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on the otlwr ha:![. Israelite writers of every- period agree that among 

the Canaanites, family ties were lightly regarded, the paternal authority 

was flouted, while in the matter of sexual morality, liberty was carried to 

the extenl ~f licence. 

The depravity of the Canaanites was notoriousr witness the vices at­

tributed to the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, the reason alleged for 

their destruction by the fire of Jahweh. 

The very religion of the Canaanites, with its bloody ritual, its .female 

deities, its frequent ceremonial orgies, the halo of sanctity with which it 

surrounded prostitution, alfended to foster lfcence rather than to eradicate 

it. 




