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Abba Hillel Silver 
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We are assembled again. my f lends, solemnly and prayerfully to T1elcome the 

coming of a new year. It is a custom among other peoples to welcome the ne, 

yerJ.:r with great merriment and festivities, as if tho new year presaged soze 

great happiness which the old year denied. The custom of 0\1.r people, however, 

is to meet the new year in a more sombre mood, and it is dictated, I believe, 

by a sterner realism and a l~eer wisdom. 

Glo:-y not in to-morrow, for thou kno .est not r.hat a dey mey bring forth. 11 

Furt1:.er ore. each new yeax marks the passaf;e of time and time is one recil ity 

hich man has never mastered. l trot lives lives in the tide of time, and t c 

tid of time relentlessly carries all living things on to the ultimate sea of 

oblivion. o one can contemplate the srift trajectory of human life from birth 

to death traced upon the plane of time without· se ing the profound pat s 

hich the Psa.lmist felt when he tered his movin threnody on life: 

ti-<-~ 
"The days of our life are three score{and ten and even by reason of strength 

four-score years. Yet in their pride but travail and vanity, for it is speedily 

gone and we fly awey.• 

Because life is so brief and our days pass so quickly. each reC'lu-r nt 

ne, yea:r comes to us with a call at once sobering and minatory. Son of I r,• ~ S f'.......i> v ..... 
• l#j.,._-( t ,..- r'-.c-u,.._._ , 

To w~..at use are yau putting the few precious years alloted to you before the 

light of your life is quenched in darkness and your boey sinks into unremembered 

dust? Your life is an island, a mall meagre island, washed by the sea of 

eternity. Soon ita dark aters will sweep o er and eneu].f it. What are 

you planting there, 0, Son of ? And what are you harvesting there? 

,. 
Thus our new year, far from being a~ of thoughtless revelry, is a 

,, ' .. 
u 

day of ·self-searching and reflection, a day of admonition touchiDg the preciousness 
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of each~" hour and the high uses to which ~ ~ should be put. 
I 

,· ' • t 
The -wise· Roman emperor and philosopher, Marcus Aurelius. said: 1 Time 

is a sort of river of passing events, and strong is its current; no sooner 

is a thing brought to sight tr..an it is swept by and another takes its place, and • 

this too will be swept awey.• 

Strong is its currentJ I venture to say that no generation of men has ever 

had reason to grasp more fully the truth of tl:is observation more than ours. Ho 

stror.g has the current of events been in our life-timeJ How swift bll.s been the 

mo ement of great historic processes in our dayJ How sudden and sharp have beon 

the clw.nges in our political, social and economic lifeJ Hardly a day pass s but 

l:u:.t some startlingly new event transpires in our national or interna.tio~life hich 
l ~. : _., 

tear& and wrenches at our/\ habits of tho~ht and. conduct and forces us to a ne 

or·entation. The speed of event bas simply outrun our capacity to yoke, collar 

and bridle them to our comprehension e are utterly confused by the power and 

t'\lllU.l t of the onrushing life about us. The orderly proccsset: of li· e to hich ~-the last generation ~d accust 100d " •- • have beon thr'U$t aside by tidal waves 

of revolutionary experimentation in government, in econcmics, and in morals. 

Hardly a spot in the Western World that is not seething today with agitation, that is 

not a hirlpool of unrest. Hardly a government in the Nestern World today that 

is not dangerously poised on the edge of an abyss. The only peaceful spots in 

the world today are the backward lands of peoples still primitive which have not 

been poisoned i-th the virus of civilization. 

The doctrines of Fascism and Communism have turned the world into a 

battlefield arraying nation against nation and class against class. The economic 

struggle has turned its back upon parliamentary methods of peaceful solution 

and has chosen the desperate arbitr nt of force, terror and annihilation. 

The coimtries which are still democratic e.re ho. asGcd by econanic • tress, by 

- l- -
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vast unemployment, by the hard-driven necessity to resort to 'Unsettling and 
R.. 

radical experiements in an effort to sa e their natiolle'l.l economi s from utter 

coll p3e. Strikes, riots, bloodsh dare daily occurrences. 

