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SUCCOTH - 1962 

- IN ONLY A FEW SHORT DAYS, FROM THE TENTH TO THE FIFTEENTH 

/ OF TISHRI, WE PASS FROM THE SOLEMN SEASON OF PENITENCE AND 

FASTING TO THE SEASON OF REJOICING AND THANKSGIVING --FROM 

') 

YOM KIPPUR TO SUCCOTH -- FROM '-"' le. I " J TO .. . 
HERE THE EMPHASIS IS DIFFERENT. PERHAPS WE MAY BEST 

L I I 

CHARACTERIZE THE DIFFERENCE BY SAYING THAT IN THE ROSH HASHANAH­

YOM KIPPUR PERIOD, OUR FAITH STRESSES OUR KINSHIP WITH GOD; I 

SUCCOTH, OUR KINSHIP WITH NATURE THE HANDIWORK OF GOD IN 

THE "TEN DAYS OF RETURN" WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS WITH OUR HANDS 

UNTO GOD", ASKING FOR FORGIVENESS FOR WHAT WE H~VE. DONE ,. 
WRONGFULLY. ON SUCCOTH WE LIFT UP THE PALM, THE CITRON AND 

THE FRUIT OF GOODLY TREES AND THANK GOD FOR THE BEAUTIFUL 

THINGS WHICH HE HAS CREA TED IN HIS WORLD FOR THE DELIGHT AND 

SUSTENANCE OF MAN. 

BUT WHILE THE EMPHASIS IS DIFFERENT, THE SUBSTANCE IS THE 

SAME. FOR THE GOD OF THE MORAL LAW, WHOM THE SOLEMN HOLY 

DAYS PROCLAIM, IS ALSO THE GOD OF NATURE TO WHOM THE HAR VEST 

FESTIVAL OF SUCCOTH IS DEDICATED. JUST AS GOD IS MADE MANIFEST 

IN THE MORAL LAW OF JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND COMPASSION, AS DEFINED 

IN OUR TORAH, SO DOES GOD REVEAL HIMSELF IN NATURE, WHICH CAN 

ALSO BE FOR US .A TORAH. FROM IT, TOO, WE CAN LEARN MANY DEEP 

LESSONS. 
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loNE MAJOR LESSON WHICH WE MAY LEARN•I; ;HAT NOTHING IS L-~ - ,, 
STATIC I:: :~_·_ ~~::=, NOTHING IS CHANGELESS. IN SOME PHENOMENO 

I 

OF NATURE, CHANGE IS VERY SUDDEN AND DRAMA TIC, SUCH AS VOLCANIC 

ERUPTIONS, EARTHQUAKES, TORNADOES; IN OTHERS, CHANGE IS 

HARDLY PERCEPTIBLE, LIKE THE QUIET ACTION OF WINDS AND WAVES 

AND THE SLOW MOVEMENT OF GLACIERS. BUT CHANGE, NEVERTHELESS, 

GOES ON. IN ALL ORGANIC LIFE THERE IS CEASELESS ADAPTIBILITY; -
CYCLES OF GROWTH AND DECAY. IN PLANT LIFE THERE IS THE BUD, -
THE BLOSSOMING, THE FRUIT AND THE WITHERING. IN MAN THERE IS 

BIRTH, GROWTH AND DEATH. NOTHING REMAINS INDEFINITELY THE SAME. 

THERE IS A LESSON IN ALL THIS FOR MANKIND. THERE ARE TWO 

FORCES WHICH ARE CONSTANTLY AT WORK IN HUMAN SOCIETY --

THE INSTINCT TO CONSERVE AND THE DRIVE TO CHANGE. THE INSTINCT 

TO CONSERVE, TO KEEP THINGS AS THEY ARE IS VERY STRONG AMONG 

MEN. THEY KNOW THAT CHANGE IS FRAUGHT WITH UNCERTAINTY, AT 

TIMES WITH DA GER. WHY RISK EXPERIME TATION? WHY NOT STAY 

WITH TRADITION? SOCIAL HABITS ARE DEEP GROOVES. IT IS EASIER -
TO STAY IN GROOVES THAN TO GET OUT OF THEM. IT IS FAR SIMPLER TO 

DO A THING BECAUSE THAT IS HOW IT HAS BEEN DONE RIGHT ALONG, OR 

THAT IS THE WAY ALL OTHER MEN DO IT. WE FEEL OURSELVES SAFE AND 

WE LIKE TO THI NK OURSELVES FREE WITHIN OUR CUSTOMARY ROUTINE 

OF THOUGHT, ATTITUDE AND ACTION. PEOPLE FIND PSYCHOLOGICAL 

SECURITY IN CONSERVATISM, REGARDLESS OF WHAT ELSE THEY FIND. 
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BUT THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN ANOTHER FORCE AT WORK IN -
SOCIETY -- A DRIVE TO CHANGE, TO EXPERIMENT, TO PROBE INTO 

THE UNKNOWN. PERHAPS THERE IS A BETTER WAY OF DOING THIS 

MOUNTAINS. PERHAPS THERE ARE NEW LANDS BEYOND THE SEAS-. 

