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YOM KIPPUR SERMON 

1963 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

ON YOM KIPPUR MORN! G WE READ FROM THE TORAH A CHAPTER 

.. f ~ /\ 0-t>~ 
FROM THE BOOK OF DEUTERO OMY~ )/{HI CH SPEAKS OF TH~ COVE A T 

WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN MA AND GOD, A COVENANT WHICH, IF BROKE , 

LEADS MAN TO DESTRUCTION. THIS COVENANT IS PREDICATED UFO 

MAN'S FAITHFUL OBSERVANCE OF A SET OF MORAL COMMA DME TS, 

NOT TOO HARD FOR MAN, WITHIN HIS REACH A D COMPETENCE. THEY 

ARE NOT OVERPOWERING IN THEIR REQUIREMENTS. THEY ARE OT AS 

TOWER! GAS THE HEAVENS, OR AS REMOTE AS THE DIS TA T SEA. 

RATHER ARE THEY VERY NEAR, AS NEAR AS THE MOUTH AND THE HAND 

AND THE HEART OF A MA . 

BUT UPON THE OBSERVA CE OF THESE COMMANDMENTS, A MAN'S 

VERY LIFE DEPENDS -- THAT IS, THE PEACE A D HAPPINESS OF HIS LIFE. 

TO KEEP THESE COMMANDME TS MEA S LIFE AND A BLESS! G, TO 

BREAK THEM MEANS DEA TH A DA CURSE. MAN IS FREE TO CHOOSE . 
' • '?, 

WHICH WAY HEW £TO GO -- TOWARDS LIFE OR TOWARDS DEATH. 

THE TORAH URGES HIM TO CHOOSE THE WAY WHICH LEADS TO LIFE --

- ~ 11 r, 3- ~')1\ J 

-----
FOLLOW! G THE READI G OF THIS PASSAGE FROM THE TORAH, 

WE READ AS THE HAFTARAH -- THE PORTION FROM THE PROPHETIC 

WRIT! GS -- A CHAPTER FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH. 
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THIS SUPPLEMENTS A D CARRIES A STEP FURTHER THE THOUGHT OF 
A ~~ - • 

THE €HAFTER FROM THE TORAH. WHAT HAPPENS TO A MAN WHO HAS 

BROKEN ONE OR MORE OF THE COMMA DME TS OF GOD? IS HE 

FOREVER DOOMED, LOST AND ACCURSED? IF A MA HAS FALLE , 

CAN HE NEVER RISE AGAIN? THE PROPHET ISAIHA DECLARES THAT 

THIS IS NOT SO AT ALL. GOD DOES OT CON TEND FOREVER. HE IS 

NOT FOREVER WROTH. IF A MAN COMES BEFORE HIM WITH A CO TRITE 

AND HUMBLE SPIRIT, GOD WILL RESTORE HIS SPIRIT AND REVIVE HIS 

HEART. GOD WILL HEAL HIM AND MAKE HIM WHOLE AGAIN. 

BUT A MAN MUST FIRST FRANKLY ACKNOWLEDGE HIS SI S TO 

HIMSELF AND TO HIS GOD A D MAKE ATO EME T FOR THEM. NOT BY ,. 

FAST!- G ~ ·FASTING ISO LY A OUTER SY 
~A 

BOL OF~INNER CONTRlTIO . 
•"t- > 

A TONEME T MEA SA RETURN TO A BETTER WAY OF LIFE;-TO LOOSE 

THE FETTERS OF WICKEDNESS, TO U DO THE BANDS CF THE YOKE, 

TO LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE, A D TO BREAK EVERY YOKE. 

ATO EME T CONSISTS I DEALI G YOUR BREAD TO THE HU GRY, I 

--- . . BRl GI G THE POOR THAT ARE CAST OUT TO YOUR ·HOY&E. WHEN YOU 

SEE THE AKED, THAT YOU COVER HIM, A D THAT YOU HIDE NOT 

YOURSELF FROM YOUR OW FLESH. A TO EME T MEA S TO DRAW 

OUT YOUR SOUL TO THE HU GRY, A D SATISFY THE AFFLICTED SOUL. 

