALLY IMPOSSIBLE. WE CANNOT LOVE OUR ENEMIES; 

AND IT IS NOT WISE THAT WE SHOULD LOVE OUR ENEMIES. WE OUGHT 

TO BE JUST TO OUR E\vf-MIES; WE OUGHT NOT TO HA TE OUR ENEMIES, 

BUT WE ~ TRY TO CHECK THEIR POWER Ji ~G EVIL, AND TO 

PERSUADE THEM, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, THAT THEY SHOULD CEASE TO BE 

OUR ENEMIES. "THOU SHALT REBUKE A MAN AND NOT BEAR GRUDGE 

AGAINST HIM. '' GREAT LOVE, I REPEAT, WORKS THROUGH GREAT JUSTICE. 

THE MAN WHO IOVES MANKIND, FOR EXAMPLE, BB t 1 •TWILL NOT 

REMAIN CONTENT WITH MERE CHARITY. HE WILL SET OUT TO HELP BRING 
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ABOUT A FULL MEASURE OF JUSTICE IN SOCIETY WHICH WILL MAKE 

HIS CHARITY UNNECESSARY. IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO FEED THE HUNGRY, 

CLOTHE THE NAKED; PITY THE UNFORTUNATE 6 GREAT LOVE DEMANDS 

THAT WE SHOULD DEVOTE OUR ENERGIES TO THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 
,:J... (l-4, 

SOCIETY O PREVENT HUNGER AND WANT AND MISERY AMONG MEN, ,.. 
TO RESTORE EVERY CHILD OF GOD TO HIS DIVINE PATRIMONY; TO 

ENABLE EVERY MAN TO LIVE UNDER HIS VINE AND UNDER HIS FIG TREE 

WITH NONE TO MAKE HIM AFRAID; TO MAKE IT UNNECESSARY FOR A HUMAN 

BEING TO COME KNOCKING AT ONE'S DOORS FOR ALMS. 'fiHS Ji 1''.ME ~ 

GREATEST LOVE :BiJSATJSJi i'i' WORKS THROUGH THE GREATEST JUSTICE. 

I DO NOT CRAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF DOLING OUT ALMS TO THE POOR IN 

l 
ORDER TO MY LOVE FOR MANKIND. 

GREAT LOVE ALSO DEVELOPS RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM IN THE OBJECT 

OF ONE'S LOVE. A MAN AND A WOMAN WHO ARE DEEPLY IN LOVE WILL 

NOT SEEK TO SUBJECT ONE TO THE OTHER, OR TO DRAIN ONE'S PER­

SONALITY IN ORDER TO FEED THE OTHER-. THEY WILL MAKE POSSIBLE 

THE FULLEST DEVELOPMENT OF EACH IN THE COMRADESHIP OF FREEDOM. 

A MAN WHO IS A REAL FRIEND WILL NOT TRY TO MAKE OF HIS 

-&-
FRIEND A REFLEX OF HIMSELF, AN-t, ECHO OF HIMSELF, BUT WILL TRY 

" TO DEVELOP BOTH HIMSELF AND HIS FRIEND INTO THE FULLEST FREEDOM, 

EACH ONE LIVING HIS OWN LIFE, DEVELOPING HIS OWN CAPACITIES, AND 

YET HELPING E~i ~~TO GROW. 
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THIS BRINGS ME TO THE SECOND TEST OF REAL LOVE. THE 

FIRST TEST IS JOY; THE SECOND TEST IS GROWTH. A LOVE WHICH DOES 

NOT STIMULATE GROWTH, AND UNFOLDMENT IN THE PERSON ONE LOVES, 

IS NO LOVE AT ALL. YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE IN LOVE WITH ONE ANOTHER 

WILL FIND IN THEIR LOVE A STIMULATION TO THE BEST THAT IS IN THEM. 

IT WILL EVOKE THE STRONGEST AND THE FINEST IN BOTH OF THE~ 

WHEN HUSBAND AND WIFE DEEPLY LOVE, THEY WILL GO THROUGH 

LIFE GROWING AND DEVELOPING, REFINING AND UPREACHING ALL THROUGH 

THEIR LIVES. 

ONE OF THE GREAT TRAGEDIES OF MARRIED LIFE IS JUST THIS: 

THAT MARRIED FOLKS SETTLE DOWN TO A PEDESTRIAN KIND OF EX­

ISTENCE. THEY STOP GROWING, AND VERY OFTEN THE ONE WHO STOPS 

GROWIN /-~RAGS THE OTHER ONE DOWN. ~~HUMAN FELLOWSHIP IS 

1r M&iM INSPIRATION TO GROWTH. "IRON SHARPENETH IRON. 11 AND SO 

DOES A MAN'S FRIEND; AND THAT IS TRUE OF EVERY HUMAN RELATIONSHIP. 

THE HUSBAND WHO LOOKS UPON HIS WIFE AS ONLY AN ANNEX TO 

HIS OWN PERSONALITY, AS A CONVENIENT FOIL TO HIS OWN LIFE, IS NOT 

TRULY IN LOVE. TRUE LOVE ASKS FOR AN EVEN GREATER MEASURE OF 

RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM IN THE OBJECT WHICH IS LOVED THAN IN ITSELF. 

MANY PARENTS ARE ULTIMATELY WITHOUT LOVE OF THEIR CHILDREN 

BECAUSE THEY FAILED TO DEVELOP THEM INTO THE RESPONSIBLE 

OBLIGATIONS OF FREEDOM, ~ii~ u-""N-"-'RE~FcL__....ECTIVE LOVE FOR THEM. 
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MANY PARENTS ARE CRUEL TO THEIR CHILDREN WHEN THEY ARE 

OVERLY PROTECTIVE. THEY KEEP THEIR CHILDREN FROM DEVELOPING 

INTO RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM, EITHER BY OVERLY PROTECTING THEM, 

BY OVERLY SHIELDING THEM, BY OVERLY INDULGING THEM, OR BY 

ATTEMPTING TO DICTATE TOO LONG AND TOO OFTEN TO THEM, OUT 

OF LOVE, OF COURSE. 

THE RABBIS SAY, "GOD LOVED ISRAEL GREATLY. THEREFORE HE 

GAVE ISRAEL THE TORAH AND MANY MIZVOTH -- MANY LAWS AND 

COMMANDMENTS. 11 GOD MANIFESTED HIS LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE BY 

~AM~ 
PERMITTING THEM TO DEVELOP FREELY THROUGH OBLIGATIONS AND 

" 
RESPONSIBILITIES. THIS IS THE VERY ESSENCE OF LOVE. LOVE, IS THE 

DRIVING IMPULSE OF ALL THE NOBLE ADVENTURES IN HUMAN LIFE; 

~ i 
IT LENDS ALL 'pMi: COLOR AND CHARM TO HUMAN ~llQ..; IT ROBS SORROW 

6lJ.. q~h.~, 
OF ITS STING; IT HEALS WOUNDS; IT SOFTENS THE HARSHNESS OF -lt'Hf'P«ti; I ,.. 
IT MAKES LIFE A JOYOUS AND EAGER PILGRIMAGE, BUT ONLY WHEN IT 

EXPRESSES ITSELF THROUGH SUPREME JUSTICE -- JUSTICE TO OURSELVES 

AND TO THOSE WHOM WE LOVE. 

TRUE LOVE DOES NOT INDULGE, DOES NOT CATER, DOES NOT EXPLOIT, 

DOES NOT MAKE UNREASONABLE DEMANDS. TRUE LOVE IS STRONG AND ~K.%KN 

OFTEN-TIMES EXACTING, BUT ALWAYS IT SEEKS THE~~ OF 

THE OBJE CT LOVED. 

"AND THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, 

WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WTTH ALL THY MIND." THIS IS TRUE OF ALL 

LOVE, SACRED OR PROFANE; FOR THERE IS NO PROFANE LOVE. ALL 

TRUE LOVE IS SACRED, BECAUSE IT IS OF GOD. 
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<;ermo~ The Temple 
Octoher O, 1 A3 

ti~ well to di tin~u·sh at 

out et between le~Al justice and ideal justice. The two are , 

of no synonymous. There is a diffe,:- nee which we can 

observe almo t daily between law and ideal morality. aw represents 

the minimum of moral r.equ·rements whic , a co1'lllunity at any iven 

sta~e in its development re•ards as absolutely indispensable. Law 

reflects the avera~e morality of a ociety. There ar laws on the 

tatute books 

are clearly inferior to the moral sentiment of the best elements amon~ 

our people. 

Law la s ehin~ ideal justic , t ou~l it often tr es to catch up 

with it. he moral ideali~m of a p .ople tries ~o brin~ its laws into 

con':ormitv with the ideAl moral standard. It i quite difficult, ther 

fore, and unprofita le to o determine what is iustice 
-. 

y refer­
....:..,, 

enc to a p ople': le•al/code. A c<re of laws may h ~aid tor ors nt 

- rr what .......... ~ en achieved, hut ideal justice re r ent societ✓ 's 

outr achin'!: for 

"The path of the ju~t shines mo,:-e and more pe,:-fect unto the a " 
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Even in le~al justice) there has been marked pro~ress in 

recent times . In the past societ• assumed that a m~n•s wron~doin~ 

was exclusively the result of deliberate evil intention . The 

wrongdoer 

t fte--.e..-

was entirely to h 1am/f 

justified in inflictin~ maximum punishment upon him. 

