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' . THE JEWISH IMPACT ON CIVILIZATION -- Part Two 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Sunday Morn1ng -- November 17., 1963 

WH~N. WE . REACH THE SEVENTH CENTURY OF THE COMMON ERA, 

JUDAISM WAS ST-ILL-VITAL AND· VIGOROUS ENOUGH THAT., COMING IN 

CONTACT WITH ANOTHER.CIVILIZATION, THAT OF THE ARABS, !TWAS 

AGAIN ABLE TO INFLUENCE IT. IT WAS ABLE TO MOLD ANOTHER 

RELIGION WHICH IS TODAY ONE OF THE MAJOR RELIGIONS OF MANKIND, 

MOHAMMEDANISM. ~· 

" a'HE ARABS IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY WERE HEATHEN AND IDOL 

WORSHIPPERS. MOHAMMED APPEARED AMONG THEM AND TAUGHT THEM 

TO ABANDON THEIR IDOLATRY AND THEIR SUPERSTITIONS., AND TO WORSHIP 

ONLY ONE SPIRITUAL GOD. 

MOHAMMED GAVE THESE PEOPLE A NEW FAITH, STIRRED THEIR 

RACIAL CONSCIOUSNESS AS IT HAD NEVER BEEN STIRRED BEFORE AND 

SET THEM UPON A CAREER OF CONQUEST., BOTH RELIGIOUS AND MILITARY. 

WHICH WITHIN THE SHORT SPACE OF A HUNDRED YEARS BROUGHT THEM 

TO THE 11E!Y SHORES OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN AND THE FRONTIERS OF 

CHINA AND INDIA. 

MOHAMMED WAS GREATLY INFLUENCED BY JEWS AND JEWISH 

TEACHING. THERE WERE JEWS IN ARABIA FROM EARLIEST TIMES. 

JEWISH TRIBES LIVED IN ARABIA AT THE TIME OF MOHAMMED. JEWISH 

TRAVELERS BENT ON COMMERCE PASSED THROUGH ARABIA FROM SYRIA, 
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BABYLON, PALESTINE AND EGYPT. MOHAMMED LEARNED FROM THESE 

JEWISH TRAVELERS AND FROM HIS JEWISH NEIGHBORS ABOUT JUDAISM; 

