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Celebrate New Year 57I4. Beginning of t he world--tradit on. Act­

ually it is much older since the be innin of civilization- It is from 

t he beginni of momentous inventions, domestic tion o plans and animals, 

the invention of the plough and the wheel, the seckle,apottery, the sail­

in ship and architecture, arts and crafts . enerally, which in man's dim 

recollection took place about five to six thousand years a ~o. 

The purpose of New Years id to teach us to count time, to evalu­

ate !me, to teach us what to do with Time. 

In Time there 1s Past Present and Future. We must live at one 

and the same time in all three tenses. That 1s the paradox of life and 

its challenge. The Past is gone, and yet we must ~ot let ge of 1t. The 

Future is not here, and yet .~we must reach for it. The Present is all we 

have and yet it is not enou h. 

Of Time itself, which s the accepted measure of human life, Rosh 

ha Shonah tells ua, it is brief, and cannot be lengthened. It1a transient 

and cannot be retarded, 1t is 1rreplaceab e and cannot be replenished, 

and it is later t han you th nk. The wise an must plan his life accord­

ingly and use his Time which is brief, transient and irreplaceable to his 

fullest advanta e. The wise man lives in the Pa at, t he Present and the 

Future, in three di ent1ons Recall the' Past, steadt&ng, 1nsp1r1n , 

therapeutic. ~ 

Our memories ane the deep nourishing roots of our lives. 

A man who has lost his memory os no longer normal. He is unanchored, 

adrift, unrelated to life which is a cont nu1ng process- experience. 

A society or a people which breaks completely w1th its past 1s abnormal and 

1s headed for anarchy and chaos. 

Even the raat revolutions of history turned to the pat for their 

inspiration. Renaissance-French Revolution and Americ 3n evolution. 

It is ~ood for a man to recll his past, his be;1nn1n s, his 

stru gles, the dreams of his youth, even his mistakes. 1th th•1r recol-

lection co~es humility as well as pride, a sense of accomplishment as well 

as a sobering stock-taking, an enco ura ment as well as an admonition. They 
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m~y ~elp us t0 avoid sinilar nista es in the f t j re. Blessed is t he man 

or woman who has 3. treasure-chest of prod :nemor1es of ~am1ly, of Trials, 

of service fqced in coura e, of olden ho rs of pr ecious compa nionship with 

those thev loved. 

A man should live int e Past, but only to t he exte nt of drawin 

wisdom and inspiration for he Present an4 the Future. ' e should not per 

:nit the Past to abs orb us or to victimize us. e should not try to es­

cape from the exe enc1ea of the Present, by crawl1n~ back into the womb of 

the Past. ~any people seek th s kind of escape. In extreme cases it be­

comes patholo ical. We should not try to live in the Past permantently 

th sis t live amon hosts, in a world of shadows. Those who are always 

loo tr ina; back to" what mi~ht have een" to pat reo;rets, to past sorrows, 

are like L0t's wife-----Eurydices ••• 

The Pat must not be alooe 4 to become a millstone around us. If a :nan 

has sinned let him repent, profer restitu ion and start all over a ain. 

"Wide are the ates of • 

Here then is the first reat paradox" A an should live, and yet 

not live in the Past." 

In the same way, " A :nan should live and yet not live in t he Future" 

A •~n must think of hie Future nd plan for his Future a ~d build for his 

Future and the uture of those whom he loves. 

A man wtthout a Future is a doomed and defeated man. e cannot 1 ve 

1n the present moment only, for we are not so constituted as to be entirely 

satisfied with today, however bri ht the day. 

Always somet n is beckoning us, the adventure, the Golden Fleece, 

tre dream, the Odyssey----alwaye the stars. 

There 1e t he sound of the bu le, the call to b~ttle, the unconquered 

worlds, and who could resist it? 

Amb1t1t1ons, ideals, ho es aspirations, these are all by way of 

llvin in the Future. 

When society dreams of a better world, a warless world, a world free 
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of Poverty, Hate, a united and Free 1 forld it is 11v1n in 

and workin~ for the Future. 

And it is good to live in the Future- but only to the extent of 

givin~ direction nd inspiration +o the Present. There are people who 

live almost entirely for the Future and sacrifice the Pre ent. They allow 

their ambit! ne for the Future to consume their present serenity and peace 

of mind. They consume themselves for some d stant oal. They sacrifice 

health, family friends in heir head-long rush to some fut re success. 

All their ti~e s mor ,a ed to the Future. They have no time today for 

self-improvement, to read a book, to cultiv tea friend, to interest them­

selves in the life of their com:nuni ty to et cquainted w1 th their children, 

even to rest, o~ ~et eo know th s wonderful world, wherein they have but 

a few years to live. 

They are chas1n the futaea, and wen hey arrive there, span 

and weary and empty man, they discover that their Future was really all 

in their Past, which ~snow forever one, be yond recall. 

There are those who worry so much about he uture t ha. t their days 

are drained af all sweetness, of all zest and savor. They do not take to 

heart: "Let us be of ood cheer, reme:nbe r ing t '-!at t he misfortunes hardest 

to bear are those which never Happen" . 

