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' 
I HAVE REFLECTED MUCH THESE LAST FEW DAYS ON THE NATURE 

OF THE UNIVE R5AL SORROW WHICH THE WHOLE WORLD MANIFESTED AT 

THE SW· 1JEN AMB TRAGIC DEATH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. IT WAS CLEARLY 

YOUNG AMERICA AND TO ALL ~ WHO HAD THE HOPEFUL HEART OF YOUTH 

~~ ~RLD. HE WAS LIKE A YOUNG EAGLE SOARING HIGH. HE 

DID NOT BELONG TO TH ~D tTA TESMEN htiQ :Pe!!5t'f'!elll'!H:3 WHO WERE 

~~~&J. /-"' ~·. 
SA-YCW<f lfB HELD FAST IN ~ WEARY ROUTINES, 1NIIe-:WER U. 

i&Nf) Wtt(} JUE FE' 
DREAMING OF WORLDS FOREVER GONE/kJECAUSE Oi' TWKIR P:SRGfS'f'EM'f' ◄ 

~ 
THE H~LPLESS AGENTS OF RECURRENT iN~CiUf:AfflOUi't!h 

~\ 
DISASTERS. WAS THE TORCH OF A-:1~:W-i.i:li:aiiilltlliilliWi)-A NEW VIS! ON. 

l<.. ..u 
IN HIS ACCEPTANCE SPEECH AS THE DEMOCRAT NOMINEE FOR ~ 

I' 
PRESIDEN'¥HE DECLARED: "TOO MANY AMERICANS HAVE LOST THEIR WAY, 

THEIR WI'L AND THEIR SENSE OF HISTORIC PURPOSES. IT IS TIME FOR A NEW 

GENERATION OF LEADERSHI~ --NEW MEN TO COPE WITH..,.NEW PROBLEMS AND 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES"" A~Q Tl+!S PfEW G15HE1:ti\T!OH ftEt,PONDED 10 HIS -
~ 
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< AND IN HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS, LESS THAN THREE YEARS AGO, 

HE SOUNDED iiiip CLARION CALL: " LET THE WORD GO FORTH FROM THIS 

TIME AND PLACE TO FRIEND AND FOE ALIKE, THAT THE TORCH HAS BEEN 

PASSED TO A NEW GENERATION OF AMERICANS 11. A; MP THE NEW GENE TION 

------, ....... -~ 
RESPOIDED TO HIS SUMMONS AND \Mtf PX CHALLENGE. ~ WAS 

THEIR 'l'ftUEr Tt~~~~OKES A~ YobNG .IN YEARS AND YOUNG 

IN HEART., A OUO~T ~MR GIF'2'6 'Fll,.,1>1 GOLl!!I. ns Wsl\e8 

READY TO• . ~UTMODE "'-~ -I' SI~ AND BY THE 

FIRE OF A NEW FAITH BUILD TRgf-R NEW JERUSALEM. 

WHERE DID PRESIDENT KENNEDY FIND ~ TORCH WHICH HE 

DECLARED WOULD NOW BE PASSED TO A NEW GENERATION OF AMERICAN~, 

11A GENERATION BORN IN THIS CENTURY, TEMPERED BY WAR, DISCIPLINED 

BY A HARD AND BITTER PEACE, PROUD OF OUR ANCIENT HERITAGE"~ WHAT ,. 

WAS THIS ANCIENT HERITAGE? IT WAS THE HERITAGE OF THE FOUNDING 

FATHERS GP 'f'IH6 GOU1H'P~lf AND THE TORCH WAS FIRST KINDLED BY THE'-", 

b.is:ADEBS Oi"' TWiZ AM:i:lUCA.I>l PlkiOLUTlQJ)h PREStDEtqT KEf.JN~ TO USE 

THE WORDS OF ANOTHER MARTYRED PRESIDENT, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, i . 

I "RETURNED TO THE FOUNTAIN WHOSE WATERS SPRING CLOSE BY THE BLOOD 
f-' 

OF THE REVOLUTION". HE INVOKED THE\' SPIRIT WHICH GLOWS IN THE 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND,J'HE BILL OF RIGHTS OF 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATE~ .tWD HE CALLED UPON HIS GENERATION 

AS DID LINCOLN WHOSE LOVING AND FAITHFUL DISCIPLE HE PROVED TO BE, 

,, ~ 
TO COME BACK TO THE GREAT LANDMARKS OF THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE''. 
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"NOW, MY COUNTRYMEN, IF YOU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT DOCTRINES 

CONFLICTING WITH THE GREAT L DMARKS OF THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE; IF YOU HAVE ISTENED TO SUGGESTIONS WHICH WOULD 

TAKE AWAY FROM ITS GRA EUR AND MUTILATE THE FAIR SYMMETRY OF 

ITS PROPORTIONS; I.IF Y HAVE BEEN INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT ALL MEN 

ARE NOT CREA TED UAL IN THOSE INALIENABLE RIGHTS ENUMERATED BY 

OUR CHART OF L ERTY, LET ME ENTREAT YOU TO COME BACK. RETURN 

TO THE FOUN IN WHOSE WATERS SPRING CLOSE BY THE BLOOD OF THE 

REVOLUTIC)N. II 

HE APPLIED THE OLD IDEALS OF fflilMOC~EDOM AND" 

FQTJALPfY 1'801'. '.2\LL ME~J TO THE ~H~ PROBLEMS AND THE MENACING 

CONDITIONS OF ........ NEW AGE, AND THEY BECAME EVEN MORE LUMINous --
\J ASt_.Ji.d:.'I""\ 

MOREi' VELANT, -MORE IIRGEM'.Il.'l EE~~wz: THEY ';ERE FIRST 

PROMULGATED. AN UNBROKEN CHAIN OF/'~I':FY BINDS ~E 

KKX~X'.~»~ ~VO! II TlOHi\RY AGE OF WASHING TON, THE 

~~ AGE OF LINCOLN AND TH.BvREV9b6TI9NA:R.¥ AGE OF KENNEDY --
~, . ' 

THE STRUGGLE OF MEN FOR LARGER FREEDOM, FO UMAN RIGHTS, FOR THE ,. 
I\ ' f 1 l '/ 

DIGNITY OF MAN --THE SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHS --THE UNALIEANABLE RIGHTqw,_ 

IF YOU LIFT UP YOUR EYES FROM THE~GRAVE WHERE PRESIDENT 
" ➔--k( ~ 

KENNEDY NOW LIES AT REST, YOU WILL SEE NOT 4!!1i~ FAR A WAY THE 5 
tt:J 

LINCOLN MEMORIAL AND BEYOND THEWASHINGTON MONUMENT. MORE THAN 

TICAL VISIO 
T 

J.:J~!I-Sia~~'-QM;a~m~"M~~r'-i~~a..,. __ J/llt NEWEEST 
.,._ 

OF OUR NATIONAL SHRINES.. A CHORD OF SACRED MEMORY, OF~ A AND 
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PROMISE BINDS THEM INDISSOLUBLJ ~ETHER.- UNB OKEN COVENANT 

WHICH TIME AND AGAIN IS RENEWE~BY THE BLOOD OF .MARTY~ , 

I SAID, A MOMENT AGO, THAT PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS YOUNG --=t!III} 

AND APPEALED TO THE HEART OF Y UNG MERICA, BUT HE WAS ALSO 

~ .4~~~~~ ~-~ , 

WISE WITH THE WISDOM WHICH~ NOT ALTOGETHER AI.:tWA~S WISELY~ 

~ 
ASSOCIATE WITH AGE. lHS JA~S THE ARDOR AND ENTHUSIASM OF YOUTH 

BUT NOT ITS INEXPERIENCE. WE WAS W 

HE HAD VISION" 

~~ HEMII-.M REALITY. HE UNDERSTOOD HIS WORLD -- ITS DANGERS, 

eR H Y~TERJA. HE ~~~~o FULL WELL THE LIMITATIONS OF HIS OFFICE 
I\ 

WERE NOT UNLIMITED, AND THAT 

~EOOXIX e:::=J!E fftiPJff TIJa.T'ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY NO LONGER ASSURES 

US OF ABSOLUTE SECURITY. 11 HE UNDERSTOOD ALSO THE LIMITS OF 

MILITARY POWER. "THE BASIC PROBLEMS FACING THE WORLD TODAY~ 

fl!!I i'i:UE~,/'ARE NOT SUSCEPTIBLE OF A FINAL MILITAR SOLUTION". BUT 

~l FRUSTRATIONS 

~'.X DID NOT CAUSE HIM TO SEEK REFUGE IN INACTION. THE WISDOM OF 

'' THINE 

OUR SAGES SEEMS TOHµ GUIDED HIM.PH□l■ li IS NOT THE DUTY TO 

COMPLETE THE TAS K,.. NEITHER ART"fHou FREE TO DESIST FROM IT. 1I 
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~ 
IN A DANGEROUSLY POISED WORLD AND WITH ~AWESOME RE-

SPONSIBILITY RESTING UPON HIS SHOULDERS, HE MOVED CAUTIOUSLY, 

BUT HE MOVED. HE WI TH DELIBERATENESS AND CIRCUMSPECTION 

BUT HE ACTED. HE FAILED -- BUT HE TRIED AGAIN. HE WOULD NOT PERMIT 
' fr: 

HIMSELF TO BE ANGERED, OR DISHEARTENED, OR GOADED INT~ ,,L.A..,,,. 

BUT NEITHER WAS HE EVER FROM HIS 

UNDERSTOOD THAT THE ART OF GOVERNMENT WAS THE ART OF COMPROMISE, 
A 

BUT NEVER ON PRINCIPLE_;, HE STOOD IMMOVEABLE AS :rKK ROCK 00K WHEN 

THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF OUR CONSTITUTION OR THE BASIC RIGHTS OF MAN 
' 

WERE INVOLVED. HE WAS NOT A DOCTRINA~ HE KNEW HOW TO BEND 

AS A TREE BENDS BEFORE STRONG WINDS, BUT ROOT ALWAYS REMAINED 

~~ 1 ~~~,,,.. '..I 
FIRMLY SET IN THE EARTH. HE PROFITED FROM HIS M~TAK S AS HE DID ,. 
IN THE CASE OF 'PUE !flA:'.t OP' ~t6@1'"" CUBAN FIASCQ.,g.~ i;;.,_ 

HE SAW CLEARLY THE FIVE ESE TTING DANGERS OF OUR AGE. -JlE, 

H:EM8£LE Dis OtsAft8:r) TIL\.T HE ~S SUMMONED TO LEAD OUR NATION IN AN 

HOUR OF MAXIMUM DANGER, BUT WITH OPEN EYES AND A STOUT HEART HE 

CONFRONTED THEM.Jf?. E FACED THE DANGER OF THE NUCLEAR A 

"HOWEVER CLOSE WE SOMETIMES SEEM TO THAT DARK AND FINAL 

ABYSS, LET NO MAN OF PEACE AND FREEDOM DESPAIR ... IF WE CAN ALL 

PERSEVERE, IF WE CAN IN EVERY LAND . .. LOOK BEYOND OUR OWN SHORES 

AND AMBII'IONS, THEN SURELY THE AGE WILL DAWN IN WHICH THE STRONG 

ARE JUST AND THE WE~K ~EGURE AND THE PEACE PRESERVED." HE, MORE 

~ '( u ~ 
THAN ~OF use' BECAUSE ALL SOURCES OF INFORMATION WERE AVAILAB.U: 

TO HIM, .IRfDE!tS'ffiOD WHAT A NU CLEAR WAR WOULD MEAN TO MANKIND. 

