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ROSH HASHANA SERMO 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

September - 1962 

OUR AGE HAS FOCUSED ITS ATTENTION ON !STANT SPACES 
~ ~ } 

f" I : 
AND ON FAR-AWAY THINGS. PEOPLE ARE DEEPLY INTERESTED TO 

FIND OUT HOW FAR MAN CAN GET AWAY FROM THE EARTH, AND HOW 
, I ~ 

:/./'/; ~ .... d' , ·-

SPEEDILY HE CA ORBIT AROUND IT. THE HEROES OF OUR DAY ARE 
A 

THE ASTRONAUTS, THOSE .CAPSULED NAVIGATORS OF OUTER SPACE. . . ... · 
~ - .,,.,_/ . 

WE HA VE BECO!"fE ~ A TCHERS OF THE SKIES GREAT N'l\ TIONS ARE IN 

FEVERISH COMPETITION TO REACH THE MOON, AND TO SEND ROCKETS 

TO PLANETS MILLIONS OF MILES AWAY. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY HAS GIVE US WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED 

,. . 
FAR, FAR OFF. THIS CE TURY HAS GIVE US THE TELEGRAM A D THE 

TELEGRAPH, THE TELESCOPE A D TELEVISION. NOW WE HA VE THE 

TELSTAR. 

- ,. 
THE EXPLORATION OF OUTER SPACE HA'S NOT BEE:tlf A N. IDLE 

PAST-TIME OF A FEW GEO-PHYSICISTS A DE GI EERS. IT rs IN­

CREASINGLY :ENGROSS! G THE THOUGHT, LABOR AND WEALTH OF 

NATIONS. Wl.'...dk:1"6-V,8-BEGOME VERY. E"?\-RNEST Y • ONGER E' :A-BOUT l'F. 

OUR~ATIO AL BUDGET HAS COME UNDER A DISTURBING, SOME SAY 

A BALEFUL PLANETARY INFLUENCE. THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE 

EXPRESSED THE FEAft THAT THE COST INVOLVED IN OUR SPACE 

- I 
r-- r--· -
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EXPLORATION IS SUCH THAT WE MAY BE OVER-REACHING OURSELVES. 

ADDED TO THE STUPENDOUS OUTLAYS FOR ARMAMENT, AND OUR 

FOREIGN AID, WE MAY BE SPENDING OURSELVES INTO BANKRUPTCY 

AND COLLAPSE. SUCH OVER-REACHING HAS HAPPENED TO PEACEFUL 

NATIONS IN THE PAST. 

• -I AM SURE THAT THIS COSTLY ADVENTURE INTO SPACE WILL 
I 

NOT BE ABANDONED, ESPECIALLY NOW THAT THE UNDERTAKING HAS 

COME TO HAVE A ~O~I!IC~AL, EVEN MORE THAN A SCIENTIFIC OB­

JECTIVE. BtLl' EVEN APART FROM THE COMPETITIVE AND PRESTIGE 

FEATURES INVOLVED WHICH HAVE GIVEN .1JJNDUE PRESS TO SPACE 
f'\ ,. . ,. .... ' ~ i.:.t, ·.-1.~ • f ~ • ., 

<I"\. •• , """ w wr-- '"""" ' / A 

EXPLOlTATIO . . HASTE AND :WASTE .. MAN'S ERADICABLE CURIOSITY 
- • r" ' /'-

WI~ INSURE ITS CONTIN.ffi TION ... WHAT rs UNKNOWN WILL ALWAYS 

INTRIGUE AND CHALLENGE THE QUESTING SPIRIT OF MAN. 

BUT IN ALL THIS COMME DABLE AN D INEVITABLE., EVEN IF 

COSTLY rEFFORT, ONE FACT MUST NOT BE OVER-LOOKED! HOWEVER 
• . ' . -t.. • - .,.._ . +-'I - . r::_ ' • ,- ' • J > r .Jt '- • '\; I - <., ' ~ • • i ~ •· ,,,... , /I ' --- ~ ... ... 

FAR WE ~Di.N SPACE A WE CA NE VER GO BEYOND OURSELVES. 

WHEREVER WE GO WE CARRY OURSELVES ALONG., WE ARE BOUND TO / t__,, .,.," 

' • -LIVE IN OUR OWN PERSONA L WORLD, OUR WORK, OUR FAMILIES, OUR 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS~ OUR COMMUNITY. WE MUST INESCAPABLY LIVE 

WITH OURSELVES! 

WE MIGHT PARAPHRASE PSALM 139: "WHITHER SHALL I ;GO 

FROM MY SPIRIT 1, IF I ASCEND UP INTO HEAVEN, I AM THERE; IF I 
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TAKE THE WINGS OF THE MORNING. AND DWELL IN THE UTTERMOST 

PARTS OF THE SEA, EVEN THERE WOULD MY HAND LEAD ME AND MY 
~ --

RIGHT HAND WOULD HOLD ME." 

PLANES MAY SPEED US TO THE MOST DISTANT LANDS AND, 

FROM LAUNCHING PADS, WE MAY BE HURTLED FAR OU.'f. INTO THE 

OUTER REACHES OF THE UNIVERSE BUT WHEREVER WE GO OR LAND 

AND HOWEVER FAST WE TRAVEL, OUR BODIES AND OUR SOULS, OUR 
. J,t.i 

INSTINCTS AND OUR PASSIONS, OUR VIRTUES AND OUR VICES/'GO WITH US . 
.... 

