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Abba .illel Silver . 

. :oses is t,1 irst gr at reli 0 i~ s perso~ 1·t 

sce:-ie o Listory. t o 'i t·me ":)11 

religion~ \ere 1olk creations. _he~ ere 

not the c. i ve.nents of' outsta di!l. indivld:.ials . 

The a.11.c ien t rel i 0 i ons of I • ... c i"', .ba· ylon , ... gypt 

0 ..,.reece ·,ere t1 e reci - s of i~perso. al a1d CO!lSCi::>us 

s p • r • tu: 1 .:..orces . ... e .. 
" 

,ere e Tl .a 's just:'!lents 

to his or d. 

• .I, . oses t' .. e prop etic person lit·· e ters the l.11 ... 

re:i of reli ious thought. - ..., eat ne-... - --rises rvho 

... onsciou. lJ "'nd quite deli' era.tely re- interprets the so ial 

belies azd ., sto s of 1 is daJ .d gives t:em a ne and defi~ite 

direct·on. -?1is ~ ks the oegin ing of religio s pro0 ress; for 

re i io s p.ro ess .. oves • .. t.ne ch nnel of person it;. 

~t de ts oi relieion ruve een irpressed oy tne 

a.'!lazing 11 person_ali t· 11 of t·1e Go o the i ble. J-=iliweh is not 
I 

p le , meta ... r sic 1 stra tion or orical Lper ative. 

He is in te!1se Life ana. ,','ill nd o· er . 11 I . t.1 t I • " .e 

noves thro _.h t .. 1e his tor J of Israel s o er nel ing Presence. 
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not unlikel that the a d: nt person lity of :~oses 

f" r st endowed the ~od concept of tne ancien ~e rews ith 

t. t ·ni ·e qual i ty of m ster f .il per sonali ty which f r om 

then n .. e ;_1ossesse in the r=ii nd of I srael . 

~ .. o was (£his n.a..11J" 'oses7 (.~er 1 lit le is · .ov.n 

of hi . th t rn , not e re ded s lege~dar . -he r eat 

mists of h isto!"J e~ elope • i rr.. Yet t nro· . .i.c·h t . e c l ouds of 

ft--+ 
l e0 cnds n ) the uus~ of the e~tur i es the ssive o~tli:i.es of 

the r.-tan w .. o stood t t e dm ... of srael 1 s na io!l life !):i.d ,. o 

fas"hio.e vs estin , ·re _ cer~i e . 

.. oses is i e. l ie d wit· t ~ e roic e oc o t e 

d 'ears e_ore the xodus i1 i • 

O'\M{ 
co,..L ,on er a . 

- Q,,,-,t~M-

t ook ~ ,. ·e. so:.. t r..ir t ee ... 

( . n ~ er o~ ~ild P 't i c t r ~ves) n d gr ated· to 

i;he de t of t e .Tile 

prosperous a."'ld f r ee . C 

~ettled 

ge of • 

.ere . or time t: eJ were 

str occurred c. the e ) ~ , r 

r.:. es ·,ere sue ·ected. to o pression :-id tyr f'n~ . ·_ne:' e e de 

to cio th .. r d tasks of tl e _:,rpti n s , to u ' l d t. eir f or t · fi ed 

c • t i es nu their p• rai i ds . ..:. e., e r e e, .. sl ved. . _ e love of 

free d.om , :o ever, t:e · ild I r e dor.-i of the deser t , ~ ic.n ese 

vribes once experienced d. never "' o .. pletel f or t , r em . ed 

' th them , sou. deri. , unt i l the t:me •,be. onp ression ed so 

r e~ t th t t "1e i r es o~ r e elli on s tbed L t'.e o ls o these 

. en , nd oses ~e red on the sce:ie. 
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( e , re told th~t} ... oses was doomed to d.eat: as 

were 1 t~1e m~le hildren orn to the r&eli tes i:=1 Ee;.,rpt . 

:!is .Jot ... 1er , however , pl,..ee hir, in a little ,.. k o:!: oulrusl es , 

~.:ong the fl s oy the 'aters of t.:.1e •. ile . T·1e rian i½o was 

d.est i ed )o - e the Jel i 'er er o:· his p eople as himself Ct_el i vered 

from = eati. oy t' e uailt::h~er O.L the Pb"traoh. And !1oses :;rew up 

a prince in t e p lace of the 'i.:·n,: . 