HE LEARNED ABOUT THE HEROES OF THE BIBLE. ON ALMOST EVERY 

PAGE OF THE KORAN, MOHAMMED'S BOOK OF REVELATIONS WHICH HE 

GAVE TO HIS PEOPLE, WHICH HAS BECOME THE HOLY BOOK OF ISLAM, 

ONE FINDS SURE TRACES OF JEWISH THOUGHT AND REFERENCES TO 

EPISODES IN JEWISH HISTORY -- OFTEN AS DEVELOPED IN THE AGADA OF 

" 
THE RABBIS. * 

~~~1i(/tl1 
MOHAMMED'SEP'fiON OF THE ONE GOD -- "THERE IS NO GOD 

BUT ALLAH" -- "LA ILAHA ILLA'ALLAH 11 
-- IS A RESTATEMENT OF THE 

DECLARATION OF THE FAITH OF ISRAEL -- ''HEAR O ISRAEL, THE LORD 

OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE." THE CONCEPT OF DIVINITY WHICH 

MOHAMMED GAVE TO HIS PEOPLE -- GOD AS ONE, SPIRITUAL, ALL

POWERFUL, TRANSCENDENT -- IS TAKEN OVER IN TOTO FROM JUDAISM. 

MOHAMMED TRACED THE ORIGIN OF THE ARAB PEOPLES TO 

ABRAHAM, THROUGH ABRAHAM'S SON ISHMAEL. THEREBY HE ESTABLISHED 

A RACIAL CONTACT BETWEEN HIS PEOP IE AND ISRAEL, JUST AS CHRISTI

ANITY, THROUGH THE PERSONALITY OF JESUS, LINKED ITSELF WITH ISRAEL. 

THE EARLY MOHAMMEDANS WHEN THEY WORSHIPPED USED TO 

TURN THEIR FACES TO JERUSALEM AND NOT TO MECCA, THEREBY IN

DICATING T.HAT THEY LOOKED UPON JERUSALEM AS THE SOURCE OF 

THEIR OWN FAITH. EVEN AS THEY LOOKED TO ABRAHAM AS THE PRO

GENITOR OF THEIR RACE. 
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THUS, ISLAM MAY BE SAID TO BE ANOTHER DAUGHTER RELIGION 

OFJUDAIS~ 

INSOFAR AS ISRAEL'S GOD CONCEPT BECAME THE GOD CONCEPT 

OF MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED MILLIONS OF MOSLEMS TODAY, ISRAEL 

MAY AGAIN BE CREDITED WITH INFLUENCING ANOTHER VAST SEGMENT 

OF HUMANITY IN ITS SPIRITUAL LIFE AND THOUGHT. 

WHEN ISLAM AROSE IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY, EUROPE WAS 

ALREADY BEGINNING TO SINK INTO WHAT ARE KNOWN AS THE DARK AGES. 

ROME FELL BEFORE THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS IN 476. THE V{HOf ,E 

=-::c:~ROMAN WORLD NOW BECOMES SUBMERGED UNDER THE TIDAL 

WAVES OF BARBARIAN INVASIONS. THE RICH CULTURE OF THE ANCIENT 

WORLD WAS SOON FORGOTTEN. IGNORANCE A N D SUPERSTITION SET IN. 

THE GOTH, THE HUN, THE VANDAL AND THE LOMBARD ARE NOW THE 

MASTERS OF A CHAOTIC EUROPE, STEEPED IN FEAR AND INSECURITY, 

AND THE NIGHT, THE LONG DARK NIGHT OF THE MIDDLE AGES, WHICH 

LASTED CLOSE ONTO A THOUSAND YEARS, SETTLES OVER EUROPE. 

Jf BUT WHILE THE SUN OF LEARNING SET IN THE WEST, IT ROSE IN THE EAST 

WHERE THE PEOPLES UNDER ISLAM LIVED. THE CONQUERING ARABS 

Wl:ftt!I _ ■lfBQJ LEARNING AND THEY FOSTERED IT. THEY TOOK OVER 

THE LEARNING OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS AND THEY ADDED TO IT; THEY 

FOSTERED PHILOSOPHY, MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS, MEDICINE, LAW AND 

ASTRONOMY. FOR FIVE HUNDRED YEARS, FROM 750 to 1250, IT IS 

THE EAST AND NOT THE WEST WHICH IS THE SEAT OF CIVILIZATION. 
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.l) I) .II,,, .... ,, tP: 0¥ -
likQ,?"=vE CENTU!fj_E~T OF THE JEWS OF THE WORLD LIVED 

IN LANDS ~~re D4U'!lz!l :ru'.m. LANDS WHICH THE ARABS HAD 

CONQUERED -- BABYLONIA, SYRIA, PALESTINE, NORTHERN AFRICA, 

SICILY, SOUTHERN SPAIN. THEY SPOKE AND WROTE ARABIC. THEY EX

CHANGED IDEAS WITH THE ARABS. AS A RESULT OF THIS CONTACT, 

PHILOSOPHIC STUDY WAS STIMULATED AMONG OUR PEOPLE AID THEY 

PRODUCED A NUMBER OF REMARKABLE PHILOSOPHERS BEGINNING WITH 

SAADIA AND SOLOMON IBN GABIROL, AND CULMINATING IN MAIMONIDES, 

PHILOSOPHERS WHO INFLUENCED THE THOUGHT NOT ALONE OF JEWRY 

BUT OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD AS WELL. 

~tJl THE JEWS IN THE MIDDLE AGES WERE IN CONTACT NOT ALONE WITH 

THE ARABS BUT WITH 'IRE PEOPLES OF l,A'fJM At#!), CHRISTIAN EUROPE. 

JEWS WERE THE GREAT TRAVELERS OF THE MIDDLE AGES. THEY CARRIED 

ON THE COMMERCE BETWEEN THE ORIENT AND THE OCCIDENT, BETWEEN 

THE MOSLEM EAST AND CHRISTIAN WEST. "IN THE ELEVENTH, TWELFTH, 

THIRTEENTH CENTURIES, MOST MEDITERRANEAN SEAPORTS WERE BEE

HIVES OF JEWISH COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY". QUITE NATURALLY THEY 

BECAME THE CHANNELS THROUGH WHICH THE LEARNING OF THE ARABS, 

WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN OVER FROM THE HELLENISTIC WORLD, FLOWED 

rf..~ fl. 
INTO WESTERN EUROPE, Jiialii PREPARED THE DAY FOR bti INTELLECTUAL 

RE-AWAKENING OF THE PEOPLES OF EUROPE, FOR THE REVIVAL OF 

LEARNING IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY. 
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JEV{S WHO KNEW ARABIC HELPED IN THE TRANSLATION OF THE 

WORKS OF ARAB SCHOLARS INTO LA TIN. WE ARE IN POSSESSION OF 

HUNDREDS OF WORKS ON MEDICINE, LOGIC, PHILOSOPHY, MATHEMATICS, 

