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ABSTRACT OF SERMON PREACHED BY
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER AT THE KER YEAR'S SERVICE
OF THE TEMPLE, EAST 105 STREET AKD ANSEL
HORDAY EVEMING, SEFTEMBER 11, 1950

On the surface of things it locks as though cur times are not propitious
for morsl cptimise or idealizsm. There is a dunger of a defeatist mood sweeping over
our pscple, especially our young pecple, a mood of "Ch, what's the use.® Just five
shori years ago we were al war, and now we are al war agein! We defeated one dictator-
ship and «e are now confronted with another. Again our lives are to be dislocated,
Again we are to he separsted from our homes and our careers, Again the draft, the
camps, the uniforas and the casualty lists ! What have we experienced since 1914 Mut
wars ané revoluticns, the ruin of cities and ecountrier, class struggles, the exter-
minaticn of millicns, violence, hate, plotting and propaganda., All about us cne hears
nothing but the talk of eold wars, shooting warg, prevertive wars ! Cur generatiom
has shed its bdlead to win tec ware for freedom and veace, and what did we achieve but
new dictatorehips and new wars ! ¥e are today re-arming our former enemies and mobil-
izing against cur former allies, In the name of democracy we are extending economie
ald to notorious dictators on the right and on the left, What hopeless, disastrous
confusion ! Why speak of bullding a better world and why challenge men and women to
clean up such a cloaca maxima ~ such a dregey, slimy world!

Fe shall be utterly lost if we give way to such despair and eyniciem., Our
age is not the worst of all ages. In many ways it is a grest age -~ cne of the great-
est, The mind of man is seoring epochal triumphs, revcluticpary advances. It is his
spirit which is lagging. Hence, the pulling apart, the tensions, the discords, the

pessimiomn, There were darker ages than ours, and from them sankind nevertheless emerged

to clearer days and brighter prospects. It is important for us to raise cur sights and
look far ahead.
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Ours may woll De the dread, dark hour of uncertainty sand hesitaticn before
the dawm of a new and happloer age, an age of graater peace, security and well-being
for the whcle of mankinid, Long «ud cruel cepturies of muen greed and oppression, of
expleftation, ilaperialicp, and Ls6 enslaveasnt of nalions and races do not end peace~
fully und o not pass ower iuto & new age of freedom, justice and peace without a
territle und paipful srench. Such tizes are tises of troutle scod upheawal, of the
clasking +ud confcusding claos of idess. The foundations of the sarth tresblo, Storms
rage, Terror snd Jdeath stali acrogs the face of the world amtil all the detostable
things are resoved and pass avwys.

But the Herculean labors of mankind are nevertheless going on in spite of
the coafueion and gtrife. Uaay oppressed peoples which have loug besn denied thelr
freed-x, hove achisved or ave in the process of achleving tiheir ladependeice, They
are oit the roald U & new and beiler life, They icag-exploited working masses of the
earth have galued und &re gaiming in cur day gréater gompetence, securlty, dignity,
and a higheor standard of living. Knovledge is inereasing and =0 is the nealih of the
race. Barnest and determined efforts are being made by orave and undiscouraged men
everywhers and by pations to {ind the way which will lead both to freedow and soeial
stabiliiy, hoth to the sovereignty of mations and to their dynasic organisation and

acticu for the preserwaiion of peace. Long and hard is the way and many are the pit-

falls, bat there jg & way, there jg a goal, and the faithful sons of light do fcllew it

unweariediy.

e cannot aiways wait to do the thing which needs to be done umtil we see the
road cieariy ahead of us., Scmetimes we must aet in falth and in ecurage, even when we
do not know what lies abead, Sometines we must move forward through mist snd fog. %If
we ¢ould know where we are," declared iAbrakam Lineoln,* and whither we are tending, we
gould better judge what %o do and how to do it.* And yet, Lincoln was not deterred
from action by the doubts and bewilderments which beset him, He did what lad to be
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done sith the matericl and the opportumities #bich lay ati haand, trusting that what
he was homestily striving to do was within (he pattern of the true and abiding design
of humen progress.

Regerdless of bow vast our world is, how rigidly crganized, how ruthlessly
coordinated, ihe individual men and womsn is still its meral nucleus. In tle long
run society will rellect the fundumental moral aspiraticns of tie individuel men and
¥omen Who coupose it thut is to say, of those mem =pd women who are detarmined enough
and willing encugh to make iLheir moral wisbes felt regardless cf the cost to Lhen-
selves, This nuclear mora. emergy which is released by the individusl can disrupt
sesslugly immovabls worlds of hardened tyrammy and injustiee, There ig always room

for the picueer ! There is always need for the dreamer of great dreams !

Ecsh Hashanah reminds us mot to despair of the futare, mor of cur ow strength,

sor of mankind's inexhmustible spiritual rescurces nor of God's cooperation, If we
have reverence and love for the mman spirit end faith in its umfailine resurgence,
%e shall succeed in the end. This way be celled mystieal, but mes do not live by the

logieal, but by ihe mysticul., They do not die for the fact, but for the faith,




To: William Dinwoodie, Cleveland News
Louis Gale, Cleveland Plain Dealer

Septémber 7, 1950

Mr. Frank Stewart
Cleveland Press
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Mr, Stewart:
I thought ycu would be interested in receiving an abstract

of the address which I am to deliver on New Year's esvening,
Monday, September 1llth, at The Temple,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially ycurs,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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