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IL URE'' 
By Rabbi Abba Ilillel Silver 

Dt-dicated 
to the 

, fr~ and Women who are seek:in1 tbe .. King"'" 
in the 

"Dark Chainbcra of Li!c!' ' 

\' 'h 11 the Temple of Jerusa~m. the ctnb.ld•

n,c.-11t vf T rael ' ptritual eravin-:1, '\\"i\!t at la~t 
·,,n1j/ctt'·,1 .1ntl the Yast thron~ ryf "Ch:iltcd ;ir.~ 

• ·- 1ir,ful I racli ~ filled the inm n1ity of th~ 

•rr 1.,ry t ,) witn ~sits dedication, King Solomon 

•· , ... , · <, preading his hands pri~twist', he bl~. s~•t 

• h l" l. ~•I . T<1-nigh t when you, th<- desccnclanh < • • 

the e 111 n whC\ e laying hcarlc; and 7e;1loti hnndc; 

buildr.d th anctuary, ·are asscmblt.d in this bou'i~ 
of wor-,!Jip to r -dedicate the Tcmpl . of your faith 

r ' n t cratt- anew the sanctu:iry of . our EY ~ 

·:, ,ry of God, the ministc-r, like Soto:i11.l11 o . • 

,. • • • r,, 1rnpt d to im·oke God'~ bku 'ini up u\ y,,u. • 

t , n-, •<><1 to . re ) ou an, young arrl old, son ilnd 

dauf;l ttrs of the covenant gatherer' tr. thi~ House of 
C i, ~urnmon~ hither by the lrr • tiblr appeal 0£ 

1,, • ;icr <l day, anJ its hatlowed a!' ·odativn!, :mJ 

··~, 0r h.- (ulJ nc- s of my heart, t·hic-b i5 t _- n;ght 

,ti 1..·,1 v. ith n morie • and cmoti n,, l wouti f<·ign 

ht· · ~ o '\ ou, my brother and i•:tcr, whos~ lot 
1
1 in~ the , .. , :\""ar h.id fallen in J-~~aSil'lt plac\· ·, 

. 1 •h\ It in h . un hine of Goel' favor b,:- id"! the 

t.!, \·att:rs o~ • re and prosix-,ritv. who ncith<'r 

'kn w the storm. <.•( n<lv rsity not kJt t~ stings of 

-.orn)w, I w ul<l b ·~!\ you with roa-:in\K'd happhh.•_s. 

l voultl i,ray to our kind and lc,~ing Father that 

. ·11u r lif may ! ow on during the ,t>ming year as it . 

, f;d durin • t pa t y~ar as gently ~ .• · purliug 
t •·nm u ru :,-d anti unfii turbt' J. And you, r.,y 

'1r' 1 111 •• ,,1 ; . \!r who felt the hand of unkind fate 

11 • • • r ·ar th , t i. now passing, whose bc~rt~ 
, .,. • .1 h lo of <Jcar otte or who c spirits were 

, t 1ght1.d do, ·n >)'' e hurdcn of diuppointcd hop , 

,\·ould hie y u wi t ! . urceas from sorro • au,l 
~•· , ~ , frt1tn th(: f • ti ,n~ of your . o\1ls. I cuhJ 

p • al r,r. our ,·,1mir. sio11atc Fath ~ to . ootb yo r 

,l ' i 1 ,r 1e t a• •i lift your cru•• ing b~rdc:-1 . to 

-, r:i nt you a . ·at her in you m '/ t ·ap in joy now 

tl .1 t you hav~ . o\: cd in tears. 

: 

To-night, also, Jl1" thoughtB Jingt-r in love upon 
rht• people of Israel whose J>('culiar genius has cn
d1,we,J this <lay with i,ts wealth o{ meaning, and 1 

"ould • f ign pronounce the same blessing which 

Ki !'g Sol mon uttered on rl,a. memorable dav ! 

