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J I Yorn ·ippur 1949 

The human race fre~uently employs s•m ols to xpress thou~hts 
and feelin~s. Jveryw ere and in all a•es, objects in nature were used 

,. 

by men to represent their e tions, to serve as si~ns and emblems of their 
inner life. 

Thus man attached specific meanin~s to flowers and plants. The 
lily represented purity, the violet modesty, the laurel fa~e, the palm 
leaf victory, the olive branch peace, the asphodel death, the cypress 
mournin~, the amaranth i , rtali ty and rosemary remembrance. Flowers 
speak to man: "To me the meanest flower that blooms can give thou hts 
that do often lie too deep for tears"• sa~ the poet. ut man also 
speaks through flowers - and throu h their Ml!~l{X,C i atery he offers 
thoughts that do lie too deep for tears. 

Precious stones, likewise s m olized qualities and attri utes of 
human life. the ruby spoke of coura•e, and the diamond of urity, the 
~arnet of frien ship, the topaz of honesty, the blood tone of wisdo~, 
and the emerald of faith and love. 

And tals too, were part of the lan~ua~e of man's soul. ~old, 
silver, brass and i~on were eta ,ors frequently employed hy 

try tra-
ditions and us~ to conve sharply and conc,:-etely certain oral and 

spiritual qu liti s nd ide s. .-. eli~ion has frequently resorted to thds 
symbolism. T!)ey wer 

ed to ex ress both •ood and bad qualiti sin m n, 
both virtues nnd ·ice. Forte thin,s in them elves are neither ood 
nor badg, butt us of them i:e them so. 

Take gold for example. here ,,as much of it in the holy Temple 
of Jerusalem. There was an alt r of ~old, and the ~olden menorah; the 

and t e reastplate and the crown of the hi h priest, and the 
ark was overlaid ith V-old and the ark cover and the 
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not 
Gold itself was not onl'l\regarded as inherently evil but could be used 

to adorn the most holy shrine in Israel. The dome of the Temple was 

covered with ~old - so that when the sun shone upon it it could be seen 

at ~reat distances and men's hearts would be turned to lCMM reverent 
as 

thou~hts Mt the radi~nt message of the sancbuary reached them. 

But on Yorn Kippur, on the holiest day of the year, when the 

hi~h priest was to enter the Holy of Holies to pray for forgiveness for 

himself, his household and the household of Israel, he divested himself 
a 

of his ~old robes and in/iflain white and unadorned garment he stood be-

fore the Lord. For Vom Kippur , accordin~ to tradition, was the day -~hen 

the children of Israel ·were for ,::, iveni;i for their leader ~oses had inter

ceded, for the ~rave sin of. havin~ made nnd worshipped the ~olden calf in 

the wilderness. Gold had etr3yed them. They had worshipped gold in

stead of God. The hi"h priest was accordin~ly not to wear ~ny ~mbroi-
( ,._ _/• , , 

- ✓ 

dered ~arments reminiscent of the apostasy induced by ~old. 

The accuser, the prosecutor cannot hecome the advocate. 

There "'1as yet another eeason for the plain white garm~nt . It 

was to remind the\ hi h priest of the day of death and of the funeral 

shroud. It was to make him hum le in the thought of life's impermanence 

and the brevity of man's days upon earth . In the Holy of Ho ies, 

God and destiny, what meanin0 can th re be to any show and di play of 

._.,old and silver, to rank and fortune. ~, your head M t:5i in hu ility, 

oh man of clay, an1 dirt, and pray for mercy and for iveness. In the 

realm of the spirit and of the eternal there is no room for the pride of 

wealth and pa~ade of gaud and tinsel. 

Our reli~ion kney the dan~er~ lurking in ~old and silver, in 

riches and possession. ither men for ot God when they row rich or 

-
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... 

3 

make false tods and worship them. In Deut: "P.eware lest thou for 0 et the 

Lord thy God, lest when thou hast eaten and are satisfied, and hast built 

~oodly houses, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, then thy heart 

be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, who brouzht thee forth 

out of the land of Egypt, who led thee through the great and dreadful wildt 

erness - and thou say in thy heart; my power and the might of my hand hath 

~otten me this wealth". 

