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ROSH HASHANA SERMON 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
September - 1962 

FIND O:,tf;,,:~AN CAN GET AWAY FROM THE EARTH, AND HOW 

SPEEDILY HE CAI'fORBIT AROUND IT. THE HEROES OF OUR DAY ARE 
A 

THE ASTRONAUTS, THOSE CAPSULED NAVIGATORS OF OUTER SPACE. 

·;;wn 
WE HA VE BECOM~ A TCHERS OF THE SKIES[ GREAT N'A TIONS ARE IN 

FEVERISH COMPETITION TO REACH THE MOON, AND TO SEND ROCKETS 

TO PLANETS MILLIONS OF MILES AWAY . 
• 

. ---.-.- .... '-'. \,.-
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY HAS EH-¥11::RI~ WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED 

"THE AGE OF THE TELE". TELE, ~'/tf:.) , IS A GREEK WORD WHICH MEANS 

FAR, FAR OFF. THIS CENTURY HAS GIVEN US THE TELESR~:!DI AND THE -
TELEGRAPH, THE TELESCOPE AND TELEVISION. NOW WE HA VE THE 

TELSTAR. . 
C4, 

THE EXPLORATION OF OUTER SPACE Hllll6 NOT em;q,r IDLE 

PAST-TIME OF A FEW GEO-PHYSICISTS AND ENGINEERS. IT IS IN­

CREASINGLY ENGROSSING THE THOUGHT, LABOR AND WEAL TH OF 

NATIONS. WE !!11 VE fl~COt,i~ \ti.:R Y iiARNES'¥LY O orte:BftH~B 1\B00a!fl 0;M'. 

~ 
OUR/\NATIONAL BUDGET HAS COME UNDER A DISTURBING, SOME SAY 

A BALEFUL PLANETARY INFLUENCE. THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE 

EXPRESSED THE FEA/l THAT THE COST INVOLVED IN OUR SPACE 
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EXPLORATION IS SUCH THAT WE MAY BE OVER-REACHING OURSELVES. 

ADDED TO THE STUPENDOUS OUTLAYS FOR ARMAMENT, AND OUR 

FOREIGN AID, WE MAY BE SPENDING OURSELVES INTO BANKRUPTCY 

AND COLLAPSE. SUCH OVER-REACHING HAS HAPPENED TO PEACEFUL 

NATIONS IN THE PAST. 

~ _,, 
I AM SUREATHAT THIS COSTLY ADVENTURE INTO SPACE WILL 

NOT BE ABANDONED, ESPECIALLY NOW THAT THE UNDERTAKING HAS 

COME TO HAVE A POLITICAL, EVEN MORE THAN A SCIENTIFIC OB­

JECTIVE. DU5' EVEN APART FROM THE COMPETITIVE AND PRESTIGE 

FEATURES INVOLVED WHICH HAVE GIVEN UJNDUE PRESS TO SPACE 

I"-'""-.. ~ 

EXPLO TIO HASTE AND .WASTE, MAN'S ERADICABLE CURIOSITY 
A ~ 

Wet;[ INSURE ITS CONTINU\TION. WHAT IS UNKNOWN WILL ALWAYS 

INTRIGUE AND CHALLENGE THE QUESTING SPIRIT OF MAN. 

BUT IN ALL THIS COMMENDABLE AND INEVITABLE. EVEN IF 

COSTLY fEFFORT, ONE FACT UST NOT BE OVER-LOOKED! HOWEVER 

FAR WE 
"\.CA.if' ow~ 

N SPACE AW CA BEYiD OURSELVES~ 

WHEREVER WE GO WE CARRY OURSELVES ALONG• WE ARE BOUND TO 
.. 

I 
tjlilli:E IN OUR OWN 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS. OUR COMMUNITY• WE MUST INESCAPABLY LIVE 

WITH OURSELVES! 

WE MIGHT PARAPHRASE PSALM 139: "WHITHER SHALL I .GO 

FROM MY SPIRITil , IF I ASCEND UP INTO HEAVEN, I AM THERE; IF I 
...... 



a 
• 

- 3 -

TAKE THE WINGS OF THE MORNING, AND DWELL IN THE UTTERMOST 

PARTS OF THE SEA, EVEN THERE WOULD MY HAND LEAD ME AND MY .... -
RIGHT HAND WOULD HOLD ME. 11 

PLANES MAY SPEED US TO THE MOST DISTANT LANDS AND, 

FROM LAUNCHING PADS, WE MAY BE HURTLED FAR e:t=' INTO THE 

OUTER REACHES OF THE UNIVERSE• BUT WHEREVER WE GO OR LA N D 

AND HOWEVER FAST WE TRAVEL, OUR BODIES AND OUR SOULS, OUR 

INSTINCTS AND OUR PASSIONS, OUR VIRTUES AND ex.JR VICES,..GO WITH US. 

WE SHOULD/\ALWAYS BEAR IN MIND THAT ALL OUR !zELE­

COMMUNICATIONS AND OUR TELE-TRANSPORTATIONS HAVE NOT GIVEN 

.... "0 t 
US A HAPPIER OR A MORE PEACEFUL WORLD/• AND THAT WE/\SHALL NOT 

BE BUILDING JUSTER AND NOBLER COMMU ! TIES ON EARTH BY DE· 

SPATCHING AND LANDING A FEW ASTRONAUTS ON THE MOONar ALWAYS 

AND EVERYWHERE MAN REMAINS MAN, AND HIS BASIC NEEDS AND 

~~, lo~~ 
APPETITE REMAIN UNCHENGED. 

