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e have no confessionals in Jud· i • e are not c lled on by our 

religion to confess periodic ly to som religious official, who is the ppointed 

guardian of our c sci nee, the c ta.100 of o misdeeda. Bu, once y • r. e are 

aum:noned by our f i\h to confes our sins, not to man, but to God. T t • 

the aweaome day of Y om Kippur. e are urged on that to enumer te all of our 

ein st kl.y d frankly, ____ .J_-~__,;..;...__CJ_~------iJ---' --,_g __ - it 1 neces a.ry 

to it ise th - aina open aecr t, willful or unwilli • all the sins of hich 

the hand, mouth, heart and mind are pable. 

or o ly a we • v th cour e to a e our elv a s we r all7 are c e 

have th will to reach ou.t t o hat ought t o be. a lo we a e content to 

delude ouraelv s with false image of ouraelvea, •• can never approx te the 

image of God ter which man ahould pro sai ly r • ion hi self. 

:v ry man, quite natu.r 17, thinka ell of h aelt. 

•No man ev r r adily convicts himself of ickedne • v ry man is uick to xcu.ae 

and to forgive himself. baa little trouble to ~•reua • himself t t • tev r 

wro he done had been nobly mot1vat 4. has to live with himself r • rdle • 

of h t he baa done, and ao he quickly finds w 

comfort le for him elf 1n his own household. 

by which to male it anug and 

But this is the WS¥ ot spiritual death. "Love should cover up 11 ain1, • 

aa.ya the Bible, " "but not self-love nor the ain• which we oursel v s c 1 t. • 

love of other, ahould be so gre t aa to move u to overl ok all their ins net 

ua. But our eelf-love ahould not induce u to OVPrlook our own aina. 1th 

oura lves w ould b exacting - just, to be sure, but ri roua. ot God , we aak 

to be Jud ed 1n m ray, • eing that after all we a.re but lnJTDAD, uut ot ou.rselve , we 

■hould a for no such f avora. 

exacting].,-, ye , Hverely. 

e should Jude ouraelv • not leniently, bul 

Hence the Vidui - the Conte aion - occupiea a central • d recurrenl place 



in our Y Xippur •ervicee. !he genius of thi day admonishea us not to s re 

ourselves but \o be ccmpletely frank, open and unreaened in th cknowl ~ent of our 

failure• dour miadeeda. o evaaion, no equivocation, no pee al plead - for 

that def t t e v ry purpo e of the Confe aion which is to help ua tor co 1 e d 

to correct our mist ea, to reator our piritual rapectivea and to st our feet 

straight· in 1n the of lif. 

t, then, ia the prop r tr e of mind 1n to a proac the• lemn 

confesaio h of Yo!!l Kip 1 t t be our piritual ttitude tot 1 

it it i t yield up tc u it1 richest treasures of cO!Bfor and inspiration? 

et Hebrew poet-philosopher of the iddle e, Solomon Ibn G irol, 

one of e teat po tical niuaea of 1 time, rote profoundly mov d 

ex.al ted lit gical po - one f th orlea of Hebrew lit r ture -

called • 

ita piety 

••nice ft 

e randeur of it tyl , • been inco orated into the reli iou.a 

og. It• itten an4" i•, a• G birol h 

introductory o uplet. •to help manktnd to find the p th of right 

anawer to u stion which we have Just put. 

self decl • 1n the 
c;..,. .f if lA. 

d wor\h• , p rf eot 
/\ 

Th first rt of the •Royal Crown• 1• an 1 bor~te expo ition in fervent, 

pa aio t e lyrical v 1n, of th t~- announced in th fir t 11n of the poe propera 

/i, 1 

• onderful r th¥ works, and t t aoul overwhelmingly oweth.• The • tn••·· 

the 1 t, th e ty, th triumph, the spl n or of God d of Hi• uniY rae - all 

th ae evoke t poet•a p si te dor tion, in th ubl ity of Cre tor d Hia 

creation, the poet find, even aa did Job ce t 1 • b fore, the ey to an underatandiJlc 

of •• 1 o in the universe and hia daptation to 1t. 

