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hut of confidence, hope and exaltation. Thou t, our prt1yer~ echo with the sa 

ref't"ain of man's sins and t ..... ans..,ressions, they t,s{'f~ k.X10( leave us with no sense 

of defeat. r.or the climax of all thes~ pra er ls alwa_,'s for ivene s, purifi-

cation and a new start. 

Our relitdon does not teach that man is hopelessly vile and perverse, 

nor does it pronounce doom upon a man simply because he has sinned. Judai m 

knows the nature of man, his capacities and his limitations. It nows that man 

is not an an el. "There is no man livin that inneth not". he saint without 

sin is hardly even a le~endary fi~ure in the rell ,, lous annal of our people. 

"fan is a cre~ture of passions, and self-will, of envy, pride, hate and lust. 

yod did not fashion him out of the r,auze and ossamer of immaculate virtues, 

, there~ore Judaism does not expect the 

impossirle of man, nor is it even impatient wit hi imperfections. 

Self-ri~ht~ou men are incline to jud ,eh rshly. R. Elazer b. Simon, 

scholar, aesthete, • ere are elf-ri ht-

eous men who pasg jud~ement on the moral hlemi he of heir fellow men as sharp 

and into ~rant as ~lazer . Sim non he phvsical lemi~he of the poor man. 

'!'he• for et that r.od made the sma11 and the reat and h~ can le fo all ali~e. 

A,_,aaha, ~ho of all men ·as least pecca le, ''Friend of r.od'', wa~ about to die. 

ichael, to prepare him; ·'"'u d not i •e up hi soul until an~el shout ~ive him 

r.od' whole uni ere, and Hi~ mana ement of it ; took him on the heavenly chari­

ot drawn~y fier cheruhim hi h above th ear h, so that braham could see at a 

•lance all the oinC:s of m n and nations. And when KM~KK braham saw the vio­

lence and fraud in the world, the crirr.e and injustice the wars and ruta ities 

of men, he, the pure in reart, the ri~~teous man, was rooved to fiery wrath and 

indi nation and cried al~ud: "0, r,od of justice! Strike these men dead! Hurl 

Thy thunder alts upon the heads of these sinner and blasph mers! Let the earth 
swallow up bese swindlers, criminals and adu terer !" And ehold, fiery darts 
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id be~in to rain own upon t e world of men, destroyin~, and the earth opened 

up its mouth to engulf the whole of creation - when a voice from on hi~h cried 

out: 5tpp thy chariot, 0 A chantle Uchael, lest Ahraham, the sin1ess man, in 

his untempered jud~ement, destroy~ whole vreation. He knows not the nature 

of man, or that the world is sustained only throu h race, forgivenes and lon -

sufferi~. 

P.ealizi~ that man is so constituted that he is prone to sin, our ee­

li~ion profers the hope of forgiveness, provided he sincerely repents, makes 

restitutions fer the wron s done to his fellow men, and hi~hly resolves to a oid 

sin in the future. Jud ism is not interested in puni hin~ man for his sins hut 

in helpin~ him. The ~pha is is placed not upon he de tructton of ~inner ut 

upon he ~estraotion of sin. 

n • .eir - m;tn, thieves an cri i nal c 1 n i n i~h orhood - prayed that 

the, mi~ht perish. ner , th~ ~entle and deeoly spiritual wife of"• '~eir, 

deprecated hi prayer. ""T'he t>sa i st pra_,ed, 

aisa pear from themrtr.. He did not pra_, 

- let sins 

- let sinners .. " 

The sinners should be induced to repent. Sins and provocation to sin, and the 

conrlitions which of ten drive men to sin - the_.' should e destroyed. 