~---~Recent studies in sociolo~y , a 
~ 

and more particularly -.M..,..,....-.ua-~,~ - iry\psycholoty, have convinced men 

that there is such a thint as a social partnership in crime - that the 
/, 

community is, in a sense, partly responsihle for the actions of the 

individual. Often a man ' s wro~doin~ is the r ult not of his evil 

intention, hut of 
an cL-
..... uphrin~inP, . A man is frequently dr iven to do wron~ hy forces over 

which he has no control. 9 u entire philosophy of crime And --
puni~hment ha~ under•one a radical chan~e in the last few decades. 

'e conceive of ju~tice t day less in terms of the punitiv, and more 

t 
tn terms of th~ correct tv:,; and llQll;a*._._.., the corrective - the prevent-' 

ive . 1'ed~y ju~tice seeks a chan~e in social conditions to a point where t 

1.:.I et/ will help the individual to ohserve the laws and keep him fron per e ra n~ 

antisocial acts . 
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as its dan~E'r.. 

~ome ave come to helieve that the in~i tdual is wit out tlame or r 

tirely soci tv's• 

to ra 1 anarch.., . 

ha when he commits a cri -, the blame is en-

.n 1. Thi -M_..-:Q,a.--~iiiia!!t ...... ..-~ Ju ti C 

xtr e point of view leads 
ntul 

take into Account 

all ext nuatin~ circu tances, hut at the same t i - hold fast to th 

c do•ma u on P ich all moral it ., is ultimately hased, namely, that a 

no l indi idual s respon~ihle for his ~ action. 

W,_ can ~o to the lawbooks and find out hat le al justice 

is, in any •iv n situation, hut 1here shall we find a definition o· 

L. i<leal justice~ Frankly, it is 

From the da.'s of Plato to ur own 

difficult to find such a defi i on. 

, philosoph rs and students o 

ethics have ou~ht a fo ula which Juld adequat ly define 

ideal justic, h.ut no consensus has e n 

o completely evoted to the concept of ideal ju~tice (~ -

1 ost ever pa•e rin,,s with it. Vet nowh re 

in the ntble will you find a conci e d r·nttion of what really con titu s 

jus ice. 



Throu hout the i 

justice e 1errerates. 

rtal pr achments of the prophets, the cr_,' for 

1,l ,'1, 
And a:::!llla~ exalted conception of justic it is, 

alike for rich and poor, for suc-ject and rul~r, for native=born and 

tran~er. When the reat Kin David sinned, the prophet did not 

~ 

hesittat to •o po nt~ an accusin,- f in~er) , C!ry out: 
~ 

"Thou art the man!" When ~ Ahab robbed aboth of hiq vineyard and ha 

r' 
him put to death, the prophet Elijah did not hesitJate to go to him,-M'li&­

v 

denounce him to his face and procl im doom upon him. 

It is told in the almud of the head of the ~anh drin Simeon hen 
l., 

~hetah, a famous Phar sale teacher who lived in the first centurv befor 

the g_ommon _:.ra, - wa such a st rn, ri~orous) and imnlacable de-

-
fender of the law that he made man enemies . One day two of his enemies 

C!onspired to ear false wi ness ~a inst hi s for a crime punishable hy 

e~th . and on the asis of their false testimony, th son of ~im .on en 

hetah was condemned to dea h . A he was hein~ led to the place of execu­

tion, he protested his innocence so lourlly that the wines es, who accom-

panied him, repented and confessed that they had orn fRls estimony 

a ainst him. The ju~~es who had entenc cd him were ready to revers their 

entence, and even Simeon hen hetah, the father, now convinced of his 

son ' s innocence, wa ready ore erse the entence. u t there was an 

ancient law in Israel which refs d 
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to accept _he recantation of witnes es after sentence had been decreed. 
when 

~ itnesses who had once r.i en their te timony could not be trusted lat r 

they reversed their llllJ"l testimony. The son of Si on hen hetah, who 

was bein~ led to execution, MKtK turned to his father and aid: "Father, 

if you wish to become the salvation of Isr el, see to it that my s ntence 

is carried out. Look u n . as ~oorstep over which ou must pass to 

vour reat destiny , without compunction." in th ""'almud 

hrou~h the mo nt~in. 
3,,,,(i ;1 

th principle, "L t t ,,. lat· ni~r 

The law of ju!=;ti.ce mu t n..!u e.' ~o ~re< wa passion for j 1~tice 

that in it~ name hev dare1 e r.od i ms elf. ~od Him-

s e ~ound hv i s own Jaws of ·ustice . 

d: 

0 
DDt.70 rt~ 

Yet in spite of th trulv ., ted onception of justice which w find 

in the ihle and amon~ our ra ,ts, nowh re do e find a definition which 

exactly hat ju tic is. Perhaps such 

a definition is not to be had. ut we may approximate an underst ndi of 

it if we ask ourselv , ' hat is the oal of justic? .Jhat dos justice 

ain to accomplish fo society?" I ppose 
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that ere we can all a~ree that the aim of justice is to mak 

possible a ~ood society in w ich all men may de elop th~ i r talents 

and capaci t ies freely and fully. 

A ~ood society ls one in which every man dos what he wls~es 

to do, hu h will contribute to the 

hap iness of other as we ll as his own. Ideal jus tice ai s to A 
tn~ure r spon~ible freedom for all men which will help them build 

the ~ood society. Ideal justice is that which rants a man fr edom 

to develop his capacitie to e utmost. If a man is e uipped to 
I 

become a first: rate mecranic - and in the economy of God's world a 
/\A 

first:rate mechanic is as important a ; a first - rate musician 

society ou~ht to make it possible for him to develop him elf in 

that capacity to the utmost. he ••ay _o make th~ pos ihle is to 

afford h im the opportunitie of educ - 1 n and tr inin~ . If a man 

is endowed to , come a ~reat mu ician, society u~ht to mAk i 

possible for him to develop is ifts. Whether h elon s to thi 

or that clas, to this or that race or reli , ion, does not matter; 

society must ~ee o it thet such considera ton~ 9tla:it::u~ir. no wa 

interfere with he fr e nfol dment of that man's tal nt or car er. 

r- -In oth r. word, ideal ·u~tice rlemanrls that eve man should 

e •tven X KXM Knot an qual share but an equal chanc~, a hance 

to re lize all the po entialiti of hi hein~ 
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Many r evolutionary imp l ications f l o from this efini ti on . If 

justice ~ans fre dom to develop , then everythin~ which keeps a man 

from enjoyinr that freedom is injustice • . ow, what are som of the 
le m rJi s 

::itillll-S •hich keep a man from enjo,in, that freedom? XMXOOfXllKllX 

One ou have often heard it said that pov rty is a spur to 

ambition , that need incites to ~reater effort. That i true up to a 

ce t ain oint . A 

crushin~ want ~ilJ 

inch of poverty may prov 3 c;timulus, 1 ut continuous 

starve and stultifyr:=- oerson.alit and ultimat ly 

destroy it. er is li . tle to e Jd fo po rerty . Po fr is ., 

a for of sla rel."y; pov rt, is a prl~on o 1 ; i·ant is so man., 'ackles 

upon the u 1an c;pl r it. 

societ ich is pursuin~ . he ide·, 1 of jus ice will 
the ly t out to destro OV rty , y inc veasin~ ~octal ~oods ano/\ di trihutin~ 

t hese social ood equitably . Th task of a soci e ty which aims to estahJ ish 

ideal justice is o radicate poverty - not by charit , not y philanthropy, 

no by dolin ou · • ift to the poor , ut by stahliRhin an economic ord r 

wh r very man who labors will receive a fair recompense for hi la or 

an will have enou 0 h top ot ct hi elf 
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and his fnmily a•ainst wnnt , 

disabilities of old a~e. 

cu,1cL 
sickness, ,,, f n t the mate.rial 

The destruction of povcrt: is the fir~t requisite for the establish~ 

n~ thcr _;_, 
m nt of i eal j\}c;tice amon~ men. ~---•~factor which makes for inju~tdce 

411 ,.,, ea_ 
is .... ..-.11M11e""~ we~lth . The only justification 

crll ' 
for our present economic s51t 

is the merit ystem. tTnec.1rned weBlth destroys the mel""it system, and by so 

doint destroys justice in society . lo man who does no r ontrihut t-o t-he 
,E 

asc;ets of ~ociety shoulrf tie privile~ed to dra, .- upon reasur.es 

There ou~ht to be, if not a ri~id, at least a fair corr lation 

etween »Ltilit service and reward, or the vhole sy tern becomes inf<=tmously 

un ust. 

ilow can vou determine r,1hether a ~i ven act is idea 1 ly ·ust '? i,rn,., can 

ou tel 1 whether an act which ou have performed, or are about to 

,. 
is just" sk elf: perrorm, our 

ds, -th [s . ,,·c 
es represent me in my ca i ty as a free a~ent, workin 

the common good. or doe it not? If it does, then it is a just act. If 

does not, j( if it repr sents me at the the low r level f my slave 

to pas c; ions , to lus , to <lesir s, to cupidi ies, to envie , then it is an 

unju~t act. he way to deter ine wh ther I am in, th ri~ht thin~ is 

for 

it 

nt 

to ask m self• supnose every other .livin human b in the same th l n • :. -, 
what \ 70 1ld happen? 

' 

/ 
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hat ts the te t which, vou may recall, Immanuel "-'ant set. 