_'] EI YOB-&HAL BE LIKE A WATERED GARDEN) A D LIKE· A SPRI1 G--0.F­

WATER, WHOSE WATERS FAIL OT': 

.! 
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n. .-
IN OTHER WORDS, A MAN CAN RECO STRUC"'I' HIS LIFE, A MAN 

CAN RESTORE THE BROKEN HARMO IES OF HIS EXISTENCE BY 

DELIBERATELY RE-DEDICATING HIMSELF TO THE VERY COMMA D­

ME TS AND MORAL ORDINA CES WHICH HE HAD DISHONORED A D 

SET AT NAUGHT. -----· ____ ., ____ _ 

0 YOM KIPPUR AFTER OON WE AGAIN READ A CHAPTER FROM 

THE TORAH -- THIS TIME FROM THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS. HERE T HE 

MITZVOT -- THE COMMA DMENTS REFERRED TO IN THE MORNI G 

TORAH READ! GARE E UMERATED Ir DETAIL. THESE MITZVOT WHICH 

ARE AT THE BASIS OF THE EVERLASTING COVENANT BETWEE MA A D 

HIS MAKER AND WHICH ARE FRAUGHT WITH SUCH SERIOUS CO SEQUE1 CES 
~ 

J 
FORf SPIRITUAL LIFE O DE ·TH-F.,... i.1 ARE ITEMIZED FOR MA1 T .:J> 

GUIDANCE A D INSTRUCTIO . THOU SHAL T OT STEAL, OR DEAL 

FALSELY OR LIE O E TO A OTHER. TH OU SHALT NOT OPPRESS THY 

EIGHBOR. THOU SHALT OT CURSE THE DEAF NOR PUT A STUMBLI G 

BLOCK BEFORE THE BL! D. WHE THOU RENDEREST JUDGMENT, 

THOU SHALT NOT RESPECT THE PERSO OF THE POOR, OR FAVOR THE 

PERSON OF THE MIGHTY. THOU SHALT HAVE ONLY JUST BALA CES.,~1.t~ 

JUST WEIGHTS. THOU SHALT NOT STA1 D IDLY BY THE BLOOD OF THY 

NEIGHBOR. THOU SHALT OT HA TE THY BROTHER IN THY HEART. 

THOU SHALT NOT TAKE VE GEANCE, OR BEAR ANY GRUDGE AGAINST 

THE CHILDREN OF THY PEOPLE. THOU SHALT LOVE THY EIGHBOR AS 

THYSELF A D THOU SHALT LOVE THE STRA GER PS THYSELF. 
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HERE IS A CATALOGUE OF MA 'S MORAL DUTIES WHICH, THOUGH cl ,'\ l 
I 

FORMIDABLE, ARE NEVERTHELESS OT BEYO D MAN'S REACH. THEY 

ARE THE ESSENTIAL TOOLS BY WHICH MA CAN BUILD A GOOD LIFE FOR 

HIMSELF, BY WHICH ME COLLECTIVELY CAN BUILD THE GOOD SOCIETY. 

FOLLOWING THIS READI G FROM THE TORAH IN THE AFTERNOO 

OF YOM KIPtlR, WE READ AS THE HAFTARAH --THE PROPHETIC PORTIO 

THE AMAZING LITTLE BOOK OF JONAH. 

IF THERE EVER WAS A CASE OF MULTUM IN PARVO -- MUCH I . --- -
LITTLE -- THE BOOK OF JO AH IS THE PERFECT ILLUSTRATIO OF IT. 