PERHAPS THERE ARE HIDDEN SOURCES OF POWER IN NATURE WHICH 

WE SHOULD EXPLORE. PERHAPS SLAVERY AND POVERTY AND WAR 

AND RACIAL HATE ARE NOT THE LAST WORD AND CAN BE DONE AWAY 

WITH. THIS IS THE SPIRIT OF INQUIRY WHICH IS AT WORK IN MAN, THE 

PIONEERING SPIRIT, THE ADVENTURING URGE WHICH IS NOT AFRAID TO - -
STRIKE OUT ALONG NEW AND UNFAMILIAR ROADS. 

THESE TWO FORCES HA VE BEEN AT WAR, MORE OR LESS, W: TH EACH 

OTHER SINCE THE BEGINNING OF TIME. THEY ARE STILL AT WAR TODAY -­

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN WHAT~ AND WHAT OUGHT OR MIGHT B~ 

BETWEEN SHELTER AND PROGRESS, BETWEEN CAUTION AND ENTERPRISE. -
IN OUR DAY THOSE WHO FEAR ALL CHANGE AND WHO ARE CONVINCED 

THAT SOCIAL SECURITY IS TO BE FOUND ONLY IN CONSERVING THE OLD, 

IN REMAINING INTRENCHED IN THE OLD WAYS, HAVE RESORTED TO 

DESPERATE WEAPONS TO S OP ALL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE• 
..,. • \. I 

FASCISM, NAZIIS , AND RACIAL VIOLEN E. THESE MEN ARE BLIND TO -" THE INEXORABLE LAW OF CHANGE WHICH GOVERNS ALL NATURE AND 

ALL LIFE -- AND THEY ARE DOOMED! BUT THEY WILL NOT LET GO 

BEFORE THEY CAUSE MUCH MISERY AND RUIN IN "'"'~CL~ 

--... ....... 
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ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE ARE THOSE IN OUR DAY WHO WELCOME -
ALL CHANGE, REGARDLESS. ;y~ ALSO RESORT TO DESPERATE WEAPONS,'° 

TO BLOODY REVOLUTION AND DICTATORSHIP, TO .Htilt-tN-8'-f-F-~iilQ,~ T 

--+IH.i BLIND IDOLATRY OF CHANGE, 

DESTRUCTION OF OLD WAYS AND TIME-HONORED INSTITUTIONS JUST 

BECAUSE THEY ARE OLD, AND NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE FALSE,A L ADS 

TO CHAOS, NOT TO PROGRESS. THESE MEN, TOO, ARE DOOMED, BUT 

THEY, TOO, WILL NOT RELINQUISH THEIR HOLD BEFORE THEY CAUSE 

MUCH SUFFERING IN THE WORLD. 

SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN IS THE GOLDEN MEANS. OUR FESTIVAL -
OF SUCCOT SYMBOLICALLY SUGGESTS THIS GOLDEN MEANS. SUCCAH IS - - ~ 

A BOOTH -- A TEMPORARY DWELLING PLACE -- WHICH OUR FOREFATHERS 

BUILT ON THEIR WAY TO THE PROMISED L A ND. A SUCCAH rs NOT A -
PERMANENT DWELLING PLACE. A SETTLED COMMUNITY DOES NOT LIVE 

IN TENTS. OUR ANCESTORS WERE TOLD TO DWELL IN BOOTHS -- TO BE 

ALWAYS READY TO MOVE ON -- NEVER TO STAY PUT UNTIL THEY REACH 

THIS GOAL -- \'., -, \J --. THEY MARCHED, THEY RESTED, AND - "" 
THEN THEY MARCHED ON AGAIN. THIS IS THE LAW OF HUMAN PROGRESS. -

BUT EVEN IN THEIR WANDERINGS AND AT THE VERY OUTSET OF 

THEIR WANDERINGS, THEY WERE GIVEN A TORAH -- A SET OF GUIDING 

MORAL PRINCIPLES FOR PROGRESS. THEY WERE ALSO COMMANDED TO 

BUILD AND TO CARRY ALONG WITH THEM IN THEIR WANDERINGS A SANCTUARY 

A I -- A MOVEABLE TABERNACLE -- TO REMIND THEM ALWAYS OF 
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THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN THEIR MIDST. THEIR PROGRESS WAS TO BE -
DISCIPLINED BY THE CONSIDERATION OF MORAL LAWS, CARRIED OUT IN 

THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND DIRECTED TOWARDS THE GREAT GOAL -- THE 

PROMISED LAND. 

MERE BOOTH-BUILDING IS SHEER NOMADIS!1/ AND NOMADISM NEVER 

BUILT A CIVILICATION. MERE "GOING PLACES", MERE " CHANGE FOR 
I 

ITS OWN SAKE", MERE RECKLESS ADVENTURE IS AIMLESS WANDERING, 
-.. 

