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T ere are many ¥re t thou~hts and themes s Jgested by this s olemn ·nd ncient 

day of days - Yorn Kip ur. From sun-down to sun-d vn throuP,hout E;. r are day of 

s oiri tual c ommUJ ion v e lis en to • recite the 1)rof oundly s tirri ,-4 ,;, ords of t..n ex: 1 ted 

ritual ~hich speaks to us in grave und ardent ~ccents of the deepest ex ,eriences 

roblems hum life d destiny. s we yield ap our minds and hearts to the 

scJ &BP &ad t,)ensi ve mood of this penitential day from th opening of the gb tes of 

memory at Kol idre to the closing of the everlasting doors at ·e 1 ilah e find 

ourselves str~ngely disturbed and dis iuieted~ moving in a word of inexorable and 

eternal realities of tiae ~nd memory life ad deat h , sufferi g Lnd evil si and 

, tone11 nt. Vfe ~re drawn lnto unaccustomed reflections upon t e meani O of life the 
and 

purpose of our seeking E.nd strivings. and -,hither e are bound/upon all the s range 

medley of joy and s orrow, success and failure Jhich make up t he chronicle of our 
I 

fugitive days upon earth. ·1any indeed are He thoughts icn t hiR d ::ty a kens 

·,ithin us. many are the themes a d not the le st of the e, is t Le thou5ht of freedom 

freedom ·hich so engrosses the minds of men and n tions today, and f or ,hich en are 

fighting and dying toda . 

One does not readil~ associhte Yorn Kippur ,it· the ide of Freed ; and et 

according to Biblical tradition, it ~son Yorn Kip~ur th~t t r e Jubilee Ye~r, 

the .,reo.r of freedom, as proclaimed in ncient Isr el. "On the tenth day of the --
sev nth month, on the Day of Atonement shall ye make proclamation with the Shof r 

throughout t he land ... and y e shall ~.,reclaim libert,) throughout the land tmto all 

the inha it~nts t ereof ...• Ye sh 11 return every man unto his patrimony and every 

m n unto his fa ·1~ ... The land shhll not be sold in er etuity , for the land is ne; ... 

If hy brother be waxen poor, and sell himself unto thee, thou shalt not make him to 

serve as a slave ••• He shall serve with thee unto the Ye r of the Jubilee. Then shall 

he J o out from thee, e and his children, and shall return to his own fum.il, and 

unto the ~ossessions of his fathers shall he return .... " 
I 
I 

It WhS on Yorn Kippur thut t nis extraordin~r la whose 
I 

urpose s to make men 

I 

I 
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secure against permanent impoverishment a.Irl enslavement and to revent the accumul tion 

of land in the hands of the fe, and the creation £ a landless and exploited .>roletarie.t 

w s proclaimed. In passing it might be noted that it is from this iblical pass· ge~ 

found in the ~5th Cha~ter of the Book of Leviticus. that the revolution ry Foundi g 

Fathers of our country borrowed the inscri ion hich they placed upon the Liberty Bell 

"ProcJaim Ye liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof!" This 
. 

oldest and most renowned law to rotect human liberties was ~roclaimed on Yorn Kip1ur; 

and appropris. tely so, for the over-all purpose of this da~, is to help men to become 

free, and to teach men how they can become free. 

Behind the idea of atonement for sin is an's longing to be freed from the 

burden of sin. Guilt is a he . load for c;.. man to carry. It weights him down. " y 

sins declares the Psalmist " are as a heav; burden, too heavy for me." •hen the 
is 

he&rt of manTnurdened ith sin hiss irit cannot soar. 

t. ~an vants to be set free from this pri on-house 

of guilt into hich som misdeed or error, or momentary ssio,i has cast Is he 
. 

to have th t chance? Or doomed forever? Atoneme t Day proclaims a blessed r 

The doors of the soul's prison-house can be opened ide by repent ce and contri ion. 

God does not de ire the de th of the sinner but th t he should return and live. 

an is encoura ed to m~ke a fresh st·rt, to move for ard again out of the shado·s . 

