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OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR EVIL 

A sermon delivered for the Jewish 
New Year, 1940I 'fltt r~~/" 

Frequently during the last few years, and more especially during the 
last few months, I have heard men say: ''Where is God?" Men of faith every­
where are being accosted today by the same petulant query with which the 
Psalmist of old was accosted: ' I 

• ''Where is thy God? 11 

Logically, of course, one had the right to assume th t now, least of 
all, men would ask such a question. iitnessing the violent ~ragedy of death 
and destruction mich mankind brought upon itself, by its own depravity, 
one had the right to assume that men would turn to God with incre sed faith 
and fervor, and acknowledge the complete v·ndication of Him and of His moral 
lai. But men are seldom logical when they e u , baffled and unhappy. 

When they re prosperous they do not wo ry much about God or His 
existence. They do ot say, to quote Jeremiah, "Where is the Lord that 
brought sup out of the land of Egypt and that led us through wilderness ... 
that brought us into a land of fruit fields." Prosperity and well-bei g 
are taken for granted, as man's just mete and due. What they possess and 
enjoy, singly or collectively, they tacitly assume to be the results of their 
own achievements and entirely due to their own merit . "My power and the might 
of my hand have got en me this weal th." ... 

It is when they are hurt, bereaved or helpless that many people become 
rebellious, cavilling and demanding, "Where is God?" Why does He allow this? 
Why does he not intervene? The power which they did not invoke gratefully 
in their prosperity they cavil at fretfully in their adversity. 
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The truth of the matter is, of course, not that God has forsaken the 

world , but that the world has forsclen God, and that the ancient admonition 

has again come true: "And it shall be if thou shalt forget t he Lord Thy 

God and walk after other gods, and serve them, I forewarn ye this day that 

ye shall surely perish." ... Our world is perishing before our very eyes 

because the moral law of the living God was contemned by our generation. 

Never has retributive jlstice overtaken an age as swiftly and as surely as our 

age. Never has the law of divine compensation been so completely and dra­

matically vindicated. 

If our days are shot through with agony and despair, if war stalks 

through the fair cities and lands of the ear1h, if death rains from the skies 

and if the four dread, gaunt Horsemenl of the Apocalypse are again riding 

through the world - is it not due to the gross and unpardonable sins of our 

age, to the acts of betrayal, perfidy and selfishness on the parts of govern­

ments, leaders, parties and masses? 

The last war was a bloody atonement for wide and universal international 

crimes. At its conclusion, after more than four years of massacre and horror, 

nations res:ived upon repentance. They pledged themselves to put an end to 

the era of political intrigue and rival national sovereignties and to esta­

blish a new order - one that would be built upon righteousness and upon 

respect for the right of all nations and of all minorities. In their 

chatened mood, they set up institutions and agencies for the peaceful solution 

of all irlernational conflicts and for collective punisament of any aggressor. 

A new day had dawned for mankind. International aggression and war were to 

be things of the past, like slavery. Hopes ran high. Bright trumpets 

sounded on new horiznns. 
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But it was not long before the new altars which had been erectec}by 

a repentant world to the new vision -which had come to it, were defiled by 

the very hands imich had erected them. As they moved away from the battle­

fields where they had known agony, soul-searching and repentance, the nations 

returned to their old vomit, to the old international rivalries, injustices 

and shameless schemes of conquest. The promising new world order was des­

troyed by the nations which had created it. They scuttled the Le.ague of 

Nations . They undermined collective security. They refused to protect 

at the behest of their own pledges and covenants the weaker natio~s against 

aggression, and minorities against persecution. The long sordid record of 

twenty years of moral evasion and hypocrisy culminating in the second world 

war need not be rehearsed here. It is all too well known. The statesmen 

of the victorious nations of Europe failed to see, because they were spiri­

tually blind, that the same unpunished and unchecked lawlessness which could 

bomb cities and civilians in China or Ethiopia could some-day also bomb 

their own cities and kill their own civilians. They did not see because they 

would not see that t he same unchallenged and uncurbed barbarism which looted 

the Jews of Germany, crushed and robbed them, and drove them forth as help­

less refugees could smme-day loot and rob their own citizens and drive out 

millions of their own people, Christians and so-called Aryans, as homeless 

refugees. The nationally redeemed Poles, in the stupidity of their national 

arrogance and intolerance, thought that only Jews could be declared sub-human, 

brandedt As pariahs and forced to wear the yellow badge of serfdom. Such a 

fate could never overtake them. Frenchmen thought that only Czechoslovakia 

could be over-run and conquered . Englishmen never dreamed that their own 

children might some-day have to seek asylum in far distant lands, and the 
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ships carrying their refugee children would some day be sunk by the same 

azis whose fury and madness was scattering helpless Jewish children over the 

face of the earth. Each thought only of himself. And so the God of nations, 

the God of universal law and justice, meted out vO all of them a common cup 

of staggering and confusion from which they must all drink now. 

Similarly with the nations which lost in the last war. They were not 

content to seek merely redress and restitution; nor were they prepared to 

repent of their share in the crimes which hurled tham and others into the 

last disastrous war. When circumstances came to favor them, their old 

and for a time thwarted lust for conquest and domination and military glory 

reasserted itself. Like the dervishes o.f7'old, like hysterical shamans, they 

whipped themselves into an orgy of emotional p triotic abandon and stripped 

themselves of all the decencies of civil.zed r·fe. They danced the wild, 

unrestrained dance of folk pride, of chauvenism and racism. Blindly they 

cast aside their liberties and their hurnaniti•s and rushed out, in a berserk 

rage, upon the world, to trample, to conquer and to subdue. They thought 

that only Madrid, Warsaw and London could be bombed, never Berlin or Munich 

or Frankfurt. 

And if these peoples are suffering today from war, and have begun 

to count their wounded and slain in the tens of thousands, if they have come 

to know want and scarcity and the biting chill of the chains of serfdom which 

have been riveted upon them, if they have come to experience mounting physical 

and spiritual deprivations for which the trumped-up glories of tentative 

victories won upon the battlefield are no adequate compensation, is it because 

there is no God in the ~orld, or is it because these peoples set up or per­

mitted to be set up in their midst false gods, ~ilose altars clamor for human 
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sacrifice, and whose shrines, like that of the ancient Diana of emi, call 

for High Priests who are run-a-i1ay slaves, who murder their predecessors 

in office and must i n turn be murdered by their successors. 

"They chose new gods; 

then was there war in the gates." When men forsake the God of truth and 

peace and worship the gods of lies and war, shall they not suffer in con­

seq~ence and shall God be held unj ust or indeed non-existent because He 

avenges His moral law? 

There is a relentless exclusiveness to the loyalty which is demanded 

by God. It does not tolerate any compethg loyalties. One can not worship 

God and at the same time worship also ammon and ~ars and Moloch and Pan -

tribal and chthonian deities, whose esse ce ·s but the magnified frailties 

of mortal man. "Thou shalt have 

no other God beside Me." One must be either for God or for Baal. And our 

own age has been for Baal - for many cruel and deformed Baalim. And now the 

earth resounds with the death-cries of a perishing generation because these 

false gods have brought their worshipers to the very bring of self-annihi­

J.t.ion. 

Shall we now blame God Who, through the mouths of seers, prophets and 

sages, has warned men, betime and often, to abhor d to turn a ay from these 

false gods, not to covet the silver and gold that is upon them, and ot to 

be ensnared by them, but to worship only Him, the God of justice, love and 

peace - the Father of all who loves all men, strong and weak alike, as His 

children, and Who commanded men and nations to take pity on the weak, to shelter 

the stranger, and to regard all men as brothers? 