WE SHOULD/\ALW A YS BEAR IN MIND THAT ALL OUR ~1:_E-

COMMUNICA TIONS AND OUR TELE-TRANSPORTATIONS HAVE NOT GIVEN 
,. 

'l.'O' 
US A HAPPIER OR A MORE PEACEFUL WORLDc- AND THAT WE SHALL NOT 

i 
BE BUILDING JUSTER AND NOBLER COMMUNITIES ON EARTH BY DE-

SPATCHING AND LANDING A FEW ASTRONA U TS ON THE MOONc-, ALWAYS 

AND EVERYWHERE MAN REMA.INS MAN, AND HIS BASIC NEEDS AND 
.;~~ tvJ_ ~ -~~ ~ . 

APPETITE'S)\REMAIN UNCH NGED. 

THIS. TOO, WE SHOULD REMEMBER. HO~EVER FAR WE EXTE D 

OUR DOMAIN INTO THE SPACIOUS FIRMAMENT, THE REAL KINGDOM 
/; /'"' . 

·v - <.~.--
OVER WHICH WE EXERCISE/iDOM INION, THE TRUE DOMAIN OF OUR " • , ' , I 
SPIRITUAL SOVEREIGNTY ·C C~ TINUES-T O 'LIE WITHIN THE FRONTIERS 

OF OUR OWN HEARTS.., :FROM IT F LOW :ALL WEAL-AND WO , ALL GCOD 

AND EVIL FOR OURSELVES AND F OR OTHER~ HERE AND HERE ALONE 

-- ,-, --
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WE HOLD CROWN AND SCEPTRE BY DIVINE RIGHT_, · ..,. CREA TOR 0~ 
A ~ HAS ENDOWED US WITH THE FREEDOM TO EXERCISE WILL AND j 

CHOICE IN THE LITTLE WORLD WHICH IS OURSo THE RIGHT OF ACTIO 
AND THE RIGHT TO GIVE EXPRESSION TO OUR WILL AND CHOICE MAY 
SOMETIMES BE DENIED TO US BY HOSTILE FORCES BEY01 DOUR CONTROL,. I 
BUT WE CAN NEVER BE DEPRIVED OF OUR INNER FREEDOM, OUR 
THOUGHTS, OUR FEELINGS A D OVR. ASPIRATIONS AS FREE ME . ~OUR 

SOULS CAN NEVER BE BRIBED OR COERCED -- IF WE DO NOT WISH IT. 
ON A DAY LIKE ROSH HASHANAH WE ARE ASKED TO TURN OUR 

GAZE AWAY FROM THINGS FAR AWAY TO THINGS VERY EAR TO HOME --
FROM TELESCOPE, AS IT WERE, TO MICROSCOPE. IT rs GOOD FOR THE 

'. • • 
f'\ SOUL TO CONTEMPLATE THE VAST IMME SITIES OF THE UNIVERSE AND 0 

• "I 

BE FILLED WITH AWESOME REVERENCE A D MYSTIC ADORATION OF -GOD 

t­
WHO CREATED THEM. "LIFT UP 1YOUR EYES O HIGH AND SEE; WHO HA TH CREA TED THESE? 11 

/ . ._.,, HOWEVER, OUR GREAT TEACHERS
1
\TAUGHT US THAT EVEN I OUR 

,I \., I" ,. 

QUEST FOR GOD, WE SHOULD NOT LOOK FOR HIM IN THE DISTA 1- REGIO S 
OF THE SKIES, BUT NEAR AT HA TD. "GOD IS NEAR U TO ALL WHO CALL 
UPON HIM", "AS FOR ME, THE EAR 

I SS OF GOD IS MY GREATEST GOO . MAN SHOULD NEVER FORG T THAT "THE HEAVE SARE THE HEAVE S 
OF THE LORD; BUT -THE EARTH HE GAVE TO THE CHILDREN OF ME 

11 

IT IS HERE UPON EARTH THAT WE MUST MAKE: OUR APPOINTED PILGRIMAGE, 
• 

I • , ... 

t -- -



- 5 -

HERE LIVE, HERE DIE, HERE-FIND -W-HATEVER LOFJ'ffNESS WE .SEEK, . 
,.., ... . I - - . . . , . : .... -. .,JA. 

i , ,,. 4• ". .. .. • • • 

HERE SOAR, NOT NE-OESSARILY- N SPACE BUT, ON WINGS OF ASPIRATION, 

I TO THE CLIMBING ALTITUDES OF OUR SOULS.; 

ON ROSH HASHANAH WE ARE ASKED TO LOOK INTO OUR SOULS, 

CLOSELY. HOW GOES IT WITH US INWARDLY? WAS THE PAST YEAR WELL 
~ 

0 

SPENT BY US? DID WE USE OUR TALENTS AND OUR OPPORTUNl: TIES FOR 

PURPOSEFUL LIVI .G, WISELY A D WORTHILY? HOW GOES IT WITH OUR . . 
0 

MI DS? HAVE WE ENRICHED OUR STORE OF K OWLEDGE .. AND WISDOM1 

"FOR HE WHO DOES NOT I CREASE HIS K OWLEDG4 DECREASES IT. 11 HOW . ~ 

\ 
' ( . . ., 

GOES IT WITH OUR FAMILY? IS OUR HOUSE IN ORDER? IS IT SOU D, ... A -
\ . 

