
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         168   61        1083 

Rosh Hashonah sermon, undated. 



~osh Hashanah- no date 

Our l)osh llashanah is a solemn da , , hut not a sad dav. There 

is the solemnity of thin-.;s eternal about it. nne is oot sad when one 

looks MX upon the ~rnad Canyon, or any other majestic phenomenon of na­

ture; or listens to some ~reat music or ~reat literature or sees the per­

fection of some work of art or hears the story of some superb act of 

human courage or sacrifice. One is exalted into solemnity, which is not 

depression, but a high mood of sustained fervor, bordering on spiritual 

satisfaction. 

~osh Hashanah is the • One is tense, not light-hearted 

on one's judegment day. We are all aware of ourIK inadequacies, our sins 

and our shortcomin~s. Measured against the eternal mandates of duty, of 

ri~ht and wrong, we are all culprtts. Who is there amon~ us who has not 

sinn~d" Who has been as just, as tn.ie, as charita~le as he ftlit!'.ht have 

t--een" ot one! Thses are solemn matters for contemplation on a day set 

aside for self-jud~ement, for r.od'!=; jud,;ement. 

"'ut such contemplation need not lead to sadness and depres~ton. 

To acknowled~e ~in is half of fro~iveres . To f<lce up to our fauJts ls 
definitely 

half of "ictorv. For we are then "UQ'JftlJOtlX-on the wa to r E>demption . 

Once we have KM knocked off the shackles of our false pride, of our self­

deception, of our stiff-necked exculpation; once we are prepared to con­

f~ss in utter sincerity, without any self-abasement, 

we are set to push open the prison doors upon a new, freer world, and 

upon a new day. 

Wear asked to jud~e iourselves on Rosh Hashanah not in order 

to condemn ourse ves hut in order to liberate ourselves feom whatever 

confines, constricts or consumes the marrow of our humanity. It is there-

fore, a day of spiritual hopefulness. 
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~osh Hashanah also reminds us that the God that jud es us is a 

r.orl of mercy who desires not the death of the sinner hut that he should 

return and live. P.eturn and live! Life and renewal! That is th ~enius 

of our Holy Day, of our reli~ion! Our God is the creatin~ God! Th God 

of th creative, a vancin~, unfoldin~ life. 

In the he~innin~ God created! And throu~hout all eternity God is crea-

tin~! Every cl ny there is reneweif in the life of 

the universe! This is the will of the renewin~ God! And everyday there 

should be renewal in the life of man. ThL. , too, is the will of the 

renewin• r.od, the crea or of man, who fashioned man in Pis ima~e. ~ive 

up our old rlreams for new; vour old selves for n Ra ou sinned? 

Confess, repent, and use it as a steppin~ stone to a hi~her level of 

hein~t Your failurec;, vour mistakes, jtour ttnnncxlf fru trA ions, •onr 

dis~race, hui ld them al 1 into run~s and cl tmh upward upon the lad-ier 

who~e head reaches to the t~rone oi. t;od. r:od loves th mnn who can fa 11 

and rise a llin! • For that man, with the lo d of his heart and 

the travail of hie; c;oul atte ts to the supremacy of the pirit and the 

all-availin~, everlastin~ mercy of r.od. 

And so Q.osh Hashanah is a day of spiritual joy! There i hope 

for man, alwa_,s, and the welcomin~ arms of r.od. 

In the ook of . eh. , we are told the story of how Ezra and 

ehemiah read the law of God to the XMMKJilK people, aft r they had lont 

for~otten it durin~ the exile and the itter years of national atsorder, 

exile and derroralization. It was on Tl.ash Hashanah. He and the elders 

stood upon XKM a wo den platform, er~cted for the occasion. And from 

early dawn to the middle of the day he read out of the f\ook of the Law 

of ~o to the p .ople. The effect of the readin was to produce mournln~ 

and weepin~ amon the people, ju5t a in the days of Kin~ Jos,iah when 
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the lnw of neut. was read to the kinr, and his court. For all realized 

that, each in hie; own way, had violated the laws of the , had ~UU(K 

XKMJKM disobeyed its ordinances, had contravened(?) the word of God. 

'fhey listened to the sever and punishment which would be visit d 

upon those who did not hearken unto the word of the law • . nd so they 

w~pt, these sin-laden, sin~conscious men and women. 

nut lehemiah and Ezra said unto all the people: "Thil day is 

holy unto the Tnrd, your ~TO<l; mourn not, nor weep. Go your way, eat the 

daint morsels and ~rink sweet ~rinks and send portions unto him for ~ho~ 

nothin~ is prepared; for this dav ic:; holy unto vour- God; neither he de­

pressed, for t e jo, of the T ord is your ~M refu~e. •• 

Of eourse vou have innPd - hut vour tears now show our repen­

tance. Vou are niether o durate, nor arro~ant. Your are therefore on 

the way to salvafion. /\nd the ~od before yhom you have sinnedis not a 

God who deli~hts to punish n. e a lovin~ and a for~ivin~ God. 

Seek refute in Him! He is the joy and the hope XkXXXXklXXIXHXMXMKX•XttKK 

of life. 

And it was in joy and hope that the returninr, exiles took the 

law of God to their hearts and in joy and hope did they rebuild the 

wasteland•, and their own wasted lives and set the nation firmly a ain 

upon the hi~h road of its destiny. 

osh Pashanah is a solemn da • hut not a sad day. It is also 

known as • l')a , of ., emorial . A memerial day hrln~s a mea ure of 

~a~ness wit tt. 1-e recall our dead. t ear . ma<le aware of the passa~e 

of time - how swifter hat(~) (than') a wea• r.'s shuttle are our days 

upon earth. ne rec 11, a a people, the uf f erin~ an tri ul t ion 

throu• whic we ha~ passed. Put here a~ain the es ential mo if t~ 

not sa1ne s but hoe. his ts the he~innin of a new year, of a new day! 
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He pay trihute to those who are no more, but we sAlute life, and face 

with confidence the promise of tomorrow. • 'tThe nether-

world cannot praise thee: df"'ath cannot celebrate". 
our 

~here Rre ~raves alon~ liflPlf way, and rich fruitful fields, sparklin•, 

thirst in~, line;erin~ 1 ife, and satiRfyine; lahor. "I c;hall walk hefore 

the T,ord in the lan--"s of the 1 i vi n~•·. As a people we have suffered much. 
our 

T)ark hav~ heen ~ wavs often, and often they did lead into the valley 

of the sahdow of death. 

mss . ends here 
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