
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         169           62          1176 
 
 

Yom Kippur, 1941. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

. . 

I .., 

I 

\ . 

om Kip ur 1941 

"ell~ion has always posited (charted) two vorlds for man to dwell in: 

this world and the next - the world here and the world hereafter - the world in 

time and the w>rld in eternity. 

~Or tron is a creature of the real and the irleal; of the fulfilled and 

the unfu lf i 1 ed, an--! hi c:; heart throhs in the 1 imi ted present and the unlimited 

future. One world is not ufficient for man to live in, or to make his life 

liveahle. There mu the a evond o ~iv perspective to his ~ransient exp ri­

ence . There must h distAnt and hec .onin~ hcrizons. "'"here must e Anoth r 

world o comnlete this world and to comnen ate for the frustr8tions and defeats, 

for the heart-wearvin~ limit tions of the life of every man on this earth; a 

world where eath will e swallowed up in ictorv and God hall wipe away the 

tears from all f ~ces. 

\•e knm, very little of hat other world. It is hidden f.X.(1(16XHK behind 

impenetrable veils. Failino. to se it with n ked 

for en are prone to den what their senses do no 

es, so~c men h~ve denied it, 

rasp. They ar no aware 

that what their five sen es do rasp are the le ast real and ccurate facts and 

the least important truths in th world. ut even those who do not concede the 

other, super-mu <lane world, which eli~ion posits, live and act consciously or 

unconsciou l as if there wer another world, a future world, a differ nt and 

etter world, b e ond tM their pr ent kn, toward ~ich all their efforts and 

a<;pirations ar 

mankind, for a 

irected. 11 •ho i:ork f o th 2 improvement and a vance nt of 

tter social r.d r, for the eradication of po erty and injustice 

an<l cruelty and war from t eir world, do o hecRu~e th e ieve that all that 

1 po~ i~le, that man can ri~ fro hi~ pre nt and pa~t plane of imperfect and 

vil (distort d) exi~t nee to a hi• er plane of exist nee, m e perf ct, mo e 

harmoni u and nohl r. "e too ha faith in c;o . future, ·1 s yet un ure nd un-

realizahle, as far removed from h mas th aft r-world is to the ious. e too 

pins hi hopes, draw c ura~e for hi s ru les, an comp nsations for hi frus-
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trations, from a wishful visi n of another world. 

one world. 

e too cannot Jive in only 

In yet another sense did reli~ion chart wo worlds for man - the inner 

and the outer worlds. There are t~o worlds for man not only in extension hut 

also in depth, and man actually lives in a four di~ensional univer e. Our phy­

sical «~KtM life, our environment, our contacts with other human ein s, our 

visible acts, thee constitute our outer world. Our motives and wishes, our 

thinkin~s, our attitudes, our standards and values, these constitute our inner 

world, the world not visi le to the eye of the o server, only inferred, only 

~ue!=;sed at. At times the wo lds within reveals itself. It becomes manifest 

in the outer world in our words and deeds, and the two worlds are in armony. 

At times ou~ words and deeds do not at all r fleet our real thou~hts and mo-

tiv s. There is no co~re~pondence; the two worlds are in disharmony, and we 

live torn etween two worlds. erv of ten we ourselves are unaware of what is 

actually motivatin~ us; why do we do he thin~s e do? r.ew men know their own 

inner life, anrl most of u ar lost in the ima~e. of that stran e, sh~dowy 

world whic is tMYtllk~M inside the heart and mind of an. 

The two wo Ids are companionXXM worlds. They lnter~ct sharply and 

continuously. <;ome men are ph,7 ically sick and their sickne s i irectly 

tracea le to a mental or psycholo~ical distu~hance. Some men are mentally or 

sychically ick and the root oft eir tr uhle ls or~anic. 

Of all these four words, ourieli ion laid he ireatest mphasis upon 

the fourth - the inner world , the domain of the mind and th heart . 

Above all else, ~od desireth th heart of man. It is, of course, 

ther in the of human experience, in the depths of human IUKK thought 

and human Ion in~, even more than arnona the vi tas of nature that God can be 

known, that ,od reveals Himself. The utmost prayer 

And it is by what we are within that we are judged by 

the .)'ud~ of the Univ rse. His yes se throu h the deed to the motive, throu h 
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the words to the spirit hehind them. Performance pftimes la~s ~ehind intent. 

