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New Year 1933 

The people &f Israel approach the new year 5694 with heavy hearts . 
for 

The past year has been one of treat tribulation K~\us . A pestilence that 

walketh in darkness - a recrude~ccnt plague of nedieaval f~naticism and hatred -

hos devestated the lar.r,e and fair i'f Jewish community d>f Germany and has brou ht 

dismay to the hearts of our people throu~hout the world . The catasprophc came 

~ith the suddenness of a thunde~bolt . Neither we nor the Jews of Germany ~ere 

prepared for it. If some one had prophesied it a year ato he would have been 

called mad . ~evertheless such is the st1·antc and unpredictive character of 

Jewish history and such is (the) volcanie state of the world th~t what was mad 

12 months a~o is t day cruel uncont't" vertahle facts. A. year a~o 

when 0ur t,rethren in r,ermany assernhled in their synA~o~ues to ~reet th~ nev 

y~ar they were free ~n and citizens of a free country . ~oni~ht they are 

0 men such as sit in darkness 

and in the shaciow of death, hein~ ound in afflictton and in iron". Toni~ht 

they find themselves had~ in the middle a•es - and in an 

land bound atain as were their fathers in the days of the Crusades and the 
nwn 

Plack PJ.a-!,ue, fearful of their •~~ shadows and the s011nd of their own voice 

and facinr, the new year v:i th helplessness and despair . 

Pere we a people unac~uslomed to such sudden and tra~ic mutations of 

fortune we mitht well be demoralized and our new year mi~ht well be turned for 

us from a day of new hope and new heginnint into a day of mournin~ and defeat . 

Put we are an ancient people innured to such stran~e vicissitudes of forttmc, 

to suffering and violence. Sufferance is the badge of all and so is 

heartache and dislllusion~nt. We recall that for !litler and the azis this 

is only the year one. For Israel it is the ye~r 5694! We count from creation! 

l-. c stretch OUT' lif espnn from the he inninr, of the world VlU( even unto the end I. 

An➔ our anctent wisdom has tau•~t us patience and fortitude and faith in the 
( rl' , f 

unconquerahle mi~ht of tho~e ideals with which our <lestiny is ltnl·ed. 
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For even as the Lord chante not, so will ye, o sons of Jacob not be consuncd. 
these 

How often <lurin~ X~M dark months - sou~ht rcfu~c (ls . ) 

So that thou~h our h~arts are wei~hted toni~ht with a heavy load of cfl.re, 
as 

ue do not mean to yi~ld to ~ny nood of desp lr. ~atherAthe messa~e of this 

,,1orious memories and dedicated 

to the human aspirations an hi~h endeavors rolls in upon us, shall we drink 

deep of the welts of splritu~1 conficence and hope and renew our KXX~MMXM 

stren~th as o old. 

\·e shall do more. nitter experiences may become ennohlint experiences 

if we learn how to distill from th .m the essence of wisdom. The deadliest 

poisons ,M~~ possess thcra~eutic values. It is hard for man to discover their 

medicinal properties. If we inquire we may derive many ~holesome lesson~ from 

the latest a:t ~t in the classic drama "Israel among the n~tlons". 

First of all we shall c instructed by our study of the situation 

that what we watch the unfolciin• drama that we are withessing at this moment 

is only a scene, an episode in the drama, not the denoument• the final act. 

The cuttain has not yet fRllen on the German-Jewish drama. Scenes And action 

move very rapidly on the star,c of the modern world - and many unexpected sur­

prises arc possible. In fact the least expected is th~ most frequently en­

countered on th~ political sta~e of the world today, and nothin~ is so certain 

as chan~c. ~itlcr's GerM~ny 1ay prove to be an even more ephemeral affair than 

the ¥aiser's Germ~ny. a ~tack and u~ly interlude in th~ historic evolution of 

the ~erman people - and only another painful incident · 1n the in,mortal life of 

Tsrael. •7hen I consider ~hat as happened in the world only in the last 15 

years - when I think of what has ha ene<l to the 100 yt-ar old powerful ernpir~ 

of the ~U!;sian Czars, and to the vast empire of Austria-l-1un~ary, and when I 

call to mind the revolutions which have swept over the world in the \ast decade 

and a half and which are still a itating peoples and continents, when I behold 

- --\ 
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the unprecec.ented economic transformations which arc takino place everywhere, 

