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"MAKE III?JE EYES TO SEE" 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

'1lle mission of Juda.ism is to help us to find meaning in a universe where ult.1.m­

ate meaning is forever hidden trom us. I C6DJ8 across the other day this statement 

of Pro.fessor Albert Einsteins "What is the meaning o! humm lif'e, or o.f organic 

11.fe altogether? To an518r t ltls question at all implies a religion. Is there any 

sense then, you ask, in put.ting it. I answer, the an who regards his own li.fe and 

that of his reno...creatures as meaningless is not merely unfortunate, but almost ~ 

qualified .for life." 

This quotation or Pro.fessor Einstein brought to my mind amt.her quotati on rran 

a much older sources, n-om the Book o.f Psalms: "l!ake mine eyes to see, lest I sleep 

the sleep of death." llakc lrlne eyes to see 1 The function o.f Judaism, the tunction 

o! all great ethical religions is to make our eyes to see lest we sleep the sleep of -
death. 

There was a time when scientists were con.t'l dent that they would aoon find the 

solution .for the riddle o.f the universe. It was o~ a matter or t e, they thought, 

only a matter o.f adding one .fact to another, one new discovery to another, until the 

required total 1 reached, and then men will !mow fully all that they wish to know. 

By probing deepe:r and ever deeper, by research and investigation, they w, uld a:>on 

find the key to the solution of all the mysteries ot creation. 

In olll" generation scientists are tar loss confident. The most erudite amng them 

today aclaxmledge that objec+,i ve reality may forever elude the grasp or men. Aa 01'8 

scientist put it recon~s "There is no mystery o.f the physical world which does not 

point to a mystery beyond itself. All highways ot the intellect, all by-roads ot 

theor;y and conjecture lead ultimate:cy- to an abyss which human ingenuity can newr 

span." The reason .for it ia quite simple. an h!moolf is involved in everythi~ 

which he tries to understand, anl man is his own greatest mystery. 
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Although can has been denied the knowledge or ultimate reality - the haw and 

why ot things - he is nevertheless permitted to learn much, vary m· ch, of t rela­

tions which exist bet.een thiJ'l8s in the universe and the forces in the uni erse. 

While he may oover be able to explain because e , never be a le to understa.lld 

electricity or gravitation or magnetisn - their nature, their origin - he may ccrte l 

to understand a great deal about their operation, and thus, be enabled to use th 

to his advantage, to increase his power and his security in the world. It is in 

this field, which is unllmi ted, 01" prof"i table research and investi~tion, into the 

relationships of' thines am forces, in learnin hmr ttnncs operate and howr 11e can se 

them, that man can f'ind great reward and abundant satis£aet1.ons. Thus, even though 

scientific knowledge may never be absolute for n~ it nevertheless off'ers him a 

world of enterprise, challenge and meani.ng to satisfy a purposetul and victorioU8 

life. 

This is true also of man•s spiritual life. can never :U.arn the nature o£ 

God. Kan can never understand the ultimate purpose and plan or creation. The great­

est religious think.era have been the first to point this out, to re-state it time an1 

time again. Verily Thou art a God who hides Himselt, 11 we read 

in the Bible. Our religion speaks of God as "hidden". Hn'erthelees man has not 

been la .rt by God in utter darkness concerning tl ose matters which a!tect his destil\r 

in this basically unknowable uni verse. ch has been made known to him through seers. 

prophets and his own revealing experience. Thus~ while he may never know the true 

nature or God or the ultimate purpose of creation, he may leam llll.Ch about the oper­

ations of Ood•s lmre o~ justice, love, truth am selnesanesa in the world o~ men, 

and living by these laws, he 1187 propper and be blessed. 

"The secret things belong to the Lord our God.11 

"But the knOl'm thines belong to us am to our children ~orevm-." .1rxl what are the• 

known th:i.ngs? 11To do all the works ot this Torah•, 
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of this cooo of etl ., cal life hich th God-inspired oeers nd sager, or m kind nnd 

mankind itsel.r have evol-ved through the lo g centuries or living. 