~e are not always able to carry throu~h what wed sire to carr • throu~ of -ood 
of 

and/\worth. The tools may e mi sing. The str ngth may e antinF,. r.od "s arches 

the heart and tries the . "It matters not',' dee Jared our sar,es on all occa-

~ions, "whether /OU do much or little, so lon, as your heart is dir ct d to hea-

ven". eeds are important hut even more important is int nt! The 

poor woman hrou ht only a hanBful of flour to the altar for a ~acrific, hardly 

enou~h foryt c;acrifice in the Temple, but it was all sh had, so he sacr d writ 

speaks of her off rin~ as the of l erin of a ~oul! 

Yin avi did not huild the ~empl in Jerusalem. It was his son ~ol­

omon \ ho built it and dedicated it. And yet the 'Pihle speA),s of the dedication 

of the Temple of navid - • fe deserved to have 

the emnl na n after him ut h~ set i ro 1 he r 11nd sou pon he ui ld-

in~ of the ~empl althou~h he wa una~le to carry it th~ou~h. romplete, whole­

hearted de•otion to a task, a cause, an ideal, i~ in i self an achievem nt, 

ev n if it remains un t rialized, a concret and meritorious act - for it 

pa es the way for ultimate mat .rialization. 

Conversely, a man may huild an institution an pay for it - and yet 

it may not e his at all, if it fails to expr ss him, hi inner convictions or 
well 

need, if the act oes not ll~M up XM out of deep sprin s of devotion to the 

cau e which the institution is to serve. He has onl transferred money, not 

loyalt or love. Tha is why th so-called charitab e ~ivin of so man people 

i so banal, so hallo, o unmeritorious; for it (is) wrun from th m by pr s­

sure, hy coazin~, by fear of public opinion. It does not represent a en rous 

impulse, a heart a er to ive and share and h lp. Their charitable contri-

bu ions are not theirs at all. Th , are not in them! ••• 

Inwa~ livin~ - that ts the secret of livin,,! Th rea est and most 

o nt reality in man's inner world 1~ love - an<l why? ~ecauqe lov, far from 

ein• hlin~, is ma 's clear st vi ion. It is the 
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The lucid speculum - the prophetic insi~ht. It enables him to se throu~h all 

su face obstroctions,all the outer darkness and blemishes, and to look deep 

wit in. It does not epend upon material causes, with 

love, too, pa ~es awa•. It is 

e passin~ of which, 

• A par nt 

does not love a child less ~ecause th child is sic~ly, or, in tre eves of a 

stran~ r., unattrcictive, or even errin~ and sinful. "ith trial an suf erin~ 

the love of a paren is intensified. And so with all tl"Ue lo .! Love does 

not calculate, ~~asure, is not po 1 itic, seeks no rewards. It is soverei~n, 

in nt, autonomou, elflessness. It lays up no tr asur on eartr. It is 

treasure. It is im-ard livin, at it finest and noblest. 
today, 

here is too much surface livin~ amon met\t lives lived .a on the 

physical and intellectual planes only, and too many existences which have no 

roots in the spiritual, the inner life. That is why, like trees, they are 

overt rown when a storm swe ps over them. ntire world today has been 

shaken and ravaP.ed hy a hurricane of war, hate and fear. 11 about us overn-

mcnts and institu ions and cherished ri~hts and pl asant was of life ar 

crumhlin. And men and women ~ho hav lived all their lives in the out r world 

are now mortally afraid. Afraid of what\ ill happen to them, to th ir children, 

to their possessions. 5om of them have so de~paired of the futur th~t they 

do no wi h to hrln any chiliren into the world. Te ~ould like to nt r into 

the cleft of the roc~s and into he corn r of h th terror of this 

world. Thi is th in vitable co1ar ice w ich overtake all those w o put their 

trust in he outer world and their en ire ooe for appines in it. "lt i not 

wis ' om to he on] wise - and on the inward rision clo e th eyes; bu it is 

wisdom to el ie re the heart'" 

monP- our J ,;ri h sties the , ,11 ~ptttt was called - the 

shell, the empty en,elop, he hollow corte. It is an evil spirit ecause it 

has no spirit in it. It ts just surface, a dark coverin for an empty void. 
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nd ou a e is afflicted witl- such an vil spirit, surface without depth. '· e 

