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In our tradition Rosh Hashanah is variously designated as the Day of Alarum -­

Yom Terru.ah; the Day of Remembrance -- Yom Zikaron; and the Day of Creation -- Yom 
7 

Harat Olam. The central ceremony of Rosh Hashanah is the blowing of the ramts horn, 

intended to stir and arouse people on the eve of the new year, even as an army 

is stirred by trumpet blasts on the eve of battle. Its purpose is to marshall 

us for the moral and spiritual battles of life. Ever so often we need a peremptory 

challenging and marshalling -- for ·we are all given to spiritual drifting and 

laziness. We would rather evade the sharp conflicts with our strong passions and desires 

which the moral life demands. e would readily compromise with the evil of the world 

in order to be left in peace and in the possession of the things e like to hold on 
we 

to. Stern duty is so exacting,and/'do not always feel equal to it. It is not easy 

to be just always, and truthful, generous,and forgiving. It is so very easy to 

slide into the less arduous ways of expediency, o ortunism, temporizing and evasion. LJ 

~ can grow morally slack so pleasantly-~oral slackness is as dangerous to 
I 

man's inner life as lax discipline is to an army which faces a dangerous foe in 

battle. Our new year is intended to startle us out of our moral lethargy -- to "pull 

us up" as it were, to 
us CA, a-H 

bringTto"alert. The 

heart-searching and self-oxamination. 

voice of the Shofar", God is calling us to 
.._.,Q L-

aa• ie ••• ~ssel•ut aa!,txe•iii.••s 

blasts of the Shofar are summons to 

) n 1 ~ : - •God is in the 

to confession, contrition, 

First comes the alarm, the -- and ten the -- the 
~ov~ ~-u, ~4 -rfa-i tJi?-J rc, r ~ 

remembrance. k...:i.a ii.:1u1_.eft'b llpr~r. We •~«i-ecall all~ acts of 

omission and commission so as to preparepfor better planning and better execution in 

the days ahead. Unless we analyze from time to time our past life, take stock, as 
~ .... 

it were, of ourselves, appraise our conduct, t.he.:.aa~• eE our achievements and the 

trend of our ambitions, we~ never '8 able to redirect or re-organize our lives. ~tf,,.4' 

e ustj try to remember the things we would rather forget, the things which we would 
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rather hide from ourselves and from others. 

We pray to God on this New Years day to remember. "Remember us unto life." 

•Remember Thy mercies, 0 Lord." "Remember thenmerit of our Fathers." "Remember, 
Lv ..11 ~ J1.;, .,,A. ~ __,-\ J ~ 17 J _:, j; -, ..::, IJ ~ ~,, 

that we are dust." "So, oes G , wish us to remember many things our 
hard- -

back-sliding, our/hear{;dness, our ingratitude, our sensuality, our bitter pride, our 
H~ ~~~ 

sharp dealings, our lack of charity. Ka••· een deserters from the moral battle-
t!6W ~ &M _. ._...n-1 ~ 

fields of life? j(ive e been slackers? ave w been content to let others bear the 

burdens of com.uuni ty llf e, while we crammed our maw full with ~'-8 gain and 

indulged our pampered bodies with all the soft and silky things of life? How many 

needy have we remembered? How many friends have we forgotten? 

L First comes the alarm -
....... ot2I 7J 7• c-,1.R..a.,-f, ~ ,-tt... ~ 

and lastly, ~ginning -

---- )J.A - then remembrance 

This 

,, 
is the day of 

new beginnings. is is the day for r newal, for iri:ell e~ seJ.f. If one is 
Su/jfg!,a-7l;,-- ~~~~,4~~~~~~!..... 
~aroused, and if one he may be reborn into a new life. It 

is not true that we have but one ~e .to live. The ~oet says that cowards die many 
4 ~. "-' -qr-..,r ~ u. 

times before their deaths. Brave men live many lives before their death -,!ach - r 

better and braver than the preceding one. Spiritual progress is the process of 

/l-t~ ; 1/t ti * 
burying our earli rand lowlier lives and Nill8 •~Pee~•& in~o higher forms of 

C>6'A- Sl ~ ~I ,'tit 
life. -.~ e is in reality uccession of lives. The most onderful miracle in 

the world is not the resurrection of a dead body, but the regeneration of a living 

soul, the discarding of one life and the assumption of another ... 9;t a hpmap he:Sna, 

We call it conver sion. It is the most blessed and inspiring spiritual phenomenon . ' 
in the world. 

LM 
A new life fM" a man means a new heart and a new spirit. When 

you think differently and act differently, you are in every real sense a different 

man, or you are the same man living a different life - which is the same thing. 

Physiologically, we are told, a man renews himself every seven years. Spiritually, 

he can renew himself' as often as he wants. This is the divine in man. It is that 
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which makes him a co-creator with God. It is that to which the prophet Ezekiel appealed: 

"Cast away from you all the transgres.sion which you have committed and get -you a new 

heart and a new spirit." Man has the privilege of getting himself a new heart and 

a new spirit, that is to say, a new life. "God renews every day the work of Creation 

reads our prayer. Every day is Creation day in God's Universe. "God builds worlds 

and destroys them11 say our Rabbis. Change is the one unchanging fact in life. 