Pniver alize the act! <;a Hvii'\" n 

I hein~ ,muld do the thI~ ; vmul~ it -c0-ncrtou etosoc a Ll -ame 
set 

h in or wouH it not'! .._ Ton~ efore Kant, lillel the 

same test: ' hat which is hateful to ourself do to •our 

nei~hbor". 
/ 

sky urself whether the act which you a- ahout to do 

would he con~enial •-~~if someon e 1 s e did i t to vou. Would it 

contri ute to your well bein~, 

noth of these tests are valid tests. Perhaps lli llel •s is th 

more practical one. You may not know how a ivcn act will affect humanity 

but you pretty ell know how a •i en act will ffect you. If you are 

about to ob a workin~man of his j st ir, put your.self in his plac _ 

and ask vourself: ~If I wer th _ wor i 

p trate➔ on me, won ld I 1 ike it? 

n and this act w re per-

If this ls idenl ·u~tice, what is ideal love7 

Love is tl suprem motive of human if , and ideal ju~tice is 

its supreme inst u1~nt. 

It is c;entim ~nt as 

compl x as love. 

quite di ficult o define o 
fhot e,, 3h 

Tt ba f 1 --descript n 

analy 

and 11 analysi , and yet 
I 

ther is no dou t about its e ~lit• or nee. 

• ,rf all '!.,; mot\ res in hu~n lif~love is the most powerful • 

author of that marvelous lo e lvrlc, 
• el 
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"The n., of _on9,s says, "Love is as stron~ as death. It fla hes 

are flashes of fire. It is the very flame of ~orl• . 

There are manv oth r motives in human life es1des love. There is 

ambition; there is hate; there is fear; there is compassion. "ut the 
C,, 

motive w ich prod s th_ noblest esult~, t.1 ther in art or lit rature, 

l 
rel ivion character , in: families or in society, is - unselfish love, 

I 

which i th upreme ach i ev ment of the human race. 

n Ct" /;lni 
PhP.the'l" or ....- un elfish love i~ an ori~illj en , wment of he humc'ln 

race i~ really o little mom nt. '·le mi~ht he ahle to trace ack this 

1o e of w ic I speak to its humble he~innin~s in physical and 

tilll mat _rial consi rations. That oul make no diff .renc at all, for 

the • e•i nnin• of a t in• is no he th ~ it. e 1 f. The oak tree e ins 

in th~ acorn, bu the oak tr i infinit ly more than th acorn. C n·cs 

ar frequently tempted to eprecate the value of a human institution by 

pointin_ out its hum le ori in, hut that is fallaciou reasonin,. An 

instituti n should be jud~ed on the hasi of its value at th time it 

i h in·~ jud eel, and not on what its ,e~innin•s wer • 
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It is fol y, for exa~ple, to run down a ~reat man, or deprecate his 

importance, by polnti ~ out that once upon A ti that m n was ah lpl s, 

rlroolin~ infant. '·e know that there is such a thin~ as di inter ted 
when 

love in he worl , and we see it in action we stand hefore it as efore 

a oly thin~ , rapt ina:Joration. 

its 

There is this to be ~aid a ou 
"Lh ()U.,tri-v 

compensAtions, ~omnensation 

true love: that it is nev r without 

is never the motive of real love. 

he mother who lov s 

her child, the man who love his friend, the idealist who lives for his 

ideal, ar not thi kinP.: in terms of possi le r wards. In -act , they 

woulrl not know \1hat you were talkin~ about if you spoke to hem a out a 

r. ward f.or theiY love. They lov hecau~e it i the most necessary, 1!h 

most de~ira~le and altogether the most spo tane UR thin in th world for 

them. 

u t while cornnensa l on is not the ra VX motiv o real love, it 

ine itably fol to, s real love. Th 

P who love~ ids joy int e o ject of ls love. 

lov is inne joy! 

~ e is encom-

love ef er child 1 mak ~ the ear of a ther 
/\ I' 

in• fo Joy. Thi do~ not mean that there are no 



( 

l 

d ,,., ,,, 
~--it'-~/ i;orrows and an~u i sh l n th~ 1 i veg o hose who love. ere 

are. There ar.e the inescapahle sorrows w ich are part of our co on 

·ie~ti ny. 

True lov r joices in the o jct of its love. The love f 

kno1led~e, the love of e3uty, the love of ~od i an inex aust hle 

sourc o joy. " rejoiced wh nth , said unto me, come let u~ •o 

into th ou<; of th "!'h P,re ter the lo e, h hi~her the 

ecst~sy of joy. And here, pPrha~s, is the first r Al te~t of love. Do 

v ou f ind j oy in the o j e c t of : our 1 ov e '? 

ther is no love. Vou ma respect, ~ 011 

'ithout an element of h ppiness 

y admire, you ma toler te, 

but if 101 o no find joy, y u o not love. rria~e, or friend hip, 

or the pursuit of kn wled ,, or philan h opy, or th love of God ; 

in act, every emotion which we as.u t be ha don the s nti nt of 

love,, which does no hr i nP- with it n overwh elmi n~ sense of joy i 

not the real thin~. It i. a plaster i itRtion of it. 

I repea) thi fact does not p eclu<le the possibility, 

or even the prohability, of reat •rief and mi.ery and r P,edy. T ere 

' re any ed ,'i es and eras. currents the ti e of life, hu love is 

the deep ch~nnel which carries th river of life, tea<ly and stron, 

i ap oin d d iny. 

0 
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~ecause~ love hrim~s reat joy, it i powerful. Sorro and ,,rief 
constrict, enfeeble, inhihit. 

an<l of action, but joy rele 

orrow paralyz sour power of voli ion 

s ner y. Happine • is really the dynam-
ic~ of IKK~O i spiration. Th ab i were profoundly wi e when 
they said "I spit'ation does not rest upon a man who is depressed." 

Love is the suprem motive of human life, an<l ideal justice is 

the supr me instrument of love. r.reat love works ,reat justice. 'erv 

often a distinction is made etween love and jus ice. heolo~ians are 
f · nd of maktn~ uch a di~tincti n. Apolo~ists for one reli~i nor ano­

ther ar ~iven to drawin~ this rnther artificial rlistincti n. It is aid, 

for example, that the reli~i n c Ira 1 is a r. Ji•ion h sed on ri•i 

justice, and that Chri ti nit came into t world to t~ach m n a new 

a unreal istinction, hecause 
there can be n real lo, wi hout jut , and ere can no real ju -
tice without love. ' 1

- c not he jut if we are not kindhearted; we cannot 

he kindhearted if we e not just. Loe which doe not wok throu•h the r'. 
chann l of ju tice - and here ain let m remind you that I am not 
peakin~ of le al justice, I'!' 

ut of ideal ju tice 
love which does not seek to expr /V1 

frequ ntly 
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hecomes a serious roadblock in human lie. love may bee me clan~tsh. 

ove is · also in dan~er of ein• unreflective and impulsiv . 'ou 

see a po r man, you pity hi~ and •ou i e him alms. That impulsive 

~ivin y do more harm han ~ood. It may be socially harm ul. r..o,e 

will frequently condon and be lenient wher it hould e corr ctive. 

I am ready to u scribe to Paul's ictum that Jove is the ~reatest 

thin~ in th world, but only when it is qualified by th 11 a that justice 

is its sup me instrument. I CRnno su scribe to that other dictum 

which i attrihuted to th master. f Ch{i;, ianity, ''_!ove thin nemy''. -at is psycho! ~ically impo si le. ~ e cannot love our nemie . 'e 

ou•ht to h just too r enemie; we ou ht no to hate our enemies, ut 

we should try to check the r p ~er to do evil, and to persuade them,if 

at all possible , th t thP.y sh uld c to he our enemies. 'Thou shalt 

man anrl ot Rr •ru ~ - a~ainst him." r:re t love, repeat, 

works throu•h ~reR jtt tice. 

"'he man ,.,ho lo,e~ manl·ind will not rP.main cont nt wi h m rec rity. 
-:-, 

ite w 11 set outAhelp 
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about a full measure of justice in ociety whicl will make his 

charity u cessary. It is not enour,h to feed the hun~ry, clothe the 

naked, nity the unfortunate. (:Ja co t ve demands that we should de 1ote our 

Kif ener~ies to the recons ru tion of society so as to prevent hun~er 

and vant and misery amon~ men, to restore every child of ~od to his divine 

patri"TlOny; to enable every man to live under his vine and under hi fi~ 

tree with none to ma~e him afrairl; to mak it cessary for a hu an 

hein~ to come knockin~ at door for alms. The ~reat st lov works 

throu•h the crreQtest iust ce. I do not crave the privile~e of dotin~ 

out alms to the poor in orde,.- to exnress my lo e for mankind. 

ve also develops esponsi le freedom in the object of one's 

love. A man and a woman who ar~ de ply in love will not seek to subju~ate 
. I 

one to the other, or to drai p rsonality in order to feed th other. 