With wealth comes conceit, self-sufficiency, arro~ance, quali

ties deadly to rr.an's ppiritual life. Even kinrs were adm6nished not to 

multiply to themselves silver and ~old. It is told of the no le calip 

Omar that he instructed all the ~overnors whom he appointed overt e I 

which he conquered~ that they must noh ride on horse ack, nor et ~hite 

read, nor wear fine clothes, nor s - t up a door et:ween thems Ives and 

those who had au•ht to ask of th • or he knew how power and weal th 

corrupt, set up door- ~riers, turn rulers heartless and ultimately those 

ruled rebellious. The prophet Hosea complained that the very corn abd 

wine and oil, and the ~old and silver which God X ~ttX ave unto man, 

they dedicated to the aalim, the idols. 

Love of .>old leads to all fonns of idolatry, to avarice and ex

ploitation, to vul ,arity and ostentation, to envy and hate, to robbery 

and oppression - to all the horrible molochs, whose ritual is sin ond 

whose victims are the soil of the wrecked cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah was ~old. O\.:r sa 0 es did not re~ard old, the possession of 

wealth as intrinsically evil. They did not preach poverty as an ideal, 

nor advocate it as a ~piritual di cipline. It is the all-consumin lust 

of ~old that is spirituoll devestatin. , M~X sacrifice all - friends, 

family, chil ren co ni . tvi self-culture, books, setvice. 

-
~ 
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Ecclesiastes: "r.old hath been the ruin of many. It is a stumblin~ block 

unto them that sacrifice unto it. P.lessed is the rich, who had been 

tried by gold and foun<l perfect; then let him ~lory ." Our sn~es were 

afraid of ~old - afraid of what it does to a man's spiritual inte
0
rity. 

(flute) fashioned out of reeds, sweet, , covered it with .,o d, 

harsh, - ~old had consumed its me~ody. r,old is a child of 

leus, declared the Greek poet • . either moth nor rust devours it, 

but the mind of man is devoured by this supreme possession. 

Brass, too, was used in the Temple. It had its reli~ious 

MifIUffi'ilt symbolism. For the makin~ of the tabernacle Israel was com-

manded to make of ~old and silver and brass. There was the 

altar 

vessels;XXX 

tal spaces. 

{ /;./,/, . .,, . 
and its tratin~ of brass; 

~ ~ti there were the two pillars of brass and their capi
( /;_I,,,:, l _,1 

There was the brazen ~rp nt, which when 

a man looked upon it having been b i tten by a serpent he lived. Brass 
( •' II / I ) 

I • 

meant stren~th, great prowess. pipes of brass. 

Rut brass came to r epresent also hardness of heart, stubbornness, im-

;,udence in sin. Isaiah said to Israel: MI know that thou are obstinate .. 
(I• 

thy brow is brass" .. .Je speak of brazen effronntery. 
j 

rass came to stand for the hard ruth e sness of man towards his f llo~ 

man, this is a great source of evil and sins in human life. 

Stron~ men are frequently bullish, opinionated, brutal, knowin 

nau~ht of , insolent, impatient, u forgivin~, inflexible in their 

vindictiv;ess. In this hard, flinty ~rou d, in a land of bri tone and 

salt and , nothin~ can ~row. It is ti in the broken ground that the? 

seeds of tttlf the spiritu life be 
( I 1-~fr- _,(., ~- ,I 

can sown -

"to walk humbly with God", is the noble, precious way of life. 

~efo~e honor is humility. 

And as for iro - there was no iron in the Temple. 

.... 

, 
J 
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I 
ancient Israel could be built with tools of iron. 
Thou shalt not lift up an iron tool upon it. ( )( 

Altars are dedicated to peace. Iron is 
used for arms and implements of war. Swords are fiashioned out of it; and 

tyranny and 
chains, spears, yokes - emblems ofAslavery - Cain was the first man to 

for~e the cuttin instru~ent of iron - and he was the desecndant of Cain 

who slew his brother. Iron, which in so ma~y ates has been a boon to 

man, and is to~ether with coal, the basis of our MMM~XM industrial civil

ization, has come to mean strife, war, conquest, human contentiveness and 

combativeness, inspired by greed and lust for power, which has brou
0

ht 
de~olation upon men. 

