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New Year lQJS 

This day, ~osh Bashanah, marks the end of one year and the beginning 

of another. It is therffore both a day of recollection as well as a day of 

prospect. 
( ,.( ) I . I - ,, ' , .), I ) 
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Traditionally the day is known as • • -the day 

o: rem~mbrance - - a memorial proclaimed with 

the M~!K blast of horns. Because it is a d~y of recollection and stock-takint 

/" h// ,- ,. , , - r:: .• 1, ::. ~. t I ) 
it is also a - a judtement day. We are summoned to 

m 
evaluate and pass jud~ement upon that which we reme-J1er of our past activl ties 

and their motives . From rriemory we pass on to jud~ement and from jus~ement 

to hopes and plans for the future. This is ~osh Bashanah - a challen~c, as 

with a trumpet call, to prepare for the life ahead of us, hy revi~win~ and 

assessin~ the span of life ju::;t ~t,Uf~~ ended , its ~ood and it:c; evil, its triumphs 

and its fnilures. We can face our future more confidently after we have faced 

our past honestly (~) and coura~eously. 

What should we r~mc}U!!:Xmber on this Day of ~ememhrsnce" First we should 

rememher and take to heart the simply evident, but profoundly sobering fact 
passed 

that another year of our life has ~MXX away, that we are one whole year older, 

and nearer the end of our life. The o f time, as of tides, inexorably 

movtn~ on and carryint a 11 1 iv i n~ th i nis , days and months years, 

fatefully and inevitably to the inescapable hour of death and o livion. This 

is one of the mighty themes of the new year. 

Man need~ to have these thouthts brought home to him from time to 

time in order to sober him, to ~~~tcorrect his perspective, to cool the ex

cessive ardor of his pass ions and ambitions, and to teach him hum! l i ty, which 

is the grace of livin~ and the seal of wisdom. He needs to e reminded M~ of 

Time, and the Xtt~X~tX fu~itive character of his existence in order to make him 

aware of the preciousness of each passin~ moment, of the irr~trievably lost 

~Mlfl(KXMf treasure Mt f.n every misspent hour. !he P~alrnlst contemplates the 

drama of human destiny - how m~n are cc1rr.ied away as with a flood, how the 

days of their year~ are speedily ~one and they fly away, andts accordin~ly 
I 
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moved t o voice the prayer-: "0, teach us to number oul'." days , that we may get us 

a heart of wisdom'' . 

r1ost men rlo not nuinber their days and do not jealously iuc1rd the cx

pedl ture of their time . They squander them as spendthrift~ do for thin,-,;s far 

less valuable than they are. They waste time in th~ pursuit of 

matters of triflin~ worth as if the store hours of their days were inexhaus

tible - as if time would fo~ver replenish the coffers of their spent years. 

It ts only after their years are ~one heyond recall that advancin• old a~e 

makes them suddenly realize that their days are num~~red. Then they ~et a 

heart of wisdom. Rut then it is too late. 

Our New Year is ordained to rewind us that hecause our life is short 

and fleetin~, we should crowd every hour of it with meanin~ and purpose and 

worth, make every day yield its further treasure of wisdom and power and ~ood 

ncss, and with each passin~ milestone we should he advancing into some new 

and undiscovered country. 

m 
Here, then, is one th~n~ to remern e~ on the nay of Rcme,prance -

I ,, !-I • 
,... , - ' I ( 

" -and -the day is short -
( /lcJ r, 'J. 3, 

the work is great - - and the moving finger wriLes, 

and havin~ writ moves on; nor all your piety nor witM shall lure it bac~ to 

cancel hc1lf a line . " 

