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Yorn f"ip u 1 q37 

In a hook I chanced upon the followlnr. sentence: "I don't 

mind about the dea~once the_ are dead. The worst of it is that they 
clin~ on to the livin~ and won't let ~o". 

Clear! the sentiment of an embittered man or a cynic. Fut 

there is an element of trut of which the writer hi self may have been 

unconscious. There are two classes of the dead who clin~ on to the 

livin~ and won't let to. The dear, unforgettable dead whose ~reatest 

~ift to the livin, is that they do live on with them after death, nei

ther forsakin_., th m nor leavin.., the:n utterly bereft; and the dead whom _ 

the livin~ would most quickly for~et, and to whom the dead ever after 

clin~ by virtue of a le acy of humiliation and abasement which they 
have bequeathed to them. 

There are those precious dad who abide with us like a bene

diction Ion~ after their physical presence has passed beyond the barrier 

of time and space. ·e thin~ o: them in quiet hours. In all th rent 
moment of our li s, on occasions of joy and sorrow, they come to us 

like welcomed and expected ~eats, without whom the hi h experience of 

our ~reat hours would e incomplete. They are always within the silent 

CO"T.TUnion of ou dap - parent who ave died, or children, or rothers 
or sisters or fri nds - ,,ithin call of our hearts' yearnin~. A stray 

note, the echo of a voice, a re·inisc~nt feature, a fa ilia~ corner, chanced 
a souvenir suddenly _ u on - and like a flash these leloved stand 

before us; like star in dayli ht they were always there, ut invisible. 

Of course they clin~ to us, these precious dead. hey won't let 
~o of us and we won't let o of them. They have their i ortali ty in us, 
and we, our deathless past in them. what would our life's pil~rimaee be with without their stately company - the love/\which they loved us - the faith 
with which they inspire us - the thousand recollections days and 
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years suffused with pride and beauty, and filled with life and work and 

strugP,le! 

It is with them and in their unseen but present compnny that we 

move forward in a stately rhythm of uninterrupted life to our own des

tiny. They do not arise from their ~raves to cling to us. They have 

never descended to the grave. They are not restless, unlaid P,hosts, 

which, unreconciled to dust and oblivion, haunt the habitation of the 

livin~. They are of us inseparable, in the very stream of our being, 

in our thou3hts, our hopes, our plans, our joys, our tears. 'o stately 
tomb 
~~ of kin~s sheathed in marble can more regally enshrine its precious 

dead, than the 1 ivi n~ eart of a man or woman, th~ 1 if e of one beloved. 

And the memory of them, of their. eautiful, meanin~ful lives, of what 

they meant to us and to other3, of thei~ services and their sacrifices, 

thei~ coura~e and their inte~~ity, fills us with pri e, and ~ives us 

"beauty for ashes, the oil o f joy for mournin•, the ~arment of praise 

for the spirit of eaviness" . 

Jf:" 
ut t re are dead who are unwanted amon the livin~, and they 

are the unutterably sad amon~ t e dead , and there are those to whom their 

dead bequeathed no overshadowin~ grace and no fond rememhrances, and they 

are the unuttterab ly sad amon~ the livin. The unwantedtdead are the 

twice dead: dead to life and dead to influence. They have left no heri-

tage for themselves amon the living, and no one inherits t ei r lives. 

Of such the Scriptu-res say: "His rememhrance shall perish from the earth, 

and he shall have no name amoni the 1 i vi ng". 

Amon~ these are the men tho lived selfish lives, centered din 

themselves. ( hey lived in and for the selves.) ~ernem .e,.in~ no one in 

t eir lives, no one rememhers them in death. Those who never realized 

that to r,ain life one must lose it - that one receives in life only what 

one ~ives and th a t t ere are ti~- then it is etter to lo e than to win. 
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Those who never understood the cooperative character of human society, 

the interlaced destiny of all men, the obligations of human fellowship. 

The exploitin~, the uncharitable, the raspin~, the vindictive, the 

bitter-ton~ued, the dishonorable, those who leave a bad name and an 

111 repute to shame their families and their survivors - these are th~ 

~d umo1anted ead. 
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IF E HAD BUT A • 

'e should fill e hours ,·,i h he 

u a 
,e ::hould drink alone the p ri C: 

In our up· rd wa • 
e hould love • h ·e ime'. lov n hour 

If t e ho r 
,e should rest or 

fre.her 
To b • nd 

e hould ste no mo.e tc: . n re et e· 
I hP a were bu one ; 

If hat e rememb rand ve orge 
1en OU .i h the c- . 