IT CO SISTS OF ONLY FOUR BRIEF CHAPTERS, TOTALLING ALTOGETHER 
A 

FORTY-EIGHT VERSES. ON THE SURFACE 
1
THIS IS/ Sf'RANGE, INCREDIBLE 

STORY. A MAN IS THROWN OVER-BOARD A DIS SWALLOWED UP BY A 

WHALE. AFTER THREE DAYS HE IS CAST OU T AGAIN ALIVE. IF TAKE 
~ \') / 

LITERALLY, IS A TALL A D PREPOSTEROUS TALE WHICH WOULD 
/ 

STAMP THE BIBLE AS A BOOK CO •T_.t. I G BIZARRE LEGE DS. , 

BUT THE BIBLE WHICH IS THE SACRED AND REVERED BOOK OF 

HALF OF MA KIND IS NOT A COLLECTIO OF TALL TALES, OF I -- : , 
CREDIBLE ROMANCES. I T CERTAI LY WOULD NOT HAVE BEE SELECTED 

"'\.. ( ;, ~ ;r~;l1 

A S TH,B READI G FOR THE AFTER OON OF THE DAY OF ATO EMENT, 
I 

THE HOLIEST DAY IN THE YEAR . 

........ 
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ffHE AUTHORS OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE WERE NOT AIVE 

CHILDREN. THEY WERE PROFOUND STUDE TS OF LIFE, PROFOU D_ 
,. .. . _ • > l J • 

THI KER~ WHO PROBED DEEP INTO THE PROBLEMS OF -L-...., • A D 

v·~ 
TAUGHT THE MOST INDISPE SABLE WISDOM. A n THE BOOK OF JONAH 

A I • J 
? .. . . ~ 

\VAS DELIBERATELY S_:LECTED,ECAUSE IT CONTAI S THE EPITOME 

,. ' "~ ~ ; 
OF SOME OF THE GREA T.t..ST TEACHI GS OF OUR RELIGION. THE AUTHOR 

EMPLOYED A POPULAR ORJE TAL FOLK-TALE TO DEVELOP A GREAT 

RELIGIOUS THEME. GREAT ARTISTS FREQUE TLY DO JUST THAT. IN 

THE EAST, A TALE WHICH IS RlCH I IMAGERY A DIS SWIFT TO I CITE 

THE IMAGINATION AND HOLD THE ATTE TIO OF THE LISTE ER IS THE 

TRADITIONAL MEDIUM FOR THE TEACHING OF('-GREAT MORAL TRUTH . 

THE STORY IS ONLY THE VEHICLE AND IS OT TO BE TAKE LITERALLY. 

THE LISTE ERS A TRUSTED TO DISCOVER THE KERNEL I THE SHELL. 

THE BOOK OF JO AH IS A PARABLE -- A SERMO 

, ~ l\C. . 
OF LEGE D. 

----·-- -

~ 

N THE FRAME-WORK 
t-

THE STORY OF JO AH CA BE QUICKLY TOLD. THE WORD OF THE 

LORD CAME TO THE PROPHET JONAH TO GO TO THE CITY OF ·1 EVEH, 

THE CAPIT(\L OF THE KI DGOM OF ASSYRJA A D TO PROCLAIM THAT 

• 
IN FORTY DAYS NINEVEH SI-L :hi BE DESTROYED. THIS PROCLAMATION 

WAS I TENDED TO WARN THE PEOPLE A D TO CAUSE THEM TO REPE T 

OF THE EVIL OF THEIR WAYS. BUT THE PROPHET JO AH DOES OT 

WANT TO DELIVER THIS AD ..... 10 .. T- ... :o . I STEAD OF GOI G EAST TO NINEVEH, 

HEFLEESWESTTOTARSHISHI FARAWAYSPAIN. HETOO ASHIPTO 

ESCAPE FROM HIS MISSIO . BUT GOD HURLED A GREAT WIND UPO THE 
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SEA A D THE SHIP WAS I DA GER OF BREAK! G UP. ALL THE CARGO 

0 BOARD WAS CAST OVER-BOARD BUT ST LL THERE WAS NO RELIEF 
(, • • -:!..{ • 

FROM THE STORM. EVERYO E RAYED TO HIS GOD, ALL EXCEPT JO AH I , 

WHO WAS FAST ASLEEP IN SPITE OF THE STORM. FINALLY THE SAIL ORS 
K - '... .. CAST LOTS TO FIND OUT WHO HAD PROVOKED THE WRATH OF, THE GODS 