Within a hard, Ul'\Y1,elding fl-ame rk or the unkmwn and tha unknowable t re 1 

a vast world or ascertainable, moral truth, and opr,ortunities for moral and s iritual 

growth and fulfillment wherein nu n can fin a sta. ng purpose in life, and chal­

lenge to noblest am.bi tions. You may call the: t vary profound an drama.tic story 

which is recorded in the Book of E>co,lus concerning the greatest or all the prophets 

of Israel, oses. . oee as sore:cy tried and troubled. He s harassed by the bick­

ering am ingratitude or the people, and hoart-sick over their apostasy. They have 

tu.mad mray :f'.r'om God to arorship the molten cal.r. _e s lost in black doubt am con­

fusion. He resolved upon a desperate measure. He oold demand God to ntftal H1m881.t 

to him. "Shoo me, I pray Thea,~ glory. Revoal unto I:l8 Tcy aelt. I want to know 

Whan I am serving and tor Whan I am enduring all neee tributions. I want to aee 

God.• T anmrer came back, "Thou canst not face for no man can see ar.rl 

live." But out or the cleft of s rocl, continue s sup3rb narration of the Bible, 

see was pennitted to "all the goodness" or God pass before hi 1, to hear a voice 

procla:lming the ethical attributes of the unlmowab. ad imisible. "The Im'-d, the 

Lord , rcirul n e;racl oue, 1o surr, ri an abundant in goodness and truth ••• " 

If' man rls. es to kno Ood, et h 8(1ek R" in morru. enterprise, in spiritual adven­

ture • in those ethical discipline hich a r::>roximate •a l the goodness" ot Ood. 

nAf'tor the lJJrd our God s 1a ye llc. n The Rabbis ask, hmr can a mortal, tin-

i te, n being imita1:"3 God - the inf"inite, the amipotent, the anniscient. ~ 

an8118r is gi-ven. nJust as God ia morcitul am cartp&SSionate, you, too, be merci.t"ul 

and canpassiot • Just. a God clothes the naked, feeds the hungry• you do l.ikew:1••• 

This is to im1 tate Goel. This is to seek God. This is to know God. 
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This walking in God I s wey- is net too di.ff' cult it th will is t -re. It i3 uot 

man cannot do it ,i t.:iout effort; 01 t • t i~, rot o arduou and forbi,. ding t ~t 

a man r.aad to bo di scoura d !:r n • LlO . n n~t nsk of us tho impo. sib. a• 

God does ot ju e us by c n ns ;.. a ... olute perfcc i • :1. T: ':'crru was not g1.v n to 

the angels. : n God breathe<! His sp::.rit into man, e '½re thed into a bo~.. .de 

was fashioned out of earthly clay and dust. 

Walldn in God •s way oes call!>r ; rseverance, courage and sacrifice, ut these 

are not be-.;or. too reach o:f man, providec.. he 

are available to him. 

loy all tl~ spiritual resources mu.ch 

It is in the pursuit of these thica.l o je.., t.i vcs t ~ t, t real leanino- of h mt 

li£e i:i; to be found arxl tl e real ceanin of 1uman destiny. He ,rho understant thia, 

his eyes are oT>ene • e ho oes not, s eeps too sloop of oath in the n.idst of life. 

"They do not know, they do not un rstan • They alk in dnrlmess." ost people, un­

fortunately, alk throuz ll;e ir1 dar ss. T 4 y :::e • but the7 do not observe. They 

hear, but they do not can~hend. To socie "a primro,.. by the river's brim a yell ,. 

primrose was to um• an it as nothina- ioore". " o ot rs thf'.ro is a clearer vi • on 

which finds tongs in trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in st.a s fu"1d Goe .... n 

everyt,! in • 11 

To which claas do belong: Do o ... oo for t1ean1.ng in all things? Do we soe" 11 

Ood •s goodness" pa,;,,s for our eyos .as l:iehol His world pass 'before us? Do we ar 

a voic callin_; to u out of o•r ~nifol e;; ric oes? - the vice oft Lord which, 

to tnose who ha ye ears to hear, "shaketh the :1dcrness and .:1ewatb out fl..anea ot r1re ••• 11 