They will make possihl the fu~lest development of each in the comradeship 

of freedom. A man ¥ho is area friend will not try to make of his friend 

a refl ction of himS!l.f, an echo of him elf, but he will try to dev lop 

both himself and his friend to th fulle t fr~edorn, each one livin~ 
k-

his on life, developin~ his ownc:apacities, and yet helpin~ 

to ~row. 
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his brin•s me to the second test of r~~l love. The first test is 

joy; the second te tis ~rowth. A Jove w ich <lo s no s imulate ~rowth 

an~ unfoldment in the person on~ lo es i~ not love at all. Voun , people 

who are in love 2itJ fin,J in their lo 1e a sti lation to the he t that i 

in them. It wi 11 evoke the str.on•est and th finest in oth of them. 'hen 
,-. 

hushand and wife deeply lov , they will o throu•~h life ~rowin and developJ 

in~, ref i ni n~ and upreach in~ ~re1:u;h tA air l i•.-e9 , / 

One of the •reat tra~edies of married life i jut this: that m rried 

folks settle down to ape estrian existence. They top •rowin~, 
,,rovin~ 

and very often the one who stops first dra s the other one d n. True 

humc n fello ship is an inspiration to (Pro th. "Iron sharpeneth iron." nd 

so does man's friend; and th is true of e,er human relationship. 

an annex to his own The husband who look upon hi~ wif 

pe~~nnality, as a convenient foil to is life, 1s not truly in love. 

love ask for. an ven ~re term 8 ure of respon lb 

oh·ect of love than in itself. ny parents are ultlm 

freedom int e 
t/,f 

tely withou.~love 

their childr n hecau e thev f i1ed to velon t kYKXvuvu,vnfM 
,n r ,t;,; 

the responsi le ohli~atlons cause M of too much unrefl ctive 

lo,e for them. '--
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Many parents are cruel to their childr n when they are overly 

protective. Thy keep their children from developin~ into 

responsi le freedo~, either by overly shieldin~ them, by over! 

·ndul~in~ them, or hy attemptin~ to dictate too Ion~ and too often to them
1 

out of love, of c ourse. 

The XX:t~ say, ,,,...od loved Isra e 0 reatly. T erefor 
r--. 

I 

Isrt1el t e 'ro ah an-:1 many izvoth - m~ny laws and commandments." r,od 

manife -~ ed His love for his p ople not hy indu1~in• them ut hy per­

mittin,. them to develo freelv hrou~h m;:my ohli~ation and respon~:;i-

hilities. This is c~e , essence of love. ove is the drivtn• 

impulse of all th no~le ad,entu~ 

and charm to human extst nee; i t r. 

wounds; it soFtens the h~rshness o f 

life a joyous and ea~ r pilnrima~e 

n n life; it lend~ -1 color 

rrow ~f it~ stin~; it h~als 

all exoerienc s; it make 

ut only when i e presses it elf 
I 

throu ~h upreme ju tice, justice to ourselves and to those whom •x 

we love. 

Truei,iove does not indul e, does not cat r, does not exploit, 

does no m ke unreasona le demands. True love is tron• and oftentimes 

exacting, hut it always se ek the ha ppines of the object loved. 

"And t ou sh 1 t love the Lor 

all th ou 1) and with all th/ 

thy God with all thy heart, with 
I, • II 

Thi is true fall l ove, 

ncred or profan, for ther reall is no pr fane love. 11 true 

1 love is sacred, ecause a 11 tru lo e is of r.od. 



-. 
AT IS LOVE? 

U'/The Temple, Octobe 0, 1963 
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W!m Y ft, J UO !'f e.e ! vv t!A T !S I CY§ ? 

Dr. A Boa '.P!!Ue1 "!l~e r 

IN DISCUSSING WHAT IS JUSTICE, IT IS WELL TO DISTINGUISH AT 

THE OUTSET BETWEEN LEGAL JUSTICE AND IDEAL JUSTICE. THE TWO -

ARE, OF COURSE, NOT SYNONYMOUS. THERE IS A DIFFERENCE WHICH WE 

CAN OBSERVE ALMOST DAILY BETWEEN LAW AND IDEAL MORALITY. 

LAW REPRESENTS THE MINIMUM OF MORAL REQUIREMENTS WHICH A 

COMMUNITY AT ANY GIVEN STAGE IN ITS DEVELOPMENT REGARDS AS 

ABSOLUTELY INDISPENSABLE. LAW REFLECTS THE AVERAGE MORALITY vc'c o ' 0 

OF A SOCIETY. ' THERE ARE LAWS ON THE STATUTE BOOKS OF OUR FEDERAL, 

STATE AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS WHI CH A RE CLEARLY INFERIOR 

TO THE MORAL SENTIMENT OF THE BEST ELEMENTS AMONG OUR PEOPLE. 

LAW LAGS BEHIND IDEAL JUSTICE, THOUGH IT OFTEN TRIES TO 

CATCH UP WITH IT. THE MORAL IDEALISM OF A PEOPLE TRIES TO BRING 

: •. '.-. ITS LAWS INTO CONFORMITY WITH THE IDEAL MORAL STANDARD. IT IS 

QUITE DIFFICULT, THEREFORE, AND UNPROFITABLE TO SEEK TO 

DETERMINE WHAT IS JUSTICE BY REFERENCE TO A PEOPLE'S LEGAL CODE. 

I - A CODE OF LAWS MAY BE SAID TO REPRESENT WHAT HAS ALREADY 
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EVEN IN LEGAL JUSTICE THERE HAS BEEN MARKED PROGRESS 

IN RECENT TIMES. IN THE PAST, SOCIETY ASSUMED THAT A MAN'S 

WRONG-DOING WAS EXCLUSIVELY THE RESULT OF HIS DELIBERATE 

EVIL INTENTION. THE WRONG-DOER WAS ENTIRELY_ TO BLAME FOR 

HIS WRONG-DOING, AND SOCIETY WAS, THEREFORE, JUSTIFIED IN IN­

FLICTING MAXIMUM PUNISHMENT UPON HIM AS A WILFUL VIOLA TOR OF 

ITS LAWS. BUT OUR MORE RECENT STUDIES IN SOCIOLOGY, AND MORE 

PARTICULARLY OUR STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY, HAVE 

CONVINCED MEN THAT THERE IS SUCH A THING AS A SOCIAL PARTNER­

SHIP IN CRIME -- THAT THE COMMUNITY IS, IN A SENSE, PARTLY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTIO~F THE INDIVIDUAL. OFTEN A MAN'S 

WRONG-DOING IS THE RESULT NOT OF I-llS EVIL INTENTION, BUT OF AN 

EVIL ENVIRONMENT, AN EVIL PRE-CONDITIONING, AN EVIL UP-BRINGING. 

A MAN IS FREQUENTLY DRIVEN TO DO WRO G BY FORCES OVER WHICH 

HE HA_,D NO CONTROL. AS A RESULT, OUR ENTIRE PHILOSOPHY OF CRIME 

AND PUNISHMENT HAS UNDERGO EA RADICAL CHANGE IN THE LAST 

FEW DECADES. 

WE CONCEIVE OF JUSTICE TODAY LESS IN TERMS OFT 

AND MORE IN TERMS OF TH~ CORRECTIVE, AND NOT SO MU CORRECTIVE 

ASAPREVENTIVE. TODA y JUSTICE SEEKS A CHANGE IN SOC~L CONDITIONS 

TO A POINT WHERE THEY WILL HELP THE INDIVIDUAL TO OBSERVE THE 

LAWS AND KEEP HIM FROM PERPETRATING ANTI-SOCIAL ACTS. 

- ------- --
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- - C,n t.t Y .J... 
THIS SOUND AND COMMENDABLE VIEW1 ~ ~ "J:,'SO"'HAS ITS 

S .c.:.-, ~ 
DANGERS. THE-RE'7"1fRE-=-THOSE-WHO HAVE COME TO BELIEVE THAT THE 

INDIVIDUAL IS WITHOUT BLAME OR RESPONSIBILITY ALTOGETHER; THAT 

WHEN HE COMMITS A CRIME, THE BLAME IS ENTIRELY SOCIETY'S AND 

NOT THE INDIVIDUAL'S. 
\ f;' r: I 

:.! . , •'- ~V\ ~ ~-...... - f!;, 
THIS EXTREME POINT OF VIEW MAKES. FOR MORAL ANARCHY. THE 

PROPER MEAN IS FOR JUSTICE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ALL EXTENUATING 
-"- -i..>. ~ y J , ' •'. ..!'.--f..:.... c;,;,J I..",.:, --~t-..'?N f I .,."J. l-c, ,. :,., -'-:_:.,J ~~ (',J. 

CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT NOT--TO-DISREGARD; THE BASIC DOGMA UPON WHICH 

ALL MORALITY IS ULTIMATELY BASED, NAMELY, THAT A NORMAL IN-
, -1-=--

DIVIDUAL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN •~ ..2c;.:;ri.;, ~ • 

NOW I WE CAN GO TO LAW BOOKS AND FIND OUT WHAT LEGAL 

JUSTICE IS, IN ANY GIVEN SITUATION, BU T WHERE SHALL WE FIND A 

DEFINITION OF IDEAL JUSTICE? FRANKLY, IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO FIND 

SUCH A DEFINITION. FROM THE DAYS OF PLATO .TO OUR OWN DAY, 

PHILOSOPHERS AND STUDENTS OF ETHICS HAVE SOUGHT TO EVOLVE A 

FORMULA WHICH WOULD ADEQUATELY DEFINE IDEAL JUSTICE, BUT NO 

CONCENSUS HAS AS YET BEEN REACHED ON SUCH A FORMULA. 