THIS, TOO, WE SHOULD REMEMBER. HO~EVER FAR WE EXTEND 

OUR DOMAIN INTO THE SPACIOUS FIRMAMENT, THE REAL KINGDOM 

OVER WHICH WEPERCISEp;INION, THE TRUE DOMAIN OF OUR 

w, 
SPIRITUAL SOVEREIGNTYtei .... iiiit~l!tS'~W"LIE WITHIN THE FRONTIERS 

AND EVIL FOR OURSELVES AND FOR OTHERS. HERE AND HERE ALONE 
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01u,_ 
WE HOLD CROWN AND SCEPTRE BY DIVINE RIGHT• ·-CREATOR~ 

oJ.J-
AJC HAS ENDOWED US /'WITH THE FREEDOM TO EXERCISE WILL AND 

CHOICE IN THE LITTLE WORLD WHICH IS OURS. THE RIGHT OF ACTION 

AND THE RIGHT TO GIVE EXPRESSION TO OUR WILL AND CHOICE MAY 

SOMETIMES BE DENIED TO US BY HOSTILE/\FORCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL; 

BUT WE CAN NEVER BE DEPRIVED OF OUR INNER FREEDOM, OUR 

THOUGHTS. OUR FEELINGS AND Ov,R ASPIRATIONS AS FREE MEN. ,OUR 

SOULS CAN NEVER BE BRIBED OR COERCED -- IF WE DO NOT WISH IT. 

ON A DAY LIKE ROSH HASHANAH WE ARE ASKED TO TURN OUR 

GAZE AWAY FROM THINGS FAR AWAY TO THINGS VERY NEAR TO HOME -­

-~ 
FROM TELESCOPE, AS IT WERE, TO MICROSCOPE. IT IS GOOD OR THE 

~.-~ ~ 
SOUL TO CONTEMPLATE THE VAST IMMENSITIES OF THE UNIVERSE AND 1o 

r ~ 
BE FILLED WITH AWESOME REVERENCE A D MYSTIC ADORATION OF GOD 

/' 
WHO CREATED THEM .. "LIFT UF 1YOUR EYES ON HIGH ANDg'EE; WHO 

HA TH CREA TED THESE? 11 

HOWEVER, OUR GREAT TEACHERS/\TAUGHT US THAT EVEN IN OUR 

) 
QUEST FOR GOD, WE SHOULD NOT LOOK FOR HIM IN THE ~~lpfl+lifl REGIONS 

OF THE SKIES, BUT NEAR AT HAND. "GOD IS NEAR UNTO ALL WHO CALL 

OF THE LORD; BUT -THE EARTH HE GAVE TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN•" . 
IT IS HERE UPON EARTH 1!!""11$;11~ WE MUS 

l 
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HERE SOAR, NOT 
t 

INTO THE CLIMBING ALTITUDES OF OUR SOULS./ 

ON ROSH HASHANAH WE ARE ASKED TO LOOK INTO OUR SOU LS, -
CLOSELY. HOW GOES IT WITH US INWARDLY? WAS THE PAST YEAR WELL 
-- ---. 

SPENT BY US? DID WE USE OUR TALENTS AND OUR OPF0RTUNl TIES FO!t 

AND WORTHILY? HOW GOES IT WITH OUR -~-~ 
MINDS? HAVE WE ENRICHED 8'Ur'tt=''8-}:efM!i--W!l~ Tt:l~z"'-1':\N'11-~DG·~ .. ~--~MJel~ -

GOES IT WITH OUR FAMILY? IS OUR HOUSE IN ORDER ? 
l 

EM 

..:WHAT THEY NEED OF OUR LOVE AND GUIDANC E ? { ARE THEY 

- ~---=llllff~~sl;:lii.S-~~Mil~"il'i~-hl-iiiiilli~~..._~-t@"~~y DRIFTING A WAY 

..A:.L 
ROSH H ANAH WOULD HAVE US FOCUS A MICROSC E UPON 

OUR OWN ACTIONS, UPON OUR BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

HAS OUR CONDUCT BEEN BEYOND REPROACH? AND UPON OUR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITIES, OUR CIVIC DUTIES, THE COMMITMENTS OF GOOD 

13 
CITIZENSHIP -- HA VE THEY BEEN ALL THAT THEY SHOULD Hlll!¥i~~iiiili 

OR IS THERE ROOM, MUCH ROOM, FOR IMPROVEMENT? 

THIS IS THE WORLD WHICH WE ARE ASKED TO EXAMINE ON ROSH 

HASHANAH. ( f 'i { _/ . ~ I , .. I ~ ) "SEARCH ME, 0 GOD, AND 

• 

KNOW MY HEART. TRY ME• AND KNOW MY THOUGHTS, AND SEE IF THERE 

BE ANY .-..tfHIIN ME THAT IS GRIEVOUS, AND LEAD ME BACK TO THE WAY 

~ .. r ..J, 
THAT IS EVERLASTING. 11 "GO TO YOUR BOSOM AND KNOCK THERE 1AND 

'I\ 

ASK YOUR HEART WHAT IT DOTH KNOW. 11 



• 

u-1 ~ F1tc·__,___I 
f\ IF WE WISH TO PRESERVE OUR PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE IN 