It is not only t 1e itten and spo ~en r s '1ic have ... 1eaning. ords are perhaps 

the least aucccss.f "11 to convey deep anin • .1sic and painting, sculptiu-e and land-

scape frequently convey tar deeper me nings to ,.. 
• • y unto day uttereth speech, ard 

night unto ni ht declare th owl.edge, t oue t re is no speech, though there are no 

words." I?uman act speak eloquently and human relation have meming. our attitudes, 

ambitdons, pursuits, careers all have mean ng or siou1d have meaning. 
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This ace in which e liv :.s full of activity, but I am aft-aid is possessed ot 

little meaning. e travel very fast in our day and are eager to travel even raster. 

We can or,eak furt r, see further, hear f"urther almost every day. The tooipo of llf 

has been amazin J.y accelerated. we are taking ever deeper soundings in the mysteri­

ous realms of matter and energy. But what is the meaning 0£ all this stupendrus eJe­

ertion ot mind, this furious move.ment and canmotion, these phenanenal advances which 

we are makin 1n d and power? 

There would be a meantng to al 1 of our extraordinary activity if 1 t was all re­

lated to "all of Ood•a goodness"• But is it? ith the advent or these numberless 

inventions and disco"Veries arrl the vast accumulation of scientific knowledge, daath 

through wholesale slaughter has ccne to dlrell more intil!late~ w:i th the human race, 

and wars on a scale unknown in the past ha . become a CC111Donplace in our liws, and 

political and econcmic strife are toarin our orld apart, and we are helplessly be­

set with insecurlty and fear. 

There are those who go traveling through lie an those who go tramping through 

it. We can either c travolillG or we can eo tramping. Our generation has been tramp­

ing rather than traveline. The traveler has a purpose and he has a goal. The tramp 

has neither. Ho just goes. I£ there is a purpose am a goal, then there is unity in 

what re do• and direction and :interest. Then we can draw inspiration from the goal 

t hich we a re trying to reach. Then we knoll' how to husband our resoorcea, to gauge 

the measure or our success or our failure. 

It was the wise RaDan philosopher, Seneca, oo aida •0ur plans miscarey because 

they have no aim. When a man does not lmow what harbor he is making for, no wind 18 

the right wind.• 

Our penitential eeaaon which is cl1mamd by Yan Kippur, con.tronts us with this 

challenging question, Are you arare of any- real aeantng or what you anJ doing? Are 

you looking for a aning? What does it mean to you, tor example, that you are you 
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and not sor.eone else? \That does it mean to you that you aro alive, that you ve the 

privilege of llvi11g? ,'hat does it moan to you t:iat you belong to this fanf :cy and rot 

to aoother, that you have been educated, or that you have enjoyed this or that si:e­

cial opportunity? Does it :imply a specific challenge to you, a summons, a mandate? 

What does it mean to you that you are husband or rather, wife or mother, brother or 

sister? What obligations does it entail? In a hundred ways you are different tran 

your neighbor. What meaning oo you ascribe to this diatinctivenees? 

What does living in the yeat- 195'0 mean to ou? What does being an American mean 

to you? What does being a Jew mean to You? America is certainly more than a country. 

It is an idea, an el"Jdndli~ idea, an historic, revolutionary idea. lien have spoken 

ot the .American dream. It is a dream. It is a vision of aon:.-ething new and spiritu­

ally majestic. It has a ~aning. It is r::or-e than land, population and riches. Those 

who founded this republic spoke of certa:ln solt-evident truths, certain .t'llmmnental 

ideas touching .freedc , munan equality, and the rlahts or man. They were thinldng ot 

mucll more than a. land mass ca~ d America. America is Bunker Hill and Valley Forge 

and the Dill of Rights. An:erioa is Gettyeb,rg and the Second Inaugural and the Dnan­

cipation Proclamation. AJnerica is the covered t,-agon, the pioneering spirit, and tri­

umphant confidence in unending human progress. America is the i'air deal and the square 

deal• and t.he sharing of the things 1'1hich we have with those in need. America is tol­

erance and good will and cooperation between men o;f all races and creeds. Assuredly• 

America has meaning. 

