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er lS, 

Ou.r Jewieh people a••emble on \hi• Bew Tear•• Da¥ in their var1ou 

placea of worship thrOQghout \be world 1n a ra\har 4epr••••d and aomber mood. 

I 

HeaTy hear\e4 \hey face the new year. !he paa\ y brough\ Terr little of Jo7 

and ccxnfon \o th•. It waa a 7ea:r of continued peraecu,1on 1n G•~• of 

bitter atrife in Palestine, of an\1-Jewiah riot• and excesaea 1n ketern 

Europe and of growin hoatility toward• our people in ~ other par\■ of the 

world. Seldom ha• the Jewiah people been attacked on ao man.y front■ at one 

and the same \ 1me. 

On the very eve of our Holy Dq aeaaon, the air :bou.\ ua haa beu 

fill d with Tile Ti\uperationa and the ooarae, brutal attacka of the abamel••• 

Nasi■ at their par\y conclave in Baremberg. Jrom their lying \bro \a \here baa 

poured forth a stream ot cal'UIJIDI' and falaehood calcul \ed to defame our people 

1n the e7e■ of the world and '° aroue mankind 

darke■t of the dark middle age■ can be c~ured up to compare with \hia 

imbelinabl;y ghaa\17 acene of 1936,/ within aight and he in.g of the whole 

world the rulera of a \ion of aixt7-five million ■oul• - a su.ppo••dl.¥ 

civilised tion - shrieked for\h their hard defiance and hatred of the Jewa 

and lqaterical 1.y ■ummoDed the whole world to deatro7 them. 

I\ baa alao been a aad and drea.17 7ear for the million.a of our people 

1D Poland d ROWDaDla, and a 7ear of fear and dread imcert ln'7 for our 

people in Au.atria. In th••• cOUD.tri• there waa oonatant agitation, at time■ 

lead to plq■ic 1 a\\aolra and mall acale pogrom■ to drive the J••• froa 

trad , indu1try and politic■• io i■ola,e and lmpoveriah \hem and, if poaaible, 

to force \him out of \he country entirel.7. 

In Encl.and, J'rano• and the united St tea anti-Semiti■m ha• ceaaed \o 

be a negligible factor. Pow rtul 1n,erea,a re capi talisin& on 1\; al\houcb 



aa ye\ it haa no\ gone much beyond the whispering stage and occasional 

acurriloue pamphleteering. 

In Palestine our work of upbu1ld1ng and redemption. of peaceful. 

pioneering labor which baa proved a bleeain& to the entire popula t1on and 

which baa rece1..-ed uni..-eraal acolaim ha• been bru.\ally interrupted by wide

apread ac\• of terrori111D, vandaliam and murder on the part of misled and 

poli\ically inflamed Arabs. !bus. even 1n Palestine, where we bad hoped to 

build a refuge of peace for the weary and the homel••• of our people - eTa 

there baa the 91'0rd of diecord, hate and envy entered. Verily. the year 5696 

••a• winged wi'\h red lighteniDB and tempei\uou.a rage.• It was a atol"ID¥ year 

for Iarael and for l:Dvna.ntty, and the 7ea:r is now ae,\ing in the midat of 

ominous a\orr:ne and da.l'knesa. 

How, then, aball we Jna face the com1 y ar - the 7eaz 5697? In 

tear? In des a1r1 No, no\ at allJ Thai ie no\ our trad1 tional ~ - the 

traditional Jniah wq. our wq baa alwqa been the wq of hope, of 

undefeated optimiam, of undaunted courage. the Jn1ah way baa al1ra7a been \o 
ve o ~co le 

acan the record of 8Jl1' dark unhappy experience which ~ /be all en to 

dia\111 out of it 1\a eaaential truth and lesaon, and \o aqi fel{f 1-:, 'Pr 

"Thia, too, will lead ,o aome\hin good.• Otu- 'Q3 1 ·a1wqa 'been to tum our 

backs upon a dark unha w 7ear, -upon all of ita aorrowa and faUurea and. 

o preeeiona. and on New Y ar•• Dfq' to enter the aacred precinct• of our 

qnagop, to drink deep ot the rich conaola.t1ona of our fai\h, and facing the 

Bew Year wi\h eagerneaa and rekindled h # \o 1qa 7\ rl& i) J 0(,.. JroG 1_Jt,( 

• A good year - a good and be\\er yea:r 1a ccningl • 
Ge1· e a 

The 7ear 56971 !he Ye figure 5697 might ell 7 a draught of 



00Dfi9nee \o ua, a mesaa&e of reaasurance. 5697 - why \ha, ia prac\icall.7 the 

whole apan of recorded bnaan hiato17 and our own h1a\or, 1• practical 17 co

extenaiYe with \bat. •• COUil\ °'1l" yea:r in the Ulou.eanclaJ C».r bi1to17 begina, 

at t.he Yery dan of ciTUisation. •• have lived long. lfe have ou.\lwed nmch. 