WHICH JEWS IN THE MIDDLE AGES TRANSLATED FROM THE ARABIC, FIRST 

INTO HEBREW AND THEN, BY THEMSELVES OR BY OTHER HANDS, INTO 

LATIN. IT IS THROUGH THESE TRANSLATED WORKS THAT THE PEOPLES 

OF EUROPE BECAME AWARE AGAIN OF THE RICH CULTURAL LEGACY OF 

THE ANCIENT GREEKS. IT IS THROUGH THESE TRANSLATIONS THAT THEY 

CAME TO KNOW AGAIN ARISTOTLE, PLATO, AND EUCLID• M!LCr THIS 

QUICKENED THEIR MINDS A§J'z!IN' AND AROUSED THEM FROM THE LONG 

~~ 
CENTURIES OF -ft' R~ SLUMBER. 

"OF THE ARABIAN AUTHORS WHOSE IDEAS WERE 'fHIS INCORPORATED 

INTO THE BODY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT", WRITES PROFESSOR CHARLES 

SINGER, "THE MOST IMPORTANT WERE AVERROES, MAIMONIDES, AVICEBRON, 

AND ALGAZEL. TWO OF THESE, MAIMONIDES AND AVICEBRON, WERE 

THEMSELVES JEWS. THE OTHER TWO, AVERROES AND ALGAZEL, WERE 

PERHAPS THE MOST WIDELY DISCUSSED OF ALL PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE 

JEWS, AND THEIR PRESENTATION TO THE WEST WAS LARGELY BY JEWISH 

HANDS. IT IS THEREFORE THE CASE THAT, EVEN APART FROM THEIR 

ROLE IN THE DIRECT TRANSMISSION OF TEXTS, THE JEWS WERE OF IM

PORTANCE IN MOULDING THE WESTERN OUTLOOK IN THE PERIOD OF HIGH 

SCHOLASTICISM." - ~ ~'~ ""'V"""'.A...~,u p tt- ~~ ~ 
~:®X~~~~~~~~xxx 

~rr~\ 
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THE JEWS OF THE MIDDLE AGES .u i-E A LEAVENING INFLUENCE 

IN EUROPEAN THOUGHT BECAUSE THEY WERE THE CARRIERS OF THE ARAB 

CIVILIZATION AND THE GREEK CIVILIZATION WHICH IT INHERITED, TO 

THE WESTERN WORLD. 

AS FAR AS MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY GENERALLY IS CONCERNED 

INCLUDING SCHOLASTICISM -- IT WAS THROUGHOUT LARGELY UNDER 

JEWISH INFLUENCE. PROFESSOR HARRY WOLFSON, 'l!Hii Et,HNEH'f' ¥Iii%-

.PJ!".SS1:1a.OF HARVARD, AT THE CONCLUSION OF HIS MONUMENTAL WORK 

ON THE JEWISH PHILOSOPHER OF THE FIRST CENTURY, PHILO, WRITES: 

"MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHY IS THE HISTORY OF THE PHILOSOPHY 

OF PHILO. FOR WELL-NIGH SEVENTEEN CENTURIES THIS PHILONIC 

PHILOSOPHY DOMINATED EUROPEAN THOUGHT. NOIBING REALLY NEW 

HAPPENED IN THE HISTORY OF EUROPEAN PHILSOPHY DURING THAT EX

TENDED PERIOD. THE LONG SUCCESSION OF PHILOSOPHERS DURING THAT 

PERIOD, FROM AMONG WHOM VARIOUS FIGURES ARE SELECTED BY VARIOUS 

HISTORIANS FOR SPECIAL DISTINCTION AS INNOVATORS, HAVE ONLY TRIED 

TO EXPOUND, EACH IN HIS OWN WAY, THE PRINCIPLES LAID DOWN BY 

PHILO. TO THE QUESTION, THEN, WHAT IS NEW IN PHILO? THE ANSWER 

IS THAT IT WAS HE WHO BUILT UP THAT PHILOSOPHY, JUST AS THE 

ANSWER TO THE QUESTION WHAT IS NEW IN SPINOZA? IS THAT IT WAS HE 

WHO PULLED IT DOWN." 
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A WORD SHOULD BE SAID ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTION OF ISRAEL 

TO THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION. THAT MOVEMENT, TOO, FELT 

THE IMPACT OF THE SPIRIT OF ISRAEL. DURING THE FIFTEENTH AND 

SIXTEENTH CENTURIES THE STUDY OF HEBREW BECAME VERY POPULAR 

AMONG SCHOLARS IN EUROPE. WE ARE NOW IN IBE PERIOD OF THE 

HUMANIST REVIVAL -- THE CLASSICAL RENAISSANCE. MEN ARE GOING 

BACK TO THE ORIGINA1{SoURCES To DISCOVER THE TRUTHS WHICH THEY 

ARE SEEKING. THEY ARE GOING BACK TO THE ORIGINAL GREEK AND 

LATIN, AND ALSO TO THE ORIGINA9HEBREW -- THE LANGUAGE OF THE 

OLD TESTAMENT. 

THE RENAISSANCE IN GERMANY EXPRESSED ITSELF LARGELY IN 

~ 
AN EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE. THE GREAT SCHOLARS OF '19itt'i' 

PERIOD WHICH PRECEDED THE REFORMATION, STUDIED HEBREW. BECAUSE 

OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF HEBREW, THEY WERE ABLE TO CHALLENGE THE 
Ca,,~ ,-P ..-UL 

INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE WHICH WAS OFFICIALLY GIVEN BY THE 
1--

CHURCH. ULTIMATELY THEY WERE MOVED TO CHALLENGE THE AUTHORITY 

OF THE CHURCH ITSELF. PROTESTANTISM, AS YOU KNOW, DENIED THE 

INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH AND OF ITS SUPREME PONT!Ff, THE POPE. 

IT PLACED, IN THEIR STEAD, THE OVER-RIDING AUTHORITY OF THE 

BIBLE ITSELF. 

IT MAY WELL BE SAID THAT THE MOVEMENT BACK TO HEBREW 

WAS ONE OF THE DETERMINING FACTORS IN THE RADICAL RELIGIOUS REFORM 

MOVEMENT OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY WHICH WE KNOW AS THE PRO

TESTANT REFORMATION. 

-
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IT IS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO NOTE THAT IN ONC~ 
~ oGL. ~-h. 19,a,.,P 1-

~rn~~~~M THE INFLUENCE OF lli;D\IS~S ESPECIALLY 

EYIBf.ilNCE. I REFER TO THE PURITANS. PURITANISM WAS A REACTION 

AGAINST THE MORAL LOOSENESS WHICH PREVAILED IN ENGLAND DURING 