"'#tll@I! LEAVES THE HEART WEARY AND THE MIND EXHAUSTED, AND 

FREQUENTLY LEAVES THE WANDERER LOST IN A BRUTAL WILDERNESS 

OF SCORPIONS AND FIERY SERPENTS ... 

BUT WHERE THERE IS A DEFINITE OBJECTIVE AND A VALID GROUND 

FOR CHANGE, AND WHERE THE METHODS TO BE EMPLOYED ARE MORALLY 

SOUND, THEN, MOST ASSUREDLY, MEN SHOULD MOVE FORWARD. THEN IT 

IS WISE TO REGARD THE PRESENT POSITION AS ONLY A STAGE IN A PRO-.. 
CESS, A STOPPING-PLACE ON THE WAY TO SOMETHING BETTER AND 

NOBLER. 

"FOR I CAUSED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO DWELL IN BOOTHS, 

WHEN I BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT" ON THEIR WAY 

FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM, FROM EGYPT TO THE PROMISED LAND, 

THERE WAS TO BE NO PERMANENT RESTING PLACE, AND NO FIXED ABODES. 

NOTHING MUST DETER THEM, FEAR, DANGER OR THE ENSNARING MEMORIES 

OF THE SECURITY OF SERFDOM AND THE FLESHPOTS WHICH THEY ENJOYED 
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IN THE LAND OF THE PHARAOHS. WHEN ~1111..v FACED DEATH AT THE 

RED SEA, WITH THE IMPASSABLE WATERS BEFORE THEM AND THE 

EGYPTIAN HOSTS BEHIND THEM, THE DIVINE COMMAND WAS GIVEN: 

o JI Jv , ,.J "SPEAK UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

AND LET THEM GO FORWARD!" ALWAYS GO FORWARD! THIS IS THE 

ORDINANCE OF HUMAN PROGRESS. THIS IS THE LAW OF SPIRITUAL 

GROWTH IN MAN. AND THIS IS ONE OF THE BEAUTIFUL LESSONS WHICH 

THE TEMPORARY SUCCAH SO QUICKLY ERECTED AND SO QUICKLY DIS­

MANTLED, SUGGESTS AT NO STAGE IN LIFE MUST WE REGARD OURSELVES -
AS HAVING REACHED PERFECTION, COMPLETION AND ARRIVAL WE MUST -
NEVER SAY: "THIS IS IT!. I AM THROUGH STRUGGLING, STRIVING, 

ASPIRING. THIS IS THE PI.ACE HICH I HAVE CHOSEN AS MY PERMANENT 

DWELLING PLACE. " 

THE RABBIS HA VE DECLARED: -,,( I(. 

\\ 

THE RIGHTEOUS HAVE NO ULTIMATE REST 
I/ 

NEITHER IN THIS WORLD, NOR IN THE NEXT. THE RIGHTEOUS OF THE 

EAR TH AND THE WISE AMONG MEN FIND THEIR HAPPINESS NOT IN 

COMPLACENCY, "SHUT UP IN MEASURELESS CONTENT" , COMPLETELY 

SATISFIED WITH THE FRUITION OF THEIR LIFE 1S PROJECTS AND PURPOSES, 

BUT IN CARRYING ON, ALWAYS GRATEFUL FOR WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED, - ~ 

ALWAYS EAGER FOR WHAT MIGHT YET BE ACHIEVED, NEVER DISQUIETED 
J 

BUT ALWAYS ARDENT, EXPECTANT, FffiWARD-LOOKING. 
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"The Lord is My Shepherd" ,..... 
/ 

I think of God as a creative energy, as of the creative energy of the 
~ 

human universe, the source of all that• is and is to be, the substance 

and the form and the purpose of everything. I think of God as o the 

personality of the universe, whose "sdom integrates the world, holds 

, 

it together, directs it to His own ultimate purposes. I think of God as 

of the omnipotent goodness, as of the ultimate and absolute truth, as of 

the moral ultimates, the best in the universe ..• - -...­

conception of the universe is not dualistic nor pluralistic but monistic. 

It is one. God is omnipotent; God .is omniscient. For God is all, and in 

all. It is I who am impotent in many things, and finite and ~eak and 

struggling; and God meant that I should be finite and veak and struggling, 

for without these things human life is impor.t nt. life, 

eternal life, divine life, does not require struggle, but human life, 

finite life finds its mole meaning and significance in passing from the 

ower to the higher, from the bad to the good, from the good tot 

At times m.y vision of is not clear. At times I feel l ike a mart lost 

in a fog. At times when I behold about me great sorrow or the tragedies 

which come into the dwelling places of the children of man, I am full 

of doubts and fe rs; I am troubled and bewilder d, and shadows fall 

athwart the broad path which leads to Him. Every m n and every s eker 

after God will have these moments of doubt and fear and loneliness. But 

as he meditates, as he retraces his steps along the path which he has follow d: 
as he reasons through the problem anew, his faith returns stronger and more 
healing than before. And on his lips come the words of the ancient Psalmist, 
beautiful words, healing words: "The Lord is my light anqfuy salvation; what 
need I fear." 

"My uest of God, 11 

The Temple , December 12, 1926 
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