destro~in~ old ways of life and thou~ht and creating new conceptions and new 
• 

standards - in a word - when I HH~~ envis~ ,e the whole chanr,eful, unsettled, 

sc~thin~ panorama of mankind, I refuse to ascribe any perfTlBnence or finality 

to a ,political and ~ocial X~p~ aberrations such as Naziism, and to si-

rnil~r outcroppin~s of extremism elsewhere in th~ world. In times of Curious 

uphec1val tt hehhoves u~ chidren of a people t/hich was old when r.ermany "'·as 

not even horn, to re,nc1in una rc1id, stron~ anc! patient, to ~uide ours~lves by 

the unL,ilin~ compass of r~ason anc f~ith until we outride tt,e storm and reach 

t'1~ safe harbor a~ain. 

Above all we shall he a , rronished not to yield to helpless anter that 

is bad for the ind and the s oul. .1elpless ra~e plays havoc with one'.s critical 

faculties. It throws out of: balance one's sense of proportion and disso -i!!.!CJ.vcs 
meet, 

and distorts one's whole outlook. \~must anc we shall meet, this Nazi attack 

with intellitent action. ~e shall continue to present our jut cause to the 

tribunal of the ~orld. Our first attempts ay fail. Ultimately they will 

prevail. ~e shall continue to inform and arouse the conscience of the world 

touchin• the iniquities of th~ "azi rc~ime and its inherent menace to the peace 

of the whole world. \· e have found and shall continue to find many friends. We 

shall demand action from the Lea~ue of ifations, which is pled~ed to the principle 

of the protection of nninorities. The J~~1s of r.ermany have been cut away from 

the body wlitic of Germany by itler an<l had their status chnn,,ed from 

that of ~erman citizens to thnt of an alien minority. As such they are en­

titled to tne protection of those aws which in oth~r land~ protect minority 

races and poeples. There ar~ ~~rman inorities in P~land• Czechoslovakia and 

elsewhere ~,hos~ r i •h ts are protected by the Lf"a~ue. The Lenf!'.ue must now ~ 

sam~ 
asked to a ford the protect inn to the Jews in l';crmany, i-le have friends and 

champions in the Lea~ue, and bur cause will be heard. 

Above all, we must hrin~ the utmost pressure to bear upon Germany 

throu~h a worldwide economic boycott, hy refusin~ to buy its products or patron-

- -



ize those who m'"rch11ndise theq, , until the present criminal r'"~ime is destroyed 

or its inlquitous'it5t~I~~~M policies abandoned . In this all freedom- lovin . men 

and women , re~ardless of race or creed will join. This is moral action in 

self-defense . The Jew who buys r.errnan ~oods or handles German merchandise in 

his store or his factory is but to all sense of decendy and self-

respect, 8nd an enemy of~~ himself and of his peo?le. 

Alon• these lines of intelligent vction we shall precede . Let us 

hear in mind that the ~erman-Jewish situation is not primarily a problem pf 

relief and philanthropy. Primrtrily it is a political problem callin~ for 

political action. Of course we must help to the utmo5t the thousands of men 

and women in Germany who have lost all chbnce of earninr, a livin and ~ho are 

facin~ starvation. We must look after the refu~ees who have fled from Germany 

and now find themselves I.M <lf'stitute in forcitn !Ands . And in this connection 

let it be said on this ew ·e~rs Day when we are challenied to be honest,with 

ourselves XXMK that the response of the American Jew to the appeal for German-

Jewish r.elief MM« either h(!re M~ in Cleve nd e sew~ere in the .s . has 

een fiar from ma~nanimous. 2 mi11ion <loll a r s was a~ked for in the n.s. anr. only 