"" 



"'- V 

\ 
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DETERRENT TO AGGRESSION AND WAR. BUT WHILE SO ENGAGED, HE 

EXPLORED EVERY FOGSfD:bE AVENUE TO DISCOVER SOME BASIS OF AGREEMENT 

Wl,TII A~,1ER1:G2At 16 PO'l'=ENTIAL Btl~M.Y, WHEREBY THE DANGER OF A NUCLEAR 
I 

:wIDR WAR MIGHT BE LESSENED. AFTE~ATED TRIALS AND FAILURES, 

HE SUCCEEDED IN ARRIVING AT AN AGREEM WITH THE SOVIET UNION 

ON A NUCLEAR TEST BAN WHICH BANNED NIDO-iEAR TESTS EVERYWHERE 

EXCEPT v~ IT WAS AN IMPORTANT KN ACHIEVEMENT EVEN THOUGH 
' 

IT WA~E,R. A GUARANTEE AGAINSTJ!t NUCLEA THE NEXT STEP 

""""~~~ic;:-~ rt, ~ 
AND THE NEXT. AND THE FINAL STEP R:I!~~~~~~~•~~~; BUT 

I~ _..._..___ n""l"'~'rJ If f 
FIRST STEP D TO BE TAKEN ND HE TOOK IT.- HE WAS QKHIIRIIBU OPPOSED 

T~ AN,;;~ RA~E WITH THE SO T ~ONI ---- W:, tl ~ ½ 
f' "If IS ... 0 R INTENT ON TO CHALLENGE SOVIET UNION, NOT TO 

./ 

AN ARMS RACE, BUT TO A PEACE RACE; TO ADVANCE STEP BY STEP, STATE 

BY STAGE, UNTIL GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT HAS ACTUALLY 

BEEN ACHIEVED." HE ARDENTLY PURSUED PEACE. IN THE SPEECH WHICH HE 

WAS TO DELIVER IN DALLAS THE DAY HE WAS ASSASSINATED, HE PECLARED: 

MEETING OF -
PORTUNITY TO SALUT -----·--

IT IS 
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" ~ STRENGTH WILL NEVER BE USED IN PURSUIT OF AGGRESSIVE 

AMBITIONS - - IT WILL ALWAYS BE USED IN PURSUIT OF PEACE. IT WILL 

NEVER BE USED TO PROMOTE PROVOCATIONS -- IT WILL ALWAYS BE USED 

TO PROMOTE THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES. 11 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY TRIED TO MITIG~ E THE BITTERNESS~ 

I~ rh:A ~~\ 
THJC: t;HJUi\~CF T E COLD WAR.fIN TI-IlS HE WAS FAR AHEAD OF MOST OF 

-~ \, 
OUR E SUMMED UP HIS ATTITUDE IN HIS INAUGURAL A DDRESS: ..... 

\) 
"JPmAbl-,Y~ TO THOSE NATIONS WHO WOULD MAKE THEMSELVES OUR 

ADVERSARY, WE OFFER NOT A PLEDGE BUT A REQUEST; THAT BOTH SIDES 

BEGIN ANEW THE QUEST FOR PEACE, BEFORE THE DARK POWERS OF DE

STRUCTION UNLEASED BY SCIENCE ENGULF ALL HUMANITY IN PLANNED OR 

ACCIDENTAL SELF-DESTRUCTION., 1 

"WE DARE NOT TEMP 

ARMS ARE SUFFICIEN 

THAT THEY WI EMPLO}E'f>. 

OMFORT FROM OUR FRESE T COURSE -- B 

OVERBURDENE BY THE COST OF MODERN GHTLY ALARMED 

Y SPREAD OF THE DEADL ATOM, YET BOT 

THAT UN ERTAIN BALANCE OFTER R THAT STAYS THE HAND OF MANKIND'S 

FINA 

"SO LET US BEGIN ANEW -- REMEMBERING ON BOTH SIDES THAT 

CIVILITY IS NOT A SIGN OF WEAKNESS, AND SINCERITY IS ALWAYS SUBJECT 

TO PROOF. LET US NEVER NEGOTIATE OUT OF FEAR. BUT LET US NEVER 

FEAR TO NEGOTIATE. 11 
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BUT HE WOULD NOT BE IMPOSED UPON. WHEN HE fSAW A CLEAR~ 

DANGER TO THE SECURITY OF AMERICA HE ACTED WITH A -FIRMNESS AND 

fo ~ -tl. .,,,, \/(M' 
DESPATCH WHICH ASTOUNDED THE WORLD -- AS WHEN HE~ UHRtJ~fietMS.,./ 

TO DISMANTLE THE LONG -RANGE MISSILE BASES IN CUBA. ~IE WAD COUR:AGJ!!""' 

~ 
TAKEN 9,i? IHI t A~iO OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLEJ'l AC ED WITH STARTLING 

,~ THE 

FORCEFULNESS, AS WHEN HE <Jl>MIPZ:XJ;HX COMPELLED ~POWERFUL STEEL 

D STATES TO RESCIND THEIR PRICE INCREASES 

AFTEJ1.fABO 

~~ 

TO AVER 

" HE WAS NOT AFRAID TO INCUR THE MOMENTARY DISPLEASURE OF HIS 

OWN PEOPLE. HE HAD COURAGE AND HE ADMIRED COURAGE. IN HIS BOOK, 

"PROFILES IN GOUR AGE" , HE SHOWED HOW THE COURAGE OF CERTAIN MEN IN 

LIFE SERVED AMERICA, EVEN THOUGH AT TIMES IT 

WRECKED THEIR OWN POLITICAL CAREERS. 

"IN WHATEVER ARENA OF LIFE ONE MAY MEET THE CHALLENGE OF 

COURAGE, WHATEVER MAY BE THE SACRIFICES HE FACES IF HE FOLLOWS 

HIS CONS ~NCE -- THE LOSS OF HIS FRIENDS, HIS FORTUNE, HIS CONTENT

MENT, EVEN THE ESTEEM OF HIS FELLOW MEN -- EACH MAN MUST DECIDE 

FOR HIMSELF THE COUREE HE WILL FOLLOW. THE STORIES OF PAST COURAGE 

CAN DEFINE THAT INGREDIENT -- THEY CAN TEACH, THEY CAN OFFER HOPE, 

THEY CAN PROVIDE INSPIRATION. BUT THEY CANNOT SUPPLY COURAGE ITSELF. 

FOR THIS EACH MAN MUST LOOK INTO HIS OWN SOUL. " 
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JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY LOOKED DEEPLY INTO HIS OWN SOUL. 

if HE SAW THE DANGER TO THE FREE WORLD IN THE CONDITION OF MISERY, 

IMPOVERISHMENT AND BACKWARDNESS OF THE UNDER-DEVELOPED 

~/ ~~ 
S OF TH~ WORLD. FREEDOM CANNOT THRIVE IN ~~~~~ 

WORLD WHICH CAN FIN~LIEF FROM INTOLERABLE ECONOMIC ,, 
CONDITIONS ONLY IN REVOLUTION. AND SO HE DEVELOPED AN EXTENSIVE 

\ 
PROGRAM OF AID TO THE DEPRESSED AREAS OF THE EARTH. CALLED 

INTO BEING THE "ALLI<llNCE FOR PROGRESS" TO HELP THE PEOPLES OF 

0 
CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA Ml■ A,tifST l'I.B3N1 IH MOBILIZllfG THEIR 

I '1f ~-Yw, 
OWN RESOURCES AND ENERGIES TO RAISE THE STANDARhf OF THEIR PEOPLE .. 

HE CREATED THE "PEACE CORPS"..,.-THE MOST NOBLE AND BEAUTIFUL ACT 
\ - ) h ,, ,,_ ~ 

OF ms CAREER# WIIICII Si!!N:BS OUR YOUTH THE FAR CORNERS OF THE 
,... ~~-,-- ~ 

EARTH TO SERVE WITHOUT ANY EXPECTATION OF WARD .,_i\~ TO BRING 

HELP, GUIDANCE AND HEALING TOlllX THE NEEDY OF THE WORLD.~ SAW 

" <A..- ~~.,,, • • 
THE DANGER TO OUR DOMESTIC PEACE AND OUR FREE ~iTP .. :ULIBII!tt:S~~'i' v,.., 

' ; ~ ...... ~ ..... re~ 
&Ji T CENTURY-OLD DISCRIM NATIO YH!H.~~~,Vflj~ r 

I' . .. A 
OUR COUNTRY AND HE AC ED WITH~ AND COURAGE IN THE FACE 

f, ~~ ~Ll-tlA 
OF VIOLENT RESISTANCE, CALUMNY AND BUSE. HE WAS jepC.CTO 

I' 
RESORT TO~SPJel~L ACTION WHICH WAS VERY DISTASTEFUL TO IBM 

WHEN BIGOTRY-BLINDED STATE GOVERNORS IN MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA 

DEFIED THE AUTHORITY OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES.,.. 

THE ~U..TTER 0P TME ~ DE-SECREGA-T¼eN- eF TIIEI 
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MURDER A#0 '.88fvfilitfG WHICH SHAMED AMERICA IN THE EYES OF THE WORL 
~i.. ~ ~~ ' 

XHK~ 'lHE~ Q~ E - ENi'OR.CED WI~ DE TERM-INA THAT 

FULL JUSTICE~ ~ TO THE NEGRO~liiLiil~...,., AND TIIAT THE DARK 

AGES OF SEGREGATION, DI·~•FRANCHISEMENtND DISCRIMINATION 

EMPLOYMENT 'ii! It D END FOR THEM. <J-E 

BILL ON c1v1L RIGHTs,_wwiGH 1s sxJ.~ PENDING~~ f!~ ~~Q:B:f:6:::Q.PPffe-

uNIT~I;>-S 1¥N'-E-S:" HE DECLARED: 

"A RlSING TIDE OF DISCONTENT ... THREATENS THE PUBLIC SAFETY ... 

