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ABSTRACT OF ADDRESS DELIVERED BY DR, ABBA HILLEL SILVER AT THE TEWPLE, ANCEL ROAD
AND EiST 108TH STREET om HEX YEAR'S EVE, SEPTEMBER 13, 15%9.

A year sgo we met for our Holy Day worship unier the nlgn of ™iunich®,
Today we necet unier the sign of the "fecond “orld Var®, Between last New Ye'rs
and this, there stretches 2 £ teful and stupefying ye r, a yeur of aggressions =nd
conqgu-ot8, of strident war clarums »nd feverish wmar prep-rations, a yesr of deviocus
and des erszte diplomatic maneuverings which have led to iAraageddon,

For our people, the past year wus a frightful one, the =zrea of persecution
widening 28 the Fazl orbit 2283 extended. The mumber of our helpless refugees,
brozer and impoverished, scattered to the four corners of the e rth seeking new homes,
sounted tragically,

That year, and the brutsl yeurs shich preceded it, now shrivel up im a
world conflagr.tion, It could not hsve been other-isel The rorld » 4 become too
auch of s madhouse. 5o much evil asnd madness sim ly could not endure sny longer.
The sins of our generation cried to heaven.

Hos long could m:tions live in such luainsnt and merve-racking fe r of w.r?
How long could they endure such dresd uncertainmty =hich male zll normsl plarning
and enter rize inpossible? lHow long could they contimue to draim their thought,
substance and energy into armanent? Jow long could the world tolerate the spectacle
of small nat ons, one after another, ground under the heel of aggression? How long
could the world tolerate im the heart of Europe a ruthless regize vhich contemptuously
violated 2ll international covenants, which idolised war, and converted a nation
into one huge war machine, which flouted all human decencies and rersecuted nen for
their religion and their race? The world could not be handed over indefiritely to
such recile s and derperate sdventurers, to such international gangsters and black-mallers.:

The irreprecsible conflict which some of us have lomg predicted hes finally

broken out. There we e thore *ho believed thet this was not «n irrepressible conflict,

Just s8 there were zen who boleved that the issue of Slavery in the United States
was pot ap irreyressible conflict. These people deprecated hst they called ideologic
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sarfare. They preached appeasesent, They hoped that by sacrificing smaller notions
to the insatiable maw of the sggressors they would have peace in their 1iTetime,
The solitical leaders of England and Frence in recent yeurs were of that opinion,
By refusing to recognize the menace of the new politicsl burburism which had doen
unleasghed in Europe, by feeding it and allowing it to grow strong, in spite of zll
warnings and cle r signs, by failing to draw 4its fangs vhen such an operation wmould
have been culte simple, these blind and inept leaders have unwittingly prepsred this
Second Yorld Var, and the!r mistakes must now be  toned for by the death of countless
men upon the new b-ttleflields of Europe.

o one tmows what will couwe out of this wiur. Ko one dures to prophecy.
The luat Forld ¥upr destroyed three empires, turned one-sixth of the globe over to
Comunisa and ushered in the Era of Dictiotors. Ve can only hope and pray that the
sufferin; shich awaits the r:t ons of Furope #4111 teach them - and us - ropentance,
that they will return aguin, after their dread chrgtisement, to thst vision which
they repudiated after the Firet ¥orld ‘ar - the wision of :n internationzsl or'er
based upon law and morslity. Ve can only hope that this sar will narik the end of
Fazism and of that vhole complex of aberrations - Force, Hilitarism, Aggre-sion,
Intolerance, Racism - for shich it -tands. The Second Vorld “ar will also prove
vain snd futile unless as a result of it the rights of all peoples and of all
2inorities xik are finally firmly established and freedom and demoeracy sre
fully vindicated.