~ r ·J 

MO.:. IOUS , HAPPY-?. WHAT ABOUT OUR CHILDRE ? ·H.AV..E WE GIVE .THEM 

-W-HAT THEY EED OF OUR LOVE A D GUIDA CE? \ ARE THEY FIRM~Y 
,_ 

L KED TO US IN PRIDE A DA FECTIO OR ARE THEY DRIFT! G AWAY-~ 
- • * , II: ' 

• - ~ • 
ROSH HASHANAH WOULD HA VE US FOCUS A MICROSCOPE UPO 

OUR OWN ACTIONS, UPON OUR BUSI ESSA D PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES.­

HAS OUR CONDUCT BEE BEYOND REPROACH? AND UPON OUR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITIES, OUR CIVIC DUTIES, THE COMMITMENTS OF GOOD 

.... 
CITIZE SHIP -- HA VE THEY BEE ALL THAT THEY SHOULD HA VE BEE 

OR IS THERE ROOM, MUCH ROOM, FOR IMPROVEMENT? 

THIS rs THE WORLD WHICH WE ARE ASKED TO EXAMINE ON ROSH -
HASHANAH. C 

-> , 

,.. 
It. ;,.; - , - t } 'SEARCH ME, 0 GOD, A D 
' ~ . ,. 

KNOW MY HEART. TRY ME, A DK OW MY THOUGHTS, A D SEE IF THERE 

• • 
BE A Y ·Wh.:i IN ME THAT IS GRIEVOUS, AND LEAD ME BACK TO THE WAY 

, " ! . 1' ~, 
THAT IS EVERLASTING. 11 "GO TO YOUR BOSOM AND KNOCK THERE )A D - • -
ASK YOUR HEART WHAT IT DOTH K OW. 11 
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IF WE WISH TO PRESERVE OUR PERSO AL INDEPENDENCE IN 
. . • . ., 

AN AGE WHERE{ MAN MUST STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE AS A INDIVIDUAL, 

WHEREIN THE ROLE OF THE INDIVIDUAL HAS BEEN STEADILY RECEDI G 

INTO THE BACKGROUND, IT IS ESPECIALLY :LviPOR TANT THAT WE SHOULD 

LOOK TO THE SOUNDNESS OF OUR PRIVATE LIVES, ::ro. THE INNER 

SA CTUARY OF OUR SOULS, TO OUR PERSONAL INTEGRITY AND RECTITUDE 

OUR ONLY MEANS OF RESISTING THE RELENTLESS MERGER TRENDS OF OUR 

DAY, THE CORPORATE, ABSORPTION TENDENCIES, AND THE RUTHLESS 

FORMS OF POLITIC--A-L DICTATORSHIP WHICH ARE REDUCING THE STATURE 

OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO INSIG IFICANCE, IS FOR US TO ASSERT OUR 

I BERENT MORAL AUTHORITYs- THE CLEAN SPIRIT WHICH IS I US, A D 
' - -,,.., ., . ..... . 

OUR LOYALT--Y TO THE MORAL LIFE DEMA DED OF US BY OUR CREATOR 
I' 

WHO ENDOWED US WITHAUNALIENABLE RIGHTS WHICH WE CHERISH
1

A 1 

• ~' .,;1 • .... 

TREASURE A D REFUSE TO SURRE DER. ;-. 

PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE HAS ALWAYS BEEN VERY DEAR TO 

US JEWS. PROFESSOR ALBERT EINSTEI O CE DECLARED THAT I STRIVI G 

AFTER KNOWLEDGE FOR ITS OWN E:r-:iD, LOVE FOR JUSTICE BORDERI G 

0 FANATICISM1 AND STRIVI G AFTER PERSO AL INDEPENDENCE --
~ . 

THESE ARE THE INCENTIVES OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE'S TRADITION, WHICH 

MAKE ME REGARD MY BELO GING TO THEM AS A GIFT FROM FATE. ' 

ROSH HASHANAH WOULD REMI DUS THAT THIS PERSO , AL I -

DEPE DENCE GOES HA DIN HA D WITH PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, 

I 
- - --. ---
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THAT O O E rs FREE WHO IS THE WILLI G SLAVE OF FASSIO S, VICE - --
A D SIN, AND THAT NO ONE rs A SLAVE WHO rs THE WILLIN"G SERVA1 T 

OF GOD. 

IN OUR ATIONAL LIFE, TOO, WE HAVE BEEN LIVING, I AM AFRAID1 

- -
TOO FAR BEYOND OURSELVES, I DISTA T PLACES OUR PEOPLE HAVE 

BEEN ASKED TO CENTER THEIR ATTENTION UPON .BER1..1N, LAOS, VIET AM, . 

THE CO GO -- ON FOREIG LA DS, THOUSA DS OF MILES AWAY, A D 

UFO FOREIGN PEOPLES. AS IF IT WERE I THOSE PLACES A D AMO G 
,, 

THOSE PEOPLE THAT . OUR REAL DESTI1 Y LAY! MANY OF OUR PEOPLE 

HAVE BEGUILED THEMSELVES I TO THI KING THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF 

THE FREE WORLD WHICH Vv'E HAVE ASSUMED MEA S THAT WE ARE 

COMMITTED TO ESTABLISH OR DEFEND DEMOCRACY, BASIC HUMA 

RIGHTS AND RACIAL EQUALITY EV ;ERYWHEREt I THE MOST DISTANT 

PAR TS OF AFRICA AND ASIA, WHILE IG ORING .. THESE SAME RIGHTS 

AND FLAU TING RACIAL EQUALITY HERE AT HOME. 

