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Yon i"ippu • 192 ,I 
V 

I t ca ls s ~ck - t~P 

anc t e lost t o the ,oc:orn of t ~ S}na -

sou of t <> c:;yna~o
0

u~ - ti,~ syna.~o~ue discover ...... prayer , -':lnd tau~ ,t men 

rayc r is o. course th v~ry 
th~ pr~yer of heart anri 

ife for the sacrifice of 
lost th~ ,1,t of prayer , a~ so ,ave lost their way tot c peace an· conoo ~ ­

(I .ean?) 

tion whic co, e wft prny_r. T' e syna:;o,1ue neans 'llorc . It means (7) ·ccpin~ 

• 

faith wit· th0sc w o still suf er from 

( mean?) and dic,crimination . It rne.Jns 
CR l led 

loyalty to an ideal o univcr3al b otl1crhoo • " fy hous e s hall be a house o ?r<1 er ... or al~ p oples' . 

Ul""l.J.n i ty • 
r~racl gives t,e s iritual life-

e middle B~e -, is the heart o[ 

ar,e t •e rhythm of rclig ious pro~r s . If Is - l ls the he&r t of umani ty , the 

to mankind . I ts heart ~a ts 

synagogue ls the • eart o Isr,.el . lie 1 lvc as t liv<0 • I t is no r.:t, 1:::,:: our le~ • .:nar.r ( ?) ins ti tut ions , our 
spit;i s Lnc prphannP.:es , t.:hic ar t!te C.'.1rt 

of L ra.,J . Th synaiio ,ue ,~ve rise to t 1en al . Th y were o n in t c sy a -~o,u . 'ther lesse n.encles forte r le_ of suf ·erln~ an wan• will .•t 
ut th spiritua_ dy a our efforts , the mottva _in.~ Im:, se, the radiatin cen re of our life is he 

which :rive:; all 

~yna3o~ue menns the love oft~~ 

T 

of p11:- i ty • !'lcl nob i 1i ty . e.nrnin~ ~nd Pducation , It M_an.::; th r.·uit of 
orah , the fostcrin° o Jc~ish 

just~c an t e p~act·c of 
'!rcy , and the waU·in~ 11rn ly ..:it ... 

life of on 
rot .erhood , in t1e a h.rhoo, of on._ ";o..:.. . 

It .. can:-,, l ra ty t o the ma nif ic nt 

One prayer w 1ich !=;U111~ up t ._ mes ·«;~c o the Day ls : 
- Youn~ ar~ ol, ~o ~ o ics an n faith , u 11 it o?cs , shal l throu~ faith ad wok , t,rou~h loyalties an ::: ;-..... c ,:tion do the will of ou ~e.::iv.:n y Fntht"?r . 
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Spain w.1s not the only land w ere the JK~t.UlGtM Jew improvise such 

ruc... imental so.ntuaries for his faith, nor WdS the 15 centu ry the only Gcntury . 

At no tirr1e was the l i[c of the Jew so secure, and his fortunes so high tho.t he 

Cl uld build for. 1irnsel synagogues to riv.:il t e heauty an<l grandeur of cnthe ­

drals and mosques . On y a ha:,py people, -. hose life is grounded in µerrronence 

and security , ~n<i a prospe·rous one., c • n u i such a1:-ch itcctural mon.uments to 

t· c spiri unl ycnrl'lin~s of a ·s ife. A w .. rn.1 rin.~ people must carry its Ark 

of its Covenant <Alon~ ·it1 it on its i-:<1n(1er i111,s , ~n ... wh~n it rests for a space , 

it can at c:c;t set up a tcmp~rary t:, ernc:1c c to l 1ou!; e its s-nc td t. i es . Oft -

ti es it is compel e<l to car y ics f:~1 inc in it:; own h~n·rt , ic!d""n [ro:n the 

ateful ~ozc o P~n. 