Where is God? Where, indeedf Men have torn him from their hearts. They 
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have banished him from their habitations, from their ch~elleries and 

academies and from their marts of trade. And now God has returned to them 

in the consuming wrath and fire of retribution. He is chastising our age 

and purging it again. Perhaps this time the nations will learn not to con­

temn His law or deal lightly with His divine commandments. Perhaps in their 

common fellowship of suffering they will discover a common comradeship in 

arms to defend those common ethical and spiritual ends which are their 

common safety and which tolerate no exceptions. en God will assuredly 

forgive and pardon, and He will return as dew to a parched land, as a healing 

and a balm. For God does not desire the death of the sin er, but that ht 

should return and live ... 

Religion, my friends, never assumed, for a moment, that God created 

a perfect world for man and a perfect man to dwell in it. If that ,rere so, 

creation would be altogether meaningless. I t would have no history, and h an 

life would be denied all struggle and therefore all achievement. Religious 

mythology did conceive of a paradise, but it placed it at the two extremes 

of human existence - at the very beginning and a at the very end. In the 

Garden of Eden, before man's fall, there was perfection; and at the "End of 

Dqs", in the golden millennium of messianic times, there will again be per­

fection. But in between these points, which are on the distant horizons 

of beginning and end, there stretches the long, hard road of man's slow 

evolution, the broken road which winds through a wilderness of disappoint­

ments and heart-breaks, but which alone leads man along its weary march, to 

experience, knowledge, d.sdom, freedom and peace. 

God did not create man or society perfect, but perfectible. He gave 

them a law by which to attain perfection, and a way of life by which to achieve 
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maximum happiness. As an antidote to the selfish i nclinations which God has 

placed in the hearts of men, none altogether purposeless, He gave them the Law. 

If man choses to ignore that Law, it is not God who fails man, but man who 

fails himself and God. It is not for God to make man's world perfect, b t 

for man - to perfect his own world 

according to the Law revealed to him by God. God has left man largely free 

to fashion his own destiny and dowered him with the necessary measure of 

will, power and freedom to carve out a blessed destiny for himself. If man 

resolves to strive mightily and labor earnestly, he can achieve, so we have 

learned from experience, high levels of intellectual and spiritual perfection 

and reach high peaks of nobility and happiness. 

But man must be willing to enter the struggle for perfection, to suffer 

and to sacrifice for righteousness, for the Kingdom of God, which is the 

Kingdom of his own blessedness. There is no other way to attain them. This 

is the condition of man's advancing life. This is the Law of human progress. 

Leaders of men, especially, must be prepared to set the example of sacrifice 

and suffering dth fortitul de for those ideals ich alone can make life 

livable for men or nations. Jeremiah must be p epared to be stoned to death, 

Jesus to die upon the cross, and Socrates to drain the beaker of death. 

Such suffering is not punishment, but purification, not merely of those who 

suffer but of those for worn they suffer. It is in this sense that the 

Rabbis declared: "Blessed are suffering, for they 

atone like sacrificial offerings . 

Wise men learn from suffering and are improved by it, like malleable iron 

which is hammered into greater strength by each falling blow. When the great 

t eacher Akiba was asked to explain his dictum, "Blessed are the suffering", 
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he said: "Menasseh cid that which was evil in the sight of God, altho gh his 

royal and pious father, He zekiah, had taught him the whole Torah and all the 

mandates of the good life. But all the teachi1g which he recei ed did not 

influence him for good, but Slffering did. As it is ·written : "Menasseh 

was bound in chains and carried into exile to Babylon and when he was in 

distress, he besought the Lord, and humbled himself greatly before God, and 

prayed unto God." 

My friends: 1any trials await our generation and much suffering. We 

may not be at the end of this world war, but at its beginning . The areas 

of conflict may widen. The tides of death and destruction are sweeping on 

and may engulf many more nations before they finally recede. e, of this 

generation, ·will do well to regard this universal calamity as God's visita-

ion for the sins of our age . We will do rell to think humbly of repentance 

~nd contrition. Also we will do well to be o strong faith and cling to 

the cond.ction of the faithf 1 men of all times, that "while the Lord has 

chastened them sore He ,. ·11 not give teem over unto death." e will be wise to 

gird ourselves morally for the great and long struggle ahead and be prepared 

to play a manly part in it; for it is better to die as free men for the Law 

of God than to live ~s slaves under the law of tyrants. 

This hour, my friends, calls not for fear or doubt or despair, but for 

faith and valor and the buckling on of armor, both physical and spiritual. 

We are met in the Valley of D cision, and the hour is the hour of destiny. It 

is an eternal moment, when epochal decisions are being made which will affect 

the lives of generations of men yet unborn. The remaining free pa:ples of 

the earth must rally as one to slay the evil which threatens all mankind, the 

evil which they tolerated all too long and which they permitted to wax and 

grow mighty and ma-acing because they were blind, because they had grown thick 

and gross, had forgotten the covenant of God, nd had worshiped 'new gods 
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that came up of late, and sacrified unto demons and no-Gods." 

We Jews who fought Moloch and Mammon and all savage and br tal Gods in' 

ancient days, in the ma.me of a God of Justice and Love, and throughout the 

ages, have suffered, as we are suffering tod~, because we were called by 

His name, must again find our places in the vang~ard of the free armies 

of mankind, and fight, with invincible courage, all the bloody priests of 

Baalim today, all those who breathe hate and war, who ~ould deny man his 

divine patrimony of freedom and dignity, who would uivide the human race 

into men and mongrels, and who would wield the whips of the taskm sters over 

an e slaved world. 

And it is only through faith in God, a living, nourishing faith that 

we can uin through. Beca se our age as cynical, so-called realistic ad 

practical, but actually afraid and common-place, because it had neither 

lift, nor vision, nor aspiring faith, that it vent st bling from one dis­

aster to another and finally ended up on the edge of a wilderness. 

Democracy without a conquering faith in a living God of Justice and 

Freedom cannot win against the powerful forces 
Yahweh 

ich are today arrayed 

against it. It must confront Baal with Yahaveh. Democracy was born in 

f•ith, grew stro gin faith, and must die when it loses that faith. It will 

have no spiritual resources upon which to dr w, no enkindling loyalty, 

no vision, and without vision a free people must perish. 

If our faith in God and in His moral law can be revived, a faith in 

and allegiance to a Power that is greater than the St te or any and all forms 

of h an organization and authority, then we shall come to know beyond the per­

adventure of doubt that no human1despotism and cruelty and hate and the 

destruction of the weak can triumph in the end, and we shall then find the 

courage h~th which to challenge them, the means wherewith to destroy them, 

and the strength to endure until the victory is won. 
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I 

Fre uently during the last few years, and more especially duri the last 

few months, I have heard men say: 11 ,fuere is God?" Men of faith everywhere are being 

accosted today by the same petualnt query with which the Ps&lmist of old Nas accosted : 

z 1,> (j\ ~ 1ft • "Where is thy God?" 

Logically, of course, one had the right to assume that now, least of all, men 

wouln ask such a question. •~tnessing the violent tragedy of death and destruction 

which mankind bro ht upon itself, by its ovm depravity, one had t · e right to assume 

that men would turn to God with increased ~aith and fervor, and acKnowledge the complete . 
vindication of Him and of His moral law. But en are seldom logical when t ey are 

~ 
hurt, b ff led and unhap ?Y . hen they are pros oerous t '1ey do not • orry much a bout 

God or His existence. They do not say, to quote Jeremiah, "Wh !re is t e Lord that 

lbrought us up out of the land of Egypt and that led us through wilderness ... that 

brought us into a land of fruitful fi.elds." Pros rit and ell-being aretaken for 

granted, as man's just mete and due. What they 

tacitly assumed to bet e results of their own achievements and entirely due to 

their own merit . "My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth ." ... 

It is when the, are hurt, bereaved or helpless that many people become rebellious, 

cavilling and demanding, "Where is God?" Why does He allow this? Why does he not 

intervene? The pm'Jer which they did not invoke gr .ltef~ly in their rosperi ty they -
cavil at fretfully int eir adversity. 