• • 

WHEREIN THE ROLE OF THE INDIVIDUAL HAS BEEN STEADILY RECEDING 

INTO THE BACKGROUND, IT IS ESPECIALLY :IMPORTANT THAT WE SHOULD 

LOOK TO THE SOUNDNESS OF OUR PRIVATE LIVES, 

OUR ONLY MEANS OF RESISTING THE RELENTLESS MERGER TRENDS OF OUR 

DAY, THE CORPORA TE, ABSORPTION TENDENCIES, AND THE RUTHLESS 

FORMS OF ~=~~L DICTATORSHIP WHICH ARE REDUCING THE STATURE 

OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO INSIGNIFICANCE, IS FOR US TO ASSERT OUR 

INHERENT MORAL AUTHORITY, THE CLEAN SPIRIT WHICH IS IN US, AND 
~""'·c..~I, - ~ 

OUR ~~~Pr TO THE MORAL LIFE DEMA DED OF US BY OUR CREATOR 
~ I' 

WHO ENDOWED US WITHAUNALIENABLE RIGHTS WHICH WE CHERISH
1

i:!a!III~ 
.. 

'J!RE:ASBRE AND REFUSE TO SURRENDER. 
~ 

PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE HAS ALWAYS BEEN VERY DEAR TO 

US JEWS. PROFESSOR ALBERT EINSTEIN ONCE DECLARED THAT llsTRIVING 

AFTER KNOWLEDGE FOR ITS OWN END, LOVE FOR JUSTICE BORDERING 

ON FANATICISM, AND STRIVING AFTER PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE.,._ -
THESE ARE THE INCENTIVES OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE'S TRADITION, WHICH -
MAKE ME REGARD MY BELONGING TO THEM AS A GIFT FROM FATE." 

ROSH HASHANAH WOULD REMIND US THAT THIS PERSO AL IN­

DEPENDENCE GOES HAND IN HAND WITH PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, 
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THAT NO ONE IS FREE WHO rs THE WILLING SLAVE OF PASSIONS, VICE 
., tau: 

AND SIN. AND THAT NO ONE rs A SLAVE WHO IS THE WILLING SERVANT 

OF GOD. 

IN OUR NATIONAL LIFE, TOO, WE HAVE BEEN LIVING, I AM AFRAID, 

TOO FAR BEYOND OURSELVES, IN DISTANT PLACES• OUR PEOPLE HAVE 

BEEN ASKED TO CENTER THEIR ATTENTION UFO BERll;N, LAOS, VIETNAM, 

THE CONGO -- ON FOREIGN LANDS, THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY, AND -fAA..,......_. _ _ 

UPON FOREIGN PEOPLES. AS IF IT WERE IN THOSE PLACES AND AMONG 
/\ 

THOSE PEOPLE THAT · OUR REAL DESTINY LAY! MANY OF OUR PEOPLE 

HAVE BEGUILED THEMSELVES INTO THINKING THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF 

THE FREE WORLD WHICH WE HA VE ASSUMED MEANS THAT WE ARE 

COMMITTED TO ESTABLISH OR DEFEND DEMOCRACY, BASIC HUMAN 

RIGHTS AND RACIAL EQUALITY EVJRYWHERE IN THE MOST DISTANT 

PAR TS OF AFRICA AND ASIA, WHILE IGNORING THESE SAME RIGHTS 

AND FLAUNTING RACIAL EQUALITY HERE AT HOME. 

NO ONE WOULD WISH OUR COUNTRY TO ISOLATE ITSELF FROM THE 

REST OF THE WORLD -- NOR CAN IT. NO NATION IS AN ISLAND UNTO 

ITSELF. WE ARE~ ART OF AN INTER-RELATED COMMUNITY OF NATIONS. 

WE HA VE OBLJGA TIONS AND COM~EN . • BUT FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
I\ 

HOWEVER EXTENSIVE, WILL NOT GIVE US DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY AND 

STABILITY. A CONTENTED CITIZENRY, PROFITABLY EMPLOYED, LIVING 

UNDER FAIR AND EQUITABLE LAWS, WHICH ARE JUSTLY ENFORCED 

• 
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WITHOUT FAVOR OR DISCRIMINATION, WILL INSURE OUR SURVIVAL AS -
A FREE NATION AND WILL INSPIRE EMULATION ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

IT IS NOT COMMUNISM WHICH THREATENS OUR ECONOMIC SYSTEM, BUT 

THINGS MUCH CLOSER TO HOME •-CORPORATE CORRUPTION AND GREED 

IN HIGH PLACES, PROFITEERING SCANDALS, SECRET CONSPIRACIES ON 

THE PART OF RESPONSIBLE EXECUTIVES TO CIRCUMVENT AND DEFEAT 

THE LAW FOR THE SAKE OF LARGER PROFITS, AND CONSCIENCELESS -
VJA-') 

LABOR RACKETEERING. IT IS THESE EVILS WHICH EAT AT THE HEART 

" 
OF OUR SYSTEM OF FREE ENTERPRISE. 