There are other thin~s to reM mer: simple, ~elf-evident, so ering 

facts : f orlf example: the i permanence of fortune. ''No man kno,;.1eth what to

morrow wi 11 hrin~ forth". <::han~e i~ the mi~hty law of nature, and human dec;

tiny cctn never escape it. The stron~ are hroken sud,-1enly, the rich as sudden

ly impovert~hed, those at peace are afflicted, and the joyous are filled with 

•ricf. Storms sweep over Men and nations. unforscen, and wreak horror and 

destruction. Within a sin~le year how many chAn•es ~M~~ came over the fortunes 

of people whom we personally kn~N? to one is secure 1n his health or ealth 

or peace or happiness. Fi,;uratively on .cw Year liturey declares: on New 

Year it i~ enscribed and on Yorn Kippur it is sealed: "Who shall live, who 

- --
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shall die, ..:ho shall rest and w-:o shall wander, who shall be brou~ht low 

and who .6hall he exalted.'' "I returned and saw under the sun, that the race 

is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the stron~, n&~ther yet bread to 

the wi~e, not' riches to the man of undcrstandln~, nor to the man of skill, 

but time and chance happcneth to them all." 
d'< l :.u·-

this thou~ht, too, is salutory(?) and it is well that our holiday 
it 

brin~s ~home to men. Most men live as if their good fortune wi J 1 continue for
may 

ever. Other menAknow pain, bereavement, accident, poverty. They are immune. 

They are somehow shielded a~ainst the snatches of fortune. Such men frequent-

ly in their pride and Mtili ~M~~ confidence hecome callous and unsympathetic 

to human want and sufferin~, entrenct...,ed as they are in their opinions. Those 

who learn early tMXttfM t e lesson of the provisional and nature 

of our fortune and station in life, ac~u·re a knowled~e of human interdependence 

and the value of friendship, fellowship and mutual helpfulness in life. Xl<M 

~o man is sufficient unto himself and no m-.:1n 1~ stron~ cnou~h an~ secur enouth 

to be an e~oist. 

Jhat else ou~ht we to re~em er~ The law ordained that on ~osh lash

anah the shofar should e blo~n. Tra~ition ~M~~ gives the reason for the blow

in~ of the shofar on o~h Hashanah. It recalls the sacrifice of Isaac on Mt. 
whom 

~oriah which took place on that day. In place of Isaac, ~MMK Abra,am was pre-

pared to secrif ice in obed icnce to supreme and unquestionin . ., faith, the am 

was sacrificed, the ram found in the • The universal law of sacrifice: 

therefore, that is what the blasts of the shofar on Rosh llashanah proclailT':<.. 

o faith without sacrifice! No devotion without sacrifice! No progress with

out sacrifice' No love, no friendship, no trowth and no glory without sacri

fice! 

Rut the shofar also recalls the faith which makes sacrifice possible. 

~en do not surrender that whic the, hold dear unless it is at the hehcst of 

--
I ---- ..... ...------,,-- - ---
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a mighty faith, an heroic ideal which transcends all other interests in life. 

Without the quality &f such a suprem~ faith in God, in humanity, in the power 

of truth and beauty, and t,oodness, man•s· life misses all the ppiritual pas

sion which tran~f,.-Cms it, the interests, the ecstasy and the ~randeur. 

Our hrief lif~, so full of chc:in~e and so impermftnent, nevertheless 
rich 

takes on a majestic and a(\'r-~--vx nohility, tht'! attri ute of somethin~ eternal, 
so 

when it is surchar,;ed with an idenl so potent .=md C011lpellin~ as to trove us 

to t e uttermost MX acts of self-sacrifice. 

This, too, we are helped to remem er on the ~av of imem ranee. 

As J~ws, there are mflny things "WP should remember - many thin~s we 

should never for~et. I spoke a mo<r.ent A~o of the i m. ern-1nence of for Li•ne. P.ow 

sud~enly and unexpectedly chantes come over the life of the individual. How 
true 
XXM that is of the life of nations anc of people and more particularly of the 