0 ONE WOULD WISH OUR COUNTRY TO ISOLATE ITSELF FROM THE 

REST OF THE WORLD -- OR CA IT. 1 0 ATION IS A ISLA DU TO 

, .,.,. ,,,,• ,.• 

ITSELF. WE ARE 'PART OF AN I TER-RELATED CO MUNITY OF ATIO S. 

WE HA VE OBLIGA TIO S A D COMMITME . TS. BUT FOREIG RELA TIO S, 

HOWEVER EXTENSIVE, \VILL NOT GIVE US DOMESTIC TRA QUILITY AND 

STABILITY. A CONTENTED CITIZE RY, PROFITABLY EMPLOYED, LIVI G 

UNDER FAIR A D EQUITABLE LAWS, WHICH ARE JUSTLY E FORCED 

,---
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WITHOUT FAVOR OR DISCRIMI ATION, WILL INSURE OUR SURVIVAL AS 

A FREE ATIO AND WILL INSPIRE EMULATION ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

IT IS NOT COMMUNISM WHICH THREATENS OUR ECONOMIC SYSTEM, BUT . 
THI GS MUCH CLOSER TO HOME --CORPORATE CORRUPTION A N D GREED 

IN HIGH PLACES, PROFITEERI G SCANDALS, SECRET CO SPIRACIES ON 

THE PART OF RESPO SIBLE EXECUTIVES TO CIRCUMVENT A .,. D DEF EAT 

THE LAW FOR THE SAKE OF LARGER PROFITS, AND CO SCIE CELESS 

\ 

LABOR RACKETEERING. IT IS THESE EVILS WHICH EAT AT THE HEART 
('.. 

OF OUR SYSTEM OF FREE E TERPRISE. 
\ 

SOME OF OUR PEOPLE HAVE COME TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THAT -'-

ECESSARY FOR THE PEACE A D SECURITY OF AMERICA IS TO FULMI ATE 

AGAI ST COMMU ISM, A D TO POINT THE :FI GER OF ACCUSATIO A D 

CO DEMNATION .AGAINST OTHER ATIO S. E A CULPA , IS NOT I THEIR 
,... 

VOCABULARY OUR RABBIS TAUGHT US DIFFERENTLY --

\ 

) ' \-.... -- "DO NOT TAU T YOUR NEIGHBOR WITH THE BLEMISH -
YOU YOURSELF HA VE. " AND 

ADORN YO RSELF, AND THE 

•. 't .,. ·,, ( '... J_l I / ~-- I : ' 'FIRST 

t :.t -

ADOR OTHERS", THAT IS: 1 BE JUST 

" 
YOURSELF. BEFORE DEMA DI GIT OF OTf-E RS". THE A CIE1 T PROPHETS 

. 
OF ISRAEL, WHO WERE , NO 'l" E TEMIES OF THEIR PEOPLE ,BUT VIH O LOVED 

I I 

WITH A BOU DLESS LOVE, WERE NEVERTHELESS UNSPARING IN 

DE OU CI G THEIR PEOPLE'S FAIL GS AND SHORT-COMINGS EVE AS 
I 

THEY DENOUNCED THE WRO G~ OF OTHER ATIONS. 'FOR THREE 

TRANSGRESSIO S OF DA ASCUS, YEA FOR FOUR I WILL OT REVERSE 

r 
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MY JUDGMENT", DECLARED THE PROPHET AMOS, "NOR FOR THE 

TRANSGRESSIONS OF GAZA, AND TYRE, AND EDOM AND AMMON A D 

MOAB. " "BUT EITHER WILL I REVERSE MY JUDGMENT FOR THE 

TRA SGRESSIO S OF JUDAH A D ISRAEL." 0 THE CO TRARY, GOD'S .. ,., 

JUDGMENT WILL FALL MORE SEVERELY UPON JUDAH AND ISRAEL.' 

THE -CO1 TRARY, - GOD's JUDGMENT WILL FALL MORE SEVERELY UPO1 

0 

JUDAH A D ISRAEL, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD :BESTOWED MANY FAVORS 

UPON THEM. II 

1_, ;'; ~ ,:, • "LET US SEARCH OUR OWN WAYS -- .;_ 

AND EXAMINE THEM THOROUGHLY." 

WHAT OF OUR APPALLING ATIO AL RECORD OF BROKE HOMES 

A D DIVORCES? WHAT OF OUR STAGGERING TOLL OF JUVE ILE DE­

LINQUENCY? WHAT OF THE SLUMS IN OUR OW CITIES? WHAT OF THE .. 
RECURRENT OUTBREAKS OF BIGOTRY AND I TOLERANCE HERE A D ~ 

'\ ,- - . ' •' , "i ' .-
, A,. ,. "> .. 

' p, • ' 

THERE, AGAINSTJTHIS OR THAT GROUP OF OUR CITIZENS? WHAT OF OUR .. 
I,, 

HUGE WAR-MACHINE, AND OUR NUCLEAR TESTING .WHICH' IS POISO I G 
( 

THE ATMOSPHERE, A D THE MAD ARMAME T RACE I WHICH WE ARE 

E GAGED WHICH IS DRIVI GOUR WORLD TO THE BRINK OF A IHILATIO ? 