The truth of the matter is, of course, not that God l}_a world 

butt at the orld has forsaken God, and that the ancient admonition has again come 

/, true: "And it shall be if thou shalt forget the Lord Thy God arrl walk after other 

gods, and serve them, I forewarn ye this day that ye sha l l surezy perish.~ .. Our -
world is perishing before our very eyes becausethe moral law of the living God 

'bwl contemned by our gener tion. ~ retributive justice overtaken an a~ 

as swiftly nd as surely as our age. 
' 

Never has the law of divine compensation been 
4 

so complete!~ and dramatically vindic ted . . 

' 
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If our days ar~hot tb.r.ough with agony and despair, if war s talks t' rough 

the fair cities and lands of the earth, if deat rains from t he skies and if the 

four dread 0 aunt Horsemen of the Apocalypse are again riding through the world - is --
it not due to the gross and unpardonable sins of our age, to the acts of j>etraya.1, 

perfidy and selfishness on the parts of governm nts, leaders, parties and masses? .---------
The last war was a bloody atonement .for wide an:l universal international 

crimes. At its conclusion, after more t . an four years of massacre and horror, nations 

resolved upon repentance. They pledged themselves to put an end to the era of 

political intrigue and rival nat1:onal sovereignties and to establish a new order -

one that would be built upon righteousness and upon respect for the right of all 

nations an4 of all minorities. In their chastened mood, they set up institutions 

and agencies for the peaceful solution of all international conflicts and for collective 

punishment of any aggressor. A new day had dawned .for mankind. International aggression 

and ar were to be things of the past, like slavery. Hopes rantigh. Bright trumpets 

sounded on new horizons. 

But it was not lo~ before the new altars which had been erected by a repentant 

world to the new vision which had come to Mlem, were defiled by the very hands which 

had erected them. As they moved away from the battlefields where t~ey had known 

agony, soul-searching and repentance, the nations returned to their old vomit, to 

the old international rivalries injustices and shameless schemes of conquest. The 

promising new world order was destroyed by the nations which had created it. They 

scuttled the League of Nations. They undermined collective securit. They refused 
~ ., ~~;~ ~ ~ 
to protect the weaker nations against aggression, and minorities against ~ecution . 
.----

✓ The long sordid record or twenty years of moral evasion and hypocrisy ~ulmin ting 

in the second world war need not be rehearsed here. It is all too well known. The 

statesmen of the victorious nations of Europe failed to see
1

because they were 

spiritually blind that the same unpunished and unchecked lawlessness whicf~btla 
I ot.,o 

cities and civilians in China or Ethiopia iould some-day~bomb their own cities and 
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kill their own civilians. They did not see because t hey would not see tha t the same 

unchallenged and uncurbed b rbarism which looted the Jews of Germany, crushed and 

robbed them, and drove them forth as helpless refugees fould some-day loot and rob 

their own citizens and drive out mi _ions of their own people, Chrictians and so-called 

Aryans, as homeless refugees. The nationally redeemed Poles, in the stupidity of 

t heir national arrogance and intolerance, thought tat only~ Jews ~ruld be. branded 

as ariahs and forced to we r the yellow badge of serfdom. Such a f ·lte could nev9r 

overtake them. Frenchmen thought that only Czechoslovakia could be over-run and 

conquered. Englishmen never dreamed t hat their own children might some-day have to 

seek asylum in far distant lands, 
I?- J .. 

I.JI. and the• ships carrying th~ refuge children 

would be sunk by the same Nazis whose fury and madne ss was scattering helpless 

Jewish children over the face of the earth. Each t'ought only of himself. And so 

the God of n~tions, the God of universal law and justice,meted out to all of them a 

common cup of staggering and conrusion f rom which t ey must all Lno •rdrink--: 

Similarly with t~e nations which lost in the last war. They ~ere not content 
.,.tA.l /11/1 to seek merely redress and restitution; nor did repent of their share in the 

~lo 
crimes which hurled them to the last disastrous war. When circlL~Ptances came to 

~ IAA-1 t, ' ~ favor them, their old and thwarted lust for conques t all&' domina tion re sser ed itself. 
/\ 

Like the dervishes of old, like hysterical shamans, they whipped themselves into an 

orgy of emotional pa triotic abandon and striped themselves of all the decencies of 

civilized life. They danced the wild, unrestrained dance of folk-pride a.Ri ■•i•eee, . I 

all chauvenism and racism. Blindly they cat aside t~eir liberties and their hwnanities 

and rushed out , in a berserk rage, upon the world, to trample, to con~uer and to w~~c II\ f' rt • subdue. rt.a_ ~ tr.,...r ~ fM.~4,.,,t£,..,R ~ ~ ~ ~, ~ ,1~· ~- ""\)~' ed. ~ ..: tvt 
And if these peoples are suffer·ng today from war, and ve begun to coµnt 

their wounded an slain in the tens of thousands, if they have come to know want and 

scarcity and the biting chill of the chains of serfdom which h ve been riveted upon 
""' ov"' ~ them, if they have com . to experience IMIIBOPogJ physical and spiritual deprivations 



•• -4-

for which the trumped-up glories of tentative victories won upon the b ttlefield 

are no adequate compensatLon, is it because t ~ere is no God in the world, or Abecause 

these peoples M~e set up or permitted to be set up in thei r midst alse gods, whose 

altars clamor for human sacrifice, and whose shrines like that of the ancient Diana 

of Nemi, call for High Priests who are run-a-way slaves,who murder t heir predecessors 
tM\JSt 

in office and ~in turn murdered by their successors . 

. r'';.t f)f> / ,, C°.,.,e~n ~ ,nfic ')1\'\ I. "They chose new gos; then 

was there war in the gates." Then men forsake the God of truth an .., peac ~ and worship 

the gods of lies and war, shall they not suffer in conseauenc ani shal l God be held 

unjust or indeed non-existent because He avenges His moral law? 

There is a relentlfue~usiveness t o the loyalty which is demanded by God. 

It does no .... tolerate any competing loyalties. One can not worship GorJ and a t the same 
0-,,,,t-

time orship also Mammon and ars and ~loloch and Pan - tribal and chthonip deities 
1 

~hose essence is but the magnified frailties of mo~al man. ,Ji> Ii r,., le e ,.;') r,\ 7..I i'I•' fcl 

"Thou shalt have no other God beside Me." One must be either for God or for Baal. 

And our own age has been for Baal - for many cruel and deformed Baalim. And now the 

earth resounds with the death-cries of a perishing generation because these false 

gods have brought their worshipers to the very brink of self-annihilation. 

Shall we now blame God iho, t hrough the mouths of seers, prophets and s~es, 

has warned men, betime and often, to abhor ar d to turn away from these false gods, 

not to covet the silver and gold that is-' upon them, and not to be ensnared by 

them, but to worship only Him, the God of justice, love and oeace - the Father of 

all~ who loves all men, st rong and weak alike, as His chil ren, and Yho commanded 

men and nations to take pity on the weak
1

.allllt - to shelter the stranwr, and to regard 

all men as brothers? 

V/here is God? - en have torn him from their heac--ts. They have banished him 
!' 

from their habitations, from their chancell,ries and academies and their marts of 

trade. And no n God has returned to them in the consuming wrath and fire of retribution. 
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He is chastising our age and purging it again. Perhaps this time the nation~ will 

learn not to contemn His law 

Perhaps in their coI!lDlon fellowship of suffering they will discover a common comrade-

ship in arms iB defen• those common ethical and spiritual ends which tolerate 

no exceptions. Then Chd ill assuredly forgive and pardon, and He will return as 

dew to a parched land, as a healing and a balm. For God does not desire the deatri r£ -
the sinner, but that he should return and live .. •. 