A D THE LOT FELL UPON JONAH. THEN JO AH TOLD THEM THAT HE 

WAS A JEW, A PROPHET, WHO WAS RU I G AWAY FROM THE MISSIO 

UFO WHICH HIS GOD HAD SE THIM. THEN THE SAILORS SAID TO HIM, 

"WHAT SHALL WE DO TO YOU THAT THE SEA MAY BECOME CALM~OR 

THE SEA GROWS MORE AND MORE TEMPESTUOUS. " THE JONAH SAID 

TO THEM, "TAKE ME UP A D CAST ME I TO THE SEA, THE THE SEA 

WILL BECOME CALM, FOR I KNOW THAT IT IS BECAUSE OF ME THAT 

,, 

THIS GREAT TEMPEST IS UP9N YOU." E VERTHELESS, THE ME ROWED - J VI .. , 

HARD/iTO-BRE G THE SHIP TO TT.~ LA D
1
BUT THEY COULD OT FOR THE 

SEA GREW MORE AND MORE TEMPESTUOUS, WHEREFORE THEY CRIED 

U TO THE LORD A D SAID, "WE BESEECH THEE, OR LORD, \VE BESEECH 

THEE LET US OT PERISH BECAUSE OF THIS A DLAY OTUPO US 
I OCE T BLOOD, FOR THOU, 0 LORD, HAS DO E AS IT PLEASED THEE. 11 

SO THEY TOOK JONAH A D CAST HIM I TO THE SEA A D THE SEA 

CEASED ITS RAGING. THE THE LORD PREPARED A GREAT FISH TO 

SWALLOW UP JO AH A D JONAH WAS I THE BELLY OF THE FISH THREE 

DAYS A D THREE NIGHTS. THE . JO. AH PRAYED U TO THE LORD 

. 
,-- .--- -

-·-
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&l THE LORD SPOKE U TO THE FISH A D IT VOMITED OUT 

JONAH UPON THE DRY LAND. 

FOLLOWING THIS, THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME UNTO JONAH 

A SECOND TIME SAYI G, "ARISE A D GO TO I EVEH, .THAT .GREA 

CITY.;.. A D MAKE UNTO IT THE PROCLAMA TIO THAT I BID THEE. 11 

THIS TIME JONAH AROSE AND WENT t) ... TO NI EVEH ACCORDI G TO T HE 

WORD OF THE LORD. WHE HEE TERED THE CITY, HE PROCLAIME D 

' . -
A D SAID, "IN FORTY DAYS INEVEH S T· - L BE OVERTHROW . " 

r 
THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH BELIEVED HIM~ :::>-THEY PROCLAIMED A 

FAST AND PUT ON SACK-CLOTH FROM THE GREATEST OF THEM EVE 

TO THE LEAST. THE KI G OF I EVEH AROSE FROM HIS THRO EA D 

LAID HIS ROBE FROM HIM A D COVERED HIMSELF WITH SACK-CLOTH 

A D SAT I ASHES. THE HE (CAUSED IT TO BE PROCLAIMED A D PUB ­

LISHED THROUGHOUT THE CITY THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD TURN FROM 

THE EVIL OF HIS WAYS, FROM THE VIOLE CE THAT WAS I THEIR 

HA DS. PERHAPS GOD WILL HAVE MERCY UPON US A D TUR AWAY F R OM 

,~ 
HIS FIERCE ANGER THAT WE PERISH NOT. GOD SAW THEIR WORKS T HAT 

THEY TURNED FROM THEIR EVIL WAYS A D HE RE PENDED HIM OF THE 

EVIL WHICH HE SAID HE WOULD DOU TO THEMfND HE DID IT OT. 

