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Yorn Kippur 1948 

All the majestic and echoinP, ideas of Yorn Kippur - repentance, for~ive

ness, atone~nt - divine justice and mercy - derive from one root doctrine of 

our reli~ion - ~od is close to man. r.od is interested in man. God dwells in 

man's world. ::'here have been systems of deistic thou,tht which, while acl·now

led~in~ the existence of a creator, a supreme bein~, removed im to transc n

dance heyond the reach of man's needs and intercession. r.od created the universe, 

ordained its immutable laws for all times, and thereafter He had no further con

cern with it. The fortune~ of mankind, the stru ~les and aspirations of indi

vidual men, the ~oodness of the ri ghteous or the wickedness of the e·11 doers, 

infringe 
do not li~ upon His exalted and abstracted existence. 

While He is the author of the moral as well as the physical law.s, He 

does not interfere or intervene, ewards for virtu~ and punishment of sins are 

automatic in strict accordance with preordained rules. God is removed from the 

world which He created and from the application of the law of right and wron 

of which He is the author. 
sll 

Judaism rejects;\such reli~ious phi los hies. They limit the power of 

God. They offer man no comirunion with His c aa tor, no dwcllin place in the 

love and compassion of God. 1 an cannot pray to a eint whose"arm is never 

stretched out in answer to pra~cr and whose ea r is never open to the su pli-

cation of the penltentr. hou~h no~in lly t hese stems retain a belief in 

r.od, they deprive faith of all its ynamic and rede pitive power. 

Judaism proclaims a livin ~ and indwellin~ God, who is both transcen

dant and immanent, within his creation~ and a ove it. The Heaven of Leaven 

cannot cont~in Him but e dwells also in the hu . le and contrite heart. 

God, havin creat d .i s world, has not a andoned it. In truth, r.od 

is eternally unfoldin the process of Hid creation. God is eternally at work 

in His Universe. Natu~e is ev lvin J ! L nkind 1 volving! God watches over 

the unfoldment of His desi n of creation. He watches over mankind which He 
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created, and He watches over every child¥ of man whose personal destiny is 

an intetral part of the destiny of the whole of mankind. 
• J • 

God is near! 

Wherever you find in Scriptures the power of God entioned you will also find 

mention of His humility - God reached down - man reached up. 

God is close to man. God is interested in man, in what he does, in what he is. 

It had been ~enerally accepted by all ancient reli~ions that what 

their nods were interested in was ritual and sacrifices. ?he proper performance 

of certain rites, the strict o s ervancc of certain , or the chantin~ 

of certain ma~ical formulas. Judai~m•s revolution ry idea in the realm of re

Ii ion was the suhordination of all artificial and formal rites and observances 

to ethical conduct, to serve r.od ~as to do . is wi 1, and His will was a moral 

will, the law of justice and love and truth. T. i s was the essence of what we 

call prophetic Judaism. Fast ay. ( uote ) 

<;od is inte't"ested in what man does in performin~ his moral oblil-ations. 

Man m! cannot know much abcut the nature of God. Even 1oses failed to comprehend 

God's treu natu e and tlory. t· c can see som of God's handiwork. y contem-
may 

plating it w~~gain some under t r ndin~ of the , ays of the creator. ut His es-

sential Bein3 is forever hidden from t e eyes of rtal and finite man. Put 
throu~h of His c ildren, 
•·•..:. the minds and hearts of t e wises;;1 the seers and prophets of all tirT'es, 

He has revealed to us His will. This is what ma n shall do and live. in blessed-

ncss and peace. Thus not 

jud~ d, but by our actions. 

your beliefs, nor by our knowled e, are we 

eliefs are important. _nowledge is valuable. 

But only as thy lead to deed accepta e to God. 

_an is of cou~se not all-pot crful. He is limited. He cannot accomplish 

the ~ood which he would like to. He is frustrated. The dram of man's moral 
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life unfolds in a world of conflict and contend ng forces, within himself and 

outside of himself. There is no moral proiress without strug~le, and in his 

stru~ ,les, man does not always succeed. Our reli~ion teaches us that Jod, the 

ri . hteous jud~e and the friend of man, does not judte X us accor<lin~ to lili~ our 

success but accord in1! to our stt"ivin~ ! It is not so much what we do but what 

w try to do! earnestly, devotedly, «Ytt with all our heart~, souls mi~ t -
; , J 

failed 
o not e discouraged! If you have f~ffXM in the quest 1 t is the effort it-

self that matters in the si~r.t of r.od. 

~od is interested in wha.t man does, but also in how he does it. T ere 

are way of doin~ thin~s - ri~ht ways and wron~ ~·ays of doin~ even ood thin . .,s. 