THE EVENTS IN BIRMINGHAM AND ELSEWHERE HA VE SO INCREASED THE 

CRIES FOR EQUALITY THAT NO CITY OR STA TE OR LEGISLATIVE BODY CAN 

PRUDENTLY CHOOSE TO IGNORE THEM. " 

"THE RESULT OF CONTINUED FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE INACTION WILL 

CONTINUE, IF NOT INCREASE , RACIAL STRIFE -- CAUSING THE LEADERSHIP 

OF BOTH SIDES TO PASS FROM THE HANDS OF REASONABLE AND RESPONSIBLE 

MEN TO THE PURVEYORS OF HATE AND VIOLENCE." 

"WE FACE ... A MO~SIS AS A COUNTRY~ A PEOPL 
/ 

TIME TO ACT IN TH CONGRESS, IN YOUR STAT 

BODY, AND OVE ALL, IN ALL OUR DA 

IS CHAMPIONING OF THE RIGH OF THE NEGRO 

TWENTIETH CENTURY WHI C 

AFTER THE CIVIL WAR. 

INCOLN SET IN MOTION 
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HE SJSW THE D~GER OF 'PJltE INADEQUATE llRAIMII~G AND 
~~"~ 

EDUCATio~TtfiYO TH OF OUR NATION FOR THE NEW WORLD INTO 

WHICH THEY ARE MOVING. 

,,-----
/ HE RECOMMENDED BILLS TO IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL QUALITY, AND AT THE 

COLLEGE LEVEL, TO PROVIDE FEDERAL LOANS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF ACADEMIC FACILITIES AND FEDERALLY FINANCED SCHOLARSHIPS. 

/ "NEARLY HALF OF OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, HE DECLARED, LACK 

EITHER THE FUNDS OR THE F AGILITIES TO ATTEND COLLEGE. THE 

NATION CANNOT AFFORD TO MAINTAIN ITS MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AND 

PIECE IS NOT THE SIZE OF THE CANVAS AND THE GLORY OF A SONG IS 

NOT THE LENGTH OF ITS STANZAS. A SMALL POOL OF CLEAR WATER 
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HERE WAS +1FE REPLETE WITH THE BEAUTY OF NOBLE 

PURPOSES AND ASPIRATIO WHICH SET IN MOTION GREAT ENTERPRISES 
J 

RICH IN PROMISE..,FOR OUR NATION AND FOR THE WORLD. HERE WAS 

THE AMERICAN TRADITION Ew;: 'fQl E:RAUCE ARD aeon l/fILL, II OF MALICE 

~ smi-~ ~ t.M~ i 
TOWARDS NONE AND CHARITY FOR ALL" EMBRAGBB IN SUR U~'f'Ei:AliaEtt".f 

DOWN 
YOUNG LEADER, GI CALLY BROUGHT / IN THE SOARING MID-FLIGHT 

OF HIS RESPLENDENT CAREER. 

HERE IS HIGH SORROW FOR ALL OF US -- BUT ALSO HIGH HOPE/ ~ -~ 
THAT HIS LIFE WILL INSPIRE OTHER LIVES -- THAT OUR~':fiON' WILL 

LOOK TO HIS EXAMPLE, HIS MESSAGE AND HIS MISSION, AND, IN A CHASTENED 

SPIRIT, WILL v THE HATE WHI CH TURNS BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER, 

AND PEOPLE AGAINST PEOPLE,,-.~WILL RESOLUTELY ~~~~itll( 

WAYS OF PROGRESS AND PEACE. 

" -- ... 1..1 _) ~4~~ ,, 
~ ~ ~ ~~--r:;~,c,~ ~~~-/fu;:--=fR:Jr:-:-~~--f,~rf#'V'"-

\' \ 
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November 27, 1 J63 

My dear Lou: 

I an1 enclosing herewith the address, "TH..'J LEGACY 
OF A PRESIDENT", which I will deliver Sun ay morning 
as a tribute service which the Temple will hold. I hope 
that you will be able to publish it in full. I have given it 
to no other paper. 

V{ ith warmest regards and all good wishes, I remain 

1'Aost cordially yours, 

AHS:bfm 

Mr. Louis Seltzer 
The Cleveland Press 
901 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio - 44114 

ABBA HILLEL SlLVER 
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THE LEGACY' OF A PRESIDEN T 

Address delivered by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

at the 
Memorial Service of The Temple - Cleveland, Ohio 

Sunday, December 1, 1963 

I HAVE REFLECTED MUCH THESE L ST FE -·V DAYS ON THE NATURE 

OF THE UNIVERSAL SORROW WHICH THE WHOLE VIORLD fANIFESTED AT 

THE TR.AG C DJ:A f. OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. IT WAS CLEARLY NEI THER 

FORMAL . 7 CR PE F C TO . AT -r . E .. '"D L. T F:£ ~ - 1. 7 . Y LANDS 1-... E N 

MOURNED FC HL ,_ ,. S FO:" fi LC " T B?OTI-:..!.R, AS IF :-:I:: J_, RE PART OF 

/' 

\/ 

FELT THE I DEZ PEST J. TEED..,. PE OP LE F ALL A GES GR~VED FOR :-IL ! , 

BUT ESP.....,CIJ LL Y TI-I..,. YC G. THL F .._, I' S TALI T _- o:_. P:' ..- SI DENT KEUNEDY 

APPEALED E ECIALLY TO THE YOU f. OFT ',l RLD. 

HE / A S ~ YO P SIDENT A D HE SP ""T:E T O THE HEART OF 

YOUNG AJ:.. : RICA A D TO ALL V HO IL D -E HOPEFUL H.t!.ART OF YOU TH 

EVERYVIHE E IP THE ' WORLD. HE Vv AS LIKE A YOU G EAGLE SOARI ra HIGH. 

HE DID OT BE L01 G TO THE CA TE GORY OF T TIRE D OLD STA TESJ. .,.EN 

WHO WERE CAUGHT AND HELD FAST IN THEIR WEARY ROUTINES, D AMING 

OF WORLDS FOREVER GONE, THE HELPLESS AGENTS OF RECURRENT \VORLD 

Dl&SSTEBS. 

HE WAS DIFFERENT. THERE WAS DA\VN I HIS OUTLOOK AND 

SPRING IN HIS CALL. HIS WAS THE TORCH OF A NEW VISION. 
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IN HIS ACCEPTANCE SPEECH AS THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE 

FOR THE PRESIDENCY, HE DECLARED: "TOO MANY A 1ERICANS HAVE 

LOST THEIR WAY, TIIEIR WILL AND THEIR SENSE OF HISTORIC PURPOSES. 

IT IS TIME FOR A NEW GENERATION OF LEADERSI-UP -- JEW EN TO COPE 

WITH NEW PROBLEMS AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES. 11 AND IN HIS INAUGURAL 

ADDRESS, L SS !AN THREE YEARS AGO, HE SOUNDED A CLARION CALL: 

"LET T • ,;o D GO ro~T:-r FI:O: .. T ... 1IS Ii' ~.w N .. P t\ S TO FRIEND A .. !) 

OF AME RIC NS. '' THE TE\ f G.c ··E? -TIO.. ESPo ... - EDT t-ns su~1Mo s 

AND CHALL2 GE . ERE , 4 TL. ST, l S .. I TRUE L...JAD..!. R, THEIR 

ELOQUENT S -OI-'BSI\lA r JOUNG I 

TO LEAD THEM IN A tE Y 

BUILD A SALE ~-

H .!.A RT, REA LY 

D AND B THE FL·-£ F A NEW FAITH 

VIH-CJRE DID PRESIDENT I<EN.1. ,,EDY FIN::• THE TORCH WHICH HE 

DECLARED VOUL D NOV/ BE PASSED TO A EW GENi!.RATION OF AME RICA ·s, 

"A GENERP .. T O r BORN IN THI CENTURY, TE?,:P RED BY \'f AR, DISCIPLINEZI 

BY A HARD A TD BITTER PEACE , PROUD OF OUR ANCIENT HERITAGE"? 

WHAT WAS T ., US _ CIE TT HERITAGE? IT WAS THE HERITAGE OF THE FOUNDll G 

FATHERS A D THE TORCH \VAS FIRST KINDLED BY THE:tvr . TO USE THE 

VlORDS OF ANOTHER MARTYRED PRESIDENT. ABRAHA ... ~ LINCOLN, PRESIDENT 

KENNEDY .,RETURNED TO THE FOUNTAIN \VHOSE WATERS SPRING CLOSE 

BY THE BLOOD OF THE REVOLUTION". HE INVOKED THE SPIRIT WHICH 

GLOWS IN THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND IN T - L:LL OF RIGHTS 
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OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STA TES. HE CALLED UPON HIS 

GENERATION TIME AND AGAIN AS DID LINCOLN WHOS-CJ L OVIN G AND 

- FAITHFUL DISCIPLE HE PROVED TC 
...._ tt T 

;;...J I 

C8~ ~ L . CY TO THE GREAT 

LANDMARKS OF THE DECLA TION OF I TDE P EKDENCE ". 

HU MA 

HE ~ PPLIE D TH.,.... OLD I DEALS OF OU R COU TRY TO THE GRAVE 

_Cl • 

-r- n . - _.,. - " • • 
j,,,,.,J ...., . 4 '--' . ....,'-'- • """-'• 

HAIN OF FE V E1T T 

E AGE or L IN COLl 

THE DIGFIT Y 

LARGER Fur.:::: :.., e>.:. - , 0~ 

OF ?✓. AN -- "THE 3:£:L - - E IDS TT ,UT S 11 
-- :I m £ U 'i LI£! ABLE RIGHTS. 

11 

IF YOU L IF T UP YOUR EYES FRO; , ,:-,.r :; E .;..\.,.-.:s:: T", VE \VHE s 

PRESIDEN'I' YEl,l DY TOVl L IES A T REST , Y U ' IL L t::EE OT FAR A\TAY 

THE STA T ZL Y LIN COL :LE;. 10RIAL 
DEE ON D TI AT T ~ TOWERL.TG 

WASH! TGTC ! J. 0 "U:t-. .E 1 T . .ulORE THAN 11ER E OPTIC L VISION EMB RA CES 

THESE OLDEST A "'D 1E \ • ST OF OUR ATIO" L SHIU TES. A :.:BORD OF 

SACRED J. . E~ F R • OF OU DE.,. FAITH A D PRO- .. ISE Bl DS THEM INDIS-

SOLUBLY TOG TIIBR. THEY REPRESEN T OUR NATIO 'S UNBROKEN COVENANT 

WHICH Tl E A D AGAI IS RENE.WED FOR US BY T HE BLOOD OF OUR 1 ,A RTYRS. 

I SAI D A MOMENT AGO, THAT PRESIDENT KE EDY WAS YOU JG AND 

THAT HE P P EALED TO THE HEART OF YOUNG A _ERICA , BUT HE \V S 

ALSO WISE '/ ITH THE WISDOii Vv ICH J.EN, NOT AL T OGE THER WISELY, 

ASSOCIATE WITH AGE. HEH D THE ARDOR A D E TrlUSlASM OF YOUTH 
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BUT NOT ITS INEXPERIENCE. HE HAD VISION BUT HE "\VAS NOT A VISIO ARY. 