AND SUBSEQUENT TO THE TIME OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. IT WAS A MORAL 

AS WELL AS A THEOLOGIC REFORMATION. THE PURITANS TURNED TO 

THE OLD TESTAMENT FOR THEIR INSPIRATION AND MADE IT THEIR VERY 

cL:s-144;~ ----
OWN. IT BECAME 1-\:l.MP f2P THEIR THOUGHT AND ..?&Ftff 8F THEIR LIVES. 

IN THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL THEY SAW THEIR OWN HISTORY RE

FLECTED. THE PURITANS GAVE THEIR CIDLDREN OLD TESTAMENT NAMES. 

THEY ADOPTED THE VERY SPEECH AND IDIOM OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

THEY W~ll!l!:"'STEEPED IN ITS THOUGHT, MOOD AND l!l!l)"ETHICAL DISCIPLINE. 

THE PASSION FOR FREEDOM, •r$0M: :8Jfld'1PL f3 , WHICH THE PURITANS 

MANIFESTED AND WHICH LED THEM TO BEHEAD A KING AND TO ESTABLISH 

'EH5 COMMONWEALTH IN ENGLAND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEVENTEENTH 

CENTURY, THEY DERIVED FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

THE HISTORIAN LECKY MAKES THIS INCISIVE OBSERVATION: 

"IT IS AT LEAST A HISTORICAL FACT THAT IN THE MAJORITY OF 

INSTANCES THE EARLY PROTESTANT DEFENDERS OF CIVIL LIBERTY 

DERIVED THEIR POLITICAL PRINCIPLES CHIEFLY FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, 

AND THE DEFENDERS OF DESPOTISM FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT. THE 

REBELLIONS THAT WERE SO FREQUENT IN JEWISH HISTORY FORMED THE 

FAVORITE TOPIC OF THE ONE, THE UNRESERVED SUBMISSION INC~CATED 

BY ST. PAUL OF THE OTHER." 



• 

- 9 -

OF THE PURlTANS, CAME TO THESE SHORES, THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM 

THIS HEBRAIC LOVE OF RlGH'IEOUSNESS, EARNESTNESS AND ~NCTITY, 

AND THEY BUILDED THEIR NEW WORLD COMMONWEALTH ON THE MODEL 

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

WHEN IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY THE 

AMERICAN COLONIES REVOLTED AGAINST ENGLAND, THEIR SPOKESMEN 

; f,a'.A,,.--\u 
AND,fEADERS FOUND THEIR AUTHORITY FOR THE REVOLUTION IN THE 

PAGES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT -- MOSES LEADING THE CHILDREN OF 

ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPTIAN SLAVERY; SAMUEL ADMONISHING HIS PEOPLE 

NOT TO ASK FOR A KING; NA THAN DENOUNCING KING fDAVID; ELIJAH, KING 

AHAB AND JEREMIAH, KING ZEDEKIAH. THE FIRST SEAL OF THE NEWLY 

ESTABLISHED GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STA TES HAD UPON ONE SIDE 

OF IT THE FIGURE OF MOSES LEADING THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OUT OF 

EGYPT. ON THE LIBERTY BELL WHICH IS NOW IN PHILADELPHIA, THEY 

INSCRIBED THE WORDS FROM THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS: "PROCLAIM LIBERTY 

THROUGHOUT THE LAND UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF." 

SO DOWN TO THE VF-RY CLOSE OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY WE 

1i 
FIND THE SPIRIT OF ISRAEL -- ACTIVE, LEAVENING, AND POWERFUL IN ,.. 
THE MOLDING OF THE THOUGHTS OF MEN AND NATIONS. 

WHAT ARE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ISRAEL IN THE MODERN WORLD? 

I SHOULD LIKE TO DWELL A MOMENT UPON THE CONTRlBUTION OF ISRAEL 

TO THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE PEOPLES OF EUROPE. ISRAEL MADE 
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ESSENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS OF THE 

EUROPEAN PEOPLES. IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN CAPITALISM, 

ISRAEL PLAYED A 1ECISIVE ROLE. BECAUSE OF HIS INTERNATIONAL 

CONNECTIONS AND BECAUSE OF HIS CONSTANT MIGRATIONS, SOME IN

VOLUNTARY AS A RESULT OF EXPULSIONS AND SOME VOLUNTARY AT THE 

BEHEST OF TRADE -- THE JEW IN THE MIDDLE AGES BECAME A LEADER 

IN COMMERCE AND TRADE. THE FEUDAL SYSTEM CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF CAPITALISM AMONG THE JEWS. JEWS WERE EXCLUDED 

'-~ I.J'o.,.,_T" I --~ -
FROM THE THREE ESTATES INTO WHICH FEUDAL SOCIETY WAS ORGANIZED, 

" AND SO THEY CONCENTRATED ON COMMERCE, TRADE AND THE PRO

FESSIONS. THE JEW WAS FORCED OUT OF MANY ACTIVITIES IN WHICH HE 

NORMALLY MIGHT HAVE ENGAGED. HE WAS MORE OR LESS RESTRICTED 

TO THE ONE OCCUPATION OF MONEY-LENDING. AS A RESULT, THE JEW 

BECAME THE BANKER OF THE MIDDLE AGES AND DEVELOPED NEARLY 

ALL OF OUR MODERN AGENCIES OF CREDIT AND .JXCHANGE UPON WHICH 

COMMERCIAL LIFE TODAY IS BUILT. HE ORIGINATED THE SYSTEM OF 

SECURITIES AND THE DISCOUNTING OF BILLS. HE FLAYED A LARGE PART 

IN THE FOUNDING OF THE STOCK EXCHANGE 

AND JUST AS JEWS FLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF MODERN CAPITALISM -- BANKING, CREDIT, CORPORATIONS -- SO DID 

THEY PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALISM, THE 