-
.A.Lidst the splendor o • he cour~s of tl e '"'n ient 

F:i. aohs : .oses ~. a B t II wner... l e grew up _ e 

·:ent :i ,t to his brethre~. 11 rou the ::.w.lace he des e""lded to the 

hovels nf the sl ves. et 'een yricle a"ld loy 1 ty ... oses chose 

Da, e 1 d t 1e h 

the uurni:i.~ Eg tl• a..., s1 ~· .::>.S .. . .... ' 

the :,oke of the 

l8v·n~· for ~ -r~o~ •11d r--roa.'1.:ln"' under 
~~-~~ ~ ' 

(;ses .me~v thl"l v,bat h.:.s :nission in 

life '.1'01.1 d. e . So·. e r.i: he wo 1 d e o:ne t~1e er.-, ncipator of these pe p_e) 

~ere c-::i .e a ,:hen , .. o se , seeing ari E~: pt ian 

brutall •r • t c...cing He rer. , rose i. h s lrath ~di the~ .ss:on 

of ... o th a..~ s:..e, i m. ~J later he w s betra,,red oy fellow-

Jew, ·n~ 1as forced to "lee fro the, nd o: ~~ ·.t . Le ecane 

exil . or m"-;.J s e lived i t il rne s o .. idia.'l . 

Dur· "1 t ose quiet .. e s L t .. 1e ,.·lltier .. ess . os 1 d time to tl • .lk 

• nd to dr and to store th,'lt vast S"1irit1.1al ernrg:r wLich 

na :..ed hL l P ter on to ecor. e t e le der of is neoole a"ld t'e 
~ ... 

teac.er of n nki •. 
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' ~ li • • _nree .~rea1.1 re g 0:1s e come out of the 

ilderness . !'!1 the , il • er~1.ess , :.· e ra s S!1._ , there is 

not: ·'.!1 • t . l h . Tie ilderness is ver' ri~h s0·1 or 

t· e spirit.of man . 

... o..,es lived in the -peo::ice of th t wi d.er:iess for 

r: n~· ears . He \' as .e 1 r·:ie , the Ra is say, o 'I 

to e s' epberd o a eon c in- as· ep er o· a flo k. 

He asted, too , o ht sh .i ·h t: e eser rof_ers 

its c. • 1 • e:- . ..:one is so f ree -:ls t' e o the .. ilderness . 

_ en one d hi long peri • o_ s iritu~l gest tio. 

ted. ice, • p r • ous e~i le, 1 ed hi . to 

:1 • s 1 i e I s lrnrk. 3od revealed :irnsel to al; ys revels 

.u.imself to . e:i . as o:is n • n 

_ o,·1erin0 a. d urni ~ conv • ctio . 

in~o11sll!. ole 1~ e , ,., t\.."1 o er-
~ ~ ,,( /_ 

realizes tr ... t e lu st) le"'Ve 

t e iet pe ce o~ 1is esert -or d ·nd e irn to t,e 

rld of t e .. ile, Lo (1., .... e .. rsh . ~ trot.t 1 d ,.orld of .. r ster d. 

s .. Ve, ,.'.l '\. • .... ,r --l tne er stru..t:l' le o • e .. nc ·p tion. 

.. oses si t,:,tef ·.e - .i·.(sJl • e m- tyro.om 

eJ 
' . i h !) • its :e pro)' .. et !l erder . He rec i .,j l'ror.: is is~ion. c;... 

II• 10 II . n. t s'. 11 ,., , , ,. t: .. 1 II II _ 1e wi ::1ot beli ve e. " ,... ... "' 

' 'I l'!i n o ... ··or s . II n ·er 0 .e ord is re t. A convic-

tio:1 o!'lce it beco es stro:i--· in t:1e so:.il of rn ~ is evo r · n 'ire . J 



t c n.ot be quenched~ 

So . ~oses leaves t· e • i lderness !ld returns to Dg-1 pt. 