But how many .AJn.erieans are aware of this eanlne in their daily lives? Certain~ 

the bigot is not. The taaenter or racial hatreds is not. The champion or the poll . 
tax and • im crow laws is not. The demagogue and the poli ti.cal witch hunptr is not. 

Certain]) those who abuse our free institutions to serve foreign dictators or those 

who ha,e lost their faith in ~rica so that by panic, rear and &PJrehension they would 

blind~ destroy the very institutions hich they 'Wish to conser,e - certainly' they are 

not aware or the meantne of America. Nor the eeonanic exploiter, the corrupt labor 
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agitator, t.ie grasping cleric , 10 wn:.1 ld co found church and state, the profess· onal 

militarist who ould make of our country an arced camp and pour out our national re­

sources to arm hal.f t .e :orld aga:J nst t~1e other half 1 Certainly t.'1ese people, though 

they are .Americans living in Ai:iorica• cb in every t":SY ignore or betray the essential 

meani n':; of America. 

lfhat does it mean to be a Jew? Some people accept the fact of their Jewishness 

resicnedly; otherv., indif'ferently; still others, rogret.tully. Some wish to ignore it; 

others, to evade itJ still others, to obliterate it. They f i nd oo eager camnitment 

in being Jews and no special consecration. But to be a Jt!JW meaninGf'u,lly is to live 

in such a ro.y as to sanctify all li e, to be loyal. to a millenial tradition ot high 

moral idealiSl which time and agaiil revolutionize and mole.le the civilization of man­

kind. To be a Jew means cot.rage to stand aJ.one , :: r r:.oed be at the behest of great 

mandates given to us by the prophets of our peoples 11 to be a li~t unto the nations• 

to open the eyes 0£ the blind, to bring out t pr sonars .tro;n the dungeon and those 

that sit in darlmess out 0£ the prison-ho • 11 

fhen one bee . es conscio sly awa1--e of tl me • nrr of hisJewislmess, he ceases to 

be an apologist, or a terrorized assimilationist. Hs becomes a proud champion and a 

joyous, living eAJ)Onent of a confidont and crsative Jewish li:f'e. Then he becon:e s in­

terested in conscrv:i.n and in advancing all t t has contributed to the enrichment and 

the effectiveness of Jewish lifo through tie long ages. Then tbe criter!on in all 

matters is not, expediency, but service I 

In the same ay, hen ne becomes consci sly aware of the meaning 0£ his Ameri­

canimn, he cease3 to be a bigot,6 a patrioteer. a witch-hunter or ju 0 t a drirtor• tramp­

ing through li!"e. He become3 a crusader tor the AJnerican ideal. He becoms a fig.ltter 

for true treecbm and democracy at home, a champion of the f'nir deal and or social jus­

tice, a protagonist or racial equality and cooporatio:1, a builder or the One World o~ 

which rica is to be a great and glowing canponent pai--t. 



Let us ea m to lool" a t c t uo not b too busy far 

ondement an £or quest. "SeolllG 1any t lin'""s, t hou observest not" - is the solomn 

.rarninc o... hi .oly cy. ".Anc thou ohalt grope at noon y a~ he lind gropcth in 

darkness" - is .:.evo s evil whic a plies to mmv poople. 

s 6 the morrti inspiring fi~ in our history. ?.:osos. ~ a shap-

herd in the -;71.U. rn .ss of 1oreb. There -were thcr sheph.r· s thcr..... A bus.li began to 

burn. osos Sc + he urni rr u~h. The others sum.ably id not see it. It was 

there l .Lore t heir eyes. oses alone it. 'o s sai a 

aPl)r04Ch. I want to see t us velo s ;pectacle. Wliy is t is rush burnine, w..d not 

being co sumed?' Tl n, records t: e ·-ible, , l en God 

saw t ose as si.li".ficiently en ·t. the ndcrment a t in uw 

and to 1.mderutan the mea1 • r. , O.&. it a "t I • d O"' l"d unto hlm out or tle st of 

d g ve him the on • t. life. the bush" 