Nothing is final, completed, permanent. 

the Creation of the Universe, challenges 

And so our Rosh Hashanah -- the day commemorating 
~~ ~ -

us to-~ our -!'ittle universe .afxaeh, to 
/' 

begin anew - not to rest content with what we are or have been, not to be disheartened 

by past failures or dismayed by past disasters, but with renewed hope and vigor proceed 
~ ~ . ~ ~ d {k.. 

to build a new life upon the ruins of the old, new altars~amg" the fallen ones 

of the old. 

to hearken today to the voice 

of alarm, the voice of remembrance and the voice of new beginnings. e are at war, 
we 

but .. areTsufficiently alarmed about it? e are so confident of victory that ~ , f 
fail to make the maximum efforts which are required for victory. Much is being done, 

but not enough - not enough of co-ordination, of efficiency, of speed, of volume; 

and too much of bureaucracy, of self-seeking by groups, classes and indi viduals, by 
lM ~ ~,.., ..... _.,, 
ieaiYiallllllin, laborer and farmer alike. There are many who fondly believe that 

we ~
7

~---- tea successful war, and at the same time make more money and live ~ 

• This is a fatal delusion. War drains the resources of a people. 

It does not replenish them. To win this war we shall have to be content to grow 

poorer, to go without many of the things to which we have been accustomed, to suff~r 
~w,•~ f6 µ..c,_14 ~ , fb_ 

severe privations. Failing to do that, e m.ay---rl"nd ourselves stalled midway in the ~, 

~unable to go ahead. While we:'~ not lose this war, we may not win it1.e.1fi-. , 

!:1¥ ~~ ...0 A tragic stalemate ensue, which will leave our world sic and unsettled .a& ~o..vt 

it was before the war, with the Nazi:, and Fascists still in the saddle, .._,._:mg IIM. , 



ff.;,, ~-tt. ~ 1uJ ~t bl! 
~~ ~ vt-U-~~R~ ~1;,_, 

~~ ;,.,~ •• ~ ~ (/kA ~t~~~ 

-4- ~~~i::a,..-Cl~~':r..,_~~~-\oO~Vvtf.i. ~~~ )" 9,-,t;~ - it, d~ ~ 
~ . 

menacing and confounding the world as hitherto/with nothings ttled 

whole tragic situation unresolved. ~~shall trwnpe-=t-i,e sourrled in the city, ard 

shall. the people not be alarmed?" 2Jt "Blessed is 
. ~~a-,{ f,.. ~ ~ u-c,--f- ~'1. Auo~ ~ -

the people ich un-:lerstandeth the Jllj\aning ~ the alarm."~.- ~-u .-- '7(ae: ~..._!.~ , .P 
...-k. d .,,,;• ,...sd':j..., ..... ~ a.94 -lo 4 e,,•flw, 'f~ "-r-· ~ '" l~J-1,-

c,yw-. vc.,.world needi,. to hearken also to the vo • C! 9....f remembranc e must neve ►,1,: 
' _fo~.f~-fi; ic. ~~l '/' 

forget the mistakes of the last war and of the last peace. Jlf ~ould have built' a 

"'"""~►-' ~ ict.~ ... better world after ~11e last war, had we not lost the vision and leeked tbe 11c,1id~ ~ 
~r's.,~ 

aeav½otton. The victorious nations abandoned th9truc~of a peaceful organization 
.s .... ~. 

of the I orld at the very outse~ or betrayed it alt.er a whill,. ~¥ 11etw: nad te 

..their ygwlt• By their disunion, selfishness and rivalry they destroyed the moral 

foundations of a peaceful world. They sent the world back to its cynic ism and 

P-f .. VR.._ ~ ~ ~/.-tA ~ 
black-guardism. They~ a whole c:e of dictators •• !•• 'Ill and/\to IJl6W ~ 

strong until their shadows darkened th~th. It is well that we should remember 
f r 

Pearl Harbor. But we should also remember Manchukuo and how we abandoned China 

and how we sent bursting cargoes of scrap iron and ship-loads of oil and gasoline 

to help Japan kill Chinese and bomb their defenseless cities. e should remember 

Spa...n and how we helped~trangle the Spanish repuhlic by our embargo and our/ . 

fraudulent policy of non-intervention. e should remember Ethiopia and how the democratic 

nations finally consented to her bloody subjugation. e should remember unich and 

the brutal dismemberment..,. loe\:a;rl of Czechoslovakia to which •*ented. 
l,,,J~• J 

should remember the unheeded cries of the terriblylpersecuted minorities of 
r 

• 

Europe, especially the barbarously assailed and outraged Jewish minority, and how 

we made sure their dopm by announcing that their treatment was an internal political 
"4iL ,UA~\'{ ~~ ~ / 

aflair ~~t of our concern. e should remember all th" s ogans and catch-words 

of isolationism, and neutrality by which we and other nations sought to evade our 

share of the moral responsibility for aaintaining order, decency and justice in the 

world. It is true that our national sins were not so much sins of commission as 

of omission. e did not invade China or Ethiopia, and did not attack Czechoslovakia 
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or Spain. 

our neighbors 

"'---DJflQY thing,~. What kind of a world did we build for our children after the last war? 