ANTITHESIS OF CAPITALISM. THE CLASSIC TEXT-BOOK OF MODERN 

SOCIALISM WAS WRITTEN BY A JEW -- KARL MARX. LENINISM OR COM

MUNISM WHICH IS TODAY TRIUMPHANT IN HALF THE WORLD IS A DETAILED 
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.-'.~RL MARX. HIS WAS THE BLUE-PRINT AND HE WAS THE FATHER OF ,-
THE FAMOUS COMMUNIST MANIFESTO OF 1848. THUS, IN BOTH SPHERES 

OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT -- IN CAPITALISM AND IN SOCIALISM, JEWS PLAYED 

A MOST DECISIVE ROLE. mtil,~ PASSING, IT MIGHT BE SAID THAT FOR 

. h ~~"" '-~~IA.IV\V ~ ," J 
THE SINS OF B01\i/HE JEWISH PEOPLE WAS MADE TO PAY A TERRIBLE 

PRICE. 

IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT OUR PEOPLE WON TH 

ENFRANCHISEMENT IN MODERN TIMES ONLY WITH THiif"'l.RE CH REVOLUTION. ,-. 
Aft& YET, IN SPITE OF THE LEGAL DISABILITIES AND THE RESTRICTION 

OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, IN SPITE OF BEING GHETTOTIZED 

AND ISOLATED FROM THE SURROUNDING CULTURES OF THE DAY, THE 

JEWISH MIND CONTINUED TO FUNCTION CREATIVELY IN ALMOST EVERY 

SPHERE OF HUMAN THOUGHT RIGHT THROUGH THE MIDDLE AGES DOWN TO 

OUR DAY. 

TAKE SPINOZA! IF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO CLAIM 

CREDIT FOR HUME AND BERKELEY, AND THE FRENCH FOR DESCARTES, 

AND THE GERMANS FOR KANT, THEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE HAS AN EQUAL 

RIGHT TO CLAIM CREDIT FOR SPINOZA. SPINOZA WAS A JEW, BORN A 

JEW, EDU CA TED AS A JEW. HIS FIRST OOOKS WHICH HE STUDIED WERE 

HEBREW BOOKS; HIS FIRST CONTACT WITH PHILOSOPHY WAS THROUGH 

THE WORKS OF HEBREW PHILOSOPERS. AND NO MAN INFLUENCED 

EUROPEAN THOUGHT ).lfii)ft'[ IN THE L.16T THREE HUNDRED YEARS MORE THAN 

BARUCH SPINOZA. 
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SPINOZA'S THOUGHT WAS ESSENTIALLY JEWISH IN SPITE OF THE 

FACT THAT THE AMSTERDAM JEWISH COMMUNITY EXCOMMUNICATED HIM. 

THERE WERE POLITICAL REASONS FOR THAT EXCOMMUNICATION. SPINOZA'S 

THEOCENTRIC THOUGHT, HIS EXALTED ETHICAL IDEALISM, HIS NOBLE 

FAITH IN THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN LIFE AND IN THE CAPACITY OF MAN 

TO RISE TO LIMITLESS HEIGHTS OF SELF-DEVELOPMENT -- THESE ARE 

FUNDAMENTAL JEWISH CONCEPTS IN O NeE WITH THE BEST TRA-

DITIONS OF JEWISH THOUGHT. 

IT WAS A JEW, DAVID RICARDO, WHO FOUNDED THE SCIENCE OF 

FOLITICAL ECONOMY; IT WAS A JEW, LAZARUS, WHO FOUNDED THE 

SCIENCE OF RACIAL PSYCHOLOGY; IT WAS A JEW, FREUD, WHO FOUNDED 

THE SCIENCE OF PSYCHOANALYSIS; IT WAS A JEW, MICHAELSON, WHO 

PIONEERED IN THE FIELD OF MA THEMA TI CAL PHYSICS AND DISCOVERED 

THE SPEED OF LIGHT. IT WAS ANOTHER JEW, ALBERT EINSTEIN WHO 

USHERED IN THE ATOMIC AGE. WERE ONE TO ATTEMPT TO ENUMERATE 

THE ROLE WHICH JEWISH PHYSICIANS PLAYED IN THE SCIENCE OF MODERN 

MEDICINE, ONE WOULD NEED MORE THAN AN HOUR MERELY TO ENUMERATE 

THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED VITAL DISCOVE>RIES IN THIS 

SPHERE -- A SPHERE IN WHICH JEWS HAVE BEEN PRE-EMINENT FROM 

EARLIEST TIMES. 
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ONE FINDS JEWS TODAY IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE ARTS -

DECORATIVE AR TS, PICTORIAL ARTS, PLASTIC AR TS, .TJi;MUSIC AND 

THE DRAMATIC ARTS. IN SCIENCE THERE IS HARDLY A BRANCH OF PHYSICS, 

CHEMISTRY, MATHEMATICS, ASTRONOMY IN WHICH ONE DOES NOT FIND 

JEWS IN THE- VERY FRONT RANKS. THE NUMBER OF JEWISH NOBEL 

PRIZE WINNERS EXCEEDS BY FAR THEIR PROPORTION TO THE TOTAL 

POPULATION. 

IN THE REVOLUTIONARY UPRISINGS IN THE LAST ONE HUNDRED 

YEARS, WHEN "f'f~·? FOUGHT FOR THEIR POLITICAL LIBERATION, 

IN HUNGARY, AUSTRIA, GERMANY, FRANCE, OR RUSSIA, ONE FINDS ~ 

~of 
SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF OUR PEOPLE AMONG THEIR HONORED LEADERS, ,._ 

HEROES AND MARTYRS. OF THEM IT MIGHT BE SAID WHAT THE FORE-

MOST GERMAN LYRIC POET, HEINRICH HEINE, SAID OF HIMSELF: 

"WHETHER MY SONGS ARE PRAISED OR BLAMED MATTERS LITTLE 

TO ME; BUT ON MY GRAVE LAY A SWORD; FOR I WAS A SOLDIER IN THE 

WAR FOR THE LIBERATION OF MAN." 

WHEN YOU REALIZE THAT OUR NUMBERS WERE ALWAYS, AND ARE 

'JiODl'I.Y RELATIVELY FEW IN COMPARISON WITH THE VAST POPULATION 

OF THE WORLD, AND WHEN YOU REFLECT UPON THE EXTRAORDINARY 

CONTRIBUTIONjWHICH JEWS HAVE MADE TO THE SUM TOTAL OF HUMAN 

s1, 

KNOWLEDGE IN MODERN TIMES, YOU ARE FILLED WITH A SENSE OF PRIDE• 

UNDOUBTEDLY THE INBRED JEWISH LOVE OF LEARNING, THE PRIORITY 

GIVEN AT ALL TIMES TO STUDY AND EDUCATION, THE CENTURIES OF 
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TRAINING WHICH THE JEWISH MIND RECEIVED IN SCHOOLS AND TALMUDIC 

ACADEMIES, HELPED TO NURTURE THEIR INTELLECTS AND SHARPEN 