"Hie cd il' the Lord that hath ~iv~n rest un to t; i-; 

f)<"11ple hr.1cJ.'' BJJt I cannot. For my people to

ni "ht• arr not at rest. ThousanJs arc thi nigh 

wMd •rers upou the !ace 0£ the earth, driven from 

th ir homes and their hearths hy the fury of devas
tating war and by tbe hate of oppressors. ' Thou-

nds arc thi night e3ting th~ bread of affiktion • 

moistened in tears. And from their tried aoJ 

troubled heart~ there ascends to-night to the throne 

of the all-merdf ul God a fervent prayer that the 
new year may ring to them a blessed release from 
aU their tribu • on , t11 t ,t ay revezi1 un.to their· 

l rtgrng J • • bow of promise now th:i the 

. ton .~ r u ir b c broken over them. 

·, 

( 

It i he tragi experiences o{ our people duri 
the past ye.tr that should form the theme of iny 
discourse thi evening. But I · shall not cast a pa,J 

. . . 

of gloom over this festival which has at all -ti me~ 

l en regard d as a Y om Tob a day of spiritual re• 

j<: icing for our people, by dwelling upon the omber • 

and th darker hue! that limn the physical vicic; ·i

tudc of th major part of our people to.day. 
Rather out of the pathos of I r:icl's life sh~tl I" 

draw the in:piration for my m~asagc of Hope thi ' 

a-c iug. Even like unto E:tekiel of ol<l who sent 

his spirit to th~ Valley of Dried Bone~ to rect'ivc 

inspiration for his message of Life, so shall I draw 

the stn:ngth for the go.c;~l of Hope and Faith and 

Courage w_hkh I would preach to-night from the 

nii c~y and the suffering of my brothers. 

H.u it ever occurred to you, my f ricnds, wh.t a 

pathetic failure, mcasurccJ by conventional stan

dards, Isra 1 as a nation has been. \Veighed in the 

balance of national aims and !lipirations, ho piti

fully ~antini; sra 1 is found. Dc.:privcd of his hem<', 

a ·.i~abond mon the peop1 s of the earth, cat- . 

tcrcd and br < n, subject to the play of Fortunt 

and the ",,hims ol tyrnnts, Israel can boast of none 

of the prerogati es that. a, kes a nation gr at. 
I 

.. 
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,: 
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r:c1 .. ium'., pri<c i v:oundt'd bccau~e an enemy ic; 
;, po ·t•s io,1 of its land. Po.!and's wul i. 0·1triil~<'rl ' 
i,cc; t: . a stranger ha'j u .. t1rpeti it government. 
lrdan , • • !-pirit :., restive bec-a, ·e her intiepcnd nc~ 
t.., gorH·. Italy i:.1 ~acrificin, thousar d of it suns 
to ru l " ( t a ~tr" p of her C nqut·n:·d soil; and Franc<: 
i:-. :icriticinK millions. They :lll -no\\' that invad<',I 
t,·r ·it11ry and l<>'i'i of independence mean: ;i dcpr~• 
ci;t t ·< status oi nationhood, a lo· in rank an<l intlu-
•• n· , :11 a \\'<•rk, natiou:il failur . \\'hat a <li ·mal 

fail l:n • • lsracJ, then! Hi land the possc. sion <Jf 
'-1 1 ~111 rer: , him~clC the shuttlecock of I'ort me! 
\\ hat a di:mal failur t \Vhat a ·wr tchC'd bankrupt! 

Ah! but what a sublime failure! \Vhat a uol,l'! 
ha11krupt ! • • • 

T 1 nations of the earth hovi ~ no eternal put• 
pvse to . ervc, no eternal mi sion to fulfil, know ontr 
to well that loc.. of power ~nd ind(pcndcnc(' ancl 
t ·rritory means ultimate natiomal and ct lturaJ ·x· 
tinction. A na.tjoo once politically weakcn~d i in
C',·ital,ly doomed to absorption. So Babylon grew 
we.ik and vanished. So A ) ria paled and di •d. .-o 
Egypt grew faint and expired. So Grc Cl' lost 
power. and pa scd into oblivion. So Rome Jan
gui. hcd to its doom. The nation · of the e:trth 
whose life i bound up with the things of the earth 
are _ ubjcct to the chanrre and transitorisH."SS f mun
dane exi tcnce. Hence they ·•r~ afraid of failut('; 
for failure .. pells death. . . 