Religion, my friends, neve _ assmed, for a moment, that God created a perfect 

world for man and a perfect man to dwell in it. If that were so, creation would 

be altogether mvaningless . It would have no history, and human life would be denied 

all struggle and therefore all achievement. lieligious mythology did conceive of a 

paradise , but it placed it at t e two extremes of human existence - at the very 

beginning and at the ve end. In the Garden of Eden, before man• ~ fall, th re was 

perfection; and at the "End of Days", in the gal en millennium of messianic times, 

there will again be perfection. But in between these points1 on the dist t horizons 

of beginning and end, there stretches the long, hard road of man's slow evolution, - -
the broken road which inds through a wilderness of disappointments and h .art-breaks, 

.... ~ which mAn ~weary ~ltft f6 - -...c· ~ - arflli experience -1ID- kno ledge1aad. wisdom 
I ~ freedom and peace. 

God did not create man or societ- perfect , but oerfectible . He gave them a 

law b which to attain perfection, and a way of li_e by which to achieve maximum -
happiness. As an(ant10te\to the selfish inclinations which God has placed in the 

'-\OM~ ~1t~ J?uA ~ 
hearts of men,rHe gave t em the Law. If man choses to ignore t.tnt Law, it is not 

God 1<ho~ :an, but man who fails himself' and God. !t is ~,d WAo, ~e to make 

man I s world perfect, but u, => for man I ii' t A I\> {,, z_. {' ft-. j i' .A I_ to perfect 

his own \lorld according to the Law revealed to him by God. God has left man largely 

free to fashion his own destiny and dowered him with the necessary measure of will, -- .. 

power and freedom to a blessed destiny for himself. If man resolves to strive 



I , -6-

mightily and labor earnestly, he can achiev~high levels of intellectual and 

spiritual perfection and reach high peaks of nobility and happine ss. 

But man mu"'t be rilling to enter the stru .gle for l • p•rfection, to suffer 

and to sacrifice for righteousness,.-. for the Kingdom of God, hich is the Kingdom 

of his own blessedness. The ... e is no other way to att ain them. This is the condition -
of man's advancin~ life. This is the Law of human rogr ss. Leaders of men, especially, 

must be prepared to set the exampl ; of sacrifice and of suffering with fortitude for 

t hose ideal which alone can make life livabl e for men or nations. Jeremiah must 

be prepared to be stoned to death, Jesus to die upon the cross, nd ocrates to drain 

the beaker of de t~. --- -Such suffering is not punishment but purification, not m.rely 

of those who suffer but of those for whom they suffer. It is in this sense that 

the Rabbis declared: 
7 

II 
Blessed are suffering, for ey atone like sacrificial off rings. 

~ise men learn from suffering and are imtroved by it, like malleable iron 

·hich is hammered into greater strength by each falling blow. \,hen the great teacher 
....--.-.. 
Akiba was asked to explain his dictum, "Blessed are the suffering", he said: "Menasseh -
did that which was evil in the sight of God, although hi royal an pious fathPr, 

Hezekiah, had taught him the whol Torah and all the mandates of the good life. But 

all the teaching which he received did not influence him for good, but suffering did. 

sit is written: "enasseh was bound in chain and carried into exile to Bab lon 

and when he was in distre~s, he besought th, Lord, und humbled himself gre· tly before 

God 1and prayed unto God." 

y friends: Many trials await our generation and much suffering. 1 e ~ not ~ 

at the end of th i s world war, but at its beginning. The areas of conflict~ widen. 

estruction are sweepin on an ~ engulf many more nations --------------before they finally recede. e, of this generation, will do well to reg·1rd this 

universal calamity as G9(i's visitation for the sins of our age. ,e will do well to 
of -

think humbly of repentance and contrition. Also ~ e ~ill do ell to be/strong faith 

and cling to the conviction of th ! faithful men of all times, that" hile the Lord 
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has chastened them sore He \·dll not give them over unto dea t.ri . , e vill be wise to 
V 

gird ourselves morally for the great and long struggle ahead and be prepared to ?lay 

a manly part in it; for it is better to die as free men for the Law of God t han to 

live as slaves und~r the law of tyrants. 

This hour, my friends, cal ls not for fear or doubt or despair, but for faith --and valor and the buckling on of armor, both physical and spiritual. ( ',,e a re met in 

the alle of Dec·sion, and the houri the hour of destiny. It is an eternal moment, 

when epochal dec"sions are being made which will affect the lives of generations of 

men yet unborn. The remaining free the earth must rally as one to slay -----------------
the evil which threatens all mankind, the evil which they tolerated all too long and 

which they ermitted to wax and grow mighty an menacing becausethey were blind, 

becaus · they had grown thick and gross, had forgotten the covenant of od, nd had 

worshipe,2_ "new gods that came up o late., and sacrificed unto demons and no-Goo.s.n -
i e Jews who fo ht iY oloch and u1ammon and all savage d bru 1 gods in ancient 

days, in the name of a God of Justice and Love, and throughout the ·.1ges, have suffered1 

as ve are suffering today, we w re called by His name, must again find our places 