Our reli ion therefore admonishes men to for~ive each ot ert even as 

they hope for the for~iveness of God. It was a beautif~l custom amonv, our 

people tat on the day ·efore vom Kippur each Jei1 would ~o to hi nei h or, 

whom h mi~ht have wron,ed or hurt, wittintl~ or unwittin ly durin, the yea, 

and ask his for~iveness. Our reliJ~ion teaches us to e tolerant of oth r men'S 

failin an defedts, ~lso he toler~nt of ot~cr men's views and opinions, even 

if you f l that thy are wron•. Invisible hand of heredity and environment 

have woven them inba the pattern of hiq mind. They are his fat and his estin • 

'ose, hefore his death, prayed unto od that the leader over Israel who would 

succeed him - - mi•ht be patient with 

ve man re~ar lesq of ht~ view an opinions. 
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Our i trau~ht world today is c;hot throu~h with a ruthless and r c lent­

les~ntol r nee of differin~ opinion, of free thouP,ht and opposin~ views; t~at 

is th~ curc;e of our r1~e. '"'ictators have arisen who have outlawed inr1 pendent 

thou~ht and have decreed that all ~n must think as they do or re destro ed. 

Men are thu~ her,ded ack into the primitiv iron, conformity of sava~e tries. 

oun~, impatient, romantic m0vements, of a political or economic nature, such 

'" wept throu~h c 0 1tries like T?usc;ia, f!ermany, and Italy, overly-ze. lous, " 
o,erlv ea~er, overlv optimistic, confident an self-ri hteou~, tend sharply to-

ward intoler .'.ince and fanaticism. They dest oy the ver, thin which they wish 

to achieve. They end up in lack terror, desolation and disaster. Th older 
forms 

wisdom of mankind, matured in its classic INNt{ of thou~ht, is less eager XM 

and visionary, re restrained in its hopes and expectations concernin~ the 

early advent of the 'inr, om, but therefore 'GIU( also more tolerant. libera l, 

latitudinarian. It knows the Ion, har road hich the race must travel and 

the slow sta~es y which it advances and therefor counsels tolerance and modera­
men 

tion, iscoura es ma! from tuamplin~ over the prostrate odies of human ri hts, 

liberties, decencies and M amenities, in a mad stampede to ~et quickly to the 

•oa l . 

~ut let no one AS ume ~tat our faith counsels men to ~ indif f er-

~nt or resi~ned to th e~il in them !eve~ or he world. It d~e not. ~hile it 

ur~es tolerance of other men's failin~s, it deman s into eranc~ of one's own. 
as 

'-fan c;hould ~• severe a jud~e and task as er of hims lf as pos i le! ()f hi -

self man should always exoect and deman the ma imum and the opti m . . 1an is 

too prone to ~e lenient with hi self, to excu~e, condone, and under tate his 

own deficiencies. 

ation. 

1or" l ly, 

can music he drawn. 

ha is the way of spiritual and tllK int llectual de ener-

n should always c taut, for onl • out of ti~htly drawn strin 

-ian should not permit himself to rest at any oal, nor be 
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sat~ified with easy ~oals. an c;~oul are ~reatly an trive ~reatly to the 

verv reach and limits of hi now rs. It is a virtue to ~e satisfied with what 

one has. It is a vice to ~e sati fied with what one is. The divine ima e in 

a man is his yea nin~ for the infinite - the thirst to know more, be more, do 

more, serve more! 5how me a man who has what the poets call the "divine sis­

content", not fretfulness("). or the "~reen sickness' of envy, or consumi~ 

worldly am itions, but the "divin discontent" with hi~ own wpiritual and in­
imp rfections and 

tellectual inadequacies, and I will show you a man whG is tastin of the nectat 

of the ~ods. ost men die wit out really havin~ known themselves. The failed ., 

to explore their own world to its outermost ourdaries. Deep witlin them, there 

may have been rich deposits of precious piritual metals, of pow r, of beauty, 

of talent. ~ut thev never too~ the trouhle to drive the shaft deep enou h down 

into their minris o hearts. The, li red on the surface of t eir rein~s, i:hile 

whole ~or ds la, ruried ~eneath them. 

an as to discover tis s i itual and . nt ~l or d ·ust as he has to 

discover his phy ical univ re. ectricity was always there - ~ince er ction -

hut as far as man wa~ concern dm it wa~ not thee unti he discovered it; radium, 

oil, ~as the principle~ un<lerlyin• the ·ireless, the rqdio1 television, a• a ion, 

were always there, hut in isible to the human eye until man opened is e es to 

see them. 