find no certainties to clin" to in our out r wold and we for~et that th only 

certainties worth clin~in~ to are the spiritual certainties, and that these 

still exist, thank od, in the inner world of man, as inrincible and as indis­

po ahle as ever - truth, honor, love, loyalty, justice, charity. We can still 

practice them. e still can make out lives beautiful and meanin ful and rich 

in satisfactions by practicin~ them. \Je can still raise children to live by 

the~e certainties and fit,ht for them, and if need be, ive thier youth away 

for them. There is no more carer open for man. Does the war in 

urooe keep you from livin,. nobly. from doin,, ~ood, from seckin~ ~od - from 

ein~ a ood son or father or hu band or friend? From doin~ justly, lovin 

mere and walki~ hum ly? ut if it does not - then in th ~re At reac~es of 

your 11( you are secur and full master of ,our destiny. (Quote) For that you 

req ire nett er po itical ecurity nor econo ic security. 

nehind the ramparts of his ~Kinner s iritual life, armored in !XXtX 

faith, fortified with coura•e, man can live confiden ly in ~pit~ of the tremor 

and convulsions of hi outer T·orld. 

Just hecauc;e the out r world, sinkinP, ack inbo the lou~h of chao 

an~ anarchy, is losin~ or attackin~ these spiritual certainties of life, there 

enters into the life of he man who lives inwardly, who has insi~ht, an especial 

mandate to defend them, to live dan~erou ly in these dan~ero s tiw.es, in th ir 

behalf; he takes up the challen~e hurled down by the - the dark forces 

of the empty shell , and strikes back with all his mir,ht and with all hi con-

fidenc • 

Now, if at any tim, is the summons to adv nturous livin. ~e have 

come to understand, I trust, that a man can live on one spar meal a day, and 

wear a shab y coat, and live in on little room, and y t be content o lon a 

his freedom and hi di nity are not tro,ed, so lon~ as he is tr ated as an 

equal amon~ hi ·fellow m n. It is therefor not the uncertainty of fortunes 
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or possessions or careers which should worry men most in these days of upheaval, 

but the attack ~hich is bein~ made today upon the spiritual value;of life, lllii 

(that) under ird man's outer world, and chief concern should be today what they 

can do to defend them. 

These values will emer e triumphant if men do not throu~h fear and 

cowardice etray them; if men are prepared to sacrifice their outer world, in 

tears, sw~at and blood,for their inner world - they will come to possess both, 

so that in the future, ••in this little plot of earth elon~in~ to mortal man 

life ma, pass tn freedom an.-f peace". 

'hy de troyed ! 

s~irit of man! 

1ot stron~ ut stron~er! efeatists. Sinned a~ain t the 

Only the two! 

o, this is the time to ltve maximally, to be matched with one great 

hour, makin no con essions to fear or terrorization. This is the time to live 

fully in our inner world and draw solace and strength from spiritual cert• nti s. 

Thi is the time to tur to then •lected thi s of God! 

Ther i a hauntin,- phrase in Zechariah: 

"At eventide th re shal 1 be 1 i ht". hen darkness cover th scold and weary 

outer world of our, ot r li~ht~ must he in to shine in our inner worlds, the 

torches kindled by the fre and uncowered spirit of men - the fires of faith, 

hope, coura~e, honor, nobleness, and love - the eternal flames of li~e. Then 

our ni ht shall b fillen with music! 
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THE HIGHER GOOD 

F~ther, I will not ask for wealth or fame, 
Though once the ould h~ve joyed m earn 1 cen e: 
I shudder not to becir a hated name, 
anti gall lealth, myself my sole defense. 

But give me, Lord, e e~ to behold the truth; 
A seeing sense th&t o ,s the etern 1 right; 
A hec rt ·i th pi tJ, filled, and gentlest ruth; 
A manl f ith tb t makes all darkne, light: 
Give me the porier to labor for mankind; 
f"ake me the mouth of such as C9 ot cppak; 
Eyes let me be to gropin0 1 .• en and blind; 
A conscience to the base ; and to the weak 
Let me be hands and feet; nd to the foolish, mind; 
Ard lead still further on such as thy kine;dom c "el·. 

Theodore Parker (1810-1860) 
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