_ne lon0 perio of conflict et':is . Z~s asK is to onvlr.·e not 

only a mrs r~ler tor itigate l :s ardsnips, out lso a people 

or ur undred , e s had e steeped n 1~ er, to v ~t 

freedom n to strike out for ·t . . is mission 2.t first f ils. r 

r0· eus ng tne burdens o 1:s peo le , ddition~l o dent re super-

i .... osed :p _ t e • h ao . ill see to it t-..a n e dler will 

11 • n c • e t i1e eo. le to 

. st e m de st.il ... • eavier aJ 

f' ... e _ro ... . e 

. eir p i i 

I 
0 z: • heir bu1dens 

roke:1 s • 1 

a·:ls .'oses a . d ro. , .. is ro . er: 

ue ,;lo!J.se ;;e 1 .. ~ e r. ..... e our _ vo r to 

t)e b ... ored !.n t·1e e,1 s o i.·,r· o .., - i. t .. e eyes of : is servants, to 

p t to sl • 
II But .. o es oersist . B i, een 

re"e:it e. t 'lt t . .i.r i:i rat it· e ~nd l~ 1e .' .:.cl m ..:- err;ta.."'ld d orgives 

he c'i.o e 1 ve . /e exhorts n _.,eo le . .. e ·eac .es. :e er ... u. de ... . 

.. e r • lle:-iee • 00 +: e a_.~ ... reedo .. is r c-ed i.. 

in 0 .. e l'l es • c • ent 

rioe. The ires ,4.' . el . e.d . o~ re 

r .. - ... r o . t 1e ~on.,.'in of .. .. I . V o the one tret .. es 

of 1 free desert t .e - !" ~r , on to th Pro ise La..~ ; e .,,xod s 
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.. , -~O es 

e !)l r ... ph i a: slav rJ. 

na.tio • t ... • st ve e ant; ated 

Isrr-..el 1 • _or there is !10 

on ter " 
{j-\.. "-

(:__-. re .. e . 

·ode f 

.. ce ". e e 

. o d , • t. • =1 ,; ~e. le er 

• rvest of • er 

r - -

• t is .... t .,no ... h to e .. nt;i. ".)te d 

~ 

I - OJ • el ;i.. 0 ec e ~re 

i .,. . , , 
... - I, s .·e ... l . He . st g i 

v ·tho 1 \ . rd.:'!l 

~t,;z:~ t .e oo .. of 
S,, (; . J ·re ). ; ~ ._. 'S 01 i 

l :s .... :re ,... 
"10:l - - ... 

o ... •• 0 .. . 

i e s 0 .e r . t 

• 

e 

_., , 

t 

1 te~ 

Cl. nt S 

t ... 0 .. t . ,.!; i . 0 es eo e 

l/,._J- { 

'" ., . Isr,:, .. el ~ g e eo es 

of n II d . 01 .. , r~ io . . II heav·• 

den ... .. •. i.. .. tor:. • n ...:pon it . 

• ile . :.il t • de, II read· 1 • .;.J , 

t nch:ite , . 
s reJ red or . 

nt s e . • - e 0 

I, t: a -e- olo. 0 er;i.. dor~ - ., • ts 0 1. .L .e 

l e. a1 e on es t r i 0 on t· t i not f i t 

or re o . • . . o ... s re 1 • "es + t on enera l 'I"\ not rid e t e ., - .. .. 
r st 1 e t e 1 Ve- en 0 0 s • 

r ee neo le n ~r ge 0 \i 0 .1. • n ;:.o -..o i 1 "1k r 
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lles .-pots o ........ pre er 1 e se · r , f 

s rv • t de to t: .. e erils o ."'reedo:n. ~.l '1. . en d • e i t: e 

·1, il new 0 ener, t ion , V .... C. 
., . . ,. t' e . of er? e s . ,., no iC1 ... ... .. 

.a.roa .. , ., t ise ere ~or '"'"" e r ssed.. . .... 

.:>O , .. er ,,,... ars ··--· .. ... il~l ering, .o ~s r.i.n 

L:.e w g e:ier t·on :) t' e ""~es, o c. of \j'°' • ::l. _· ... e re t: e sag .... 