But Israel whose J~fe i• wrapped up "1th the 
things <>f the pirit, Israel w~o conceiV1 d at the- \ cry 
dawn of its history a p~ which lJ·anscend · all 
national limitation , a mi. sion which i~ inc1 pen".fc-nt 
of all earthly pomp and circumstance, a de tiuy 
which is COC\'al with human progrc,s and c~tern3I 
with ·li(c itself, bract can dare to foil. For failure 
for Israel pctJs not death but· lift•. a richer and 
fuller life, a greater incentive. a Luger outloo awl 
a trongcr will. 

• Temporary failure, Israel knew, 1'.·as rendered 
certain l,y the very scope of his vision and magni
t de of his ta k. In a world enmc hed in imper! c
tions, a world which "is ' Rome or London, not 
Fool's paradise," his vision of human perfection wru 
doom ·d to successive failure!. But I racl could not 
Ii ·t n to the longing ~art and the yearning soul of 
the world, to "the still, sad music of humanity," 
without re ponding t9 its magic appeal. Ile re
solved to face failure in atl its grimness and a\~·ful
ncss, ju t so he could bring a brighter motif into the 
dark mui;;ic of humanity. 

And Israel, the sublimest failure of history, halJ 
lso be ·n the father o( sublime failure.. A race of 
p"rit al gi nt pr,ng from hi loins who , :estlcd 

with th~ II of ti f e and failed f io s. the redeemer 
of his p ople, whose heart was the ble ditlg thrc -
hold over which the childrtn of Israel teppcd into 
the Promised Land, wu a failure, 3landucd and , 

thrc-a cued and '-> trayt'd Ly the Ivery f oplt: 1'-'ht• r1 
h • r dr:i,:;.g" ng hi f:r d l!m~ thuw It \ . ' ! • 
and c e ... rt lands :rnd Ut" llr. with the 1:- ::it . o: 
hi~ i:e ;:J t 1•vithio hi\ t :ic , d~·;uJ.: a 11 10: 'lp1,JOtt'd 
au.i • ro' ·cn old man. fcrc 1;:ih. too, n c ~il in a 
for >fn Ian , his soul I <-•ling u1--~1 th<· w rmv: o<I 
of hi. ~ople'~ Kr<'.at ca! mity, ~tc ~<',J to d,· ..1 th at 
las b_v t c hand · of :ltc ,c-ry one · irn- Iw~•· '-ake 
he had emp-tied t1,e atauast ·r box of t i . Ii fc of .ill 
its happinc:s and filled with h1ttcn, '! and h :, .. , 
Jcr rniah . too, ,, a. a rra){ic failur('. ,\,.'} liC' '"" n,nn 
~, hole , ·orld calls~ fo ter, th Jc of (,-ilikc ·, · ;4 
su. rem {.,.:Jure. An~ Akiba tt:1art r ·•1 ,,y t 1e ,,., 
m• . , , :ts a failure.. .\nd Spiu 1a th • r,a ·,:: ,, I 
lcn . ,! S ,, h ·rcby pcopk could di~<'O\.' r n . w 1,.: .. :n 1 , 
:i , ?, 1 ti .... <>d and e:trmr.municatt-d , -.•,t a failt• " 
An 1 · i11ie, too, tl1e pin·:- f You g Ca. an:~ 
th .. b ,·~ s ldier in -t war oi th ,:: I~hert_ <,f n 11-
ki, ,". un d ~y b.~.cnes.1.ie. ,L c..l n,"· <l b_'-. r , ·:, 
n is l attr,~ gr ,-c, w> a faitur • 1 So were tlu : 

aU the t,r.1'· , the •rcat, th· nt, )le lit crator, of . t• < 
~o!ld, t 1e emancipaton. of 1n,nlc:nd. F~ilun· ,• H • 

• So wa5 • ·ocratc-s, tbe , h brin >er of H Ila~. w rJ 
s for•.:-:d to re-1d hi faH re in a cup of J crnk-d· ! 

