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Yorn Kippur 1953 

"For those who wish to find ansi:ers, it is a real step forward l:<t even to ask the ri~ht questions". (Aristotle) Socratic method - a series of questions by means of which the de~ired truth was el cit~d. Most Mtffi people would like to find the ri~ht answers in life, but they don't know the rt~ht questions to ask . Of course, there are so e people who know all the answers - and they are unques-tionahly the most stupid of all people. 

Vom Kippur ~ould help us to ask the ri~ht questions, not about others, but about ourselves, .and to a k these ~uestions not of others but of ourselves. On 'ory Ki pur we are summoned to examine ourselves, 1. e. to say, to ask the ri ~ht questions XM of and about ourselves. 

We sometimes play the t;a e with our friends cal led "?0 questions" . The point of the game is to trace down and discover by a series of eliminations, throu h questions and answers, some Utt NM 

us. The reater the skill in questioning, the quicker the true answer is acrivcd 

~ person or object unknown to 
at. 

You will recall that our Preyer ook, in the litur y of this eveninr,, sets us on the road to some very s arp and revealin~ questions, as part of the spiritual exe cises of this • ol 'lay. " .Jhat shall we say before Thee, w10 art 

\ - . on hl!\h, and what shal \ we recount unto Thee, who dwelleth In eaven?" i\ Here Is 

' 

a cle~r-cut question posed to u 
, hat are 

true meanin~ of our worship and confc sion' Is it because of some ancient cus-

we here for toni~ht? ~ at is th 

torn or tradition of our fathers that we arc here toni~ht' Is it a matter of a for ~l, time-honored routine, to be mechanically repeated, once or t,!ce a year? Or Is it really an occasion for an honest spiritual self- pr.obln and stoc ·-t king? An earnest effort of the eart and mind to checl up on ourselves, so that we can enter the new year wt th a clear r understc2nding of ourselves, and a new dedica-tlon to our duties and responsl llltie as children of God. as members of society? 

,.., 
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There are other questions (hich the p a 1 cr j ook ,su~~ests to us -

stark, incisive trenchant qu stions: What is the nature of 

a fast day? "Is this the fast t at I have chosen? Is it a day for a man to 

afflict his soul? Is it to ow down his head as a bulrush, and sprpad sack
cloth and mhes under him?" 

answer 
Some people would be inclined to_ :-- yes! We fast, and by the very 

act of fasting, we atone for our sins and they are for ,ivcn. And when the 

material propsperity which such people expect to follow this fasting, is ot 

forthcominr,, they cry out ' ·Jhy have we fasted, and t"hou seest not. \"hy ha e we 

afflicted our souls and Thou takest no knowle<lte of it?" What is your answer 

to the question? What docs the s st of the Day of Atonement mean to you? Here 

is what it me nt to the prophet v:ho, h2.ving asked a ri~ht question, found a 

ri ~h t helpful answer: ~Is nu not t is the fast that I choose: To loose the 

onds of wickedness, to un~o t e thon0 s of the yoke, tp let the oppressed go 

free, and to reak every yoke~ • Is it not to share your read with the 
hun~ry end brin~ the homeless poo into your hue: when you see ten ed, 

to cover im, and not to hid yourself from your n flesh"'' 

oes Yorn ~ippur mean the s e thin to you? Is it a call to a life 

of ~reater justice, compassion, , rcy, to c .arity and rotherhood - and to h p 

reak chains -herever men re enslaved, to rem re urdens wherever your fd.low-

m n are yoked too oression and tranny? Is Y rn Kippur challengi t you? 'ill 

you o forth from God's house this day with a new devotion and a new co , it .ent 

in your heart, to your fellowm n and your Godl 

If so, th n this day will ea treati holy -nd acceptable day to you and your 
God. 

r ; I 
I I 

Other ~ucstions: 

" • .Jhat are we, what is life, w t is our goodness, what is our ri~hteousness, 

what is our M ::( happiness, what is our stren th, what is oux\pot..·er(?)" 