So within all men are the spiritual and intellectual powers unsuspected 

by him and only revealed to him and of s rvice to him when he re ches don or 

up for them. These are powers which will iv us th ~ift of spiritual televi­

sion, of seein• far, ver, far, throu h t~in,s and into the heart of thins, the 

1ft of a spiritual radio to hear the di tant hec1rt eats of th world, the tift 

of spiritual win~s to rise to higher levels and hi h amon the stars, the al­

chemist ift to tran form the dross of the coMOOnplace X~ in o the old of the 

rare and the exc1ui ite. 
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When a man sets a out discoverin himself, his entire world about him 

hecom s a world of excitin~ discovery and adventure. Then he sees colors and 

desi~ns he never saw hefore. The corrtn0n, the ordinary, the drab, the everyday 

thin~ becomes a burnin• hush wherein God reveals Himself, and the comnon folk 

whom he brushed y and scarcely noticed before become transfigur d - each a 

mystery, a fervent , and a majesty. 

Our reli 0 ion teaches us to he tolerant of men hut not of the ~ron s 

of society, social eri l s a nd ischievous forms of social or~anization, of po­

verty and exploitation, with tyranny and political corruption, with war and 

the of war. These ancient evils of society exh&ust and defent man in 

their lard stru~~le to reach hi her levels and hapoier fields of social exis-

tence. "fan tT/USt not e tolerant of th • Man must not ~a : T er have always 

heen! Thev alwavs will he! There ts nothin > e one a out them! -1h beat 

ur ead~ in vain and reak our acks a~ainst the unyieldin~ iron bar of such 

a fate" 

Such a mood of r i~nation mi,ht come over us when we hear today echo s 

of a new war in distant Ethiopia. Isn't it hopeless? we are prone to say. t ·e 

still remem er the last, bloody world w r, its ten million corpses, its thirty 

million wounded, it univers 1 misery, horror and destruction. \Je are still 

suffet"in~ from the disastra,us conornic and spiritual shell-shock from that war. 

Fresh in our minds are till t the fervid, passionate declaration - this 

shall e the last war! A war to nd wart! 1. e hall h ve peace. We hall build 

a Lea~uc of ations to insure peace y mutual pled~es of non-ar,gression and by 

the p mi e of protectin~ thew ak a~ainst the a,,,,resc;ion of t e tronf,. What 

an idle dream it has all turned out to he! A si~Mtor to the covenant, in vi­

olation of it pled~ed ord, under the more violent and dishone t of pretense, 

has forced a war upon n pe ceful ann peace-lovinw nation, and ts rainin~ down 

death upon its defenseless town and vllla~es - ki,1in~ men, women and chil1re~; 

the war is on a ain! The drums of war ar eatin a~ain! The beat is on the 
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rampa~e a~ain! The four horRemen of the apocalvpse have he•un their ride a~ain! 

~hat's the use' ... In such reasonin~ is the final disastrous defeat of 

man and hi civilizatioh. To resi~n ourselves to social evils just because they 

are hoary with a~e - hard to era1icate, oHdurate and stubborn, is to betray man­

kind. It is to deny yod. It is to i~nore that faith in man and that power 

which can move mountains! It is to for~et that man is capable of a spiritual 

tenacity, a perseverance, a rebound after defeat, a courage which is forever re­

lenished from the hidden sprin~s of his hein~, which if invoked does in the long 

run overthrow the most formidable forces of evil, and raze seemin~ly impregnable 

fortresses. There is nothin that man cannot overcome - except death! ar is 

man-made. So is poverty! c;o is t ranny! So is every form."" of exploitation and 

corruption• hey can he un-made b man! ot easily of course, or quickly. For 

vast and powerful are the te~ions of Lucifer! eep-seated in man are tho e in-

c,ttncts and passions in man which without pro er curhin~ and direction, rtn~ 

ther.e miseries u on hts race. Put it can ~e done! And it will bed ne, thou•h 

the race of man will suffer on~ sethack after another, and one heart reak after 

another, and one di~illusionment afteY another. \.fan is fa~hioned out of cla, 

tt is true, bu al o out of fire! en are creatures of littleness and meanness, 

but al o children of splendor. The, have a pirations, ideals, they yearn to 

rise a ove chaos, above the muck and the filth of their little, mean lives. 