COLLECTIVELY, ISRAEL'S GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO MANKIND 

IS, I BELIEVE, ITS CONSTANCY THROUGH THE AGES TO TWO FUNDAMENTAL 

IDEALISM. IF THERE IS ONE STRAND WHICH 

RUNS CLEAR AND DISCERNIBLE THROUGH THE ENTIRE TAPESTRY OF OUR 

PEOPLE'S ... HISTORY, IT IS THIS: GOD AND MORALITY. IN THE ANCIENT 

WORLD OF IDOLATRY, SUPERSTITION, SLAVERY AND DESPOTISM, ISRAEL 

PREACHED GOD AND~ IDEALISM; IN THE GRAE CO -ROMAN WORLD 

OF DECADENCE, ISRAEL PREACHED GOD AND IDEALISM; IN 

THE DARK AGES OF CRUELTY, FANATICISM AND IGNORANCE, ISRAEL HELD 

IDEALISM. AND IN THE MODERN 

WORLD OF MATERIALISM, OF/\RACIAL AND ECONOMIC STRIFE, ISRAEL 

STILL HOLDS ALOFT THE IDEALS OF GOD AND~~~lfi IDEALISM. THIS 

UNBROKEN SPIRITUAL MINISTRY, THIS HEROIC~~~CE THROUGH THE 

" 
AGES, IS PERHAPS ISRAEL'S GREATEST GIFT TO MANKIND. 

IT IS MY CONVICTION THAT ONLY AS WE REMAIN TRUE TO THESE 

NOB:b6 l'MWfE!~ THAT WE SHALL CONTINUE TO PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN 

CIVILIZATION. 

WHEREVER WRONG IS ENTHRONED, WHEREVER INJUSTICE 

DEVASTATES LIFE, WHEREVER TYRANNY OPPRESSES MANMIND, WHEREVER 
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HATE SETS MAN AGAINST MAN, THERE THE SONS AND THE DAUGHTERS 

OF ISRAEL SHOULD FIND THEIR INSTANT CHALLENGE. WHEREVER 

MATERIALISM THREATENS TO DOMINATE HUMAN THOUGHT, WHEREVER 

MORAL LAXITY SETS IN, WHEREVER SELF-INDULGENCE AND VULGARITY 

BEGIN TO MAKE LIFE UGLY AND DESOLATE, THERE JEWS SHOULD BE 

FOUND IN THE VERY FRONT-LINE OF ATTACK. IN THIS SENSE, AND IN 

THIS SENSE ONLY, CAN JEWS CLAIM TO BELONG TO A PEOPLE CHOSEN AND 

SET APART BY DESTINY -- AN , {, J!o F1 

WHEN I BEHOLD JEWS TRYING TO COMPETE WITH NON-JEWS, 

NOT IN THE FIELDS OF INTELLECTUAL PURSUI:TS AND THE THlNGS WHICH 

CONTRIBUTE TO HUMAN PROGRESS, WHEN I BEHOLD JEWS TRYING TO OUT

DO, OUT-PLAY, OUT-BUILD AND OUT-SHINE THE NON-JEW IN MATERIAL 

PURSUITS ALONE, I FEEL THAT THEY HA VE SOMEHOW LOST CONTACT 

WITH THE HEROIC SPIRIT OF THEIR RACE, THAT THEY HAVE DISSOLVED 

THE TIES OF SPIRIU'UAL KINSHIP WITH THE GIANTS OF THEIR RACE, WITH 

THE GENIUS OF THEIR RACE. 

EVEN A BRlEF SCANNING OF OUR HISTORY IS SUFFICIENT TO 

CONVINCE MEN THAT IN SPITE OF TRIBULATIONS, DISPERSIONS AND 

PERSECUTIONS, OUR PEOPLE HAS EXERCISED A MIGHTY INFLUENCE UPON 

CIVILIZATION. IN THEM THE ANCIENT PROPHECY HAS BEEN FULFILLED: 

"AND THE REMNANT OF JACOB SHALL BE IN THE MIDST OF MANY PEOPLES. 

AS DEW FROM THE LORD, AS SHOWERS UPON THE GRASS, UNLOOKED FOR 
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AND UNAWAITED BY THE SONS OF MEN." I AM ALSO CONVINCED THAT 

OUR PEOPLE HAS NOT YET SAID ITS LAST SAY IN THE WORLD, NOR 

BESTOWED ITS ULTIMATE BLESSING. 

ROME IS DEAD; GREECE IS DEAD: BABYLON IS DEAD; EGYPT 

IS DEAD. THESE PEOPLES WHOM WE KNEW THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO -

MIGHTY AND POWERFUL PEOPLES, -- ARE DEAD. ISRAEL LIVES, LIVES 

AFFIRMATIVELY AND CREATIVELY IN THE WORLD TO THIS DAY. 

AS JEWS WE HAVE TWO THINGS TO DO IN THE WORLD. FIRST, AS 

INDIVIDUALS WE MUST SEE TO IT THAT WE ARE ALWAYS MARCHING WITH 

THE BEST AND MOST ADVANCED THOUGHT OF THE WORLD; THAT WE 

DEVELOP OURSELVES TO THE HIGHEST POINT MENTALLY, SPIRITUALLY, 

MORALLY. OUR STRENGTH THROUGH THE AGES HAS BEEN THE STRENGTH 

OF IDEAS. OUR FORTRESS WAS NEVER THE MOATED CASTLE, NEVER 

THE ARMOR OF STEEL. IT WAS ALWAYS THE FORTRESS OF THE MIND 

AND THE HEART. THERE NO HOSTILE ARMIES, NO BIGOTRY AND NO 

INTOLERANCE COULD REACH US. OUR SECURITY IN THE FUTURE MUST 

LIE IN THE SAME IMPREGNABLE CITADEL -- THE MIND AND THE HEART. 

WE MUST NEVER PUT OUR FAITH IN POSSESSIONS, IN WEALTH, 

IN NUMBERS OR EVEN IN THE GOOD WILL OF OUR NEIGHBORS, BECAUSE 

THESE ARE SHIFTING AND INCONSTANT. AS IN THE PAST, WE MUST PUT 

OUR TRUST IN INTELLECTUAL COMMITMENTS AND IN SPIRITUAL DEDICA

TIONS. THERE WE ARE INDEFEASIBLE, ETERNAL. 
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SECONDLY, WE MUST EXERT OURSELVES TO THE UTMOST TO 

ESTABLISH IN THE WORLD AND TO BUILD INTO THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY 

THE TWO LIFE-MOTIFS WHICH EMANATED FROM THE VERY SOUL OF OUR 

PEOPLE: GOD AND HUMANITY. WE MUST LIFT THAT TORCH HIGH THROUGH 

THE DARKNESSES OF THE WORLD, UNDER ALL CONDITIONS AND CIRCUM

STANCES. SOMETIMES THAT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT AND FRAUGHT 

WITH DANGER. BUT THAT IS OUR SACRED COVENANT AND THE COMPULSION 

OF OUR MISSION. THE WORLD NEEDS THESE TRUTHS TODAY AS MUCH AS 

IT NEEDED THEM IN THE PAGAN WORLD, IN THE GRAECO-ROMAN WORLD, 

IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 