in the vanguard of the free armies of mankind, and fight, with invincible coo 
~~~~~ 

all the bloody priests of Baalim today, all those who wo d deny man his divine 

" patrimony of freedom and dignity, who would divide the human race into men and 

mongrels, and who ·, ould wield the whips of the taskmasters over an enslaved world. 
~◄-, 

And it is only through faith in God, a living mo'l:lft faith th· t we 

c n win through. Because our age was cynical, so-called realistic and practic~l, 
v~ 

but actually afraid and common-place, because it had"ftle lift, nor vision, nor aspiring 

faith, that it went stumbling from one disaster to another and final ly ended up on 

the edge of a wilderness. 

Democracy without a conr1uerlng faith !n a living God of Justice and fi.eedom .. {J 

- 9t \Mvrt ~ D~ ._..,7h~~~ 
cannot win against the powerful forces which are today arrayed agginst it.n D~~ocra~y 

was born in }aiih ~and m~st ie when it loses that faith. It ha.a ~o spiritual 
I 
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reso ces upon which to drawfno v ' sion, 

1f> I> 
If our f ith in God and in His moral 

and. ·thout vision a free people must ·erish. 
~ k-

revived ,Athen e sha.11;&,now beyon 1 

)erc:1.dve ture of doubt that despotic-m r➔ nd cru lty and h:1tc am the deC" ructio o he 

weak ca1;1'!t triumph in the ,;nd, and v·: h lJ then find the coura_J;e to challenee them, 

the means wherewith to destroy them ,and the strength to endure until the vie or is 

won. 
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OUR RESPOBSTBILn'I ,OR EVIL - ::::: -
Sermon, The Temple, Rosh 
Hubanah ~l940 

/ 

Frequently during the past few years, and more esp_cially during the 

last tev months, I have heard men ask: "Where is God?" Men ot faith everywhere 

are being accosted by the same petulant query with which the Psalmist or old was 

confronted: "Where is thy God? " 

Logically, of course, one bad the right to assume that nov, least at all, 

rmen would ask such a question. Witnessing the violent tragedy of death and destruc­

tion which mankind brought upon itself one bad the right to assume that man would 
/' 

turn to God with increased faith and tenor, and acknowledge the canplete vindication 

of Him and ot His moral law. But men are seldan logical. when they are hurt, baffled 

and unhappy. 
much ~---

When men are prosperous they do not wo-rryAabou.t God/or His existence. 

They do not say, to quote Jeremiah, "Where is the Lord that brought us up out of the 

land ot Egypt and that led us through the w11derness ... that brought us into a land 

of fruitful. field;., y Prosperity and well-being are taken tor granted, as man's just 
·'1 
M'bet and due. ~ we possess and enjoy, singly or collectively, we tacitly assume 

to be the result~ our achievements and entirely due to our merit. "My power and 

the might of my band have gotten me this wealth!". · .. 

It is when men are hurt, bereaved or helpless that many people becane 
/'\ 

rebellious and ae.vilJing and demandlll: "Where is God?° . Why does He allow this'l Why 
y 

does He not intenene?" The power which they did not invoke grate:fully in times of 

prosperity they cavil at trettully in their adversity. 

The truth is, ot course, not that God has :rorsaken t he world, but that 

the world bas forsaken God. The ancient admonition has again cane tru.e:"And it shall 

be it thou fQrget the Lord thy God and walk after other gods, and serve them, I fore­

warn ye this day that ye shall surely perish ... !' Never has the law or di vine canpensa­

tion been so canpletely and dramatically vindicated. 

If' our days are shot through with agony and despair, if war stalks\ through 
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[ the :fair cities and lands a£ the earth, 1:f' death rains :from the skies and if the 

:four dread, gaunt Horsemen o:f' the Apocalypse are again riding through the world, is 

it not due to the gross and unpardonable sins o:f' our age, to the acts at betrayal., 

per:f'idy11 and selfishness o:f' governments, leaders, parties) and masses? 

The l.ast var was a bloody atonement for wide and universal crimes. A:f'ter 

more than four years o:f' massacre and horror, nations resolved upon repentance. They 

pledged themselves to put an end to the era o:f' political intrigue and national rivalry 

and to establish a new order one that would be built upon righteousness and upon 

respect for the right ar all nations and at a1l minorities. Tn their chastened mood 

they set up institutions and agencies for the peace:rul solution of' international 

conflicts and for collective punishment of any aggreasor. A new day had dawned for D 

mankind. Like slavery, international aggression and var were to be things ar the 

past. Hopes ran high. "Rrigbt trumpets sounded on nev horizons. 

But it vaa not long before the new altars which had been erected by a 

repentant world were def'iled by the very hands which had erected them. Rs the 

nations moved away fraa the battlefields where they had known agony, soul-searching;, 

and repentance, they returned to ml former rivalries and shameless schemes at con­

quest. The pranising new world order was destroyed by the W e nations vhich had 

created it. They scuttled the IA!ague at Rations. They undermined collective security. 

They refused to pl'M..: •*P the behest at their own pledges and covenants the weaker 

nations against 1:111 aggression and mlanorities against persecution. The long sordid 

record of' twenty years of moral evasion and hypocrisy culminating in the second 

world var need not be rehaarsed here. It is all too veil known. The state81Den at 

the victorious nations failed to see, because they were spiritually blind, that the 

same unchecked and unpunished lawlessness which could bcnb cities and civilians in 

China or Ethiopia could someday bomb their own cities and kill their own 

citizens. !l'hey did not see/ because they would not se/ that the same unchallenacl 

and uncurbed barbaris which crushed and robbed the Jews ot ne:rmany and drOYe them 

forth as helple&s refugees could someday loot p-.m, and rob their own citizens and 
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drive out m:11J1ons at their own people, Christiana and so-called Ary,ms, as 

haneless re1'ugees. 1'he Pole,, 1n the stupidity or their national ~d 

that -----
intolerance, thought~only • Jews could be declared sub human, branded as pariahs 

and torced to vear the yellow badge of serfdom. Frenchmen thought that only Czechoslo­

vakia could be overrun and conquered. Englishmen never dreamed that their children 

might saneday have to seek asylum in :tar distant places nor that the ships carrying 

their T (t• children to refuge would saneday be sunk by the same Bazis whose -rury 

and madness vas scattering helpless Jevish children over the :tace ot the earth. F.ach 

thought only of himself. And the God at nations, the God at universal law and justice, 

meted out to all of them a ~anmon cup ot staggering contusion tran which they must nov 

drink. 

~1m:1Jarl.y the nations which lost in the last war were not content to seek 

merely redress and restitution; nor vere they prepared to repent of their share in 
-

the crimes which ...,..."'.,..ed. them and others into conflict. When circumstances came to 

favor them, their old and tor a time thwarted lust tor conquest and daa1:nation and 

military glory reasserted itself. Like the dervishes of old, like hysterical shamans, 

they whipped themselves into an orgy at emotional patriotism and stripped themselves 

of all the decencies ot ½Jl!!II[ civilized 11:te. 'Ibey danced the wild, unrestrained dance 

of f ollt pride, at cha nism and racism. Jllim l.y they cast aside their liberties and 

their hnmeotties and rushed out, 1n a berserk rage, upon the world, to trample, to 

conquer/ and to subdue. Madrid, WaraavJ and London could be baabed, never Berlin, Munich 

or J'ranktort. 

Tt these peoples are suttering today, and ban begun to cOUDt their wounded 

and slain in the tens at thouiands, if they know want and scarcity and the biting 

~hill ot the ~ha1ne at sertdaa which have been rinted upon thelll, 1:t they experience 

mOUDting physical and spiritual deprivations tor which the trumped-up glories or battle 

tield riatories are no adequate caapenaation, is it becauae there is no God in the 
I 

world? Or 1s 1t 1met these peoples set up in their midst false gods, whose altars 

el•mor :tor human 

I'\ 
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sacrif'ice, and whose shrine, like that _A:r ancient Diana of Berni, call tor High 

Priests who are runaway slaves, vho murder their predecessors and must in turn be 

murdered by their successors? ,\•They chose new gods; then there vas war 1n the gates." 

When men forsake the God at truth and peace and worship the gods at m lies and war, 

shall they not suffer the consequences? Shall Iii& God be held unjust or, indeed, 
/"" 

non ex1stent
7 

because lie avenges His moral law? 

'lbere 1s a llll relentless exclusiveness to the loyalty which is demandP.d 

by God. One cannot wor.ship God and at the same time also worship Mammon, Mars, Moloc1;> 

or Pan, tribal and cb.thonian dieties, whose essence is but the ma.gnitied frailties 

of mortal man. "Thou shalt have no other gods bea14e Mi'?.- One mwst be either tor 
~ 

God or for Baal. OUr own age has been for Baal - tor many cruel and deformed Baalim. 
M 

And now our earth resounds with the death cries of' a perishing generation whose talse 