Jewish people? Our history os one lon~ record of upheaval, fluctuation, un

certainty, of rise und fall. \ ithin the last three years we have se~n a Jew

ish comr nity which dwelt at peace, in prosperity and iNK~~m{ in apparant 

S<!curity, a stron~, rich, gifted and confident Jev:i sh community in the heart 
in 

of Europe, dwellin~ in the t11idst of a seemingly civilized nation, sharint.;1its 

life, interwov~n through a t ousand strand with its culture, its art, its com

merce and its industry, sutlr enly uproolert, torn root and branch out of the life 

of the natton, cast out, and confined to a ~ tto from which it had cmcr,,cd 

a century andmore ato! ../ho could have conceived it po·sihlc? A few short 

years, tht'! man who woul--1 hc1vc ~~rn}i propliesied such a thinl9 would havt'! b~en 

re erded as mad. And yet th~ set'min~ i ipl)ssil--le &s in Jewish history q\1ite 

possihlc and al'TlOst commonpl.'.lce. t·hat h~ppencd in r,ermany in 1935(?) hap-
h 

pened in ~pain five centllries hefore. '!' ere, too,,/~ws had waxed ~re;:it and 

prosperous. 'T'}'\ey were merchants and bankers and ministers to the lrin~. They 

were eminent scientists, wTll rs, professors and phys!c\ans. T~~y developed 

the trade~ of the country, hu·lt up th~ economy and developed its languate 

- - -
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and itc; literAture. Tht!y f lt c;tron.~ and ecure inn world shot throu4'.h wit 

intritue, conflict, fanaticism, i~nor?nce and into erance. Put the storm soon 

swept over them. ~tep y step the were dr ven hy ~nvy and hate arid reii~ious 

hl~otry from onE- portion clft~r another, confined, r~stricted, de ,radecl, ~X~}:S * 

stript of power unti 1 they we'!"e finally exi lt!d from the country. -:hen one 

co,pares the laws which the 1 1azis ar~ enactin<; a~ainst the Jews of Germany to 

day with tho$e enacted in ~pain 500 yl"'ars a . ...,o , one is amazed at their simila£

ity. The wordin~ is alMost the same . Jews n~st not own lRnd. They must not 

h ld office. They must ht? driven from tacle and handicraft. They nust no ren

cter medical service to non-Jews. They must not employ Christian servants. 

They m'..!st not bathe in public at ine placec;. There is really no ori~lnality 

in t1'e designs of hate and envy throu~h the ages . 

And what happened in Spain to the lar~est and most importanb Jewish 

cofllTPUnity of the middle a~es , happened elsewhere tocther Jewish com utitfes in 

other tiTT'es. 

As cl people we shou d rememl,er this. Assifllilationists fort;et it, unti 1 

disaster reminds them. The careless and indifferent Jews, a sorbed in t~cir 

c.la i ly pursuits are nor mindful o it. And the rcm_mhrllnce of thi f c:1ct wi 11 

help us in many ways; 

F\rst, it will mRke us re~lists. •-:e will come to rca ize that we are 

livln~ in a fo0l's para~ise - that in pite of our vaunted advances in science 

and civilization, mankind is sti 1 dan~crously near the jun le stat,e - a cl can 

revert and often does revert to it, in tic of fear, distre~s and want. The 

ancient hates, rivalries, d£strusts etw en races, riligions, n.itions and cl~sscs 

have not vanished from the earth - nnd are not likely to vanish tomorrow or 

the next day. A world in wh ch 2/3 of mankind is made up of weaker nations 

an<l races exploited by the ·tron,;er 1/3, in which imperialism, conquest and 

suhju~at ion are the motives of tovcrnments , a world in which 9/10 of the 

masses are exploited by 1/10 ~hoar the economic masters - a world of vast 

-·--- - - -- ------ - - ---
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pov rty, unemploynient, and bitter. s trug~le for existence , a world of colossal 

wa~- achines, and vast competitive armament, in which whole populations arc 

bcin trained for war, from the cradle, of political intrir,ues, sec et alliances, 

revolutions(?) , putsches, and dictatorships, of rampant chauvinism, o[ bitter 

cless-strut,~le - is not a worl<l in ,.., ich minority }'liliJ,jl'.l( ~roups can afford to 

feel per~ectly at home and at ease. This is a dreadfully imperfect, i , 1ature, 

uncivilized world &n which we live, and political such as our Ge m~n 

hrothers SJffered in the last three y~ars, w,ile saddcnint and depressinr, us, 

s hou J d not ,lemora 1 i ze or unnervf! us . 1hat~ h;we witnessed os not a si~n of the 