' e should e from our cl·moro ... f:e ve e r e 
To vorK o to oray 

An 0 e ·h· the . her ·oulo h·•ve us . e 
If e had but one d ·' . 

Mr· Lo Dickinc-on . 



GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
OF 

REFORM JUDAISM 

(Adopted by the Cen r 1 Confere ce of A eric R b is, at 
Columbus, 0., May 27, 1937) 



In view of the changes that have taken place in the mode n 
world and the consequent need of stating anew the teachings 
of Reform Judaism, the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
makes the following declaration of principles. It presents th m 
no as a fixed creed but s a guide for the progressive elements 
of Jewry. 

mntbatiatt5 
1. Nature of Judaism. Judaism is the historical religious 

xperie ce of the Je ish people. Though growing out of Jewish 
life , its mess ge is universal, aiming at the union and perfection 
of ma ind under the sovereignty of God. Reform Judaism 
recognizes the principle of progressive development in religion 
and consciously applies this principle to spiritual as well as to 
c ltural and social life. 

Judaism welcomes all tru h, whether writ en in the pages of 
scrip ure or deciphered from the records of nature. The new 
discoveries of science, whi e replacing the older scientific views 

nderlyi g our sacred literature, do not conflict with the essen
tial spirit of religion s manifested in the consecr tion of man's 
will , heart a d m·n to he service of God and of humanity. 

2. God. The he rt of Judaism and its chief con ribution to 
religion is the doc rine of the One, l'ving God, who rules the 
world through law and love. In Him 11 exis ence has its creafve 
source and m n ind its ideal of cond ct. Though ranscending 
i e and s ce, He is he indwelli g Presence of the wo Id. 

e wors ip Him as the Lord of the u iverse and s our mercif • I 
F her. 

3. Man. Judaism affirms that man is created in he Divine 
image. His spirit is im ort 1. He is an active co-worker with 
God. As a child of God, he is endowed with moral freedom and 
is charged wi h the responsibility of overcoming evil and strivi g 

fter ideal e ds. 

4. Torah. God reve ls Himself not only in t e majesty, 
b ty and or erliness of nature, but also in the vision and 
mo al strivin of the human spirit. Revelation is a continuous 
process, confined to no one group and to no one age. Yet 1 e 
people of Israel , through its prophets and sages, achieved 
unique insigh in the re Im of religious truth. The Torah. bo h 
writ en and o l, ens rin s Israel's ever-growing consciousn ss 
of God and of the moral 1 w. It preserves the historical pr c -
dents, s nctions and norms of Jewish life, and seeks to mould it 
in the p t ems of goodness and of holiness. Being products of 
historical processes, cert in of its l ws have lost their binding 
force with the p ssing of the conditions that c lled them for h. 
But as a deposi ory of permanent spiritu l ide ls, the Tor h 
remains t e dyn mic source of the life of Israel. E ch age has 
the oblig ion to adapt the teachings of the Torah to its basic 
needs in consonance with the genius of Judaism. 



5. Israel. Judaism is the soul of wh"ch ls ael is t e body. 
Living in all parts of the world, Isr el has been held to e er by 
the ties of a common history, and above all, by 1he heritag of 
faith. Though we recognize in the group-loy I y of Jews w o 
have become estranged from our religious tradition, a bond 
which still unites them with us, we m • ntain that i is by its 
religion and for its religion that the Jewish p opl has lived. 
The non-Jew who accepts our faith i welcomed as a. full em er 
of the Jewish community. 

In aU lands where our people live, they aissu nd see o 
share loyally the full du ties and r s onsibili ti es of ci tizensh • J; 

and to create seats of Jewish now] dge and religion. In t 
rehabilitation of Palestine, the Ian hallow d by memori s n 
hopes, we behold the promise of rene e ife for m y of ou 
brethren. We affirm t e obligation of all J wry to id in its 
upbuilding as a Jewis homeland by nde voring tom i no 
only a haven of refuge for t e oppressed b t also a center of 
Jewish culture and spiritual life. 

