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A chiavellian concept c£ political axpediency and balance or pO\Ter are 

at the root or the poll tical bankruptcy of our day. Political "realism" and conomic 

materialism p-e not the monopoly of the Soviet system. They disfigure -the action of 

most of the great powera todq. 

Th(jre is desperate need for a new beginning - a spiritual reformation in 

gov, rnments and the abandonment by all organized group•, whether poll tical or economic, 

of the right to determine their own moral law. If there will no MW beginning, t n 

there will be what the statesmen in Perie, in t h ir baffiement am. spair, have ad• 

monished us - nothin but an end for humanity. -
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I an, en losing herewith an ab$ ct, or Dr. Silftr's ael'IICID to be 
delivered tcnorrow ni&bt on the occas· n o o ' ear. 
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BY I. D. W. TALMADGE 

THE state of Israel, unlike Rome, was built in a 
day. Within twenty-four hours after the British 

pulled out, the Jews had a fully functioning state. 

They had a Cabinet and a Provisional Parliament. From 

nowhere they produced an army, an air force, and even 

a sizable naval fleet. Before the last Tommy had stepped 

aboard the last ship for England, an effective Jewish 

government was in operation-complete from Prime 

Minister down to sanitation inspector. 
Overnight a new, prefabricated structure of admin

istration was erected. Jewish personnel moved in and 

took over the offices and bureaus vacated by the British. 

Essential government services were hardly interrupted. 

Everything went off smoothly as planned. The schools 

opened as usual, the buses ran on time, the mail was 

delivered on schedule. The hospitals, the factories, the 

I. D. JV. TALMADGE, foreign-affairs editor of Scho

lastic, returned two weeks ago from a special trip to 
IJrael for that magazine and for U. S. News. 

telephone exchange-all continued to work as if nothing 
had happened. 

Only, where th~ Union Jack Bew the day before, the 
new standard of the Republic of Israel was unfurled. 

And the signs on the government buildings were re
painted in Hebrew characters. A new seal bore the in

scription "Medinat Isroel"-"State of Israel." By the 

next day the new-born state even had its own postage 
stamps. 

Today, four months later, that hastily installed gov
ernment is still functioning. It is, indisputably, the most 

stable regime in the Middle East. lt has survived the 

armed attack of six so ereign states. The secret of its 

success is simple. The government of Israel is a demo

cratic government receiving the unswerving support of 

the people. 
There is amazingly little red tape and even less pomp 

and protocol. Members of the Cabinet work in their 

shirt sleeves, without ties. At first there was too much 

informality. People would drop in to have a schmuu 

with Prime Mini ter David Ben-Gurion or Foreign Min-
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cedures": they had left good jobs to take up government 
research only to be told within a few weeks or months 
that their clearances were temporary and had been re-

oked. Even without the .figures put out by these groups, 
it is abundantly clear that the Un-American Activities 
Committee regards scientists as an €specially suspect 
category. 

In the field of civil liberties \Y/ ashington today is wit
nessing a serious erosion of the trial right of accused per
sons and a marked change in long-accepted methods of 
determining subversiveness. Most defense attorneys who 
have presented cases before the Civil Service loyalty 
boards seem to believe that the board members them
selves have not attempted to abuse or expand the ominous 
new principle of "guilt by association." The Civil Service 
boards consider the membership of an employee in a 
listed subversive organization as substantive but not 
prirna facie evidence of disloyalty. The actual circum
stances of his membership are taken into consideration. 
Defense attorneys have won numerous cases by establish
ing that the membership was of brief dura.tion, that the 
accused was ignorant of the organization's real nature, or 
that he quit in protest against Communist infiltration. 

But several of these lawyers have expressed concern 
over a far more stringent application of the "guilt by as
sociation" principle which was written into the act estab
lishing the Economic Cooperation .Administration. The 
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ECA act states flatly that the agency's security board must 
certify of each employee that he "is not now and never 
has been a member" of any listed organization. No matter 
what the circumstances may have been, the fact of mem
bership stands as prima facie evidence of disloyalty. 

A number of these lawyers have suggested that the 
government should appoint a general defense staff from 

horn accused employees might get immediate help 
through simple and well-defined procedures. At present, 
these lawyers say, many clerks and office workers who 
might easily furnish proofs of loyalty do not even make 
the effort. Overcome by fright and embarrassment when 
they get their first summons to a security hearing, they 
simply quit. 

It has also been suggested by some of these lawyers 
that President Truman appoint a commission of outstand
ing legal authorities, including a number of Republicans 
f iom unimpeachably conservative backgrounds, to review 
the whole complex issue of loyalty and security. Such a 
commission-free from the stigma of partisan politics
might be able to bulwark the crumbling principles of 
civil liberty and give the public a rational picture of the 
actual scope of the Communist danger. The proponents 
of this idea point to the example of the British royal com
missions which are created in times of crisis to study 
threatening and confused developments and report their 
£,dings to the public. 

Israel: the Making of a State 
BY I. D. ~. TALMADGE 

THE state of Israel, unlike Rome, was built in a 
day. Within twenty-four hours after the British 
pulled out, the Jews had a fully functioning state. 

They had a Cabinet and a Provisional Parliament. From 
nowhere they produced an army, an air force, and even 
a sizable naval fleet. Before the last Tommy had stepped 
aboard the last ship for England, an effective Jewish 
government was in operation-complete from Prime 
Minister down to sanitation inspector. 

Overnight a new, prefabricated structure of admin
jstration was erected. Jewish personnel moved in and 
took over the offices and bureaus vacated by the British. 
Essential government services were hardly interrupted. 
Everything went off smoothly as planned. The schools 
opened as usual, the buses ran on time, the mail was 
<lelivered on schedule. The hospitals, the factories, the 

I. D. lV. TALMADGE, foreign-affairs editor of Scho
lastic, returned two weeks ago from a special trip to 
1.srael for that magazine and for U. S. News. 

telephone exchange-all continued to work as if nothing 
had happened. 