HE WAS AN URBANE, THOUGHTFUL, CULTURED, WE L L-INFORMED HUMAN 

BEING, FORCEFUL IN ACTION BUT TACTFUL AND MODE RATE IN SPE • CH 

AND MANNER. HE FACED REALITY. HEU ... D RSTOCD HIS WORLD -- ITS 
0 f- ,,~, 

DANGERS, ITS KNOTTED DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIO AL ~ ROBLE1'1S, SOWE I\ 

ALMOST T CO DIFF CULT TO UNRAVEL. HE UNDERSTOOD FULL WELL THE 

SET ALL TilI1 ,.S A I'!GF T . _z .!. ~~;\ L IZ :ZD TOC T I-Il :: --:-. - . P 0 1.VERS A ,. D 

RESOUR C...!., S • C P COU r:-r ... , GRE T _ S . r:_ .!. , ".' ~ .c.,RE NOT UiTLil ~ITED, 

"ABSOL ...., --·F .'.\LS)LUTE SE CURITY. " 

HE UNDERSTOOD ALSO THE LI ,:ITS OF ULIT-~ Y PC / ..:R. "THE BASIC 

PROBLE ... -S FAC G T HE ~1/ 0RLD TODAY RE O T SUS .CPTIBLE OF A FINAL 

MILITARY SOLUTIO . '' BUT THESE I E VITA " LE 1 Hi ! J TIONS AND TP...E.1.R 

ATTENDA T RUSTRATIONS DID OT CAU SE} I ,· T O SEEK REFUGE I .. IN

ACTIO . THE \VISDO OF OUR SAGE S SEEUS r;:o HAVE GUIDED HIM. "THINE 

IS NOT THE DUTY TO CO .. 1PLET • THE TASK BUT EITHE R ART THOU FREE TO · 

DESIST FROM IT." 

IN A DANG ROUS.....,Y POISED WORLD AND WITH AN A'\VESOME • -

SPONSIBILITY RESTING UPON HIS SHOULDERS, H • ~OVE D CAUTIOUSLY, 

BUT HE MOVED. HE ACTED WITH DELIBERATENESS A 1 D CIRCUMSPECTION 

BUTHEACTED. HEFAILED--BUTF..ETRIEDAGAI. E\VOULDNOT 

PERMIT HI 1SELF TO BE ANGERED, OR DISHEARTE TED, OR GOADED INTO 

QUICK REPRISALS BUT NEITHER WAS HE EVER DEFLECTED FROM HIS MAIN 
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PURPOSE. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE ART OF GOVERN ENT \V.PS THE 

ART OF COMPROMISE, BUT NEVER ON PRINCIPLES. HE STOOD IM

MOVEABLE AS A ROCK WHEN THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF OUR CONSTITUTION 
,-.I 

OR THE BASIC RIGHTS OF MAN WERE INVOLVED. .... V S TOT A DOCTR~IR,-

HE KNEW HOW TO BE TD AS A TREE BE DS BEFORE STRO TG Wh"'JDS, BUT 

HIS ROOTS ALWAYS RE.r INED FI ML Y SET IN TH..:!.. EAR TH. .a.E PROFITED 

FROM HIS MISTAKES AND THOSE OF HIS PRED CESSORS, AS HE DID IN 

THE CASE OF THE CUBAN FIASCO EARLY IN HIS AD .I ISTRA TION. 

HE SAW CLEARLY THE FIVE BESETTI G DA GERS OF OUR AGE. 

HE HAD BEEN SUW-i. ONED TO LEAD OUR A TIO I r AN HOUR OF MAXIMU _ 

DANGER, BUT\ IT .. OPEN EYES A DA STOUT HE RT • CONF ONTED THEM. 

"HOWEVE CLOSE \VE SOMETIMES SEEM TO THAT DARK AND FINAL 

ABYSS, LET NO /.A OF PEACE A T D FREEDO _ DZSPAIR ... IF WE CAN ALL 

PERSEVERE, IF Vf E CAN IN EVERY . A D ... LOOK --!.. YOJ. D OUR O\i N SHORES 

AND AMBITIONS, THEN SURELY T AG \VILL V r IN \ { HCH THE STRONG 

ARE JUST AND T-I WEAK SECURE AND THE PEACE P SE VED. 11 

HE FACED THE DA GER OF THE UCLEAR AGE. H • MORE THAN ANY 

OF US UNDERSTOOD, BECAUSE ALL SOU CES OF I FOR .1 TION WERE 

AVAILABLE TO HIM, WI-lAT A NUCLEAR /AR \VOULD J. i~A TO MANK! D. HE 

BUILT UP THE MILITARY ST NGTH OF OUR A TIO SO THAT IT lv1IGHT ACT 

AS A DETERREi T TO AGGRESSION AND WAR. BUT WHILE SO ENGAGED, HE 

EXPLORED EVERY AVENUE TO DISCOVER S01':E BASIS O AGREEMENT WHERE

BY THE DANGERS OF A NUCLEAR WAR MIGHT BE LESSE ED. AFTER MANY 
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REPEATED TRIALS AND FAILURES, HE sucCEEDED IN ARRIVI 'G AT AN 

AGREEMEN·T WITH THE SOVIET U 'ION ON A NUCLEAR TEST BAN WHICH 

BANNED NUCLEAR TESTS EVERYWHERE EXCEPT UNDERGROUND. IT WAS 

AN IMPORTANT AcHIEVEMENT EVEN THOUGH IT WAS NOT A GUARANTEE 

AGAINST NUCL AR WAR. THE NEXT STEP AND THE NEXT AND THE FINAL 

STEP STILL REMAINED; BUT THE FIRST STEP "BACK F O 1 THE SHADOW 

OF WAR" HAD TO BE T KEN A D HE TOOK IT. 

HE 'AS OPPOSED TO A AIU,.iS RACE iITH T • SOVIET UNION 

THOUGH II THE FEW BRIEF YEARS IN OFFICE, HEU °FO" TU TELY COULD 

MAKE NO HEAD · AY. 

"IT IS .. . OUR INTENTION TO CHALLE GE TH SOVIET UNIO , NOT 

TO AN ARMS RACE, BUT TO A PEACE RACE; TO ADV 

E STEP BY STEP, 

STAGE BY STAGE , Ul TIL GE ERAL A ' D CO P LE , ,,_ DIS RMA • T HAS 

ACTUALLY BEEN CHIEVED." HE ARDE TLY P JRSU • D PEACE, I THE 

~ 

SPEEcH WHICH HE VAS TO DELlV R l DAL1,_S THE DAY HE VAS ASSASSINATED, 

HE DECLARED: 
' 

"OUR STRE GTH WILL EVER BE US DI P URSUIT OF AGGRE SSIVE 

AMB1TlO S -- IT WILL ALWAYS BE USED PURSUIT 07 P EACE. IT 'llLL 

NEVER BE USED TO PRO .1.0TE PROVOCATIO S -- IT \ ILL ALWAYS BE USED 

TO PROMOTE THE PEACEFUL SETTLEME T OF D SPUTES," 

' I 

·: PRESIDENT KENNEDY TRIED TO .ITIGATE HE BITTERNESS OF THE 

COLD WAR. HE DID NOT HATE. I THIS HE WAS FAR HEAD OF ?, OST OF 

PEOPLE 1N WHOSE MIDST HATE NOW STALKS LIKE AD RK APPARITION, LIKE 

"A PESTILENCE 

T WALKETH IN DARK ESS, OR A DESTRUCTION THAT 

WASTETH AT NOONDAY" . . . HE SUMMED UP HIS ATTITUDE 1N HIS INAUGURAL 
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ADDRESS: 

"TO THCS E NATIONS WHO WOULD MAI£ THEMSELVES OUR AD-

VERSARY, WE OFFER NOT A PLEDGE BUT A REQUEST; THAT BOTH SIDES 

BEGIN ANEW THE QUEST FOR PEACE, BEFORE THE D ... RK POWERS OF 

DESTRUCTION UNLEASHED BY SCIENCE ENGULF ALL HUMANITY IN PLA NED 

OR ACCIDENTAL SELF-DESTRUCTIO ••• 

"SO LET US BEGIN ANEW -- REMEMBERING ON BOTH SIDES TH T 

CIVILITY IS NOT A SIGN OF WEAKNESS, AND SINCE Y IS ALWAYS SUBJECT 

TO PROOF. LET US NEVER NEGOTIATE OUT OF FEAR. BUT LET US NEVER 

FEAR TO NEGOTIATE. 
11 

BUT HE WOULD NOT BE IMPOSED UPON. ~HEN HE SAW A CL:::. 

AND PRESENT D NGER TO THE S CURITY OF A rRIC H ACTED WITH A 

FIRMNESS AND DESPATCH WHICH ASTOU DED THE WORLD -- AS WHEN HE 

FORCED THE SOVIET UNION TO DISMANTLE THE LONG-RANGE ~ ISSILE BASES 

IN CUBA. WHEN HE FELT THAT AN U FAIR ADVANTAGE WAS BEING TAKEN 

OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, HE AGAI ACTED WIT STARTLING FORCEFUL-

NESS, AS WHEN HE COMPELLED THE POWERFUL S EEL COMPA IES OF 

THE UNITED STATES TO RESCIND THEIR PRICE I CREASES AFTER HE HAD 

PERSUADED AMERICAN LABOR TO ACCEPT LOWE T GE TERMS IN ORDER 

TO AVERT NATIONAL INFLATION. 

HE \VAS NOT AFRAID TO INCUR THE MOME T Y DISPLEASURE OF 

, 
HIS O !v'N PEOPLE. HE HAD COURAGE AND H AD IRED COURAGE. IN HIS 

BOOK, "PROFILES IN COURAGE", HE SHOWED HOW THE COURAGE OF CERTAI. 

MEN IN PUBLIC LIFE SERVED AMERICA, EVEN THOUGH AT TIME IT WRECKED 

THEIR VlN POLITICAL CAREERS. 



• 

- 8 -

"IN WHATEVER ARENA OF LIFE ONE MAY ME T THE CHALLE TGE 

OF COURAGE, VlHATEVER MAY BE THE SACRIFICES HE FACES IF HE FOLLOWS 

HIS CONSCIENCE -- THE LOSS OF HIS FRIENDS, HIS FORTUNE, HIS CO TENT

MENT, EVEN THE ESTEEM OF HIS FELLO"\V ME -- EACH MAN MUST DECIDE 

FOR HIMSELF THE COURSE HE \V"ILL FOLLOW. THE STO 

CAN DEFINE THAT INGREDIE T -- T • Y CA TEACH, THEY CAN OFFER 

HOPE, THEY CAN PROVIDE INSPIRATIO . BUT THEY CA_ OT SUPPLY COURAGE 

ITSELF. FOR THIS EACH MAN MUST LOOK INTO HIS OVIN SOUL." 