~ of that amount was raiscj. 

nut the prohlem cann the met by c arity even if it ~ere ten times as 

ent!rous as it has he~n . The G Je-ws of G r .any are not the vict \trs of a phystcal 

poirom (?) M~M~i where often wounds are heale and the dama~e repaired by char­

itBhle assistance and life can ~o on as usual. They are the victims of a system 

of and discrimination evo!~~ct ya political re~imc whose application, if un­

interrupted will inevitable X disrupt and de~rade and scatter the whole Jewish 

community of r.ermany - charity can be o[ no h~lp here . The laws must he abro­

r,ated . The re~ime ~KXXMM o~ its nefarious anti - Jewish policies must be des­

troyed. The poisonous anti-semi tic propa3anda \;hich this mad ient. is now 

spreadin~ throu~hXXMXout the worJd must be ~M M counteracted . The Jewish~ M~ 

people requires at this time political rAther than philanthropic leaders and 

a h~e defensefund to ca ry on political activity. l wish that the Jews of 

- --- - - - -
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Cleveland and the ' .S. had the political sense to envisa~e XM~ this problem 

from this angle - we need a ~idenin~ of our mental horizons. I have always 

b~en baffled bythis st~ante ob tuseness of Jews who are otherwise very in cl­

litent and practical people. In a world where antisemitism is ~ro in~ b0th 

at home and abroad, endn.nr,erin~ our political and economic positions, at a tinie 

when w~ should be ~irdin~ ourselves for actiont in self-defense, most of our 

leader~XXXMin~ men still helieve that all there is to Jewish life in these 

dan~erous time~ is the maintainance of hospitals for the sick and homes for the 

a~ed anrf afflicted, a function, by the way, which wi l soon he taken over by 

the state. The basic Je. ish pYoh ems are international in character, far flun• 

as are our , not local, and must h ve ~n international pror,r~m, and 

or~anization and ~trate~y for treir solution. There is a call today for 

Jewish lntelli~ence to direct itself to world Jewish problems, to antisemitism > 

to the problems of emi~ration an i .i~ration, to Palestine, to the K~~MK econ­

cmic adjustment of ou\ people to the new econ ic order which is comln~, to 

the unhalanced cquilihrium in our economic i fc in nll lands, to our cultural 

needs. We rm.1st needs cease bo be provincial and parochial - to what is known 
pres ent 

in this country and Je\• i sh Social Service. . keener insitht into th~!\ situation 

will enable us to view with keener insi~ht the J ~wish }i.MXil problem in Germany 

in its setting and to relate it to the lar~er problemt . ~e may take it as an 

axiom that wherever reaction .ets in the saddle, antisemitism is increas~d. y 

reaction I mean any tendency which carries a people away from liheralism in 

politics and tn cconoMics. Stron~ nationali min any country spells st\on~ 

antisernittsm; the new nationalism twhich arose in Europe in 1~4~ deprived the 

Jew of e ciual opportunitjM in the unive~sities, tr,e eovernment and the p,..ofes-

,;ions. he stron~ nationali~m which swept over ~ermany after the Franco-!'russian 

war '.f.~Kttl req 1lteci in lan~e 5Cal nntiscmitism. ~ovements of the '80 and the 

•C)() an the national chauvenism rampant in r.P.rmany now was fed by national 

defeat and humiliation KM~ has fanned the fires of Hitlerism and the present 

day campai~n n~ainst the Jews. The spirit of nationalism, beli~crant, arro-

-·- -
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~ant and e~otistical ls ~rowin~ 1~ the world todav . This has een so for some 

time . startin~ a ql1c:irter of a century n,;o - r.eon~e Freclericlr Ahbott, in "Is ­

~ael in Europe'' declared, " . 'ationaliRrm more than ;my other cause has h lped to 

hrin~ discredit upon t e rri.nciples of libet"t , , ~ equality and fr .::i tertiit:" . 