MEN HAVE DRIFTED AWAY FROM GOD. THEY HAVE DRIFTED INTO 

A NEO-PAGANISM. THEY HAVE PLACED THEIR FAITH IN THE CREATIONS 

OF THEIR OWN HANDS, IN THE POWER OF SCIENTIFIC MACHINES, IN MIS

APPLIED APPLIED SCIENCES. THESE MACHINES ARE NOW TURNING UPON 

THEM READY TO REND AND DESTROY THEM! 

THE WORLD NEEDS GOD TODAY AS IT NEVER NEEDED HIM BEFORE. 

THE WORLD TODAY NEEDS THE JEWISH IDEALS OF JUSTICE AND BROTHER

HOOD AND PEACE MORE THAN IT NEEDED IT AT ANY TIME IN THE PAST. 

THE STRUGGLE WHICH HAS NOW ENGULFED OUR WORLD AND WHICH IS 

THREATENING TO DESTROY IT -- THE ECONOMIC STRUGGLE -- THE 

STRUGGLE OF THE MASSES AGAINST THE CLASSES; OF THE DISPOSSESSED 
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AGAINST THEIR EXPLOITERS CAN ONLY BE RESOLVED BY APPLYING 

COURAGEOUSLY ISRAEL'S ANCIENT CODE OF MORAL SANITY, JUSTICE, 

FAIRNESS, FREEDOM AND PEACE FOR ALL MEN. 

A MARVELOUS HERlTAGE IS OURS, AND A MARVELOUS HISTORY! 

AN EQUALLY MARVELOUS FUTURE AWAITS US. IF WE PROVE OURSELVES 

WORTHY OF OUR GREAT PAST, WE SHALL BE FOUND WORTHY ALSO OF 

A GREAT FUTURE. 
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When we l'ea ,h the se renth century of the Com l.On Era, Judais n as 
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·o piso es in .. ev~ish hi -- of·en as d e o_ cd ·r.. the l e Aga.d i e 
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"La Ilaha Illa' A_la :i" is ::-. re-staten1ent of t e tion o the ·a· h ~ 

Israel - 1tHea_ 0 s ae , ·h~ Lord our Go he _,o? 1s o. e." he c 

of ivini -y Y ich !- 1!0 1am 1e ga .re to his ople ... d a ... on . spir· al. 
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c. ose onto a tho .. sa _ • yea 

But 1i~e 1-:e ..., 

ettles over Eu1·ope. 
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he .Axabe, which -·hey h2.d taken over from the I-icllenistic wo ·ld, flowed ::1to 

V{estel'n Europe .. This p:::epa-·e ·l tl e day for the int-ellectual -e-av.rakening ol th 

peoples of ..!..urope, o:r the 1"ev::.;;-al of learning in he thi "teenth century. 

Jews "'ho kne.,, Arabic helped in the translation of the works of Arz.b 

scholars into La.tin. Vv e are in possession of hundr~ds of ,vo ks on rned'. ci. , 

logic., philosophy, mathemati_s. which Jews in ':he l\4iddle Aqes translated f.i.Om 

the .Arabiic, first i:. .o He l:"'e~ • , nd then, by thernselves o:.· by otLer ha. ds, i.'lto 

Latin. It is through hese ~rar..slated works that "'he p oples o. Europe beca Ae 

a\vare again oi' the 1·ich cLl ·ural legacy of the ancient G!'eeks.. It is thT!Y1gh "_1es 

ranslations that they came to :~now again Aris ·otle · Plato, and Eu lid.. This 

quic .. ned '·heir minds an sed them from the ong cen .:r:es of intel ec ·ual 

slun-i'be ... 

J 

Ch lsti n though u vrites Jr -=essor Charles Sir1ge:;.•, 1 ·:he rnost h:ripo·· ·ant ·1e • 

Ave ·roes, .r1aimon id.e,;,: 

Avie b .. on., w re t __ ernse ves J ?\rVS. The other tv'Jo, .Ave-;,:-.~•oes and Algaz l -.., ? 

erha_ n the mos· .idely i.·c ~ a :.ci. of all ph·losophe::-s a .10- g the ev..-s. • d t, e:r 

pre sen ation to the \Vest -M~"' _ .. _ge y by •Jewish ha:. ds. J is, thexefo!~e th· ca~e 

~hat, ev n apart +·ron1. he· .. r le in the direct tra smiss· on of tex ·s, the Je'\l s 

\Ve e of importanc~ in :u ·tldin(Y the Western out ool- ·r .. the pe io of high cho '18-

ti .... is If ·he 01nina t "ophy · of the Middle Ag • :i.n e rly nenaiG3 nc . 

Th e 0 ft e 1/i. .Aaes were a lea • nf!ue ce :n Eu • p · , .. 

ivil·,,.a i :i • 1hi.c 1 i inh r· d, to +he Wester. world .. 
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- - includ:ng s hol s

rof sso Harry 
V r olfso of Harvard, at t e conclusion o .1 is mo 1 menta work o 

philosopher of he first centu y, Philo. writes: 

Jewish 

''1'1ed·aeval philosophy is he histo y of the philosophy of P il . _ or , 1-
nigh seventeen centuries this Philonic philosophy don .. ina ed Eu opea thought 
1
o • ing real , ne-w happen d ir~ the hi~tory of European ph -~ osoph/ 

1
ring that 

e ·ten ed p~ r· o • '""he lo g succession of philoscph rs dur:1 g tha p iod~ f 01n 
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·inct·on a" inn ,a o s, naV"e only tr·ed toe pond, e2.ch ·n h·s o., 

-> ec·a1 dis-• 

pJ.i ciple la·d do-n by Ph.lo. To the qu_stio then, : 'V✓ l a.: is n 'n Philo?' 
t e answe1· is .,ha.: :t vas he who built up that ph:losophy,. jus as the an ""wer to 
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A 10:cd shou d be sai 

R formatio . Tha movem 

p· .. oza ?" is tha i • ·-s 1e whop lled ·t own. 11 

of Israel tc• ·he Prot .stant 

too, felt the i tpact of the spi:-·t of I _ ae . D 