Thus while tonement Day is a fast day on hich a man should ufflict his soul it is 

on.}y t ~ at b" so do· bis soul might become purged and cleansed and free. When e confess 
~ 

our sins on Yorn Kip ur, we disencun1ber ours lves of the crushi ballast o f. irrev cable 

--deeds. The day is thus the soul's roud d y of emanci ation .- J 

Freedom - .hat an enkirrlll word! hat ~ noble concept! AJJ son 111 ■ 1 to 

• It is a fundament 1 urge of human life. The orld's battle-cry today is 

freedom. All men ,ant to be free. But ho? If freedom could be had sim ly for the 

asking or the wishing, nrtions would not be fighting for it tod. y and so many men would 

not be slaves today to others nd to themselves. t price freedom? 
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Here again our Atonement Day may give us the clue. The mesnage of the day is 
a 

that/man does not become free from the slavery of sin 

and confessi~n:- He must do much else besides. He must rectily the ~rong hich he had 

done. He must make restitution and repar~tion He must surre er all the ,ains hich 

accrued to him from his sins and misdeeds. He must give up much hich he ,ould love 

to hold on to. He must cast aside all false pride. and envy and h te and greed which • 

make sl ves of men, am upon their 

in 
~ tis oary/the soul where men become &~i•i~aeri½, free. Physicul chains are 

evil, but en can rem~in free even under their dread load. en have remained invincible 

in their integrity ands iritually free even under pnysicb.l persecution and +orture . 

tis in the soul, too, where men are slaves, bound in the fetters 

lusts and ssions their greed, their fears and eir vanities. 

The way to freedom is the y of sacrifice and sUITender sacrifice of what 

is lo and surremer to hat is high. 

:rtt 

All men wwit to be free, and yet nost of the tragedies of private nd pi lie 

life come from tne abuse of freedom 
r, a 

from a misconception or rversion of freedom. 

Se fishness ~is/gross form of freedom. ihy should I be restr~i ed b consider tion of 

the rights or the heeds of other people? I am content to take care of 

Irresponsibility is another gross form of freedom. •thy should l tie myself down to 

hard &nd exacti responsibilities, to unpleasant duties and obli tions. I would 

re1ther be free. Indifference is still another coarse form of freedom. -hy should 

I bother about other people 's troubles and worries. Of course I kno• th·t there are 

people in the world v1ho are poor, who are suffering, who are persecuted. I know that 

there is evil crime, and corruption in my community in my country, and :In the world. 

But hy should I bother bout it? Life is too short nd I don't care anyhow. 
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~y a broken home is the result of men or women want· 

what freedom really is, nor how it can be achieved or,...t,Cenecivett 

to be free nd not owing 

V It is hard to learn the simple lesson that freedom is a condition which exists 

only under moral law and th at it is achieved onl through certai subs anti 1 sel.f

restraints, self-denials and sacrifices. That is true of nutions as of individuals. 

Political liberty, for example is had ooly as long as powerful safeguards are maint ained 

against the exercise of arbitrary power by every branch of government by government 

itself, by all classes of people and by the people as a whole. Po erful self-

restrains are re4uired to insure political freedom. 

Nations h~ve frequently wrecked themselves and tne ace of the world because 

they lusted after a degener te form of freedom. The azis 1 concept of freedo was 

to exercise the right to do as extermin~te all who stood i n their ay 

to con~uer and dominate the world. 

others. 

J The nations, after the l _st ar wanted to 

freedom to epp •• 

free and secure. hey built an 

international organization for eace. They all wanted freedom from aggression but 

they were unwilling to surrender any of t heir 1 c prerogatives 
I 

of absolute sovereignty, to s stem of international 

th inevit&.ble restraints of responsible collective life. This destroyed the League 

of ations. The Sume mistake seems likely to be repeated again - if the reports 

eman t the Dumbarton Oaks congerence are to be credit ed. ...Nono ot:Jhe big 
V\, 

to 

m 

powers onsent to any coll€ctive action which • ht be take against...ii8Sllmi.r ~.-.....--~-,...,, 

in case declared to be the, gressor , reserves a veto po er ag· inst 

bei declared the aggressor. lit insists on bei g tie judge in i t s own case. Sma. Jer 

states ma be adjud ed to be aggressors but not any of the Big Four. This means of 

course, that the edifice of interna tional security which is bein attempted a secooo 

I \JV 
time will again collapse~ the first major strain; for a system based on inequality 

before the law c&.n.not long endure. Nations cunnot be free and arbitrary. 
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V There are misguided and subversive individuals and groups here and elsewhere who 

think that the concept of freedom confers upon them the right to abuse and undermine 

freedom, tor g C ~- exploit the right of free speech and the opportunities which a 

free society afford them to sow hate, discord and prejudice among t e citizens of 

their country and to incite all forms of vicious intoler·nce. Such men make a mockery 

of freedom and betray it. 