There i a "best" in man, and this hest in TTBn has re olved and decreed that 

there shall omeday ea warless world, a just world, a clean and a fair and a 

kindly world for the children of man, that someday all man(?) shall live under 

his own vine and under his own fi~tree with none to make him afraid. This pro­

phetic, prayerful hope of mankind, this messianic outreachin~ for an 

- for a olden a~e of bles~ednes , for a - one lon~ un roken Sabbath 

of peace for mankind, these cannot e permanently denied. 

Our fa 1th therefor su1 n~ us to the ranks of the faithful and the in-



.. 

' 7 

domitable - to fi~ht these enemies of society, never to weary, never tor -

s ~n our~elves to their dominion, throu~h education, throu~h a~itation, throu h 

or~anization, throu~h plannin~~ throuth experimentation, thr u~h trial and er­

ror, if necessary throu~h revolu _ion; ways must be found, ways can he found, to 

put an end to poverty and war in the W')rld, poverty which breeds war, an l war 

which breeds poverty. 

~ach man Ma soldier tn the army of the Lo~1• Thi~ is the call of 

our faith. Our weapons - truth, faith, coura~e and love of man! Our leaders -

the thin~er. , the a~es, them n of vision, of the world. Our o jective - a 

... 
new heaven and a new eart forte c ildren of man! n i a new and everlast-

in, covenant of peace and ri•hteousness, a da when, 

",,iolence shall no more he heard in thy lan 

Desolation nor de~truction within t y or<l rs, 

a day when, 

"fily people shall be all ri hteous, 

They shall inherit the earth forever ... " 
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HE nv•ntJ of Tishri is the great 
>"' iday month of the Jewish 

calendar. It is U-hcred in by Ro h 
Ha hannah-N w Ye::ir Day-a day 
o! sp1r1tual stock-taking. The litw·gy 
of the day and the ounds of the 
1ofar-the tra-

ditional r am ' 
horn - summon 
men to ~oul­
searching and to 
the xamination 
of their action 
and conduct in 
life. 

There follow 
10 days of re­
pentance cuhni­
nating in the 
great Day of 
A tone ment -
Yorn Kippur. 
This is a f st 
day from un­
down to sun­
down. On this 
day the wor­
day the worshiper is admoni hed to 
make hi peace , •ith his fellow­
men by r ctif ·Ing whatever wrong 
has be n comnu tcd nnd by grant­
ing . nd r c 1vm forgivcnes . For­
g1vt•ne-s i: th n ru:ked of Goct for 
the sm nnd rror of which no 
man 1 blamelc . Th ts on the 
thr hold of cv ry new y ar, a sol­
emn per od of d y 1 • ~ct i side for 
spil ltual mrd1tation and conm,union 
""' • or 1; H 1 cc a contrition. 
Th sc cla ·s serv s da ·s of spiri­
tu. 1 renew 1 for the people of 
Israel. 

Five days after the Day of Atone­
ment, there beg·ns the Festival of 
Succo•h-the Feast of Tabernacle 
-which j the classic harvest fe ti­
val of Israel. It L celebrated , ith 
the building of out-of-door booths 
commemorative of the booths which 
th ance ... tors of I rael built in the 
wilderness after they left Egypt. The 
palm and citron, the willow and 
myrtl" are brought to the sanctuary, 
and home~ and places of worship 
are made fragrant with fruit and 
flow rs, symbols of gratitu and 
thanksgivmg to God's goodness ar ' 
bounty. 