IF WE DO NOT REACH THE MOO IN FIFTY YE-:ARS, NOTH! G WILL BE LOST . 

• BUT, IF WE DO _NOT ESTABLISH PEACE O EARTH IN .. FIFTY :YEARS, OURS , 

WILL BE A BURNT-OUT FLA ET WHOSE I HABITA TS WILL HAVE 

DESTROYED THEMSELVES THROUG~I FIERY BOMBS AND THEIR POISO OUS ' . . .,. ,. ... 
• l ; 

FALL-OUT. A HOUSE-CLEA1 I G IS CLEARLY I ORDER! HERE IS MUCH 

WORK TO BE DONE. HERE IS A CHALLENGE FOR EVERY MA A D WOMA J. 

• t 
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FORTUNATELY, ALL THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE CAN BE DO E -­

IF WE FRA KLY AND HONESTLY CO FRONT OURSELVES --IF WE 

SWITCH THE DISTA T SEARCH-LIGHT O TO THE SCENE HERE AT HOME, 

. IF WE REFUSE TO BE DISTRACTED BY WHAT IS OVER THERE. ' THIS 

COMMA D WHICH I COMMAND YOU THIS DAY IS NOT FAR OFF ... IT IS 
• 

NOT IN HEAVEN, NEITHER IS IT BEYO D THE ~SEA. BUT IT rs VERY 

EAR UNTO You. IN YOUR MOUTH AND I YOUR HEART TO DO IT. ft 

FOR ALL THE AME DS -A D REC TIFICA TIO S IN OUR A TIO AL 

A D PRIVATE LIVES FOR WHICH THIS HOLY DAY OF ROSH HASHA AH 

CALLS, WE REQUIRE COURAGE A D WISDOM A D, ABOVE ALL, 

HUMILITY. IF WE BELIEVE OURSELVES TO BE PERFECT, BEYO D 

REPROACH., IF THE FAULT IS EVER OURS, A D THE GUILT rs ALWAYS 

T HEIRS, THERE IS NO HOPE FOR US. 

. .. ( 

/ 1 

"STILL STA DS THINE A CIENT SACRIFICE, 

A HUMBLE A DA CO .. TRITE HEART." 
.. 

. 
-· 

r.. 
I 

I , I 

I • I .. . -. 

- --, 

I 



ROSH HASHANA SERMON 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

Sept mber - 1962 

OUR AGE HAS FOCU ED ITS ATTENTION ON DISTANT SPAC S 

ANDO FAR-AWAY THINGS. PEOPLE ARE DEEP'LY INTERESTED TO 

FIND OUT HOW FAR MAN CAN GET AWAY FROM THE EARTH, AND HOW 

SPEEDILY HE CAN ORBIT AROUND IT. THE HEROES OF OUR DAY ARE 

THE ASTRONAUTS, THOSE CAP ULED NAVIGATORS OF OUTER SPACE. 

WE HAVE BECOME WATCHERS OF THE SKIES. GREAT N'l\TIONS ARE IN 

FEVERISH COMPETITION TO EACH THE OON, AND TO SEND ROCKETS 

TO PLANETS MILLIO S OF ILES AWA . 

THE TWENTIETH CE TO Y HAS GIV US WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED 

"THE AGE OF THE TELE". T L , •• • • • A GREEK WORD WHICH MEA S 

FAR, FAR OFF. THIS CENTURY HAS GIVEN US THE TELEGRAM AND THE 

TELEGRAPH, THE TELESCOPE AND TELEVISION. NOW WE HA VE THE 

TELSTAR. 

THE EXPLORATION OF OUTER S ACE HAS NOT BEEN AN IDLE 

PAST- TIME OF A FEW GEO- PHYSICISTS AND ENGINEERS. IT IS IN-. 

CREASINGL Y :ENGROSSING TH THOUGHT, LABOR AND WEAL TH OF 

NATIO S. WE HAVE BECOME VERY EARNE TLY CO CERNED ABOUT IT. 

OUR NATIO AL BUDGET HAS COME UNDER A DISTURBING, SO E SAY 

A BALEFUL PLANETARY INFLUE CE. THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE 

EXPRE SED THE FEA THAT THE COST INVOLVED IN OUR SPACE 
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XPLORATION IS SUCH THAT WE MAY BE OVER- REACHING OURSELVES. 

ADDED TO THE STUPENDOUS OUTLAYS FOR ARMAMENT, AND OUR 

FOREIGN AID, WE MAY BE SPENDING OURSELVES INTO BANKRUPTCY 

AND COLLAPSE. SUCH OVER - REACHI G HAS HAPPENED TO PEACE FUL 

NATIONS IN THE PAST. 

I AM SURE THAT Tl-llS COSTLY ADVENTURE INTO SPACE WILL 

NOT BE ABANDONED. ESPECIALLY NOW TH.AT THE UNDERTAKING HAS 

COME TO HAVE A POLITICAL, EVEN MORE THAN A SCIENTIFIC OB ­

JECTIVE. BUT EVEN .APART FROM THE COMPETITIVE AND RESTIGE 

FEATURES INVOLVED WHICH HAVE GIVEN: DUE PRESS TO SPACE 

WILL INSURE ITS CONTIN 

INTRIGUE A D CHALLENGE TH QUEST! 