Throughout t e ages it has been Israel's ission to witness 
to the Divine in the face of ev ry form of paganism and material
ism. We regard i as our historic tas to co~opera e with all men 
in the establishment of the ·ng om of Go , of univ rsal brothe -
hood, justice, truth and eace on _ art . This is our M ssia i-: 
goal. 

6. Ethics and Religion. In Jud. ism r ligion and morali y 
blend into an indissoluble unity. Seeking God me s to striv\'.: 
after holiness, righteousn ss n oodness. The lov of God is 
incomple e without the love of one's fellowmen. Judaism mph -
sizes he insh·p of he human ce, the sane ity an worth of 

uman life and personali y and the right of the individual to 
freedom and to th pu suit of his chosen vocation. Justice to 

11, ·rrespective of race, sect or cl ss is the ·n Ii nabl ight and 
the inescap ble obli tion of 11. Th stat nd org niz d gov

rnment exist in order to further these ends. 

7. Social Just" ce. Juda.ism see s the a t in ent of a just 
soci,ety by the application of i s le chin s o the economic order, 
• o industry and commerce, and o n ion l nd int rnatio al 

ff irs. It aims at fhe el' min lion of rn n-made misery nd 
suffering, of poverty and de r d tion, of , yr nny and sl v ry, of 
social inequali y and pr judice, of ill-will and strife. It advoc es 
the promotion of harmonious relations betw n Wdrring class s 
on the basis of qui y nd justice, and the ere tion of conditions 
under whic hum erson lity m y Houris . I plead for the 
safeguarding of ch"ld cod a.gains xploit tion. It champions 
the cause of a l who work and of heir right to an ad quate 
st nd rd of livin , as ior to the igh s ol property. Jud ·s 
emphasizes the du y of charity, and strives for a soci 1 ord r 



which will protect men against the material disabilities of old 
a.ge , sickness and unemployment. 

8. Peace. Judaism, from the days of the prophets, has pro
claimed to mankind the ideal of universal peace. The spiritual 
and physical disar a ent of all nations h s been one of it 
essential eachings. It abhors 11 viol nee and relies upon moral 
education, love and sympathy to secure human progress. It 
regards justice as the foundation of the well-being of na ion 
and the condition of enduring peace. It urges org nized inter
national action for disarmament, collective security and world 
peace. 

3. ~eligious 1ff radite 
9. The Religious Life. Jewish life is marked by consecra ion 

to t ese ideals of Judaism. It c Us for fai hful par ici ion in the 
Ii e of the Jewish com .1. unity as it finds expression in home, 
synagog and school and in all other agencies that enrich Jewish 
life and promote its welfare. 

The Home has been and must con inue to be a stronghold of 
Jewish life, hallowed by the spirit of love and reverence , by 
mar l discipline and rel'gious observa ce and worship. 

The Synagog is the oldest and mos democratic institution i 
Jewish life. It is the prime communal gency by which Jud 
is fos e ed and preserved. It l nks the J s of e ch com,. 
and unites them wi h aU Israel. 

The perpetuation of Jud ism as d living force depends upon 
rel' g · ous knowledge and upon the Education of each new gener
ation in our rich cult ral and spiritu 1 heritage. 

Prayer is the voice of religion, the language of faith and 
aspir ion. It directs man's he rt and mind Godward, voices the 
needs and hopes of the community, and reaches out fter o ls 
which invest life with supreme value. To deepen the spiritual 
life of our people, we must cultiv te the tr di ional h bit of 
communion with God through prayer in both home and syn gog. 

Judaism as a way of life requires in ddi ion to its moral 
and spiritu l demands , the preservation of the Sa ath , festivals 
and Holy Days, the retention and development oi s ch c stoms, 
symbols and ceremonies s poss s ins iration l value , th\; 
cultivd ion of distinctive forms of rer g ·ous r and music n 
the use of Hebrew, together with the vernacul r, in our wors ip 
and instruction. 

~ These timeless aims and "deals of our faith we presen a ew 
to a confused and troubled world. We call upon our fellow J W :3 

to rededicate themselves to them, and, in h rmony with 11 en , 
hopefully and coura eously to con i ue sr el's eternal quest 
after God and His kingdom. 
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