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fflE OLD AND THE 11D 

ROSH HASH.AN.AH - 1932 

A New Year, my friends, spells new hope and new expectancy. It is 

like turning into a new and untrod road where the eye expects to come upon 

a new vista and a fresh scene. 

And, 0, how eager we all are this new year for a new vista and a fresh 

scene! How wearily has the last year dragged I Bow overcast iralte the akies , 

bow thorny- the road l Men walked w1 thou t hope. Men succumbed under the load 

of their heavy burdens. Men saw their ambitions beaten down and their dreams 

come to naught. Want and destitution, like gaunt, grim spectres, came to 

haunt the habitations of our people. 

Most assuredl7 we all wish for a New Year. for a different kind of year. 

Our souls yearn for those daye of prosperity and well-being which were ours 

just a short while ago but which now seem so far dietant, so strangely remote, 

like an insubstantial dream which swiftly dissol •ed into nothingness. 

Our sages ha.Ye always admonished us to remember the uncertainty and 

impermanence of worldly ■st, station and euccese. "ill flesh is grass , 

and all the 'P' ~ thereof is as the flower of the field. The grase wi thereth, 
r, 

the flower fadeth, when the breath of the whrd- bloweth upon it." But we 

never imagined that their universal admonition had any direct and personal 

application to us. Our optimism, which derived from our mounting prosperity, 

deluded us into a aense of personal imnunit7. fl could not be touched. Our 

Rabbis had declared: tfN 3 , ft: [y ~! ? {f (I?/ 11? lo,k r~ fr 

Jtf rP , » \ \ hJ\ 11 ~ . J j' h-" If 

ur 
•Thi• world le likened to a rw el,asat •a ilaw wate1. !'he full buckets ae 

" 
the7 come up are emptied. !'be empt,' buckets are tilled.• The wheel of 

fortu.ne1we Jene' would continue to turn as it baa turned silently and implacablT 



through all the agee but our bucket• would al,rqa be filled 1 - We were secure I 

But, behold, to our utter confusion, the band of deatiny reached out and took 

hold even of u in our impregnable security, and shook us with auch a Tiolence 

and fu.rr as to leave us crushed and desolate among the ruins of our erstwhile 

fortunes. 'fhe small and the great alike went down to defeat and even the 

mighty men were set at naught. 
T(J 

110 wonder then that we stretch forth prayerful bands - the dawn of thie 

Bew Year and that we fervently pray &8 did our fathers of old, ~r~ . 
•' -

1 ( 7'.J l {l ) 1 / ✓ / /,-, j' I ~ J e I 

"May the old year with its evils end. May the new year with ite blessing 

come.• 

At no time were people so dieeatiefied with the old as today. We look 

back now on the manner and the tempo of our life during the decade which 

preceded the debacle of 1929 - the fat luxuries, the unreetrained licenee, 

the feverish gambling, the vulgarities of both young and old,-and we feel 

ashamed. 

We look back today upon the economic order under which we lived, in 

which we placed our trust eo completely and which promi1ed such a glamorous 

millenium for everybod7, and we feel betr97ed. We turn from our immediate 

pa■ t with 1n1ch little regret becauee it was 80 uneatiafying and d1aappo1nting. 

:hes; twM ■peaJc, to4er ~ •reeone~r~e,!en. • Why~ :!@caUl......,..,._.. .. d'- ort!e!' o1l 

I!. 
tb,tngL ., 'b1 ekeD clowa aea,letelp e• ••a4■ ln 411 a neat!: ot thorougttgot:~ • 

... , ..... 
~ ,..., a Bew Tel!d" , a f re 1h etart, a new cnaitcl. 

/, ;} What 1e it ..... that we want the future to give us which the paat had - - ---
not? I■ it ju.at that we are bankering after the fieah-pota of twentT-eight 

and twent7-nine? Would we really be content if' the7 would be returned to ue? 
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'!here are many thoughttul men and women who pray that those~• may never come 

back again. Many pegpJo base •zp••eaed the e£rong 

tu. wa,p Wey? Surel1 not because the1 enjo1 the depression and look with 

~quanimi ty upon the misery which has engulfed millions ot our people. WhJ' 

do we shrink from a return of that era which reached its inevitable denouement 

in 1929? What waa missing in that gilded~ which made life, in epi te of i ta 

~' 
mounting affluence and ewollen wealth, ignoble, inferior, ••9'"7 and unaatiafying? 