JOHN FITZGERALD KE IEDY LOO... D DEEPLY I TO HIS O\VN SOUL. 

HE SA Vv THE DANGER TO THE F E WO LD IN THE CONDITION OF 

MISERY, I POVERISHMENT AND B CKWA D ESS OF THE UNDER-DEVELOPED 

COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. FRE.l:!.DOM , HE K E V, CA NOT THRIVE IN AN 

EXPLOSIVE RESENTFUL WORLD 1 HICH C N FI TD ITS LIEF FROlv1 IN ·· 

TOLERABLE ECO OMIC CO DITIONS O LY IN VOLUTI01 . AND SO HE 

DEVELOPED AN EXTE SIVE PROGRA f OF .ID TOT Di:..,PRESSED AREAS 

OF THE EARTH. HE CALLED INTO BEING THE "ALLIA CE FOR PROGRESS" 
\ 

TO HELP THE PEOPLES OF CENTRAL AND SOUTH A AE !CA, TO OBILIZE THE!:.. 

OWN RESOU ... CES AND ENERGIES TO RAISE THE ST DARD OF LIVING OF 

THEIR PEOPLE. HE CREATED THE ''PEACE CORPS", THE MOST NOBLE 

AND BEAUTIFUL ACT OF H S C REER. HE INSPIRED OU YOUTH TO GO TO , 
\ 

THE FAR CORNERS OF THE EARTH TO SE VE VfITHOUT ANY EXPECTATION 

OF MONETARY REWARD IN ORDER TO BRING HELP, GUIDANCE AND HEALING 

TO THE DESPERATELY NEEDY OF THE WORLD. 

F.E SAW THE DANGER TO OUR DOMESTIC PEACE AND OUR FREE 

INSTITUTIONS IN THE INDURATE, CENTURY-OLD DISCRI NATION TO • lCH 
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THE NEGRO CITIZENS OF OUR COUNTRY VIE E BEING SUBJECTED AND HE 

ACTED WITH ENERGY A D COURAG IN THE F CE OF VIOLENT RESISTANCE. 

CALUMNY AND PERSONAL ABUSE. HE WAS COMPELLED TO RESORT TO 

ACTION WHICH WAS VERY DISTASTEFUL TO HIM \VHE:N BIGOTRY-BLINDED 

STA TE GOVER.J.~ORS IN 1\-HSSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA DEFI'""'D T E AUTHORITY 

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES,. A DB THEIR SHAME

LESS DEFIANCE SPARKED RIOTS A D ACTS OF BO BI ,.GA TD 1URDER 

WffiCH SHAMED AMERICA IN THEE ES OF THE \VORLD. BUT HE WAS DE

TERMINED THAT FULL JUSTICE SHALL BE DONE TO THE EGRO AND THAT 

THE DARK AGES OF SEGREGA TIO , FRA CHISEMI: T A D D!SCRIMINA TION 

IN EMPLOYMENT SHALL END FOR THEM. HE RECOMME D£D A COMPRE

HENSIVE BILLO CIVIL RIGHTS TO THE CO GRESS OF THE U ITED STATES. 

HE DECLARED: 

11A RISI G TIDE OF DISCONTE T ... T RE TE rs THE PUBLIC SAFETY ... 

THE EVENTS I.L BIR U: GHA AND ELSEV/ HE • H VE SO I C EASED THE 

CRIES FOR EQUALITY THAT J)O CITY O STA TE OR LEGISLATIVE BODY. CAN 

PURDENTLY CHCOS TO IGNORE THEM. 11 

"THE RESULT OF CONTINUED FEDERAL LEGISLAT VE INACTION WILL 

CONTINUE, IF NOT INCREASE. RACIAL STRIFE -- C. USING THE LEADERSHIP 

OF BOTH SIDES TO PASS FROM HE HANDS OF REASO .. BLE AND RESPONSIBLE 

MEN TO THE PURVEYORS OF HA TE A D VIOLENCE." 

THE SINCEREST TRIBUTE WHICH THE CO GR SS OF THE UNITED 

' 
STATES CAN PAY TO THE MARTYRED PRESIDE:r TIS TO PASS TiiE CIVIL RIGHTS 

BILL NOW PENDING. IT \VILL BE A EVERLASTING ~IBMO IAL TO HI 1, EVEN 

.\S THE E11.ANCIPATION PROCLAMATION HAS EEN TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
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HE SAVI THE DANGER OF INADEQUATE EDUCA T ... AND TRA~""tllE.'~ 

FOR THE YOUTH OF OUR NATION FOR THE NEVv \V'ORLD INTO 'WHICH THEY 

ARE MOVING. OUR NATION NEEDED MORE SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND 

TEACHERS. "NEARLY HALF OF OUR HIGH SCHOOL G- DUATES."HE DE

CLARED. LACK EITHER THE FU DS OR THE F CILITIES TO A TTE rn COLLEGE. 

THE NATION CANNOT AFFORD TO !✓LAINTAIN ITS ( !LIT.ARY ESTABLISHME T 

AND NEGLECT ITS BRAIN-PO\VER." HE REC0.1. ME DED BILLS TOH PROVE 

EDUCATION L QUAlLil!'Y, A DAT THE COLLEGE LEVEL, TO PROVIDE 

-· ~~DERAL LQANS FOR THE CONSTRUCTIO OF ACADE~f!C FAlliLITL...,S TO 

01,.E CAN READILY POINT TO 1A Y OTH"'""R 1 0TABLE PROGRAMS 

L~ .( 
AND ACTIVITIES OF HIS PRESIDEN f CY. I T ALL F THL .. A: , HE \VAS : ,.1 -~- i.~-;.; . .,e. 

I'/ 

ENTIRE, OF ONE PIECE, A DEDICATED SERVANT OF JUSTICE, FAIRN~SS, 

FREEDOI\1 AND PEACE. HE Vi A0 OT ALVIA YS SUCC:C SS.,...UL. SUCCESS IS NOT 

ALWRl S THE MEASURE OF G , ◄ AT JESS. I--E 1l AS OT AL . AYS IN THE RIGHT. 

WHAT LEADER OF MEN EVE IS? 

MOST OF HIS \TORK REW..AINS UNCOW.PLETED, EVEN AS HIS LIFE WAS 

UNCOMPLETED. AT THE CLOSE OF EVERY VlORTHY CAREER, ~1UCH. UN

FINISHED BUSINESS REMAINS. HE DEALT IN NATION LAND WORLD ISSUES 

OF SUCH '\VIDE El~I J. SIONS THAT THEY COULD NOT DE SETTLED EVEN 

IN A LIFE-TIME J.1UCH LO 1GER THAN WAS GRANTED HI ,1 , BUT THE VALUE 

OF A MASTERPIECE IS NOT THE SIZE OF THE CA TVAS AND TilE GLORY OF 

A SONG IS NOT THE LENGTH OF ITS STANZAS. A S ALL POOL OF CLEAR 

,vATER !AY OFTEN REFLECT ALL THE GLORIES OFT HEAVE .. T ,. 

I" 
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HERE WAS A LIFE REPLETE WITH THE BEAUTY OF NOBLE PURPOSES 

AND ASPIRATIONS, WHICH SET IN lvn'TION GREAT ENTERPRISES RICH IN 

PROMISE FOR OUR NATION AND FOR THE WORLD. HERE VIAS THE AMERICAN 

TRADITION "OF Yi.ALICE TOV{ARDS NONE AND CHA TY FOR ALL'' EMBODIED 

IN AN INTREPID YOUNG LEADER WHO WAS TRAGICALLY B OUGHT DOWN IN 

THE SOARING MID-FLIGHT OF HIS RESPLE D T C REER. 

HERE IS HIGH SORROW FOR ALL O US -- BUT ALSO HIGH HOPE, HOPE 

THAT HIS LIFE WILL INSPIRE OTHER LIVES -- T OUR PEOPLE lILL LOOK 

TO HIS EXAMPLE, HIS l\.1ESSAGE A D HIS ISSION, Ar D , L.'l A CHASTE1 ED 

SPIRIT, WILL FOREGO THE HATE WHICH TURNS BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER, 

AND PEOPLE AGAINST PEOPLE, HOPE THAT THEY WILL RESOLUTELY PER-

SERVERE IN TnE WAYS OF PROG SSA D PEACE. 

"JONATHAN UPON THY HIGH PLACES IS SLAL. ... . 

"I AM DISTRESSED FOR THEE, MY BROTHER J ·· NATHAN. 

"HOW ARE THE lvHGHTY FALLEN!" 
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~ / November Z7, 1 63 

1y dear Lou: 

I an1 enclosing herewith the address, "THE EGACY 
0 A PRESIDENT", which I will deliver Sunday orning 

as a tribute service which the Temple will hold. I hope 
that you will be able to publish it in full. I have given it 

to no other paper. 

ith warmest regards and all good wishes, I remain 

st cordially y urs, 

AHS:bfm 

r. Louis Seltzer 
The Cleveland Pres 

01 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio - 44114 

AB HILLEL SIL VER 



ATE OF THE U ION: Pr senting his program t 
ongre s, K nn dy aid, " I peak today in an hour of na 

nl." (In background i Vice President John on.) 

VI E NNA : P remier 
on Rerl in o l e t th 
m t him in Vi nna 

!1J'IP1y llfeS u e 
• Kr11n .. r1y 

nd fi rm. 

THE NEW YORK T ES, SUNDAY, NOVE~IBER 24, 1963. 

LAOS : A major Communist effort to win control of this 
ountry brou$h he Pre ident hi first major crisis. Here 

at new conference he warn Communists to halt attack. 

ALT.,TAN 
the J, tin 
gram . H 

;ind P1 imr. Mini ter Mi1cmil1 n 
Bri t;1 in' milit;iry 

er ry Hom . 

BAY OF PIGS: After the failure of the landing, Eisen
hower met with Kennedy at Camp David and urged the 
nation to support the President fully on foreign policy. 

L: Th • fo t o 
se. Sho h at 
he d1 p £ U 

VIE AM : • • ion with n· 
a, lPrl thl' nrl , n. 

n er mar 

E3 

WESTERN ALLIANCE: To mee De Gaulle and under
stand his pomt of view was one of the rea ons Kennedy 
visited Pans (with Mrs. Kennedy) on his way to Vienna. 

C VI T hi ' • 
m h u ro 
discus th 



IN HIS OWN WORDS-KENNEDY'S REED AND HIS BASIC POLICIES 
I H s C EEO 
• 

• I On Fr cJom and Peace 
V "Peace and freedom do not come 

cheap, and we are destined ... to hve 
out most if not all of our lives in 
uncertaintv and c11q1len1e and peril." 

"Howev • r close we sometimes seem 
that dark and final abyss, let no 

man of p ace and fr edom despair 
... If we can all persevere, if we can 
in very land . . . look beyond our 
own shores anrl ambitions, then sure
ly the age ill dawn in which the 
strong are just and the weak secure 
and the pe ce preserve<l." 

