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Rosh Hashanah- no date

Our Rosh Washanah is a solemn day, but not a sad dav, There
is the solemnity of thines eternal about it. One is not sad when one
looks X¥ upon the Arnad Canvon, or anv other majestic phenomenon of na-
ture; or listens to some ereat music or ereat literaturé or sees the per-
fection of some work of art or hears the story of some superb act of
human courage or sacrifice, One is exalted into solemnity, which is not
depression, but a high mood of sustained fervor, bordering on spiritual
satisfaction,

Rosh Hashanah is the e« One is tense, not light-hearted
on one's judegment dav. We are all aware of ourXX inadequacies, our sins
and our shortcomines, Measured against the eternal mandstes of duty, of
risht and wrong, we are all culprits. Who is there among us who has not
sinned?” Who has been as just, as true, as charitable as he shight have
heen? Not one! Thses are solemn matters for contemplation on a day set
aside for self-judgement, for Nod's judsgement,

Rut such comtemplation need not lead to sadness and depres=ion,
To acknowledese sin is half of frosiversss., To face up to our faults is

definitely
half of victorv. For we are then HNMESEEXMXX-on the way to redemption,
Once we have X¥ knocked off the shackles of our false pride, of our self-
deception, of our stiff-necked exculpation; once we are prepared to con=-
fess in utter sincerity, without any self-abasement,
we are set to push open the prison doors upon a new, freer world, and
upon a new dav.

Ve are asked to judge dourselves on Rosh Hashanah not in order
to condemn oursétves but in order v liberate ourselves fepom whatever

confines, constricts or consumes the marrow of our humanity. It is there-

fore, a day of spiritual hopeflulness,




Rosh Hashanah also reminds us that the God that judges us is a
God of mercy who desires not the death of the sinner but that he should
return and live, Return and live! Life and renewal! That is the genius
of our Holy Day, of our religion! Our God is the creating God! The God
of the greative, advancing, unfolding life,
In the beginning God created! And throughout all eternity God is crea-
ting! Every day there is renewald in the life of
the universe! This is the will of the renewing God! And evervday there
should be renewal in the life of man. This, too, is the will of the
renewine “od, the creator of man, who fashioned man in VFis image. ~ive
up your old dreams for new; vour old selves for new! Rave you sinned?
Confess, repent, and uge it as a stepping stone to a hisher level of
being! VYour failures, vour mistakes, gour RH¥XKX¥ frustrations, vour
disgrace, build them all into rungs and climbh upward upon the ladder
whose head reaches to the throne of God, ~God loves the man who can fall
and rise again! . For that man, with the blodd of his heart and
the travail of his soul attests to the supremacy of the spirit and the
all-availing, everlasting mercy of God.

And so Rosh Hashanah is a day of spiritual joy! There is hope
for man, alwavs, and the welcoming arms of God.

In the Pook of Neh., , we are told the story of how Ezra and
Nehemiah read the law of God to the KKEXKX¥ people, after they had long
forgotten it during the exile and the bitter years of national disorder,
exile and demoralization., It was on Rosh Hashanah. He and the elders
stood upon XKE a wooden platform, erected for the occasion. And from
early dawn to the middle of the dav he read out of the Rook of the Law

of God to the people, The effect of the reading was to produce mourning

and weeping amons the people, just as in the days of King JosfAiah when




they
the law of Deut. was read to the king and his court, For all realized

that, each in his own way, had violated the laws of the » had XEXX
K¥%¥ERX disobeyed its ordinances, had contravened(?) the word of God.

They listened to the sever and punishment which would be visited
upon those who did not hearken unte the word of the law, And so they
wept, these sin-laden, singconscious men and women,

Rut Nehemiah and Ezra said unto all the people: "Thig day is
holy unto the Tord, your God; mourn not, nor weep. GO your way, eat the
daintv morsels and drink sweet Arinks and send portions unto him for whog
nothine is prepared; for this day is holy unto your God; neither be de-
pressed, for the jov of the Tord is your R¥¥ refuse."

Of eourse vou have sinned - but vour tears now show vour repen=
tance., VYou are niether ohdurate, nor arrogant., Your are therefore on
the wav to salvafion. And the God before whom yvou have sinnedis not a
God who delights to punish men, He is a loving and a forgiving God.

Seek refuge in Him! He is the joy and the hope XKNKXXKNEXXEXMXNINEXEXIIMNX
of life,

And it was in joy and hope that the returning exiles took the

law of God to their hearts and in joy and hope did they rebuild the

wastelandy and their own wasted lives and set the nation firmly again

upon the high road of its destiny.

Rosh Hashanah is a solemn day but not a sad day. It is also
known as « DNay of Memorial. A memerial day brines a measure of
dadiness with it, We recall our dead., 'e are made aware of the passase
of time - how swifter that(”?) (than”) a weaver's shuttle are our days
upon earth, We recall, as a people, the sufferings and tritulations

throueh which we have passed., Put here aeain the essential motif is

not sadness but hope. This is the beginning of a new vear, of a new day!
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We pay tribute to those who are no more, but we salute life, and face
with confidence the promise of tomorrow. « "The nether-
world cannot praise thee: death cannot celebrate",

our

There are graves alone ¥ wav, and rich fruitful fields, sparkling,

thirstine, lineering life, and satisfvineg labor. "I shall walk hefore

the Tord in the lan' s of the livine”. As a people we have suffered much.
our
NDark have been ¥W¥ wavs often, and often they did lead into the valley

of the sahdow of death,

mss. ends here
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