TbrO\l&h tour hundred ma&Dificent trophea the poe\ • a••• '111a ater 
~-- in to th rgeou• tape a tr;y of hi a eon - the t nee, unity, tern117, 



wi1dom d O!'IJllipotenc of God - th c:> . os ich He fashioned out of c oe, 1ta 

marvellous circuit of planet • t • d solar y t , th order of revolv 

eaa n. th steri • ~f 11 and of int 11 gence, d tue supreme mystery of 

man hi. 11 form d from " pinch o cl into hich soul of fiami • res tl sane a 

baa b n br th d. 

Thi !!le i ti upon t 

1ncmc in th po t a mood of suprem ility, 

st of God d Hie handiwork 

d thi lead• him t o th unfoldment 

of the ec 

aanct 

God , 

gr . • of is peo - ' 11 tlene • aud insignificances 

"God, I 
To st 

Q~~-~d ~ d confounded 

e might 
o 1 th ut 

owl 
gr -· tne 
o my pov r, • 

•••••••••••••• 

V 

lo 11 e • 

• Thou ar at. ou art 1 , o t Go J 
d I but d o. wo , 

t .c-ro the 
Av ael hll ' .. bad01r, 

t fi t h d r turn ty n t ............ -n" •.•.• 
I, 

1 • 1 fe7 
t rs::, mi t d 

:u ti the of 
d how nru.ch t 

1T nothing I 
And t o noth I go.• 

e poet 
th pi 

th urn 

righteous ? 
11 e dq of be g, 

s aft r de thJ 

spi t ia t e , .. er which o n 
to• v aion and e v c of 

bush of r vel t on 1n humility, with un • d 

f et s did o a of old. ride d arro ance b th to God. .A. man mus\ 

re 11 • fir t th .th 1 dust t d Q~A- 1 r t 

w1tb1n th es. ' 
"'?h wick d b c :use t pride of 1• 1 irlt cannot inquire; 



th ref ore God is never in a:ny of his tho~t•". The ·e 1 s n room for God in 

harts o len wi h pride. on!¥ in the contrite and br ~en heart doe God dw 1. 

a lon a a man feel imself grea t , ir.rportant and s cure ehi d h·• 

money ba. • or his f ily c est or his elev r nd. he e not know either God or 

man nor can t #ste the spiritual food of confession, repentance, forgivene a 

e.nd reconcil c.i.tion. These are resetted f or the hwnbl 1n heart. 

The poet passe fro · contempl.: ... tin .. • s 11 ttlenees and insignificance 

e. "For 11 the ood which Thou • st besto d on 

m , I have requi teth 1 bee • th vil. 11 

i ever s~ ick t o c l · 1 tor 1 when ver evil befall him. 

He is quiOK t o ch leng G?-i ,. u t e ju .. tice of • s rul or t blaspheme and 

deny H ltob ther. Ho fe ar t m 1 h ar ly an continuously a.teful 

......... o.i;.,••-t 1 ssings wit which their lives ar daily endowed. How few e 

truly g r t e gift of life, for th very privilege of being liv , for 

bread ~ nd wat r, f r 1th, or th lo • uncou.nt d ~s of p ace d tran ility, 

for lo , for fr1 ndship. for hope, for dr a which quicken O\lr a,. for a life-

mate, for "ldzen, for root er• tend rn e nd a fbt er•s sacrificea, ~or trial• 

which etre gt n orrow hicll nnoble, ror the glory of ear and 

t for t e b auv of the world'• color and oun h1ch pours into our 

a • tra-o our eye our ear , for l the g od • d the gr t d th i•• 

iaen who l-'eopl our world who mini ter to our n ed , our l eal th, our educ_ t ion, 

our 1 o prot ct ion. 1 tull of. petition d t,y of U' t ude. 