KNOW WILL ALWAYS 

PIRIT OF MAN. 

BUT IN ALL THIS CO END.ABLE .AND INEVITABLE. EVE 

COSTLY :EFFORT, 0 E FACT MUST NOT BE OVER- LOOKED! HOWEVER 

FAR WE GO IN SP CE, WE CAN NEVER GO BEYOND OURSELVES. 

WHEREVER WE GO WE CARRY OURSELVES ALO G., WE ARE BOUND TO 

LIVE IN OUR OWN P SONAL WORLD, OUR WORK, OUR FAMILIES, OUR 

CIRC LE OF FRIENDS. OUR CO MUNIYY. WE MUST INESC.APABL Y LIVE 

WITH OURSELVES! 

WE MIGHT PARAPHRAS PSALM 139: "WHITHER SHALL I :GO 

FROM MY SPIRIT? IF I ASCE D UP INTO HEAVEN. I AM THERE; IF I 
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ETHE WINGS OF THE MO NING. A D DWELL IN THE UTTERMOST 

PARTS OF THE SEA, EVEN THERE WOULD MY HAND LEAD ME AND MY 

RIGHT HAND WOULD HOLD E . 11 

PLANES Y SPEED U TO THE MOST DISTANT LANDS ND, 

FRO LAU CHING PADS, WE AY BE HURTLED FAR OUT INTO THE 

OUT R REACHES OF THE UNIV ;JRSE. BUT WHEREVER WE GO OR LA D 

AND HOWEVER FAST WE TRAVE L , OUR BODIES A DOUR SOULS, OUR 

STINCT AND OUR PASSIO S, OUR VIRTUES AND OOR VICES GO ITH US. 

WE SHOULD AL AY BEAR I IND THAT ALL OUR TELE-

COM UNICATIO S DOUR T~L - TR ORT TIO S HAVE NOT GIVEN 

US A HAPPIER OR A MOR P E CEFUL • AND THAT WE S ALL NOT 

B BUILDING JUSTER A D OBL R CO IT SON EARTH BY DE• 

SPATCHING AND L D GA FE A T ONAUT ON THE MOON. ALWAYS 

AND EVERYWHERE N E AINS MAN, A D HI BASIC EEDS A D 

APPETITES REMAIN UNCHANG • D. 

THIS , TOO, WE SHOULD REMEMBER. HOWEVE FAR WE EXTE D 

OUR DO AIN INTO TH SPACIOU FIRMAMENT, THE REAL KINGDOM 

OVE \1/HICH WE EXERC E DO I ION, THE TRUE DOMAI OF OU 

SPIRITUAL SOVEREIGNTY CO TINUES TO LIE WI THIN THE FRO T RS 

OF OU OWN HEARTS. :FROM IT FLOW ALL WEAL AND OE, ALL GOD O 

AND EVIL FOR OURSELVES AND FOR OTHERS. HERE A D HERE ALONE 
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WE HOLD CROWN AND SCEPTRE BY DIVINE RIGHT. THE CREATOR OF 

ALL HAS ENDOWED US ITH THE FREEDOM TO EXERCISE WILL AND 

CHOICE IN THE LITTLE WORLD WHICH I OURS. THE RIGHT OF ACTION 

AND THE RIGHT TO GIVE EXPRESSION TO OUR WILL AND CHOICE MAY 

SOMETIMES BE DENIED TO US BY HOSTILE FORCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL. 

BUT WE CAN NEVER BE DEPRIVED OF OUR INNER FREEDOM, OU 

THOUGHTS, OUR FEELINGS AND OUR ASPIRATIONS AS FREE MEN. :OUR 

SOULS CAN NEVER BE BRIBED OR COERCED -- IF E DO NOT WISH IT. 

ON A DAY LIKE ROSH HASHANAH WE ARE A KED TO TURN DR 

GAZE AWAY FROM THINGS FAR AWAY TO THINGS VERY EAR TO HOME -­

FRO TELESCOPE, AS IT ERE, TO IC OS OPE. IT IS GOOD FOR THE 

SOUL TO CO TEMPLATE T VAST M I IES OF THE UNIVERSE AND 

BE FILLED WITH AW SO E REVERE CE D MY TIC ADORATION OF GOD 

WHO CREATED THEM. "LIFT UP : YOUR EYES ON HIGH AND EE; WHO 

HATH CREATED THESE?tt 

HOWEVE , OUR GREAT TEACH TAUGHT US THAT EVE IN OUR 

QUEST FOR GOD, WE SHOULD OT LOOK FOR HIM IN THE DISTANT REGIONS 

OF THE SKIES, BUT NEAR AT HAND. "GOD S NEAR UNTO ALL WHO CALL 

UPON HI " , 11AS FOR ME, THE NEARNESS OF GOD MY GR ATEST GOOD. " 

MAN SHOULD N VER FORGET THAT "THE HEAVEN ARE THE HEAVENS 

OF THE LORD; BUT THE EA TH HE G VE TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. " 

IT IS HERE UPON EARTH THAT WE MUST MAKE OUR APPOINTED P ILGRIMAGE, 
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HERE LIVE , HERE DIE , HERE FIND WHATEVER LOFTINESS WE SEEK, 

HERE SOAR, OT NECESSARILY IN SPACE BUT, ON WING OF ASPIRATION, 

INTO THE CL BING ALTITUDES OF OUR SOULS. 