Strong . is the currentl Not only events but ideas, too, have been rolli g 

in upon us, turbulent and overr.hclmir. • Lo habituated ic.eas, long-establi bed 

convictions, se.nctified by ag into unquestioned d gmas, have been challenged, 

flaunted, exposed, and in maey pa.rte of the world outla ed. Freedom, liberty, 

the ine.liene.ble rights of man, peace, brotherhoo, internationalism - all of these 

postulates of our social life for more tr.an a cent y and a half are n 

violently rejected by nations and cl sses, and ru.t es~ly trampled under foot, 

an t ose o e:r.terminate them p c"·,. y justify c selves and c a1m to be the Jtv:)OJv ., I 11-,. I:, 

heroes and saviors of mankind. Theories of government and society which ~c 

tho:i.g t hn.d been buried deep in the to-b of the dark ages, have risen from 

the dead and in their ghastly c remen ,s are a i haunting the habitations 

of me• 

}..nd yet, in spite of this disor er and recession, never has man's mi~d 

and intellect been more creative and more abundantly inventive than in our 
( 

g neration. Science has been caking gigantic strides in invention, discovery, 

in the realms of physics, chemistr , biology, eneincering and medicine. Hardly 

a day passes b 1t what some ne machine is perfected, sozr.e new kno ledge 

unearthed, some new power added to can's conquest of the physical world. 

The great pageant of the Century of Progress hich the American people witnes:ed 

f 
/, 

in the l ast to years in Chicago in so far es its scienti ic displays~ 

u 

concern d, is really the amazing pagec.nt of the achievement or our own generation, 

of our o day. Am yet this very remarkable develop ent of science and inventi n 

h.?..s begun to fill the heart of men ith fear a.nd•die ".1 The h'uma.n race had 
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l ng hoped that scientific progress ar. invention ould make human life easier, 

happier, and more secure. Science was to save the world from all the 

the dark ages. But life today is not easier or ha; pier or more secure. The 

machine which r.as once regarded as ms.n's mechanical servant and ally is no~ by 

many regarded as his implacable enemy -- dis lacing him and consigning him to 

pauperized idleness. Ten millions are e:oployed in our country alone. Men 

ant to work but are denied acceso to the machines pon which they ~ve been 

ta,::.ght and trained to depend. Science ban reare huge industrial and commercial 

cities and filled t em ith unspeakable s :ums an poverty. Science has ta 

us ho to increase the yield of our ooil so tr.at the human ra. 03 may enjoy- mo 

~ dantly the food of the earth. Yet the economy ~hich the scientific ge 

has produced now dictates the wholesale destruct o of crops and live stock in 

ord~r to create an artificial scarcit. Science far from uniting the hUM:all raco 

and achieving human solidari • cu.c as the gr at n inventions of tran_po.t~-

tio , ication bad promised, b::.s actually converted the world into an 

a.rrr.ed ca.mp, , and the most ;;Jttillful an 
1
cunning inventions of the laboratory arc 

c . · · , _ , I, . . , , . • t· , , . .. . . ( / . , , . 1~,/VI,.., 
,- ' , ,. .. ~ " ~- • ' • . .,.. l . 

bei loyed in the military esta lish.-nents of the orld to ldll and destroy ~-
m n by 1 sea and.~ t-e air. 

ATime is a sort of river of passing events, a..d strong is its current. 

or our genera ti. on the current ha~ been strong a.,d swift and head.lone, an .. 

t e river of passing events bas been cho ed to overflo ing and roiled and 

mud ied. , 
- '-

Ro does all this affect the average indivi~ual? ffh1', it leave~ him 
' , ~ ·.. t ,,. ' 

I 

e ildered. It gives him a sense of 1 security hich is the mother of fear. 

cannot plan hopefully for his 

I ,.., 

ture or the f\ltu.ro of his ch ldren for he 

, :. 
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doc::; no kno hat revolutionary changes to-morro may bring forth. His capital is 

insecure. His job is insecure. !the very system under hich he lives seems to be 

insecure. 
• I 

,. • •• t •. ,J · .. · • ·- ,..-, 

It is in such times as theso.that a man needs a. strong and steadying 
I 

philosophy of life. Else he beco~es hopelessly de~oralized and is in dar~er of goi~~ 

unler. It is when the curre t of events is very st. ne and threaten_ g thnt a 
..! • ..., __ 
if • '~' ' 

.m:in nee o the steady hands of a strong purpose and a sure faith upon the oars 
\ 

to k ep hi:.1 boat in the safe chanr.. l. Sot:1 call it a philosophy of life. 