- 1~ , 
:..x.AXE-e~, FOR EXAMPLE.I -THERE ARE NO WRITINGS ANY-

WHERE IN THE WORLD WHICH ARE SO COMPLETELY DEVOTED TO THE 

CONCEPT OF IDEAL JUSTICE AS OUR BIBLICAL LITERATURE. ALMOST 

EVERY PAGE RINGS WITH IT,, A-N-t> lE T NOWHERE IN THE BIBLE WILL 

YOU FIND A CONCISE DEFINITION OF WHAT REALLY CONSTITUTES JUSTICE. 
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THROUGHOUT THE IMMORTAL PREACHMENTS OF THE PROPHETS, 

THE CRY FOR JUSTICE REVERBERATES. AND A VERY EXALTED CONCEPTION 
\.-t- \.,.F'...:-, 

OF JUSTICE W-AS:-XHEIRS, -0:t-{.E ALIKE FOR RICH AND POOR, FOR SUBJECT 

AND RULER, FOR NATIVE BORN AND STRANGER. WHEN THE GREAT KING 

DAVID SINNED, THE PROPHET NATHAN .DID NOT HESITATE TO GO TO HIM, 

AND, POINTING AN ACCUSING FINGER AT HIM, CRY OUT, "THOU AR:T 

THE MAN!" WHEN KING AHAB ROBBED NABOTH OF HIS VINEYARD AND HAD 

HIM PUT TO DEATH, THE PROPHET ELIJAH DID NOT HESITATE TO GO TO )::~' 

AHAB, AND DENOUNCE HIM TO HIS FACE AND PROCLAIM DOO~,UPON HIM . 
./4 4 1. z Ai ~<-it~ . • 

IT-~ TOLD 0 ~ THE HEAD OF THE SANHEDRIN, SIMEON BEN SHE TAI; , 

A FAMOUS PHARISAIC TEACHER, WHO LIVED IN THE FIRST CENTURY BEFORE 

A k ttA: t ~~- . 
THE COMMON El,\'-R,~ · THAT HE WAS SUCH A STERN/A D IMPLACABLE DE-

FENDER OF THE LAW ~~ THAT HE MADE MANY ENEMIES. ONE 

DAY TWO OF HIS ENEMIES CONSPIRED TO BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST 
r () 

•• /,-;..:.,,....,>.,. 

HIS SON FORA C:RIME PUNISHABLE BY DEATH, AND ON THE BASIS of-... THE~ 
l r 

TESTIMONY, THE SON OF SI~ON BEN SHETAI! ,WAS CONDEMNED TO DEATH~ 

AS HE WAS BEING LED TO THE PLACE OF EXECUTION, HE PROTESTED 

HIS INNOCENCE SO LOUDLY THAT THE WITNESSES WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM 

REPENTED AND CONFESSED THAT THEY HAD BORNE FALSE TESTIMONY 

AGAINST HIM. THE JUDGES WHO HAD SENTENCED HIM WERE READY TO 

tJ'-. ~, 
REVERSE THE SENTENCE, AND EVEN SIMpN BEN SHETAH , THE FAIBER, 

~ I' ' 

, , 

NOW CONVINCED OF HIS SON'S INNOCENCE, WAS READY TO REVERSE THE 
.,. - ' ,..1 
t.._,~ t-:,·i r W· 

SENTENCE. BUT THERE WAS.If. LAW IN ANCIEN::.T ISRAEL WHICH REFUSED 

-
- - - - - s•r-

I 
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TO ACCEPT THE RECANTATION OF WITNESSE\WITNESSES WHO HAD 

{."
1 ·""".J ,l ll.-, t✓ 

ONCE GIVEN THEIR TESTIMONY CANNOT BE TRUSTED WHEN LATER ON / 

J / & v,u 1 ,t: 1 ?11 L / 
THEY REVERSE THEIR OWN TESTIMONY. THE SON HO WAS BEING LED 

/' -
' TO EXECUTION TURNED TO HIS FATHER AND SAID, "FATHER, IF 1 TH0U l-~:, .,.. 

/ / ...... 

-£>e5rI' WISH TO BECOME THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL, SEE TO IT THAT MY 

SENTENCE IS CARRIED OUT. LOOK UPO~ M_E_AS A DOOR-STEP OVER 

,t-t ~(," ... ~l,.LJ /~c_r t,' / I . t/ 
WHICH YOU MUST PASS THOUT/ COMPUNCTIO, . 11 {l~~ ,-Cle:; tG 

-;,/4 ~ ,71/4( , t/i i .,c ,i,,('-(f"~( r 
"LET THE LAW PIERCE THROUGH THE MOUNTAIN;--. /•?,:;, 2 j'I 

-,~:;, y.lt -- THE LAW OF JUSTICE M1.B TiJikurJ;(t.. so GREAT 

----
WAS THE PA~~~~:'v-FOR JUSTICE IN ANCIENT ISRAEL THAT ~~~ •it~ j) 

THEY DARED;.To CHALLE GE EVEN GOD HIMSELF. GOD mMSEZ~"WAS 1ncw1 r::_ 

BOUND BY HIS OWN LAWS OF JUSTICE. YOU WILL RECALL HOW ABRAHAM 

PLEADED FOR THE CITY OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH, HOPING TO SA VE IT 
l ti , • !J ,/, 

FROM DESTRUCTION. HE ARGUED WITH THE LOR , "SHALL THE RULER 

OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE NOT DO JUSTICE?" -- 1 ·,fi,-;) ~ cd-e-;, 

. cd i >J ;)11, 1r , __ " 

YET, IN SPITE OF THE TRULY EXALTED CONCEPTIONf OF JUSTICE 

I-; • . 

WHICH WE FIND IN THE BIBLE AND AMONG -;_fHE RABBIS, NOWHERE DO WE 

FIND A Dl,FlNlT19~ WHICH COULD HELP us IN DETERMINING ffl'S-T EXACTLY 

WHAT JUSTICE rs~ WHAT IS '!'HE-ESSENCE-OF JUSTICE. PERHAPS SUCH A 

DEFINITION IS NOT TO BE HAD. BUT WE MAY APPROXIMATE AN UNDER­

STANDING OF IT IF WE ASK OURSELVES, "WHAT IS THE GOAL OF JUSTICE? 

WHAT DOES JUSTICE AIM TO ACCOMPLISH FOR SOCIETY?" -I SU·PPOSE 

' .. ....._...... - .. ~• I "" .... ~ .. •~J••-- • 
: .. ' 

_ .. _., .. ~ ,,. . 
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THA T.j''i:r-GA-N-B-E-6-A-F-E-h¥-S~{-B-.'THA T THE AIM OF JUSTICE IS TO MAKE 

~ 
POSSIBLE A GOOD SOCIETY IN WHICH,._MEN MAY DEVELOP THEIR TALENTS 

AND CAPACITIES FREELY AND FULLY. 

A GOOD SOCIETY IS ONE IN WHICH EVERY MAN DOES WHAT HE 

WISHES TO DO, BUT WISHES TO DO ONLY THAT WHICH WILL CONTRIBUTE 

TO THE HAPPINESS OF OTHERS AS WELL AS ~ HIS OWN. IDEAL JUSTICE 
) 

AIMS' TO INSURE RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM FOR ALL MEN WHICH WILL HELP 

THEM _BUILD THE GOOD SOCIETY. ---_; 

r:~ · •· :. IDEAL JUSTICE IS THAT WHICH GRANTS A MAN FREEDOM TO DEVELOP 
r 

HIS CAPACITIES TO THE UTMOST. .~MAN WHe IS EQUIPPED T.O BECOME 

A FIRST-RATE MECHA~IC -- AND IN THE ECONOMY OF GOD'S WORLD, A 
~o onv 

FIRST-RATE MECHANIC IS AS IMPORTANT AS A FIRST-RATE MUSICIAN -­

SOCIETY OUGHT TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DEVELOP IDMSELF IN 

THAT CAPACITY TO THE UTMOST. THE WAY TO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE IS 

TO AFFORD HIM THE OPPORTUNITIES OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING. 

IF A MAN IS ENDOWED TO BECOME A GREAT MUSICIAN, SOCIETY 
b ~ o ,:.'--

vu ~ 

OUGHT TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DEVELOP HIS GIFT~ WHETHE~. 
> .... ··· -::---.. 
~ ~ V/\ c.,...:..f.!-.''- • 

HE BELONGS TO THIS OR THAT CLASS, TO TIDS OR THAT RACE OR RELIGION7
1 

~~ " 
SOCIETY MUST SEE TO IT THAT THESE ·GONSIDERATIONS SHOULD IN NO 

~- J\.- . 

WAY INTERFERE WITH THE 'UNFOLDMENT OF THAT MAN'S TALENT OR 
J\ 

CAREER. 