hreakdown of civilization an of its decay, ut of the callousness and unripeness 

of civiJization • . 1snkind has R~ not yet come of a~e . It is still in its 

stoY J, emotionaJly unhal~nced nonct~e . ations are far ehind ~:.<t~n.mO( I in-

divi uals in their moral develo rnent anrt in ,.v·dual man os morally still an 

ape learn in~ to act 1 il<e a man s ou d. In such a world, we Jews who are not 

ourselves perfect, should not expect perfection an should not become d presse 

and desperate when, in one art of the world or another, an attack is m'.3de upon 

ou-r poc;ition, when hatred an persecution (l:a1·e up here or there. 'Ratl,er, alert , 

o the pas ibi l i ty of such occurrances at any in•c and in any place, , hen a 

people is a ~itated and shaken by polit·cdl or economic misfortune, we should 

proceed to strcn~thcn our inner clef nscs, 0L1r faith, our coura~e, our patiende, 

our spiritual and cultural institutions and a~c cies of survival, an to re

double our efforts, in cooperation with all the freedom and truth and tol ranee 

lovint elements of the \..'orld, to fight off 1ediaevalries and reaction on all 

fronts, and to defend t,e hard-won values o • lf civilization. 

There will he peac~ for the J w when there wi 11 be peace (or the 1...or ld. 

"T'hcre wi J. l he freedom XM '<XY.l! an equ~ l i ty for the Jew "'hen tyrannym dictator

~hi ps , political t~rrorists and oppr~s ion o nation hy nation and ~roup by 

~roup cease in the orld . ~her can he no ~ecurity for us in the world unless 

the whole world 1 made secure a ainst attack, invctsion, exploitrition, an war. 

- -
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The intelligent Jew clearly unrierstands this, and while fiP,htin~ tU( valiantly 

in his own sector as he shou~d a~ainst every form of antisemitism and dl~crimi

nation, he does not lose si-;ht of the whole fclr-flun~ line of bAttlc in v,hich 

people of all races and cre~ds are fi~htin~ today K~M desperately ~~Ainst the 

an•ci:ous jun";le forces of _rute force, hate, human inequality and ~piritual 

chaos. 

~econd - ~eme~~eYin~ the sharp fluc~uatlons in ou~ fortunes as a 

people we shall not only become more realis t ic - but more optimistic,~M~ 
ations weary 

fl'lore hopefu 1. There is no p~rmanence even to persecution. XXXUX!f~3{XN:.~Ct~~ after 

a while even of bitotry and intolerance. Dictatorships carry within themselve_. 

the seeds of their own Gorruption and decay. The absolutism of the Czars and 

their biiotry and evil could not go throuth the crisis of a world ~ar and col• 

lapsed \,tter ly. ~r ~ill the ~espotism of a Hitler or a ~,ssolini survi~c a 

major political er econoriiic crisis in their countries. Hitler has ~Ut!M 

forced the Jews of Gr•rmany ack tinto the ghetto. But ghetto walls '!,ave fallen 

hefore - in Germany and els where. Je~s have been exiled from German p~~ MMI 

provinces before this • .,.hey returned. They will return ntain. Tre 'azls 

believe that they have li ouidate<l the Jews of Germany. They have only hAst~ned 

their own inevitable li<11.1idation. he uremher~ Party Con~ress of the o -

sessed and inferiority-ridn~n ~!M politic~! morons of Nazi Germany has ler,is

late<l a~ainst the Jewish f;fftl{ people. • at nation has not in the past? And 

to vbat effect? A people 1~ m. stron~, livi ~, achieviin~, creatin~, ~in

creasin~ in all par.ts of the ~orld today, whose sons and <lau ht~rs are in the 

very for-front of intellectual, artistic and activity ev~rywhere, 

exposes the futility of all such stupid legislation throuP,h the a•es. r.hettos 

cannot confine the Jew. Se~re~ation and humiaiation cannot break his spirit, 

or da 11pen the ardor of his oundless energy and his will to live. Hitler has 

made ~ million Jews sharply aware of their Jewish loyalties and respon ihilities, 

He is : ttin~ them throu ha hard school of self-discovery, of national 



and national resur~ence. He is stren~thenin~ the very thin', which he wishes 

to destroy. 

