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The Jewish people is in danger of coming out of this war the most ravaged 

of _ieoples and the last healed and restored. 

The stark tr~gedy of our ravage has been abunoantly told. It is tragic, 

ghastly, unredeemed. To rehearse it again is only to flagellate one's self and 

, I I 

to gash our souls again arrl again. But what of the healing? What is beyond the 

rim of blood and tea.rs? he.nP .. l:y, to some or us, notldn.g. We are being comforted 

at the moment with the hope that the ~tlantic Charter and the Four Freedoms and 

victory will bring the healing of our people. 

I am afraid that we are again sacrificing cool, albeit, bitter reasoning and 

logic, to hopeful beguiling romancing in the void. iie are again turning away 

from history to dreams and to ApocQJ.yses which some of us amazingly enough choose 

to call realism and statesmanship. 

The last World War made the world safe for democracy and granted the Jews 

of Central and Eastern Europe not only the rights of citizenship, but even minority 

r ights. But it brought also in its wake the most thorough-going, brutal and 

annihilationist anti-Semitism that our people bas ever experienced. 

~a21Q ~e fargatt-en-tf1e s tol"y 2 Dare vie foxge:t it'i And now a gain, in the 

· second World ~ar, many Jews are hoping to achieve through another Allied victory 

what an Allied Victory failed to give them after the last war, what a whole century 

of enlightenment, liberalism and progress failed to give them,.-peace and security. 

t he principal source of our millenial tragedy remains as stark and as menacing 

today as it ever was. Yet some Je~s are again trying to circumvent it with 

wi shful thinking. 

There is a tragic fact which seems to escape so many students of anti-Semitism. 

The story _of Jewish emancipation i .· Europe from the day after the French Revolution 

to the day before the Nazi Revolution is the story of political positions captured 

-

I 
I 



-2-

in the face of stubborn and sullen op~osition which left our emancipated minority 

in each country encamped within an unbeaten and unreconciled opposition. At the 

slightest provocation, and as soon as thin6s got out of order, the opposition 

returned to the attack and inflicted grievous wounds. 

And in our day, stirred by the political and economic struggles which have 

torn nations apart, this never-failing, never-reconciled opposition swept over the 

. Jevlish political and economic positions inEurope and completely demolished them. ,, 

There is a stout block cord which connects the era of Fichte in Germany with 

its of "Jude Verrecke." so for the rest of Europe 

e Damascus Affair of 1840 ~inks up with the widespre\ d reQction after the 

Revoluti n of 1848; the Mortara Af air of Ita the Christian Socialist fu ovement 

in the Bismarck; the Tisza-~zlar Affair in ii revival of blood 

in Bohemia; the pogroms i the 80 1 in Russia; La t and 

the Affair in France; the pogroms of 1903; the Ukranian baths after 
,. 

the last war nd the human slaughter ho es of Poland in this war 
!A ;- /' • ... - -- . ~- .... 

£ This, my friends, is our persist~ ~~ £l \MA """""'"--v- -. 
~ ~ f--

••hu.t we are confronted \, i.th today is t :tlt frightful aggravation of a situation 

" 
which has continuously darkened t 4e pages of our history since thebeginning of 

our dispersionl -f:t~ ~ -
r:ow, what is the solution of this persistent emergency in Jewish life? 

There is but one solution for national homelessness, which is the source, I 

repeat, of our millenial tragedy. There is but one solution for national homelessness. 

That is a n tiona.t home;-not nev.- immi5ration 0_1portunities to _other countries for 

fleeing refugees, nor new colonization schemes in other pi.rts of the world, many 

of which ~ere so hopefully attempted in the last few decades, down to our very 

own day, and with such little · success. 

The only solution is to normalize the political status of the Jewish people 

giving it a national basis in its no.~ional and historic ho11e . ~ 
\. 1\4 - , 
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'rhe world/' inally came toac}mo.vledge the validity of this solution. In 1917 

Great Britain issued the B:..i. lfour Decluration. This Declaration was not intended 

to be an i!Il!Iligrant aid scheme, an effort to open up a new avenue for Je~ish immi
0
ration. 

Shorfly before its is, ce, and for JOan /ars prior 

num£ers, were finding o immigp:ti n in 
~ 

e. pecially in the West 

very l~rge 

of the ,_.k, 
I 

The Balfour Declaration was a political
1
national act.designed to rebuild 

the national life of the Jewish people in its homeland. 

~QW; i~,._inter;,rp+otiotl or .i-8 ~G.t t ·1e interpre't)ation ~ tae 6iorti~ts 

l"'J::71 Ila~ et a.H~c:as the universally-accepted interpretation -iii tho "~~-~ 
of the world/~ those t1ho vrere responsible! ") the first plac7 j/-or t!le issuance 

of this Declaration. i:ftcy WWe t,11in<i110 111 ..;:.."1 .. -.o~ a. e.wish-Gom:non ~ :.b.,,......,.::1-i:::► 

~ 

c.r t:1e11 c-Ued it, -"'~ Jewish .state."~~.., ts 'be 

.±.;le na.tttFal autgro.rta and e o olutien of tae katio:aa.1. JQ;;iah Homeland-. 
. 

i,:r. Lloyd George was Prime ;,linister at the time the Declaration was issued. 

He spoke of a Jewish Commonwealth. President •ilson in 1919 stated: 

"I am persuaded that the Allied .rations, with the fullest concur.:-ence of our 

government and people, are agreed t~at in Palestin shall be laid the foundations 

of a Jewish Commom1eal th. 