SOME OF OUR PEOPLE HAVE COME TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THAT 

NECESSARY FOR THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF AMERICA IS TO FULMINATE 

AGAINST COMMUNISM, AND TO POINT THE FINGER OF ACC USATION AND 

CONDEMNATION M:i~;..,fiilll): OTHER NATIONS. MEA CULPA, rs NOT IN THEIR 

VOCABULARY! OUR RABBIS TAUGHT US DIFFERENTLY -- /<.. ?.' • f N 
- I 

?, l 0_ r ") t1J\' -- "DO NOT TAUNT YOUR NEIGHBOR WITH THE BLEMISH 
• --- -

YOU YOURSELF HA~-" AND '')f\h t JB;, :.. 'l nj~I r r,e; " FIRST 

'~--ADORN YOURSELF, AND THEN ADORN OTHERS"~ THAT I : 

" 
YOURSELF BEFORE DEMANDING IT OF OTI-E RS". THE ~~1111111!, PROPHETS 

• 
A 

OF ISRAEL~ WHO WERi NO 

DENOUNCING THEIR PEOPLE'S FAILINGS AND SHORT-COMINGS EVEN AS 
" __J • 4'{01 

THEY DENOUNCED THE WRONGf O OTHER NATIONS. "FOR THREE 

TRANSGRESSIONS OF DAMASCUS, YEA FOR FOUR I WILL NOT REVERSE 
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MY JUDGMENT", DECLARED THE PROPHET AMOS, "NOR FOR THE 

TRANSGRESSIONS OF GAZA, AND TYRE, AND EDOM AND AMMON AND 

MOAB. 11 ''BUT NEITHER WILL I REVERSE MY JUDGMENT FOR THE 

TRANSGRESSIONS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 11 ON THE CONTRARY, GOD 'S -

UPON THEM. II 

" LET US SEARCH OUR OWN WAYS ---
AND EXAMINE THEM THOROUGHLY. 11 

WHAT OF OUR APPALLING NATIONAL RECORD OF BROKEN HOMES 

AND DIVORCES? WHAT OF OUR STAGGE RING T OLL OF J UVE NILE DE-- -
LINQUENCY? WHAT OF THE SLUMS IN OUR OWN CITIES? WHAT OF THE 

....... -
RECURRENT OUTBREAKS OF BIGOTRY AND INTOL RANCE HERE AND 

·\ j~ • ~ ·- ·~, 
THIS OR THAT GROUP OF OUR CITIZ NS? WHAT OF OUR 

t .Jr~-L 'Y\o.lW ) 1' ~ fl) 0 
TESTING" WHIC IS POISONIN~ HUGE WAR-MACHINE,, AND OUR NUCLE~ 

I 

THE ATMOSPHERE, AND THE MAD ARMAME N T RACE IN WHICH WE ARE 

ENGAGED WHICH IS DRIVING OUR WORLD TO THE BRINK OF ANNIHILATION? 

F WE DO NOT REACH THE MOON IN FIFTY YEARS, NOTHING WILL BE LOS't., ..... ...... 
BUT, IF WE DO NOT ESTABLISH PEACE ON EARTH IN FIFTY YEARS, OURS 

Gf.v .. - 1' 
WILL , A BURNT-OU PLANET/ WHOSE IN~ ITANTS WILL HA VE 

DESTROY D THEMSELVES : E~~tifllil::ii!mlQ.7 BOMBS AND THEIR POI ONOUS 
--, ~ .. / i ' ' .,,. / . 

FALL-OUX AH SE-C'LEANING IS CLEARLY IN ORD R! HER IS MlfCH 

WORK TO BE DONE. HERE IS A CHALLENGE FOR EVERY MAN AND WOMA . • . 

.. l 
).I 
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FORTUNATELY, ALL THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE CAN BE DONE -­

IF WE FRANKLY AND HONESTLY CONFRONT OURSELVES --IF WE 
~-✓~- ) ~ -

SWITCH THE M'!'f~~i.1 SEARC -LIGHT ONTO THE SCENE HERE AT HOME, 

IF WE REFUSE TO BE DISTRACTED BY WHAT IS OVER THERE. \hms -
COMMAND WHICH I COMMAND YOU THIS DAY IS NOT FAR OFF ... IT IS -
NOT IN HEAVEN, NEITHER IS IT BEYOND THE SEA. BUT IT IS VERY 

NEAR UNTO YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART TO DO IT." 

.1.. 
FOR ALL THE AMENDS~ND RECTIFICATIONS IN OUR NATIONAL 

AND PRIVATE LIVES FOR WHICH THIS HOLY DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 

CALLS, WE REQUIR COURAGE AND WISDOM AND, ABOVE ALL, 

- E OURSELVES TO BE PERFECT, BEYOND <l 
REPROACH, IF THE FAULT IS NEVER OURS, AND THE GUILT IS ALWAYS -
THEIRS, THERE IS NO HOPE FOR US. .... -

"STILL STANDS THINE ANCIENT SACRIFICE, 

AN HUMBLE AND A CONTRITE HEART. 11 

' 

\ ... ,, . 

6 
. 

(./.) I ,, 
) 

,,,. 
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In addr ~sinP, a cnn~re~~tinn on this o~h ~ashonah, ~ ahhi is 

to tave hls text from the newsp per he~d - Jin sand com ent unnn th • 

tense an<l alar i n~ the thou~hts and anxieties of peo ri le 

are natural focused nn them, The fu~e of the cnl<l war w ich h~s hen 

snJutterin~ for a decade or iore s ems to he fast 

xplosi n into atomic fires and destruction . . luclear testinr, has 

resumed by the grE':-at powers and threats like brimston ar e in, hurled by 

" responsible the hearts of m n with fear and for boding . 