the ifteenth ~nd sixtee th ce t ries, the stud, of Hebre v b ca e v J. y po la 
among sc olar. in E ·ope. 
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C:ath lie Ch re . U_tirnately, they ·-.ve!"e oved to challe g the authority of he 

ct·urch, itself. Protes antism, as you know denie the infallibility of the chu ·c 

and of i s supreme pontif the Pope. It p l aced in th i s ··ead the over- ·i ... g 

autho r ity of the Bible itse f. 

It may VJell be said hat the n1ovem n t back to I ebrew wa.::, one of ::.h 

\ 

determining factors in th radi a l r i g ious re fo :s:m moveme.nL of he sixte e t 

entury wl ich ·c knot/ as the Protestan t R efo rmatio£ . 

It is o.: special in~e1·est to note that in ne Protestant sect, the influe e 

of the Old Testament v.:as especially p reponde rant. I _efer ;o the Puritans . 

Puritanism was a ·ea ·tion agains t he moral l ooseness vhich ~ revailed in Enaland 

during and subseqccnt to the : n of Queen 1 • za h It was a moral a .. , v 11 as 

a the ologic reformation. The uritans turned to t e -d Testament for their 

i11spiration and ma e it thei i.e ·y o ;vn . It be an1 dominant in their thoug 1t and 

• 1 ir lives. 

In the _isto:ry of Israel they saw their ow histo ·y reflected The P r · tan s 

gave their childr n Old Testament names . They adop·:, , t . ve y speech and 

:diam of the Old T .... sta.1n nt. T y b e cam e ste ped in i s thought, mood ar1d t 1i al 

discipline . The p zsion J.0 r fr edom, which t e P ita11s m · nif st d and rh· c 'l led 

th _ to be 1ead a ing and to es· blish a com 1 0 n ealth • E land in th . iddl-

of · the seventeenth centu y , hey derived from t e Old Testament. 

The h"storian . Lecky, akes this i n cisi ve observ tion: 

''I .. i s --t east a isto.·· c al fact that in t he majo ity of in stances t e ear l y 

P ·otestant def nders of Civ:l "berty derived their pol ·t· c pri cip le s 

om the 01 ,. et, tame . d e fe de rs o f esp t ic m fro,. the New T stamen· . 
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The ebe_l • on t a were so fre ue t i Je dsh ist ry formed t e favo ·te opic 

of • he one. th un . er red s bm • ssion inculcated by St. Paul of t e other. '' 

\Vhen th Pi grim Fath rs, who were heirs to the spirit f he Pur·tans, 

came to t ese s o eo. hey b ou ht with them this Hebraic love of righteousn s. 

earnestn s and sanctity, and ·hey builded thei ne I o ld c .. monwealth on 

t e mod l of c O d Te vtament. 

When in e la ·ter half of the eigh ee th ce tu:r r ne 1- __ erican coloni 

e olted agains Engla d their spok sman and spiritual leade s found their 
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King Zedel-"ah4 T ... e first s a ...,f the ewly es ab i ... ed govoe ~nment off e U · · 

S atec:- ha pon one side ·-:. • figure of lv!ose s eaa.i :ig h Chi1 dr n of Is rae 

out of Egy t. On the Libe ty Bell which is now in Ph. adelph· , they insc ibed 

t e 1ords f om the ook o L-v· .:icus: "Proclaim Lib r y roughout th 

U.nto .A:ll the I. h b. tant f. II 
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is c_ ce h ·oug_ the 2.ges e r haps I srael's great st gift o man· ind. 

It i"' ny con ic"' · on ·hc::.t onl y a s we .r. ema e e o s pe.. tiv 
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s oul e f OU - in the re • ont- ·n f a ttack .... 1 
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ev to t _e t n to esta 

d to bu· J d into t s rue -e o_· soci ty the t\v ife- e 
fr 1n he re :··r sot i of Ol1 o le: God a,. d h nlc-ni·y. le m st Hf' tor .h 

dition circumstan 

sacr - co~.rc 1=:t.1 • an th on1p is ·o of our :n· ss·on. T e o d ne d t er:.: 

··ruth .. to- ..... • _s rr1.• 1 c 1 i' nee ed them in th~ .. aga wo .1 , :n th .. Gr"eco- 0 a 
'O ?" • 1 .,_ t e J 1 • d . . .. es. 

1en :_av~ ,~:if ·ed ·"" r.1riy from God. .. 1--~cy ave dri,. d i to a neo-pa · nism. 

T 1e 1a-.r • lace ,.a ·t i • the c eatio .. s of tb...,ir o,vn ha ds. in th p ,ve:-- of 
sci tific a h~nes, 1.1. 

-·.c 1ines a ',/ .. 
t ·rning up n .,_ em e and ~es~ro • h 

t da·, a. it ne , .. 1 0 4 T 
tod~y ee s h w·.s id fj s 'ic ar- bro ·l r od nd eac mo n 

e C it t :n t· C n Fa c•t. The st •,1 c:,gle has , ng _fed our 
d 1h' ch • ~ r. ·o d 3 oy it - - thu ~co1 o C ;:, ·,:uo- le -- t1e 

v,c r .r,g C o_ h ... G,.;,e a nc· t le clas,:Jes; of the s 0 s sse g it t t -ir 
.. rpJ.o: ·c s no .. 

s lv d y applying 11 t f 
y e l' cou .. ageo s y • ·a s a.nc2.e C 

_ ora. ity J fai freedom an p ce for ::i m n. 

.. a ve o n he ·i • s o xs an a ai·v .. lous l : ... to y ! e u 
mar e u ..:ut . . . f :ve prove our elv s :vo ,hy of o - gre 

al b orth a o of a grea'· future. 