✓ A free society and free men must bring into play powerful voluntary self

disciplines and strong moral co trols, if they wish to remain free. Also gre~t ide 1s t 

,that made ·ca free? Not merely our form of governmont, and our constitution. 

These ere only the expressions of an ideal which inspired and motivated the actions 

of the Found.in Fathers of our Republic . This ideal has ersisted undimmed in the 

spirits of all great ericans who succeeded them. They wanted en to be free men 

everywhP..re - truly free. They anted America to lead the way t u freedom everywhere. 

This they conceived to be the heroic destiny of eric. This ideQl has enerally 

contr lied and determined the major trends in our domestic life, for a century and 

a half, as well as our social legi l~tion and the larger sweep of our foreign 

policies. 
I. • I 

Via'rs. 

It was the irresistible round swell which carried us into the t o world . . . , 
c·n preserve the American way of life for us through the tryin times 

to come. For a great ution to remain free ~~thout an ideal, is ~ impossibility. 

✓ For man to be free -- he must have an ideal. He must be free in God and 

ithin God's absolute mor 1 l~w. To be able to sail freely and securely one must have 

a ch rt nd a compass. One must know nd follow a chartered course. Blind s uiling 

and drifting is not freedom. They end in shipwreck. A sur eon who is not fully 

trained in his profession, and is not thoroughly fwniliar with his sc·ence and does 

not scrupulously observe its laws is not free to oper~te successfully. He is the 

slave of his own ignor nee, incom etence arrl desperLte improvis tion. Nor is one a 

great sllllleon ho does not look upon his rofession ith the consecr~tion of ideal. 

A musician who has not trained himself painstakingly through years of pr cticeinto 
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the techniques of his a.rt and t he laws governing ~ i .~ simply not free to play 

in a manner to do justice to his composition, his instr ent or himself. He is 

the helpless slave of inadequacy arrl unpreparedness. 

✓ Freedom to express our essential endowments the po er that is in us and our 

highest talents - and only these ualities merit the right of free expression, is 

achieved only by acquiring disciplines, by surren '. ering caprice and willfulness, and 

by maturing in constancy and spiritual steadfastness. 

~hen is a man truly free? Jehuda Halevi gives the ans er. "The slave of 

..&JJie the slaveJ of slaves. The slave of uod, he alone is free!" 

hen is a man free? hen he is the slave of grea t mor c;.ll convictions. "I am 

not bound to win, declared Abraham Lincoln, but I ~ bound to be free. I am not 

bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up t u wn.;.L t light I have. I must stand ith 

anybody th'4t stands right, stand vdth him while he is ri ,ht cl.nd part ith him when he 

goes wrong ." braiam Lincoln ·s a free man v.rho helped o bring freedom to others. 

hen is a man fr e? Not hen he has everything hew nt s and can do everything 

• ✓he pleases, but when, l.acki g much th~t he needs and unable t o do ever· thing that he 

ould like to - nay more when he has many masters and carries ny burdens and 

yet knows how to carve out for himself out of his tubborn envjrorunent and his 

imprisoning obligc... tions an inner , compens c...ting freedo , and ho kno show to ret ire into 

s into a refuge and sanctuary . That man is free. The gr eat that inner world 

philosoph_er tJ11 -.--.... 

his epitaph: "tilave, poor as I 

poor wid lame. This inscription .ha Pequc:,'t.ad ~ 

1 
halting as I trod r,f:~ , was 

the friend of God." 

✓ When is a man free? ot when he says anything mat comes to his mind ~nd in 

whatever manner he chooses, regardless of tact, taste, courtesy or social responsibility. 