It 

even _s of the hour . It must b r J evant to whci t is d ply c oncern: 1° 

to the living int r st of the mom nt. Rut Rosh 
I-

Ha shonah is a spiritual holiday . ~-~ 
not of 

ancient m ssa e;e address lf/only to the life the hour , the 

continut nL but to t ernal lif , if y t )U 
I 

man the (J, /I/) • osh µashon 

horizons . 

iritual values the soul and usy thems lves exclusiv 1 

wi h the scr amble and elute in~, th sc eming and nlo · ting oft e ife of th hour 

th~t n many evils h fall th man 

Our Posh Hashanah wn 1l ha ,e us suhmi t the 1 if of the hour to the 

test of eternity . at is there, real Jy, ndurin~ in what we c1re 

hat p rnanent ood is doing? 

b in add d b hat wear doing to ur ife or to the lif of our c mmunity? 
/' 

a t ivi ties 
l 
1 
• 

I 
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.Jhc1t permanent g,)()d is hein~ added by wh[lt we are <loin}~ t o our o n lif or 

to the lif,_ of our com,mmity? Or , are we m rel) re ., , tin , in dull re­
so 

lterati n , year after JeR , the sa ac ·iviti .s,/thatwe nd up t e y ar in 

the same depressed ~roove I. 

Of cour . e, these repeated activiti •s may e ry important t o us . 

"111 , . 
1 of t,e hour alo ,t us , whRth, r nc tional or international , ta_, loom 

ver laroe
1 

ma _, imnin~e sharpl~, upon our <lailv liv s , and nia_, even cause 

us much oain and an i et , . -Pu , in ~o far as t ec;e fl tivities add no thing 

to our ov n spiritual orowth , or to the gre"'S an- well - in~ of m nkind , 

t V ar transient and ephe r 1 thim?s . ey ar th nw of th a ' , ut . 

t • ey c , ntri ute n o n~ to the n wne ss of li f e , w eth r of tl1e indi , i al or 

o s ci ty . 

'hat was r ~ally ne in h world la _ Rr~ Certain! not the 

feudin~ around Laos, or rlin, th ~ C n~o or u a ; or tl tr·fe in l eria 

or Tunisia . Certainly not the h ran ,u of }' ruschchev nd the co mt r - bL. st 

of .'estern di )lomats . These , inde d , \,' er the head - lin s . ~ut thy will 

app. r strnn 7 to rea~er a eration henc , or .v n ad carle . 

h ~t was r a' , y n ? All th a t , s r ~ • a 1 t: <l an i ch i v d 

·hich h retofore h~ een unkno n anl unac 1ieved . < t \.,:n . n - ! Al 1 doors 
.,J-

to 'n wle o 1 w j ch \ re un l ock d, all di 
... 

ov Pri ~s in th f:i ld of sci nee , 
f 

a11 th~t ad a c d nmn on his et rn 1 pilP-rim:-1 ge , all 1,t made l i '" more jut 

an no 1 and added to he h.1ppin s of m n , ·o en an chi Id en . 

t wn n w ! Al 1 tl-\ "? rictori , '.'> ich ere ~on hv mind an sp i rit 

our da fan o r.bitin~ around he . ~rth • scientist prohing 

t he mv . t 1 c; o outer pace , or hrou$?h r s earch in ed i ca I l nhora tori s , 
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l drnincr hm to allev'ate h JTTk'in sucf ~re·ng ·1nd rolong li ,..c, all n • 

our es of energy i..:hich were m,d avc-1ilao le, ,11 thnt"' 

pOl• r and securi t), ,-t.hat wns ne ' , to h w 1 omed n tr,, sur d. t 

belon°s tote infinite ta.ks of rr.an ind , the no l \'1.1or s >f '-• ch .r , 

artist , pclint .rs, culpto s, poets , mu. ici ns , true ·orcl • ich 

\..'ere fear l 12s. 1 ' tl e xamJ~l P t)f ac1 if i c an ;a r in , ehn f f 

the freedom n m n, nRti o ns an t es w re ten w thins w ich ~~w 

to us , 1ot t' e old t ir,•1 s inn w trarnin~s lil< 

1 Y.P 11 _h . i r un r ece ent ed de t.r , ti , n . , c re on,~ 

dread r i en nts ,f pri 11 t i,1 a 's l . t al w a•ons f \• , s pear , c 1 uh 

att ·- x. 

en n~ t s n r-la e s t i r,n to , ice th into 

the ,lo a d~nce f eath ~ s ) ne , , p r an nt va 1 •e to c i. , i 1i -

78 ti n, hut the . en f doct rs an<. TT) Ii t ci nic • n "nr ach r , 
of ' () and ·a i 1.nt t h t , ut [ tr r r , ., c- nd q le or nd na 1 

th to , ch 1 i ( t .. t ~ 
it i V and la t • n, ,ad , wh i h 

n, r a n w was n w po. 
I 

justifie Ue ope h·t s da, t ad i of wr ,t . I n of n \ • i 1 l 

e s t ari ht and '-1, n i 1 ~ 

old un in the im,g [ ,od . T i.· ,.·h t w n w 

in t t~ world L st vc r .~ I wh:t vh S n •W in >ur na ional 1 if . la t " nr? 
t 

ni n nt g11es t 

e op~nin of Jons Po 1 iins lniv _r. it• in 1876, the 

i ·1ti.t , h>mas !l xl , d cl :rd : "l Cc-1not .a, thnt I a 1 

it he i~ht t cl r . im,r ~ ed 1 " 1our i ,n .. s (i . e . tr ign . s f I\ . 1· i C . . 

0 u m;, :e r sourc : clS Sll h. Siz i~ n t .ran eur , and rri c,r does 

not ·k a n;i ti n. h . r:, .cl t i ~ u c1 hnu t \,; 1 ich n~s cl tr ubl imi ty, C: nr h 
.. 

or of o•er- hanoin far i c; t < e Otl oin to 0 i h a 1 PS t i T s" 
'h "t is () } t n t(l t e e to h th,~ nn ,, ,. 

) , 
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t e oal _. 