I _ IN OTHER WORDS, IDEAL JUSTI~E DEMANDS THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD 

,,<,-e_ r·~ ~ i ¾ ~ a-8 6'.I\). z.~ CC,.,.. ez~ ~J 

HA¥ • A CHANCE TO REALIZE ALL THE POTENTIALITIES OF HIS BEING, 

I . 

~~~T ,.... ... ,. ___ ..,._.,, •. ,....,.. __ .. .,.. .... _, ...., ... _.,..,,,,. ... •-..-.--- -,-."""· ... -- "" .. , .... ,... ,,._ .. __ ._, ...... ... .-,...(i°f 

. J'~: ' ., -·-- - .. ____ , t_, ... _._. ---- ---

..... .. ...,.-... .... 

,-, 
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REGARDLESS OF COLOR, CREED OR ANCESTRY. 

BE.FREE TO DEvE.bOP HIMSELF TO THE U..TMOSX-LIMITS-OF HIS ABILITY. 

MANY REVOLUTIONARY IMPLICATIONS 'FLOW FROM THIS DEFINITION. 

IF JUSTICE MEANS FREEDOM TO DEVELOP, THEN EVERYTHING WHICH KEEPS 

A MAN FROM ENJOYING THAT FREEDOM IS INJUSTICE. ~OJlf-; WHAT ARE 

SOME OF THE THINGS WHICH KEEP A MAN FROM ENJOYING THAT FREEDOM? 

IN THE FIRST PLACE, PSYF2~~ YOU HAVE OFTEN HEARD IT SAID THAT 
' V o ¼ "V~ • 

POVERTY IS A SPUR TO AMBITION, THAT Vl:AN.."I' INCITES TO GREATER 

0~ 
EFFORT. ~. THAT IS TRUE UP TO A CERTAIN POINT,_ ~Y)-F.::Y. 

hl-M¥PED·DEGREE. A S~b PINCH OF POVERTY MAY PROVE A STIMULUS, 

BUT CONTINUOUS CRUSHING WANT WILL STARVE AND STULTIFY A HUMAN 

PERSONALITY AND ULTIMATELY DESTROY IT. T HERE IS VERY L!TTLE 

TO BE SAID FOR POVERTY. POVERTY IS A F ORM OF SLAVERY; POVERTY 

IS A PRISON HOUSE; WANT IS SO MANY SHACKLES PLACED UPON THE 

HUMAN SPIRIT. 

-- ,..,.. qo 

THEREFORE, A SOCIETY WHICH IS PURSUING THE IDEAL OF JUSTICE 

WILL SET ABOUT TO DESTROY POVERTY/BY INCREASING THE SOCIAL GOODS 

AND BY DISTRIBUTING THESE SOCIAL GOODS EQUITABLY. THE TASK OF A 

SOCIETY WHICH AIMS TO ESTABLISH IDEAL JUSTICE IS TO ERADICATE 

f POVERTY -- NOT BY CHARITY, NOT BY PHILANTHROPY, NOT BY DOLING 

/ OUT GIFTS TO THE POOR, BUT BY ESTABLISHING AN ECONOMIC ORDER "' 

WHERE EVERY MAN WHO LABORS WILL RECEIVE A FAIR RECOMPENSE 

FOR HIS LABOR cAND WILL HAVE ENOUGHS~ TO PROTECT HIMSELF 



... 

I 
I 
I 
I 

- 8 -

AND HIS FAMILY AGAINST WANT, AGAINST SICKNE;SS, AGAINST THE 

MATERIAL DISABILITIES OF OLD AGE. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF POVERTY IS THE FIRST REQUISITE FOR 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF IDEAL JUSTICE AMONG MEN. THE OTHER 

FACTOR WHICH MAKES FOR INJUSTICE IS UNEARNED WEALTH. THE 

ONLY JUSTIFICATION FOR OUR PRESENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM IS THE MERIT 

SYSTEM., UNEARNED WEALTH DESTROYS THE MERIT SYSTEM, AND BY 

SO DOING DESTROYS JUSTICE IN SOCIETY. NO MAN WHO DOES NOT CON­

TRIBUTE TO THE ASSETS OF SOCIETY SHOULD BE PRIVILEGED TO DRAW 

UPON THE TREASURES OF SOCIETY. THERE OUGHT TO BE, IF NOT A 

r~ 
RIGID eo-RREL-A""TJ:0N-, AT LEAST SOME FAIR CORRELATION BETWEEN SERVICE 

AND REWARD, OR THE WHOLE SYSTEM BECOMES INFAMOUSLY UNJUST. 

HOW CAN YOU DETERMINE WHETHER A GIVEN ACT~I-N=WHI"CH=-YGU 

A-RE-:z'r,B,el:J-~TO=ENGA-G-E IS IDEALLY JUST? HOW CAN YOU TELL1£-Y~THE 

9EEINJTION WHICH-I-HA VE-.H:T-S!f-:A.·1'-TE-MP--TBD~O:GIVE/ WHETHER A I¥E=M 
...i> 

ACT WHICH YOU HAVE PERFORMED, OR ARE ABOUT TO PERFORM, IS JUST? 

- i.;-'114 
fUK ASK YOURSELF: DOES THIS ACT REPRESENT RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM)? ,.. 
DOES IT REPRESENT ME IN MY CAPACITY AS A FREE AGENT, WORKING • 
FOR THE . COMMON GOOD, OR DOES IT NOT? :IF IT DOES, THEN IT IS A 

JUST ACT. IF IT DOES NOT/ IF IT REPRESENTS ME AT THE LOWER 

flw:.i-, 
LEVELS OF MY ENSLAVEMENT TO FASSIO S, TO ~, TO DESIRES, TO 

CUPIDITIES, TO ENVIES, lE..lT-REPRESENTS ME-A-T-'F-HE LGW-ER-kEVELS 

·OF-60CIAb-iRRE-SPONSIBILIT-Y, THEN IT IS AN UNJUST ACT. THE WAY T_O Ii 
f • ) • 

. 1' : ·~ ,,.,,.. ~ 7, ...... 

DETERMINE WHETHER I AM DOING THE RIGHT THING IS TO ASK Y-GU'-RSEbF~" . . 
SUPPOSE EVERY OTlE R LIVING HUMAN BEING WOULD DO THE SA:ME THING, 

\VHAT lVOULD HAPPEN? 

,-. . 
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THAT IS THE TEST WHICH~ANUEL KANT, YOU MAY RECALL,;...s.E!l'. 

I 
UNIV~}z~ptIZ~. YOUR ACT!. SAY TO YOURSELF: "SUPPOSE EVERY LIVING 

HUMAN BEING WOULD DO THE SAME THING, WOULD IT CONTRIBUTE TO 

SOCIAL -WELL-BEING, OR WOULD IT NOT?" LONG BEFORE KANT, THE 

1.._:_((, 
-GREAT HlLLEL SET THE SAME TEST. "THA T WHICH IS HATEFUL TO YOUR-
~ 

SELF DQ NOT DO TO YOUR NEIGHBOR." ASK YOURSELF WHETHER THE ACT 

WHICH YpU ARE ABOUT TO DO WOULD BE CONGENIAL TO YOU IF SOMEONE 

ELSE DID IT TO YOU. WOULD IT CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR WELL-BEING? 

BOTH OF THESE TESTS ARE VALID TESTS. PERHAPS HILLEL'S IS 

. 
THE MORE PRACTICAL ONE. YOU MAY NOT KNOW HOW A GIVEN ACT WILL 

AFFECT H~I~Y, BUT YOU PRETTY WELL KNOW HOW A GIVEN ACT 

WILL AFFECT YOU. IF YOU ARE ABOU T TO ROB A WORKINGMAN OF HIS 

JUST HIRE, PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE AN D ASK YOURSELF: "IF I WERE 

THE WORKINGMAN AND THIS ACT WERE PERPETRATED UPON ME, WOULD 

I LIKE IT?'' 
~ 

IF THIS IS IDEAL JUSTICE, WHAT IS IDEAL LOVE? 

\~ 
LOVE IS THE SUPREME MOTIVE OF HUMAN LIFE. AND JUSTICE IS ,. 

ITS SUPREME INSTRUMENT. 
cJ' ,;.,-;; 

IT IS/>QUITE DIFFICULT TO DEFINE OR ANALYZE A SENTIMENT AS 

COMPLEX AS LOVE. IT BAFFLES ALL DESCRIPTION AND ALL ANAL YSIS1 

AND YET THERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT ITS REALITY OR ITS POTENCY 

WHEN ONE EXPERIENCES IT. OF ALL MOTIVES IN HUMAN LIFE LOVE 

1\,. 

IS THE MOST POWERFUL. THE AUTHO OF THAT MARVELOUS W.V~ LYRtC 
~ . 
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\ ,t 
THE SONG OF SONGS, SAYS: 11 LOVE IS AS STRONG AS DEA TH. ITS 

FLASHES ARE FLASHES OF FIRE. IT IS THE VERY FLAME OF GOD. 11 

THERE ARE MANY OTHER MOTIVES IN HUMAN LIFE BESIDES LOVE. 
~ ( \)I .. 

THERE IS AMBITION; THERE IS HATE; THERE IS FEAR; THERE IS ·P..I..'*.• ~- l;>I) -

~---]vf.(}-TIVES::WElCH:::MO-=~I:V:.A.'.f--E=-M~EN; BUT THE MOTIVE WHICH 

PRODUCES THE NOBLEST RESULTS, WHETHER IN ART OR.JN"LITERATURE 

@-B. ,V{RELIGIO~ aR Y'. CHARACTEij~ IN FAMILIES OR IN SOCIETY, IS 

TrIE UNSELFISJI LOVE, WHICH IS THE SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 