ON O H HASHANAH WE ARE ASKED TO LOO INTO OUR SOULS, 

CLOSELY. HOW GOES IT WITH US ARDLY? A THE PAST YEAR WELL 

SPE T BY US? DID WE USE OUR TALE rs AND OUR OP ORTU I TIES FOR 

PUR OSEFUL LIVING, W ELY :A D ORTH! Y? HO GOES IT TTH OUR 

I DS? AVE EE RICHED OUR STORE OF K OWLEDGE .A D ISDOM? 

"FOR HE WHO DOES OT INCREASE HI KNOWLEDG DECREASES IT." HOW 

GOES IT WITH OUR FAMILY? IS OUR HOUSE I ORDER? IS IT SOU D, HAR -

liltiOOIOil~p. HAPPY? WHAT ABOUT OUR CHILDREN? : VE WE GIVE :THEM 

HAT THEY NEED OF OUR LOVE A D 

LINKED TO US IN PRIDE ND AFFECTION 

C ? ARE THEY FIRMLY 

ARE THEY DRIFTING AWAY --

ROSH HASHANAH OULD HA US FOCUS A ICROSCOPE UPON 

OUR OWN ACTIONS, UPO OUR BUSIN 'SS AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES. 

HAS OUR ca DUCT BEE BEYOND RE ROACH? AND UPON OUR OCIAL 

RESPONSIBIL ITIES, OUR CIVIC DUT , S, THE COM ITMENTS OF GOOD 

CITIZENSHIP -- HA VE THEY BEEN AL THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE BEE 

OR IS THERE ROO , MUCH ROOM, FO I PROVEMENT? 

THIS IS THE WORLD WHICH W ARE ASKED TO EXAMI E O ROSH 

HSSHANAH. ( 
) "SEARCH ME, 0 GOD, AND 

KNOW MY HEART. TRY ME, A D 0 MY THOUGHTS, AND EE IF THERE 

BE ANY WAY IN ME THAT IS GRIEVOUS, A D LEAD ME BACK TO THE WAY 

THAT IS EVERLASTING." "GO TO YOUR BOSO 

ASK YOUR HEART WHAT IT DOTH KNOW." 

D KNOCK TH RE A D 
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IF WE WISH TO PRESERVE OUR ERSONAL INDEPENDENCE IN 

AN AGE WHEREIN MAN MUST TRUGGLE TO SURVIVE AS AN INDIVIDUAL. 

HEREIN THE ROLE OF THE INDIVIDU L HAS E ..... N STEADILY EC DI G 

INTO HE B CKGROUND. IT IS ESPEC LL PORTA T THAT E SHOULD 

LOOK TO THE SOUNDNE S OF OUR PRIVATE LIV s. TO fHE 

A CTUARY OF OUR SOULS. TO OUR PERSONAL INT GRITY 

E 

D CTITUDE. 

OUR O LY MZ NS OF RE I T G THE R L TLE ERG R TRE OF OUR 

DAY. THE CORPO AT , AB ORPTI TE D C S, RUTHLES 

FORMS OF POLITICAL DIC TA TORSHIP CH A E R • UCI G T s URE 

OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO INSIG IFICA C , IS FO US O ASSE T OU 

I HER~ T ORAL AU HO ITY, HE C IT WHICH IS I US, 

OUR LOYALT TOT O AL LIFE DE D OF U BY OU C 

ND 

A OR 

OE DO ITH U LIE ABL S HICH W C RISH A D 

TR ASURE A D R FUS TO SURBE D CJ • 

P RSO L I DE DENCE HA AL A Y BE N V Y D A TO 

U JE S. PROF S,..OR ALB T I ST I O CJ DECLA D THAT" T IVING 

A TER KN LEDGE OR ITS O END, LOV O JUSTICE BO I G 

0 FA ATICISM, A ST AFT P RSO AL I D E D C 

TH S A E THE I CE TIVE OF THE JE I H E L ' R DI IO , HICH 

MAK MER GARD Y LO GI G TO TH AG T F O FA 

ROSH HA A AH OULD I DU HAT THIS ERSO~u... IN-

D PE DENCE GOE HA DI H D ITH PERSO AL RESPO SIBI ITY, 
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THAT NO ONE I FREE WHO I THE I LLI GS VE OF PASSIO S, VICE -
AND SIN, AND T T NO ONE IS A SLAVE WHO IS THE IL G SE VA T 

OF GOD. 

INOU ATIONAL LIF , TOO, I E V EE IV! G, I M FRAID, 

TOO FAR BEYO DOU ELVES, I DI TANT LAC 1 . OU 

B E SK D TO C TER THEIR A TT NTIO U 0 , LA s, TNAM, 

THE CO GO -- 0 OREIGN L ,. D , ND OF I A , 

UPON FO EIG p OPL s. AS IF I ERE 0 L C 

THOSE PEOP ET R R AL D STI Y L Y ! 

HAVE B GUILED HE SEL V S INTO T KI G H T THE E D 

0 L 

OF 

HA 'E 

C M ITTED TO ~ST LISH OR DEFE 

RIGH S AND R CIA 

PA TS OF AFRICA 

UALITY EV RY 

A D LAU T G CIAL au LITY 

A THAT E 

ACY , A IC A 

, I TH• 

G THEE A 

THO E . 