NOW THIS DISPLEASED JO AH EXCEED! GLY. WHAT HE HAD 

FEARED HAD COME TO PASS. GOD WAS OT THE STERN, UNYIELDI G 

JUDGE THAT HE WOULD HAVE LIKED HIM TO BE. HE WAS A GRACIOUS 

A D FORGIVING GOD, COMPASSIONATE, ABU DANT IN MERCY. 
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. , .. } 

GOD HAD MADE A FOOL OF HIM, JO AH. HE HAD PROCLAIMED 

I. - • 

THAT THE CITY WOULD BE DESTROYED IN FORTY DAYS AND' IT WAS 

" OT, BECAUSE GOD HAD FORGIVEN THESE MISERABLE SI NERS! 

A D SO JONAH PRAYED I ANGER AND I DUDGEO , "O LORD, TAKE, 

I BESEECH THEE, MY LIFE FOR IT IS BETTER FOR ME TO DIE THA 

TO LIVE." THE LORD SAID TO HIM, "ART THOU GREATLY A GRY?" 

THEN JONAH WE TOUT OF THE CITY A D SAT ON THE EAST SIDE 

OF THE CITY A D THERE MADE HIM A BOOTH. HE SAT UNDER IT I 

THE SHADOW SO THAT HE MIGHT SEE WHAT WOULD BECOME OF TP.i.E 

CITY. A D THE LORD GOD PREPARED A GOURD AND MADE IT TO COME 

UP OVER JO AH THAT IT MIGHT BE A SHADOW OVER HIS HEAD TO DELIVER 

HIM FROM THE HEA T . A D JO AH WAS E CEEDINGLY GLAD BECAUSE 
' 

OF THE GOURD BUT THE GOD PREPARED A WORM WHE THE MORNI G 
/\ 

ROSE THE NEXT DAY A D IT SMOTE THE GOURD SO THAT IT WITHERED0 

WHE THE SUN AROSE GOD PREPARED A VEHEMENT EAST WI D A D 

THE SU BEAT UPON THE HEAD OF JO AH THAT HE FAINTED. THE 

GOD SAID TO JO AH, "ART THOU GREATLY A GRY FOR THE GOURD?" 

A DJONAHSAID, "IAMGREATLYA GRY, EVE U TO DEATH", AND 
I 

THE LORD SAID, "THOU HAST HAD PITY ON THE GOURD FOR WHICH THOU 

HAS OT LABORED, NEITHER MADE IT TO GROW WHICH CAME UP I 

THE IGHT AND PERISHED I THE IGHT A D SHOULD 01' T HA VE PITY 
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ON NI EVEH THAT GREAT CITY WHEREIN ARE MORE THAN SIX SCORE 

THOUSAND PERSONS THAT CA NOT DISCERN BETWEEN THEIR RIGH T 

HA D AND THEIR LEFT HAND? 1
' 

• I ------ -
/. • W:'HY DID JONAH NOT WISH TO GO TO NINEVEH TO PROCLAIM THE 

I - ' -
WORD OF THE LORD? E~ WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN AND A GOD-FEA RI G 

/ I+ I --,:.;..u· -·, 
MAN. WHAT MOVED HIM TO .DISOBEY HIS GOD? I THERE WER E TH REE 

REASONS. NINEVEH WAS THE CAPITAL OF ASSYRIA. ASSYRIA HAD 

DESTROYED THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. IT WAS THE TRADITIONAL E NEMY 

OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. IT HAD WASTED r ITS LAND A D CARRIE D 
J • .J 

! 1 TO CAPTIVITY "TEN OF _HE - T' ELVD TRIBES OF ISRAEL. SE CON DL _:., 

~ 
THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH "\VERE IDOLAT</)RS, HEATHEN. THEY DI D OT 

RE COG IZE THE GOD OF ISRAEL NOR WORSHIP HIM. THEY WERE T HE 

"' 