HUMAN RACE. 

Ne-W; WHETHER OR NOT UNSELFISH LOVE IS AN ORIGINAL ENDOWMENT 

OF THE HUMAN RACE IS REALLY OF LITTLE MOMENT. WE MIGHT BE ABLE 

TO TRACE BACK THIS LOVE OF WHICH I S PEAK TO I,pB VERY HUMBLE BE-

GINI INGS IN PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL CONSIDE RATIONS. THAT WOULD MAKE 

NO DIFFERENCE AT ALL, FOR THE BEGINNING OF A THING IS NOT THE ru £v THING ITSELF. THE OAJ< iBEGINS IN THE ACORN, BUT THE OAK IS IN-

' FINITELY MORE THAN THE ACORN. CYNICS ARE FREQUENTLY TEMPTED 

TO DEPRE~ THE VALUE OF A HUMA INSTITUTION BY POINTING 

TO ITS HUMBLE ORIGIN, BUT THAT IS FAL CIOUS REASONING. AN 

INSTITUTION SHOULD BE JUDGED ON THE BASIS OF ITS VALUE AT THE 

TIME IT IS BEING JUDGED, AND NOT ON WHAT ITS BEGINNINGS WERE. 

·--,- - , ,.....,. _,... ____ _ • ·"':'- •;f" • " l • - •- .. • ... . . -
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IT IS FOLLY, FOR EXAMPLE, TO -BE:£.a--~KGREAT :MAN, OR TO / /. 

DEPRE(/ATE HIS IMPORTANCE, BY POINTING OUT T:HAT ONCE UPON 

A TIME THAT GREAT MAN WAS A HELPLESS, DROOLING INFANT. WE 

KNOW THAT THERE IS SUCH A TH NG AS U-N.CAI:::CUI;A,TING, DISINTERESTED 

LOVE IN THE WORLDlAND WHEN WE SE~ IT IN ACTION WE STAND BEFORE 

/4~/-
IT AS BEFORE A HOLY THING, WRA E:O IN ADORATION. 

THERE IS THIS TO BE SAID ABOUT TRUE LOVE; THAT IT IS NEVER 

i~ 
WITHOUT ITS COMPENSATIONS, BUT COMPENSATION$ A-RE NEVER THE 

.,,.t,{} ·.,t - \, -:- ~ r:, 
J ·~· _ , . 

MOTIVE~ OF REAL LOYE. NO ONE LOVES IN THE ROBE OF RECEIVING 

A REWARD. THE MOTHER WHO LOVES HER CHILD, THE MAN WHO LOVES 
. . Cc 

HIS FRIEND, THE IDEALIST WHO LIVES FOR HIS :IDEAL, JS NOT TIDNKING 

IN TERMS OF POSSIBLE REWARDS. IN FACT, T EY WOULD NOT KNOW 
ti .1.J • C, (. 

WHAT YOU--A-RE TALKING ABOUT IF YOU -s-F-6-A:K TO THEM ABOUT A REWARD 

FOR THEIR LOVE. THEY LOVE BECAUSE IT IS THE MOST NECESSARY/ 

A-~ THE MOST DESIRABLE AND ALTOGETHER THE MOST SPONTANEOUS 

THING IN THE WORLD FOR THEM . 

• BUT, W IJ:,E COMPENSATION IS NOT THE MOTIVE O:;c¼OVE, 
Jf'.1;, 1, l l.._, -v._J . (: . 

IT OLLOWS R1:AL LOVE .. A~ THE COMPENSATION OF LOVE S 

INNER JOY\ HE WHO LOVES FINDS JOY IN THE OBJECT WHICH 'ilf L'ti-::Ef 

REAL LOVE IS ENCOMPASS! G JOYOUSNESS. THE LOVE OF HER CHILD, 

TH~E--WHICH-SHE-F-INDS I -HER ·· cHIL-I➔,· MAKES THE HEART OF A 

MOTHER SING FOR JOY. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE ARE NO. 

• ·---· -- .~· - r- rr6-. • 
\, o I ,, --- . --

L . 
-. 
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GREAT SORROWS AND ANGUISH IN THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO LOVEC> 

THERE ARE. THERE ARE THE INESCAPABLE SORROWS WHICH ARE PART 

OF OUR COMMON HUMAN DESTINY. t 
(/~~ ,l -? 

TRUE LOVE REJOICES IN THE OBJECT WIIIC~ 1!--LOVEJ. THE LOVE 

OF KNOWLEDGE, THE LOVE OF BEAUTY, THE LOVE OF GOD, IS AN IN­

EXHAUSTIBLE SOURCE OF JOY. II I RE.;£;F;1tD WHEN THEY SAID UNTO 

ME,. COME, LET US GO INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD." THE GREATER 

1? 
THE LOVE, THE HIGHER THE EC.STACY OF JOY. AND HERE, PERHAPS, 

, MY FRIENDS, IS THE FIRS REAL TEST OF LOVE. DO YOU FIND JOY I 

l '\/ 
LOVE? WITHOUT AN ELEMENT OF HAPPINESS 

THERE IS NO LOVE. YOU MAY RESPECT, YOU MAY ADMIRE, YOU MAY 

TOLERATE, BUT IF YOU DO NOT ~IND JOY, YOU DO NOT LOVE. 

MARRIAGE, FOR EXAMPLE, OR FRIENDSHIP, OR THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE, 

OR PHILANTHROPY, OR THE LOVE OF GOD, IN FACT. EVERY EMOTION 

WHICH WE ASSUME TO BE BASED ON THE SENTIMENT tOF LOVE, WHICH 

DOES NOT BRING WITH IT AN OVERWHELMING SENSE OF JOY, IS NOT 

THE REAL THING,-1-S-NOT-REAh-·bOV-E. IT IS A PLASTER IMITATION OF IT. 

I REPEAT AGAIN, THAT THIS FfCT DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE 

POSSIBILITY, ' OR EVEN THE PROB irLITY, OF GREAT GRIEF AND MISERY 
I 

AND TRAGEDY. THERE ARE MA Y EDDIES AND CROSS-CURRENTS O THE 

TIDES OF LIFE, BUT LOVE IS THE DEEP CHANNEL WHICH CARRIES THE 
I 

I 
RIVER OF LIFE p~EADY AND STRONG/ TO ITS APPOINTED DESTINY. 

,..., 
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A1ti:hl~ BECAUSE REAL LOVE BRINGS GRE~ JOY -IBA'f:-Rf7A~-E- ~ 
~ C-£ ... nl:lllt/~ --

Is m POWERFU~ ~ORROW /'-.GRIEF, CONTRACT~, ENFEEBLEf AND 

INHIBIT~. SORROW PARALYZES OUR PO\\ER OF VOLITION AND OF ACTION; 
.._ ~ 

BUT JOY RELEASES ENERGY. HAPPINESS IS REALLY THE DYNAMICS OF 

INSPIRATION. THE RABBIS WERE PROFOUNDLY WISE WHEN THEY SAID, 

( l l"n L ) 
11INSPIRA TION DOES NOT REST UPON A MAN WHO IS DEPRESSED. " 

THIS BRINGS ME TO THE SECOND-HA:UF- O.E...1.HE-S-TATEMEN'I' WHlCH .. 
I GAVE YOU AT THE OUTSET. LOVE IS THE SUPREME MOTIVE OF HUMA r 

\ ~ ---
LOVE, ANDfUSTICE IS THE SUPREME INSTRUMENT OF LOVE. GREAT LOVE, 

MY FRlENDS, WORKS GREAT JUSTICE. VERY OFTEN A DISTINCTIO IS 

MADE BETWEEN LOVE AND JUSTICE. THEOLOGIANS ARE FOND OF ·MAKING 
f; 
·'.~ 

SUCH A DISTINCTION. 'i?HE APOLOGISTS O E RELIGION OR ANOTHER 

ARE GIVEN TO DRAWING THIS RATHER ARTIFICIAL DISTINCTION. IT IS 

SAID, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE RELIGION OF ISRAEL IS A RELIGION BASED 

ON RIGID JUSTICE, AND THAT tCHRISTIANITY CAME INTO THE WORLD TO 

tr:.. J2 'li. ~~ {)\ - d .. 
1N"TRODU-€:E-'FH-E-NEW PRI CIPLE OF LOVE. THIS IS AN UNREAL DIS-

.,..-

TINCTION, BECAUSE THERE CAN BE NO REAL LOVE WITHOUT JUSTICE, 

AND THERE CAN BE Np RE('\L JUSTICE WITHOU✓,T LOVE. }-AJR. ,CA.l..\.\.\.ct i, 1~,; 
:J> ~ 6.J-4 ~t ,., ~- l~J.• : u ~ \(. ~ f~ o.'" '; .. !<~~---- ,,1 ,~ lN 'v--lr (4 ,;'~.., 
• p LOVE WHICH DOES NoT'woRK THROUGH THE CHANNELS OF JUSTicf/ __ 

{(, )11 t 
AND HERE AGAIN I REMIND YOU THAT I~ NOTASPEAK O LEGAL JUSTICE 

OR JURAL JUSTICE, BUT OF 'I:-~ IDEAL JUSTICE -- LOVE WHICH DOES 

NOT SEEK TO EXPRESS ITSELF THROUGH JUSTICE VERY FREQUENTLY 
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{L,'Sj ) ,, ~}L:--J-'- m (, u {, ~,,, 
BE COMES A SERIOUS tt-Ar-..t.DI-C.AP IN HUMAN LIFE. LOVE CAN-£$\- EB:-Y. 

!> _ _ :,'•~---~½ CLANNISH. 
At.St> 

LOVE,<--TO~ IS/'IN DANGER OF BEING UNREFLECTIVE AND IM-

PULSIVE. YOU SEE A POOR MAN; YOU SYMPATHIZE WITH HIM; YOU 