Gol~, silver, brass and iron - these symbolize the sins of men. 

They also sym olize the qualities which cnn atone for those sins. ere 

is an alchemy which can t ansmutc these ~ta ls from baseness to no i it . . 

Our forefathers follow ~ thesis oft e olden calf were commanded to 

ake an offerin~ of ~old and silver to ild the danctuary of the true 
God, so that the old oft eta ernac es all serve as an expiation for 

the old which they cm loycd in the a ing of the M~tf ,old n c~ f. 

old, in KM terms of s arin , the 0 ifts of the heart of old, ls the way 

which leads to the ~o den age. ~ealth used in the spirit of ste~ardship 

with an eye to the social ood, at t e behest of the eolden rule, is a 

boon to society nnd ma <es of its pozsessor a benefactor of man. i hy ·as 

Zion chosen ss the place for the Temple to be built - two brot crs. Sol-
ornon, in doubt as to where to build it. A heavenly voice directed him 

to a field in Mt. Zion o·med jointly by tv.·o brothers, 1 bachelor and poor, 

the second rich, lartc family. It was harvest time. Under cover of ni ht 

h~a.11 the poor brother carried over much of what he had to his brother's 
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of 
XMK ~rain; needed it more than he did because of his larie family. The 

rich brotherr_, in s6me clandestine way, added to poor brother's store, 

thinking that thou~h he had no family to support, he was poor. Such bro

therly love, such sharin~ of gifts and treasures, was the proper site for 

the Templ~ of the Lord. 

Likewise the stren th of man can be the source of his 0 reat 0 00d, 

when it means strength of charecter, firmness of purpose, coura e to 

stand by your convictions, power to curb your pa!"S ions and your e.ff 
f/··/ ·,,,~ /," /. -:;;,, ./_. .. _ 

{.A.-, ..,., ✓~ ,<.:-... , r.. , / 

, · cod pro--:,ised .Teremiah: " -ehold I have made this day a 

fortified city, and razen walls a~ainst the whole land, a•ainst the 
kins 

MK~, the ~Ml~~~ p~inces, th ppiest~ the p ople, and they sh 11 fi~ t 

/ 

a~ainst theeT hut the s 11 not prevail•·. Of this kind of unJ i~ldin 

stren~th there is too little in the wo~ld. It is very acceptable to God. 

It means loyalty, faithfulness, spiritual dur~btlity. 

And so with iron - to resist evil, to fi ht wrong and injustice, 

to combat the forces of da~kness, reaction, intolerance, and bigotry, tp 

oppose the tyrant, the diet tor, the exploiter, the is a form 
\ 

of combativeness, a from of spiritual ag ression, very pl asin 
I Y") 

th 

si~ht of God . Iron to cut the chains and yo·es of iron, ars of iron, of 

war, iron to break the iron cauldrons of discrimination wherein men suffer, 
( // ,:_,, / . I / . JI I/ ,-

£ this type of war, (I ..,, 

. ot to yield to misfortune, defeat, fight hard - use the iron in your 

soul! Put iron in the character of our c ildren - not pamper or m ke them 

soft - kind but not soft. On :om ·tppur-we re uscn~ wh t we have of p s

sessions, of stren~th, of am ition, int rest(?) as virtue or vice, for 
r ' /. I , · / , , r J ) 

,_,; " I ,j ,I, / 

ood or for. evil, for ~lo y or {1 • 

. ot content wit rsnoAl salv3tion - reconstruct - destroy - mil• 

itant morality - prophets - wielded scorpion whip J XX of their fury upon 
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all who sinned - turned asld,,ay of the humble . Poverty, 

~X illiter~cy. 

They spoke in thunder - like for in~ fires 
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Amethyst True love 

Ruby Courage 

Diamond Purity 

Pee.rl Purity and modesty 

Turquoise Prosperity 

Garnet Friendship 

Em.er ld Youth, Love, Life 

Top z Honest 

Bloo stone Courage, Wis o 

Aquamarine Goo for-tun 

Iapi IAz'l Truth, Virt e 