~ h ~ t__ 1 n ur nA ti ona 1 1 if e , dur in~ the pAst . ar , ~t~nded to•ards the 

" 
oal of our 

true destiny" 

~ ,er •thinP, thc1t we ha •e d ne as a nation to foster science and educati n , 

to increase the opportunities of our 1 oung peo le to receiv an education nd 

a bett r education , -v rything that -1e have don to impro~e the health of 

mini 11n -1age and to broaden it coverage• 
I 

every step that was taken to nd 

racial segr gatinn, to C•>!TIL1ct b·,.~ot ·ry .:l1 iscrimination, to ther ood 

,n 

ne an 

discountinP.: he importance of 01r. i antic 
on 

ce e, ut I am p~rsuade 

S , WcS 

• I am no 

s, p 1 i t.ical ilnd economic, 

our major ict1ri ~ 

1r. m n ,.,,< o h\1 to t _ ~o< cl of t e wor d , \ i 11 b 

1 ich wi 11 

cord "V 

I we can ernon trate to ve se OY"igi s, lac -

0 roun· s , creed and co or can y t live to{!eth r a i ahly and cooper tiv ly in a 

fee su· x and de cnitic oc ety , we sha 1 he giving n inspiring ex mpl to 

all then t· n oft e e·rth the exam,>le of n· ty w ,f_h our torn and riven \ Ot"ld 

necci ove all I--e . 

d Isra 1 omar 

f om he Red . ea , and t e J of Shur . h n th came to 

.ar h , th >y cou not drink the W er 0~ ;~r h b .CcU it was bitter. The people 

murnured ai:1c;t .f, s e , sayi n : •· 'hat h 11 w drink'!" And the Lord, 

nncl t e ,..,l,m ed him a tr•:) - , and threw it into he water, and th wt 

b came swe t ." 
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'' • c1t si 01 we drink " " And 1oc; s cried to the .or , and t l,or s •n d 

a tr e , a he thr. w i into r 'i,'a r , an, the wa t r hcca s t . •• 

.on enting n t ,is stor., , tne :{a s sa 11 \.J Cc.nn t fi d , n.,1 

~-;_ ~erne s h, the na e f ~hur . '' The.,1 , th 

c a lly . T 1 word Shur rr c ns a r w , ol'· ran\. . 

he t 

1-qt1.11~~_.;r 

a wi lde 

hcid begun t fo thems ·lve hur,t , Shu ot -- into s parate ran~s , 

casts , or clans , each tm er its o•m bann r . 'T'hey becamf! bitt rly 1 ividcd . 

Th \"aters of li e then\ c, ,e itt r for t, m -- Marah . Thy bla d 1os s 

for th mi for tun whi< h tl v bro 1nht upon themsc l v s . '•1oses praved to ,od 

for a wa • out of thci trouhles . ,orl s ,owed him a tr e . ....h tr is th 

ra,ches ,ro ou oft, one and tr nk, an 

a 1 recei t, ir nourish Qnt ram on anrl the a soil . nst the irleal of 

unit into the hitt~r divisions an confl ' t o an t 1• e 

\.:ate.,..x of l ife will he sw -:.t ned an,l all vil nk -nrl h freshed . 

.,..h r a r t l n ~ e w 

Jew , 

our pen le di ided into hostile ca'lp • w d e . nd lack , rJ,,ri tian nd 

t, lie anrl rot s tant , Cc it J ;ind J or . ·r1 se peo le wn de itt r 

the 1 i f our na ti n . 

wo d not h · ve us 's .. 

de n~cratic w • of life . ThLy the croakin s of an unr urni no 

past . 

Anet \ hc1 w·1s n in 01r p->rson l li t:S Ja.·t y .~1r? Did e jus t P,row 

a , r1r old1.::r? So·1e of us , I m su ·e , cqui d durin th pa!=.t .'t:, r n w ~ rm nts , 

n w car , n w h 11 . • ut did we acquir also a nt::w oi:t l ok? 

nu s Jv s n w? 

id w m k 
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·,;hat refreshing new contacts and friendships did e make? \:hat new cu tural 

disclplin, nd i ntet·c ts cl id e acqu i r ? 

I am sur that many of during tl- e po. t yecr, sought and found n 

excltemen away l--oredom Rnd doldrum. ut exclteme t never 

~-~ _ _,..,....,renewal; t e e rer stir the unawakeneci music in :.)Ur . ul 

increasex ou or our el - r_spect. To he e tles is nnt to e 
I 

and to ,e n >t to he SR t L-f i ( . 

ThPre is a wav in ours Ives with each ndvancing this 

" iJ ' not celehra ... e atural/.season. like 

s rin~ or harve:t ti e iritual season or self-ex in~tion, intros ct 

and s t , .... • - ta i n . . I t •11 s s a P , ma e SU d up in he Psa ist s pra r: 

''Cr"c1 t in 11t= a clean heart, 0 ~od, ahd put a tte right s irit wit in ml.!. fl 

( JJ Pl / I ) ) 1,/ I ). •Ps. 51. 14) . 

We becqme nerv men nd fre m n when Je f ce u to our own we kn sses, assum 

full respon,..ibility for t em, nd set fl out correcting t~ em. 

p new men and fr e men wh n we hr ak the idol t who e - ct 

feet we een pros ratin 0 \ elv -- the idol , i nor.Jina t 

ambition, the lust for power, the fear of ,ublic opini:->n, and homag 

to the s:1le r d of Truth . 