: ~ .• 

E EMIES (OF HIS-PEOP L E AN D ~ TS GOD. A
1 

D THIRR~, NI EVER WAS 
- ' -- -' . ~ 

A WICKED CITY. IT WAS THE -CAPITA L OF A WICKED AND CORRUPT 

EMPIRE, AN EMPIRE WHICH HAD DESPOILED MANY A TIO S. NI EVE R 

WAS WALLOWING IN OPULENCE A D INIQUIT Y. A OTHER PROPHE T HA D 
. -

S P OKE OF NI EVEH .P-:S " THE CITY, BLOODY THROUGHOUT, FULL OF 
\ -

LIES AND BOOTY". WHY THE SHOlL D HE, JO AH, HELP TO SAVE 

SUCH A CITY? IF GOD WERE TO SE D HIM TO ANNOUNCE IRREVOCABLE 

DOOM UFO THIS CITY, OTHI G WOULD PLEASE HIM MORE. BUT JONAH 

K EW THAT THE GOD OF ISRAEL, HOS PROPHET· E WAS WAS A 
, 

I ) ') //c -- A GOD OF MERCY A D COMPASSIO . HE LOOKED 

UPON ALL MEN AS HIS CHILDREN, CHILDREN WHO OFTE SI AND ERR 
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WHOM HE, AS A LOVI G FATHER, FORGAVE THEM IF THEY REPE TED. 
u'1. \ :/\.--~ : ;., ~ • ...... - 1 , , - ~ ,. ~ . • ~ - f • · " _, ,. .,. 

JO AH w $ T LEARN TWO LESSO s. T HE GOD OF ISRAEL 

" ALWAYS TEMPERED JUSTICE WITH LOVE. HE IS OT A HARD A DU T _ 

FORGIVI G TYRANT. A MA ~ IS EVER BEYOND THE HOPE OF HIS 

FORGIVENESS. GOD WILL ALWAYS GIVE A MA A CHANCE TO REPE T 

A D START OVER AGAIN. GOD DOES OT DESIRE THE DEATH OF THE 

SL ER BUT THAT HE SHOULD RETURN A D LIVE. 

HE WAS TO LEARN YET A SECO D LESSO , THAT THE GOD OF 

ISRAEL IS THE GOD OF MA KI D OT O LY THE GOD OF THE JEWISH 
/I ., 

PEOPLE. HE IS ALSO- THE GOD .OF THE ASSYRIA S A D THE BAB YLO IA S 

A D THE EGYPTIANS. THEY, TOO, ARE HIS CHILDRE , ERRI GATTI E S, 

GROPI GIN DARKNESS, BUT THEY A 'RE S TILL HIS CHILDRE . 

A D SO THIS LITTLE BOOK OF JO TAH, EMPLOYING A 11 CRE DIB LE 

FOLK-TALE, POI TS UP TWO OF THE MOST PROFOUND TEACHI GS OF 

JUDAISM CO CER I G THE ATURE OF GOD -- HIS COMPASSIO A "D 

HIS LOVE FOR ALL MA KI D. 
IT 

BUT WHAT FOLLOWS FROM ALL THIS? IS/THE AIM OF THE I -
/ \,.. ,. , ... "',..,,. 
"-'\# .. --·'-"' 

SPIRED ARTIST WHO 60MPARE-1) THIS RELIGIOUS CLASSIC MERELY TO 

EXTOLL GOD AND TO DEFI E HIS ATTRIBUTES ? GOD IS I 0 NEED OF 

MA 'S ACCLAIM A D LAUDATIO . IT IS WITH MA THAT THE AUTHOR 
j 

IS CO CER ED. WHAT VIRTUES SHOULD r A HOLD I HIGHEST ESTEEM? 
(\ 
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WHAT IDEAL STANDARDS SHOULD HE MODEL HIS LIFE AFTER? : WHAT 

SHOULD HE LOOK UP TO AS THE SUPREME EXCELLENCIES I HUMA1 

CO DUCT? IN OTHER WORDS, WHAT KI D OF A GOD SHOU ID HE WORSHIP - -

A GOD OF VENGEANCEL- A TRIBAL GODl- OR A GOD OF COMPASSI01 A D 
• " ' 

FORGIVENESS, A UNIVERSAL GOD, THE FATHER OF ALL MEN? . 
r- -... ~-'-"-~-Z-,..,, 

AND IF MANAWORSHIP A GOD OF MERCY, WHO IS GOOD TO ALL, 

BOTH NEAR AND FAR, BOTH NEIGHBOR AND STRANGER, BOTH FRIE rD 

HIS OWN CO DUCT MUST CORRESPO D TO HIS WORSHIP. 
I • ' 

)~Yl , I fo . 
HE MUST bIN UP HIS OWN CO CEPTION OF WHAT IS EXCELLE CE, WHAT 

IS OF SUPREME WORTH, I TO HIS OWN LI.FE HE MUST TRY TO I TRODUCE 

THESE SAME QUALITIES, THESE VERY ATTRIBUTES WHICH HE ASCRIBES 
.. 