Here is a veritable cluster of challen
0

in~ questions, directed to 

those opin ions of oursel e ~hich ar the clustered columns of our lives, 

,, 



.., 

3 

• 
supporting our pride and our delusions . Can we face up to these questions hon-

estly? We think th~t we have bee n ~ood and charitable and just . Have we rea lly 

been that tood, that charitable, that just? Have these good qualities ever 

reached and passed the point of sacrifice? lave we come throu~h the brea t, 

sea rching tests of our life intact, and unyieldin. in our inte,r.rity? We feel 

secure in our strenith , our power, our position. Have we asked ourselves, 

fo how lon~? And what do thev really amount to? - in the sweep of time, in 

thee hand flow of , a ainst the back~round of eternity? If we ask 

these questions of our~elves, deep ancl profound qo stions, wt will find th 

t ou~hful answers in the counse (~) of humility, of lowliness of spirit, ~reat 

patience and refii nation, and our hearts will be clean~ed of false pride and 

a , t ness, of bluster and arro~anc and conceit. And this is the ver wi s 

dom of life. 

I am afraid that too few people ask the ri;ht questions of themselves, 

and therefore, most people hold false opinio , ad strong prejudices. Pre-

jud ice is the ri 0 ht answer to the wro quest ion . If you ask yourself, for ex-

ample, how can I jostify and rationalize my desire to lord it over my nci ,hhor, 

to domineer, to exploit him or to feed my vanity - then the rieht answer is: 

pr~jud~c him without inquiry or evidence, br~nd him as intrinsically inferior, 

a d um-orthy, either ecause of a cestry or back~round or station in life. s 

is th techn!que of all types of prejudic, t o s ~e employ a ainst oth rs a nd 

those which others employ a ain t ~ ourselves. It is the sa e in little 

thin~s and in ~rcat thin~s. It is the way of th snob in social life, the way 

of the i ot in ~roup relation s. It was t e wa_, of the azis, on a world-

wide cale, who employed racism to jus ify and rationalize th ir desire to 

dominate the world and to feed vanity of t h e "l errenvolk". Quote ("The fact •.• ) 

acism was the ri~ht answer for the wron~ qu. tion, which 'azi prejudice~ kcd. 

If you nsk the ri ht question, you ,111 ~et the rl~ht answer: " ow 

can I help my nei~hhor and how .e t can I co erate with him'? 

I r--- --, 

ow can I share 
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with him, a fel ow human bein~, my knowled~e, my experience, my advan-

t~~es, and so to help him, so that he in turn ~MM mi,ht help others, and 

so tor.ether we mi~ht help build the ~ood society? The right answer will 

then su~gest itself to you almost automatically. It will not be sno -

bery. It will not be bi!;otry. It will not be racism or chauvenism. It 

will he, in social contacts, friendship,,;\.I~ goodwill, nrutual esteem. 

IK~•XXtXm!~ In~group relationships it will he tolerance and brotherhood, 

0n the world sta~e, it will be not the cold war hut international co per -

ati~n for world pro~ress and peac. 

I find that ost people are prejudiced a~ainst the ~elves, just 

as st people commit t e 
. ?) 

reatest of sins ·not a~ainst others ut a~~inst 

the~seJves. These people do not ask the ritht questions of them. elves, 

or do not ask any questions at all. They are so completely sa isfied 

with themselves. The ,o throu~h life 'i 

tion marks. Their opinions are alw,~ in quotes - authentic, pompou, 

final. They are the "ip5e dixits'· of any ~athering . They ore rather 

hopeless - havin, locked themselves up in the prison-house of their 

self-ri~hteousness. 
howe ·erJ 

Intelligent peopl~\are always checkin 0 on themselv~s, just as 

a wise captain at set c cks his course against his carts, takes 

soundin•s, uses his sextant to correct is position in lon,itude and 

latitude. Just as a pilot, f yin~ his pan, will frequeatly communicate 

with ~round stations to check h s position, and secure weather re orts. 