-le becom new men and fr e men when C Im er th we r ct d 

nbout our elve. an ,e ed 
f 

-1rselves in fal.e prid, nohh ry , 

prejudice, l i~otry and come tot ink of a -- richer oorer, w 

r uncouth -- . u roth r· all . 

,. renth t rou~h theirs . 
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Lost in a thick foi:;, a man was climbing a steep mo11ntain road and saw in 

the distance a rn\Jnstrous , movinR ohject w ich ,r atl' fri 0 t ned hi • n co ing 

he i scov ered that it w ~ a man and so w.1. re i ev d . n co ·ng still 

clo r , he ri~cover_d that it w s his own hro her , anci he rejoic d . 

e hec rn,e new and f t e e n when we talr on new tasl s nnd new chal l noes , 

w' • cl are nnt related to our per onal ad 1ant aP,e . 'P., so o i np, we en ar e t e 

domain o si~ ificant 

,1 isco 1er 

cl 

f inti 1 

R 1 ed·c ~ting Lur el ~s to the et rnal J'fe 

th le ,endar J 
" thou•Jh 

he frozen wit,·n us . 

w renew our •outh 1 i k 

e forward in c~nfiden e xi. the ea th ou d chano and the 

m untain shak the he,rt of th " 

In t rou h ed t i m . i t is s -C 1 A 11 y i 

urselves -- to ink d ep r roots into or 

found< ions for our lo c'.3 ties, c,m m)r a 

social objective • tJt, n ur w to 

cla of oom, our only r .fu~e is the fort£ess o 
f 

or u to b c, str• n within 

i n , t lay mor olid a ci firm 

in h pur.uit of worthy 

faJlin~ apart nncl e e:1r 

o sr s0111 , our onl 

" 
nnctuary 

the inner li H re we mu ·t f 'l nd our c,mf idence , 

t ,mci h 

sha 1 d fen:-el and ut t, rl ef ea d, 

( 

r 

I 
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In a dressin a cnn regation on t ls ~ash lashonah, a Qah i is 

te~pted to take his text from the ne~ paper had - lines and co nt upon 

·or d news is so tense and alarmin~ hat the th u•~ s An anxi tis of 

p on e are natural y focus ed on them. T us of tl cold war wl ich 1 as 

een snlutterino r a decade or more ems to e fa-t n ari P. t e oin 

of exn'osion into atomlc fires anc d tructinn. uc ar te. tin hos nnw 

been m nacingly r sumed h he ,reat ~ers an thr ats l'k2 hri stone 

ar h inR hu 1 d at each otl r y the resp nsihle heads of 0 ov rn ~nts , 

fillino t,e hearts of m n with fear and for bodino. 

o be sure, them ssa~e on nosh Hashon h canno i or tie ma or 

events of. the h ur . It 1th. rel vant to wh;:;t i. d ply cone rninn 

peo 1, to the livinS? int r sts f the mo t. oh H shonah is a 

spiri ual holidR• nd it~ anci t mess · ~ address s itself not onl to th 

life th h:->ur , t e 11n, hut the continuin and endurin 

e eri nee!. f human li(e, th et r al life, if • u ;i 11, of man -- the 

JI 1' . 0 os las onah su nnon. u to conte Jla th lar r 

persnective of Ii e anrl point to ider orlzons . 

m. 

"e nre rernin ed v the ole n ritual oft is da th tit pr is l , ., 

e:ca e ·nen c;o oftEn n nlect the et . rnal ] ire , spirit11 1 valu sand 

.:mdat s of the s ul c1n bus, thcm,;elve e. C 1 t15 i ' 1 , Wi e scr m 1 nd 

clutchin~ , the sc-hemi n and lottino of th J i f of hnur tha so ma y 

e 1i ls fa 11 th and so uch unh;:i in s . 

u 105h ta hnn h wo• 1ld hcP \.l Sl hin' t i f of t ,e hour t 

t t of eternit • hat is t' r , r a 1 l ,, n ur in h t w are doing? 
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C) e ting on this tor , th a'bis Srtl "·• cannot find an_,' ,iJd rn .s 

, t nae of <;hur." e , , t er for , ex )ounded t·::. t ·t om 1 tical l , . h 

wor ~ "IU 'T"€rl11 a row , or. ranl< . Th p c:1op 1 h i nde _d enter d a i ldern ss , 

I b cau~e he ha egun to f r uro -- in epa a· . nk 
' " ca,; ts , 0 clans , acl-i un e r it own bann .. r . h _,, ec;1m ,i te l y i , id J . Th_ 

w ters of l ife n b c i tt r for then - - ~1rah . hey blnmec' • IOSl for tl e 

1 ortun s l i ch t y rou'•ht upon lu·mselv s . ses pray d t ,od (or a \ ·a , 

,ut [ ir trou les . r.o h ,,cd , im < tr . Th tr J i t e •m o 1 of unity . 

. ny ran h grow out f the n nd rte trun , < rd c1l e i , t ir 

nouri hm nt from 1)n:, Rnd the :,an,e so i l . C. st l id 1 of unity i to the 

i tcr ivi s ions and C nf 1 i ts of m n f nd th -.iat r f life wi 1 SW ten d 

an( all \ i, 1 rin' n l be r f r esh • 
~ ()1.., 

h r ar o. e wlo w uld lik to wi 1 ""rn ss of , 
ir . 