'ihe b· tLets l .. ioh ar fu.11-lad n \:/ll n the" d c nd r-..o h ~av n in snsw r t o en• a 

p t1\1o ecpt of 11 gratitude when they r turn \o heaven. 
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y after the poet • t :u. r fl c • e r tne ... a f 

majesty ot univer •• t 11 of : i te i 

h f el ..,. self prop rly tt d for t: t ct at 1... - C 

God, o ai to et t tell, 
tr apa ■e too to r~•~'-''Cr, 

Yet as a drop trom the sea will I make mention of 
And r contess i of t.1 ; 
Fr pa I shall silence t r 

ilt e f r h a 
,. ve trespassed inst 
~e eapiaed ~ COwwcloMUW'enta, 

• ve abhorred th in my heart, 
w th mouth apo l r. 
ve camnit\ed 1.niquity, 

d I V O t Yil, 
I haw been presumptuous, 

~e do v olence, 
I ve pl atere over f aehoo, 
I v c elled evil, 
I ha e 11 d, I ve scoffed, 
I v revolt d. I v a e ea, 
I ve b en rebelliou. perver1 
I ve ti feed , 
I :Ye lo thed Tey r e do 

v corrupted •• 
I ve atr ed f r p th•, 

eir ~v• 
fo 0 ive. 

nful , 

, i edl:,, 

I tran1 ea■ed nd ed aw fr Tey c 
•But Thou. art Ju t in all t t ia 
For Thou bast d alt truly and I 

on me 
t eke 

d 

• 

1 er 

ts, 

t follow• 

innermost er t1 of oul? 

ei - t 1 e o i o 

~elf-c nte t7 Self-ab a nt? iritual proatrati n? 

the d: 1 

• 

• 0 

• 

V 11 

1 t t allJ t er rt iev ·rit co id nee. 

in 

p '-• rsl p r t t o 1 

t t 1 

G • 1 lo le 

fr m hi ttul 

r. 

equally convinced t t God owe■ it to man to forg1v•·---all-!~-~-....-----,~~r~IJ~A!--... 
- • •1- -

Jtor Just aa he 1 IUN tl at o • 1, to God to conf sa, o 1 h 
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•1 will not l t The go•, h~ cri t hie God, v n did Jc f 

da ni t n Jabok, "unti h s bles • • • 

n 1 n t God. G i lf f i n 

are limit d, h desire■ infinit " .. • om th of hi bir 

and harrowed." Th r r, thir, d cold. Th.er i ic e n 

h. 

· tlnly, 

ou.t of 

tie 

-nre eed 

rr 

war■ d terrors. 1 not al• a rul r of hi o u lif nor ccountabl i>r l hi• 

acts. n by good intentions is fr qu ntl rled and h Yer~ virt 

1 h into ain. ' 1 sh rt, hi or 1 d h 

and presa r,,. 

Th not i confi ent , t God who $ P. he 
' 0# 

1 
1 

heavy bur • will forgi 11 hia ina. H con ;.d nt hat 

ha• pur d him lt of iu.. :.Lb ud thr 

world a.bou.t m and within h d • pour 1 f . 

1a co 1 t l r de d and be t p ac with od• lov i 

.. , ev God aul e mine ni it. cri ~ n t. "I w 11 

Him to ll I r Hi wra.th, 'JI' 
')~ ,, 

Th•• r!lY 

r oniahed t lift up r • fr t.h 11 ttl r w w rl 

i"t 1- r iWl u tro our tu 1 l • rl 0 C 

X t hich ao c 1 t l aorb u 

o cloeel • • irit l n • r- 1 

think of Go d of Iii n init univ •• 
apac • my tery of 11 and de th and th 

ao doin w bee awar of our own• llness 

0 

du: on which w c nc n 

\ed d t lo 

the 

of hUl!Uln d 

d unworthine a , 

Ul'J 

t 

tin_v. 

t oli 

t 

t , to 

• n d. 

in 

pride d b ' tter 1n ti tu.de and the utter Tanit or much of our ae ing d 

1 it• 

th 

n . he 

r 

I 1 r;;'t?_J) ,,, 
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~..,., J ~ 
atriviJl&s. , 1 

/\ 
en tn ~ • c'- r 

of e • l t n t C 0 re 

to e tx, r r t 1 n n ·r. 

i. rta.nt t l. ht:.e t i of on lf. 