TD TA T 

RIG T 

0 ON ISH OU COU T Y TO I OLATE IT E 0 TH 

TO 

ATION . 

... ES OF THE O LD -- OR C IT. NO I D 

ITSELF. W• AR P TO A INTE - L 

E HAY OBUGA IO AND CO ,.1IT E T . U 0 L TON , 

HO EVE XTENSIVE, ILL NOT GIV U DO E TIC A U ITY A D 

STABILITY. A CO T T DC TI EN • y D, IVING 

U D FA D QUIT BL LA S, CH A E JUST Y FORC D 
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WITHOUT FA R OR DISCRI riINATIO , IL I SU E OU SURV VAL AS 

A FREE NATION A D ILL PIRE MULA TIO L OVER TH ORLD. 

IT IS HICH THR IC Y TE , BUT 

THI G MUCH C OSE TO HOME - -CORPO AT ORRU TIO GEED 

ACIES ON I H GH P CES, P FIT E I G SC ND LS, EC ET CO S 

THE PART OF RESPO S 

TI "\\ F R THE AK OF LARGE P 

A O R CK T 

OF OUR SYST 

ING. IT IS T 

ER • 

0 -1E OF U AVE CO 

CE A FO 

TCOM U 

CO E TI 

voe BULA Y. 

YOU YOU s L-.:' 

DO.NY URE 

y u LF, EF 

0 I RA L , 0 

ITH BOU D E 

• 

EAC A D E 

D TO POI T 

GA E 

R RAB TAUGH 

-- 11 D0 OT TAU T 

II D • 

DON 

DING IT 

R E E 

. w RE 

u 

OU 

H 

F O' 

0 T 

D DEFEAT 

IT, CI CEL SS 

mcH T .T TH HE T 

TO 4 LI ETH LL TH T 

0 A E IC I TO UL INATE 

0 ACC TIO A D 

I THEm 

--
EIGHBO WITH THE BLE ISH 

"Fl T 

R " • TH T . E JU . 

" TH A 0 H TS • 

EI w 0 LOVED 

I G 

D UNCING T I p OPL ' I G AN 0 -CO I G AS 

THEY D OU CED TH R OTHER NATI . "FO 

TRAN RESSIO S OF DA ASCU , Y A 0 OUR I WILL NOT R VE E 
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Y JUDG. E T" , DECLARED THE P PH T 10 , " OR FO T E 

TRA SG JS IO O GA , A D TYR , D 

M AB. " " UT L I REYE S Y 

ON A 

T FOR THE 

TRA SG ESSIONS • JUDAH D I -=--- '' 0 

J .. ...,. .... ~,.,,._.,.....,,...--.-,., ... 

T CO TRARY, OD' JUDG ENT 

JUDAH A IS A , B C U ~ THE L D: TOE 

UFO THE . 11 

A D EXA INE 

" ET U SEARCH OUR OW 

CROUGH Y. II 

0 

U 0 

AVOR 

T OF O R P I G OR D F B O E HO ES 

D DIVORCES? 

LI UENCY? HAT OF U I 

R CU RE TOUT 

THERE , INST 

HUG WAR - AC 

AK O BIGO 

T T GROUP 

, AND OU UC E 

OF JUV D -

S? WHA F TH 

INT C E D 

OUR ? HAT OF OUR 

TI G HIC H I .... ...,..... G 

TH~ AT OSPHERE, A D THE E T ACE I E 

E GAG D HICH IS D GOU WO L TO RN FAN I ATIO ? 

IF E DO NOT EAC 00 I FI:E' Y Y J , NOTHI G 

BUT, IF VE DO OT ES B ISH PE C ONE TH I 

IL A - OUT P A T O E T T V 

D ST OY D TH YES TH OUGH I 

F - OUT. A HOU E - CLEANING C 

WORK TO BE DONE. HER IS A CHALL G 0 

ND THE RP 

D R ! HERE IS 

V RY MA A D 

0 T . 

, OURS 

UCH 

OMAN . 
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FOR TUNA TEL Y, ALL THAT NEED TO BE DO CAN BE DO --

IF WE FRANKLY AND HONESTLY CONFRO T OURSELVES - -IF WE 

SWITCH THE DISTANT SEARCH- LIGH ONTO THE SCENE HERE AT HO E , 

IF WE REFUSE TO BE DISTRACTED B WHAT IS OVER THERE. " HIS 

COMMAND WHICH I COMMAND YOU THIS DAY IS NOT F OFF ... IT IS 

NOT IN HEAVEN, EITHER IS IT BEY ND THE: EA. BUT IT S VERY 

NEAR UNTO YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH A D IN YOUR HEART TO DO IT. " 

FOR ALL THE E DS A D RECTIFICATIO OU TIO AL 

A D PRIVATE LIVES FOR WHICH TlnS HOLY DAY OF ROSH HA HANAH 

CALLS, REQUIRE COURAGE AN ISD A D, BOV ALL, 

HU ILITY. IF E BELIEVE OURS V PERFECT, BEYO D 

REPROACH, IF THE FAULT I EV R UR , A D THE GUILT IS AL A 

<D Ems. THE E I O HOPE FOR U . 

" STIL ST DS THI ANCIENT ACRIFIC , 

AN HU BLEA DA CO TRITE HEART." 