PITY HIM, AND YOU GIVE HIM ALMS. THAT IMPULSIVE GIVING MAY DO 

HIM MORE HARM THAN GOOD. IT MAY BE SOCIALLY HARMFUL. LOVE WILL 

FREQUENTLY CONDONE AND BE LENIENT, WHERE IT SHOULD CORRECU./~~ 

I AM READY TO SUBSCRIBE TO « iT \ PAUL'S GREAT DICTUM THAT LOVE IS 
c. ~ J '\· -

THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD BUT ONLY WHEN IT IS ~.ELEMENTE!r 

BY THE IDEA THAT JIB TICE IS ITS SUPREME INSTRUMENT. I CANNOT 
t) \{..tl..!.N"" 

SUBSCRIBE TO THAT OTHER 'P..HRASE WHICH IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE 

MA&'ER OF CHRISTIANITY, "LOVE THINE ENE M Y". IN-THE FIRS"I' PLA:CE, 

THAT IS PSYCHOLOGICALLY IMPOSSIBLE. WE CANNOT LOVE OUR E EMIES; 

AND IT IS NOT WISE THAT WE SHOULD LOVE OUR ENEMIES. WE OUGHT 

TO BE JUST TO OUR ENc-MIES; WE OUGHT NOT TO HA TE OUR ENEMIES, 
, ~~ 1~ ,· 

BUT WE ell.GHT- ,T,€> TRY TO CHECK THEIR POV/ER O]:...l)rn .. G EVIL, AND TO 
J 

PERSUADE THEM, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, THAT THEY SHOULD CEASE TO BE 

OUR ENEMIES. "THOU SHALT REBUKE A MAN AND NOT BEAR GRUDGE 

AGAINST HIM." GREAT LOVE, I REPEAT., , WORKS THROUGH GREAT JUSTICE. 

THE MAN WHO IOVES MANKIND, TOR EXAMPLE, R:EAI:t¥' WILL NOT 

REMAIN ·coNTENT WITH MERE CHARITY. HE WILL SET OUT TO HELP BRING 
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ABOUT A FULL MEASURE OF JUSTICE IN SOCIETY WHICH WILL MAKE 

HIS CHARITY UNNECESSARY. IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO FEED THE HUNGRY, 

CLOTHE THE NAKED· ,_PITY THE UNFORTUNATE 6 GREAT LOVE DEMANDS 

THAT WE SHOULD DEVOTE OUR ENERGIES TO THE. RECONSTRUCTION OF 
,:1.-0~ 

SOCIETY/TO- PREVENT HUNGER AND WANT AND MISERY AMONG MEN, ,.. 
TO RESTORE EVERY CHILD OF GOD TO HIS DIVINE PATRIMONY; TO 

ENABLE EVERY MAN TO LIVE UNDER HIS VINE AND UNDER HIS FIG TREE 

WITH NONE TO MAKE HIM AFRAID; TO MAKE IT UNNECESSARY FOR A HUMAN 

BEING TO COME KNOCKING AT ONE'S DOORS FOR ALMS. 'f',HfS:;IS-=TH·E- ~ \/\...9. 

GREATEST LOVE B-E.G:A:IJSE-I.T-WORKS THROUGH THE GREATEST JUSTICE. 

I DO NOT CRAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF DOLI GOUT ALMS TO THE POOR IN 

t ¥- ,, .l'~..&9 
ORDER TO F.Eu.D MY LOVE FOR MANKIND. 

GREAT LOVE ALSO DEVELOPS RESPO SIBLE FREEDOM IN THE OBJECT 

OF ONE IS LOVE. A MAN AND A WOMAN WHO ARE DEEPLY IN LOVE WILL 

~lt,A e- U. 7 

NOT SEEK TO(SUBJECT/ ONS TO THE OTHER, OR TO DRAIN ONE'S PER-

SONALITY IN ORDER TO FEED THE OTHER&- THEY WILL MAKE POSSIBLE 

THE FULLEST DEVELOPMENT OF EACH IN THE COMRADESHIP OF FREEDOM. 

REAL FRIEND WILL OT TRY TO MAKE OF HIS 
;tL ,i, ·'YJ i <J-

FRIEND A ~E-X OF HIMSELF, AN"Jj> ECHO OF HIMSELF, BUTi"WILL TRY 

TO DEVELOP BOTH HIMSELF A D HIS FRIEND INTO THE FULLEST FREEDOM, 

EACH ONE LIVING HIS OWN LIFE, DEVELOPING HIS OWN CAPACITIES, AND 
.t.f• n ~ Ct.,.,,.,\..~"' -~ 

YET HELPING E-ACH::.OTHE·R: TO GROW . 
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THIS BRINGSME TO THE SECOND TEST OF REAL LOVE 'I.HE.. ---
FIID5-T- T-ES-T-IS-:JOY; THE SECOND ~EST IS GROWTH. A LOVE WHICH DOES 

NOT STIMULATE GROWTH, AND UNFOLDMENT IN THE PERSON ONE LOVES, 

IS NO LOVE AT ALL. YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE IN LOVE WITH ONE ANOTHER 

WILL FIND IN THEIR LOVE A STIMULATION TO THE BEST THAT IS IN THEM . • 

IT WILL EVOKE THE STRONGEST AND THE FINEST IN BOTH OF THE~ 

WHEN HUSBAND AND WIFE DEEPLY LOVE, THEY WILL GO THROUGH 

.• 

LIFE GROWING AND DEVELOPING, RE1'-'INING AND UPREACHING ALL THROUGH 
, 

THEIR LIVES. 

ONE OF THE GREAT TRAGEDIES OF MARRIED LIFE IS JUST THIS: 

THAT MARRIED FOLKS SETTLE DOWN TO A PEDESTRIAN KIND OF EX-
. . 

ISTENCE.D. TiEY STOP GROWING, AND VER~ OF TEN THE ONE WHO STOPS 
1 f v ~ -'\ ., 1 -_,..1'\.,,\.,,~.Jl.-

G RO WIN GAD RA GS THE OTHER ONE DOWN. GREN!' HUMAN FELLOWSHIP IS ~ 

~A~ INSPIRATION ·TO GROWTH. "IRO SHARPENETH IRON. " AND SO 

DOES A MAN'S FRIEND; AND THAT IS TRUE OF EVERY HUMAN RELATIONSHIP. 

THE HUSBAND WHO LOOKS UPON HIS WIFE AS ONLY AN ANNEX TO 

HIS OWN PERSONALITY, AS A CONVENIENT FOIL TO HIS OWN LIFE, IS NOT 

TRULY IN LOVE. TRUE LOVE ASKS FOR AN EVEN GREATER MEASURE OF 

t 

MANY PARENTS ARE ULTIMATELY WITHOUT LOVE OF THEIR CHILDREN 

BECAUSE THEY FAILED TO DEVELOP THEM INTO THE RESPONSIBLE 
p _L .,,, ,.,_~~v..,.~ er,. -y. \, \ •\,v..-:· .. ~ 

' OBLIGATIONS OF FREEDOM, 0trr-OF- 'PHEfR- UNREFLECTIVE LOVE FOR THEM. 
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MANY PARENTS ARE CRUEL TO THEIR CHILDREN WHEN THEY ARE 

OVERLY PROTECTIVE. THEY KEEP THEIR CHILDREN FROM DEVELOPING 

INTO RESPONSIBLE FREEDOM, EITHER isY=eVERl:;Y PROTECTING THEM-;­

BY OVERLY SHIELDING THEM, BY OVERLY INDULGING THEM, OR BY 

ATTEMPTING TO DICTATE TOO LONG AND TOO OFTEN TO THEM. OUT 

OF LOVE. OF COURSE. 

THE RABBIS SAY, "GOD LOVED ISRAEL GREATLY. THEREFORE HE 

GAVE ISRAEL THE TORAH AND MANY MIZVOTH -- MANY LAWS AND 

11,~ / L1!tltit! 
COMMANDMENTS. 11 GOD MANIFESTE D HIS LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE IBY 

Jll)P./,1, ~ 

PERMITTING THEM TO DEVELOP FREELY THROUGH OBLIGATIONS AND 

" RESPONSIBILITIES. THIS IS THE VERY E SSENCE OF LOVE. LOVE, IS THE 

DRIVING .IMPULSE OF ALL THE NOBLE A DVEN TURES IN HUMAN LIFE; 

<l. ,Ci \ t),') r. a . 
IT LENDS ALL p-iE COLOR AND CHARM TO HUMAN Y..~IT ROBS SORROW 

't 1/4 JJJ 

. 6/J.. ~y.f..J., • ~ ' 
OF ITS STING; IT HEALS WOUNDS; IT SOFTENS THE HARSHNESS OF ,_4'HINGS.; 1 

· IT MAKES LIFE A JOYOUS AND EAGER PILGRIMAGE, BUT ONLY WHEN IT 

EXPRESSES ITSELF THROUGH SUPREME JUSTICE -- JUSTICE TO OURSELVES 

AND TO THOSE WHOM WE LOVE. 

TRUE LOVE DOES NOT INDULGE, DOES NOT CATER, DOES NOT EXPLOIT, 

DOES NOT MAKE UNREASONABLE DEMANDS. TRUE LOVE IS STRONG AND I2)KXKD[~ 
. . jJ /"' ' 

• ..J /.. J✓, 1. tJ ..:....-, 
OFTEN-TIMES EXACTING, BUT ALWAYS IT SEEKS THE WEl;.~-'l3EING OF 

THE OBJE CT LOVED. 

"AND THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, 

WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WTTH ALL THY MIND. 11 THIS IS TRUE OF AL 
t ,, 

LOVE. SACRED OR PROFANE; FOR THERE S_N PROFANE LOVE. ALL 
tl.. Cit C"i 

TRUE LOVE IS SACRED. BECAUSE fTIS OF GOD. 