So th.:it , our are a a rule hum le ~X. structures, ~-ny 

poor nn unattractive . ':it t e few exc ptions in the lar~er mctropolis6s 

fin noil:h re ":tr.'tti"n in the o d t-:or r:. syn­

a..,.ogue.s of vast naves , cn.1 tm1 r.in:; spires, co u7Tlned in stren th nd µ·n11aclcd 

in ~spirin~ ~lory , edifices whose v:indows, rushed and intens with tint ond 

color hol in the·1r irnhued i e a 1 th• passion nnd joy of a free creative 

p~o, le , an~ Phose va t ov .r.::rchin3 <lor:. .s . u~3est Lhc ~·paciousner:s of its i[c . 

It is only in recent years, an, n th lan~P o[ freedom , that our people ·1c1s 

-- ·-
I -- .... --



e~un in the confidence an .. : joy o its 1:e\. - :ounci frcc<lor, , to ctatch in stone 

c1n1 marble the eauty of its faith . As a rul you wil l find t-;e h0usc- of Isr;1~l in 
pra., er of t .e old \~· rld fil i:l:X- M~ grc1 an lc«k and sma ll, in narrow stre ts 
an crO\.C.:ed - out • paces , v:-hcre once the ~hctto stooa. in all its mean abject ­

ness . To,tri ts do not sc..,k t e=n out for there i J.ittle there to catci1 tind 

hold he c. c . Unless it be the eye of one ,.,-l,o ·no,;s t:hc shabby dre~s in i;h ich 
the world always cloaks its dreams ... 

I sui pose the artist - :-irgent \.:ho Peli nted the synav:~~lle ad th Es€ n ­

..it tracti re , un retcntious(fctn~ ,) housec; cf wors~1ip o Isrc:1el in rni .d ~ en 

1."l'"'rr~s<:nte, {. 1:pictcd) the syna~o~ue ~s a wit c .. cd,, ar.n.ard ol \-:or.nn; sitll ~ 
~mon<>, ruins·, whi e t e chul:ch as n ... ~at•tiful :0c1n~ woman of c;piritunl charrn an.2 

ovc> incss . So it must cip e«r to .?.'ll w110 ~oo ~ '" ro!"'.l ... ·ithout, to all w o s~c 

~ut to those ·ho see from within h·• et t.: enrthly eauty do th •y d i.scovcr 

sp_endor of heroic fait. , of m tchle:;s,loyalty, f: dauntless couragl! , well· 
L ere! The b~auty which otht:rs s0ut,, t in t C: '"'" _, t ic colu and classic frieze 
the Jew sou~,i: t in t1e line and ~ontour of a spiritu11l structure . '"he outer 

\\C:Lls may hc:1ve: cen u ~i--1t:lJ . ': H: lnner F:: ,ri '"',;..;a o[ rn.:1tchlc s perft:.cli m . 
Beneath a ow roof , within iGrrcn, una o~ncd ~a·1s , e rcDr J a sanctud~ • ,. 

0. 
rar splr· tual artistry . T1c ro try an. ,or:iance o is life (oun<l ex res~ion 
in its pio• ~ ymns and chant , n t . · nt le tual i~or of his min, in stu 

~ c1 specuJ tion of it~ sac-f. to~ s , th~ ~8s~ion~ o; is soul in the sacrifi ­

cl~l ide~ls of justice an .1 trtt, . 1urturc<l there . The syna~o~ue w s a livi~e , 

i reatl- in~ pres nee , and t .c pious i: rs ip1 ers c0u d trul exc aim - It is a 

) • t ter <la!' • n t y courls than n :: .ous~m els ;i .. C'rc . 

Jo you wist~ to kn0l,; , cri<!c:. "1 m rn Pc c...; poet , the source wh nc t y 
s lau~h t r d and 1assacred i--rot ers drew t· e ~ t:-:c- r,th to face riea th sm 11 in:.>; ly . 