All who travel on their on responsibility must consult roadmaps. 

•e are all trav 1 ers thr.ou;h life - an uncertain road at ~est, 

and we travel fast, and e need frequent consultations. Are we ~oin~ in 

t e ri t direction' I it really ·here w want to ~o? Are we missin 

out on anythin~? Forte journey is soon over - and there is no return! 

~ 
,- I 
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Here is one ri~ht question I think we should ask ourselves -
( ;, . ,, 

I , 

on this holy d y dedicate to self-examination - to a 

Pave I een prejudiced against myself? 'I-lave I been just to mvself? Am 

I sellin~ my days and years too cheaply? For trash and bub les? lave 

I been underestimatin my c aracter and capacities~ not merely in m~kine 

a livin but in makin?, a life. a deep, rich, many-sided life, rich in 

culture, abundant in social interests, high in spititual quality. Have 

I, in self-depreciation, turned my back on the real and exciting adven

ture of livin~ and turned myself into a me e money-grubber and pleasure 

seeker.? Have I been just to the dreams of my youth? When visions beck 

oned, when the "mornin~ sta s sang together and all the sons of God 

shouted for joy"? 

Justice means balance. Justice to ourselves means the 

MM~~ maintaining of the pro er al~nce, t e proper equili rium in on -

~elf etween t e deman~ of d•, mind and spi it . ave I ~een as atten-

tive to ~, mind and oul as I have en to my hody~ Tave I appprtion d 

my ti me and ener•y and in tere~ t equA I J y a . nP; them" Have I devote e ou. ,h 

of myself to the culti ration of my mind, i provin~ and replenls in~ it, 

constantly and to the ful. limits of ~ a 6lity , with increasin~ know

led~e in lite~a ure, in rt, in science, seekin~ to ~cqutre alw ys ecn~r 

apprecintions and sounder juG 0 e ents? "Learnin~ keeps the soul youn~ , 

and decreases the bttternes of olci a ,e" . - Leonardo na Vici. Am I 

allowin~ myself to trow old u naturally - throu h mental stagnation? 

Have I devoted enour,h of myself to the cultivation of my soul? lave I 

ex rcised and trained ys lf sufficiently in devotion and in piety, in 

prayer and worship, in the inner dcsci?line of the spiritual life, ed 

itation. (Sat. ~ev. Ed.) tave I ~ivcn enough ti:ne and thought to my God, 

my fait , my synaeo~ue? To the buildin~ of a Jewish life,a Jewdlsh ho c, 
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a Jewish way of life , for myself and my children and my household~ 

"Religion•; dee la red the great America n philosopher Alf red , orth 

Whitehead, (qoote) Am I reacting to this rel igious vision in making :1!i 

worship an essential part of my life? 

There are many sins. Inward sin - the sin we do n0t know to be 

sin - aiainst ou~selves - the most harmful. 
, f 

( ,I 

-. 
,.., _J 



SEPTEMBER, 1953 

Plainly, this is not the Age of Medi

tative Man. It is a sprinting quinting, 

shoving age. Substitute for repose 

are a billion-dollar busine . Alm st 

daily ne,v antidotes for conte1nplation 

spring :nto being and leap out f ro1n 

the nation's counters. Silence alreadv ., 

the nation's most critical shortage, is 

~!most a nasty word. Modern man 1nay 

or may not be obsolete, but he is 

certainly wired for sound,....aDd lie ~ 

• 

~OKMA C 51 ·5 

In The aturday Review 

150th Year 

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 

A NATIONAL JOURNAL· ESTAllLISHED 1804 

Fearless Prophet of· Our Time 
BY DO ALO GA SBY 



The Open Forum 
t 'REE? 
To THE EDITOR : Bisl,op Oxnam' ap
p aranc befor th Un-American Com-
mitt i an occa ion for r gr t. W 
hav b a. ted of our fr country. 
ing of th ' Land of th Fre and hom 