Others a religious faith. What dif4erence des it r.:n,k_7 The important th·ng 

is to ho. e an outlook, a perspe-t· c hich 

,tis happening now, at t~is mo~en~, in 
\ 1 

efore and • 11 come after -- to a g~ner' 
' f:.. 

i 1 enable a man first, to relate 

this ge~ ration, to what has gono 
r., ,, t, ~.: ....-,," 

trc~ of h progress; and secondly, 

to re ate himself to bat ia ha.pp ing. The r·r 4 ill help him to become les 

fearf and i aticnt. The seconr il feel less helpleBs and 

.• . . ~ LJ..11'!.. f, (' ;,[? :! ?: 
,. " Our r ligion teaches us to 1.t our fa.:.,h in G in ti.me of tro ale. 0 . j, . ,·,../11'!.. , 
"~ ~ .,,~ "6 u..~ ~. ~ tu..<r/-., ~~ t d., ,u,., d.. ~~ -r,....r IA# t,u.,,r;, • 
Tran.l ted into les::: theologic te. sit mea_,is tat man should re:ne~be1· in ,,~ -r 5

) 

his our of trouble and confusion th:?.t ~t is happeni g a.bout him 1 ... not 

cb.aoo but the bard and steady unfo dmc t of a p an hich ill u1 ti':nately mcl o 
,. I 

hu::ian life more free, more secure, and o e hc.ppy. 

t, therefore, we see before us to~ is not ~erely an old world dying but a 

ne,r orld be· ng born. •The old or~ r chan eth, ., el ding place to ew. 

"""co::1.omic e.nd social syste pass thrtr.l cycles of gro,1th and decay ju t like 

living org isms. Dllr generation i~dn itGe fat t 0 clone of such a cycl. 

-
k--

(-m 
• 

-
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• is does not· ~& the end of all things, but the beginning of a ne cycle ich 

in many ways ,ill resemble the old and in other a:ys will be different. The 

e~tent of the changes which will co~e orer ou.r social life no one can foresee 

o,.. esti:nate. The romantics and the perfectionists uho are dreaming of Kingdo 

Come 11 be disappointed -- as they al ays must be. So will the reactionarien 

and conservatives who yearn aftet ., that. h ch is no passing beyo~d recall. 
,4 ~...v> f t.., ,c_, --·· .,..,. .~ , :i'-· . ~ ~ I ' I ,,_._.· • _,. ) ..,v, <7<-J :, ., k r.!. 1 r •::> I 

ecs are coming over the face of tP..c world. Ws live in the midst of these c.,._. , ...... ~ ,_ . 

c~es and therefore our lives are far less tranquil than the lives of tho:3e , 

o preceded 'U!l. But there is no grmmd for p ssimis:n or dismay. Ou.t of the 

travail of ~ age a better and juste social order ~ill emerge. It is for us 

o ho.ve been singled out by desti .~ to liv 
.,,. ,.; : l~. \ ! , ) , I • ' _:_ 

in such a vital and critical er~ of 
, /.., " _, I , • •. .. 

. . 
so ia.l reconstruction to provo 01:.r~ _1 ves r. rt t e ~.:;e o~ tx, haw: r 

, e are at the croas-road3 of h. stor::i. :.t.: e future co se of our country ill be 

determin d largely by hc.t we of his eneration do. If we bring courage, 

f 

visi n, hope, tolerance, sacrifice to the solution of the grave economic problc~s 

of our , to the task of biild. tho ne day, blessed ill be our role in 

✓ 

h • story and blessed ill be the li s of thos r. o ar to folloiT us. If, hO'.,ever, 

in hardness of heart and short-si.::;- -~edneso, e rin!$ to their solu"""ion a o a onn 

of spirit, a cowardly fear, a bli d e...~d deaf ort o or.,, and a secret hope of 
L '·• 

preserving by force what life has de~-e s all c estroyed, then our rol~ 

ill be that of obstruction·sts ill destroy and history ill condemn. 
• ,1 

.,..J.. c. , ... 
L • f aco our hard ~ s n-3. ully, and or' 

I • I ~; - -<- I .. ... ..__ 
atte p ng to savenimself from a ·niversal wrecbge, 

A 

y in the spirit .of' one 
~ I • ,, , ' . . . ' \ 

but of one ho: together 

ith all other men of faith an god ill, conf de ~ly builds for the Deyo 

B tter Things. 

TD ~.e,.__~. f -1--.,, . ->- n->- t,J 
( ~ , l,J.1'3 t,hi> 
JI ' 1 "n r .. ,. ,, ,:) . - ,~, )f 

_., 
I ) ,, '- .. ... 

:..v J... ,. 
14'1 ..,, 4 """"" "', 

--, M 

.. 

., . ' . . 

; 
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I 
SeeJ in the roclcs of thi'world 

Marches the host of ma.nl:ind, 
I 

A feeble, wavering 1·ne. 
I 

Where are they tend· ng7 -- A God 

Marshalled them, gave them their goal. 