~n the Roi of the U.S. 
l/ "Our strength as well as our con

victions have imposed upon this na
tion the role of leadPr in freerlom's 
cause. No role in history ould be 
more difficult or more important ... 
This nation was born of r volution 
and raised in freedom. nd we do 
not intend to leave an open road to 
despotism.'' 

"I thmk our people get awfully 
impatient and maybe fatigued and 
tired and say mg •we have been car
rying this burden [of foreign aid] for 
17 years, can't we lay it down!' We 
can't i:i c r) ". ·,·,<i I d ·n'L u•~ 
how we· are going to lay it down in 
this century." 

"I do not beheve tha any of us 
would exch nge pla e with any oth r 
people or any other generation. The 
energy, the faith, the devotion which 
we bnng to this endea.,•or will light 
our country and all who serve it
and the glow from that fire can truly 
light the world." 

On th~ Presidency 
"I \\ an t0 he ;:i Pn"~ictent. who 

responds to ;:i p1 oblrm not by hoping 
his uhordil1at .~ w•1l act, bu t b: 
directing- thrm to a t." 

''Whrn thin':!'.; nl'e ,-rry qui t and 
b autifull. • or;::anizPd I think it's tune 
to b conccmcd." 

Hi 

On th lVFst rn Allianc 
''Those :vho would ~ep, rate Europ 

from America or split one ally from 
another-would only ive aid and 
comfort to the men who mak th m-

lv s our ad •ers ri and welcome 
any West rn disarray," 

"The Umted States cannot with
draw from Emop , unless and until 
Europe should wish us gon . We can
not distinguish is defens "' from our 
own. We cannot diminish our con
tributions to Western security or 
abdicate the responsibility of power." 

On Disarmament 
"To 0 Tlher we ·hall • ve our plan ,t 

or togethe , e shall peri!"h in it 
flam s." 

"!L 1s ... <' r int nti n to c:h;:il
o,·ict Union, not to c1n 

rm r;:i~ , but tn a pc.•r. rar ; tn 
advance step b/ . tq. stag" hy "'tage, 
until gcner l an,J compl tP. ni~arma
ment hris ;:irtu;:illv € n ar.h1 verl.'' 

On Nrgoti~ting 
"Our p.:t tienr a th bargalntnr 

table is nearly in hau~tible . , . land] 

our hopes for peace are unfailing." 
''If they [the Soviets] have pro

pos,1.ls, not demands, we shall hear 
them. lf they seek genuine und4"r
standing, not concessions of our 
nghts, we shall meet with them ... 
\\' £> ~ha 11 . . . be ready to search for 
peac in qui t eYploratory tall s, in 
formal or informal meetings." 

United States and Red China, but 
between Red China. and India., be
tween Red China and her immediate 
neighbors to the south and even 
t-etween Red China and other Com
munist countries." 

·bOn The Common Mark t 
"If American industry cannot in

crease its sales to the Common Mar-
et and increase this nation's surplus 

of imports over exports, our interna
tional payments position and our 
commitments to the defense of free
dom will be endangered." 

i,lre dy tr e. It is a war of attempted 
ubjugation, and it will be resisted." 
"Our object [is] to permit the South 

Vietnamese to maintain themselves 
as a free and independent country and 
permit democratic forces within the 
country to operate." On the Berlin Issue 

On Latin America 
On Communist China On Vietnam 

"We're not wedded to a policy o~ 
hostility to Red China. It seems to 
me that Red China's policies are what 
create tension between not only the 

" 11 free men, wherever they may 
live. are citizens of Berlin. And there
fore, as a free man, I take pride in 
the ords 'Ich bin ein Berliner (l 
am a Berliner)'." 

"The source ot world tension and 
trouble is Moscow, not Berlin." 

"The systematic aggression now 
leeding [South ietnam] is no a 

'war of liberation,' for Vietnam is 

"They [the Latin-American na
tions] and they alone, can mobiliz 
their resources-enlist the energies 
of their peopl and modify their 
i::ocial patterns so that all, and not 

s:-,-,,-•.w•.• • ••• • • • • TH 
~}; .fll, • ;,- Vo ·•• ' ·~ INAU URA 
f:it U'h"t fnllow is thP tert of Presi<lellt 1\.en-
H 1!F<i1t','l Inaugural driress delwered n ·no. h-
~j wgtfJ11 on Jan. 20, 1961. 

Vice PrPsident Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
C'hi f Justice. Pre~ident Eisenhower, ice Presi
dent NL,on, President Truman, Reverend Clergy, 
f How citizens: 

We observe today, not a victory of party but 
a cPlebration of freedom-symbolizing an end as 
well as a beginning-signifying renewal as well 
as change. For I have sworn before you and Al
m1~hty God the same solemn oath our forebears 
prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters 
ago. 

The world is vP.ry different now. For man 
holds in his mortal hands the pow r to abolish 
all forms of human poverty and all forms of 
human life. nd et the same revolutionary be
liefs for vhich our forebears fought are still at 
issue around the globe the belief that thP 
ri"•hts of man come not from the generosity of 
thP state but from the hand of God. 

We dar not for t tnday that w are the 
hPirs of that first revolution Let the word go 
forth from thi timP and place, to friend and 
foe ali e, that. thP torch has been ras:"-ed to a 
new generation of mericanl-- horn in this <'n
tur. •. t mpered by war, <lii-riplined h~· a hard 
a.nri bittPr p .tC", prourt of 011r anr:ien h ritage 
- anrl 1mw1lling to witn£>ss nr permit lhP slow 
11nrtoin,.,. of those human rights to which this 
nalion ha1'! alway been committe , and to whirh 
w are eommi t d today at horn and around 
the worlrl. 

1,e evPry nation know, whP.lhPr it wi~h !'I us 
•pl} or ill, lhat w shall pay any price, bear 

an. burden, me t any hardship, support any 
friend, opposP- any foe to ai- m the urvival 
and the sncc i-s of liberty. 

This much we pled"' - and mor 

Pied"" to AJlles 
To those old allies whose cultural and spir

itual orizins we shar , we pledge the loyalty of 
faithful friends. United, th re is little we cannot 
do in a. host of new coop rative venture . i
vided, there is little w can do-for we dar no 
me t a powerful challenge at odd and split 
a, und r. 

To ho e new stat s whom we w lcom to the 
rank of the free, we pledO' our word that one 
form of olonial control shall not have pas ed 
away merely to b replaced by a far more iron 
tyranny. We shall not always xpect to find 
them supporting our view. ut w shall alwa r, 

hop to find them strongly supporting th ir own 
fr edom-and to r member that, in th pa . t, 
thos who f olii-hly ought power by ridin th 
back of the tiger end d up inside. 

'ro those peopl s in the huts and vill '"' ;; of 
half th~ lobe Rtruggling to break th b nd of 
mai:;s miser . Wf'I pleo e our beF1 efforts to h lp 
them help themselves, for whatever period i r -

I 

quired-not becau e the .,ommunists may be 
doing it. not because we seek their votes, but 
because it is right. If & frff!I society cannot help 
the many who are poor, It can not save the few 
who are rich. 

To our sister republics south of our border, 
we offer a special pledge-to convert our good 
words into good deeds--m a new alliance for 
progress-to assist free men and free govern
ments in casting off the chains of poverty. But 
this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become 
the prey of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors 
know that we shall join with them to oppose 
aggression or subversion anywhere in the Amer
icas. And let every other power know that this 
hemisphere intends to ranain the master of its 
own house. 

La t Hope for Pe ce 
To that world as em)ly ot sovereign stat , 

the United Nations, our last best hope in an age 
where the instruments of war have far outpaced 
the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge 
of support-to prevent it from becoming m r 1 • 
a forum for invectiv -to strengthen its shield 
of the new and the weak-and to enlarg t e 
area in which its , rit may run. 

Finally, to tho e nations who would mak 
thems Iv s our adv rsary, we off r not a pl dge 
hut a requ t: tha both ides begin an w the 
que t for peace, for, the dark powers of de
. ruction unl ashed by science engulf all human
ity in planned r accidental elf-de truct.ion. 

W dare n t ~mpt them with weakness. For 
only when our am are ufficient beyond doubt 
can t b certain b _·ond doubt that they will 
nev r b mplov d. 

But neith r can two great and powerful 
roups of nation take comfort from our present 

course-both ides o\erburdened by the cost of 
mod rn weapon , both rightly alarmed by the 
steady pread of th deadly a.tom, yet both rac
ing to alter that unc rtain balance of terror that 
tays the hand ot mankind's final war. 

ew Beginning 
So let us begin ew-remembering on both 

sid that civility is not a sign ot weakness, and 
incerity 1s alwa 5 ubject to proof. Let us never 

n gotiate out of f ar. But let us never fear to 
negotiate. 

Let both ides explore what problems unite us 
i~stead of belaboring those problems which di
vide us. 

Let both sid s, for the first time, formul~te 
eriou and pr ci. e proposals for the inspection 

and control of rms-and bring the absolute 
power to destroy other nations under the ab o
lut control of All nations. 

both ide eek to invoke the wonders of 
ci nc in::;te d of its terror!. Together 1 t us 

plore the tar conquer the deserts, eradicate 
du; , ap th ~cean dep h and encourage the 
arts and commer e. 

, 

Let both sides unite to h d in all corners of 
the earth the command of Isaiah-to "undo the 
heavy burdens ... [and] let the oppressed go 
free." 

nd if a beachhead of coop r tion may push 
back the jungles of suspicion, 1 t both sides join 
in creating a new endeavor-not a new balance 
of power, but a new world of law, where thP 
strong are just and the weak ecure and the 
peace preserved. 

All this will not be fmi hed in the first 100 
days. or will it be finished in the fir t 1,000 
days, nor in the life of this Administration, nor 
even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. But 
let us begin. 

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than 
mme, \: ill rest the final success or failure of 
our c nrse. Sine this country was founded, each 
generation of Americans has been summoned to 
give te timony to its national loyalty. The 
gra e of young Americans who answered the 
call to service surround the globe. 

o h rumpet summons us again-not a~ 
a all to bear arms, though arms we need-not 

call to battle, though mbattl d we are-
a call to bear the burden of a long twilight 

. truggle y ar in and y ar ou , "rejoicmg in 
hnpe, pati nt in lribulation'' a struggle aaainst 
the common ncm1P., of man: tyranny, pov rt , 
dis a e and war it elf. 

Can '.Ve forg a ainst these enemies a grand 
and global allianc , north and south, ast and 
wPst, that r.an a::- ur more fruitful life for 1l 
mankind? Will you join m that hi toric effor ? 

Li ht for the \Vorld 
In the long history of the , 'Orld, only a few 

generations have b en grant d the role of de
fending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. 
I do not hrink from this responsibility-I wel
come it. I do not b lieve that any of us would 
exchange places with any other people or any 
other generation. The en rgy, the faith, the de
votion which we bring to this endeavor will 
light our country and all who erve it-and the 
glow from that fire can truly light the world. 

