*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated.

Reel Box Folder
169 62 1160

Day of Atonement, 1923.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



1) To learn how to face . is to know how to face 1life. Some

men face life aqquisitively, They want the attractive thines of life, all

that it holds of wsalth and power and pleasure, These seek to find in life
what they fear to lose in death, They are doomed to see in death frustration
and defeat, They will leath in fear, Others face life adventurously.
They worship the jov of beginning and adventure. They long for the sights
and scenes of faraway places, the thrill Xi of noveltv and exploration,

These men seek to X¥ find in life that thev may not lose in death. They will

sec in death but another adventure, They will face death imperterbably., Still

others face life apatheticall They ask nothing of life., Life can give

them nothing. Vanity of vaaidties. They discover nothing In life, which they

would not lose in death. Such men will see in death but another weary re=

volution in the ecndless cvcle of change. Theyv will face death indifferently,
But there are sowme who face life creatively and imaginatively.

ask of life scops and chance for further play of their ideals.

thing of fe but the risht to mold and recreate 4t, They seek fulf

personality. They seek to Tind Xﬁ?i?i in 1ife what death cannot destrovy.

\
so they see in death a phenomenon which concerns not theX¥ essence of their
beine and acts only as a spur to more intensive effort. The will face
complacentlv, Of the former the poet said: Tat thou and drink; tomorro
shalt die; WXXNH WXX¥K watch thou and fear; tomovrow thou shalt die; Of the
last the poet said: Think thou and act! tomorrow thou shalt die.

Thes_e latter who face life creatively and imaginatively, know of

two existinces, the life of the wpirit and its needs and longings, and the life
and its wants and desires. Of the latter they are neither contem-

ptous nor enthralled. They w temperately and moderately satis{y them as

the circumstances of life permit them. ut they are aware of its finality

and limitacions. They feel as felt. (Quote-749) Rut the life of

their spirit has a law of its own. It is measured not in terms of time and




duration, but of quality,and XNXEXH intensity, inX terms of exaltations

where one moment may hold a whole lifetime., The law of this life is crea-

tive effort, moral activity, L EX purposefdl enterprise. Aristotle was asked
how
Amuch % educated men were superior to those uneducated: As XXX much, gaid bhe,

as the ¥living are to the dead. You live as you think, You live long as you
think and act and fell much - vou gain a new day when you experience a new emo-
tion, you fain eternity WHEN as vou identify yourself with the eternal. In
a
this spiritual dife, death is as great writer said: "All we have missed,
All the periods and planets we have not lived in; all the countries we have
emotions
never visited, all the books we have not read, all the HUXZEIWHY WK and ex-
periences we have not had, all the prayers we have not prayed, all the battles
we have not fought, Tvery restriction, every ncration is a piece of death,”
ind life holds no ureater traeedy. The death of a soldier in battle,
the martyrdom of a saint, the crucified poophet, the dreamer who is crushed by
his dream, the dying gladiator, evoke compassion within us, but also sympathy
and admiration. Ve are exalted by their death, even a3 we are instructed by
their life; they crown life with dignity and temper its sorrows with sublim-
ity. But he who will not face danger, and seeks security in f{light, who saves
body at the price of his soul, he who dares not face his vision, who kills
impulse of his being, brings shame upon himself and those who shar
is kindred mortality.
Now many there are among us who make these tragic renunciations daily,
HWREXE whom
ﬂKH%Alove of ease, or love of security proppts to crush the best that is ink
them, the higher aspirations., Yow many turn from the hard and narrow road,
to traverse the broad and easier road, to gain a mean, umworthy soal and love
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"the periods and the planets'” of hich adventure, There is no other death but

this: voune men who stifle their dearest wiches and loveliest dreams for the

sake of what men call the practical and successful career choose death, 01d

men who see in advancine year#wntivc for retirement and stagnation choose




death. All who will not sird for battle of life when the bugle calls choose

This mayv well be the theme of contemplation durine a memorial servige-

-~

How best to memorialize vhile recalling the dea, how to consecrate ours=-
selves to the MAXEXXXK

The paths of glory lead from the srave.
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