Such a man does not talk freely. He talks loosely, His speech does not convey courage, 

only c •rseness- Free speech is responsible speech. , ords are we pons. 
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The~ can wound and they cwi kill. f Our .orld has been turned into a mad-house b the 

W1bridled speech of criminal poli tica.l adventurers who spread their lying propa ,1.nda 

through the orldl 

'hen is a man free? Not hen he is driftwood on the stre~m of life, carried 

along on the leas nt waters of a care-free existence, delightfully insouciant, free 

of all cares or worries or ambitions, drehlilily indolent in a world of sweet contentment. 

He is not free at all - only drugged, like the lotus-eate ,,s in the Odyssey. His soul 

is debris and his life has disintegrated. Such a man moves through life like a fatted 

and garlamed ox led to the sacrifice on the altar of total incLDity. To be free 

in action, instr gle, in undiverted and purposeful achievellient, to move forward 

tov.ards a orthy obj ective across a fierce terrain of resistb.nce, to be vital aid 

aglow in the exercise of a great enterpri e - tn~t is to be free, and to kno the 

joy and exhilaration of true freedom. A man is free only wnen he has an errand on 

earth. 

✓ hen is a ~ee? •hen he is not t he slave of petty worries and irritations 

~hich chafe and~ tor the :lave of false s ~andards or vain conceits. or r~n ling 

envies or passionate hates or foolish e cesses and all the sad stock- pile of human 

chains which men fashion on themselves and from hich they alone c liberate tnemselves. 

To find release from their constr~ints in the fervent pursuit of a good pur.ose -

t hat is to be free. 

talk much today about freedom - all inds of freedom -- free government 

free enterprise, free speech, a free press, personal freedom a free world . But do 

e really ant freedom? Or are e really thinking of something else, some 1ing 

quite different, something. in fact, which in the lon1~ run destroys freedom. 

re e thinkinJ of indulging our ever · h±m tuck aV1ay in the dark corners 

of our hearts? Are we thinkin ..f Sl}lj,king off our irksome responsibilities nd rejecting 

all the necessary curbs of allegiance loyalty and reel rocity without which all orderly 

social life is impossible? Is this tL.e freedom for hich ·e are really hankering 
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even though we refuse to ackno ledge it even to ourselves? Then it is 

Jeremiah characterized as~ revolting and rebellious hearts. 

who "rebel against the light," to use another Biblical phrase . 

e re amon those 

The ay to reed.om is a hard way, througn surrender and sacrifice, through self

discipline and hard training and t ough the talcing on of the burdens of willin 

service~ to worthy ideals in place of the burdens of 
1

inv~unta.ry servitud~to ignoble 

emotions and ambitions. . it jg tbs ;[jg - ·--• _.._ .. _ the -.r:ay of 

irner purification vhich when achieved, adds an element of randeur to our life, 

and makes this poor clod of earth hich is man glo ~ith the irridescent light of 

God,an orb of light and song. 
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THY nILL BE DONE 
John ureei.leaf 1th· t ier 

He see not, kno not; all our way 
Is ni~ht, - with Thee alone is day: 
From out the torrent's tr led dr~rt, 
Above t~e storm our praye s we lift, 

Thy will be done! 

The flesh may fail, the heart may faint 
But ho are we to m·- e complaint, 

r dare to plead, int· es liAe these, 
The weakness of our love of ease? 

Thy will bed ne! 

We t ke wi. th solemn thankfulness 
Our bur.Jen up, nor .:..Skit lens, 
And count it j y that even we 
.ay suffer, serve, or wait for Thee 

hose 11 b done! 

Th u_;h u as et in tint and line, 
,e race Tny picture's ·ise design, 

And thunk Thee that our ~5e up!)lies 
Is d~rk relief of s·crifice. 