gods have brought their worshippers to the brink of sel:t'=ano1b11ation. 

Shall we now blame God, Who has warned men, betimes and of'ten, to abhor 

and to turn away f'ran such false gods, not t o covet the silver and gold that is upon 

them, and not to be ensnared by them? Shall we now blame Goel Who bas canmand~d D 

man to worship only Him, the God ot justice, lov~ and peace, the Father o£ al.l, Yho 

loves all men, strong and weak alike, as His children, and Who commanded men and 

nations to take pity on ~.the weak, to shelter the stranger and to regard all men as 
/ 

brothers? 

Where is God? Wm re indeed! Hen have torn Him tran their hearts. 'Ibey 

have banished Him :tran their habitations, from thetE cbancelJ,qries, their academies) 

and tran their marts ot trade. And now God has returned in the consuming v:ra th and 

fire ot retribution. He is chastising our age and purging it again. Perhaps this 

time the nations will learn not to contemn His law or deal lightly with Ilia divine 

camnandments. Perhaps in their canon :tellowahip ot suttering they will discover a 

common comradeship ot purpose to defend those common ethical and spiritual ends which 

are their canmon sa;f'ety and which tolerate no exceptions. Then God will assuredly 

forgive and pardon, and .He will return as dew to a parched llllll, as a healing and a 
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balm. "For God does not desire the death ot the sinner, but that he should return 

1 
.... ., 

and 1 ve,. .. 

Religion never assumed that God created a perf'ect world tor man to ,well 

in , i'b-. If that were so, creation vould be altogether meaningless. Creation vou1d 

have no history, and human life would be denied all struggle and therefore all 

achievement. Religious mythology did conceive of a paradise, but it placed it at the 
r---

tvo extremes of human existence - at the beginning and at the very end. In the 
Ii 

Qllrden or Eden, before man's fall, there was perfection; and at the "End of days ''(y 
in the golden millennium of messianic times, there will again be perfection. In --
between these points, which are on the distant horizons, there DJ( stretches the long, 

hard road ot man's slow evolution, the broken road which winds through a wilderness 
which 

of disappointments and heartbreaks, but A al.one l.eads man -a-long -ii- weary-march, to 

experience, knowledge, wisdom, freedom, and peace. 

~: ~ did not create 11111n or society perlect, but perlectible. Be gave 

.... men a lav by which to attain pertection, and a way of 11.f'e by which to achieve 

happiness. As an antidote to the sel:fclsh 1ncl1nationa which He bas placed in the 

hearts of' men, none altogether purposeless, God gave man the Lav. I:t man chooses 

to ignore that Lav, it is not God who fails man, but man wJ?.o fails himsel.:t' and God. 

It is not for God.JI.I to make man ' s world perfect, but tor man to perfect his own 

world according to tbe Lav revealed to him by God. God has left man largely tree to 

fashion his destiny and dowered him with the necessary measure o:f' will and freedom 

to carve out a bles•~•destiny tor himself. I.t man resolves to strive mightily and 

labor earnestly, he can achieve, so ve have learned from experience, high levels of 

intellectual and spiritual pertection and reach new peaks ot nobility and happiness. 

But man mu.st be willing to enter the struggle :tor perfection and to 

suffer and. to sacrifice tor righteousness . There is no other way to attain the 

Kingdan of' God, which is the )Cinsdom of' man' a own blessedness. This is the condition 

of' man•s advancing lite. This is the law ot human progress. Leaders of' men, es­

pecially, must be prepared to set the example ot sacrifice and fortitude. Jeremiah ■ 
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/ must be prepared to be stoned to death, Jesus to die upon the cross, and Soclates 

to drain the beaker of death. Such s··--~-ring is not puniilhment, but purification, 

not merely ot those who surfer. but or those -tor whan they sut-rer. It is in this 

sense that the rabbis declared: "Blessed are sufferings, for tlley atone like sacri­

ficial ofi'erings." 

Wise men learn :fran su:r:tering and are improved by it, like malleable 

iron which is hammered into greater strength by each :talling blow. :: Akiba was asked 
/"\ 

to explain his dictum, "Blessed are sufferings; , and he said: "Menasseh did that 
/ 

which was evil in the sight of God, although his royal and pious father, Hezekiah, 

bad taught him the whole Torah and all the mandates of the good 11:f'e. All the 

teaching ch he received did not influence hi -tor good, but sutf'ering did. As it 

is written: 'Menasseh was bound in chains and carried into exile D to Babylon and 

when he was in distress, he besought the Lord, and humbled himself greatly before 

God, and prayed unto God. ' " 

Many trials await our generation and much s~ering. We may not be at 

the end of this world war, but at its beginning. The areas ot conflict may widen. 
on 

The tides of death and destruction are sweepi~and may engulf' other nations before th 

finally recede. We will do well to regard this universal calamity as God's visitation 

fro the sins at our age. We will do well to think humbly of repentance and contrition. 

We will do well to be ot strong -faith and cling to the conviction of' the faithful men 

of all times that •while the Lord has chastened them sore He will not give them 
, . 

over unto death." We will be wise to gird ourselves morally for the 7 I great and 

long struggle ahead and be prepared to play a manly part in it tor it is better to 

die as :tree men zal for the I.aw of God/ than to live as slaves under the law of 
,-

tyrants. 
not 

_,, This hour callsAfor fear or doubt or despair, but for faith and valor 

and the buckling on of armor, both physical and Rpiritual. We are et in the Valley 

of Decision, and the hour is the hour of destiny. It is an eternal moment, when 

epochal decisions are being made which will a:tfect the lives or generations yet unborn. 
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The remaining free peoples of the earth must rally 4 as one to slay the ev1ia~-·h1ch 

threatens all mankind, the evil which they tolerated all too long and which they 

permitted to wax and grow mighty and menacing because they were blind, because they 

had grown thick and gross, had forgotten the covenant of God, and bad worshipped "new 

gods that came up of late, and sacrificed unto demons and no-gods." 

We Jews who fought all the savage and brutal gods of ancient days, in 

the name of a God of justice and love; we Jews who have su:rf'ered throughout the ages 

as we are suffering today, because we were called by Hia name, must again find our 

places in the vanguard of the free armies of mankind, and tight, with invincible courage 

the bloody priests ot the Baalim, all those who breathe bate and war, who would deny 

man his divine patrimony of treedan and dignity, who would divide the human• race 

into men andir mongrels, and who would wield the whips ot the taskmasters over an 

enslaved world. 

~cause our age 1'1119 cynical, so-called realistic and practical, but actually 
0 

afraid and cazmrplace, because it/\ had neither lm nor 1111 vision nor xxtEZ lN! 

aspiring faith, it -weat stumbling tran one disaster to another and finally ended 

up I on the edge at a wilderness. It is only through faith in God, a living nourishing 

faith) that we can win through. 

Democracy without a conquering faith in a living God or justice and freedan 

cannot Yin against the powerful forces which are arrayed against it. It must confront 

Baal with Yahveh. Democracy was borm in f'aith, grew strong 1n :taith, and must die 

when it loses that :taith. Democracy ttthout faith baa no spiritual rea&urces upon 

which to draw, no enkindling loyalty, no vision; and without vision a :tree poeple 

must perish. 

If our alith in God and in His moral law can be revived, a taith 1n and 
-H 

allegiance to a Power that is greater than the state, any or all torms at human 

c,rganization and authority, then we sball cane to know beycm.d the peradventure ot 

doubt that human despotism and cruelty and hate and the destruction ot the weak 

cannot triumph in the end, and we shaJ J :tind the courage wtbk :111 M to eobal J ttnge 

' evil, the means vherevi.th to destroy evil~ the strength to endure until the victory 
/ 11 won. 
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Frequently during the last few years, and more especially during the last 

few months, I have heard men say: "Where is God?" Men of faith everywhere are being 

accosted today by the same petua.lnt query with which the PsalIJiist of old was accosted: 

? ,,., /j \ ~ 1 fc. • "Vlhere is thy God?" I 
Logically, of course, one had the right to assume that now, least of all, men 

which mankin brought upon itself, by its own depravity, one had the right to assum~ 

that men would turn to God with increased faith a11e: f ;.•, and acknowledge the complete 
..... 

vindication of Him and of His moral law. But nen are seldom loeicRl when they are 
-rP 

hurt, baffled and unhappy. /hen they are prosoerous they do not vorcy much about 

/ God or His existence. They do not say, to quote Jeremiah, "Where is the Lord that 

brought us up out of the land of Egypt and -w..t. led us through wilderness ... that 

brought us into a land of fruitful fields." 

man's just mete and due. 

Pros erity and 