The year that Spain exiled its J~ws Arr.erica was 4dscovered and five 

million Jews now thrive in the western hemisphere, some the descendants of 

these very exiles. The Spanish inquisition was confident that it had dealt 

Jewry a crushin~ a fatil hlow. In the two years that Hitler forced 60,000 

Jews out of Germany 100,000 Jews entered Palestine - and the new and ev/:olv

in~ Jewish center in the Jew·sh homeland is rcceivlnt strength and replenish

ment from these very exiles. 

Streicher and r.oebhels and Goerin~ and that entire sadistic crew ~R 

would like XM xt{}£ to break the power of international Jewry. The power of 

international Jewry cannot he broken; for it is not a physical or at rial 

~-;{~}.{ power . It i~ a }lKt spiritual power which cannot ~e broken from without 

hy force or violence. It is the power of fBith, of loyalty, of d~v~tion to 

morc1l ideals, of clean, so .... r 1i .in~, of cl--arl y, of knowled~e and truth, and 

as Ion~ as these (l\talities a. ide amon~ t fl" ajority of our p opt , we are i~

clestructible . Let the heathen rr1•e! 

Third - An this brin~s m~ to the last thing which we should r~~em er 
C 

on this day of remembrance. \•J e should remerr.bcr t at our Khlef problem tia ls 

( .. ) 
not anti~ffi!XiK~Jewishness but nonJe{,; ishness, not oppression from without ut 

I I I, I -;,: "J ( 

indifference and collapse fro withi • tre we prepared for 

the attack'? Are we spiritually stocked an provisioned for a lon~ seiie? ,\re 

we putting our own ho1se in order? Are we thinking more of Jewish life and 

of Jewish destiny and of Judaism and its messa~e to us, and of our obligation 

to it, than 1 efore? Or arc they still va~uc and shadowy interests hoverin~ on 

the periphery of our active IX X. <ally life? Something to think about perhaps 

twice a year, ~omethin~ to r le., te to tl e Temple and the rabbi? Are we ~ivin 

our children the full benefit of XkIX thei~ rich cultural ands tr·tual heri-

ta~e - Jewish learnin~, Jewish loynlty, Jewic; inspiration, or do we rf"sent 

or accert ~rud~ln~ly even the llttle which they receive in Sunday 5clool? 

'I 
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Are our homes Jet-11 sh homesXCi, suf [ used with the beauty of an D.nc ient faith, 

of nohle traditions, and of hi~h moral standards, and the rich color of reli-

~ious observances beautifully celehratedi, symbols of realities? 0ur 

toun~ men and women - your sons and dau~hters - are they ours? Are they in 

our ranks" Are w~ fTlakin2; the sacrifices we should for the maintainance of 

our communal, our national an international institutiot1JS, our schools, our 

academies of lcarnin~, temples an syna~o~ues, the stren~thenin2 o[ our a~en

cies of defense, and def ;imation, for the relief of our brothers, wherever they 

are in want and in sufferin~, f0r the uphuildint of our national ho~e in Pales-

tine" 

If we shall remem er these thinr,s and do them we shall be undefec2tecl. 
I I I} ,_ •. ; I 

We shall advance upon our appointed destiny 

and unciismaycd. 

---- -

I / 
.. . . . ,. I 
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THI H Y DAIS F TISHRI 
Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer 

1 
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Our F t er, our in , ve mercy on our 
persecuted br t ren oft e o se ol of Israel 
in Germar: are to ~c.ty liv • g i d .i.r ss, i 
ear and • s feri . S nd t ... em li • t und 

T s· v· tion.. 1Gr---nt tnem '1- e from the 
e ity of tho r to de roy 
t G r ia d and protec 
t Amen. 
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