le ba 19 aurT1Yed lll&D.Y and ae1111ingl7 mightier nationa. le ve aucces1tull7 

defied death in uumerou epocha and com:i\lesa places. '?hire ia no\hing nn in 

om' na\1onal expericoe whereof it can be saids •see, \hia 1• nn. • II ha1 

alread_y been OYer and oYer a&aiD• No peraecu.tion 11 nn \o ua. Bo deYice \o 

undo ua 11 quit• novel - calUllml', no mad J.,...ba1t1ng th&\•• have not hear4 

before. ()ir blood baa b"n spilled 1n maJQ' a land. ou.r \ear1 have been 

abed in~ a place. Our mar\71"1 ha.Ye died under DIAD1' a atrange unfr1encll7 

aq. BeYer\hele11 we have con\i.mled av march through the cen\uriea und fea\ed 

and unbroken. And now 1 t 11 the year 5697~ .m • • our enemiea r e wi \hou\ 

and take counael together 1 aga1nat '1le Lord and Hia anointed• we aeeemble 

again, by the million■, 1n av qna&oga throupou\ \he world and we raiM our 

Toicea a in in a mighty chant of lite and hope and faith. le 11ound the llhotar 

and exalt1nN proclaim the word1 of tba, diTine promiee giYen to our forefather• 

lOAg a a "J'or the mountain• aball depart and the hill• be remoYecl, but 

kindneaa 1hall no\ depar\ from \bee, neither ahall My coTenan\ of peace be 

r•oTed• , aa1 th the Lord. 

Bow ahall a race like oura, mindful of such a paat, face 1\a 1mned1ate 

future when auch a future ••- dark and menacing? !he • \ bgliah bard, 

•self-reYerenee, aelf-knowledce, self control 
The•• \hr•• alone lead life ,o aOTereip po .. r. • 



Our forefath not old kn wt eae three mignty ttribut • of sove e 

power. Hence they liY d viotoriouely, r a; 

and, t the•• three ualiti • oul reco::mend th 
.... s -,.--

elve /t •• 

Self-r verenc 1• the on trong i lf left ,o a man whom ot er en 

ae to belittle and \ode a e. a ehi ld. It i 

mail that none c 1 re . To be snfe fr other • t b 

cmeaelt. To u • ~ phras of i n de 

oneself hen one 

aelf-eat em. 

lost all oth r fri da. • t fri in de on lf • 

OUr e iea are r7Wher• \ 

our elf-r 8P ct. Jusl a 1n GerrQe.Il1' they • 

civil rights but of our hmnan d.ignl"tT • 11. 

be 1r r •• o au.r ~ l ttle 

str y our r1 

not 

uld fU 

c tri utio s t 

f en leas fer tr a • rlbl 1n eriority c 

s d \heir ind1 and 

to entors who allo in 1n1Ulta def11 nt 

· •of \hem 

1n 

now s 1 , 

,o t • orld that we Jew are t riali t, • oi t1, cultural ar ai,es, 

exploi ers, :w an or er, _ en.tors of civic di or er and 

revolution - in a word 1h11 arch criminal of e worl • Our only ans e '° 
~ ndac1ou f a1f1ca\1on ha al•q• b in • pas 

illlpervioua m. enetr 1 lf-r ap ct, tle s iv• cul tur at telin •• 

of our own pride, baaed upon that other mlgh'7 attribute of power - aelf-knowl•dc•• 

Ol1r aelt-reapec\ \ell• u that •• are no\ dapendAnt upon the world'• 

ob&raoter reference• and recommenda\iona. 



W know our 1111 or\h. And. Len 

turn bitter an v em in t • 

oup or 

i 1 not 

ct1o of oc·e~ 

di c ted r 

• ~ i\U' own e in t :e id t ! our ~ ittereet 

• t ur per ecut.ors t r • • can is our di but 

cann t car oul • 

Bo• oft n durin0 the lo ,, c turie , he t 1 

d . 