Well, in the first place, it was a spurious age. Its prosperit1 wae .... 

artificial and manipulated. To the undiscerning eye 1 t may have appeared 
r-

\.,\M 

and aid appear a very prosperous age but 1 t was only a surface proeperi ty 
r-

covering up er7 effectively an internal decay. It was not a healthy and 

vigorous proeperit1 but a feverish and ennervating one during which both 

public morality and private virtue were relaxed and declined. It was built, 

not upon labor, but upon epecula~ion and the insatiable appetites of' eociall1 
d.,. I ' 

irresponsible people. Me devot~ themselves• to the normal procesees 
~ 

and enterprises of economic life • .-.t to the eatisfaction of the legitimate 

and normal needs of our nationu ·-....~n reckless avarice, t 7 reached their 
~~'>-'V- '-

graaping hands into the future and attempted to'lurn into present gain the 
I' 

unborn wealth of' tomorrow. 11nanc1al juggling and manipulation were resorted -
to on a scale unknown in the entire hietory ot mankind. The 1nveat1gat1ona 

which have taken place in the last few years into the methods and practices -
of .American business eince the war have revealed auch an appaling record of 

financial dishonesty, avarice, greed, and betrqal on the part or bueineea 

leaders, bankers, and beads of corporations, such a violation of tbe~ 

of busineaB and the etandarda of comnercial integrit1 as to cause ue to hang 



.. 

, ~ 
our heads in abs.me. And with thie appaling mendacity went au.ch an appaling 

( 

stupidity, such amazing economic nafv•t,. Our great captains of indust17 in -
their shining. invincible armor who were to lead us to the Kingdom of Plenty, 

with two care in every workingman's garage, were found to be Don Q,uixotes 

astride their lame and halt Rosinantea, tilting with broken la.ncee the wind-

-4-

an age and ite ... ......-aberrations. It wat1 a sick age, sick w1 th the consuming 

fever of acquisitiveness. It was a dangerous age ~consigned millions of 

people to cold, povert7 and hunger in the midst of overflowing abundance. It 

was a tragic age. 

In the second place, our prosperous era was isolated. Ours was an isle 

of abundance in a eea of universal destitution. This tact alone lent a bitter 

ta,te to our prosperit7 and actually decreed its swift collapse. The world 

was poor and we were rich. In the twentieth centUJ7 such a condition cannot 

long endure. 

"That old dream has fled forever, that we dwell serene and far 

With God's special smile to light us on some ateadr aeparate star.n 

The spreading gangrene of economic degeneration which had attacked the 

countries of Europe, Aaia and South Jmerica was certain to reach us too. 

Our proaperit7 could not endure, because, among other thinge, it waa not 

part and parcel of a world prosperity. Again srd agata the evea~e ef tu 

..,... 

inextrieabl7 part ot the world. We are entangled in the sk'1n of inter-

national economic life. '!'he pe•eepttoa or aaotbaz t1u•h •• aew ..._,, 

1~1•-••s. Juat aa in modern warfare there can be no victor and no Tanquiehed, 

oLaaenc■le &aoliae there can be no p~oeperoue nation and no depressed 



• 

, nation but all alike, .sooner or later, suffer the comnon tate of economic 

decline. No nation toda1' can build an oasis of economic security for iteelf 

and hope to ward off indefinitely the encroaching desert of world-wide 

economic disaster. 
~ 

.Again, the past era was filled with bate. p collective life was 

dictated by suspicion and hate. Our huge competitive armaments were the 

offspring of bate. Both ~ope and America, ta111@:il ,_Isl abllc ,, Will, 

with twenty-five million• of men stalking like ghosts through the streets 

of their great industrial cities unable to find work, are spending ,aatl; 

larger sums on their armies and navies toda7 than before the war - peace 

conferences, disarmament conferencea, outlaW17 of war pacta notwitbatanding. 

Even Germany, proclaiming to the world her inabilit1 to pay reparations and --
lJlf' public and private debts, is nevertheless clamoring for the right to 

build up her war machine to the level of the strongest military power in 

Europe. Hate today 11 writing its testament of blood across the face of 

China and India. Acrose the ten million graves of the slain in the World 

War, mankind bas marched not to peace, aa it fondly hoped, but to inten­

sified animosities and to a new Pentecost of calamity. Hate and mutual 

distrust wrecked the last diearmament conference in Geneva. 1'be Jar qe 

dictated bz bate, Tbe peaee •• 4le,a.1ied: 1>j hate. A.ml ail :peel 1NY' 1nta,r-

-5-

~na] reJat10:01 ha•• •••11 ht:e11utned not by mu.ttta"l. a,mpa••• llll4e111taad1.Dg, 

tol••••• eP v111oa ... ~t 1w narrow burtfn] aelf-1ntereat and bl~nd hat• i F'" i I --- ,_ .I Illa . . w I . I 