1arolc!, th . " .--armC'd pr phct1
' or Fl r

undcr d ~: . ~ • corru t cl fb')' .. nd 
a~e. Jed . 'h ~ ~1 rrf .. 
. ki,· ·in n 

.. ; nee, th 
new da ·, incat~t:r 1t long 

year y cnt to th ft t I ,. ..: ! .'o 
war Ga ·1co, wI1~c lrit lived .i tan the ph r•· 
of h~av n, f ced to ti t c the ry of n1:\\' rtvcl.&tion 
within ini d<"ny his O D pintu:>.l off 
was Fr nci . co Ferrer, the Promc heu 

·ho Cough i mor nee· the church and tr, . ,urt-
martia eJ .<l hot! T ~y were failure l, · • t h • 
, ·h t \o!>limc faihuu ! \Vbat uccc fut 

For hig-hw y o( chilization i M ·r j 
th mi ·.,tones of th~ failure,. lt is the 
a , c i ;1s "'ho wett too big fot ~uccc , 
t. ·r w. y ''To 6nd \he \\'c: tern p:itb ri~" t r 
the gat • of wrath", wlw nur cd the 1i :·fit of 
rc!S in the Go hcn-b11d o( th ·ir soul Iii! a,: 
them was darkness I God be thanked for , . 

• f •• 

' men into out world w a have the faith illld u ,, 
courage to push • ide immt-diate auccc whicJa 
m«- ns dtimnte failun1 aod chose imm<·d;atc failure 
whh:h m ans ulti e triumph. 

• It i tnis thoug t tNt I would kav 
·to-n·g . \ ·11en ., , y for hies 'ng. 
ce ses for the comir,g 1 r, pray aJr,o <• 
of th t aupr me b tit , which j5 tltu,: 

. and Yislon to fa.ii f . Pra, that you do not .. 
, '. 

yon 

. 
f 

. ., 
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·c ,~ ,ean ;\nc! cphemi:r~\ 

b t,. ti with an i<lcal : ... \ • :n bri (Y you 

1 . ur•. _- an,l pain :\Ud cartar:i • · , • _ a so ulti

.• tc-' ! ry and tri\.lml,Jh. rra) th.1 r o ,, t I r dd to 

r iw 1,0ructhing of tl e t ;.t 11<~ t • i:fin·t , 

·,. e ,i ion, the g\~am, tht light t • t n • r 'v\a on 

. :, or lan~. the con ·ecration and t . t's dr<"am." 

· n,·n will you b kin to these immortal spirits who 

',,\<:d but whose ,·oicc bkn,t to-d . i1 ,, t • c mighty° 

,. torio of Ch·iii1 .• tion. . • T :1 , i 1 your 

•. ·. rt beat true to the rhythm of • • :.) ·r f t . . . 
• I . , 

-----.... - - -
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Uu~ngs 

t 
I 

arJ, ol 
ml11• 
llh I 

,od'n blcssln upon J,Oll, fl 
Is !r~J(l to BC l OU all, ) Ull Ulhl { Id, 
15011s nm! d ught1•r1,1 or the CO\, n·tnt 
i;nt11et c<l In ll11s House or llod, ,;u111• 
111011 1I )1ltbC1r by tho Irr, lst lhl ll)l[IC ll 
11r t hle .i;acr ctl d ) , nno Its h,lJlt1w d • 
eocinlious, ru1d out or tho !ulln ss ot 
my .a rt, w}1lch 1s to nJ~t t sllrr u \\ , 
Ill morks CllHI \;lllOUon 1 \\ o rid r, 1 
bl s ) ou. ): ou, mJ,· broth r nu<I sis , 

I 
\\ htJ o lot durin~ tho J•a t ) r lu1,l 
ten 111 111 nt _places, "ho dwell lu tho 