Thy will he do et 

nd if in our un or iness, 
Th s crifici 1 wi e e .ress; 
If from Thy o eal's he ted bars 
Our feet are seamed ·ith crimson scars, 

Thy ,ill be donet 

If for he ge to co,e this hour 
Of tri 1 hath vicarious po er. 

d lest by Thee, our present in 
e Lib rt) 1s eternu ai , 

Thy vill be donet 

Strik Thou the aster e Thy keys 
The anthem of e destiniest 
The minor of 'l'h loftier strb..in 
Our hec..rts snail rea.tne t.1-ie old refruin 

Tny ', ill be donet 
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"On tne tenth 11· y oft e seventh onth, 
on the Day of Atonement shall ye make 
proclamation 1th the Shofar throughout 
the land ••• and ye shall procl im liberty 

....,__ 

throughout the 1 d unto all the inhabi-
t , nts thereor ••• Ye shall return ev ry man unt 
his patrimony and evecy man unto his family ••. 
The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, 
for the land is 11 ine; ••• rr hy brother be 

waxen poor, and sell himself unto thee, thou 
shalt not mi e him t serve as · slave ••• He 
shall serve thee t e year or the Jubilee. 
Then sh 11 tee, he and his childre 
and ~hall eturn to hiso n famil, a nd unto 
the possessions of his fathers shall he e-
turn •.•• " 



"I am not bound to win, declared Abraham 

Lincoln, but I am bound to be fre e . I am not 

bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up 

to hat light I have. I must stand with any

body that stands right, stand with him while 

he is rig t 1 and p rt . it him rhen he goes 

wrong.' 



I --
THOUGHTS ON FREEDOM 

BY ABBA HILLEL SILVER, D. D. 

"On the tenth day of the seventh 
month, on the Day of Atonement 
shall ye make proclamation with the 
Shofar throughout the land ... and 
ye shall proclaim liberty throughout 
the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof . . . Ye shall return every 
man his patrimony and every man 
unto his family . . . The land shall 
not be sold in perpetuity, for the 
land is Mine; . . . If thy brother be 
waxen poor, and sell himself unto 
thee, thou shalt not make him to 
serve as a slave ... He shall serve 
with thee unto the Year of the 
Jubilee. Then shall he go out from 
thee, he and his children, and shall 
return to his own family, and unto 
the possessions of his fathers shall 
he return . . . '' 

All men want to be fr e, and yet 
most of the tragedies of private and 
public life come from the abuse and 
misuse of freedom, from a miscon
ception or perversion of freedom. 
Selfishness, for xample, is a gross 
form of freedom. lhy should I be 
r strained by consid ration of the 
rights or the needs of other peopl ? 
I am content to take care of mys f. 
Irr sponsibility is anoth r gros form 
of freedom. Why shou d I tie mys !f 
down to hard and xac ing re pon
sibilitie , to unpleasan du i s and 
obligations. I would r ther be fr e. 
Indifference is still another coarse 
form of freedom. Vvhy should I 
bother about other people s rou l ., 
and worries. Of course I know th t 
there are peopl in tl e wor w o arc 
poor, who ar uffering who are 
persecuted. I know that there is 
evil crime, and corruption in my 

community, in my country, and in 
the world. But why should I bother 
about it? Life is too short and f
don't care anyhow. I want to be 
free. 

Many a broken home is the result 
of men or women wanting to be free 
and not knowing what freedom really 
is, nor how it can be achieved or 
conserved. 

It is hard to learn the simple 
lesson that freedom is a condition 
which exists only under moral law 
and that it is achieved only through 
certain substantial self-restraints, 
self-denial and sacrifices. That is 
true of rations as of individuals. 
Political liberty, for example, is had 
onl s long as powerful safeguards 
, :-e ma:n ain\.::d a.gai 1.:>t t l:: A.t.r i .. e 

of arb'trary power by e ery branch 
of government, by government 
i self, by all classes of the peo le and 
by the people as a whole. o erful 
self-restrain s are r quired to i ur 
political freedom. 

Nation have freq ently wrecked 
themselves and the peace of the 
world because they lusted af er a 
de en rate form of freedom. Th 
Nazis cone p of fr edom was to 
xercise he righ o do as they 

pleased, o xterminate all who 
stood in th ir way, to conquer and 
domina e the world. Th y thought 
of freedom as the right to deny 
fr e om to oth rs. 