Only, where the Union Jack flew the day before, the 
new standard of the Republic of Israel was unfurled. 
And the signs on the government buildings were re
painted in Hebrew characters. A -new seal bore the in
scription "Medinat Isroel"-"State of Israel." By the 
next day the new-born state even had its own postage 
stampsr 

Today, four months later, that hastily installed gov
ernment is still functioning. It is, indisputably, the most 
stable regime in the Middle East. It has survived the 
armed attack of six sovereign states. The secret of its 
success is simple. The government of Israel is a demo
cratic government receiving the unswerving support of 
the people. 

There is amazingly little red tape and even less pomp 
and protocol. Members of the Cabinet work in their 
shirt sleeves, without ties. At first there was too much 
informality. People would drop in to have a JchmiiJJ 
with Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion or Foreign Min-
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ister Moshe Shertok and 
suggest to them how to run 
the government. That had 
to be stopped. But even to
day a session of the Provi
sional Parliament resembles 
a meeting of the executive 
board of a trade union more 
than of a national legisla
tive body. 

Fourteen political parties, 
including the puny Com
munist Party, are repre
sented in the Provisional 
Parliament, or State Coun
cil. The Communists have 
one representative among 
the thirty-seven members. 
As one legislator explained 
to me, "We can't give them 
less than one seat." It is not 
uncommon for the Prime 
Minister to be outvoted in 

the Israeli Parliament. But as becomes a democratic 
leader of a democratic state, Ben-Gurion takes it gra
ciously. Even in war time Israel is not a dictatorial 
state. Any suggestion of totalitarianism is repugnant 
to the Jewish masses. Accordingly, strikes were not 
outlawed despite the desperate struggle for national 
survival. 

I talked with an official of the Ministry of Police. "The 
outgoing government can scarcely be said to have handed 
over to us any central police organization," he told me. 
But by the end of last month about 100 officers, 70 
N. C. O.'s, and 1,300 men had been trained and posted. 
"The Israeli police is still at less than half strength," this 
official continued. "For example, the department cannot 
provide more than twelve men for night patrol in all of 
Tel Aviv. It is noteworthy, however, that crimes of vio
lence in Israel are some 30 per cent lower than they were 
a year ago in the towns and 50 per cent lower in the 
rural areas.,. 

The Israeli Ministry of Finance took over the .finan· 
dal functions of the state without any gap or hitch
an achievement which would have been astonishing even 
had there been sympathetic cooperation from the out· 
going authority. As a result of careful preparation 
beforehand, income tax, customs, and excise duties were 
collected without interruption. Even in the .first crowded 
days the Ministry initiated action in .fields where the 
Mandatory Government had been in default. Immediately 
after the declaration of the Israeli state a national loan 
was launched for 5,000,000 Palestinian pounds. This 
loan has already been subscribed. 

A special MinistrY. of Minorities was set up in the 

The NATION 

Cabinet under the able leadership of Behor Shitreet. Its 
purpose is to def end the interests of the Arab and Chris
tian minorities in Israel and to promote friendly rela
tions among the three religious communities. One of it5 
main principles is the encouragement of autonomous 
institutions among the Arabs. Arab schools have been 
reopened. An Arab newspaper is now published in I r:i 1. 
Even during the fighting the Israeli government ap• 
pointed Arabs to police Arab areas in Palestine. 

JN 'tHE new state of Israel synagogue and stite are 
separate and will continue to be so under the proposed 

constitution. Saturday is the day of rest instead of Sun
day-and that's about all that makes Tel Aviv any differ
ent from an American city. Synagogue attendance in 
Israel is about as good, or bad, as church attendance in 
America. Dietary laws are not universally observed. 
Some restaurants serve kosher meals, others don't. The 
story is told-it is probably apocryphal-that the Arlbs, 
who are not permitted to eat pork, raise hogs to sell 
to their Jewish neighbors. 

A draft constitution for the state of Israel is pat
terned on the American model and guarantees freedom 
of expression, worship, assembly, and association. T.!le 
preamble to the proposed basic law of Israel asseverated 
that "the state shall insure the sanctity of human life 
and uphold the dignity of man." An interesting inno
vation in the projected constitution is a clause which 
provides that freedom of expression shall not be accorded 
to movements which advocate the suppression of the 
democratic form of government. Among provisions be
ing considered for inclusion are guaranties for a national 
system of compulsory unemployment, old-age, and health 
insurance; equal pay for men and women; prohibition of 
child labor; and minimum hours of employment for 
women in industry. 

Israel is the most eastern of the Wes tern democracies. 
Its destiny is in the hands of a party ( the Mapai) which 
is the very counterpart of the British Labor Party. Both 
are affiliated with the Second International. They have 
the same basic ideology. Reshuffle Morrison, Attlee, 
Shertok, Ben-Gurion, and you could not say where each 
belonged. ( Bevin, to be sure, is a case by himself: his 
anti-Jewish bias can be explained only in psychiatric 
terms.) On all issues save Palestine the Labor parties of 
Palestine and Britain see eye to eye. And ironically 
enough, the difference of opinion on Palestine developed 
only when the British party came to power. The people 
of Israel are more bitter against the British Labor Party 
than against Britain itself. They were let down by their 
own brothers, so to speak. In all its election campaigns 
British Labor had championed the cause of a Jewish 
state in Palestine. One Israeli government official said to 
me dourly, "It would have been better for us if Winston 
Churchill had remained in power. Then we could have 