And so, my fellow mericans: ask not what 
your country can do for you-ask what you can 
do for your country. • 

1y fellow ~itizens of the world: a k not what 
America will do for you, but what together we 
can do for the freedom of man. 

Finally, whether you ar citizens ot America 
or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same 
high standards of strength and sacrifice which 
we ask of you. With a good conscience our only 
ure reward, with histor the final judge of our 

deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, 
a king His ble sing and ms help, but knowing 
th t hMe on earth God'■ work must truly be 
our own. 

just a privileged few, share in th• 
fruits of growth.'' 

"We are determined to r inlorce 
the inter-American principle of abso
lute respect for the sovereignty and 
independence of every nation. Th&t 
principle was at th; heart of the 
Good ighbor policy-and we re• 
main good neighbors today. That 
principle is the foundation of our 

lliance [for Progress]-and we 
hall always be allies for progress." 

HIS NATIONAL PROGRAM I 
On Civil Rights 

" rising tide of discontent 
threatens the public safety ... The 
vent::; in Birmingham and elsewhere 

have so incrPased th ries for equal
ity that no city or st,1.tp or lPgislative 
hod. c n prudenlly choos to ignore 
them." 

"[The] result of continued Federal 
lPgislative rnact10n wm continue, if 
not in<'rease, r cial strife--causing 
the leader1-hip of both sid to pass 
from the hanrts of rea onable and 
responsible men to the purveyors of 
ha f> and violenc ." 

"We face ... a moral crisis a a 
country and a people . . . It is time 
to ac m the Con;;ress. in our state 
and local leg1sl t1vt:' hody, and above 
all , in all our daily hv£>s '' 

On D Fense 
"0th rs in arh r tim s have made 

th . . . dangerous mistake of as
suming that the West was too selfish 
and too soft and too divided to resist 
invasions of freedom m other lands 
. . . The n w preparations that we 
shall make to defend the peace are 
b sed on our n eels to meet a world• 
wide hr at ... Our primary purpose 
i neither propa anda nor provoca• 
tion-bu pr p ration." 

On For i n Aid 
"ThP funrt::imental tr\, k of our for

eign aid pro r;:im ... l to h lp make 
im historic~! flnmnnstrat1on that ... 
conomi<' gro vlh nrt pohtic~l demo

cr::lcy can rl ·etop hand in hand." 

0 n the Economy 
"\ e 1-eek ... an economic climate 

in which an expanding concept of 
busine~s and labor r ponsibility ... 
increasin"" a aren s of world com
mer e anrt th fr fore s of domestic 
comp titlon will keep the price level 
stable." 

"Anyon who is h nestly seeking a 
job and can't find 1t deserves the 
attention of the ni ed States Gov• 
emment and the people ... " 

On Space 
"It is . . . time for this nation to 

take a clearly leading role in space 
achievement, which in many ways 
ma hold the key to our future on 
earth." 

On the Role of the Military 
"The basic problems facing the 

world today are not usceptible of a 
final military olution. While we will 
long require the services and admire 
the dedication and commitment of 
the fighting men of this country, 
neither our strategy nor our psychol• 
ogy a nation . . . must becom9 
permanently dependent upon an ever• 
increa ing military e tabllshmenl" 

V 
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PACE D 2 

The Legacy of a Preside 
This is I he l<'xt of a . rr

mnn Rabbi Abha Hill<'I . ihrr 
drafted for drlivrry this 
comin,:r Sunday from the 
pulpit of the Templl'. It was 
placrd in the hands of Louis 
B. Srltzrr, editor of The 
Press. folio\\ ing a trlrphon(' 
call Wt>dnt>. day aftrrnoon 
front ltabbi , iher. lie asked 
thr rditor to read it, and to 
c-all him for hi,;; rractions. 
The rdHor's reaction is rx
perienccd in the publication 
here of the entire sermon. 

I have reflected much 
these last few days on the 
nature of the universal sor
row which the whole world 
manifested at the tragic 
death of President Kennedy. 

It wall cll'arly neither Ior
n,a l nor perfunctory. At 
home and in faraway lands 
men mourned for him as 
fnr a lost brother, as if he 
wen• part of their 0\\ n per• 
~cmal li\'es, \\ ho shared their 
innermost hop cs anrl Jc,11 
tht>ir d~epest needs. 

People of all ages grie\'ed 
for him, hut especially the 
youn~. The personality or 
President Kennedy appealed 
especially to the youth or 
the world. 

He was a young president 
and he spoke to the heart 
of young America and to all 
"ho had the hopeful heart 
or youth everywhere in the 
"orld. He was like a young 
eagle !iOaring high. 

HE DID OT belon,:! to 
the category of the tired old 
,;tatesmen who were caught 
and held fast in their weary 
routines, dreaming of worlds 
forever gone, the helpless 
agents or recurrent world 
disasters. 

He was different. There 
was dawn in his outlook and 
spring in his call. Hi~ was 
the torch of a new vision. 

"Too Many of Us 
Have Lost Our Way" 

Jn his acceptance sprech 
as the Democratic nominee 
for the presidency, he de
clared: "Too many Ameri• 
cans ham lost their way, 
their will and their sense of 
historic purposes. It is time 
for a new generation of lead
ership-new men to cope 
with new problems and new 
opportunities.'' 

And m his jnau_gural ad
dress. Jc~!> than th1·ce years 
ago, he sounded a clarion 
call: 

Rabbi Silver 

from the frpsh j!rave where 
President Kennedy now lies 
at rest. you \\ ill see not far 
away the stately Lincoln J\le
monal and beyond that the 
lowerinf! Washington Monu• 
ment. .!\lore than mere op
t iral , ision emhrares these 
olciest and nr.west of our nn
tion al sh l'JlH'S . 

,\ chord of saC'recl memory, 
of hounden faith and prom• 
ise hinds them indissolubly 
together. They repr<'sent our 
nation's unbroken covenant 
which time and again is re
newed for us by the blood 
of our martyrs. 

I S.\ID a moment ago, that 
President Kenned:v w as 
young and that he appeakrt 
to the heart of young Amer• 
ica, hut he \\ as also \\ ise 
with the wisdom "hich men, 
not altogether wisely, asso
ciate '"ith a~e. He had the ar
dor and enthusiasm of youth 
but not its inexperience. 

He Had Vision 
and Faced Reality 

He had vision but he was 
not a visionary. He was an 
urbane, thoughtful, cultured, 
well-informed human hein~, 
forceful in action b11t tactful 
and moderate in speech aml 
manner. 

H~; }'ACED reality. He un• 
dPrstood his worlrt-its dan
gers, its knotted domcst ic 
and international problems, 
some often almost too dif fi. 
cult to unravel. He under
stood full well the limita
tions of his high office and 
his own personal powers to 
set all things aright. 

He realized too that the 
powers and resource!. of our 
country, great as 1 hey \\ Ne. 
were not unlimited, and that 
we could neither dictate to 
the world nor go it alone. ''LET THE W O Tt D ~o 

forth from this time and 
place to friend and foe alike, 
that the torch has been 
passed lo a new generation 
of Americans." 

The new generation re
a!ponded lo his summons 
and challenge. Here, at last, 
was their true leader, their 
eloquent spokesman young 
in years and young in heart, 
rC'ady to lead them in a new 
crusade and by the fire or 
a new faith build a new 
Jerusalem. 

"Absolute ~O\ ercignty no 
longer assures us or absolute 
security." He understood 
also the limits of military 
power. ''The basic problems 
facing the \vorld today are 
not susceptible of a fin 
military solution." 

Where did Presid('nt Ken
nedy find the torch which 
he declared would no,v he 
passed to a new generation 
of Americans, ··a generation 
born in this century, tem
pered by war, disciplined by 
a hard and bitter peace, 
proud of our ancient heri
tage ?" 

But these inevitable limi
tatiom; and their attendant 
frustrations did not cause 
him to seek refuge in inac
tion. The '"isdom of our 
sages seems to ha, e guided 
him. ''Thine is not thr duty 
to <·omplete the task hut 
neither art thou free to de
sist from it.'' 

What was this ancient 
heritage? It was the heritage 
of the founding fathers and 
the torch was fir:st kindled 
bv them. To u~e the \\Ords 
of a not her martyred presi
dent. Abraham Li n co 1 n, 
President Kennedy ··re
turned to thP r ounl;\in 
whose \\'al en, sprint! closP. 
hy the blood o( the revolu• 
tion." 

He in,·oked the ~ p i r i t 
which grows in the Declara• 
tion or lndependence and in 
the Bill of Rights of the 
Constitution of the nited 
States. Ile called upon his 
generation time and again 
as did Lincoln, whose lo\'ing 
and faithful disciple he 
pro\'ed to be. ··to romc hack 
to the great landmarks of 
the Declaration o( Inde
pendence." 

Applied Old Ideals 
to Our New Age 

He applied the old Ideals 
of our country to the gra\c 
problems and the menacin~ 
conditions of our new age, 
and they became e,·cn more 
luminous and more urgently 
rele\'ant than \\ hen they 
'"·ere first promul:;ratcrt. 

\ \' l"'\RllOKE\ 1 h~in of 
frncnt human ,hpIratIons 
hinds IIH! iH!C of Wa shington, 
the a~r of L111cnln anrl th· 
a~e of Kennedy- I hP unre
m1tt m~ lrut:~les of men fnr 
lar~er freedom, fot their 
ha. ic human right~. for the 
d1~nity of man-··the $r.lf
tvident truths" - "the un
alienable rights.'• 

Jl you urt up your eye! 

TN .\ HA:\'CiE RO r S LY 
poised world and \\ith an 
awesome responsibility rest
ing upon his shoulders, he 
moved cautiously, but he 
moved, he acted with delib
erateness and circumspection 
but he acted. He !ailed
bul he tried again. He would 
not permit himself to be an
gered. or disheartened. or 
goaded into quick repri als 
hut ncit hN \\ as he ~,·er de• 
flecte<l from hie;; main pur
pose. 

He Understood 
Art of Compromise 

He underi-toort that the art 
of government was the art 
o( compromise, but ne\·er 
on principles. He stood im• 
mO\ ea hie as a rock when 
the basic principles of our 
Constitution or the basic 
nghts of man were in\'01\'cd. 

He was not a doctrinaire. 
He knew how to hencl as a 
tree bends before stron~ 
,, ind~. but his roots always 
remain('rl firmh· set in the 
earth. He profited from his 
mi~takes and those of his 
predecessors. as he did in 
the ca ·e of the Cuban fiasco 
early in his administration. 

HE , ,\\\ CLE.\RLY the 
fi\C be. ettmg dangers of our 
age. He had been sum
moned to lead our nation in 
an hour of maximum danger. 
hut "ith oprn eyes and a 
stout heart he rnnfrontcrt 
them. 

"Ho\\"' er l'ln,c ,u, :-nnw• 
t1mN; srr.m 1n 1h;t1 rla1 k and 
f1n;1l ah, .<;, )Pt 110 nwn nf 
pcc1rc a11d freedom cir. pair. 