I --, - ----



") ,o ,;ish t o l:.now w1"'ence the·• foun--. t at pati nee , fo r t i tude anC: errL._c;c: con-

w.,~re t ey treasuYed the l"li~--ty spirit of ti"'C race which rf'!f"lc1incc inc!onltcil y 

youn~ ~midst t e a~in~ toll of the centuries . Come with me to the syna1o~u , 

wi ere in the ~nt1 .ring <;loom of a sett it"; wi:::.tcrs ( ay'? sun") you,...; · 11 1. i 

perchflnce , t--o or three sons thy people , , orn and wedrieci of .. (: 
11,.e, 

of the exile , 0cnt over a ho y ,o k , for ,,c:ttin~ llteir perplexed liv\:?s in a 
lt"'C t 

p3~,f' of the Talmud , or in thE: chant of a ps lm of David . and you ,i 11 SI.!~ 

\.:it,, ,our OY,n eyes the treasure l·ouse of thy people ' s spir it . And you will 

stan~. upon the threshold of the Temple of our li(e . 

If youf W<'re' to ns'!.c fl,e ·what is the t,re t -st cre,1tion of t:hc Jc.,; , I 

, 

wou~d say the s;nasosue . 10 institution o'7 _sniel so a cquatcly expr_sscs M 

its spirit . Th s~•pngo3 •e was or.n i exile, in tiH! ~ahy l on an ~xi , •. f ter 

th~ '!'eli'ple in J c1·9detlcr.1 '-18S <: str0yed . It continued to exist after the re-

tur from cc1ptivity an t ,~ re"uil~ln° of ... ~ T rnple . It WciS the creF.tion of 

t e masses , of the lay ncn . It ;:zas ri~'locratic. It ad no priesthood . It ac 

no hierarc .y . It ha<l no c:c . ifices . It-;.-\,- a p c'lcc.- of. pr n.,er , stu yen as-

s mbly . Porn of the peop ~, it we; n .ere c. \• it t ,c people . Where ' r f w -t ·ne 

' -· 
ca~t th_ sons of Isrc1e t' er th V met an, i-ounrcd a C01Y!TT1Uni ty ·hose ·' 

cent r v:as t ~ynao;or;ue . I. han.,o -~d t ,cni us 0 tre race . '!'here 

1. .1s tn 1~ht . The re the ,:-ahbis f ~c;hioncd th<! aw to meet the advanci ~ 

too tl 

i:-al ·in . , 
0 th 

he r.ft~ '!{ 

.if en 

o.ncl t e poo'!" anr' n C'cly 

,.,uccor r • 

The sync1go~uc , in its olc..:. UJ ,)n "h ivc, oft e p o~le , soon eclipsed 

th 1'cm;,l i n Jerusalem, nnd when th Te.:npl e was destroyed a s econd time, the 

s;nn~ogue took co plet poss - ion oft e ife of 01r people . In nc 

... 



Israel turne<l to the synagogue . It ecamc the refuge of the perse­

cuted spirit of ou~ people durinq the dark a3 s . It was treasured and safe-

~uarded. "!Jo you wish to know -" 

Oftimes the synar;ogue witne:;sed the saddest of traeedies. OftiIT1PS, 

durin~ t e erusades, it was forced to se c its children tortured to death 

within its very walls, and the sacrea scro . ls de[il~<l. Oftimes it witTlesse 

i tc; sons and iMM1i~ l.C~~ dau~ ,ters putt in.~ cuch other to death witr thier own 

,ands rather. than fall into the hands of th suva~e moh . In ont= day KKh1< it 

witnesse<lt such tra~edies as in the bloody Pl·r.:.in!'. Did vqu read the gtory 

of the Je~.Jish connnu-ni ty or ~o ,olovko" n o~ five u~dred wiped out y the 

mas~acrin~ OT s tlf in the ~~~enna of the V rRin. 