The world war with its slo~an of self - determinations pf peooles has unwittin~ly 

contributed to this world-wide malaise . 1ever has manvind been as fractionalized 

an-- dic;inte~rated as it is today . TI,c dre:tm of a universal mankind, a federation 

of men in the IR and the early 19 century has been qu~nched in the close, 

stuffy nationalism of the 19th (?Q) (2O~) 

It is secmin~ly a crime today to s1 eak of internct:i.onalism - and 

• 

• 

What was once a trihute now i an • To call a man an int national -

ist is to rand him with the of i ~f a'TIV ., . 
The youth o~ the world is no lon~er tauP,ht to think of humamity as a 

whole or mankind as a large, interdependent family, but of their own particular 

state as the ultimate d>hject of worbnip and a ... oration. And therefore t c youth 

of th~ wo Id is every~here in uproar tod~y - chentin~ tribal war-son•s and pr~-

parinr, their ~odies for s0me holocaust nea r at hand, to still the lust of the 

new 1oloch of nationalXK 1 an, amhitions. 

Thev can no lon~er ~t the ~~sses of the world to fi~ht for dynastie~, 

, 

or fo~ conquest of forei~n territory , or to protect the interests of an imperial­

istic capitalism. So the privile~ed cla~ses whose ~red can only e sati5fied 

by violence and war Rre now exploitint, nationalism and racialism and in the 

name of tl•ese fascinating myt s they are t- tuilinr, anJ bewitchin• and drivint! 

to disaster th~ y0un ~enerations of today. 

In a world of exclusive, f~ntastic, Aryan rac~ chauvini m and intoler­

ant bcwttched by nationalism, it is clear that the Jew M~ is hopelessly disad­
political 

vantagcd . The logic of sue\ a false{\philosophy 1s to re§~rd th~ Jew verywhere 

as an alien . The fortunes of the Jew are therefore everywhere idcntica X 

with tho e of li -eralism . hatcver makes for broad international good will 

and cooperation, for true cos opolltanisrn m,kes also for Jewish securi y and 



well-bein,,. We are international not only hy choice but by necessity. ~enoir(?) 

hoth critic and friend of the Jews, remarked lon~ ago: "Every Jew is ess-ntially 

a liberal, while the enemies of ~~M Judaism, examined closely, will he found to 

he, in ~encr:1l, the enerni~s of the modern spirit". And we should not reject the 

ap:,elJ:atlon by which our enefTlies and woul<l call us - we Are international-

istsf Only buffons of P.itler's ilk can s~e in internationalism the enemy of 

sound and wholesome nationa ism. Internationalism iR predicated upon nationali~m, 

1r,on separate and dic:.tinot peoples livin~ their own lives but submitti~ to 

a hi~her law of internationctl cooperation - of humnnity as a who e . 

ilitants are every-...1 ere supernationalic;t~ . That is anot,er reason 

•! y the Jei must he unvield n~ly opposed to war and the sworn enemy o the 
all 

whole war-machine anrl the war-myth. t-a r is a curse to XlOOOfM~iXl< people. It 

is a double curse to the Jewis people. From 191 . to 1933 we have scarcely 

(done) anythin~ else hut try to heal the wounds which the war inflicted upon 

our peopl in eastern F.urope and n w in '.;ermany. 1'he .lazis who see in the 

Jews aversion to vi0lence and of war - denounce us as pacifists . 

So e it! We have heen pacifists since Isaiah proclaimed "and they sha 1 beat, 

etc." W~ are not ashamed of it . i.; glory in it. ations may have to i ~ M 

wade through X many new oceans of blood before they will come to acknowled 0 c the 

truth of our vision . 

Liberalism, dcrr.ocracy, tolerance, int rnational goodwill, have fall n 

on evil days . They seem everywhere to be on the decline. Force, ruthlesc:;ness, 

intolerance, racial conceits, n~tionalism ? , cynicism, sitrust of hith humc1n 

the s ta:;e of t1 ,e world . These are dark days 

for hu ani ty - the darkest since the middle ates, and in many ways far darker. 