A 
i , id int) ho ti C it n 1 ac - i t·an an<l JI• t C,tlolic , , ~ 

cln o t estc1nt , capita l a d r. li se people QI 1 ( r th J i f ur 

t'c t ion . e' hR•- not in ne to sa to ca . 

arv o t, of a 

r r i" , e oc ·a ic wa, of i e . , . re cont nt 0 r peat t e er kinPs of an ., 

un t 1r1 n~ st . 

nc -1hat was n w in l p na 1 t , ar" '") i j I. r ", c'.) c1r 

1 r? 0 , r a St , cq Ii r d dur in, p ·err n •w nrm n t n \. , 
C<1r , n w ,t i C a cq,ire 1. n w outlo k i w I a e 

our V s n ~-" 
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i hRt of our ol selves did we scrap? nh- t old , worn , tiresom 

noti ns , preiudices and routines did t-.·e <liscnrd? 'hat old rudo;es, a 

h;i its, insincerities n self eception id ~e slo oho f lik so many 

cling n~ barnacles~ 

' c t refres ·n~ n w contacts and friendships id we maJre? 'hc1t 

new cu tur a 1 i sci 1 in and i ittrests did ,. e acritdre"' 

I an sure th~t man of t •r:; , u i no t•., . a t ear, !=;Ouoht and fo n 

nc· xcitements of) e sort or an ,'lther to drive away bor do and d l<lrum 

ut excite 1ents never ac ieve r newal; thy nc ,er stir t,e u awak n d music 

in OU o, s, they ne •er incr ase otir hap,>iness or our s lf-r sp ct. 0 

restl s is o e aspirinP,, and to urfeited is not to 1 e satisfied . 

-rJH•r e is a wa in h ich ~e c n n w urs each c c.lv nc i ng 

y r:r anr tl is is the me:-.Sc ·hi ch osh Ha hnn"'h to us. .osh 

"OU now , oe 1 rat a a u season like prin r 

harv st tie. It ason fo,- s lf - examinRtion, introsp cti n c.lr'\ 

s tocl - taking . Its me.:.sa~e rn<'l'-' . \! , d up in the Psalmist•. prayer: 

"rr ate 

, 2,.; ' 

in me a clean h ~c1rt, O r,od, 

? 1 I_ h \ , , f/t. 

,ind 1t1t a nev-: and ri ht spi it wit dn m ." 

., ., C 
T 

r r . . s 1 • 14 . 

' e l ec ,me new m n an ree men wh n w ac up t our w ak-

ness s , ;t-- u 1 full res• onL i i 1 it for m and c; t Ahout correct· n~ tl m. ., 

' e hc•c , e new m n and fr- m n wh n w hr ak th idols at w ose 

f et we hc1 h en ,ros .ratina ou selvc -- the i ol o ,osi tinn , stat 

inor inate a hi ti0n , he l u t or o 1er , th . f ar o 

c ~ to render ho age t th sol God of Truth . 

>l ic ini n , an 
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e ecome new m n and fre 

, ~ we er cted ahout otirselvcs a d h L 

false ride, sno hery, pr judice, bi~otry an<l 

lower the barricades which 

in 

' 
exclusiv n s, 

to think of all m n as 
f. 

hrot ers -- richer OY poor r, wi .r or 

rot ers all . In so do : ng, we 1os our · fear of m n an<l 

strength throuoh theirs. 

ut 

build up our 

Lost in a t icl, foR, a man wr-is cl i bin., a steep mountain road and 

SclW in - e istance a monstrous, movin~ 0 ject -.1 ich P.r atl fri ht ~ned h in. 
rtn comin~ clo er, he discovered that it_ "c\S a m.qn anr so a.s re ie , . ()n ~ , 
cr,min~ still C oser, he <l • scovere:d t at it v•as bi::; n r t' r, an he reioiced. 

• ·e ecome new . nd f r ee men W. nw ta e on n ta ~ s and n w C A 1 

'~char not relcted to otr. ~ r o al a so doin~, we enlar~e the 

do ain of si~nificant liv'n,, an we thaw o r r ma• be r0zen wi hin 

u. • One never discovers the i Iden talents of s u l un i 1 h h s Pi , n 

the plav. 

B, dedic- t·ng ours lv s to th et rnal life in u, we ren::\w 01 , r 

1 i k th 1 ndary Phoenix --
'e C n t 0 n 

forward in confidenc "t ,ugh the arth holl d chang and t he mounta· s shake 

in h heart o • the s a". 

In troubled tins it i sp cially important for u to b com s~ron 

n 

within ours lv -- to si k d p r r ots into our c:>nvictions, to la_, mor olid 

an firm fo1mdati ns for ur l<_,'alties, to b cm more a sort d in th pursuit 

of worth, social o j ctiv s. \ h n ur world ee to l fa ling apart and w 

hear the c ap of oo ,, 011 r onl re ~u e is th n th fortr ss f ur soul , o r 

only anctuary the inn r life of the s irit. H,... w mu~t find our confid nee, 

hr t e affirmction of life and the enial of deat , el w shqll de-
f n eles an u t rl Jef d ~I cl e 

S 9 
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"osh ashonah is ctn invocatinn for a new anrl "'e ter life or 

the inrlividual , he nett-inn cl nd man 1< i nd . . n w'iat s uld ur res nnsc h ,, 

I.J -!, ./'-' ~ , IC )1 ,4c.•l.. t--A n11t-- ''I a ~lad w en t ev sa, unto Me: 

Let us oo in o t e nu -e of the Lo-d". ot the harracks! ot th tr nch s ! 

1ot the fa 11 - ou t shelters! ~ut the House of the Lord -- ther 1 i s hop and 

salvation r ,r mank:ind . If\~ choose it , w choos li.e . 

ROS. HA no At SE~() 

Septe l-. r , 19n 
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