of th Brav ." What do we m an by a 
fr country? What i a fr e country? 
This country wa built by r fug 
from r ligiou and political p r cution. 
In tho day it wa c rtainly fre . A 
country i fr wher the mind i fr . 
Wh r a per on doe not hav to an-
w r to any outsid authority as to 

b li f , opinion , prefer nc or idea . 
\Vh n thi "Un-Am rican ommitt " 
wa authoriz d in 193 we took ou1· 
fir t long tep down fron1 our position 
a th world' freest country. The fol
lowing 15 years have n a rapid 
d c nt from thi grand t f ature of 
our gov rnm nt. The n-Am rican 

ommitt i un-Am rican in v ry 
of the word. The tim has come 

wh n v ry Am rican mu t trive to 
1· tore that vani hing glory of th 
Am ri an R public-a land wh r th 
mind i fr 

J .. M LLOUGH 
Ric/111wncl, nlif. 

ONE ERROR 
To THE EDIT R : Th "L on from 
Gamali I" apµ aring in the July i u' 

"fying and prai eworthy in all r- -
on th and ag it 
o • n ·y to extol 

aith at xp anoth r, 
mb ring b autiful 

charact r of r when h 
wa on th taff of hurch in 

w York, I regr t that h unwittingly 
tuate th Roman atholic calum
onc rning thi " anh drin" non
It is hi torically factual that no 

h court in ubjug tine 
had th to put n • 
giou i , to d . 1 
d v an, Karl il 
aid i to put an nd 

v1c1 fabl which h, 
gat d anti- fo,· 2,000 

JEROME R 
Pridgeton, .1/nin 

l~VESTIGATIONS 
T THE EDIT RS: How much long r ar' 
our Prot stant cl rgymen going t 
wa11ow the in ulting r mark hurl d 

at th m b "Jumpin' Jo " Mc arth:v 
and hi puppet without fighting back? 
If anyone had aid about atholic cl r
gym n what J. B. Mathew said about 
Prot tant cl rgymen, Jo would hav 
immediately brand d him as a commu
ni t. I ubmit that th largest ingl 
group upporting th nazi-fa ci t, not 
communist, apparatu in th nit d 

tate i compos d of atholic, not 
Prote tant, cl rgym n. It i compo d 
of p opl of th am ilk a Jo Mc

arthy, Pat Mc arran, and many other 

2 

What wt> call stcn1di11g by 
our convictions is too ofte11 
sitting on the lid of our 
closed niinds. 

RALPH ,•o K 1A'.',' 

xpon nt of 11azi-fa ci m with which 
our gov rnm nt ha l com pollut •d. 

GE RGE F. RRY 

Jlartin's Ferr!f, Ohio 

PEACE IS SUBVERSl\'E 
To THE EDITOR,: ot only M thodi t ' 
not only th Protestant cl rgy, but ALL 
Am rican citizen who ch ri h our trn
dition of 1· ligiou fr dom cannot but 
b d ply intere ted in th h aring of 
th Methodi t minist r, th R v. Jack 
R. 1cMichael, l>efor th n-Am rican 
Activiti ommitte . Th following 

xc rpt from the r cord xp the 
committ once and for all a a pro
militari t, anti-p ac , witch-hunting 
outfi : ommitt e m mb r Doy[ , D mo
crat of alifomia, qu ti ning F.B.I. 
inform r, Martha Edmin ton: "You 
work d for th FBI?" Edminston: 
"Y ." I>oyl : "You w r uppo d to 
find communi t for th FBI?' Edmins
ton: 'Y ." l>oyl : 'Well, did you find 
that thi witne wa a communi t?" 
Edmin . .,ton: '' o:· Doyle: "Did you 
fail to find that thi witne • wa a c m
muni t?" E<lmin.·ton: " ' , ail d." 
Doul : "V 11, what did you find wrong 
with thi witn ?" Eclmi11xfo>1: " 
found tha h could d liv r any group 
in th country for p ac .'' Doy(£ : ' • o 
all you found wrong with him wa that 
h work cl for peac ?" Edmin.·ton: 
"Y ." W II, i t r and bro h r , th r 
you hav it: according to thi commit-
t it i wrong to work for p ac . Thu 
th •n th h1·i tian go p l i wrong for 
th Prine of P ace command d: "B y 
d •r of th ~ ord, and not h ar r only, 
cl c iving your own lv . ," (,lam£'s 
1 :22}; "Foll w p a with all m n," 
(H •b. 12:14); and add cl, "Bl •dare 
th p ac mak r , for th y shall b call d 
th childr n of God.' (Jlatt. 5 :9). 