The n tion 
anted to b fr 

after he last war, 
and ecure. They 

. ilt an inter ational organization 
for p ace. They 11 wanted freedom 
from aggre sio but they wer un-



willing to surrender any of their 
rerogatives any of their rights of 

absolute so ereignty, to a system of 
international control and to the 
inevitable restraints of responsible 
collective life. This destroyed the 
League of Nations. The same mis
take seems likely to be repeated 
again if the reports emanating from 
the Dumbarton Oaks conference are 
to be credited. The big powers will 
not consent to any collective action 
which might be taken against them
selves in case they are declared to be 
the aggressors. Each of the big powers 
reserves a veto power against being 
declared the aggressor. Each insists 
on being the judge in its own case. 
Smaller states may be adjudged to 
be aggressors but not any of the Big 
Four. This means, of course, that 
the new edifice of international 
security which is being attempted 
a second time will again collapse 
under the first major strain; for a 
system based on inequality before 
the law cannot long endur Nations 
cannot be free and arbitrary. 

There are misguided and sub
v rsive individuals and groups h re 
and lsewhere who think that the 
concept of freedom confers upon 
them the right to abuse and und r
mine freedom, to exploit the right 
of free speech and the opportunities 
which a free society afford them to 
sow hate, discord and prejudice 
among t e citizens of their country 
and to incite II forms of vicious 
intol ranee. uch men m ke a 
mock ry of fre dom and betray it. 

A free soci ty and free men must 
bring into play pow rful voluntary 
self-disciplines and strong moral con
trols, if th y wish to r main fre . 
Also great ideals! 

--
For a man to be free- he must 

have an ideal. He must be free in 
God and within God's absolu e 
moral law. To be able to sail freely 
and securely one must have a chart 
and a compass. One must know and 
follow a chartered course. Blind 
sailing and drifting is not freedom. 
They end in shipwreck. A surgeon 
who is not fully trained in his pro
fession, and is not thoroughly fami
liar with his science, and does not 
scrupulously observe its laws is not 
free to operate successfully. He is 
the slave of his own ignorance, in
competence and desperate impro
visation. Nor is one a great surgeon 
who does not look upon his pro
fession with the consecration of an 
ideal. A musician who has not trained 
himself painstakingly through years 
of practice into the techniques of 
his art and the laws governing it is 
simply not fre to play in a manner 
to do ju tice to his composition, his 
instrument or himself. He is the 
helpless lave of inadequacy and 
unpreparedness. 

Freedom to express our essential 
endowments, the power that is in 
us, and our highest talents- and 
only these qualities merit the right 
of free expression, is achieved only 
by acquiring disciplines, by sur
rendering caprice and willfulness, 
and by maturing in constancy and 
spiritual steadfastness. 

When is a man truly free? J huda 
Halevi gives th answer. "The slave 
of time is the slav of slaves. The 
slave of God, he alone is free!" 

When is a man fr ? When he is 
the slave of great moral convictions. 
' I am not bound to win, declared 
Abraham Lincoln, but I am bound 



• --
to be free. I am not bound to suc-
ceed, but I am bound to live up to 
what light I have. I must· stand with 
anybody that stands right, stand 
with him while he is right and part 
with him when he goes wrong." 
Abraham Lincoln was a free man 
who helped to bring freedom to 
others. 

When is a man free? Not when 
he has everything he wants and can 
do everything he pleases, but when, 
lacking much that he needs, and 
unable to do everything that he 
would like to- nay more, when he 
has many masters and carries many 

burdens and yet knows how to carve 

out for himself, out of his stubborn 

environment and his imprisoning 

obligations an inner,, compensating 

freedom, and Who knows how to 

retire into that inner world as into 

a refuge and sanctuary. That man 

is free. The great philosopher 

Epictetus was a slave, poor and 

lame. At his death he requested 

that this inscription be put on his 

tomb as his epitaph: "Slave, poor 

as Irus, halting as I trod I, Epictetus, 

was the friend of God." 

When is a man free? Not when 

he says anything that comes to his 

mind and in whatever manner he 

chooses, regardless of tact, taste, 

courtesy or social responsibility. 

Such a man does not talk freely. He 

talks loosely. His speech does not 

convey courage, only coarseness. 

Free speech is responsible speech. 

Words are weapons. They can wound 

and they can kill. "Life and death 

are in the power of the tongue." 

Our world has been turned into a 
mad-house by the unbridled speech 
of criminal political adventurers who 
spread their lying propaganda 
through the world, and poisoned the 
springs of human thought and action. 