What they possess and 

well-being are~aken for 

\ enjoy, singly or collectively, granted, as 
--=r 
M"e tacitly 
I 

asswnecf to be the results of their own achievements and etl'ts:i.Pel.,r Eh1e :t.. 
I 

Ufett mm merit. "My power and th! m~ght_ ~f my ~and have gotten me this wealth." ... 

/ It is \Vhen they are hurt, bereaved or helpless that many people become rebellious, 

cavilling and demanding, "Where is God?'' Why does He allow this? Why does he not 

intervene? The power which they did not invoke_ gratefully in their prosperity they 

c~vil at fretfully in their adversity. 
~t 

The truth of the ~~ter - ~r-Qf aow.aio, lftet that God haa/>forsaken the world, 

but ~ the world has forsaken God.,,411s 1;h~ he ancient admonition has again come 

/, true: "And it shall be if thou shalt forget the Lord Thy God arrl walk after other 

g¢ds, and serve them, I forewarn ye this day that ye shall surefy- perish.~ .. Our -I 
world is perishing before our very eyes becausethe moral law of the livi_rlg_~od -bas 

been cord_emned by our generation.~ retributive justice overtaken an a~ 
... 

as swiftly~nd as surely as our age. Never has the law of divine compensation been 
' q 

so completel7 and dramatically vindicated • 
• 

' - ,.. 
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If our days are sho_t_ through. with agony and despair, if war stalks through 
the fair cities and lands of the earth, if death rains from the skies and if the 
four dread a,aunt Horsemen of the Apocalypse are again riding through the world - is 
it not due to the gross and unpardonable sins of our age, to the acts of b~t~ayal, 
perfidy and selfishness on the parts of governo nts, leaders, parties and masses? --------~ 

The last war was a bloodx atonement for wide am universal international 
crimes. At its conclusion, after more than four years of massacre and horror, nations 
resolved upon repentance. They pledged themselves to put an end to the era of 
political intrigue and rival nat~onal sovereignties and to establish a new order -
one that would be built upon righteousness and upon respect for the right of all 
nations an~ of all minorities. In their chastened mood, they set up institutions 
and agencies for the peaceful solution of all international conflicts and for collective 
punishnent of any aggressor. A new day had dawned for mankind. International aggression 
and war were to be things of the past, like slavery. Hopes ran li.gh. Bright trumpets 
sounded on new horizons. 

But it was not lo~g befor!:._th_e new_a~s which had been erected by a repentant J ~ world to 't~"new vision whielr had come to them, were defiled by the very hands which -------had erected them. As they moved away from the battlefields where t~ey had known ---- - - - ·--- -- --
agony, soul-searching and repentance, the nations returned to their old vomit, to 
the old international rivalries injustices and ~hameless schemes of conquest. The 
promising new world order was destroyed by the nations which had created it. They 
scuttled the League of Nations. They undermined collective securit. They refused l,N\ ,l - -
to protect~the ~aker nations against aggression, and minorities aga!nst oersecution . --

✓ The long sordid record of twenty years of moral evasion and hypocrisy ~ulmin~ting 
in the second world war need not be rehearsed here. It is all too well known. The 
st tesmen of the victorious nations of Europe failed to see/because they were 

Co~ spiritually blind that the same unpunished and unchecked lawlessness whichfbornW.-/ ~o c·ties and civilians in China or Ethiopia iould some-dayAbomb their own cities and 

-I 
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kill their own civilians. They did not see because they would not see that the same 

unchallenged and uncurbed barb~rism which looted the Jews of Germany, crushed and 

robbed them, and drove them forth as helpless refugees jould some-day loot and rob 

t heir ovm citizens and drive out mil~ions of thei r own people, Christians and so-called 

Aryans, as homeless refugees. The na tional ly redeemed Poles, in the stupidity of r ~ ,., t 11 •t~: .., I t heir national arrogance and intolerance, thought that only t,ne Jews rcnld be branded 
/\ 

as pariahs and forced to we: .... r the yellow badge of serfdom. Such a f te could nev~r 

overtake them. Frenchmen thought tha t only Czechoslovajg.a could be over-run and 
/ 

conquered. Englishmen never dreamed that their o?m children might some-day have to 

seek asylum in far distant lands, and the Vv sh"ps carrying th~ refug ,e children 
I').~ • ' ·' ·- , -~'.r\ 

would be sunk by the same Nazis whose fury and madness was scattering helple~s 

Jewish children over the face of the earth. Each thought only of himself. And so 

the God of n .tions, the God of universal law and justi.,:e,meted out to all of them a 

common cup of staggering and contusion • ft ont wh1dh they must all ~ .bdt~ 

Similarly with t1e nations which lost in the l ast war, They were not content 
I .t._ r • 

V J--V,-1 ./ ' t✓ ':V r-to seek merely redres s and restitution; nor di d t ~e . repent of their share in the 
~lo 

r, 

crimes which hurled them ,1.41to _the _last disastrous war. When circumstances came to 
·.r,'l;I._ - ft_.,,,.._\ ~ ~ ; \.v"" 1 Ct~ · 

favor them, their old andt thwarted lu t for conaues t and domin9. tion reasserted itself. - /\ 

Like the dervishes of old, like hysterical shamans, they whipped themselves into an 

orgy of emotional patriotic abandon and stripped themselves of all the decencies of 

civilized life. They danced the wild, unres trained dance of folk-pride
1 

and- madnee-e, 

~ chauveni sm and racism. Blindly they ca,p,~!!S':tct-~Mli8Ji.i~.a..tvila..,_~Mitili6-:~~ ,_iaM,ilWl,,;;WJ~-

their wounded and slain 1n the-tene -of thou:,e:nds, if they have come to know want
1
1!tftd-

scarcity and the biting chill of the chains of serfdom which have been riveted upon -~ ov "" •~ c. them, if they have come to experience mMAQPOttS physical and spiritual depriv tions 

- - s .. 
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for which the trumped-up glories of tentative victories won upon the battlefield 
-1 

(/. l 

are no adequate compensation, is it because t~ere is no God in the world, or bee use 

these peoples M¥e set up or permitted to be set up in their midst false gods, whose 

altars clamor for human sacrifice, and whose shrines like that of the ancient Diana 

of Nemi, call for High Priests who are run-o.-way slaves,--1! murder their predecessors 
~t" le. ,,. iJ,-f\ 

in office and ~jp tv::-n murdered/thy their successors. 

, . r-1 ,;.-i- ~ trf-f (' ~ f)-- (' ~~ - .,..!h~t -. "They chose new gods; then 

was there war in the gates." Vfuen men forsake the God of truth and peace and worship .. 
the gods of lies and war, shall they not suffer in conseauenctrrl shall God be held 

unjust or indeed non-existent because He avenges His moral law? 

~ > 

There is a relentless exclusiveness to the loyalty which is demanded by God. 

It does not tolerate any competing loyalties. 

time worship also Mammon and Mars and 111oloch an 

One can not worship God and at the same 

Pan ~tribal a9t c,kt••¥deit~, 
. ' 
whose essence is but the magnified frailties of m~al man. ,Ji>-- ~ r ,.,. . r' ,n ftt. 7.. 

"Thou shalt have no other God beside ,1e ." One must be either for God or for Baal. 

And our own age has been for Baal - for many cruel and deformed Baalim. And now the 

earth resounds with the death-cries of a perishing generatlon because these false 

gods have brcught their worshi~ers to the very brink of self-annihilation. 

Shall we now blame God ~'ho, through the mouths of seers, prophets and sages, 

has warned men, betime and often, to abhor ard to turn away from these false gods, 

not the. si.J..v 

tBa■ , b t to worship only Him, the God of ju tice, love and oeace - the Father of 

all who loves all men, strong and weak alike, as His children, and 'iho commanded 

men and nations to take pity on the weak/ 

\ all men as brothers? 

to shelter the stranger, and to regard 

-
Where is God? ' Men 

- r 
hav~ torn Ajtm from their henl"-ts. They have Qanished ijim 

~ 

from their habitations, from their chancellrles and academies and their marts of 

trade. And now God has returned to them in the consuming wrath and fire of retribution. 

-
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He is chastising our age and purging it again. Perhaps this time the nations will 

learn not to contemn His law ~o deal lightly with His divine commandments. 

Perhaps in their cor.unon fellowship of suffering they will discover a common comrade­

ship in arms }. defenf.e °' those common ethi~al and ,..:p~ritual ends which tolerate , 
no exceptions. Then Cod ~:ill assuredly forgive and pardon, and He will return as 

dew to a parched land, as a healing and a balm. For God does not desire the deathcf -
the sinner, but that he should return and live .. •. 

Religion.,_119! I l&!ds, never assumed, for a moment, that God created a perfect 

world for man and a perfect man to dwell in it. If that were so, creation would 

be altogether moaningless. It would have no history, and human life would be denied 

all struggle and therefore all achievement. Heligious mythology did conceive of a 

paradise, but it placed it at the two extremes of human existence - at the very 
' ,, 

beginning and at the very end. In the Garden of Eden, before man's fall, there was 

perfection; and at the "End of Days", in the golden millennium of messianic times, 
~~~ .~ 