The qua ity of our sense of good is also very importc'nt. Some serve ~odour of 

fear, an~ some out of love. Which service is more acceptable? Sor:1e serve God 

in the expectation of reqard, others without t e expectation of reward. Whose 

s ervice is nobler? Some seive ~od in 1urrii • y and quiet piety and others in 

Sr:lU self-ri~hteousness or spiritual(?) 

tru~y r e l i ,,ious? 

• ich ~~V service is t e more 

, • , I 

Our reli•ion has much to say a out these su jects. 
• I ,. , 

abhis declare: ' :'hatever you do, s . ould be done by you our of love". 

t~ill do only enou~h to void punishment. Other -

in overf lo •ing easu,..e and with jo , 't ich ennohl e s and exalts him. 

Judaism lelieved in rewa r d and puni h. ent, in retribution. tnitke 

i losophicAl schools who lacked f al th in t· rre1a d ful e~s of virtue', and 

t ere fore tau~ t the principle of " irtue for its o n sake'', Judaism tau,.ht 

that no ri , teous deed •oes un eward d, even thou ';h the r ward may not e evi-

dent to thee e. ~ut Judaism tau~ t tat even thou~ reward is sure to come 

we should not serve r.od in expectat·on of it. F.v r laborer is worthy of his 

hire. ut a la orer should not wor foi-: thew , e which he is to receive out 

for the joy and satisfaction o doin his job. The artist creates, not in 

.... 
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rel tion to the monetar, reward - expresses him. "~·'\.Jst" serve t;od - even 

sacrifice and martyrdom . 
I 

Yes, God is interested in "how" we do ~ood in the world. 

walk humbly even when you do acts of justice and ove . The acceptible sacri-
, / 

fices of God are the broken spirit. 

is a form of humility. Man is brou~ht down in his pride to confess 

that he has sinned and to ask for forgiveness. This 1s the prelude to spiri-

tual di ,nity. God does not wish man to "belittle" himself -

,. 
I 

but to cast aside the trappin , s of false pride and outer show, which keep him 
I _,, " 

meanmd small and enslaved . God egards 

"Who so is hauthty of eye and proud of heart, him will I not suffer." "Every

one that is proud in eart is an abomination tote Lord". Story of R. Elazar 

b. Si110n; ridinr,, happy, well, p eased ~it~ him~elf.;1 Take the matter of ivin 

c, arity, certainly a meritorious act 
I • / 

And ., et 

tee are ways of doin~ it - and not doin• it. Ch rity should be ~iven without 

oste tation, pu Jicity, not for acclamation. 

, o lest charity 

know P,iver. 

~y ~KX~tt ~ive does no knot recipient, recipient does not 
/ 

Simeon the miser . Th~re is a way of elpin ~. , st be ~iven ea?,erly not 0 rud,.,-

in~ly. 

And you should not be~rud e it. 

God is interested not only in w at man does but in what he is. Is he 

modest, humble, whole-hearted and c can of he~rt, a man of quiet good will. 

Moses. 

noes he accept hiss..ifferln~ with resi , nation, his burdens with calm fortitude, 

without storming at the gat of heaven in rebel 1 ion. Is he a man who would 

rath r suffer abuse than au chis fellow mon. oes he a on his n ople 

horn , friend:;, law of his kindn"' s. ·oes he re lly love his fellow man. 

,- -

,. . 
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This is Judaism's conception of a spiritually civilized human being, the spiri

tually cultured gentleman. Not all peoples have the same conception of the 

ideal man. lot a saint - not an ascetic - not a hermit, not a narrow scholar, 

spiritually cultured/ being, who lives and in bein~ in 
fully ,-al 1 

society~ shares}in~ its stru~ ~lcs and la ors, not a ove the co on tas sand 

simple joys of life. ~ut soinn 311 thin~s kindly, simply, ~elpfully, with 

!ritual ~race and reserve, not innocent but disciplined, wise beyond sophis

tication, humble in the knowl d .. ~ of his kinship with God. He is beyond all 

fads and fa~hions in . . morals, heyond cynicism, eyonri doubt and despair. 

e walks in confidence and in freedom, for he wal 1<s with "od. 

,.... 
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Is such the fae that I h ve chosen . Tc day for~ m~ to 

afflict his soul? Is it to bow do,·m his hea as a bulrush, and to 

spread sackcloth a ashes under him? ilt thou call this a fas , and 

a acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this th fast that I have 

chosen? To loose the fetters of ·ckedness , to undo the bar. s of the 

yoke , arrl to let the oppressed go free , ad that ye break every yoke? 

Is it not to deal they bread to the hungry , and that thou bri .g the oor 

tha are cast out to they house? en thou seest the naked , hat hou 

cover him, and that hou hiae not thyself from thine OYm flesh? 