A world of wild inflation, bloated prosperity, disastrous e••••,a•r panic, prolonged 
PJ,..k w4-< 

depression,?'ppalling wiemployment.aml;{lllons of our young people,,denied the 

opportunity to work, w Nd!!l a llvellhood and 7o~igned to enforced and demoralizing 
I~ vJt 

idleness. Is this the kind of a world which we again build for the youth of 

the world after this war? 

memory is a rare proph)p1-~s. sto 

life. A knowledge o~~st will 
f' I'~ ~ 

help us to plan for ~ture. 

isti:a vi ta8i History is the teacher of 

teach us to understand the present and will 

If the free nations will be aroused -- and if they will have the courage to 

race their own past 4-'a11. in humility and contrition all that has gone be£ore, 

then it may be that they will be reborn into a new life. Then the agonies of this 

war may be the birthpangs of a new creation, a && ; I nobler, I juster~ore tolerant 

world. V~e should not listen to the s I g cynic, the sceptic and the scoffer. They 

are the dregs and the lees in the cup of life. There is nothing that man has made 

crooked that he cannot make straight. Behind ev ;., ry system is man. It is possible to -
banish war Jl!d eradicate poverty. It is possible, even though difficult, to reconcile 
~ ~ - ,t,,~ ~ t~~,- ~ ~ 
nattonalism with internationalism, the trend towards collectivism, •a• aeee&&&l')f 

~ustrial technology and mass production, with the rights and liberties of the ,, 
individual. It is possible to give men economic security without robbing them of -

~ ~ Cl£~ ltJY ~~ ~ ~f 

t eir p8lltical freedom. What the world needs is inspired new leadership, and the d--~ 

welling up from within of _.,, faith and new courage. Die titoriJ1re no~ ne~eaders . J :J 
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ero and Caligula. l'it any .eew. They are replicas of %:e l!!l!'-tJ..~.~~as 

They prate of a new world order which they~to~establish. 
~J..,~ 

reaching only after new boundaries and new iapoJial eeBqaseu 

Actually they are 

which can only be 

cemented in blood and at the cost of the rights and freedoms of other peoples. 

To the youth of the world they have nothing]to offer 1but chains anr e •tr -
2.resj dent cstd"""'!!tMni'ie~o~t~ftt._,._..m~4~- death. Their ideas reek of the dungeon and the 

charnal house. They have no faith in man or in humanity, nor in the power of men 
iA., .. rt.a i ~ it, 

to transcend themselves, and through their own ~aiM:en and experience achieve 
Ii{~~ ~ Jt)~·cr,,, /\ 

higher and nobler forms of &ee aue!al Organizatiea. They are boastful rulers 
I 

,.. with the~:.::.1~tt ,:r;:~,rd ~,Lit ~ ~; iJ, 
~~ocracy l"'o-.,faith in man and mankind, in an advancing ~ociety, in a 

cooperative commonwealth of all free and equal peoples, in a future when each man 

shall dwell under his vine and under his fig tree with none to make him afraid -

and~racy can achieve ~good and gracious life for mankind. ,, ,,,.-

y dear friends, we are met on this Ne Years Day -- a day of alarm, of remembrance 

and rebirtllp in this House of God and our hearts are filled with deep and devout 

prayer. Tb.is New Year differs for many of yo ew Year 

"'-7 
previously experienced. any of your sons 

rhich you have 

They are far 

away, on distant continents and in foreign lands. 
~~ 

country,in its hour of ~ 1' 
~g•• has called them, am they have bravely respo We pray here today for their 

safety and well-being. e know that they will fait y perform thei5
111

a.::;8A_,~i:-"'{h/),, 
will bring honor to themselves, to you and to P.191~ d country.~-;.ay for 

victory, 1A el:i. hwn1 li.,- remembering that we are not blameless for what 

has come upon us,but imploring forgiveness, prepared tonement and believing in 
~ 

redemption, we are resolved to start afresh, and}\make a new beginning. ~• 

are resolved that the kind of ~orld which we shall build 

of the sacrifice')of our ~hildTen and the youth of all thew ith this 

conviction deep in our hearts we may face the trials and uncert inties of tomorrow 

unflinchingly, reassured as was tlie prophet of ancient Judea who tood upon the 
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ramparts~and to his troubled query: "atchman, what of the night?" received 

the con£ident reply: 

though it still is dark." 

• 1- :;)..A f "The new day is breaking even 
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noo .•• 

For us Jes th1 a e of urge and t under, of ufferin d ens.ca hould , 

be a com~ell.1n and undeniable ch llen e, not a disillu ionment or a de ir. 

AB HILLEL ILVER 
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