Racial conflicts and competitive, chauvinistic nationalism, with 1111111 hatred ------
of the stranger and the inmigrant, have ever,wbere increased. Bate built 

our barbed-wire' tariff fences across the face of Eu.rope and .America and 

launched a disastrous economic trench-warfare all over the world. 

lve1"7Where bate, nowhere love. Bever eince the fall of the Roman 



• 

, 
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lmpire and tbs world confusion which followed it has the Western world been 

eo disrupted culturally, and spiritually so shattered aa it la todaJr. 

Ho wonder that we long for a new start, a new world, a new era. 

13ut where shall we tind it? Or how shall we fashion it? 
~ (J 

Clearly we need not a restoration but a reconstruction. The new world - ~ ) 

must be free from those elements of gross inequality, insecurity, isolation 

and bate which brought the old world to this sorry pass. It must be an 

orderly world in which man will not be victimized by organized greed or - • -
by the unintelligent distribution of the wealth which be himself helps to 

produce. It must be a just world in which non-productive financial juggling 

and greed will be met not with rewards but with punishment. It mu.st be a 

secure world in which man will be protected against the encroachment of --
labor-displacing machinery. It must be a world in which man will dominate 

the machine and exploit it for the benefit of all and not the profit of the 

tew. It must be a world in which the disabled, the old, the unemployed will 

be adequately protected. 

Such a new social order ia not the work of a year or a generation -

unless it comef about through bloody revolution. 13ut revolution is alway• 
C- (Tlol~..U.,'\tl 

the•••• f t:ag proof that the leaders of the old regime lacked the gift 

of statesmanship and the vi•ion to adjust old institutions to new condition■. 