Ah, but tho r.ay is so lo~gJ 

Years they have been in the wildJ 

Sore thirst plagu.es them, the rocks, 

Rising all round, o er e; 

actions divide them, their host 

Threatens to bre .. , to dissolve. 
I 

--Ah, keep, ke p them com. in J 

Else of the myriadn ho fill 

That army, not one shall arrive; 

Sole they shall stray; in the rocks 

Stagger forever in ain, 

Die one b7 one in the ~aste. 

£an needs an outlook today and a perspectiv to relate also hi~self to 

the world about him. Man mu.st learn ho to associate himself with the .orld 

e.bout him b t also how to abstract himself from it. He mu.st learn how to transcend 
• t 't' / 

~., • •I '" ' # • I \ • 

it. He mu.st be able to sny: ~n.gz are ho.ppenln all about ma - and mnn.y-:thi gs 
I 

are happening to me -- failure, po~erty, disillusio~, strife. out I will not let 

them engulf me. I will rize ~bove hem. I am mor-e than they a re. I have an 

iI:1pregn.able castle in my inner se 
I 

1\.)../'l'l l~t. 

my real life of quiet~ ignity and 
I 

-

ich the7 ce.nnot storm. 
r.,,J;) ' 

Thero Il'live 
c: ',. I,. •, '. ,,. / 
I • ' ' I I 

independen~e~ Into 
-}, t__, l . 

1 t I invite my ·cl_-:"' 

--
/""'I 



New Yea.rs 5695 

-a-
.. 

family circle,,~ my intimate friends. _Th~re- i my true world of 14rle and 
1;~~~~. \•,•! \'.ti•: ~ • 

fri endship.,r'O"f- abiding joy1 and interest. 
1
From it, as froa an···1vory tower, I w..i.i 

.I '] 'I { ( I' I ·1 
''-· ' # 1 ,: },I ~-;. ,{ .. ·t. r .. 1 • .,'t ? ' .. , " .. ; \.\\\.', ,: ... _ 

scan the swiftly moYing scene about me( - The material evils which bef~ll me I will 
-ti{,~ ,C: ... .,,.<\) • ,) . ,:!._ , - ·-~ 

not permit to ravage .tna.t inner sanctua17 of mine. 1.t is;.l:.a: to grow poor 
9,f ..__,._.; , . ..,,. 1, ... :-_l ·.) ,_.i _ /{.,.-. ·J /...-,\ f,.,t ,/' "-i 

when old. I ·. ·s-··har d _t_o be young with no prospects. t - is ha:-d to , see one's 
... f,, } .~ , •~I rl ( .... / •• / ·· JI' • ., , ,.- r< ,. n 1 •'h r !t. it, Ii I !•, , r . , ( ~ .- ., , ./ ~ • ~ _ 

cherished ideals trampled under foot. :But my ov.n inner world which I .. ~~~e build-
,, ! ,. ) . 

I .. I; H t r:A'" ; , <""'I 
• I i r 

for myself against just such a day of rath and trouble is still mine. s~ept 

and garnished and fragrant as of old✓• This is what the Psalmist meant hen 

he said: f:l ~ t,,1 TJ w,v 5 jl'> _,..,~0 ..f\~ S 71{-,.1 -, 1 0n {..y S{9J1' J1i'<..,. ~Y 
.c , , ( ;-.-,~"') 

I • '/ J ...., 

". or this let every piou.s man pray unto Thee: When the tim.e of testing comes, 
f) 

when the great waters overflow, mey they not reach unto him.• ..... ... ..., 

\.it. l 1 

I , l 
(J './ ' , L.t 

I 

., 
.. -.. 

.. J CA.• 

, 
r, 

·" --
J. i•- ! '. 

L- . 

I 

--



"Time is a sort of river of passing events, and strong is its current; no 

sooner is a thing brought to sight than it is swept by and another takes 

its place, end this too will be swept a 83°•" 
(iarcu::s Aurelius) 

Seel in the rocKs of the world 

.ia.rches the host of manx-ind, 

A feeble, waver:ng line. 

ere are they tending? -- A God 

~4arsballed them, gave th t . eir goal. 

Ah, but the is s longJ 

Years they have been in th wildJ 

Sore thirst ph~ e~ them, the roe 

Rising all round, overa~e; 

Faction2 divide the~, their host 

Threatens to br , to dis lve. 

--Ah, keep, keep them combine J 

Else of the myriads who fill 

That army, not one shall arrive; 

Sole they s.~all str ; in the romi::s 

Stagger forever in v in, 

Die one by one in the wast. 

• 
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