I

• sunshlno or ••<>ll'a t n vo the cull 
of p c and ltJ,•, '1 I J 

n lmrw th tlo adHr llJ, 
it tho Rtlug of l 'I\ 011I 
OU \\ Ith l. uttnu Jll Ill 

oultl pray to our kl111l nnd lo\ In 
th, r that J, our I lfe > fl ,in du 

he ,•-0m111g J, nr n •I • ,1u1 l11, th 
II l,Cllll)· n ,, Jrllng .Ill:< I 

nnd undlstu . ~\nd ) ou, 1 
nd slst r, 'I\ f It U10 h 

Into tlunng tho J,t' r ll1at 
Ing, who b nrts uch d nl 

r on " or 'I\ hose 11plrlts w 
O\\ u hy tlw burdt•n of •lls 

. 1 would 1,1 \\ 
od f 

t rt 
f 

cnt prnycr thll 
t o tllf' m r. h lC!! 

th t r tbulnllons. I hat 
gl11g ey s a rn 
that the s torms 

.. ... 
t hOII I 
my dtacourt1 th 

But l shall not C11t1t a pall 
er tbls f • ttvR.l wh lch has 
hc~n rcgarrlc <l 8!! u. Y o •r 

unl r jolcln 

, th" mis r y and 
urotbcr • 

llaa It O\ r o urr ii to . 011. 111) fr , 1111" 
v.h t n J :ithctlc tn1lur.,, 1111, 11,,,1 r,y 
con,·, nt 101ml stonllards, J,ir" I • 11 ,. 
tlon Juts t" n. \\ clgh<d III ti,. b.1l 1n, •f 
1w.tlona1 '" Ill n111I n.,;11lrntl"ll" hOI\ Jllll• 
ully \\1&ntl11i:: brm I Is 10111111. IJ, 11r1, •I 

o r hi honu, 11 \ngnh<1111 l n111,111s th• ;,,..o
J1les of Ute ••nrlh sc.1llcr c1 I nnil hrok• n, 
uhJ ct lo tho l•luy of Fortun n 111I I hl• 
him ,,f tyn1111 , I ~rnc l • <' n boast .,r 

10110 ot t h • prcro !flh ca that mnl,c" n 
nlion ,rr at. B lg•11m·s r•rlcl, ls \\ m.ud• 
u b• cause n n .,nc111y Is In posi:;c11sio11 o r 

Jami. l'olau d'a i;c,u I la 0 11 t rai;,•cl ho• 
u■ atr n , r ha" uaurred Its gov-

rnm•-nt, Ir 1111d II spirit i s 1 1 U v, b • 
au h r ,nu 11 n d nee Is i;o11P.. Ital) Is 

B&Crl fklng thommnrl" "' H:s 1<u11 11 tn r e• 
dt1,m .:it rtp .,r 1cr conqupr ccl soil : :i 1111 
:F .-.nc 111 a c r ltlclng m11l ton .!<. ' l'hcJ,' 
all know th l lnvad, ,1 t erntory nnc1 ,,. u 
of 111dcpemlenc11 m 011 11 a d c prt>l' l"1 t. fl 
atnlus o r nationhood. o. !Ol!l'I Jn rnnk und 
Influen ce, In .1 wv rll, naUonal ff\.llu r~. 
\\ hat I\ dh1mn l 1'a1l11ro I s J s racl, th~n! 
11 l s l n n(l the poss f; ion or at rnnKt'r .!!, 
hims It t he shuttl ecock or 1-·or111nfl: 
\\ihn t 11. di mal rauur.i! What a wret<:ht d 
bankrupt! 

Ah! but what n u bllme failure : 
a. noblu bankrupt: • • • 

I I, 

' I 
t1 I 1 
lirrn : 

h~ r,. 
11111 ,, 
l•• )tlllJ 
uul lit 
w Jli;ht 

th 
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H it curr d to you , my fri 
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b • aim an ir ho 'f-
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