Future world---This world is no h1ng ... Should not enjoy it •• 

care about 1mprov1n it. The load of tomorrow, added o that of yesterday 

carried tod y makes the stron est falter ..•• Waste of ene r y, mental d s­

tres , nervous worries do the steps of a man who a anxious about the 

future. Shut close, then, the ~reat fore and at bulkheads, and prepare 

to cultivate the habit of a life in "day-ti~ht compartments''•••••••••••••· 

A few months a Jo I tood on the br1d e of a sreat liner, plowong the ocean 

at twenty-five knots. "She is alive in every plate", sa1d t e captain,"a 

h1~e monster with brain and nerves, an inmense e omach, a wonderful heart 

and lun )s, and splendid systemof locomotion". Just at that moment a 
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si~nal sounded, and all over the •hip t he water- 1 ht compartments were 

closed. "Our chief factor of safety,"said the Capt9.in. 

Now each of you is a much more marvelJUB or an1zat1 ---n han the reat 

liner, and bound on a loner voya e. What I ur e is tha you so learn to 

control thema.chinery as to live with "day-ti ht compartments" as the most 

certain to insure safety on thevoya e. Get on the bridge, and see hat 

at least the reat ulkheads are in workin orde r . Touch a button 4nd hear 

at eve y level of your life, the iron oors shutting out the Past- the 

dead yes~erdays. Touch another and shut off, with a meta l curtain, the 

Future, the unborn tomorrows. Then you a.re safe, a fe for today. 

And here id the third paradox "A man should live and yet not live 

in the Present". 

Yesterd y is only a memorry. 
Tomorrow is only a dream. 
Tod3y is really all we have. 

"Our main business, said Thomae Carlyle, is not to see wha t lies 

dimly at a. distance, but to do what lies clear ly at hand." 

Sir Wolliam Osler: t he eminent medic a l scientist- addressing 

a ~roup of youn students a t Yale shared with hem his philosophy of life. 

(QUOTE) 

There is much wisdom here, if not taken too literally. It is 

quite impossible to 11ve n "day tight compa tments" Human bein s are 

simply not constituted that way. ~ e are not psycholo ical ephemerals. Nor 

is life lived in wate - i ht comp rtments. We live ar~an1cally in a time 

continuum. 

It is 1mport~nt to concentrate on the work at hand. To ake the 

most of the present oment, to rowd it with purpose and aaani and a-

ch1evement. But to live onl 1 for the moment, is a wastrel philosophy •. 

There is no fore-si ht in it- and no intelli ence. 

"Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we a e", 1s an attractive 

philosophy. The trouble with that philosophy is that tomorrow we may not 

die, and we mi ht wake up with a terrible head-ache. 
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"AH my Beloved, fill the Cup that cheers 

Today of paqt regrets and Future Fears". 

But the Cup will never clear away any re rets o~ fears. The Cup 

only ~akes one drunk ••• 

Re rets are banished by the atonement of a better life. And fears 

d sappear in faith in God. 

To live only 1n and for the Present is to betray the Past and to 

throw away the Future. 

The ood prayer Len t of Days, the full span 

of hu nan life, embrac n Past Present and Future amd Years of "LIFe" •• • eahh 

year, as we 1 ve it, crowded with life, ea~er activity, whole-hearted de­

votion to the t skat hand . Doin well what we re called upon to do, 

unhindered but instructed by the Past, unafra1• but inspired by the Future 

in 
and in full reliance and Trust in God whose ha de are all our Times and all 

our be inci;. 
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The way of lif that I preach is a habit t be acquired graoually y 

lonr and steady repetition. It is the practice of living for the day only, 

and for the day 1 s work, liv • ng in "'day- tight compa men ts". • • The chief 

/ 

worries of life arise from the foolish habit of looking before and after . 

A few months ago I stood on the bridge of a great lin r, plowing the 

ocean at twenty-five knots . ttShe is alive in every plate," said t~ Captain, 

na huge monster vd th brain and nerves, an immense stomach, a wonderful heart 

and lungs, and a splendid system of locomot.ion. 1 Just at hat moment a signal 

sounded, and all over the ship the water- ight compartments w re closed. "Our 

chief .fact.or of safety ,n said the captam • 

each one of you is a much more marvelous organization than the great 

liner, and bound on a loner voyage . t I urge is thr1t you so learn to 

contr0l the machinery as to live with "day-ti ht compartments" as t most, 

certain way to insure sa.f ty on the voyage. Get on the bridge, and se t !-at 

t least the reat bulkheads are in working ord r. Touch a button and hear, 

at every level of y,nir life, he iron doors shutting out the Past - the dead 

yesterdays . Touch another am shut off, with a metal curtain, the Future -

the unborn tomorrows. Then you are safe, safe for today. 
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he load of tomorrow, added to the.t of y sterday, carried today makes 

he strongest falter .•.• aste of energy , mental distre s , nervous or-

ries dog the steps of a man rho is anxious about the future. Shut close , 

.hen , he great fore and aft bulkhead , and prepare to cultivate t he h~bit of 

a life in "day- tigh com ar mentsn 

giving yo a philosophY. of life t ha hav found helpful 

in my work. n this philosopny or wav of life each of iv 

he straigh furr , and so ~ome t 