, 
1 . . .. is r:.. ,;_,,. o_ l. e en . \l n .:e , .. i.. s ... , 0 S enter 

th .. r 1. ise~ ... .. - r~t • n . . . 
ZL.. /Ir 

S8 s, 
'-4 ~ . /4 J .,__-/ 

• e J'..., .... ric.l tn 

s.._ :-eacl ot1t : is LO 1 s rea a pQr le robe 

..l~-On 
. n .. e el lo e len xi erne ~ 

~ "' ... 
4,,I-. 

. i hea :nl XJ ..... , .:·. e ·, 'es en e 
., 

• ' t , . o .,es 
~~.,,,,,-iL..Sr 

sou t L€ Ve . • l v:.d s~ ... oses ie t a d 11 no .an .. ouet. nis 

r un 0 h s da· . II n .... ·t 0 b ,ors i ed en , ~ I 

on . t .1e :.;-o in 

. :oses ,· "' t:v,• , . r t reat tor o. .e r e. 

.. e ; s J, .e firs· revo ti n . st OI ·stor t .o , t re. a.:.ned • 

rae_ lw . t ne::er ...o t .. its "' t ion l i!'e .. . . ... 

in revolt a ~i t tJr nn~ . .:.ree 0 ec e o-r r 1.. ' 

s rat· on p - • ti,.., . d e o. o:ni -r • is s t e t - t -reeu , . -
ver n rt of r . on: • "To r . :='l h ")l'i on r fr th ... - . 

eon a."1 
~ th I I th--t sit n a.ar mess 0 ·t he pr o~ e. It 0 .. 0 
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.. 1oses , Je,vi,.;) _ tradit:.on n.aintai!ls , i1as the .. rst 

• gre test o t. e pro ... hets . ( "There ath not 2.1· • sen a ro 'i t 

s:n e i srael 1·~e unto ~oses. 11 ) ·nli .n::e sor.e o .. er o:f t~e -r a.t 

reli ·io s leaders of n :nki:nd , ... oses ·,as ot am· stic or :,n apo • 1 pti 

a.re"" .. er. .:e :as not a revealer of : eave:il < rca.na, tho ~n : e did. 

11 • av1 ::i.ear - n ·o } .. e t: . .ic:.r darkness , here God ·Jas . 11 / :e Y s a so 

p opnet , e rch'tect so in order bu t upon he dura e 

fo ions of rig..~teo~sness . 

of .. o s s . 13:· .e _ i e :So o s ar . ot o • .. wr .:. ti r :) but of 

hi s om} esse:1.ti • r L 0 

srae_ trace their 1 • .e ;::,e his 

... erso~"" it.,'. 

.• ooc: V!: s a t r ·e leac.er of .. en. e ,_ ~ v the • on•' of 

lea ·er tJip . Hov: 0 ten d • d. t '.e laves r. . he l d o th l on , 1 rd 

re· .. to -reed.o . t :::- upon hi r ge , seeking ~o · estro 'iml 0 

of e:'.': • • d. t · vent t· . .:.r d di content pon • ' • ut .e n i tied 

neir • in ess . e ·or ve tr.eir ai t .1 ssness. He loved them . B t 

he e 'er .,·ielded to the .... ( .e led. .:.n ... ollo e . 0 h . stre .. s 

the or· fl .rme o:f mi • ty c ur ge . ) 

.:o es ~as the fo n er of t he Jew.l h ~ t:.on. In r am 

.e ·vet est Ti of nderi tri e . it .o s , the • tor of 

t.~e ewis . • tion egins . 



And :fi tti r.-1.r e o - . this n:igged e der of 

rebellious host , t· is ~ t • on- uilder 1,., ·1- r iver , h i rophet 

ho!n 11 t he .uor me face to ... ~ e 11 v, s · :n !'> 11 nis .. s r o'i1ed 

vi t ''! L i 1 i .: . .. "'l .. oses .'""'s ver· 1r 1 , acove 

tne men t at ·ere upon t e fa ve of t i"..e e -=trV1. 11 

_he . e rt o eo- le - . 
u s ne· er a ,ed .. T e t:=1es . ovin 1, ~, ned to h i-. 

11 elo ed o Go , d e:1 s . ses . 11 -· e'tr '"ll ed :.i 1 11 _he _ • i hful 

... ne }; er ' . 11 

t .e Sh e rd o 

r e ter re" ra .... 




