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.rhere is a~ blessing Which- I ·would wish for yo - the bless in 

r 
pray tla t your life in the coming year may count 

• 
~ 

eve, more vitally in the lives of other ~en. 

'?~n and for ourselves we are as a gr in of dust in th balance. our beauty 

and our strength and our pride are soon lowered into the grav • I recall 

the inscription which I read one dB¥ on a small tablet ~n the British eum. 

It had been excavated from some ancient ruin. tits base as a reclining 

skeleton am above was this inscription: ia bi wk. "Tell me, friend, if you 

can, whether he ho reclines here was once an handsome youth or an ugly clown." 

Death completely obliterates our little elTes but never our So-ciJselves. 

1'he meaning am signiticance of our 11 ve which find ~ in 

allegiance to great causes, in service o ~ ideals, in helpfulness, are 

treasured forever 1n the onward sweep of these causes and ideals, and in the 

unending inf lueme of such helpfulness. 

Human life is a cooperative experiment and personal development is a 

social~ No man can 1mprov himself solely through hi own .1\-U~ • 

11/e require the outer stimuli and the 1mpresa1ona of other men for our growth. 

It takes the best in our neighbor to bring out the best in us. Hence the 

whol of human progress depaids upon the readiness of men to select only such 

~~ ~~J~ . 
objectives in llf a as will lead to the ...QODIPQ~ weal s 

/ thro~out his life and in all the manifold 

contacts of his life seeks to be helpful, ministrant in a quiet 

way. This is my se d blessing. 

Service is otten misunderstood. To serve our fellowmen has for some 

become merely a formal e:z:eroise in benevolence, a way of escaping the ~ 
ot idleness, or an outlet for unaatistied personal cravings. The creed of 

ervice has been ~ ~ c-( in our land. but seldom ~ [;1~ practiced 



-2-

profoundly understood. To help the needy is service, to be sure, but only 

the first stage in serYioe. The next step and the next is 7f.. µn.,,'ltjof 

one's entire career,-not the spare hours or the surplus energy - but one's 

~ essential life, so that it will count in the lives of other men for r1f 

4& 

One is not a se?"V&nt of society ho 1a ~~ in his business alld 

philanthropic in his leisure. <ne does not serve who is an egoist in his 

private life and an altruist in his public life. One serves truly only 

who throughout his life and in all the manifold 

to be helpfUl~inistrant in a quiet,f~ 

fir¥ aeeomt blesslbg. -

contacts of his life seeks 

inoffensive way. 
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