The seeds of a new social order need not always be sown in the soil of terror 
~~~1 ~ 

and nurtured by the blood o! civil war. ..---can be resolutely willed by a 

people if that people is unafraid to experiment, unenthralled by old slogans 

and catch phrases, pragmatic, realistic, neither enamored of the old juat 

because it is old or afraid of the new just because it 1e new. But the new 

social order must be willed l - ---- - The Iingdom ot God cometh not with obaerTationl 

It ma.et be planned and carried through b7 the beet mind• and the atouteat 
(/A,_ 

heart, ot .._people. 



• 

, We shall have euch a new world aa 1100n aa we make up our minds that we 

really want it and are ready to pay the price for it. Some things we shall 

ha.Ye to sacrifice for it and some very desirable things. Perhaps aome of 

our freedom, our individualism and our private initiative. Perhape~ ways 

-7-

~ -h VJ 4AiAk 
will be found Gtn4iP1oll~ these desirable values o! life into other 11atisf7ing r 
channels. The new order may- place limitations upon the wealth which an 

OJCtMr ~ I~ 
individual may posaees. This may a.i-- prove a spiritual and moral, v~• •••• 
~ ..-i~ ~ 
a p dl ■a4•-•~e. But surely we shall..,, es aule ,b achieve anything 

of the new1tn terms of stability, security and the greater good for the 

greater number1unless we are willing to surrender aomething of the old. 

!his will be our searching test in the z a Llsll near future. In the 

hot fires of the new age our spiritual metal will either~ovf malleable 

enough to make the necessary adjustments or inflexible and indurate to a 

point where it will break utterly. 

Another requirement fort• fiaakiouing of the new age am\ at maletag 

it•••• ••••••I• tarn••• ali le to rediscover the totality of the race 

of mankind. Since the war the peoples of Europe have been terribly prov­

incialized in their outlook and have been driven back, spiritually speaking, 

•within their narrow national boundariea. The nations of the world today' 

are like the jumbled fragments of a scattered picture puzzle. Somewhere -
there is a pattern into which they all can tit. But men have forgotten 

the pattern. Each fracgment is sharp-edged, biting and piercing its neighbor. 

The concept of univerealis~. of internationalism, ot humanity baa suffered -
an almoat total eclipse in our dq. lven within a single country the factions 

have multiplied to such a degree and have become 10 hostile and bent upon 

each others destruction that the concept of country, of that integrated 

unity which we call a people, baa declined. A menacing fragmentation baa 



• 

, set in the world. In the eighteenth century the leaders of thought spoke ,_ 
hopefully and enthusiastically of tlll Republic of Europe, of a united and 

universal empire of all peoples. Even during the nineteenth century, the 

era of evolving nationalism, men spoke eagerly of a United States or the 
0.. 

World, a "Parliament of Man, tllli J'ederation of the World." .A William Lloyd 

Garrison was able to voice a sentiment undoubtedly shared by millions in 

his dq: "Our countey is the world, our countrymen are all mankind." 

'l'o~ "all think their little set, mankind." Today we are passionate and 

excited only about our own little exclusive fatherlands. We have far leas 

sympathy for peoples near and far than at any time in the past, although 
,-, \l,< 

p~sically peoples have been brought - closer to one another by the 

progreaa of ecience. A. Prenct •~Yanf once wiael;r obeerYed. that •tt is 

easier to know mankind in general than man individua.lly. 1 Today we 

neither know man individually nor mankind in general - only groups, 

parties, races and nationalities. The golden chalice of Human Brotherhood 

has been broken into a thousand fragments of international and interracial 

rivalry. 

If the new age cannot res tore the ideal of a united mankind to a 

place of centrality and paramount,,.ey in human 

utter defeat as the last age has. 
C-,<fl,~.,,I 

And finally, there 1• another r.J)•rtnsn~t 

thought, it will go down to 

for the newAage are 

h . We must rediscover the Inner Lite. Disasters have always 

drlYen peoples inwardly. Perhaps the distraught and unsettled conditions 

of our own timee .\till alao turn this generation inwardl;r.~n ma;r haft the 

root, of hie life oute de of himself or within himself. ~e difference 

consiate in that the roots outside may be cut aw,q b7 an e wielded by 

etr8ll89r 1 a hande, while the root• within are aecur• from llucb deatruction.) 



• 
, In the last era, men have lived too much e~ternally and sought their sat­

isfactions too frequently in external things. Even the moral emphasis of 

our time bas been on external things, on improving or changing the world 

and not upon improving or changing ourselYea. l'e talked of perfecting 

-9-

society, politically and economically, but said little of perfecting our­

selves. It is, of course, far easier to blame an abstract society or an 

impersonal institution for the evils which exist and for our own unhappiness 

than it is to point the accusing finger at ourselves and sq "mea culpa," 

or as our fathers said who were far less guilty of such sins than we are: 

-- U/11 - lj/r& ;, 

"'fe have sinned. We have transgressed. We have dealt perversely." - - -
All of us wished for serenity and spiritual tranquility in our lives 

it amidst the din of the noisy, clamorous market-places 

instead of within the quiet precincts of our own minds and souls - in 

thought, in self-culture, in love of learni ng and i n the quest of beauty. 

The profound and beautif'u.l thought of Isaiah we had completely forgotten. 

~ J ) ) '.., 2 ~ ,...,_/\ ( 

,r 
"In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength." We wanted .to .find 

aignlficance and value in our lives, to give the~ the dignity of enduring 

things, but we looked tor them not in Joyous, creative work which ia socially 

useful and in activities which t1ve freedom and range to our highest talents 

end IFS ss I Pit tali WIJe, but• things and pureuite which are insignificant 

and ephemeral. We hungered for the zest end romance ot life but we looked 

for it not in self-discipline which heightens the delight of every human 

experience, but in self-indulgence which really deetroya all zest and romance. 

We had forgotten that, 

"Self-re'terence, aelf-ltnowledge, self-control 

!he■• three alone lead life to sovereign power." 



a 

' 
/. /4 

We bad forgotten the wisdom ot the Rabbil who declared, •He that ruleth 

hie spirit i• better than he that taketh a cit7.• 
"1--1---

en who built for themselves and within themselves an inner life and 

1n their homes an inner sanctuary have not been crushed by the economic 

reverses which swept over the world in the last few years, and will not be. 

~e economic facta of life have undoubtedly impinged sharply and painfull7 
f ~ :£.. 

upon them. but, swept by storms and buffeted, their lives, nevertheless, 

have stood and will ■tand secure. Their roots are deep - deep wt thin 

themselves, and the7 are imnovable. 

Rosh Hasbanah ls essentially a holiday of the Inner Lite. It celebrates 

no historic event, no aeaaon of nature. It is dedicated to a survey and ~ 

stock-taking of our inner world - a day of eelf-judgme~t, self-criticism, 
/~, ,J 

th mta w1 ttt t wu.i -. ■elf-anal7ai. t· , f 

we need tor ow own we!l ~ei~~ 
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