The western world was far m0re intcgratec and spiritually more wholesome than 

it is today . ut the mare, o hu An pro~rc~s may he retarded , dela.,cd , 

hu eannot be permanently ch ckec. The futur ~lonP, not to hate ano tyranny 

but to human freedom and love and 1'roth~rhood - tb the rea~onablel,U(!(KX~ life 

------
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of qual opportunity for «11 ad dealin~ with all. 

And perhaps destiny a 0 ain assigned to Israel the sad hut hoy mission 

of pl"~c!Ch in~ to the worlrl , hcwildercd and rnlsled hy false 

~uides and hy lyin~ s1.o~nns, the Xi!! eternally tt"ue and endtt intt; ide~ls , the 

healin~ and savin~ ideals o _ the life of an . 

Anrl lastly 1111 the events of the lctst year have revealed us a~ain the 

utter futility of tryin~ to build t e security of our lives tlMtt u~on sel 

rJcnials and assimilation. ·:hat ~oo did it d!othe German Jew who out-r,ermaned 

the Teuton, completely dejudaized hi self , his 1omc , his children, reject~d 
the 

~is heritage and refuded the spiritual sustenance of kt~~culture,XMM the faith , 

the traditions of his own :fMX~ race. His self -abne~ation neither betuiled 

nor appeased his enemies. He was made to suffer for what he neither ack o~ ­

led~ed nor possessed. ~nd that is a double tragedy. There is ~randeur a <l 

spiritual compensation when one s,ffers for w at is dear and sacred to him. 

There is t' e aura of martyrdom a out such heroic sufferin~. Rut to b~ ma e to 

suffer for what ~Kone has eni d and rejec-ed 
the 

is humiliatint and devestatin . 

The Jews who died in mart., rdon of t Crusades in Germany or at the hands o( 

the be~tial mo. 1n later a~es could still recite with their dyin~ lips the 

(shema Isrnel") an( feel and believe even in their mortal ar,ony taht 
a 

their cleat ~as not~YK Yain an futile sacri ice . ~ut what co~fort is ther 

for t e i r descer,clants '-" o were fa i h u l n~ • ther to Israe 1 nor to the r.od f 

Tsr~el, and who ~uddenlv foun . thcmselv s flun~ from their positions o power 

and influence an<l honor an , riveP. to want , in exile Ol'." suicide. The record 

of 1ltt~l\ Jewi~h suicides in r, rmany in recent mcnths is not only in 

themselves but in the 

no record of 

im! lications , In the whole history of Israe I find 

fait ful Jews destroying t emse lvcs h<?causc Jew haters 

dec;pised them, or deprived the 1 of their positions or drove them to want. 

Those Jews who h~d not placed their souls an theiir destinies in alien hands 

knew how to meet misfortunes and endure the slings and arrows of an hostile 

-- - - - -



a 
world. They did not collapse spiritually ~ecauseAhostile ~overnment ~udclenly 

con iscated their possessions and extle<l them as was frequently the case IM 

throur,hout the middle a~es . They h:'l_d othet' re.c;ourc~s, inner resources, which 

en hled them to survive and to await the dawn of X better times. 

In all this there is a providential reminder to Jews everywhere to 

return to their own spiritual home and fireside . This does not mean to iso-

late ourselves in tl,e world but rather to discover ourslives, to make our 

positions in the world clearc, less equiv~cai. It has heen proved that we 
t;ood 

cannot win political Xtt~ or economic security or the ~M~will of our ntt~h ors 

by obliteratin~ our Je~ish identities. 
.. 

~ shall have to fi~ht for our rights 

in the world as must all othel~ racial and reli~ious minorities. We must there­

fore ~tren~them ouT own forces, increase ou~ pwers of defense, fortify our. 

c,i<lren with Jewish knowled~e and Jewish culture for their inevita· le 

Je~ish life and de~tiny. 
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