.,,,. _,.ft 

TO HIS GOD. ELSE THERE CA BE NO COVE A T 'BETWEEN ~ r A D 

HIS AKER, 0 BO D OF U IO.t . 

OF COURSE, MA IS MA A D NOT GOD. MAN IS MORTAL, FI ITE, 

PECCABLE AND FALLIBLE. BUT WITH! THESE LIMITATIO SA D M-

PE-RF-EGTIO r MAN MUST ASPIRE TO REALIZE IN HIS OW LIFE THOSE 

MORAL VIRTUES WHICH HE ASCRIBES TO HIS GOD. HE ASKS OF HIS GOD . 
• .,,,..~ :)1, .I 

FORGIVE ESS. A :r • HE IS CO FIDE T THAT GOD I HIS EVERLASTI G " ,... 
MERCY Wll.b FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS A D ERRORS A D TRA SGRESSIO S. 

HE MUST FORGIVE OT 

" 
GS WHO HA VE SIN ED AGA ST 

HIM, HAVE INJURED HIM, HAVE GRIEVOUSLY WRO GED HIM HE MUST 

NOT BEAR A GRUDGE, OR HATE, OR SEEK REYE GE. 

- r---
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IF A MAN WORSHIPS A GOD WHOM HE ADORES BECAUSE HE 

IS THE GOD OF ALL MEN, RICH OR POOR, WISE OR SIMPLE, WHITE OR 

BLACK, WHY, THEN, HE MUST PRACTICE THIS ATTRIBUTE OF UKIVERSALITY, 

OF BROTHEROOD, OF FAIR ESS AND JUSTICE TO ALL MEN 11 ~ ":!...-L HIS 

OWN MANIFOLD RELATI0 SHIPS WITH HIS FELLOW-ME . 

IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO WORSHIP'"/UPREME GOOD ESS, JUSTICE 

AND LOVE IN GOD -- AND PRACTICE HATE, INJUSTICE AND CRUELTY 

TOWARDS OUR FELLOW-MEN. 
. t _ (. .. 

IT IS FRIGHTENING TO CONTEMPLATE THE HOSTS, NOT OF 

THE UNBELIEVERS, THE GODLESS, THE HERETics,A THE A THEISTS, BUT 

THE HOS~OF THE CHURCHGOERS, THOSE VfHO SI G THE HYMS OF PRAISE 
I' 

( 

TO THE GOD OF LOVE, THOSE WHO HOLD SACRED THE BIBLE A D ITS 

TEACH! GS, WHO NEVERTHELESS, I THEIR DAILY LIVES PRACTICE 

BIGOTRY, INTOLERANCE, INJUSTICE, SEGREGATION AND HATRED TOWARDS 

O THE R MEN. 

THIS rs· ABOMINATIO I THE SIGHT OF GOD. , ... 
" WHEN YOU MAKE MANY PRAYERS, I WILL NOT HEAR. 

YOUR HANDS ARE FULL OF BLOOD. 

WASH YOU, MAKE YOU CLEA1 , 

PUT AWAY THE EVIL OF YOUR DOI GS 

FROM BEFORE MINE EYES. 