When is a man free? Not when he 
is driftwood on the stream of life, 
carried along on the pleasant waters 
of a carefree existence, delightfully 
insouciant, free of all cares or wor
ries or ambitions, dreamily indolent 
in a world of sweet contentment. 
He is not free at all- only drugged, 
like the lotus-eaters in the Odyssey. 
His soul is debris and his life has 
disintegrated. Such a man moves 
through life like a fatted and gar
landed ox led to the sacrifice on the 
altar of total inanity. To be free in 
action, in struggle, in undiverted 
and purposeful achievement, to move 
forward towards a worthy objective 

across a fierce terrain of resistance, 

to be vital and aglow in the exercise 

of a great enterpris that is to be 

free, and to know the joy and ex

hilaration of true freedom. A man 

is free only when he has an errand 

on earth. 

When is a man free? When he is 

not the slave of petty worries and 

irritations which chafe and fret, or 

the slave of false standards, or vain 

conceits, or rankling envies, or pas

sionate hates or foolish excesses, and 

all the sad stock-pile of human chains 

which men fashion on themselves 

and from which they alone can 

liberate themselves. To find release 

from their constraints in the fervent 

pursuit of a good purpose- that is 

to be free. 



WORLD-FAMOUS JEWISH MAGICIANS 
By Helen Hirsch 

"Abracadabra," says the conjuror 
with a typical high-hat, from which 
he extracts the proverbial !"abbit. 

From the earliest days, like magi
cians, Jews have been restless 
wanderers. In Medieval times, 
when they sold their goods at fairs 
and markets, they also sold their 
skill offering their performances to 
gaping crowds. 

Magic is designed to fool the 
brain, therefore conjurors' tricks are 
carefully built-up plays. Many of 
these tricks rely on his study of the 
masses. The better he knows them, 
the more easily he can fool them. 

And the world has enjoyed being 
fooled through thousands of years. 
In modern times the famous con
jurors with American, English and 
Italian names are mostly Polish 
Jews from Galicia or such as whose 
parents have been born there. This 
is true above all of the so-called 
magicians famed for their speed and 
skill, their inventive genius and 
power of imagination. Great names 
of international renown, even im
mortal names are among these 
Jewish conjurors. 

One of the most interesting person
alities in magic, the greatest magician 
in the world, the King of modern 
conjurors, was Jacob Meyer Phila
delphia. He was born August 14, 
17 50 in Philadelphia and his name 
was Jacob Meyer. Son of poor Jews 
from Galicia, his parents emigrated 
to the United States early in the 
Eighteenth Century. His life has 
been a strange one, so strange, indeed, 
that it can be compared only with 
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that of Joseph Balsamo, Count 
Alexander Cagliostro. 

Young Jacob was always interested 
in the art of conjuring. But could 
one be a good magician with the very 
prosaic name of Jakob Meyer? It is 
not known when he abjured Judaism, 
except that it was when he changed 
his name of Jakob Philadelphia or 
Philadelphus Philadelphia. From 
his early childhood, he loved mathe
matics, physics and the Cabbalah. 
The Duke of Cumberland, having 
heard of his famous experiments, 
summoned him to his Court, where 
he won fame and fortune in his 
triple role of astrologer, alchemist 
and conjuror. 

H,e start,ed his career in England 
naming himself "artist of mathe
matics and magic" and he must have 
been exceptionally successful, for his 
name is honorably mentioned in 
an ({ English Magazine" during 
the years 1758 and 1759. He then 
began traveling all over Europe and 
showed his craft and skill before 
many kings and members of royal 
families. In 17 71 he is in St. Peters
burg and Catherine II displays an 
unusual interest in him as artist and 
man. In 1 773, he shows his famous 
ghost-conjuring trick (by means of 
vapor) in Vienna and receives three 
hundred thalers from the enchanted 
Emperor for his performance. 

Frederick the Great invited him 
to Berlin and highly admired his 
skill. But soon the shrewd King of 
Prussia found the magician uncanny 
and even dangerous and expelled 
him from his court. So Ph~·1 delphus 
wanders to South Germ ny and 
France, comes in touch ith revo
lutionary elements, bt1y returns to 
Prussia in 1783. In a special audience, 
he submits a plan to Frederick the 
Great: "Why not open business 
relations with the United States?" 
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