there will again be perfection. But in between these points, on the distant horizons 

of beginning and end, there stretches the long, hard road of man's slow evolution, 

the broken road which winds through a wilderness of disappointments and heart-breaks, 

and 
.. ; : - • ', ' ~ A.O,\,\ il. ·~ / ¾ 

which eads IllOll :,s~ weary o-~a T'" experience 11t>- knowledge 1a.:1 wisdom , 
~"'-i M-q,;<.),iJ., • 

freedom and peace. 

God did not create man or society perfect, but 9erfec·tible. He gave them a 

law by which to attain perfection, and a way of life by which to achieve maximum -
to the selfish inclinations which God has placed in the 

hearts of men, He t '1em the La.w. If man choses to 

" ~ 
God who fails man, but man who fails himself and God. 

ignore t tn t Law, it is not 

It is ~d >IAe ie to make 

man's world perfect, but~ for man perfect 

his own world according to the Law revealed to him by God. God has left man largely 
t\ tk ow • 

free to fashion his own destiny and dowered him with the necessary measure of will-, -

tJ .. 
;( J, 

~ ()..A.,,v,J.... I _.-

power and freedom to ttrnhi~na blessed destiny for himself. M'" wan t&ol ooa bu st1lve 

A 
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mightily-and-1-abor eathestiy, he ean achiev~hign-levels,- of--tnt.eilect:ml and 

spi • 

But man must be willing to enter the strutgle for • perfection, to suffer ---------
and• sacrifice for righteousness,~ for the Kingdom of God, which is the Kingdom 

of "is ovm blessedness. The e is no other way to at ain them. , This is the condition 

of man's advancing life. This is the Law of human progress . Leaders of men, especially, 

must be prepared to set the example of sacrifice and of suffering with fortitude for 

those ideals which alone can make life livable for men or nations. Jeremiah must 

be prepared to be stoned to death, Jesus to die upon the cross, and 'ocrates to drain 

the beaker of death. --- -Such suffering is not punishment but purification, not merely 

of those who suffer but of those for whom they suffer. It is in this sense that 
" / ; 7 /..()' fr? J '- n , I 

i the Rabbis declared: Blessed are suffering, for they atone like sacrificial offPrings. 

Wise men learn from suffering and are improved by it, like malleable iron 

which i.s hammered into greater strength by each falling blow. When the great teacher 
..---.... 
Aki ba was asked to explain his dictUC1, "Blessed are the suffering", he said: "Henasseh 

---, 

did that which was evil in the sight of God, although his royal and pious fathPr, 

Hezekiah, had taught him the whole Torah and all the mandates of the good life. But 

all the teaching which he received did not influence him for good, but suffering did. 
,, 

,/4s it is written: "Manasseh was bound in chains and carried into exile to Babylon 

and when he was in distress, he besought th .. Lord, and humbled himself greatly before 

God1and prayed unto God." 

M3 ft tsxd.n- Many trials await our generation and much suffering. We ~ not ~ 

at the end of this world war, but at its beginning. The areas of conflict~ widen. 

The tides of death and destruction are sweeping on and~ engulf many ~o~e nations 

before they finally recede. ~e, of this generation, will do well to regard this 
L 

universal calamity as G9d's visita tion for the sins of our age. 
or 

?e will do well to -V 

think humbly of repentance and contrition. Also we will do well to be/strong faith 

and cling to the conviction of th, faithful men of all times, that "while the Lord 

-I .. -
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has chastened them sore He will not give them over unto deat.l-i. We will be wise to 
\,/ 

gird ourselves morally for the great and long struggle ahead and be prep3red to ~lay 

a manly part in it; for it is better to die as free men for the Law of God than to . --
live as slaves under the law of tyrants. 

This hour, my friends, calls not for fear or doubt or despair, but for faith 

and valor and the buckling on of armor, both physical and spiritual. (fie are met in 

the Valley of Decision, and the hour is the hour of destiny. It is an eternal moment, 

when epochal decisions are being made which wil l affect the lives of generations of 

men yet unborn. The remaining free peoples of the earth must rally as one to slay 

the evil which threatens all mankind, the evil which they tolerated all too long and 

' which they permitted to wax and grow mighty and menacing becausethey were blind, 

becaus~ they had grown thick and gross, had forgotten the covenant of God, and had 

/ worshiped "new gods that came up of late 7 and sacrificed unto demons and no-Gods." --
\ie Jews who fought Iii'oloch and iJammon and all savage and brutal gods in ancient 

days, in the name of a God of Justice and Love, nd throughout the· ges, have suffered, 
' # I \/' .. -•. . ~ 

as we are suffering today, . we \" ere called b~r His name, must again find our places 
I 

in the vanguard of the free armies of mankind, and fight, with invincible c~~ 
~atR._~eu.,..,t~ 

all the bloody priests of Baalim today, all those who7would deny man- his divine 

" patrimony of freedom and dignity ,i. wh~.,,,.,l'ffli-1'++-i..-..~·~ • ca ;i.A.ta. men and 

mongrels, and who would wield the whips of the taskmasters over an enslaved world. 
~ ·-J {?..;, .. 

._. .i_t is only through faith in God, a living
1 
~J..-, m,1P1.ii.ng /faith tha t we 

I 
can win through. Because our age ..,...cynical, so-called realistic and practic~_l, 

V .-".,>, ·); ? 

but actually afraid and common-place, because it ha[·no lift, nor vision, nor aspiring 

faith, 1,hut- it -.at. stumbling from one disaster to another and finally en& up on 

the edge of a wilderness. 

Democracy without a conouerlng faith !n a living God of Justice ai:id heedom _ ll 
., · -~~t \Mv.rt- ~[!;~~,,t:; 'j~v.lU-1 '--

cannot win against the powerful forces which are today arrayed against it.;n~ocracy 
;).;; I ,. W . J.f'; I, l , • q '\_(> \ 1")• # • \ t_.,._ (l I I I • -' 

was born in faith arid must die when it loses that faith. It lat, no spiritual 
I I. 

-I 
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resou ces upon which 

1f>If our faith in God and in His revived 'A then we 

erudventure of doubt that despotirm .nd cruelty and h,1 tc .. ._~~~L~~~~~~a::; 

e cha l l hen find the courage , , 
, and the strength to endure until the vie ory is 

won . 
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A HAPPY N Y~ 1 

Dr. Ab Hillel ilver - The T ple 

Surel y t no time in th& pa~t did our eopl e face a ne er ·th gre tr 

misgivin s ,md ·ith a more fervent rnyer in th i r harts fr 

than t ay. 

ap y ear 

The f te of t he .orld hangs in the lance ~~,. ·,i th it, the te of 
V.VW' 

Isr el. All that ankind trea ures uct aitJ1pon the arbit nt of ar . o one can ,, • • 

foretell -hat the dec·sion 11 be. The last g eat citadel of freedom and 

civilizat on is be·n h ered fierce crushin blo • Isr el s fer ng 

rievously in alll.ands ~hich ave been over-run b the co scienc le ,-nd 

brutal r rians. 

But this· t e er 57011 

eh ve a lon hi to to dra u on, d ide vi tas ro hich to in • 

s ective pon our f ure d -o hich to c nfidence n • t • nc and 

r olution. e, t erefore, f ce the critic l ays head not f nd 

mi i Ying , no i thout • rk om nts ony des. ir - for re·t i the 

wrath and terror d t he enac, - but fund nent ly un ha n. J rec ing 

on, y oft e magnific ntl . itne 

c a sion and hel p on t rt of J 

th re. r ble outpourin f lo~ lty, 

1rough ut the orld for t hos of 

t heir fello -Jee ho find them elves in th iron cruc ble of fiiction. 

ill t hi evid nee of inner oundness , of an unbro e olid ri y . ghtful 

Jes lcno their i ory. The kno. their re. ource. e have a ure 

of t ir enemie • They \Ul er t nd t h rld ignificance of their reat 

tribulation. The o, too, th t the hope i a c in 1 d of t ir 

anc·ent f 1th hich they u t not a don. 

AH ppy New Y• rl 
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