MARY PHILLIP. 
(JI thodi.'{f layman 

L mont, Illinofa 

CONSERVATOR 
To THE EDITOR : Dr. ook, 
h acl of th m rican G ocia-
tion, propo d "an nli d cult of 

cl c ndant-wor hip" a a oluti n to 
t rob of a r ligion for th u-
g t. L m suggest that th wor. hip 
of God the o mic on rvator of 

al s would b a much ound r an 
mo philo ophical form of r ligiou 
b Ji for th eug nist and much 11101 

in harmony with th be tin ight of th 
1· G nu r ligion, ci nc , and phi-
I hy ali find an underlying unity 
b ath th outward div r it th 
world. A tru i ·ght will find t , 
m mory, and Ii after cl ch 

a th mod n phy i ·n-
n find p and ti of 
very biological fact , -
ly uppo d to work a 

onal immor • ,· 
b am ng th 
favor of it. 
and peci 
:;oo,000,000 ,. 
p • nc, o imi-
1 ods of time in on cos-
mic m mory, which could imat 1. 
r pon ibl for all con. ation of 
valu. 

THEOD RF: B. l>11Fl1R 

Lo.· .1 u.,1 •Les, Cali/. 

wrops•· 
THE EDITOR': Alth ugh it cl n't 

m po ibl , ach y ar wh n I r n w 
sul tion it m that TIIE 

m to be 
proving. a rabbi, 
of kin hip to T11 

that, with ·ation, 
h p op] wil a maga-
of uch xc mg , and 
i n to princi ,al ju tic . 
whil , II agazin I 

your ti! ongratula-
tion and "' your con-
tinu d ucc 

I ROBERT E. OLDBl RG 

' u· H,11•e11, Conn. 

\\'II\' NOT? 
To TDE EDITOR. : Mr. Purcha ' l tt r 
about indig nt cl rgy rai th i u of 

cular work. Th cl rgy hould b 
p 1·mitt d and v n advi d to do ·om -
thing for th m lve whil young. o
body i r pon ibl for th maint nanc 
of the cl rgy; not v n for th ir p n ion 
pr mium . Every young cl r yman 
hould t out to own a hou of hi 

own, and to d v lop a !iv lihood. Th 
indig nt cl rgy ar th r ult of th 
1 rgy not b ing permitted to 

in cular occupation wh n th ar 
young. L t the bishop b honest; and 
t 11 th minarians and young r cl rgy 
that indigent cl r y can not be em
ploy d. And knowing th truth of th 
ituation th cl rgyman would then 

hav a chanc to do som thing for him
. elf hefor too late. 

THE CHURCHMAN 



Reljgion is the vision of something which stands beyond, 

behind, and within, the passing flux of immediate things; 

something which is real, and yet waiting to oe realized; 

something which is a remote possibility, and yet the greatest 

of present facts; something which gives meaning to all that 

passes, and yet eludes apprehension; something whose 

possession is the final good. 

The immediate reaction of human nature to the religious 

vision is worship. The fact of the religious vision, and 

its history of ersistent expansion, is our one ground 

for optimism. Apart from it, human li1·e is a flash of 

occasional enjoymen slighting up a mass of pain and misery, 

a bagatelle of transient experienc. 

The vision claims nothing but worship. The power of 

God i the worship He inspires. 

-Alfred orth lhitehead, 1861-1947 
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