: of yl n, i ri 

trou 1 d. :r P~, 
J.· C ll 

terr bl • It --- • ·1v. r - 1 • 

ita 1 g of iron, t f cl • \on 

ot Q .s r 0 ro .., 

cl iec • Th .. II th ir n, 

an t er, 1 • .::. r 

thr 00 • 

'i t 
. 
nt ,r t d oh a -

by D i 1 " 11 vlsio r , 0 to d • 

the fort 8 1f u· l t rul ov 

world • 

t dr r 
' ·P 1 I: ' 

pol 1 t • c .1, r f #' ' k 
' 

0 0 u .J. 

C zz r ·. ow u til ) i 

h ad 1 I 11 r lO 0 All i ter t r 0 • • • 

All o da 1 - ar th • r t n • • 
\hiDlc • fr l 1 •. bin • r ip-

ping Go - act (· 1:t. 

t r ch r 

mor • lt at not, ' \h 1 mor t i\h 

havi mor. toil and wor 1 bor a. • ,. and grow old before our tim • 

and 1tntch our hear,, c.nd nen•• to th 1r break point - for wha\1 1JL 
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wiad and understanding, 

fellow-men? ot at allJ 

r peace, r lov, or friendship, or the esteem of our 

Idols o silver and idola of gold re driv1 u - d, 

flagell t. • .. evo\ ea, through the few hectic ye· a of our lives to our onored 

gr V • 

The belly is of braaaJ o hwnan co assi , o con id r ti for tha- a 

a we er ah on to our elfi h oals of e th and pow r. How often do w ~~~ml 

over other lives to enrich our own? How often do we acrifice all 

obl1gatio a, all the tenderness. the a.rmth of w ich we are capable, for t we 

blindly c 1 the d manda of efficient uaineea - wh . r lly m t profit 

for our elvea - •Rabbi"• a young r id to me over the telephone o 

week,• o 1, ahall I work on Yom Kippur7 1 • ~ • . o", I se.id. Jewa t 

8 

work on Yo~ Kippur. It 1 our lie t .• •But if I do ot ork, I 1 1 se 

nJ¥ job - e loyer Just told me so rnployer a JewJ• Th b 1 i 

of bra , arms are of ailver, d th he d ia old •..• 

And ita f"t part of iron and part of cla3"J Cla~d No conv ctio , 

no f rm p ciplesJ No stron loyaltiesJ Al a when the had 1 of gol , 

f et r o cl I - How oft• do w aacr1fice justice, truth, honor, ho ften 

do • o tr our own b tter aelvea. d t God who dwells in ua to in an 

advant , to ateal rch, to push ours lv a up another rung and o 

on th l d er which re chea up to - nowhereJ 

• 

I thi a true n • of ours el v a - thi • dream- -...c;;,w:;.v of th B yl 1an 

King who n d 1 dqa amon the animal.a, a wild east, lik th m? If t 1 -

let us -~r.,,e it. ror a tone, fashioned by 1nviaibl hand• amite thie i e 

upon it t t t ar f iron d cl and break th in piece• and tn w nd will 

carry t a l • chaff. 

Thia is t whole m ani of Y m Kippur. Thia da3 waa cho en ccordiJJg 

to our tr dition, • of pardon and ~or vene ab cauae nit, God forgave 
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the childr n of Israel for bavin ma e and worahi ped a oth r God 1n Hi ·t d -

\he god c lled the Golden CalfJ •.... 

The true image of a man should be re 11ca of d. Go c ot b 

repre ent din thing pey ic 1. Our atice repr ented God a the urc fa. 

series of auiritual emanation• - - potencies - attributes. ey 

are wie om - int lligence - love - justice - f irumees - righteou n s d o 

forth. T e ideal man, the archetypal man. th Adam Kadmo. , i modell on 

\hes attri ut •· man takes on t.heae ttributes h c e to re :nbl th Go 

who er t d him. Th se uowera r within r ch of ev no d t . con-

stitute lif •s real va.luea i\ supre rew rds. 