Je 

have to 

But in; 1 

lf be are hi oppr ssor • to fl · t ter, t crave t , t e 7 

a.rt de 1 en h ot pl t . Life to 

to b ~ ically sub ervient to th t not in\ell c 11~ nor 

t, pr aerv his inner pr His in 

ined tac\. d lum e r 

Be ew 

h an r 

a\ t 

sub ni ce as inall 11f'te , I el' h 

d p l itic 1 

oured au\ ta 1 

tr aur t undefiled, • ir1 ~ and • n\ llec 

aa\ounded t t \ ot \hen er of gre \ olara, aien\ 

at e en. philoaoph n and 1 der f n ne 111, which \hi 1 ' 

•• • e t d r en, addenJy roduc 

Self-r pect d r1Te fr lf-mo l • t t 

which• re • cri ed ' lphi I 

• 01f t, aelfJ" 0 ow ouraelvea, our 'rl• our 1ev nt, our 

con r but.ion t,o civili tion 1 to th '° C O llr • 

4 

ple 

We listen t, ~ r t, I 

Hitler, Goe b I e rg 

of t.ellectual 

C mpt, d 

at.aneli 

1 • 

l 

for 

the 4oga wh1oh bark a\ ner, c :Yan. kt \he caravan moTea c.i ••• 

A\ the ,1me that !&01"18, the gna\ Boman hia\orian of two \hou d 
S 0 

German ancea\on of \he ran\i.Jig Bal1 derTiahn of au 
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1 coaraa barbarian• 1n th ir nor\hern forea\a. ut\ona II idler■, bl ra and 

drunkard• when they were not figh\ing, Isr el bad alre~ completed it• I ble, ha a .... r ad~ 

given God and moral law \o \he whole of mankind, broken the back of 

idol try d 1 t loo .. 1n \lie world the d3namica of e\hical concep\1 and 

ideal which ha.Te molded stern European civilisation to thla . Thia 

T citu1 wrote of the Germana ot hia dq: "!he obJec\ th~ apeciall.7 

aeek le a certain volume of hoaraen•••• a craahing roar, their ahielda eing 

brough\ to their lip• that \be Toice mq nell to a fuller and d eper note 
t 

b~ meana of the echo." Their deac ndanta today a\ill excel in/ & certain volume 

or aenesa and a craahing roar which baTe howeTer failed \o impreaa the 

world. opolec\lc ■creaming is no adequate subat1\ute for c 1m re aon, cold 

1 ic ~d obJ c\1Te truth . 

.Ul tbia is par\ of our self-lmowledge. And all thia help• to 1ve ua 

a _ r r ra ctive on our enemi • and on ouraelT •• 

n our enemie • charge ua w11h being de tro7era of na t1ona and 

c1Y111 tion1, om- knowl•clce of CJ1J' hiator, enable• ua \o 4111oclate th8 

k rnel of tru\h fr the shell of f aehood lodged in \his accusation. !hen 

.. diacoTer that what ey charge ua wi \h, f r from being a curie \o IUA,W~lnd, 

baa b n wprane bleaaing. 

to be aure we de•tro7ed culture■ and c1Tlli tiona. e deatr07e4, for 

example. the religiou■ cu.lture ot th cient world. We flaunted~ 

reli 1ows aanc\1\iea of pa 1•• • denied and defied ita poly\he1 d 1\a 

ido t17. e ridiculed it■ deitiea. le denounced lta bloodT and inllloral 

r1 \uala - the worahip of oloch which demanded th aacr1t1oe of children, and 

the worahlp of Aa\arte which demanded aacred proatitutioa. e warredupoa 

the falae priea\a and prophe\a ot \he•• cul la for a \bouaan4 7eara. le were 

haled an4 ennmei, unpopular. Bu\ we deatrQTed thal culture aeTerthele••• .ua4 
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in it• place •• gave ma.nltind the purified an exalt 4 v ion of God, e, 

Spiritual, the Source of all goodness, the ther ot all en. Yes, 

only to bu1 ld. 

I 

Iar el ha al ~s been spiritually gre sive and defiant. '!hi al ~• tagon1se1 
it 

but7iilao al• 

Christianity, t o • was J8'1f1sh ir1tua.l cove ent • 1ch estr ye 

cultures d civilizations but which erected ?ther and obler on 

ru.in1. Tl t is ey the arl Christian • too, who ere most~ Je a, wer 

cien\ 

mali ed, d tamed and persecuted. ey •recharged 1th every conceiv le crime 

in the le dar. 'l'hq were r -= ded a the en ie o the S "te, co tore 

a,. in t the e ror. Jal.ian \he Apo tu.ta who ~t t restore p~·i :=:,e;w.,~-

ire Just s the azi are en eav r to restore e tonic 

ttacked the Chri ·t • ans of h1s ~ almost in the 
·,. t 

and cl d th i th the identic criine~ich ap .. • en of zi t. e 

• ··, 1d th Christiana ••r• crucified and burned u.\ the take b:, th 

th Ooebbela oft ose • a. 