It was on Yorn I"ippur ')ay , 1021, an..- the entire co nit" of c-okol-
J 

ov!--o was ass em . l"d in the syna~o~ue. !':oz~ ov , the bloodiest of the Cossack 

~•and of evils and his lior es en::e-r d t e town, ; ro e into the syna•ogu and 

co nanded the elders to ta~<e the scrolls from the Ark and narC'h round the syna-

~ogue sinein~ anJ dancin~ as is the custom on the D~y of the R joicing wit t c 

Lav . It amused him to sec the fri~ tene and dcfcnc less Jews thus paracic in 

force m{!rrimcnt before him. He then commanded th~t they march to the squa:rc 

of t~e town, with their ra bi ~t the head 0£ the vrocession. The ven rabl 

patriarch divined the trase · y ~1at was a~aitin~ them , and so he requ sted his 
f f.'' ~ .. ,~ ·t 

people to turn tow:irds the Ar on to repeat ..,;ith him seven times 

The Lo:r.J, .e is <;od! - The hatt e cry of the meek and the lowly who fi ht with­

out arms the att les of the Lor-rl o... ros ts. ,\n then he led them with head e­

rect .:ind unfalterin., step to t e open squ!3re. They were ined up in a scml ­

circl~, the ra bl in th center, t e lder~ dr ssc in white, for it wa .om 

l<i pur. Day, on either side of i, . A ruta on:ler ran~ out, and 18 men, 

w •. n and c ii ldren - the \.."hole co:rn u'1i t 

'T'he yna~o~ue heard t ,~ t cry of the 

of ~n· olovko , were shot dor,n. . , j ) 
I { I . ,1 ")./', 

£,.C... t}l h7 ,~ ' 
nfortunat~ , 

--·--- I"'"'! 
_J 
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6 
and stored it away or tr~ a~cs , nlo ~ .. :it~ o her cries, c:'.lnd ot ~ 

It i,; of these SC":'ne~, :ir- •_ t'n•· se c 1·•s, t ·1 t the svn"" 1" is l· u1·1 • • ._ - '- " ~ ,:. •.> , l ,. ., • 

we worship in ma·bl -fcf"l~S or hum l cr snn_t1ar ies, this is the sync1~or.1.1e 

wh ich must cnf old us l n it .::, m,rint ·1,.. or ..,. • ,.. a d • -;, • • , L ~m~ n ~~mor1es, . 

;h': ! .ot of stone and i..,r.ick but o he.nrt thro1 s, of 1 if e ea l , o inci e:nt(') a1C 

cr isi~, of events anc istor~ , of quality td character. ; peo~le, il is 

said , is compose' o~ t ~ c ·.,.:id , even r.~i')J"~ ::1,a of th~ livin~. It i~ so with the 

It is wcl 1 t h r1 t :c _·hou d , .u • 1~· ~,h n Go,.! has h le sed us i th ea e , 

a ..i freed om an f~luence, !:>anctuaries of s ren~th and hcau t y . "$ all wt! C:-.cil 

i houses of cedar an the 

whose roof:; ar .t~ller than the roo • o[ i s synagogue will be destro, d. If 

our l i vcs are fair r t od ~y .... nc more sp, c io 1 > ha .Jie,:- .:in. more secure, our - n­

ago~ucs , their symbol c1n cxpr s ion, must li k c · ·sc e more spaci0u.s nnc.l fa·r . 

P,ut the ?Pi ritual shri nc w i h the o tc.c \.,,C:. l s encor.1pass must e of 1..h ·D::-, 

·ou isitc ideality, the · am_ pro oun- !->i•n~)J icity , the ame soul -. tuL. en he;irt -

t.hro , the same rncr.iorie s an<l a -;ocic\ti ~ins , c1s that which ch,·el \,;ithin the sync.1 -

~o~uc o Sokol vko, or in the xg ·MK~ .cc t fRnes of the pPrsecuLed in Spain . 

This i.:; th<? th~mc an mess'l .~- o th~ rol .'idre lf" -.; nd - th f.iith of 

thos~ whom adversi.ty swept . r;oi muc; t .c our i th . 'the syna~oguP. \ iYic they 

,_ uj lt out of Lhe t-lool , an tc.:ars . the j ys and the sorrows, th fai t h an<l 
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