... If \\ c can all pcr ... r.,·erc, 
1f \\e tan in P\'ery lanrl ... 
look he: onrl our own shore 
anrt ambitions. then sur('ly 
the a,t!e \\ill cta\\n in which 
the stron~ are just and the 
weu ,;ecure and the peace 
prl"~rved." 

Ht" faced the danger of t Ile 
nuc)('ar age. He. more than 
anv of u,;; understood, be
ca~1se all sources of infor1!1a• 
lion were a\'ailable to him, 
what a nuckar war would 
mean to mankind. 

He huilt up the military 
strength of our nation so 
that it might act as a ctrter• 
rent to aggression and \\ar. 
But while so engaged, he c.x
plored every a\'cnue to dis
C'O\'er . ome hasis of agree
ment whNchy the dangers 
of a nuclear \\ ar mighl be 
lessened. 

Nuclear Test Ban 
Great Achievement 

.\ftcr many repeated trials 
anrl failures, he succrcdrd 
in arrh mg at an agreement 
,\i1h th<' Sm ict Union on a 
nuclear test han which 
h,rnncrl nuclrar tPsts e\'cr_v
\\ hrre l"xc-rpt undrrgrounrl. 
lt \\ as an important achiere
ment ~, rn though it ",Hi not 
a .c:uarantee against nuclear 
\\'{If. 

The next st e p and the 
next anrl the f imd step still 
remained; hut the first step 
"back from the shadow of 
war" had to he taken and he 
took it. 

HE WAS OPPOSED to an 
.irms race with the Sovirt 
Union though in the few 
brief yrar.s in offic<'. he un
fortunately could make no 
hradway. 

''It is ... our intention to 
challenge the Soviet nion, 
not to an arms race, but to a 
peace race; to ad, ance step 
hy step, stage by stage, until 
general and complete dis
armament has actually been 
achie,ed." He ardently pur
sued peace. In the speech 
which he was to deli\ er in 
Dallas the da:v he ,\as assas
sinatrd, he declared: 

"Our s1 rcngth will never 
hr usccl 1n pursuit of aggres
si\'C c1mbitions - it will al
\\ ;iys he used in pursuit o( 
prace. H ,,.ill never be used 
lo promote provocatipns- it 
"ill always be used to pro• 
mote the peace f u I settle
ment of disputes." 

President Kennedy tried 
to mitigate the bitterness of 
the cold war. He did not 
hate. In t h i s he \\'as far 
ahead of most of our people 
in ,\ ho'.-.e 1111cbL hate now 
~talk~ like a <l~r~ apparition, 
like ' il pest ilencc that walk
cth in cfarkncss, or a destruc• 
tion that wasteth at noon
day." 

Urged Both Sides 
to Seek Peace 

He summed up his atti
tude in his i11augural ad• 

dress: 

' 'To those nations who 
would make themselves our 
adversary, we offer not a 
pledge hut a request; that 
hot h sides hcgi n anew the 
quest for J)C':lCC', hcfore the 
rla1 k powers of rlcst ruction 
1i11leashcd by scicn<'e en. 
gulf all humanity in plann<!d 
or accidental self-destruc. 
tion .... 

"SO LET S begin ane 
- remembering on bot 
sides that ci\'ility is not a 
sign of weakness, and sin
cerity is always subject to 
proof. Let us never nPgoti
ate out of fear. But let us 
never fear to negotiate." 

But he would not be im. 
posed upon. When he saw a 
clear and prrsent danger to 
the security of Ameritta he 
acted with a firmness an 
despatch w h i ch astounded 
the world - as \\hen h 
forced the Soviet l lnion t 
dismantle the long-rang 
missile bases in Cuba. 

When he felt that an un 
fair advantage was bein 
taken or the America 
people, he again acted wit 
start 1 in g forcefulness, a 
when he compelled the pow 
erful sfe('l companies of th 
llnitect States to rescin 
their price increases after h 
hact pcrwadcd American la 
hor to accept lower wag 
terms in order to avert na 
tional inflation. 

He was not afraid to incu 
the momentary displeasur 
of his own people. He ha 
courage and he admire 
courage. In his book, ••Pro 
files in Courage", he showe 
how the courage of certai 
men in public ]if e serve 
America, even though a 
t 11nes it \Hcrkcd their ow 
political careers. 

Looked Deeply 
Into His Soul 

"In \\halever arena of Ii£ 
one may meet the challeng 
of coura~e. whatever may b 
the sacrifices he faces if h 
Io!lows his consciPnce-th 



10 - of hi fri ml. , hi for -
tun , hi contentm nt. vrn 
the e. rn of hi fell ow m n 
-each man mu t dcdrl for 
him cl£ the our e h "ill 
follow. 

The .tori of pa ('()Ur-
a e can defin that in recli 
ent - the: ·an t" h. the) 
can off r hope. th •. • <:an pr 1-

,·ide in pi rat ion. B n t h e y 
cannot . upply courag it. lf. 
For each man mu. t look into 
hi o, ·n oul. 

John Fitz rald K nn cly 
looked de ply into hi own 
soul. 

HE '.\W th danrr r to th 
free world in the condition 
of mi ery, impoveri hment 
and back\ ·ardn ·s of th 
underd vcl p ct oun ric f 
the ·orld. Free ct om, h 
new, anno thrive in an 

explo iv r ntful worlrl 
which an fi n<l it . rt'l i r 
from intol rahle <' ·onomic 
condition on! • in r olution. 

nd • h d ,. •lop d an 
ex en·ive pro r m of airl to 
the depr ect area of the 
earth. He call into b ing 
the ". lliance or Pro re . ·• 
to h Ip the peoples of en
tral and outh merica, to 
mobilize their own re ourc s 
and energie to rai e the 
standard of livin of their 
people. 

He r at d th Pl'a ·c 
Corp:, the mo. t nob! and 
beautiful act o[ Ju carrer. 
He in pired our youth to go 
to the far corner of the 
earth t serve \\ ithout any 
e pectation o[ monetary r -
, ·ard in order t brin help, 
guidance and healin to the 
de perately needy of the 
world. 

He Saw Danger 
in Bigotry Here 

He aw the dan er o our 
domestic p ace and our free 
in ti ution in the indura e, 
cen ur: • lrl di crimination 
to hich h e ro citizens 
of our countr w re b ing 

inat ion in 111plnymcn . hall 
f!nrt for them. JI recom
mcndc>rl a compr hen ive 
hill on civil rights to the 
t'ongrc s of the nited 
·tat . He rt ·Jared : 

Civil Rights Bill 
Seen as Tribute 

' '.\ risin~ lid or di. rnn-
t nt ... threat n. th public 
:a ct: ... th \. nL in Rir-
minffham and 1. w h r c 
have . incr a. d the crie. 
for cqualit • that no cit • or 
. tate or le islativc body can 
prud ntly choo. e to ignore 
them. 

''The re. ult of continu cl 
f d ral Jegislath inaction 
will continu , if not in
t·r a , racial . trif - caus
in th leadership of both 
id . to pa,· from th hand 

of r a onahlc and rr. ·pon
sihlc m n to th Pill'\ yor 
of hat aml violcnrP." 

ERE.'T trihule 
ongrc. of the 

nitcd :tat s tan pay to the 
martyred pr . id nt i. to 
ra .. the civil right hill now 
p nding. It will be an e\'er
la ling memorial t him, 

ven as the mancipation 
Proclamation has b n to 

braham Lincoln. 

H saw the danj!cr of in
adequat ducat i n and 
trainin for the •outh o( our 
na ion for the n w \\ orld 
into \\ hich they are mo\'inp:. 
Our nation nccderl mor 
·choot, coll g . and teach
er . •· early halC of our hi h 
chool raduate ," he de-

clared, "lack it her th 
fund or the facilit1c. to at
tend college. The na ion can
not afford to maintain it 
militarv e tablishment and 
neglect its brain-po\ er." 

He recommended bill to 
improve educational quality, 
and at the co1le e level, to 
pro\id federal Joans for the 
on truction of a cad m i c 

faci1iti s and federally fi
nanced s holar. hip . 

ubj t d and h a ·t d with On can readily point to 
en r and ourage in the many other notable pro-
face f violent re i tance, ram and activities of hi 
calumny and per anal abu e. pre idency. In all of them. 

HE 
' '

. he , as whole, cntir , o( one O:\lPELLED to r . . pi ce, a dedicated servant of e ort . to action wh_1ch , ·as ju tice, fairnes , freedom 
~ry d1sta_. tef ul to him , hen and p ace. He "a not al-

:igot~y-bh~d~d. st~te gover- a . ucces r ul. ucce i 
or m 11 i 1pp1 and la- no alwa. 1h~ mea"iu c r 

bama d fied he au hori y gr a\n . 11 i\ . s n ot nl-
oC the 5 pi cm court o[ \he , m h ri"ht. 

nited tate and by their er of men eve; is? 
shamele defiance parked 
riot and acts of b mbing Life Was Full 
and murder \.'hich barned 

merica in th f the of Noble Purpose 
·orld. 

Bu h rmincd 
hat full j c all e 

the d that 
es of gation, 
nt and di crim• 

M st of his work 
uncomplct d, ev n as his 
life \\a uncomple ed. t 
the clo e of v ry worthy 
car r, much unfinish d 
bu mess remain . He dealt 

nu: Cl. VI:L D rJtE , Frid '1, IIT, Z9, 1 I , 
r 

in national and \\-Orlrl i.:ue. 
of such wide dimensions 
that they coulrl not be set
t! rl e\ n in a lifotim much 
Ion er than was granted 
him. 

Hut t hP. nlue or a ma t r
pi e is not th iz of the 
eanva. anrl t hr glory of a 
. ong i • not the Icn th of it. 
. tanzas. .\ . mall pool of 
<:l<'ar "at r may often re
fl ct all the glori s of the 
hea\'cns. 

HERE W,\,' a life replete 
\\'ith the beauty of noble 
purposes and a. piration , 
which . et in motion great 
enterprises rich in promise 
for our nation and for the 
, or1d. Iler was the Amer

ir.an tradition ''of malice to
ward. none and cha11ty for 
all'' embodied in an intrepid 

rmon 
:011ng kadrr \\ho \\<as tra~• 
irally brought do,, n in th 
soaring midflight of hi re• 
splendent career. 

Herc i hi<Th, orrow for all 
of us- but al. o hi h hop , 
hope that hi. life will in• 
:pire other Jl\ c. - that our 
pcopl \\ ill look to his e •• 
ample, his mcssag and hi~ 
mi .. ion. and. in a cha. tened 
. pirit, \\'ill forego th hate 
\\'hich turns brother again t 
brother, and people against 
p ople, hope that they will 
re. olutel p r ·ev re in the 
\\ays of progress and peace. 

"Jonathan upon thy high 
places is slain. 

"I am d1stre sed for the,, 
my brother Jonathan. 

"How are the mighty 
I alien!" 




