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"OUR DEBT TO MOSES"

Abba Hillel Silver.

ne Iirst great religious personality
which appeared on the scene of history. Up to his time all
religions were folk creations., They were anonymous. They were
not the achicvements of outstanding individuals,
The ancient r?ligions of India, Babylon, Egypt
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or Greece were the ﬁ;ecipitétégwof impersonal and unconscious
spiritual forces. They were early man's pragmetie adjustments
to his world,

With lNoses the prophetlc personality enters the
arens 0f religious thought, The great One<llan arises who
consciously and quite deliberately re-interprets the social
beliefs and customs of his day and gives them a new and definite
direction. This marks the beginning of religious progress; for
relizious progress moves in the channel of personality.

religion have been impressed by the

amazing "personality" of the God of the Bible, Jahweh is not

a pale, metaphysical avbstraction or a catagorical imperative.

He is intense Life and Wi}l and Power, "I am that I am," He

moves through the history of Israel as an overwhelming Presence,
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It is not unlikely tha k bundant personality of lloses
first endowed the God concept of the ancient Hebrews with
unique quality of masterful personality which from

n on He possessed in the mind of Israel,

Who was(ghis man)ifoses? (}er; little is mowm

of him that may not be regarded as legendary. The great
mists of history envelope him. Yet throuzh the clouds of
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legends and)the dusk of the centuries the massive outlines of
N

the man who stood at the m of Israell's national life and who
fashioned its destiny, are discernible.

Moges \is identified witid the heroic epoch of the
Exodus waich place someé thirteen hundred years before the
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common era. (} 1 r of wild Semitic tribeé)had migrated into
the delta of the llile 2nd settled there. ZFor a time they were
0

prosperous and free. hange of dynasty occurred and tLese)<J“¢C‘“°°°*J:;%/‘~‘,4L
tribes were subjected to oppression and tyranny. They were made
to do the hard tasks of the Egyptians, to build thei fortified
cities and their pyramids. They were enslaved. The love of
freedom, however, the wild freedom of the desert, which these
tribes once experiencéd and never completely forgot, remained
with them, smouldering, until the time when oppression waxed so

great that the fires of rebellion seethed in the souls of these

men, and lloses appeared on the scene.




‘Lvt)hases vas doomed to death as
were all the male children born to the Israelites in Egypt.

him in a little ark of bulrushes,
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His mother, however, place:
the waters of tae I : ne man who was

jeliverer of his peonle was himself delivered

the Pharaoh. And lloses grew up

FPharaohs

From the
hovels of the
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loyalty. Day by day he, beheld the heaving multitudes
ing Eg n s slaving for FPheraoh and esroanine under

the burning Egy; ing Ifor rpsra :

yoke of the Task-masters. (;oses new thén what his mission in

would be yome day he would become the emancipator of these neéﬁle./)
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was forced to flee fro

Jew,
exile. ( mag £ he lived in the wilderness

irine those quiet yea in the wilderness
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end to energy which

beople and the

teacher of mankind.




great religions have
wilderness. n the wilderness, the Arabs say,
nothinge but Allah. The wilderness is very rich soil for

the spirit.of man.

Moses lived in

shepherd of people by beingz a shepher
e tasted, too, of that sharp freedom,which
its children. lione is so free 2s the nomad in the wilderness.,

Then' one day hi mg period of spiritual zestation
was consumated. A voice, imperious and undeniable, called him to
his life's work., God revealed Himself to him, as God always reveals
Himself to men, as a consuming and inconsumable flame, as an over-
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powering and burning conv iction. xosei:realizes that he nust )Jleave
the quiet and peace of his desert world and return to the teeming
world of the Mile, Lo(}he harsh and troubled world of master and
slave, and pegin the bitter struggle of emancipation,
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Mloses hesitates. He ILOW@Kbeforcdﬂni)tzf::ortyriom

ed
which awaits the prophet and lea He recoils from his mission,
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"Who am I?" "What shall I say unto them?" "They will not believe me."

"I am not a man of words." thc anger of the Lord is great, A convic-

tioa once ong in the soul of 2 man is a devouring fire./
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(\}t cannot be quenched)
So lloses leaves the wilderness and returns to Egypt.
The long period of conflict begins. His task is to convince not
only a harsh ruler to mitigate his hardships, but also a people
which for four hundred years had been steeped in slavery, to want
freedom and to strike out for it. His mission 2t first fails. Far
from easing the burdens of his people, additional burdens are super-
img upon them, Pharaoh will see to it that no meddler will
people to break
heavier and thei pir - n sti more The
ple soon beginsto grumble against lloses and Aaron, his trother:
upon you and Jjudge because ye nave made our savour to
be abhored in the eyes of Pharaoh =2nd in the eyes of his servants, to
a sword in their hand to slay u But loses persists. Between
resentment 2t their ingratitude and love which understands and forgives
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he chose love. He exhorts his people., He teaches. He persuades,
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He challenges. Soon the ancient hunger for {reedom is aroused again
in the hearts of the and the ancient memories
pride. The fires of rebellion are kindled.

break through the confining walls of Egypt, Out to the open st

of the free desert they march, on to the Promised Land, \ The Exodus

takes place))
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becomes the tragic s;
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vast gulf between the slave-pens ol

A free people can not be forged out
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servitude to the

wilderness. A new generation,
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arise ere Jordan can be
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nised Land., A ader n;au die with his gzeneration
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out his couch ana ti n, Micha pread a purple robe
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n a lkkiss took lMoses!
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reaven. (And so)Moses died, and man knoweth

sepulcher unto this day." (For men must not be worshipped by men,
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He was the first revol
with Israel always. never forgot

in a revolt against tyranny. I'reedo
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aspirations, - political, social and economic freedom, This is the

very neart of Hevuraic prophecy: "To bring the prisoner from the

lungeon and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house."
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loses, Jewish tradition maintains, was the first
and greatest of the prophets. K"There hath not arisen a prophet
since in Israel like unto loses U } ! the great
religious leaders of mankind, lloses we . an apocalyptic
&reﬁher.&\ic was not a revealer of hea y h he did
"draw near unto the thick darkness

of a social

‘oundations of rigznteousness.

aW=-giver. »The Torah is the Torah

-

of loses. The ¥i oks i not of nis own writitj) but of
e

ni (3wg) ssential inspiratio Both the Written i the Oral Law of
Israel trace their lineage to lir and 2 authority of his
personality.

Moses wes a true leader of men. He kmew the agony of
leadership., How often did the slaves whom he led on the long, hard
trek to freedom ¢ upon him in rage, seeking to destroy him! How
often did they vent their mad discontent upon him! But he pitied
their blindness. He forgave their faithlessness. He loved them. But
he never yielded to than.(\ie led. They followed. About him streams
the oriflamme of a mighty uuurﬂge.:>

lioses was the founder of the Jewish nation. In Abraham

we have the story of a wandering trive., With lloses, the history of

the Jewish nation begins.,
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