tler1 

In the 19th and 20th centurie the Je a r l dera in 11 th 

pol1\1cal d ocial movements of ope 1ch • d or t ir obJectiv 

• ocraey, liberali and gre ter Justic d equalit;r 

help d to dsstr ~ cultures and aocietiae ich e 

b sed o feudal prlTile , autocr&C¥ 1n government, aup ratitut o 

and c ic exploitat· on of the rnassea. Detro er 7 ol ther cipator1 

ud redeem.era. !hoe• who are the enemi • ot freed and Jus\1c and humaa 

progreae ·• al•o our enemiea. Bitler alw,qa comld.n • a vicious att upon 

damc,craq wilh an equall.7 vicious attack upon the Jn. !he \wo are se ncl7 

1naeparable. 



'lhi• 1• part of our 1n■p1r1Dg a lf-knowledge: d if rur chil 

would o tau t 1 thi• - 1! th 

cone 1ng th eh..,r cter of th ir p 

d ciai•• role w ich it ha pl~ 

t n u1 d b .c rop 

c.. rowa of a mad ... d )., atile rld in w ch y 

up. 

b 0 

Self-r speet aI!.d elt- owl•~"- poi t to s lf-co trol. S lf-co r l 1• 

mast• over l t at 1 • ak ~~ unwor i aurselv . 

tr ' te of lt-c ntr 1 1 t t • oul al . C 

self- in th r ce of tta • if t ti f • 

mu t t t int d ta, 

. t lf- lf- CCU a tl · d i ' n or • 0 

i th tour . t n 

C f t ts. th ... cci~c 

rf ld ,:,f bu:. n • vor, t • cite 

f our • 1•. 1 t r a r f t to ~i t • 
w1 t fight. 

s lf-Ct) t 1 an t t t n t bee 0 •••• i • f and tmaclu 

1 b· 111 r:; I 

• 1 i • ev . ther i iction • 

.. 1 cauae 

th to fi7,• 1 anoth r . •• ., one 

•1 t fri dn, ion • cot • 1 i . 

fr1 s of r N r fr1 d • 

Self-control I • nil' tr t oo th tro u to 4a 

aectionali ' iYiai. --= >Jt ztxl riv r1 an la of diaci 1 • J • mul 



no, pre e to be an authority on 11 Jewiah que tion•. • mu. t acknowle • 

tried d d t taith:f'ully follow 1 

I nm. t alao control the impul • to run awq rom our • e;.:;t V if' it 

1• hard. !h •1• man remember• t t lif itself 1• never ~ and c re-fr • 

adventure ei'11er tor en or tor ti •• r ia not . ing].e on 

in th world that ha.a not had ita great trat;ediea, it• blood¥ r voluti 4 

civil war,. ita military and econcmic diaa.1\ers, lta bit er epocha of d r tio 

and liatlon brouch, on b detea, and • rv1\ude. 

teri i a of t v ry arp d oot of xi1t ce - cer 1nl f 

heroic ex t nc. 

Cert· inly our pe pl k:nwn - au!ter • t t • 

to run aw r 

fi ld of b ttle. I\ 1e no longer po aible. Ea p from Jniah 11 

longer poeai le for the Jew. Th choice • ow e 

low 1n ~ .. e dust o! aelf- it lf-r cri 

oYer our d at , or th lift of ur b r high to the 

the tron dun f ted 11 oh n. The cnoic 0 1 

betw e J e builder • ) ld nt Jewi • 
and schools, Jew1ah c 1n t tu\io •• Jewilh i ot lParniJl 

' 
J wish 

ettona fr eli"-det ae or • Je who no t or porlion 1n J 18h 

life, who 111 not be thei abaN t th den of Jewish deat1 , who 

content th tr tim rd lot of el 

Jew t. d of ,1-sem ti and , 11 how t 

of it 1n ert re1 with their p c of mind. 
1.r 

How ahall •• tac• the 7ear 66971 in t.he/aam• rnanu•r aa our 

toret there taced th 7 ar 4697. the y ar 3697 aDd '21• 1•ar 2697 ••• They lmn 
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1Be tro ~ d of ood cour " , and it. r no t, nor b is , for the 

Lord Go will 

th l • inis 

d c<afi nc • 

• it thee - H • 11 not ail thee 1 or fore , e the - until 

t i or1~ f or te serv ce oft e ouse of the Lord. 1 

a to ua of thi e er tion 1 t.e .~lf-s ors of ctr 
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