Yom ippur thu turna att tion fr the Gol m-i f g l , ilver, 

bra••• iron d cl which moat of us res 1 in ily 11 • 0 th in 

1ma e oft th, goodne • d be uty which all of ould aepir to refl ct. 
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en o d. 0 ' r t or t t of l • or l • 
of •1 • or r ' r. 1 , tor t lo • 0 

,y, for lov. or r 

• r 11 r • • or r•a 

a cri or r rro • 1 • 0 
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Many have gone tnrougll life merely accumul ting the 
instruments of life .... Tnere is none whose life does 
not look forward to t.ne morrow. "nat harm is tnere 
in this?d you ask. •Infinite harm; for such persons 
do not live but are preparing to live. They postpone 
everything. 

"Wnat man can "o Silow mew.no places any value on his 
time, who reckons the work of eac.n da.T, wno under
stands tnat he is ·eing daily for we are mistaken 
when we look forwar to death; t.ne major portion of 
deat has already pa ed. 1fha tever years 1 ie be.nind 
us are in the bands 01 eath. 



Y KIPPUR - 1936 

1- e have no confessionals in Judaism 

2- For only as e have tne courage 

4-

5-

6-

7-

8-

9-

10-

1 -

12-

13-

14-

17-

18-

Every man quite naturally thinks well ot· nimself 

But tnis is tne wey of spiritual death ~J,;.,,..;J 
Hence t e Vidui - ~- Sf o../Ul.. ..,--- i::v'Q5,,,_,, 

nat tnen is tne proper frame 

T.lle first part ot tne 11 Royal Crown 2 ---,;;ougn 400 

The po .t i awar tnat humbleness 

As long as a man f ,els himself great 

The poet tnen pa se p ating -
in atitude -- is ever quick 

Only as tne poet - Vi~ .. 
( quote) 

Wna.t follows tnis tremendous 

For just as ne is sure - God mu t remember 

Tne poet is tneretor , confident t.aat God -
H tnere ore also confident - or Goats 

• • • - x rom Him to Him 
I 

/1 I 
Tnis, my friends, is tne message - we are admonisned 

to lilt up__. '?1c:::::~ _ 
im ortant t.ning is to nave a true ima e -
Nebucnadnezzar. • 

But t is dream has an intriguing 



5 

19-

20-

-2-

Is tnis a true image of ourselves 

"'. th~~l .. · y Ki t. ~nis e wno e meaning or om ppur -- nis dey 
was cnosen 

21- Tne true ima. e 01: a man - replica of God -
God cannot be represented -- our mystics 

22- Yan Kippur thus turns our attention 



11 God, I am ashamed and conf'ounded 
To stand bet·ore Thee knowing that even 
As the might of Tey greatness 
So is tne utterness of my poverty and lo liness." 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
11 Thou are great, and Thou art wise, and Thou art GodJ 
And I am but a clod, and a worm, 
Dust from the ground, 
A vessel full of sho.me, 
A mu.te stone, 
A passing shadow, 
"A wind that fleeth away and returneth not againu •••••.•• 
What am I, 
What is my life? 
What my might and •hat m:t righteousness? 
Naught is the sum of me all the~• of rrq being, 
.And how much the more so after my deathJ 
l!'rom nothing I came, 
.And to nothing I go.• _ A -



11 0 my God, I know that my sins are too great to tell. 
And my trespasses too maey t~ remember, 
Yet as a drop from tne sea will I make ~ention of some, 
And make confession of them; 
Perhaps I snall silence the roar of their waves and tneir crashing, 
"And ~hou wilt hear from heaven and forgive.• 
I have trespassed against Thy law. 
I have despised Thy co:mnanaments, 
I have abhorred tnem in my heart, 
And with my mouth spoken slander. 
I have committed iniquity, 
.And I have wrougnt evil, 
I have been presumptuous. 
I have done violence, 
I have plastered over f alsehood, 
I have counselled evil, 
I have lied, I have scoffed, 
I have revolted, I have blaspnemed, 
I have been rebellious and perverse and sinful• 
I have sti tened my neck, 
I have loathed Thy rebukes and done wic.,_cedly, 
I have corrupted my W83'S, 
I have strqed fran paths, 
I have transgressed an turned away co:nmandments, 