Tep ~ of' r oligi n is to cpen our eyes to hr ~h t lings into the heart 

iri tual insight and ethical pur­

pose, o seo in ,leS$ 8 oi e 1, ent "all od s go 

ooved oo eager emulation. Th n our ·:v, s 11 hF 

an 0ur ars on earth, whether they be lV r fe , 

fore o r eyes and to be 

!Caning, purpose and di? ction, 

ll revcr bo empty yoar • 
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LEVITICUS 25 

8- 10 R\lll98P ee"'eu ~bbatlm of' years unto hee , seveh t ss seven 
een,n hbttths o years, even 

~s. Then shalt thou make proclanation with the blast of the 
horn on the tenth day of the seventh month; in the day of atonement shall ye 
make proclamation with the horn throughout all your land. And ye shall hallow 
the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhab­
itants thereof; it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man 
unto his possession., and ye shall return every man unto his family . 

23 And the land shall not be sold in erpetuity; for the land is Mine; for ye 
are strangers and settlers with Me. 

35 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and his means fail with thee; then thou 
shalt uphold him: as a stranger and a settler shall he live with thee . 

39-42 And if thy brother be waxen poor with thee, and sell himself unto thee, 
thou shalt not make him to serve as a bondservant . As a hired servant, and as a 
settler, he shall be with thee; he shall serve with thee unto the year of jubilee . 
Then shall he go out from thee, he and his children tl th him, ancl shall return 
unto his own family, and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return. For 
they are~ servants, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they shall 
not be sold as bonch:nen . 

NE\i YORK Til1ES 9/13/50 (Archbishop of Canterbury) 

"fie who can see the black tyranny of its creed fully revealed naturally denounce 
it. But v;e must frankly realize that in the Far East it can easi ly be seen not 
as a tyranny, but at present as a liberati on. It does, indeed, offer in certain 
conditions and bring a out a release from social evils too long and unheedingly ac-
cepted." 

ISAIAH 58 

"Wherefore have we fasted, and Thou see st not? 
Wherefore have we afflicted our soul1 and Thou take 
~ .._a.-..., ... ~aa;r;a:4:D111~&a1r...-,:A..i~:IW'-l:lXDr~IX~Ae'l!J'S'; 

Behold, ye fast for strife and contentiou, 
And to smite with the fist of wickedness; 
Ye fast not this day 
So as to make your voice to be heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I have chosen? 
The day for a man to afflict his soul? 
Is it to bow down his head as a bulJNsh? 
And to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 
ilt thou call this a fast , 

And an acceptable day to the Lord? 
Is not thi.,s the fast that I have chosen? 
To loose the fetters of wickedness, 
To undo the bands of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free , 
And that ye break every yoke? 
Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 
And that thou bring the poor that are cast out to they house? 
When thou seest the naked, that thou cover him, 
And that thou hide not thyself £rom thine own flesh? 



-2-

LEVITICUS 18 

3 ( liter the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do; and after the doings of the lam of Cana.an, whither I bring you, shall ye not do; neither shall ye walk in their ~4'~~~~..d..JI:! -

a dv:allt.ga. • 
of the biblical 

"Family chastity, affection, piety, forbearance and joyousness, fonn the base of the pyramid on which the cannrunal life was securely erected. Hence, the life of Jewry in the Ghetto period was independent of, and rose superior to, restrictions which must otherwise have proved demoralizing.'' 
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O Gods who rule the dark and silent world, 
To you1 all born of wcman needs must come. 
All lovely things at last go down to you . 
You are the debtor who is always paid. 
A little while we tarry up on earth. 
Then we are yours forever and r rever. 
But I seek one who came to you o oon. 
The bud was plucked before the flo er bloomed. 
I tried to bear my loss . I could no bear it . 

TJ:Bn wea e again for sweet Eurydice - - ..._&,,..- /\..1! J,t -
' Life 1 s pattern that vras taken from the loom d 

Too quickly . See, I ask a little thing, 
Only that you will lendl not give, her to meo 
She shall be yours when her years' span is fullo 

-----