Gene'al Smuts, who had b3en a the Imperial ',ar Cabinet hhen the 

Declarati was published, eclared in 1919 th.?.t he envisa stream 

of J eTTish immi-rra tion int 

state ris ng there once 

and i gener~tions t come Jewish 

The great ~inston Churchill, when he was Secretary of t>tate in 1920, declared -

and these are beautiful words --

"If, as may well happen, there should be created in our lifetime by the 
l 

banks of the Jordan~ Jewish State under the protection of the British Crown, 

~ich mieht comprise three million or four million Jews, an ijvent will have occurred 

in the history of the world which would from every point of view be beneficial and 
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11ould be especially in harmony "i...th the truest(' interests 
~ ¼ ~ VJ- ~.At.½:,,- ,.J ,, ,I '"" 0. ~ 
This what the Jewish people are asking for today. 

of the British Empire." 

Vie are =~A tbs 

faithful fulfillment of obligations internationally assumed towards our people and 

the honoring of covenants made wlth us. We ask for nothing new. 

The 

reconstitution of the Jewish as a natr n in its homeland is not a playful 

etl-e ~ -tt83:-t.ait1.g calettla~ed to satisfy 

. some national vanity of our It is t·:ie er) of despair of a people driven to the 
~ ' '·• •- r. .. ) .r.,~~n 
- (_ ~ v __ :.7 .. ~ ~ • .J.:::_~~ 

wall, /fighting for its very life. It is t h4 pre~:rning urgency of instant a nd 
) 

current suffering and of th besetting dange~s and disabilities.today and, I am 

afre.id ,~row. \ • ; ' 

Fro us-rY-lden Ghett OS of r'·, arsaw . From death block , 
of Nazi-oc upied lands whe. myiads of our p e ple are awaiting by t he slo7l 

or the qui k method, from · hundred concent r ' ion camps which be map of 

Europe, fr l t he pitiful r .1.ks of our wande r ng ho,sts ntire face of 

t h e earth, omes the cry: "Enough; there m st be a final end , all this, a s ure 

and certain end." 

How 1 ng is the cruc fixion of Israe to last? 

stretched u~on tae rack fr other peoples sins. 

again we havebeen 
been 

have/made 

t he whippin, boy for blun· ering governmen , t he scapegoat for defeat in war, 

for depression, for conflict among classes. 

. How 1 
• , "4,.,/ 

is it to l st, Are roe forever to live fa homeless _people on the 
f ( 

world's crumbs of sympathy, forever in need of defenders, forever doomed to 

t houghts of refugees relief? Should not,. r± uolf yon fell ow-Ie-·;s,. ought not, 
I 

I 

the incalculable and uns suffering of our people and the oceans of 
J • 

sacrifices of our brave s:\~ier sons who to:l.aJ fighting on ell the battle fronts 

of t he world - sho~ld not \~l this ?e comp nsated for finally and at long last 

- -l 
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re-establishment of a free Jewish commonvredlth...,_.,.. 
., 

Is not this historic, justice and is 

f. t_ 

reaching out so 

desperately ~:i,.-.,~~~~;...1;;~-::J::Y Should we not 
~~~ 

be incJ_uded in t~ w rld orde~ justi e? ~re ,;e Et eserviAg of it? ~ ~ ._ --:_r ",/ 
~',fa•e.-,1.l~ 018--- v~ wRl ~-+b ~~- tit= 
\' e can not truly relcue the Jev;s of Europe unle s we have free immi0 rati~ ~~ cJl. 

{k~•~ 
into Palestine. •~e can not have free immi5ration into Palestine unle=>s our \'..,, t.,,.f -

j" ..-,, 

political rights are recognized there. Our political rights cannot be recognized 

there unless our historic connection with th!Jcountcy: is acknowledged and our 

right to rebuild our national home is reaffirmed. These are inseparable links in 

the chain. The whole chain breaks if one of the links is missing. D begui 

yo Do not 1 t anyone beguile ou with the t ought th~t the in 

the be 

ous - that the 
I 

commonwea.ltn. into 

not naive, they are 

If we surrender our 

evrish common th and to Jew immigr.s.tion. 
,.. S' 2-- Cv 1/, ~ 

rely solely ... 

on the refugee philanthropic appeal, we shall lose our case as well as do violence 

to the historic hopes of our people. On the basis of' sheer philanthropy, of 

satisfying pressing immigro.tion needs, Palestine has alreacy- done its full share 

£or Jewish refugees. It has taken in more t.~an one-half of the total Jewish 

refugees of the world, and the ?alestine Arabs and their sympathizers in 

England and here have been quick to point out that alestine has already done all 

that can be expected from small country and far more than most of the l ~rger countries 

have done. It j,s because ?alestine is the Jew'lish homeland that \Ve have the right 

to insist upon unrestricted immieration. It is because of the historic connection 
~ 

of the Jewish people with that land 9&- the mandatory government in the first place 

undertook to reconstitute it as a national home and pledged itself to facilitate 

Jewish immigr~tion and the close settlement of the Je~s upon the land; in other 

iords, it is on tne national idea that the upbuilding of Palestine as a place of 

L ,.., ·-- -
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large sca le Jewish immigration h- s al,,vays rested and can alone continue to res. t. 

Our right to immigration in the last analysis is predicated upon the right to build 

the Jewish commonw~al th in Palestine . 'Fhey~ter:tink-ea=an&=i-tfstpa:1 aMe . 

--
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