CEASE TO DO EVIL, 

LEARN TO DO WELL; 

SEEK JUSTICE, RELIEVE THE OPPRESSED, 

,-- -



- 13 -

"JUDGE THE FATHERLESS, PLEAD FOR THE WIDOW. 11 

GOD DOES NOT STAND IN NEED OF OUR WORSHIP. HE REQUIRES 

OUR CONDUCT AND OUR ACTIO S. THE RABBIS DECLARE THAT 

CONGER ING ALL SUCH PEOPLE WHO HO OR THE LORD BUT DIS-

HO OR HIS COMMANDMENTS, GOD SAYS: "WOULD THAT THEY \VOULD 

FORSAKE ME BUT KEEP MY COMMA DME TS". 
":' I " 

I -( THE PORTIO FROM THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS WHICH WE READ 

0 THE AFTERNOON OF YOM KIPPUR, A D WHICH E UMERA TES THE 

MITZVOT TO WHICH I EARLIER CALLED YOUR ATTE TIO , BEG TS 
? 

WITH THE IMMORTAL PHRASE: I:) /t ~ C l;'p 
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THE '.AMELESS SAINTS 

F.d.ward Everett Hale 

~hat was his name? I do not know his name . 
I only know he heal\d God's voice and came, 

Brought all he h•d across the sea 
To live and work for Goo rnd me; 

Felled the ungracious oak; 
Dragged from 'the soil 
• i th horrid toil 

The thrice-gnarled roots and stubborn rock; 
ith plenty piled the haggard mountain-side; 

And at the end, without memorial, died. 
1 o blaring trumpets sourrled out his fame, 
He lived, -- he died, - l. do not lmow his name. 

No form of bronze and no memorial stones 
Show me the place where lie his mouldering bones. 

Only a cheerful city stands 
Builded by his hardened hands. 

Only ten thousand homes 
-here every day 

The cheerful play 
Of love and hope and courage comes. 

These are his monument, and these alone. 
There is no form of bronze and no emorial stone. 

And I? 
Is there some desert or some pathless sea 
- here Thou, Good God of angels, wilt send me? 

Some rock for me to break; 
Some handful of His corn to take 
And scatter far afield, 
Till it, in turn, shall yield 

Its hwxlredfold 
Of gr~ins of gold 

To feed t he waiting c ildren of my uod, 
Show me the desert, Fat er, or the sea. 
Is it Thine enter~rise? Great Gcxl, send me. 

C:oun~ ::~g :11 Faithful Souls • 

...____ ----y,,,.-d..:_ ~ h.t. ~ Q'C ~ 



I' 
To some r.ho wer~ confident of their o,m uprightness, and ti1ought nothing 

of others, he u ed his illus tr-.. ti en: 

"Two men went up to tte ' emple to .:Jray; one ·c1.s a Ph~.risee and the other 

a tax-collector. The Pharisee stood up &nd uttered this pra.yer to nin self: 

'0 God, I thank you t _at I am not like other rr,en, greedy, dishon .st, or .:idulterous, 

like the tt..::,__-collector. I fc:..st t;o days in tte week; I oa tithes on ev ,r ytlinr, 

I get.' ..:,ut the tb.X-collector stood at .... distc:.nc and ~ ould not even rc:1.i s e his 

eyes to heaven, but struck his breast, and aid, 1 0 uod, m. ... ve mt-re_, on c.. sinner 

liKe me~• I tell you, it was he ·,ho went ba ck to _1is house i th liod' s a t roYc.l, 

and not the other. For everyone who exalts himsel" hill be humbled, nut the u1an 

, ho hlllllbl s hirr.self vill be xhlted." 

ay the time not be distant, 0 God, 
when Thy name hall be or­
hipped in all the earth, when 

unbelief shall d1 appear and error be no 
more. fervently we pray that the day may 
come when all men hall invoke Thy name, 
when corruption and evil hall give way to 
purity and goodnes , when uper t1tion hall 
no longer enslave the mind , nor idolatry 
blind the eye, when all who dwell on earth 
shall know that to Thee alone every knee 
mu t bend and every tongue give homage. 

0 may all , created in Thine image, recog­
nize that they arc brethren, o that, one in 
spirit and one 10 fellowship, they may be 
forever united before Thee Then hall Thy 
kingdom be e tabli hcd on earth and the 
word of Thine ancient seer be fulfilled . 

The Lord will reign forever and ever. 
U11io11 Pray<rbook 
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